
Volume 78, No. 10

Sun Newspapers | 10917 Valley View Road
Eden Prairie, MN 55344

post.mnsun.com

facebook.com/MNsunPost

@ecmsunpost

PUBLIC NOTICES: See page 20

Index
Opinion-Pages 4-5
Public Safety-Pages 6-8
Education-Pages 9-10
Classifieds-Pages 13-18
Sports-Pages 21-23

50s Grill
Longtime manager 
retires from Brooklyn 
Center’s staple.
Page 3

  Thursday, Feb. 24, 2022

Post
CRYSTAL / ROBBINSDALE / NEW HOPE / GOLDEN VALLEY

District 45 adds all 
of Golden Valley, 
becomes 43
By ALAINA ROOKER

alaina.rooker@apgecm.com

A panel appointed by 
the Minnesota Judicial 
Branch unveiled congres-
sional and legislative re-
districting plans last week 
restructuring the bound-
aries of state and national 
political offi ces in the state 
until the next Census in 
2030.

The data was required 
by law to be published 25 
weeks before the state pri-
mary election, Feb. 15.

Changes to District 45
According to the plan, 

all of the area covered by 
Senate District 45 will be-
come Senate District 43 in 
the next election cycle. 

In general, drawn within 
the boundaries of the new 
Senate District 43 are the 
entire cities of Crystal, 
Golden Valley, New Hope, 
and Robbinsdale, with 
some portions of Plym-

outh.
The newly-drawn dis-

trict will now represent 
all of the city of Golden 
Valley. Previously, Golden 
Valley’s three southern-
most precincts, precincts 
3, 5 and 8, shared legisla-
tive representation with St. 
Louis Park in District 46.

The portions of Plym-
outh represented in the 
new district are also dif-
ferent. According to the 
redistricting plan, District 
43 will swap representation 
of the city’s northeastern 
19, 22, and 23 precincts for 
precincts 16 and 17 to the 
southeast.

For the last decade, Sen-
ate District 45 has encom-
passed all of Crystal, New 
Hope, Robbinsdale, north-
ern Golden Valley and 
northeastern Plymouth. 
The district is represented 
by Sen. Ann Rest. 

Former mayor plans petition to force 
exit of Robbinsdale councilmember
By ALAINA ROOKER

alaina.rooker@apgecm.com

The fallout of a drunk driving 
arrest of a Robbinsdale City Coun-
cilmember now includes a citizen 
petition to force his removal from 
offi ce. Former Robbinsdale Mayor 
Regan Murphy has announced he is 
leading an effort to get Tyler Kline 
removed from his Ward 1 council 
seat.

On Feb. 15, Murphy addressed 
the Robbinsdale City Council dur-
ing an open forum to discuss his 
next steps, calling Kline’s Jan. 24 ar-
rest “an undeniable breach of trust” 
to the Robbinsdale community.

During the fi rst hours of Jan. 
24 , Kline allegedly caused a traf-
fi c crash driving while traveling the 
wrong way on Highway 100 in his 
vehicle. He reportedly evaded police 
multiple times across city bound-
aries until his car was ultimately 
forced to a stop after a police squad 
car drove into him. According to 
the police report, after refusing to 
obey commands, Kline was then 
physically removed from his vehicle 
where he was found to have a blood 
alcohol concentration of 0.20. 

Kline has since enrolled himself  
in a day treatment program and has 
announced his plans to stay on the 

council, citing overwhelming sup-
port from the community and a 
desire to set an example that those 
undergoing personal struggles can 
“still do good” in the community.

Murphy disagreed that staying on 
the council was appropriate.

“It’s not the residents of Rob-
binsdale’s responsibility to be a 
part of his personal improvement. 
This isn’t the right place for that,” 
Murphy said. “I can’t sit and watch 
him in any of these meetings and be-
lieve that he’s doing the best thing 
for Robbinsdale, because the best 
thing for Robbinsdale would be him 

to resign.”
To date, two current Robbinsdale 

City Councilmembers have asked 
Kline to step down, and two have 
said they will not offer their opin-
ion on the matter on the basis that 
the decision is up to Kline and his 
voters.

Community petition
Since Kline has indicated that he 

will not resign, Murphy and other 

(VIDEO STILL)

Robbinsdale City Councilmember Tyler Kline indicates his plan to remain on the council 

during his reports at a Feb. 15 meeting in lieu of a felony arrest last month.

(SUBMITTED MAP)

Redrawn boundaries released by a panel of judges today include 

some shifts to local legislative districts 45 and 46.

Redistricting alters Senate District 46 map
By SETH ROWE

seth.rowe@apgecm.com

A redistricting map shows that 
Sen. Ron Latz (DFL-St. Louis 
Park) will live in the same senate 
district as a Senate Minority Leader 
Melisa López Franzen (DFL-Edi-
na), but Latz said he still plans to 
run for re-election.

The map that a state court panel 
released Feb. 15 shifts Senate Dis-
trict 46 to the south, keeping St. 
Louis Park and Hopkins but adding 

part of Edina while removing sec-
tions of Golden Valley, Plymouth 
and Medicine Lake.

That creates an electoral conun-
drum, with López Franzen – who 
lives in Edina and has represented 
Senate District 49 – residing in the 
same area.

The Latz for Senate Volunteer 
Committee released a statement 
that says Latz “confi rmed his com-
mitment to run for the Minnesota 
State Senate in the newly drawn 
Senate District 46.”

Latz, a St. Louis Park resident, 
added that he is proud to have repre-
sented the cities that will no longer 
be in his district for the last decade.

“I will miss representing these 
great communities,” Latz said of 
Golden Valley, Plymouth and Med-
icine Lake. “This is the unfortunate 
nature of redistricting. Fortunately, 
I am elated to maintain nearly 80 
percent of the previous District 46 
in the newly formed District 46, 

Skiing to gold
Hopkins earns an individual 
state girls champion in the 
Nordic skiing meet
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$5,000
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Robbinsdale Schools responds to racist incident at basketball game
By ANTHONY IOZZO

anthony.iozzo@apgecm.com

The Robbinsdale Area School 
district released a statement re-
garding an racist incident at New 
Prague High School on Feb. 17.

The incident in question oc-
curred during the Cooper girls 
basketball on Feb. 15 at New 
Prague. According to reports, 
near the end of a closely-contest-
ed game, the large New Prague 
audience began making monkey 
sounds.

“Monkey chants have long 
been used during sporting events 
to ridicule African American ath-
letes. Robbinsdale Area Schools 
stands with, and supports, our 
student athletes,” part of the 
statement read. “We are proud 
of the way our students handled 
themselves amidst this display of 
ignorance. Cooper High School 
took several steps today to sup-
port our student athletes, coach-
es, students and staff.

“Players and coaches met after 
school today to offer support to 

each as they processed what oc-
curred. Cooper’s athletic direc-
tor has had conversations with 
New Prague’s athletic director 
while news of this incident was 
unfolding and then investigated 
by that district.

“Cooper Principal Frank 
Herman met with the Student 
Council Leadership and invited 
students to a forum so they could 
discuss what happened. He of-
fered additional support through 
conversations with building staff  
and an after-school staff  meet-

ing to discuss this incident and 
other topics.

“Robbinsdale Area Schools 
embrace the rich and wonderful 
diversity of our student body.”

Several people responded via 
social media.

One post by Dennis William-
son, a coach affi liated with Rob-
binsdale Cooper girls basketball 
said, “Us coaches had to go into 
the crowd and respectfully ask 
them to be respectful and not 
distasteful and racist. ... I am 
very disgusted by many of the 

fans of New Prague and some-
one should be held accountable. 
I am sick to my stomach that our 
girls had to witness the distaste-
ful and ugly side of people who 
no home training.

“The (New Prague) girls head 
coach respectively came to our 
locker room and apologized and 
said their AD will look into it. 
That being said, I’m not taking 
any chances! Something needs to 
be done ASAP because there will 
be other teams with minorities 
coming to play at New Prague!”

community members are 
organizing a process to 
recall Kline’s election. Ac-
cording to the city charter, 
it will require a petition 
signed by one quarter of 
the number of eligible vot-
ers that Ward 1 had in the 
last election. Murphy said 
by his calculation, that 
is about 654 signatures, 
which will need to be gath-
ered in 30 days to be suc-
cessful. All signatures must 
be from residents of Ward 
1. 

After the petition is 
certifi ed, the city will be 
required to host a special 
election in August. Mur-
phy confi rmed he would 
fi le to run for the offi ce 
in the special election. He 
added that volunteers had 
hoped for a spring elec-
tion, but due to statewide 
redistricting, Hennepin 
County is prohibiting spe-
cial elections from any of 

its municipalities until the 
primaries in August.

Murphy said he was 
confi dent his team could 
gather the signatures need-
ed based on the interest he 
has received so far and his 
existing campaign experi-
ence. The former mayor 
held offi ce for eight years, 
ending his second term in 
2020.

To sustain engagement 
from the petition to the 
election, Murphy said he 
and the volunteers will 
hold off  on collecting sig-
natures until April.

In a conversation with 
the Sun Post, Kline said 
that he was aware of a 
group that was opposed 
to him remaining on the 
council, and the recall 
process was “totally their 
right” to pursue.

“That’s their views, and 
that’s okay,” said Kline. 
“I’d hope more people have 
room for me bettering my-
self  while continuing to do 
good for the community.”

Kline said if  the petition 

gathered enough signa-
tures, he had not decided 
whether he would run in 
the special election.

“That would be some-
thing I’d have to talk about 
with my family and neigh-
bors,” Kline said.

Previous DUI
The latest incident is 

the second time Kline has 
been charged for drinking 
and driving. According 
to court records, in 2010 
Kline was charged with 
driving under the infl u-
ence, as well as careless 
driving and failing to yield 
to an emergency vehicle. 
The charges for the DUI 
were dismissed one year 
later.

At open forum, Mur-
phy shared a 2020 social 
media exchange in which 
a constituent asked Kline 
to confi rm whether he was 
the “Tyler Kline” involved 
in the 2010 incident. Kline, 
who was campaigning at 
the time, replied that it was, 
but said the incident was a 

“one-time” mistake.
Murphy said it’s clear 

that Kline’s words for that 
constituent weren’t “truth-
ful” as he now faces gross 
misdemeanor and felony 
charges.

Kline confi rmed the 
2010 incident to the Sun 
Post, and explained that 
when he made that state-
ment to the constituent, he 
had meant it.

“I thought it was a one-
time mistake. I thought 
it was under control and 
that’s why it wasn’t,” said 
Kline. “That’s why I joined 
the Hazelden (Betty Ford) 
program. I wanted to make 
sure I’m in a better place 
moving forward.”

Kline, council response
At the Feb. 15 council 

meeting, Kline responded 
to those that asked him to 
resign during open forum. 
The open forum portion is 
not broadcast due to city 
practice.

“Again, we did have a 
number of people come 

today in the pre-televised 
part of the council meeting 
with their views and opin-
ions about my resignation, 
I understand that that’s 
how they feel,” Kline said. 
“I will say that I’ve been 
hearing from plenty of 
people – I would say more 
people have reached out to 
me in support of me stay-
ing on the council – and I 
get that that’s not what ev-
eryone’s hearing.”

He continued with an-
other commitment to re-
main on the council: “I’m 
going to continue to be 
here, and do good for the 
people of Ward 1 who vot-
ed me here.”

During their board re-
ports, councilmembers 
George Selman and Pat 
Backen reviewed their po-
sition that Kline should 
resign. Councilmember 
Sheila Webb said the coun-
cil did not have authority 
on the matter and so she 
would not make a state-
ment, though she said was 
feeling pressure to make 

one.
“You say you have a pro-

cess going in Ward 1, then 
that’s how it should be 
done,” Webb said. “Either 
Tyler needs to make the 
decision to resign or the 
residents of Ward 1.”

Murphy added he would 
also prefer to see Kline 
resign to avoid the disrup-
tion of the recall process to 
the community, staff  and 
council.

“We’re going to invigo-
rate all these people in 
Robbinsdale to remove a 
councilmember. Wouldn’t 
it be nice if  we could in-
vigorate these people to 
do something a little more 
benefi cial to the city and 
not waste time on his res-
ignation?” Murphy said.

According to city char-
ter, a felony conviction is 
also grounds for a council-
member’s removal from of-
fi ce in Robbinsdale. While 
Kline has been charged 
with a felony, he has not 
yet been convicted.

Kline
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1


