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issues came to light 
which “cause a great 
deal of concern for the 
Sandstone City Council 
and the Sandstone Fire 
Department; specifically, 
with how property own-
ers in Sandstone Town-
ship will receive the help 
they need.”

The Sandstone Town-
ship board meets on 
Thursday, Jan. 6 at 7 
p.m. at the North Pine 
Government Center in 
Sandstone. Members of 
the Sandstone City Coun-
cil plan to attend the 
meeting to answer any 
questions the Township 
Board may have.

In the letter sent to the 
Township, the city has 
offered them a one year 
contract for 2022 for the 
amount of $20,044.42, 
which will provide 
the township with fire 
service for 2022, with the 
option to discuss future 
arrangements.

FIRE: Fire 
service for 
township still 
up in the air

REHAB: County offering help to rehab homes
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Pine County website for the 
entire list.

A single homeowner needs to 
earn $41,750 a year or less in or-
der to qualify. A family of three 
can make $53,650 or less a year 
to qualify.

The program is intended to 
improve the safety of the home. 
Examples of repairs include 
plumbing, heating, ventilation, 
roofing, windows and more.

Lakes and Pines has received 
eight applications for commer-
cial buildings, two for rental 
properties and four for owner 
occupied homes since the pro-
gram began in October 2021.

The program will remain 
open until the funds are ex-
hausted, said Sauter.

Download the application on 
the Pine County Economic De-
velopment page or contact Lakes 
and Pines at lap@lakesand-
pines.org or call 320-679-1800 ext 
123 or 133 for more information 
or to have a printed application 
mailed.

SUBMITTED

After photo of a home that had repairs made through the Lakes and Pines Small Cities Development 
program

 I was hoping to write a 
temperature wrap for 2021 
this month but our friends at 

the National 
Weather Ser-
vice haven’t 
compiled 
their reports 
yet. One can 
wonder if 
COVID-19 is 
affecting them 
like it is the 
rest of us? If 
so, best wishes 
to those folks! 
I guess we 
can talk about 

precip rather than temps this 
month.

 On that note, as rough for 
wildfires and as dry as we 
thought our drought was last 
summer, it was even worse out 
west. But, there are signs of 
a change in the dry pattern. 
California, for example, went 
wild for low pressure systems 
recently and the mountain 
snow pack that provides most 
of that state’s water went back 
to normal in just two weeks. 
There are also signs that more 
ran and snow making lows are 
ahead for those folks, too, and 
that could spell record mois-

ture in that neck of the woods.
 However, the bounty of 

precip hasn’t pushed much 
farther east yet. The National 
Integrated Drought Informa-
tion System staff says snow 
water equivalent levels are still 
at record lows for New Mexi-
co, Colorado, Utah, Montana, 
Wyoming and Nevada.

 Here, we went seven inches 
above normal for snowfall in 
the month of December. So 
much for that call for a five 
inch deficit! But, those of us 
who like to snowmobile would 
like some more. Could some 
of that California mountain 

snow action blow our way in 
January?

 It doesn’t really look like it. 
In January, our temperatures 
may average eight degrees 
cooler than normal which is 
good for snow but actual snow 
totals may be five inches shy of 
normal. (Where have we heard 
that before?)

 It won’t be for lack of trying, 
though. Most weeks in Janu-
ary will feature at least one 
shot at light snow. The first to 
10th will be flurry filled and 
feature a cold snap. The 11th 
to 17th will be milder but still 
only lights snows will be likely. 

The 18th to 23rd will keep 
flurries flying but the cold snap 
will return. Like a yo-yo, the 
24th to 28th will bounce back 
to mild but with continued 
light snows. The month will 
end the 29th to 31st with sunny, 
dry and cold weather.

 Happy New Year to everyone 
and may your favorite flavor of 
weather visit your town often!

DAVE ANDERSON is the CBS channel 3 
meteorologist out of Duluth, Minn.

Western drought is easing for some states but will 
ours be included this January?
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