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By ALAINA ROOKER

alaina.rooker@apgecm.com

A citizen petition to re-
call Tyler Kline from the 
Ward 1 Robbinsdale City 
Council seat has been 
successful, an organizer 
of the petition has told 
the Sun Post. The peti-
tion will trigger a special 
election for the remain-
der of Kline’s term in 
November.

Earlier this year, Kline 
was charged in a drunk-
en-driving incident in the 
northwest suburbs.

According to charging 
documents, Kline alleg-
edly caused a traffi c crash 
Jan. 24 while traveling the 
wrong way on Highway 
100 in his vehicle. He re-
portedly evaded police 
multiple times across city 
boundaries until his car 
was ultimately forced to a 
stop using a police squad 
car. 

According to the police 
report, after refusing to 
obey commands to exit 

his vehicle, Kline was 
physically removed by 
offi cers and later found 
to have a blood alcohol 
concentration of 0.20.

Kline’s court date is 
scheduled for June 6. If  
the trial results in a felo-
ny conviction, then Kline 
could also be removed 
from offi ce in accordance 
with city charter.

Kline has since com-
pleted an addiction day 
program through the Ha-
zelden Betty Ford Foun-
dation, and reaffi rmed to 
the public several times 
that he will not volun-
tarily resign from his seat. 

To date, two Robbins-
dale City Councilmem-
bers have asked Kline to 
step down, Pat Backen 
and George Selman. 
Mayor Bill Blonigan and 
Councilmember Sheila 
Webb have said they will 
not offer their opinion on 
the matter, because the 

By SETH ROWE

seth.rowe@apgecm.com

With no complaints about the 
expanded use of the Robbinsdale 
Cooper High School athletic sta-
dium, the New Hope City Council 
decided to make loosened rules per-
manent.

During two trial periods that 
lasted a total of three years, the city 

eliminated several restrictions on 
use of the stadium. They included 
removing the requirement that at 
least half  the audience at events had 
to reside within the Robbinsdale 
Area School District and that at 
least half  of participants in groups 
and organizations using the stadium 
had to live in the district. The city 
also removed a requirement limiting 
the use of the stadium to youth dur-

ing the trial period.
The change allowed renters of 

the stadium to use the facility for 
athletics outside the district as well 
as non-athletic community events. 
During the period, the city also re-
moved a restriction that banned the 
use of the concession stand during 
non-school activities.

New Hope permanently relaxes 
Cooper High School stadium rules
No complaints emerged during trial periods allowing non-district renters

On heels of censure, 
petition to recall 
Robbinsdale City 
Councilor succeeds
Kline removed from appointments, 

will be up for special election

See Recall, Page 6See Stadium, Page 2

(SUN PHOTO BY ALAINA ROOKER)

Participants applaud speakers at the PRISM Taste of the ‘Burbs watch party at Luce Line Brewing in Plymouth. The fundraiser featured 

multiple watch parties across the nonprofi t’s other service areas: New Hope, Crystal, Robbinsdale and Golden Valley. Story on page 8.

Celebrating 
generosity
Celebrating 
generosity
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Call (612)567-2270 to learn more and
take advantage of the NEW PATIENT OFFER

Irreversible is not a word you want to hear from your Doctor, but
it's a common one if you've been diagnosed with Peripheral
Neuropathy.
Elliot S of Wayzata was living life in constant numbness. He felt as
though he were becoming weaker and weaker every day. "I was
beginning to be worried that one day I would be wheelchair
bound.

More than 20 million Americans suffer from
one of the many types of Peripheral Neuropathy

Do you suffer from pain, tingling, or weakness in your hands? Will
you occasionally experience sharp, sudden, stabbing, or shocking
pain sensations in your legs or feet? Are you finding yourself feeling
clumsy when picking up objects? Have you fallen and not
understood why? Like Elliot, do you wish there was something
more that could be done?

Your doctor may have found your case irreversible, but that is not
what's happening to patients like Elliot. Elliot had been told just
that by a series of doctors and specialists. When asked how
Peripheral Neuropathy was affecting his quality of life he
responded, "It was difficult to even walk up and down stairs, or do
the things we usually take for granted."

A simple 10 minute nerve severity exam
revealed if he could be helped.

Why hadn’t anyone ever done this before?

Then Elliot made a call to Dr Christopher Johnson of Everybody
Healing Center. With the time-tested science of acupuncture,
alongside a technology originally developed by NASA that assists
with increasing blood flow, the team at Everybody Healing Center
is able to expedite recovery and healing to treat this debilitating
disease.

After a series of treatments Elliot was taking stairs with stride! "We
have a lake house and it's up stairs. This morning I walked right
down the stairs and got in the car," Elliot shared.

"I remember thinking 'that's becoming mighty easy
for me,' I didn't have to hold on to the hand rail or anything!

IT'S LIFE CHANGING to have this mobility back!"

Again and again, we meet with patients who were once diagnosed
as "untreatable" or "incurable," but after receiving Dr Johnson's
treatments are now living free from pain and suffering. For over 5
years, he has been reversing the effects of many varieties of
Peripheral Neuropathy, including those caused by diabetes without
invasive surgeries and medications that come with uncomfortable
side effects.

Dr Johnson is once again accepting new patients, but only for a
limited time. These spots fill up fast and will be available on a first
call, first served basis. So call (612)567-2270 now to schedule a
consultation.

PERIPHERAL
NEUROPATHY
BREAKTHROUGH

Finally, a local doctor is helping patients live free from
the pain & constant suffering of peripheral neuropathy
*Paid advertisement

decision is up to Kline 
and his voters.

Petition triggers 
special election

The petition is a sepa-
rate process, also dictated 
by city charter, that resi-
dents of  the city began 
to ensure Kline’s removal 
from offi ce regardless of 
the results of  his trial. 
Several hundred signa-
tures were needed to re-
call Kline’s 2021 election. 
Organizers reported that 
the petition would be for-
mally submitted to the 
Robbinsdale City Hall 
May 20.

Kline may choose to 
run again in the special 
election. In February, he 
told the Sun Post he had 
not decided if  he would 
run.

“That would be some-
thing I’d have to talk 
about with my family and 
neighbors,” Kline said.

Petition organizer and 
former Robbinsdale may-
or Regan Murphy previ-
ously said he would fi le if  
the petition was success-
ful.

Censure
The petition’s success 

follows a 4-1 vote by the 
Robbinsdale City Council 
May 17 to censure Kline. 
The action removed 
Kline from duties given 
to him in his capacity as 
a councilmember: his ap-
pointment as a delegate 
of  the League of  Min-
nesota Cities, and his role 
representing Robbinsdale 
on the School District 
281 Government Advi-
sory Committee and the 
Bottineau Community 
Works Steering Commit-
tee.

The sole vote against 
the measure was Kline.

After discussion, coun-
cilmembers agreed to 
reconsider the measure 
when the results of  Kline’s 
felony trial were known.

The resolution stated 
that censure is needed 
given the severity of  the 
incident and the calls 
from some members of 
the council and public for 
Kline to step down. 

A portion of  the reso-
lution that focused on 
the damage to two Rob-
binsdale squad cars and 
a Kline’s lack of  response 
to an insurance claim 

with the League of  Min-
nesota Cities Insurance 
Trust was contested by 
Kline, who said his calls 
to representatives had 
been left unreturned. 
Councillmember Selman, 
who had directed staff  
to write the resolution, 
agreed to strike the item.

City Manager Marcia 
Glick said she had been 
told that the city’s insur-
ance adjuster had not 
heard from Kline.

“I don’t know what’s 
going wrong but we’ll fol-
low up tomorrow,” Glick 
told Kline and the coun-
cil.

Councilmembers 
discuss their votes

Before the censure vote 
was taken, Kline offered 
comments on the matter.

“I’m obviously not go-
ing to support this,” Kline 
said. “I know my actions 
on that day were, you 
know, just awful, and I 
apologize from the tree-
tops to anyone that was 
involved and affected.”

Kline added that he 
has more than 100 days 
of  sobriety and hoped 
to continue representing 
Robbinsdale at the vari-
ous committees, one of 
which struggled to get a 
quorum but he attended 
nonetheless.

Blonigan said before 
he voted on the measure, 
he wanted to know that 
someone would assume 
responsibility for the va-
cated committee appoint-
ments. 

“I think you can be 
censured without being 
removed from things,” 
Blonigan said. He clari-
fi ed that he believed Kline 
should be removed from 
appointments utilized 
during Robbinsdale City 
Council meeting times so 
less burden was placed on 
other councilmembers.

Backen said alternates 
to each committee were 
assigned for this purpose. 

“I think we’ve already 
covered that in our stan-
dard procedures,” Backen 
said.

After more discussion, 
Selman offered to take 
the appointments on.

“I will fulfi ll all three 
of  these until this is re-
solved, and then we can 
either select someone else 
or go back to the way it 
was,” Selman said.

Backen said he sup-
ported that measure as a 
way to “bring back some 
respect that might be lost 
to our council.” Backen 
and Selman shared sto-
ries of  others asking if  
they were the council-
members who had been 
arrested.

“This is still in the Twin 
Cities community, and 
until we do something to 
really hold a member of 
this council as much as we 
can, accountable to the 
action, I think it leaves 
a black eye on Robbins-
dale.”

Selman offered an 
explanation of  why he 
wanted the resolution 
crafted in the fi rst place.

“I don’t think it’s appro-
priate to have a charged 
felon representing Rob-
binsdale at these differ-
ent organizations, pure 
and simple,” Selman said. 
“I guess my only regret is 
that we’ve taken this long 
to take it.”

Webb said her support 
of  the measure was not 
due to “a small group of 
people that wanted the 
vote,” but because of  per-
sonal integrity. She said 
through the “ordeal” she 
had witnessed “a lot of  ill 
behavior” from her posi-
tion on the council dais.

Blonigan said he 
thought censure was “ap-
propriate,” but offered his 
belief  that the issue had 
become “politically parti-
san” by those citizens lob-
bying for Kline’s removal.

“I feel the disrespect 
that Sheila feels on some 
of  this, I feel the insincer-
ity,” Blonigan said.

Kline told his fellow 
members of  the council 
that he apologized that 
the measure had to be 
considered.

“All I can do is keep 
working at being a better 
person,” Kline said.

Follow the Sun Post on Facebook 

at facebook.com/mnsunpost.

(SUBMITTED PHOTO)

Tyler Kline’s booking photo 

from a Jan. 24 drunken driving 

incident.

Recall
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