


Perry said of hiring the 
Ohio-based company.

Rush said, “The bell is 
the original bell from St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
and we were the first 
church in Brainerd, so 
the historic value in my 
book is really priceless.”

St. Paul’s  
Episcopal Church

The Verdin Co. has 
more than 55,000 
installations in 
churches, universities, 
municipalities and 
businesses across the 
country, according to the 
company’s website.

“It took probably three 
or four months before 
they could fit us in their 
schedule,” Rush said 
Wednesday.

Perry said, “They had 
to custom rebuild the 
housing that the bell 
sits in and then what we 
did, instead of having a 
rope, we now have an 
electronic thing up there 

that moves the thing 
to get the bells ring, so 
it’s actually computer-
assisted … so we no 
longer have the rope.”

The church sanctuary 
was constructed in the 
1930s, and has beautiful 
and historic stained 
glass windows. St. Paul’s 
congregation includes 
about 40 members, 
according to Perry.

“The first Episcopal 
service was held in 
1870 in a log house 
in Brainerd, and the 
population in Brainerd 
was about 400 people,” 
Perry said. “And 
apparently the city of 
Brainerd had just started, 
and it was a pretty rough 
group.”

The 70-year-old 
Brainerd resident is 
a former Minnesota 
Department of Natural 
Resources biologist and 
wife of the late Ken 
Perry, a Brainerd lakes 
area science teacher.

“The bells were 
originally our call to 
service — a call to come 
to the church and that’s 
how some people still 

think of it — but it’s 
also just the beauty of 
the bell-ringing,” Perry 
said of the working bell. 
“All of our congregation 
members, everyone just 
smiles and says, ‘The 
bell is ringing.’”

The church sits on the 
corner of North Seventh 
and Juniper streets on 
the southeast corner 
of Gregory Park, about 
two blocks north of 
Brainerd’s historic water 
tower on Washington 
Street.

“This was a historic 
bell in a historic church. 
… We wanted to get it 
fixed,” Perry said of 
the $18,000 restoration 
project.

Rush said of the 
church bell, “We rang 
it right before every 
church service. … The 
yoke on the bell was 
disintegrating.”

Bell Boy
Terry McCollough is no 

longer a member of St. 
Paul’s Episopal Church 
but the former Brainerd 
Dispatch publisher 
used to ring the bell at 

St. Paul’s 
Episcopal as 
an acolyte, 
or server, at 
the altar.

“We 
would also, 
as a part of 
our duties, 

ring the bell before the 
service,” McCollough 
said Wednesday, April 13.

McCollough said he 
was an acolyte for almost 
a decade, starting when 
he was 8 years old in 
1952.

“We were so small that 
if we pulled down on 
the rope and we got the 
thing going … it would 
literally lift us up to the 
ceilings and later on, 
of course, we did it for 
fun,” McCollough said 
while chuckling. “We 
would hang on to it just 
so we could go up in 
the air and come down 
again.”

The rope to ring the 
church bell came down 
through pipes down into 
the back of the kitchen 
area, McCollough said.

“The bell was always 
so much fun because we 
got to do it on our own 
after we were carefully 
instructed on how to do 
it and how not to do it,” 
McCollough said.

The Rev. Edward G. 
Barrow was in charge 
of St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church when McCollough 
was an acolyte and gave 
how-to instructions to 
the young boys entrusted 
to ring the church bell.

“Once we knew how 

to do it, of course, then 
he wouldn’t come down 
and supervise us,” 
McCollough said. “We 
could, you know, ring 
away on the thing and fly 
up to the ceiling as much 
as we wanted to. … And 
if you did it really wrong, 
you could actually hit 
your head.”

FRANK LEE may be reached at 
218-855-5863 or at frank.lee@

brainerddispatch.com. Follow him 
on Twitter at www.twitter.com/

DispatchFL.
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McCollough

I told her, ‘Well, the bad news 
is that we cannot get a permit 
for the chickens, but the good 
news is we live in a democracy 
so we can try and change their 
minds,’” Breanne McCafferty 
said.

For part of her civics proj-
ect, Kennedy wrote a couple of 
emails to the council and then 
started a petition. She start-
ed contacting people through 
Facebook and attended several 
zoom meetings with the city 
council, in which she spoke 
to them and just explained 
why she wanted them to allow 
chickens within city limits.

Baxter Mayor Darrel Olson 
remembers her presentation, 
as a 9-year-old, being very 

sincere and said she did a very 
good job putting together a 
request for her local govern-
ment.

Kennedy said the whole pro-
cess was interesting, although 
attending city council meet-
ings was “definitely a little bit 
nerve-wracking.”

On the day of the vote, it 
did take some convincing for 
Kennedy to leave her family at 
the swimming pool and attend 
the council meeting where her 
amendment would be voted 
on, Breanne McCafferty said.

After much debate, the Bax-
ter City Council, in a split 3-2 
vote Tuesday, July 21, 2020, 
decided in favor of permitting 
urban chickens in R1 residen-
tial properties.

“They voted and said we 
could do it,” Breanne McCaf-
ferty said. “So she got her per-
mit and we got four chickens.”

Breanne McCafferty said her 
daughter still goes out every 
morning, rain or shine, to care 
for the chickens. “It’s been a 
real fun adventure for her,“ 
Breanna McCafferty said.

“It’s a lot about responsi-
bility and it’s a commitment,” 
the now 11-year-old Kenne-
dy McCafferty said. “So I’m 
doing the water every day and 
feeding them. See, if I grow up 
on a farm, it’s twice as much 
work.”

During the wintertime, 
Kennedy’s out at the coop 
around 7:30 a.m. grabbing the 
water jug to bring inside to 
get it defrosted, Neal McCaf-
ferty said. “It’s her project, 
and she’s doing a good job 
with it.”

As she talked about how 
all her chickens have differ-
ent personalities, Kennedy 
said some of them can get on 

your nerves and sometimes 
they can be a little bit a little 
naughty, trying to get out of 
or into things they shouldn’t.

Also helping his big sis-
ter with her chores is Brody 
McCafferty and as they are 
part of the family, the chick-
en’s names are Raptor, Ken-
nedy’s favorite -probably 
because it’s the one her broth-
er helped pick out, Henrietta, 
Evie and Kaite-Cluckston.

Getting about four eggs a 
day, keeping chickens is not 
really cost-effective Breanne 
McCafferty said, but the fam-
ily always has a fresh supply 
of eggs.

As of April of 2022, Baxter 
and Brainerd each have two 
permitted residents within 
city limits keeping chickens 
on their property.

Kennedy said her chick-
ens lay better tasting eggs. 

Her parents recalled a time 
the family was eating out for
breakfast and Kennedy asked
why the restaurant’s eggs 
tasted funny.

Kennedy looks to own a farm 
one day where she can have
all the animals she wants,
especially horses, her favorite. 
Until that day, these chickens 
will go from leading a civics 
lesson to teaching responsi-
bility and commitment.

“They’re just overall such 
fun little animals to have
around,” Kennedy McCafferty 
said, grinning from ear to ear.
“This morning, it was kind of 
raining and I went out, and I 
had let them out to run around
in the run. So they were all a 
little bit wet and they just ran 
around.”
TIM SPEIER, staff writer, can be reached on 
Twitter @timmy2thyme, call 218-855-5859 
or email tim.speier@brainerddispatch.com.
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Steve Kohls / Brainerd Dispatch
Craig Rapp of Verdin Bells and Clocks removes the 
mechanical striker in the vintage 1875 church bell on 
March 25 at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Brainerd.


