
By Jeremy Turley
The Forum

BISMARCK — The 
names of 36 Fargo area 
legislative candidates are 
locked in ahead of the 
June 14 primary election, 
but Cass County voters 
won’t have any hard 
decisions in the intra-
party races.

Normally, only about 
half of the seats in the 
North Dakota Legislature 
are on the ballot each 
election cycle, but due to 
the decennial redistrict-
ing process, 98 of the 
141 seats are up for grabs 
this year, including 24 in 
Cass County.

Although Republicans 
hold a supermajority 
in both the state House 
of Representatives and 
Senate, the Fargo area 
serves as one of the few 
battlegrounds where 
Democrats have proven 
competitive.

A total of 19 Repub-
licans and 17 Dem-
ocrats are running for 
the Legislature in the 
Fargo area, but the dis-
tribution of candidates 
in each race means all 
of them will advance to 
the November general 
election as their respec-
tive parties’ nominees 
unless they withdraw. 
Ten of the candidates 
are currently unopposed 
and won’t face competi-
tion in November unless 
independent candidates 
emerge after the prima-
ry.

The new District 10, 
which lies west of Inter-
state 29, will be con-
tested between the two 
parties come Novem-
ber. Former Republi-
can Sen. Curtis Olafson 
faces Democrat Ryan 

Braunberger in the Sen-
ate race. Three candi-
dates, Republican Steve
Swiontek and Demo-
crats Hamida Dakane 
and Damian Ridl, will 
be vying for two House 
seats.

In District 11, most
of which lies just north 
of Interstate 94, Dem-
ocratic incumbent Sen. 
Tim Mathern is run-
ning unopposed. In the 
House race, incumbent 
Democratic Rep. Gretch-
en Dobervich and new-
comer Liz Conmy face
Republican newcomers
Carter Eisinger and Brad 
Leeser. Incumbent Dem-
ocratic Rep. Ron Guggis-
berg opted not to run for 
reelection.

In West Fargo’s Dis-
trict 13, Republican 
incumbent Sen. Judy Lee 
is running unopposed for 
the upper chamber. GOP 
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By April Baumgarten
The Forum

GRAND FORKS — North Dako-
ta’s longest-serving state senator 
exchanged 72 text messages with 
an inmate suspected of child porn 
and sex abuse crimes, jail records 
show.

A phone number used by Sen. 
Ray Holmberg, a powerful Grand 
Forks Republican, was among 

those 34-year-old 
Nicholas James Mor-
gan-Derosier texted 
in flurries of com-
munication on Aug. 
23 and 24 when Mor-
gan-Derosier was 
incarcerated last year 
at the Grand Forks 
County Jail.

Inmates can pay money to use 

a text messaging service in jail, 
which is what Morgan-Derosier 
did, a jail official confirmed.

Reached by phone, Holmberg 
said his text messages with Mor-
gan-Derosier were related to “a 
variety of things,” including patio 
work Morgan-Derosier did for 
him.

ND lawmaker exchanged 72 
texts with child porn suspect

appropriations committees on Jan. 7, 2019.

Morgan-
Derosier

TEXTS: Page A10

By Patrick Springer
The Forum

Fargo

Morrie Lanning 
won’t forget 
staring at water 

erupting like a geyser 
from a manhole cover 
in south Moorhead 
when floodwater 
infiltrated the storm 
sewer system.

That frightening 
spectacle, which came 
in the middle of the 
night, happened during 
the 1997 Red River 
flood, which crested 
25 years ago on April 
18 at 39.72 feet, then a 
record.

“It was really kind 
of scary to see geysers 
coming out of the 
street,” said Lanning, 
Moorhead’s mayor 
at the time. “It was 
incredible to see that 
water. I’m sure it shot 
up 20 feet in the air.”

One of the most 
sobering moments for 
Bruce Furness, who was 
Fargo mayor, was when 
engineers decided it 
was necessary to build a 
contingency levee in far 
south Fargo — enraging 
homeowners to the 
south, who would be 

unprotected.
“Some of the people 

were really upset,” 
Furness said, recalling 
that police accompanied 
city officials at a 
meeting where 
emotions surged. “It 
was kind of tough. A lot 
of things couldn’t be 

handled.”
Fortunately, the 

neighborhoods and all 
but a few flood-prone 
areas near the river 
were spared, unlike 
Grand Forks and East 
Grand Forks, both 
devastated by extensive 
flooding.

The 1997 flood was 
full of unpleasant 
surprises — and 
valuable lessons that 
helped fight an even 
worse flood to follow, 
the record 2009 flood, 
which crested more 
than a foot higher at 
40.84 feet.

The 1997 flood, which 
came early in the wet 
weather pattern that 
would produce many 
more floods, delivered a 
wake-up call that jolted 
officials to become 
better prepared.

WAKE-UP CALL

southwest Fargo in 1997.
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Fargo legislative 
candidates set  
for June primary
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By Barry Amundson
The Forum

MOORHEAD — Sandy 
Asleson and a few of 
her neighbors have 
been gathering signa-
tures against a planned 
70-unit apartment 
building in their neigh-
borhood in south Moor-
head.

She said that at almost 
every door they knocked 
on was someone willing 
to sign the petition.

The apartment build-
ing would be built at 
2501 11th St. S. between 
the Courtyard by Marri-
ott hotel and the River-
pointe Senior Campus.

Neighbors oppose 70-unit 
apartment building project
Moorhead City 
Council OKs 
conditional-use 
authorization

PROJECT: Page A6



By John Myers
Duluth News Tribune

DULUTH — Northeastern 
Minnesota’s moose herd con-
tinues to hang on, marking a 
decade with a low but stable 
population after a rapid decline 
in the early 2000s.

The Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources on Mon-
day reported the state’s moose 
population to be an estimated 
4,700, statistically unchanged 
from the 2020 survey. The 
2021 survey was canceled due 
to DNR COVID-19 precautions 
for researchers.

In January wildlife biologists 
flew over parts of the state’s 
moose range — namely Cook, 
Lake and northern St. Louis 
counties — to count moose 
in specific zones. They then 
extrapolated their findings out 
over the entire moose range.

Northeastern Minneso-
ta’s moose numbers crashed 
rapidly, from a modern high 
of 8,840 moose estimated in 
2006 to just 2,700 by 2013. 
But this year’s survey marks 
a decade of relative stability 
which indicates the fear of los-
ing moose entirely in Minne-
sota are calmed, at least in the 
short term.

“Although there is no statis-
tically significant change in the 
estimated population relative 
to 2020, this year’s estimated 
number of moose is the highest 
since 2011, when the population 
was midway through a steep 
decline,’’ the DNR noted in its 
annual moose survey report.

This year’s aerial survey 
found calves comprised an 
estimated 19% of the popula-
tion and an estimated 45 calves 
per 100 cows. That’s the high-
est both indicators have been 
since 2005, when the popu-
lation was near its peak and 
considered healthy. Both fac-
tors are indicators of potential 
improvement in reproductive 
success, which has a positive 

impact on population numbers.
In 2005, when the moose 

population was healthy, 52% 
of all cow moose surveyed had 
a calf. That number dropped as 
low as 32% in the worst years 
recently but now has rebound-
ed to 45%, the DNR survey 
noted, another positive sign for 
the future.

“It’s an encouraging result, 
but I think it’s too early to break 
out the champagne,’’ said Mike 
Schrage, a wildlife biologist 
with the Fond du Lac Band’s 
natural resources department 
and part of the moose survey 
team. “We need a couple more 
years with results trending 
in the same upward direction 
before I start feeling confident 
we’re experiencing a genuine 
recovery in moose numbers.”

Both the Fond du Lac Band 
of Lake Superior Chippewa and 
the 1854 Treaty Authority con-
tributed funding and personnel 
for the 2022 annual survey. 
The survey is available on the 
DNR’s moose management 
page at mndnr.gov/Moose.

The 4,700 estimate is con-

sidered a statistically signif-
icant point among a broader 
estimate of between 3,480 and 
6,780 moose based on the par-
tial aerial survey of the region.

It’s never been entirely clear 
why Northeastern Minnesota’s 
moose numbers crushed so 
fast and hard. It followed the 
nearly complete elimination 
of northwestern Minnesota’s 
moose herd in the 1990s. Sci-
entists believe myriad factors, 
including a warming climate, 
are involved. Warmer winters 
with less snow allow more deer 
to move north, bringing along 
a brainworm parasite fatal to 
moose. It’s possible a recent 
string of snowy winters in 
Northeastern Minnesota, six of 
the last 10, have helped push 
deer numbers back down and 
allowed moose to thrive. Moose 
also aren’t suited to handle 
warmer summer temperatures.

Habitat is also an issue, with 
moose continuing to thrive in 
areas where major wildfires 
burned in recent years, where 
younger forests have sprouted, 
but not as much in areas where 

forests have matured.
A thriving wolf population

also plays a role, especially 
after moose numbers crashed 
initially, with wolves focusing 
on the calves that are needed 
to annually rebuild the moose 
population. Because wolves 
thrive most on deer, north-
ern Minnesota has among the 
highest wolf densities any-
where the big canines roam, 
not good news for newborn 
moose calves.

“If we really are at the start 
of an upward trend in moose 
numbers, lower deer num-
bers may have a lot to do with 
it,’’ Schrage said. “Lower deer 
numbers should eventually 
lead to less brainworm trans-
mission to moose as well as
fewer wolves on the landscape 
to prey on moose. Moose are
a harder animal for wolves to 
kill, and wolves probably can’t 
sustain their numbers at the 
same level if deer aren’t easily 
available as an alternate prey.”

John Myers reports on the outdoors, 
environment and natural resources for the 
Duluth News Tribune. He can be reached at 

jmyers@duluthnews.com.

A Jan. 4 detention hear-
ing for Morgan-Derosier 
in North Dakota’s feder-
al court offered insight 
into the contents of Mor-
gan-Derosier’s texts in 
jail.

During the hearing, 
federal prosecutor Jenni-
fer Puhl sought to show 
a pattern of exploitation 
by Morgan-Derosier. As 
one example, Puhl told 
U.S. District Magistrate 
Judge Alice Senechal that 
Morgan-Derosier had 
text exchanges on Aug. 
23 with a “77-year-old 
man from Grand Forks” 
when Morgan-Derosi-
er was jailed, according 
to the hearing transcript 
obtained by The Forum.

The 77-year-old man, 
who was not identified 
by prosecutors in the 
transcript, asked or told 
Morgan-Derosier that 
“he wants him to bring 
(Morgan-Derosier’s boy-
friend) over to his house 
to give him a massage,” 
Puhl said in the tran-
script. The boyfriend was 
19 or 20 years old at the 
time, according to the 
transcript.

“Now, he (the boy-
friend) does not con-
sider himself a victim, 
no question, but I think 
what we’re seeing, of 
course, is exploitation,” 
Puhl said. “At the time 
of the defendant’s arrest, 
law enforcement asked 
(the boyfriend) whether 
he was aware that the 
defendant was serving 
him up to a seven — or 
a 77-year-old man, and 
(the boyfriend) said no, 
Your Honor.”

Holmberg would have 
been 77 years old at the 
time of the text exchang-
es. He is now 78.

When asked about the 
massage request, Holm-
berg told The Forum, “I 
don’t know what you’re 
talking about, OK?”

In March 2021, rough-

ly five months before 
the text exchanges 
between Morgan-Der-
osier and Holmberg, 
the Grand Forks Herald 
wrote a story about 10 
child porn charges filed 
against Morgan-Derosi-
er in Grand Forks County 
District Court. In an ini-
tial interview, Holmberg 
told The Forum he read 
the story, but it’s unclear 
when.

In a second interview, 
Holmberg said he was 
unaware of Morgan-Der-
osier’s 10 child porn 
charges. The charges 
were later dismissed to 
make way for federal 
prosecution.

When asked if inves-
tigators talked to him 
about Morgan-Derosier, 
Holmberg said he didn’t 
want to talk about it.

“That doesn’t mean 
one thing or another,” he 
said.

Interim North Dakota 
U.S. Attorney Nicholas 
Chase declined to iden-
tify the 77-year-old man 
mentioned in the hear-
ing and would not say 
whether the man is being 
investigated for possible 
criminal charges. Chase 
said his office doesn’t 
identify a person in a case 
if they are not charged 
with a crime, unless there 
is a reason to do so.

The Grand Forks Coun-
ty Jail declined to share 
the contents of the text 
messages with The Forum 
because Morgan-Der-
osier is under criminal 
investigation. Chase also 
declined to show The 
Forum the messages and 
wouldn’t discuss their 
contents.

State law makes com-
munications from and to 
state lawmakers confi-
dential.

Holmberg told a 
reporter he no longer had 
the text messages. When 
asked what happened to 
the texts, Holmberg said, 
“They’re just gone.”

Text timeline
Morgan-Derosier has 

been in the Cass Coun-
ty Jail since Dec. 16 on 
federal charges of receiv-
ing and distributing 
child porn, possessing 
child porn, transporting 
minors with intent for 
those children to engage 
in sexual activity, and 
traveling with intent to 
engage in illicit sexual 
activity. The charges were 
filed Dec. 15.

Court documents 
alleged Morgan-Der-
osier had more than 
6,500 images and vid-
eos depicting sexu-
al abuse against chil-
dren. He also is accused 
of taking two children 
in early 2020 from their 
Twin Cities-area home 
to his residence in Grand 
Forks, according to fed-
eral prosecutors. He did 
not get permission from 
the mother of the chil-
dren, who were less than 
10 years old at the time, 
and had plans to sexually 
abuse them, prosecutors 
alleged.

Investigators are look-
ing into claims Mor-
gan-Derosier victim-
ized 20 or 21 children, 
according to the court 
transcript. Chase told The 
Forum the children iden-
tified as potential victims 
of Morgan-Derosier were 
allegedly abused in Min-
nesota, so North Dakota 
would not have jurisdic-
tion.

The U.S. Attorney’s 
Office in Minnesota 
has not charged Mor-
gan-Derosier with any 
crimes, nor does he face 
sex crime charges in any 
Minnesota county. The 
Minnesota U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office declined to 
say whether it was inves-
tigating the case.

Before facing feder-
al prosecution, Mor-
gan-Derosier was incar-
cerated at the Grand 
Forks County Jail between 
Aug. 17 and Aug. 24 in 
connection to the Grand 
Forks County District 
Court charges.

Through a pub-
lic records request, The 

Forum obtained the 
jail’s log of text messag-
es exchanged between 
Holmberg’s phone num-
ber and Morgan-Derosi-
er. The log included the 
times and dates of the 
texts.

The jail’s text log 
showed Morgan-Derosier 
texted Holmberg’s num-
ber first at 3:23 p.m. Aug. 
23, getting a response 
less than a minute later. 
The text log indicated 65 
messages were exchanged 
over the next two hours, 
and the last one came 
from Holmberg’s number 
at 5:24 p.m.

A second exchange 
started at 6:14 p.m. Aug. 
24, but only seven mes-
sages were exchanged 
that day, according to the 
text log. The first message 
in that exchange came 
from Holmberg’s num-
ber, and Morgan-Derosi-
er sent the last message 
at 6:31 p.m. that day.

In total, an equal num-
ber of text messages were 
sent from Holmberg’s 
number and from Mor-
gan-Derosier, according 
to jail records.

Morgan-Derosier was 
bailed out at 9:14 p.m. 
Aug. 24, a jail official 
said. His landlord, who 
is not Holmberg, paid the 
bond, Puhl said.

Holmberg told The 
Forum he corresponded 
with Morgan-Derosier 
because Morgan-Derosi-
er was working on the 
legislator’s patio for a 
year and a half.

The two have known 
each other for two years, 
Holmberg said. Mor-
gan-Derosier was over 
to Holmberg’s house for 
drinks “a few times, cof-
fee and stuff,” the sena-
tor said.

“So yeah, not social-so-
cial,” he said when asked 
if their relationship was 
social or professional.

“We never went out to 
dinner at restaurants,” 
Holmberg said. “But I 
don’t want to say much 
more.”

He said he didn’t know 
Morgan-Derosier was 
in jail when the text 
exchanges happened.

Sometime after the text 
exchanges with Mor-
gan-Derosier in August, 
Holmberg changed his 
phone number to one 
with a Minnesota area 
code. A background check 
by The Forum showed the 
number used to text Mor-
gan-Derosier matched 
Holmberg’s previous 
number. That num-
ber had a North Dakota 
area code and previously 
appeared on the senator’s 
public legislative website.

The North Dakota Leg-
islative Council confirmed 
that a contact number 
listed on Holmberg’s leg-
islator profile page was 
changed Dec. 23.

Who is Holmberg?
First elected to the 

North Dakota Senate in 
1976, Holmberg is the 
nation’s longest-serv-
ing state senator. He’s 
become one of the most 
powerful and popular 
lawmakers in the Legis-
lature and is chairman of 
the Senate Appropriations 
Committee and procedur-
al Rules Committee. He 
also serves on the interim 
Budget Section and chairs 
the Legislative Manage-
ment Committee.

He has been called a 
champion of Grand Forks, 
his district and North 
Dakota. In 2021, Holm-
berg received the Henry 
Havig Award from the 
Grand Forks-East Grand 
Forks Chamber of Com-
merce. In the same year, 
he was named the Herald 
Person of the Year.

Holmberg received 
widespread praise from 
North Dakota state and 
federal leaders when he 
announced in March he 
would retire as a state 
senator this year.

In announcing his 
retirement, Holmberg 
cited medical issues that 
“do not afford me the 
cognitive ability to accu-

rately perform the work 
required and expected of 
a senator to represent the 
people of Grand Forks in
the 2023 legislative ses-
sion.”

Who is 
Morgan-Derosier?

M o r g a n - D e r o s i e r 
was the owner of the 
now defunct companies
Team Lawn, which was 
a landscaping business,
and Vaughn Construc-
tion. A Grand Forks judge 
ordered the companies in 
2019 to stop operations 
after complaints they 
were taking money for
work that wasn’t com-
pleted.

Despite the ban, Mor-
gan-Derosier contin-
ued to operate his land-
scaping business under
a different name, which 
prompted investigators to 
obtain a search warrant 
in September 2020 for 
evidence that he violated 
the judicial order, accord-
ing to court documents.

During the Sept. 15,
2020, search, investiga-
tors allegedly found child 
porn files on a thumb 
drive at Morgan-Derosi-
er’s Grand Forks home, 
court documents said. 
This launched a wider 
investigation that led
to the federal charges
against him.

Christopher Bell-
more has been appoint-
ed as Morgan-Derosier’s 
public defender. When
asked by The Forum for 
an interview with Mor-
gan-Derosier, Bellmore’s 
office deferred ques-
tions to the federal public 
defender’s office in Sioux 
Falls, which oversees
federal public defense in 
the Dakotas.

The Sioux Falls office 
did not return The 
Forum’s message.

Readers can reach Forum 
reporter April Baumgarten 

at 701-241-5417 or
 abaumgarten@forumcomm.com. 

Follow her on Twitter 
@aprilbaumsaway.
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Northeastern Minnesota’s moose population hanging on
Winter survey shows 
decade-long stable 
population after big 
crash in early 2000s
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Holmberg 
to resign 

‘More cops, tough on 
crime’: Minn. Senate 
OKs public safety bill

Waltons donate $15M to TR library

Recent rains have raised the expected crest of the 
RISING, BUT REASSURED 

Photos by David Samson / The Forum

Valley City, N.D.

Heavy rains brought 
a weekend 
scramble to protect 

Valley City from a rising 
Sheyenne River, but the 
mayor here said he feels 
“comfortable” with how 
they’re sitting now.

About two inches of 
rain that fell on the city 
and higher amounts to 
the north, at Baldhill 
Dam on Lake Ashtabula, 
meant a higher crest 
than what Valley City 
was looking at early last 
week.

Mayor David Carlsrud 
said the revised crest, 
with that added rain, 
went up about four feet.

“That kind of kicked 

things into action and 
there was a sense of 
urgency, but no panic,” 
he said.

Flood walls and clay 
levees began going 
up around town, and 
Carlsrud asked Fargo 
for more than 20,000 
sandbags, since the city 
had no time to make its 
own.

The bags, made during 
Fargo Sandbag Central’s 
2020 production, were 
on their way within 

hours, Carlsrud said, 
and college students and 
residents began placing 
them Sunday, April 24.

Carlsrud said after the 

scramble, he’s feeling 
good about where 
they’re at.

By Jeremy Turley
The Forum

BISMARCK — North 
Dakota Sen. Ray Holm-
berg announced Mon-
day, April 25, that he 
will resign from the 
state Legislature fol-
lowing a Forum report 
that he exchanged text 
messages with a man 
accused of child por-
nography crimes.

“Recent news stories 
have become a distrac-
tion for the important 
work of the legisla-
tive assembly during 
its interim meetings,” 
Holmberg said in a 
news release. “I want 
to do what I can, with-
in my power, to lessen 
such distractions. Con-
sequently, in respect for 
the institution and its 
other 140 members, I 
shall resign my Senate 
seat effective June 1, 
2022.”

Holmberg said the 
June 1 date will give 
GOP leaders in his dis-
trict time to appoint 
his replacement. None 
of Holmberg’s interim 
committees are sched-
uled to meet before the 
resignation date.

Holmberg did not 
respond to a request for 
comment Monday, and 
his Fargo-based attor-
ney, Mark Friese, said 
he didn’t have anything 
to add to his client’s 
statement.

The Grand Forks 
Republican senator, who 
was first elected in 1976, 
announced in March he 
would not seek another 
term this year, citing 
health issues includ-
ing weakened cognitive 
abilities. The retire-
ment announcement 
prompted an outpour-
ing of praise for Holm-
berg from the state’s 
top officials.

An investigation pub-
lished by The Forum on 
April 15 revealed that 
Holmberg exchanged 
72 text messages in 
August with Nicholas 
James Morgan-Derosi-
er, a Grand Forks Coun-
ty Jail inmate suspected 
of child porn and sex 
abuse crimes.

Holmberg, North 
Dakota’s longest-serv-
ing state senator, told 
The Forum he sent 
text messages to Mor-
gan-Derosier about 
“a variety of things,” 
including patio work 
Morgan-Derosier did 
for him. Holmberg said 
he didn’t know Mor-
gan-Derosier was in 
jail during their virtual 
conversation.

Five months prior 
to the text exchanges, 
The Grand Forks Her-
ald wrote a story about 
10 child porn charges 
filed against Mor-
gan-Derosier in Grand 

By Patrick Springer
The Forum

FARGO — The $50 
million pledge from Rob 
and Melani Walton for 
the Theodore Roosevelt 

Presidential Library 
turned out to be $15 
million, but fundraising 
nonetheless has exceed-
ed the project’s $100 
million goal.

Ed O’Keefe, presi-
dent and chief executive 
officer of the Theodore 
Roosevelt Presidential 
Library Foundation, con-
firmed that the contri-
bution from the Rob and 
Melani Walton Foun-
dation, whose wealth 

comes from the Walmart 
fortune, has come in 
smaller than expected.

“The Rob and Melani 
Walton Foundation has 
been extremely gener-
ous,” and gave the The-
odore Roosevelt Presi-
dential Library Founda-
tion $15 million, O’Keefe 
said in a statement on 
Monday, April 25.

The Waltons’ contribu-
tion included $10 million 
to support scholarship at 

the Theodore Roosevelt
Center at Dickinson State
University and help with
the presidential library’s
obligations in return for
a $50 million endow-
ment from the state of
North Dakota.

Another $5 million
from the Waltons sup-
ported the presidential
library’s initial efforts,
O’Keefe said.

By Dana Ferguson
The Forum

ST. PAUL — The Min-
nesota Senate on Monday, 
April 25, voted 48-19 to 
advance a public safety 
plan that would put up 
more money for recruit-
ing police officers and 
stiffen penalties for vio-
lent offenders in the state.

The roughly $200 mil-
lion plan would boost 
funding to local law 
enforcement agencies 
to help them recruit and 
retain more officers and 

bring on additional equip-
ment, set new criminal 
penalties for carjacking, 
organized retail theft and 
fleeing a police officer, 
and put in place tougher 
penalties for those who 
commit repeat offens-
es, especially for violent 
crimes.

It would also make pub-
lic prosecutors’ charging 
decisions and judges’ 
sentencing decisions in 
an effort that GOP law-
makers said would help 

Courtesy of Theodore Roosevelt Presidential Library Foundation
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Contribution  
less than the 
expected $50M,  
but fundraising still  
tops project goal

Move comes after Forum 
investigation of texts 
with child porn suspect

Robin 
Huebner 
reports



to make sentences for 
violent offenders more 
uniform around the 
state. They said Twin 
Cities area county attor-
neys had recently made 
sentencing decisions 
that they felt broke with 
the Legislature’s intent 
and they sought to make 
more specific what law-
makers expected of 
them.

“This is not a time 
to build bigger bureau-
cracies, this is a time 
to react to the criminal 
threat that is endanger-
ing our citizens,” the 
bill’s author, Sen. War-
ren Limmer, R-Maple 
Grove, said. “It’s time 
to let the people know 
what’s really going on. 
I keep hearing from cit-
izens almost every day, 
‘Why aren’t they prose-
cuting?’ ”

The issue of public 
safety has been a top 
priority for lawmakers 
this year, as the state 
reported an uptick 
in violent crime. And 
Republicans and Demo-
crats in the Legislature 
have put up different 
plans to address public 
safety issues in Minne-
sota. The Senate mea-
sure is expected to move 
next to a conference 

committee, where leg-
islators from the House 
and Senate will attempt 
to draft a compromise 
bill that can appease 
both chambers.

House Democrats have 
proposed a $150 million 
public safety bill with 
targeted funding aimed 
at helping communi-
ties around the state 
with the highest rates 
of violence and increas-
ing crime. The plan 
attempts to address the 
root causes of violent 
crime such as offering 
diversion programs for 
juvenile offenders and 
relying on community 
groups to deter violence. 
The bill is set to come up 
for a vote in the House 
later this week.

Republicans, who hold 
a majority in the Sen-
ate, said they were open 
to bridging the gaps in 
conference committee, 
but felt their approach 
was better at quelling 
violent crime in Min-
nesota. They also raised 
concerns about sending 
state money to commu-
nity nonprofit groups 
that attempt to pre-
vent violence and offer 
programming to young 
people.

“When it comes to 
public safety, we are 
open to any discussions 
that help keep people 
safe, help keep commu-

nities across the state 
of Minnesota safe,” 
Senate Majority Leader 
Jeremy Miller, R-Wino-
na, told reporters. “Our 
approach is very sim-
ple: more cops, tough on 
crime.”

Senate Democrats on 
Monday attempted to 
bring their $500 mil-
lion public safety bill 
to the floor for a vote 
but couldn’t put up the 
votes to do that. They 
also attempted to amend 
the Republican bill to 
eliminate a defense for 
those who assault LGBT 
people, create a reward 
fund for those who bring 
forward information on 
cases of missing and 
murdered Indigenous 
people, expunge some 
criminal records auto-
matically after a cer-
tain amount of time and 
boost funding for the 
juvenile justice system 
but those efforts came 
up short or were with-
drawn on the floor.

During the more than 
four-hour debate, DFL 
lawmakers said the pro-
posal didn’t do enough 
to prevent causes of 
crime and disagreed 
that harsher penal-
ties would deter violent 
crime in Minnesota. And 
they disagreed with the 
GOP majority’s spend-
ing priority to use much 
of the state’s $9.25 bil-

lion budget surplus for 
a set of tax cuts, leaving 
less than they’d like to 
address public safety.

“This is a non-budget 
year, but the majority is 
spending a lot of money 

in this non-budget year 
too, it’s just in the tax 
bill, not in the bill to 
prevent crime,” Sen. 
Ron Latz, DFL-St. Louis 
Park, said. “This bill 
also has some propos-

als that are real clunkers 
that are feel-good but 
ineffective proposals. 
These proposals may 
make some people feel 
safer while not actual-
ly making them safer: 
buyer beware.”

Both Democrats and 
Republicans have pro-
posed boosting funding 
to public defenders in 
the state, who threat-
ened to strike in March 
and ultimately renego-
tiated their contracts 
after they raised con-
cerns about inadequate 
staffing and excessive 
caseloads. And they 
agreed to amend the 
bill to toughen penalties 
related to selling fen-
tanyl and to offer ben-
efits to the families of 
law enforcement offi-
cers who take their lives 
after battling post-trau-
matic stress disorder.

Follow Dana Ferguson on Twitter 
@bydanaferguson, call 651-

290-0707 or email dferguson@
forumcomm.com.
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Forks County District Court. 
In an initial interview, Holm-
berg told The Forum he had 
read the story, but he later 
said he was unaware of Mor-
gan-Derosier’s child porn 
charges in a follow-up inter-
view.

The state charges have been 
dismissed to make way for 
federal prosecution.

Holmberg, who recently 
changed his phone number, 
previously told a reporter he 
no longer had the text mes-
sages with Morgan-Derosier.

“They’re just gone,” he 
said.

Five days after The Forum 
published its investigation, 
Holmberg resigned his lead-
ing role on Legislative Man-
agement, a powerful state 
committee that manages the 
Legislature’s work between 
sessions.

In the wake of The Forum’s 
story, a 2020 Twitter thread 
making sexual assault alle-

gations against Holmberg 
gained new traction. Former 
North Dakota resident Caton 
Todd alleged he was sexual-
ly assaulted by Holmberg in 
2010 after Holmberg invited 
the man to stay at his condo-
minium in Florida.

Todd told Forum News 

Service that Holmberg invit-
ed him to spend time at a 
Miami-area condo that 
Holmberg owned.

“We’re investigating this,” 
attorney Friese said. “That 
the two were acquainted and 
spent time together is not 
in dispute. Any accusations 

of inappropriate behavior we 
dispute.”

Friese did not deny that 
Holmberg invited Todd to 
visit him in Florida. He also 
confirmed that Holmberg 
owned a condo in the Miami 
area at that time.

A spokesman for Gov. Doug 
Burgum said the Republican 
governor supports Holm-
berg’s decision to resign, but 
he did not elaborate.

Senate Majority Leader Rich 
Wardner, R-Dickinson, said 
Holmberg made the right 
decision to step down because 
he wasn’t running for reelec-
tion and the news reports 
served as a distraction not 
just for the Legislature, but 
for Holmberg.

Wardner said people will 
think Holmberg is resign-
ing because he’s guilty, but 
that is not necessarily the 
case. The Republican leader 
noted Holmberg has not been 
criminally charged, and he’s 
“being tried and sentenced in 
the media.”

“I think people need to 
remember that Sen. Holm-
berg has given a lot of time 

and energy to serving North 
Dakota,” Wardner added.

North Dakota GOP Chair-
man Perrie Schafer declined 
to comment on Holmberg’s 
resignation. Schafer noted the 
party has not yet seen any-
thing to suggest Holmberg is 
guilty of a crime.

North Dakota Democrat-
ic-NPL Chairman Pat Hart 
said Holmberg’s decision to 
leave the Legislature “was 
not only the right decision, 
but really the only decision 
under the circumstances.”

“North Dakotans need leg-
islators they can put their 
full faith in to carry out their 
duties,” Hart said in a state-
ment. “This is a sad situation, 
and one that shouldn’t be 
hanging over our state legis-
lature.”

Messages left for Grand 
Forks Mayor Brandon
Bochenski and Grand Forks/
East Grand Forks Chamber 
of Commerce CEO Barry Wil-
fahrt were not immediately 
returned Monday.

Contact Jeremy Turley at jturley@
forumcomm.com or on Twitter  

at @jeremyjturley.
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Sen. Ray Holmberg, R-Grand Forks, addresses members of the 
North Dakota House and Senate appropriations committees on 
Jan. 7, 2019.

Dana Ferguson / Forum News Service
Minnesota Sen. Warren Limmer, R-Maple Grove, 
speaks with Capitol reporters about a public safety 
bill Monday during a news conference
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West Fargo

It’s been a very long 
year since the sudden 
and heartbreaking 

death of 40-year-old 
West Fargo Police Lt. 
Adam Gustafson. A 
year filled with grief, 
loss, adjustment and 
enormous community 
support.

“Adam was always 
smiling,” said Amber 
Gustafson, Adam’s 
widow. “He didn’t get 
riled up about much. He 
was so funny. He could 
take difficult situations 
and find the humor in 
them.”

Adam grew up 
in Long Prairie, 

Minnesota, and spent 
his first two years of 
college at Minnesota 
State University, 
Mankato. He was so 
horrified by the Sept. 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks 
that he left college and 
joined the Minnesota 
Army National Guard in 
2001. He was deployed 
to Iraq in 2004 and 
spent seven years in the 

Army National Guard.
“He loved being in 

the Army,” Amber 
said. “He liked the 
camaraderie of it. He 
had a sense of pride 
in his country. He just 
loved America. I used to 
say Adam would paint 
the house red, white 
and blue if I let him.”

Adam’s time in Iraq 
convinced him to go 
into law enforcement. 
So, he finished college 
in 2008 with a degree 
in criminal justice from 
the University of North 
Dakota.

After training to 
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By April Baumgarten

GRAND FORKS — Fed-
eral agents searched the 
home of North Dakota’s 
longest-serving state 
senator and seized sev-
eral items in Novem-

ber, less 
than three 
m o n t h s 
after he 
exchanged 
text mes-
sages with 
a jailed 
child porn 
and child 
sex abuse 

suspect, according to a 
police report.

The police report, 
obtained Wednesday, 
May 4, by The Forum 
through a public records 
request, describes the 

Nov. 17 search of Sen. 
Ray Holmberg’s condo in 
Grand Forks.

A federal agent 
knocked on Holmberg’s 
door at about 9:30 that 
morning and announced 
that law enforcement 
had a warrant to search 
his home, the report said. 
Holmberg answered the 
door and was present for 
the search.

A Grand Forks police 
detective helped with 
the search while fed-
eral agents interviewed 
Holmberg at his dining 
room table. The detec-
tive found “a couple” of 
CD-Rs and DVD-Rs in 
the drawer of a bedroom 
nightstand, according 
to the report. CD-Rs 
and DVD-Rs are discs 
onto which data can be 
recorded.

Along with the discs, 

Feds searched 
Holmberg’s home, 
report shows 
Agents seized  
discs, ‘multiple 
other items’

Holmberg
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‘It simply doesn’t 
work without Adam’
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DFL, GOP will pick 
favorites for governor 
soon. What do their 
endorsements mean?

By Alex Derosier

ST. PAUL — Delegates 
from Minnesota’s two 
biggest political parties 
are gathering this month 
in Rochester for con-
ventions where they’ll 
endorse candidates for 
statewide offices includ-
ing governor and attor-
ney general.

It’s a key step in an 
election year: Parties 
decide which candi-
dates they will commit 
resources to ahead of the 
August primary, where 
voters decide who will 
go on the ballot for the 
November general elec-
tion.

But the endorsement 
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By Barry Amundson

FARGO — The 
long-awaited new Red 
River Regional Dispatch 
Center project is moving 
ahead on several fronts, 
with a possible location 
in mind and architectural 
drawings underway.

Cass County Adminis-
trator Robert Wilson said 
they were hoping “to get 
some momentum going” 
on the project that will 
move the center away 
from downtown Fargo. 
The idea has been dis-

cussed for years.
The center is a part-

nership between Cass 
and Clay counties, Fargo, 
West Fargo and Moor-
head and is the first 911 
operation in the nation 
that crosses state lines.

“There are a lot of 
moving pieces,” Wilson 
said, including a draft of 
an updated joint powers 
agreement between the 
five partners, architec-
tural drawings in prog-
ress, a potential location 

Officials eye space  
near Sanford Medical 
Center for dispatch hub

HUB: Page A12



is no guarantee of suc-
cess. Neither the current 
governor, Tim Walz, 
nor current attorney 
general, Keith Ellison, 
received the Democratic-
Farmer-Labor Party 

convention 
e n d o r s e -
ment in 
2018. Over 
the past 30 
years, the 
e n d o r s e -
ment has 
not been 
a reliable 
indicator of 

who will end up with a 
“DFL” or “R” next to 
their name in November, 
said Hamline University 
political science profes-
sor David Schultz.

So why does it matter? 
Schultz says there are a 
few ways the endorse-
ment gives candidates a 
boost.

“One of them would be 
if you’re facing a primary 
challenge, if you have an 
endorsement the party 
can commit resources 
to help you defend your 
endorsement and defend 
against challengers,” he 
explained. “The second 
thing you would pre-
sume is to think that 
having the endorsement 
would chase away chal-
lengers within your own 
party.”

But that doesn’t 
always play out in the 
party-preferred candi-
date’s favor.

“It’s somewhere 
between less than 50% 
and the coin toss,” 
Schultz said. “At the end 
of the day, the party’s 
nomination just doesn’t 
seem to be as important 
as it should be in the-
ory.”

Why might that be the 
case? People who are 
delegates to the state 
conventions are not nec-
essarily representative 
of their party as a whole. 
DFL delegates are like-
ly to be more liberal or 
progressive-leaning and 
Republicans are more 
likely to be more conser-
vative than their average 
fellow party members.

“What winds up hap-
pening is people who 

show up at the conven-
tions, they’re not repre-
sentative of the broader 
party and that’s part of 
why you’re seeing the 
phenomenon that you’re 
seeing,” Schultz said.

How are delegates 

Who gets to decide 
who the Democrats and 
Republicans endorse? 
It starts at the precinct 
caucuses, the opening 
event in an election year 
in Minnesota. Local com-
munity members gather 
to choose delegates who 
will endorse candidates 
later on in the year. Pre-
cinct caucuses are also 
an opportunity for party 
members to discuss and 
introduce policy propos-
als to the party platform 

Delegates nominated 
at the precinct caucuses 
then attend conventions 
for statewide and local 
elections, as well as leg-
islative and Congressio-
nal districts, where they 
pick candidates to give 

Both the DFL and 
Republican statewide 
office endorsement 
conventions will be in 
Rochester this year. The 
Republican convention 
is May 13-14 and the 
DFL convention is May 
20-22. Thousands will 
gather to decide the par-
ty’s preferred candidates 
for governor, attorney 
general, auditor, and 

Endorsements can 
give a candidate a big 
boost in a race, and can-
didates will sometimes 
pledge not to run in the 
August primary if they 
do not get their party’s 
endorsement. But even 
if a candidate does not 
get his or her party’s 
endorsement, they can 
still run in the August 
primary election.

In 2018, state Rep. 
Erin Murphy received 
the DFL endorsement for 
governor. But then-Con-
gressman Walz pushed 
forward to the prima-
ry and ended up win-
ning. Attorney General 
Ellison, who was also 
in Congress at the time, 
did not enter the 2018 
race until after the DFL 
convention but ended 
up winning his prima-
ry. The party-endorsed 
candidate, Matt Pelikan, 
came in fourth place.

Looking ahead
With multiple can-

didates vying for 2022 
endorsements for gov-
ernor and attorney gen-
eral, the Republican 
convention is shaping up 
to be the more interest-
ing gathering.

It remains murky as to 
who has an edge in the 
governor’s race, where 
five candidates are vying 
for the nomination.

Former state Sen. Scott 
Jensen has a fundraising 
advantage over his com-
petitors, and had a sig-
nificant edge in a straw 
poll at the state pre-
cinct caucuses in Febru-
ary, where he got 38% 
of 16,000 votes. Other 
candidates include Sen. 
Paul Gazelka, business-
man and political out-
sider Kendall Qualls, and 
former Hennepin County 

Schultz said that while 
the outcome of the con-
vention might not give 
much clarity on who 
will win the primary, an 
endorsement may give 
some indication of the 
direction of the Minne-
sota Republican Party.

“I’d be curious to see 
if they go with Jensen 
then the party is clearly 
going in a direction that 
would be in the wing 
of the Trump party, as 
opposed to Gazelka who 

would be more institu-
tional, the kind of can-
didate Trump people 
might run against,” he 
said.

Another possibili-
ty is that the GOP will 
complete its conven-
tion without endorsing a 

candidate for governor, 
further muddying the 
picture for the gover-
nor’s race.

This year the DFL con-
vention appears to be 
a straightforward one 
where incumbent can-
didates Walz, Ellison, as 

well as Secretary of State 
Steve Simon and Audi-
tor Julie Blaha will like-
ly receive endorsements 
with no challenge.

Follow Alex Derosier on 

Twitter @xanderosier or email 

aderosier@forumcomm.com.
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Operators at the Red River Regional Dispatch Center answer 911 
calls in 2021.

next to the Sanford Medical 
Center and a financial plan.

Former Fargo City Attorney 
Erik Johnson provided the draft 
of the joint powers agreement 
two weeks ago based on pre-
vious discussions with all five 
partners, who are reviewing 
and providing comments.

The St. Paul-based SEH 
architectural firm, which the 
county hired for the project, is 
progressing on potential facil-
ity layout and design options, 
Wilson said.

He said Dispatch Center 
Director Mary Phillippi and 
County Commissioners Rick 
Steen and Mary Scherling met 

with the firm to talk about 
balancing facility needs while 
being cost-conscious.

A meeting is planned with 
Sanford about locating the 
center on a piece of their 
property near the hospital at 
5225 23rd Ave. S., Wilson said, 
although other sites are still 
being considered.

As for as who would own 
the facility, Wilson said it was 
Cass County’s preference to 
pay the North Dakota portion 
of the construction costs so as 
to prevent any double taxation, 
with Fargo and West Fargo also 
having to contribute funds.

There is also a possibility 
that Cass County could pay all 
of the construction costs, own 
the building and then work 
with Clay County and Moor-
head on cost participation.

Wilson said this could be 
similar to how the regional 
detention center for juveniles 
works with Clay County own-
ing the facility in Moorhead 
with participation from the 
local partners.

All five partners currently 
pay for operations of the dis-
patch center, too.

Cass County is the fiscal 
agent on the project and has 
been considering using federal 
COVID-19 relief funds to pay 
for construction.

The current site is said to 
be overcrowded, and a Fed-
eral Emergency Management 
Agency report from a few years 
ago raised safety concerns 
about being near the rail-
road tracks and having win-
dows that could be damaged in 
severe weather.

HUB
From Page A1



By C.S. Hagen
The Forum

Fargo 

The sights and 
stories Monte 
Schumacher sees 

and hears during his 
trips into Ukraine 
to help amputees 
are heartbreaking 
snapshots of an ongoing 
nightmare.

Crammed into military 

hospitals, thousands 
of mothers, fathers, 
daughters, sons, 
injured soldiers, are 
without limbs. Young 
video gamers — now 
conscripted soldiers — 

are flying altered drones 
fitted with bombs.

On the front lines, 
World War I style 
trenches are bombarded 
every day while young 
men in hoodies fill 

ballistic vests with sand, 
hoping to stop Russian 
bullets.

Schumacher, a Fargo 
native who graduated 
from Shanley High 
School in 1979, first 
decided to start driving 
medical supplies into 
Ukraine from Poland 
when he discovered 
hundreds of people 
missing limbs during 
his trips.

Since the midnight 
invasion of Ukraine 
by Russia began on 
Feb. 24, there have 
been more than 9,151 
civilian casualties in 
the country, with 4,169 
killed and 4,982 injured, 
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Sanford, UND 
deny claims 
of sexual 
harassment

North Dakota leaders 
have no plans to 
suspend gas taxes

Delivering courage

Photos special to The Forum

By Patrick Springer
The Forum

FARGO — Sanford 
Health and the Uni-
versity of North Dako-
ta filed legal responses 
denying a female medi-
cal resident’s allegations 
that she was subjected 
to sexual harassment by 
the male physician who 
supervised the residency 
program.

The allegations were 
made in a lawsuit filed 
April 6 in U.S. District 
Court in Fargo by Dr. 
Fiona Axelsson, who 
was in the University of 
North Dakota’s family 
medicine residency pro-
gram supervised by Dr. 
Jason Myrmoe, a San-
ford physician.

Axelsson, who started 
in the residency program 
in 2019, claimed in her 
lawsuit that problems 
with Myrmoe started in 
2020.

The harassing behav-
ior started with Myrmoe 
making comments such 
as “you’re too emotion-
al” and “get some sleep” 
and later involved open-
ly “leering” at Axels-
son, sometimes in the 
presence of others, her 
lawsuit said.

In its answer to the 
suit, filed Monday, June 
6, Sanford made general 
and specific denials to 
Axelsson’s allegations of 
sexual harassment, dis-
crimination and retali-
ation.

Although Myrmoe 
acknowledged telling 
Axelsson to “tread care-
fully” about her claim 

that he didn’t care about 
the students in the resi-
dency program, Sanford 
denied that he engaged 
in any improper con-
duct, including “leer-
ing” at Axelsson.

Specifically, Sanford 
denied that Axelsson 
“continued experiencing 
harassing conduct from 
Dr. Myrmoe as alleged.”

Axelsson’s lawsuit 
alleged that Dr. Lara 
Lunde, who replaced 
Myrmoe as director of 
the family medicine res-
idency program at San-
ford, told an investiga-
tor that Myrmoe gave 
her an “unsolicited back 
massage in the presence 
of another medical res-
ident and two nurses.”

In response, Sanford 
denied Axelsson’s alle-
gation, but gave no spe-
cifics.

Sanford acknowledged 
that Axelsson engaged 
in conversations with 
Lunde, acknowledged 
that Axelsson com-
plained to human 
resources regarding her 
interactions with Myr-
moe and that it inves-
tigated the matter, but 
denied that Axelsson 
was subjected to harass-
ment.

Also, Sanford acknowl-
edged that it met with 
Axelsson to discuss the 
outcome of the inves-
tigation, “including 
matters raised by oth-
ers,” but denied that it 
informed her that Myr-
moe “sexually harassed 
her.”

By April Baumgarten
The Forum

FARGO — A former 
North Dakota lawmak-
er’s electronics, includ-
ing devices the state 
issued to him, were 
seized by federal inves-
tigators shortly after the 
lawmaker texted a jailed 
child porn suspect.

Retired Sen. Ray 
Holmberg’s attor-
ney Mark Friese con-

firmed to The Forum on 
Wednesday, June 8, that 
investigators seized 
some of Holmberg’s 
electronic items and 
storage devices. That 
included some assigned 
to the former senator by 
the state that he used as 
a legislator, Friese said.

North Dakota Leg-
islative Council Direc-
tor John Bjornson said 
Holmberg turned in 

several items on June 
1, his last day as a law-
maker, including his 
State Capitol ID and 
parking pass. What was 
not turned in was a lap-
top and iPad the state 
issued to Holmberg, 
Bjornson said.

Holmberg, 78, 
announced in April 
he would resign after 
The Forum reported he 

By Jeremy Turley
The Forum

BISMARCK — Several 
states have suspended 
their gasoline taxes amid 
record high prices at the 
pump, but North Dako-
ta leaders say they have 
no plans to take similar 
steps.

Lawmakers in Geor-
gia, New York and a 
handful of other states 
have recently approved 
measures to temporar-
ily stop collecting state 
gas taxes, marginally 

easing the strain of gas 
prices that have climbed 
in recent months amid 
disturbances in the oil 
markets and high rates 
of inflation.

Drivers in North Dako-
ta were paying an aver-
age of $4.62 per gallon 
of gas and $5.35 per gal-
lon of diesel as of Tues-
day, June 7, according to 
AAA.

Top North Dakota leg-
islators have not spo-
ken about suspending 

lines.

Dakota Senate on June 

Senate appropriations 
committees on Jan. 7, 
2019.
Forum News  
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the state’s 23-cent-
per-gallon gas tax, said 
Senate Majority Leader 
Rich Wardner, R-Dick-
inson.

Wardner said law-
makers could take up 
the issue at the next 
regular legislative ses-
sion starting in January, 
but he didn’t foresee 
any action prior to that.

Mike Nowatzki, a 
spokesman for Republi-
can Gov. Doug Burgum, 
said he’s not aware of 
any proposals to halt 
gas tax collection. He 
forwarded Forum News

Service an article from 
the conservative-lean-
ing Tax Foundation 
that referred to paus-
ing the federal gas tax 
as an “ill-suited poli-

cy for addressing ris-
ing spending” because 
taking away from road 

maintenance funding 
would hurt drivers and 
the economy in other 

ways.
Nowatzki added that 

Burgum has repeated-

ly urged the adminis-
tration of Democrat-
ic President Joe Biden 
to “reverse course on 
its misguided domes-
tic energy policies and 
unleash U.S. energy 
producers to increase 
domestic (oil) supply.”

Biden has charged 
American oil producers 
with declining to take 
advantage of drilling 
permits already granted 
by the federal govern-
ment.

North Dakota law-
makers killed legisla-
tion last year to raise the 
state’s gas tax for the 
first time since 2005. 
The 23-cent charge 
sits more than a nick-
el below the national 
average. Gas tax collec-
tions are used to main-
tain roads and bridges 
across the state.
Contact Jeremy Turley at jturley@

forumcomm.com.

exchanged text messages 
with Nicholas James Mor-
gan-Derosier in late August. 
Morgan-Derosier, a 34-year-
old from Grand Forks, was 
in the Grand Forks County 
Jail and faced state child porn 
charges at the time of the text 
exchanges.

Morgan-Derosier now is 
charged in federal court. The 
Grand Forks man is accused 
of sharing child porn and tak-
ing two children from their 
Minneapolis-area home to his 
house with intentions to sex-
ually abuse them.

A federal prosecutor said 
during Morgan-Derosi-
er’s January detention hear-
ing that a 77-year-old Grand 
Forks man asked or told Mor-
gan-Derosier “he wants him 
to bring (Morgan-Derosier’s 
19- or 20-year-old boyfriend) 
over to his house to give him 
a massage,” according to a 
transcript of the hearing. 
This was part of the pros-
ecution’s argument to show 

Morgan-Derosier exploited 
people.

The 77-year-old man was 
not named, though Holmberg 
was that age at the time of 
the text exchanges. Records 
obtained by The Forum showed 
Holmberg and Morgan-Der-
osier exchanged more than 70 
texts over a two-day period.

Holmberg previously 
acknowledged to a reporter 
that he texted Morgan-Der-
osier. The then-senator said 
it was about “a variety of 
things,” including patio work 
Morgan-Derosier did for him.

When asked about the mas-
sage request, Holmberg told 
The Forum, “I don’t know 
what you’re talking about, 
OK?”

Holmberg said the texts 
were “gone” when asked if 
a reporter could review the 
messages. Jail officials and 
federal prosecutors have 
declined to disclose the con-
tents of the text messages, 
citing the open investigation 
into Morgan-Derosier.

The Forum also uncovered a 
police report that said Home-
land Security agents and a 
Grand Forks police detective 

seized items from Holmberg’s 
home in mid-November, 
including writable CDs and 
DVDs. The three investiga-
tors also worked on the Mor-
gan-Derosier case. The police 
report did not give a reason 
for the search of Holmberg’s 
home, which came less than 
three months after Holmberg’s 
texts with Morgan-Derosier.

The Associated Press first 
reported that devices the state 
issued to Holmberg were seized 
by law enforcement. Holmberg 
referred The Forum’s ques-
tions about the state devices to 
his attorney Friese.

“At one point, I was told 
the state property was being 
returned, but it apparently has 
not,” Friese said in an email 
to The Forum. “I’ll need to 
defer to Legislative Council for 
any comment regarding their 
property.”

Bjornson declined to com-
ment on why the laptop and 
iPad were not returned or 
whether law enforcement con-
tacted the Legislative Coun-
cil about Holmberg’s use of 
state-owned electronics.

“Legislative Council and 
legislator communications are 

protected under state statute,” 
Bjornson said.

The state gave Holmberg 
a second iPad in Novem-
ber, which was returned this 
month, Bjornson said.

Before his resignation, 
Holmberg was the lon-
gest-serving state senator 
in the U.S. The Grand Forks 
Republican was a powerful 
legislator who chaired the 
North Dakota Senate Appro-
priations committee and Leg-
islative Management.

Holmberg init ial ly 
announced in March that he 
did not plan to run for reelec-
tion before his term expired 
at the end of this year, citing 
health issues including weak-
ened cognitive abilities.

But 10 days after The 
Forum’s April 15 story on the 
text exchanges, Holmberg 
announced his plan to resign 
June 1. That announcement 
also came after a report on 
a 2020 Twitter thread that 
alleged he sexually assaulted 
a North Dakota resident in 
2010 while they were at the 
then-senator’s condominium 
in Florida.

Readers can reach Forum reporter 
April Baumgarten at 701-241-5417 or 

abaumgarten@forumcomm.com. Follow her 
on Twitter @aprilbaumsaway.
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North Dakota’s average gas price reached a record high of $4.62 per gallon on 
Tuesday, June 7, but prices are marginally lower in Bismarck.

Myrmoe resigned 
as supervisor of the 
residency program 
and returned to full-
time practice, San-
ford acknowledged, but 
denied any failure to 
investigate Axelsson’s
harassment allega-
tions in a timely man-
ner. Sanford also denied 
retaliating against 
Axelsson, and said she 
was not entitled to any 
lost income or other
damages.

In its answer, also
filed Monday, June 6,
UND acknowledged
investigating Axels-
son’s allegations. UND
also acknowledged that
Lunde told a Sanford 
investigator that Axels-
son claimed Myrmoe
“touched her shoulders 
in a public area while at 
work,” but denied any 
allegations of harass-
ment or discrimination.

“UND denies the alle-
gations of retaliatory 
action and conspiracy,” 
UND said in answering 
Axelsson’s lawsuit.

Axelsson, whose res-
idency contract wasn’t 
renewed, claims she was 
retaliated against for
her complaints of sexual
harassment and has had 
mental health struggles 
as a result, becoming 
severely depressed and 
suicidal. She was diag-
nosed with post-trau-
matic stress disorder 
and substance use dis-
order, her lawsuit said.

UND denied Axels-
son’s allegation of 
breach of contract.

No trial date has been
set in the case.
Readers can reach Forum reporter 
Patrick Springer at 701-241-5522 

or pspringer@forumcomm.com.
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FORUM FARMLAND 
FOR SALE

Phone: 
701-799-5213 

Steven  Johnson 
steve@johnsonauctionandrealty.com

R.E. Broker Auctioneer Lic# 976

FOR SALE: 15 1/2 Acre Hobby Farm in West Fargo, ND 
across the road from the WF Airport.
FOR SALE: Cass County Building Site with large barn, 
no house & a total of 40 acres of land SE of Erie, ND.
FOR SALE: 480 Acres of Ransom County, ND Farmland, 
NW of Gwinner, ND.
FOR SALE: 898 Acres of McHenry County, ND 
Continuous Pastureland w/ excellent fencing,  
South of Towner, ND.

40 years of agricultural experience in 
North Dakota, South Dakota and Minnesota

www.johnsonauctionandrealty.com

‘Relentlessly creative’

Morgan-Derosier 
faces life if convicted

After 139 years, Churchs Ferry, North Dakota, to be dissolved
THE END IS IN SIGHT

Eric Hylden / Grand Forks Herald

By Ingrid Harbo

Churchs Ferry, N.D.

Paul Christenson has 
lived in Churchs 
Ferry his whole life. 

He plans to stay, even 
with the town’s end in 
sight.

He has served as the 
town’s mayor over two 
different stretches, 
first from 1987 to 
1992, and again from 
1999 to now. As the 
population of Churchs 
Ferry has fallen to only 
six people (Christenson 
says six live there, but 
a sign in town says 
seven), he has taken on 
more responsibilities, 
mowing, plowing and 
trimming the trees as a 

one man-city shop.
Christenson, who has 

lived in Churchs Ferry 

for 64 years, stayed 
through widespread 
flooding and a 

government buyout of 
most of the town. He 
says he will remain 
there long after the 
town ceases to exist.

“Until I croak. I’m 
going to be buried under 
that big white tree over 
there” he said, gesturing
toward a weeping birch 
near his auto repair 
shop.

On June 14, residents 
of Churchs Ferry voted 
5-1 to dissolve the 
town. It means the 
tiny community — 
located northwest of 
Devils Lake — will no 
longer be recognized 
as an incorporated city, 
effective Sept. 1, ending 
a 139-year run.

Fargo

A friendly and 
familiar face and 
voice in the F-M 

metro as a longtime 
radio host, television 
news anchor and stage 
actor has died.

Doug Hamilton, 
age 72 of Fargo, died 
Friday, August 5, under 
the care of hospice at 
Sanford Medical Center.

Hamilton had 
fought acute myeloid 
leukemia, a type of 
blood cancer, since late 
May of 2021.

A memorial 
celebration is set for 
11 a.m. Friday, August 
26, inside Delmar 
J. Hansen Theatre 
at Minnesota State 
University Moorhead, 
Hamilton’s alma mater.

Hamilton’s son, Ben 
Hamilton of St. Paul, 
said he was grateful 
his dad was able to 
stay with him during 
breaks from treatment 

at Minnesota Fairview 
hospital in Minneapolis 
over the past year or 
so.

“I got to know him 
in a deeper way than 
I ever could have 
imagined. Having had 
this time with him… 
I wouldn’t trade it for 
anything,” his son 
said.

Hamilton underwent 
a bone marrow 
transplant last fall 
from a donor described 
as a good match, but 
the transplant didn’t 
“take.”

He enrolled in 
multiple medical 
trials in an effort to 
beat the cancer and 
was prepared to join 
another one up until 
a few days before his 
death, his son said.

Longtime friend John 
Tandberg said he and 
Hamilton talked often.

By David Olson
The Forum

HAWLEY, Minn. — The 
Spring Prairie Hutter-
ite colony near Hawley 
recently secured an inter-
im use permit for a proj-
ect that will replace much 
of the colony’s existing 
housing and infrastruc-
ture.

The permit comes in 
the wake of action taken 
by the Clay County Com-
mission earlier this year, 
when they approved a 

request from the colo-
ny to make “intentional 
communities” a permit-
ted use in agricultural 
general zoning districts.

The Spring Prairie Col-
ony, known officially as 
the Spring Prairie Hutte-
rian Brethren, was estab-
lished in the late 1970s 
and over time has grown 
to an estimated 260 or 
more members.

If the community 
incorporated, it would be 
the eighth-most popu-

lated community in Clay 
County, according to 
information that was part 
of a Clay County Planning 
Commission hearing on 
the Spring Prairie colo-
ny’s proposal.

According to the colo-
ny’s plan, the project will 
result in one multi-fami-
ly housing structure built 
in four phases.

There will be fewer than 
150 residential units, and 
there will be additions to 
three legs of the colony’s 

community center.
A new K-12 school 

will be built, along with 
parking and playground 
areas. Support structures 
including greenhouses, 
outbuildings and storage 
facilities will also be con-
structed.

Before changing the 
rules earlier this year, the 
county limited residential 
density to two homes per 
40-acre tract, or up to 16 
lots per subdivision.

By April Baumgarten
The Forum

FARGO — Federal 
prosecutors want to use 
evidence that suggests 
a man tied to a former 
North Dakota state sena-
tor sexually abused mul-
tiple children, sometimes 
with a former aide to a 
U.S. senator.

The U.S. Attorney’s 
Office in Fargo filed a 
notice on Monday, Aug. 
1, that asks a federal 

judge to allow the evi-
dence to be presented at 
trial against 34-year-old 
Nicholas James Mor-
gan-Derosier. The Grand 
Forks man’s trial is set 
for Feb. 14 in Fargo and is 
expected to last seven to 
eight days, according to 
documents filed Friday.

that remain 11 years after Zion Lutheran Church in 
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The Clay County Courthouse is seen June 7, 2016, 
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By Travis Gulbrandson
Alexandria Echo Press
MINNEAPOLIS — Pat-

rick Walsh recently cele-
brated the fourth year of 
a business he co-found-
ed, Anatomic Inc., 
which sells human stem 
cell-derived sensory 
neurons to pharmaceu-
tical companies for the 
possible creation of new, 
nonaddictive painkillers.

Walsh, who grew up 
near Forada, Minnesota, 
earned a bachelor of arts 
degree in biology with 
a chemistry minor from 
the University of Min-
nesota-Morris, and a 
master’s degree in stem 
cell biology from the 
University of Minneso-
ta-Twin Cities. Biology 
is something Walsh has 
always been interested 
in.

“The whole language 
of biology was really 
interesting to me,” he 
said. “Getting into stem 
cell biology is just a more 

s p e c i f i c 
l anguage , 
and it’s 
i n t e r e s t -
ing, what 
it has the 
p o t e n t i a l 
to do. It’s 
still early 

days, but it’s an exciting 
field.”

He co-founded Ana-
tomic Inc. with Vince 
Truong based on a dis-
covery they made in the 
lab.

“They basically have 
cells in dishes and these 
cells are always in dan-
ger of being ruined, 
basically. Imagine it 
takes a year to make a 
car or something, and 
anything can go wrong 
in the middle (of it),” 
Walsh explained. “That’s 
kind of what cell manu-
facture can be like.”

Basically, you want the 
process to be shorter, 
and very efficient end-
to-end, Walsh said.

“That means you can 

get something out at the 
end that can be useful for 
something downstream 
relatively sooner without 
mistakes,” he said.

To do this, “I kind of 
rebuilt from basic princi-
ples how to make certain 
cell types very quickly 
and efficiently so that 
you can rely on quality 
at the end,” Walsh said.

He originally targeted 
dendrocytes, which help 
neurons do important 
functions.

“It’s very difficult to 
make those from stem 
cells,” he said. “The 
most difficult proto-
cols or manufacturing 
schemes take about six 
months, so it’s like, ‘How 
do I take this six-month 
process and get it repro-
ducible, get it shorter?’ I 
studied that, and think-
ing about everything 
along the way, there’s 
different parts to a pro-
cess, and you focus on 
one part of a process and 
try to get improvements 

to every part of a pro-
cess.”

The first part of that 
process takes 10 days in 
culture.

“What I was able to 
do in the academic work 
was to take that 10 days 
that everyone in the 
world has to go through 
and turned it into this 
24-hour period by 
exploring the chemistry 
a little bit,” Walsh said. 
“So that was a nine-day 
shortcut that we had 
that no one else had at 
the time because it was 
under development.

“When you get that 
10-day shortcut, that 
gets you to day 11 in 24 
hours, so you can focus 
on day 11 and find short-
cuts there,” he said. 
“Basically at the end of 
the day, what takes 35 
days traditionally, we 
can do in about a week, 
and that helps tremen-
dously.”

As the company was 
developed, that process 

was taken and focused on 
one neuron in the body, 
a sensory neuron which 
“allows you to sense the 
outside world,” Walsh 
said. “Things like itch 
and pain and heat, it can 
notice that. People use 
that for understanding 
pain and figuring out 
new painkillers.”

Walsh continued, “As 
we went out and spoke 
to people, it became clear 
that pharmaceutical 
companies were look-
ing for ways to better 
understand human pain, 
so they were looking for 
nociceptors, or human 
sensory neurons.”

The lab work ended up 
with what was thought 
to be a nociceptor, and 
input was taken from 
companies to under-
stand what they needed 
and to see if they could 
get the cells to perform 
correctly.

“Eventually you col-
lect all this data that 
says your cells do what 

they’re supposed to do,
and the researchers and
pharmaceutical com-
panies will say, ‘These
seem to do what they’re
supposed to do,’” Walsh
said.

A certain number of 
cells is required to do the 
necessary tasks.

“These aren’t a
renewable cell, so you
use them in a test … and
then they have to buy 
more,” Walsh said. “So
we just keep making the 
cells, they keep using the 
cells, and that’s how it 
works.”

Walsh said the busi-
ness could expand fur-
ther with the develop-
ment of different types 
of neurons.

“There’s a lot of dif-
ferent types of neurons,” 
Walsh said. “So if you 
can create new types of 
neurons and find out 
why they’re useful for
people, then you can 
scale that way.”

Minnesota man makes breakthrough in stem cell research

Walsh

The 988 mental health hotline is expanding 

By Christina Saint Louis
Kaiser Health News

The National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline’s 
988 phone number, 

which launched July 16, 
was designed as a universal 
mental health support tool for 
callers at any time anywhere.

But the U.S. is a patchwork 
of resources for crisis 
assistance, so what comes 
next isn’t universal. The level 
of support that 988 callers 
receive depends on their ZIP 
code.

In particular, rural 
Americans, who die by suicide 
at a far higher rate than 
residents of urban areas, 
often have trouble accessing 
mental health services. 
While 988 can connect 
them to a call center close 
to home, they could end up 
being directed to far-away 
resources.

The new system is 
supposed to give people an 
alternative to 911, yet callers 
from rural areas who are 
experiencing a mental health 
crisis may still be met by 
law enforcement personnel, 
rather than mental health 
specialists.

More than 150 million 
people in the U.S. — most 
from rural or partially rural 
communities — live in 
places designated as mental 
health professional shortage 
areas by the federal Health 
Resources and Services 
Administration. That 
means their communities 
don’t have enough mental 
health providers — usually 
psychiatrists — to serve the 
population.

The Biden administration 
distributed about $105 million 
to states to help increase 
local crisis call center staffing 
for the new 988 system. 
But states are responsible 
for filling any gaps in the 
continuum of care that callers 
rely on if they need more 
than a phone conversation. 
States also shoulder most of 
the responsibility for staffing 
and funding their 988 call 
centers once the federal 
funding runs dry.

The federal Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration, 
which runs the existing 
800-273-8255 lifeline that 
988 expands upon, has said 
that a state that launches a 
successful 988 program will 
ensure callers have a mental 
health professional to talk 
to, a mobile crisis team to 
respond to them, and a place 
to go — such as a short-term 
residential crisis stabilization 
facility — that offers 
diagnosis and treatment. The 
federal agency also intends 
for 988 to reduce reliance 
on law enforcement, expand 
access to mental health 
care, and relieve pressure on 

emergency rooms.
Those objectives may not 

play out equally in all states 
or communities.

If a call center has no 
mobile crisis team to 
dispatch, “you don’t have 
the stabilization, then you’re 
basically going from the 
call center — if they can’t 
meet your needs — to the 
emergency room,” said Dr. 
Brian Hepburn, executive 
director of the National 
Association of State Mental 
Health Program Directors. 
The group developed model 
988 legislation for states 
that emphasizes the need for 
consistent services regardless 
of caller location.

For the new call system 
to be consistent, “you really 
need that full continuum 
of care,” Hepburn said. 
“The expectation isn’t that 
it’s available now. The 
expectation is your state 
would eventually get you 
there.”

But as 988 launched, 
most states had not passed 
legislation to fill gaps in 
mental health care.

A challenge in  
South Dakota

In South Dakota, which has 
the eighth-highest suicide 
rate among states, health 
officials said responding to 
mental health crises in rural 
counties will be a challenge. 
So they plan to incorporate 
volunteer emergency medical 
services and fire department 
personnel into the emergency 
response to 988 calls on the 
ground. More than two-thirds 
of South Dakotans live in a 
mental health professional 
shortage area.

The state has only one 
professional mobile crisis 
team that responds to 
emergencies in person, 
according to South Dakota 
Department of Social Services 

Cabinet Secretary Laurie Gill. 
The mobile response team is 
in South Dakota’s largest city, 
Sioux Falls, and serves the 
southeastern corner of the 
state.

“Some of our communities 
have virtual mobile crisis 
teams,” said Janet Kittams, 
CEO of Helpline Center, 
the South Dakota nonprofit 
that will answer the 
state’s 988 calls. “Some 
of our communities have 
co-responder models. Some 
of our communities will do 
direct response with law 
enforcement. So it really does 
vary quite a bit across the 
state.”

Sioux Falls is also home 
to one of the state’s two 
short-term crisis facilities. 
The other is more than 300 
miles away, in Rapid City. 
South Dakota also has 11 
community mental health 
centers that assess patients 
and provide outpatient 
treatment. Those centers also 
use law enforcement agencies 
to respond to mental health 
crises.

A Helpline Center counselor 
could direct a 988 caller to 
one of those centers.

“Sometimes, yes, you 
will have to drive a couple 
hours to get to a community 
mental health center, but 
sometimes not,” Kittams 
said. “Generally speaking, 
people who live in the rural 
parts of South Dakota very 
much understand that they 
potentially are going to have 
to drive to a resource, because 
that’s probably true in the 
other aspects of their life, not 
just for mental health care, 
but for other types of care or 
resources that they need.”

Helpline Center reported 
that its operators de-escalate 
80% of calls without 
deploying a crisis team. But 
Vibrant Emotional Health, a 
nonprofit that co-administers 

the nationwide lifeline, has 
projected a fivefold increase 
in calls for South Dakota in 
the first year that 988 is in 
place. Any spike in calls will 
likely increase the demand on 
crisis teams.

Vibrant has said that 
988 will reach at least an 
additional 2 million people 
nationwide in its first year. 
Half of them are expected to 
come through the diversion 
of mental health-related calls 
from 911 and other crisis 
centers to 988.

Just next door to South 
Dakota, Iowa entered the 988 
era with a more robust mobile 
crisis response system — “at 
least on paper,” said Peggy 
Huppert, executive director 
of the Iowa chapter of the 
National Alliance on Mental 
Illness. Eighty-seven of the 
state’s 99 counties have a 
mobile crisis provider, but 
most Iowans live in a mental 
health professional shortage 
area.

The remaining 12 counties 
— all rural — rely on law 
enforcement and emergency 
medical technicians, Huppert 
said.

“We still have a long way 
to go with properly training 
all first responders, especially 
law enforcement, because 
law enforcement are trained 
to come to a scene and take 
control of the scene,” she 
said. “People who are in 
a behavioral health crisis, 
who are perhaps psychotic, 
sometimes they’re hearing 
voices, they’re hallucinating, 
they’re in an altered state. 
They are not prone to obeying 
commands. That’s where 
things often go sideways.”

Officials at a 988 call center 
for nine counties in east-
central Iowa operated by 
CommUnity Crisis Services 
said that their mobile crisis 
teams will be composed only 
of counselors but that law 

enforcement agencies may be 
called if a team determines 
that’s necessary for its safety.

CommUnity Crisis Services 
has three mobile crisis service 
providers who arrive in 
unmarked vehicles.

Adrianne Korbakes, 
chief operating officer at 
CommUnity, said the mobile 
crisis teams are a great 
option in rural communities 
where seeking mental health 
treatment might carry a 
stigma. And with 988, she 
said, “you can call or text or 
chat from the privacy of your 
own home — nobody has to 
know that you’re accessing 
services.”

To prepare for those 
contacts, CommUnity has 
nearly doubled its staff during
the past seven months — 
expanding from 88 employees 
in January to 175 in July.

Despite the 988 
preparations in Iowa and 
South Dakota, neither state’s 
Legislature has funded the 
system long term. In the 
National Suicide Hotline 
Designation Act of 2020, 
Congress gave states the 
authority to cover 988 
expenses by adding a 
surcharge to cellphone 
service, but most have not 
done so.

Only 13 states have enacted 
988 legislation, according 
to the National Alliance on 
Mental Illness, with varying 
applications and prescriptions 
on the continuum of care.

In Iowa, Huppert said, 
“there’s very much a wait-
and-see approach.”

KHN (Kaiser Health News) is a national 
newsroom that produces in-depth 

journalism about health issues. Together 
with Policy Analysis and Polling, KHN is 

one of the three major operating programs 
at KFF (Kaiser Family Foundation). KFF 

providing information on health issues to 
the nation.

Rural areas still 
face care shortages

Dreamstime / TNS
The three-digit crisis hotline known as 988 rolled out nationally July 16.
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