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Community members give mput on Hurrle Hall decision

By ZACH HACKER
Staff Writer

zach. hacker@apgecm.com

Eight people gave input
on how they believed the

Little Falls City Council §

should vote, Monday, as it
heard an appeal to the Her-
itage Preservation Commis-
sion’s (HPC) June 6 decision
to approve a demolition per-
mit to the Franciscan Sisters
of Little Falls for Hurrle
Hall.

Little Falls city code
does not require the Coun-
cil to host a public hearing
on such matters. However,
the Council chose to do so
voluntarily to hear what cit-
izens had to say. It was ap-
parent to the Council in the
two weeks leading up to the
appeal hearing that many
had strong emotions about
the issue.

A total of three individ-
uals spoke in support of the
Sisters” decision to decon-
struct the building, while

cost it would take to reno-
vate and repurpose Hurrle
Hall into apartments that
was given to the Sisters.
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there is, contrary to asser-
tions at the HPC meeting,
options for the building —
if the situation is handled
properly.

“I'm just a residential
agent, but I did look up the
property and it’s never been
listed,” Nygard said. “I can’t
find anything that shows
it’s been listed. If nobody
knows it’s for sale, it’s going
to be really hard to sell it or
find somebody that wants to
use it.”

She stressed that com-
mercial buildings, such as
Hurrle Hall, do sell in Little
Falls and provided a list of
20 agents who have handled
large properties.

Nygard pointed out a re-
cent study which stated Lit-
tle Falls has a sizable deficit
in rental properties. The sale
of Hurrle Hall, she said,
could help remedy that situ-
ation. Ultimately, she asked
the Council to delay its deci-
sion for two years and to re-
quire that it be listed within
90 days.

She also questioned the
estimated $12.25 million
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Mary Poser of Pierz,
followed by reading a let-
ter she wrote in 2016, when
the Sisters’ first attempt to
demolish the building was,
essentially, blocked by the
Friends of Hurrle Hall via a
lawsuit.

In it, she said that it was
the Sisters who provided
care, healing, comfort, edu-
cation and good citizenship
to the community, not the
building. That ministry, she
said, is what should be cher-
ished, rather than structure.

She said there were oth-
er ways to honor the Sis-
ters and memories made at
Hurrle Hall than by saving
the building. She suggested
spending money through
those means would be more
meaningful than hiring a
lawyer to sue the Sisters.

“If you think the build-
ing helped the Little Falls
community and the sur-
rounding area, you have a
misplaced sense of commu-
nity,” Poser said. “The peo-
ple, the Sisters, helped build
this community.”

She urged them to “let go

of the building” and “latch
onto your spirit.”

Lori Thoma, a resident
of Little Falls, highlighted
the historic nature of Hurrle
Hall. She pointed out that it
was built in 1891, and that it
had been used for many pur-
poses in the 130 years since.

Thoma said many other
historic buildings in Little
Falls have “kept their histor-
ical presence” but have been
given new purposes.

“I just want to know
what the City Council or
our city wants to be known
as?” Thoma said. “Are we
still going to maintain the
historic value? Is that what’s
drawing people to our town?
Or, maybe they’re just com-
ing here for Walmart. I don’t
know.”

Greg Spofford, also of
Little Falls, came to express
his support for the Sisters’
decision. As a member of
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About 36 people packed into the Little Falls City Council chambers, Monday, during a public
hearing for an appeal of the Heritage Preservation Commission’s decision to issue a permit
to demolish Hurrle Hall to the Franciscan Sisters of Little Falls.

can Sisters. It’s best to hon-
or the (HPC’s) recommen-
dation, as well, in terms of
that.”

Collin Francis of Little
Falls, said he was interested
in buying, renovating and
repurposing Hurrle Hall as
a mixed use development.
He said he had acquired a
partner for the project, and
together they have $250,000
with financing, which brings
them to more than $1 mil-
lion.

Since he began to express
interest, however, he said
the Sisters have “refused” to
talk to him. His only point
of contact was their legal
counsel, Marc Mander-
scheid, who he said “ig-
nored” his request to walk
through the building.

He said he made a “low
offer” for the building, but it
was rejected by the church.
The reason was because
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Hurrle Hall sounded like a
“great place” to fill some of
those needs. However, they
did not have the money to
purchase it.

He said, in the six years
since the matter was tempo-
rarily settled, there has been
plenty of time for a devel-
oper to come forward. That
hasn’t happened.

“I have great passion
and respect for the people
who are hoping to save it,
as well,” Spofford said. “But
I've come to the decision
on a personal basis that we
need to honor the Francis-
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are very unusual require-
ments from a would-be sell-
er, although I do appreciate
the church’s concern for my

finances,” Francis said.

Further, he said a seller
“advertises a building” and
does not worry about the
buyer’s renovation costs. He
said his own estimates for
the conversion of the build-
ing to apartments “diverge
significantly” from figures
given to the Sisters.

“I find the games be-
ing played here, where the
church states a willingness
to sell but behaves other-
wise, to be odd,” Francis
said.

Richard Maciej, who has

| been heavily involved in the

preservation of Hurrle Hall
since 2016, said Little Falls
needs to “work really hard”
to keep its historic buildings
standing. He said the fact
a buyer has now come for-
ward would benefit both the
Sisters and the city.

Maciej said the Sisters
could save the estimated $1
million to $1.1 million cost
to deconstruct the building.

“The city wants more
housing, there it is; just
waiting for the buyer to use
his skills and make Hurrle
Hall shine and reusable,”
Maciej said. “What a win-
win situation.”

Rachel Schilling of Fort
Ripley, said she respected
the Sisters and understood
it was a “very difficult” situ-
ation.

“I'have a lot of love in my
heart for this town, for the
buildings, for the people, the
community and especially
the Sisters,” Schilling said.
“My family, we volunteered
there and did a lot of stuff
before the COVID pandem-
ic.”

She expressed a belief

that, if a fundraiser was put
out to the community for
the purpose of preserving
Hurrle Hall, that it would
be successful. She said the
community is “known to
come forward and shine.”

While she acknowledged
that the building and the
property belongs to the
sisters, she said it also be-
longed to the community,
as it was originally donat-
ed to the Franciscans. She
thought, if given the chance,
the community would step
up for them, again.

“I think it just needs to
be asked for, and I think ev-
eryone would stand up and
support the Sisters in that
way,” Schilling said.

Community  Develop-
ment of Morrison County
Executive Director Carol
Anderson reiterated some
of the statements she made
at the June 6, HPC hearing.
She described her involve-
ment with the Sisters in the
decision-making process in
regard to facilities for more
than a decade.

She said it was a “very
painful” decision for them.

“They have a limited
amount of money,” Ander-
son said. “They knew they
wouldn’t be able to take care
of this building and be able
to fulfill the vow they made
to their members.

“They’ve been here for
130 years and they respect
the community,” she con-
cluded. “It is their proper-
ty. They have the ability to
do with it what they want.
Please respect the Sisters
as they have respected the
community for the last 130
years.”

Upsala Library events

Upcoming events at the
Upsala Public Library in-
clude:

1,000 Books before Kin-
dergarten — This ongoing
reading program will in-
crease awareness of the im-
portance of early literacy
and to encourage parents to
embrace their roles as their
child’s first teacher. Plus,
there will be prizes. Sign up
any time. No limit; register

At it i
"Fish On" Fishing Photo Contest

Enter your favorite fishing photo
and become eligible to

at the library.

Butterfly Bon Voyage. —
Watch the caterpillars grow
and develop this May and
June. Come to the library
for butterfly crafts and then
releasing of the Painted
Lady Butterflies. Date and
time will be announced clos-
er to the hatching

Call the library’s new
phone number (320) 412-
2048, for information.

win great prizes!
HOW TO ENTER:

https://www.hometownsource.com/contest
starting Sunday, May 15th through Sunday,

June 19th. One photo per day.

HOW TO VOTE:
Starting Monday, June 20th through Sunday,

July 10th readers will be able to go to our website,
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https://www.hometownsource.com/contest
and vote for their favorite photo. Winners will be
announced the week of July 13th.

Upload your favorite 2022 fishing photo to our website *
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