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Dedicated to Serving Our Customers

WILLMAR
(CORPORATE OFFICE)

3101 3rd Ave. SW
Willmar, MN 56201

Phone: (320) 235-5200
Toll-free: (800) 520-2466 

MURDOCK
304 US Hwy 12

Murdock, MN 56271
Phone: (320) 875-2641

Toll-free: (888) 875-2641

CLARA CITY
104 1st Street SW

Clara City, MN 56222
Phone: (320) 847-2438

LITCHFIELD
61448 US HWY 12

Litchfield, MN 55355
Phone: (320) 693-2411

ST. CLOUD
1106 Lincoln Ave

Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
Phone: (320)-252-2110

Dooley’s Petroleum is your
leading provider for heating 
solutions in Central Minnesota 
for over 60 years.

 PETROLEUM
    & NATURAL GAS
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by Kari Jo Almen

Brad and Annie Danielson are making 
their dreams come true. On May 8 they and 
three of their daughters moved into a new 
log home with sunset views of Monson 
Lake, adjacent to the state park named after 
said lake. Before the house was built Brad 
re-worked the existing barn on the Elmo and 
Mary Rood farmstead, transforming it from 
a hog facility to a retreat for relaxation and 
entertainment.

The dream started to take shape many 

years ago. Daughter Karlee said, “When we 
 rst started going to church at Monson Lake 
we would drive by after church....”

Annie said that Brad envisioned them on 
the property long before that, even before 
they moved to the home they lived in pre-
viously, north of DeGraff. When they had 
driven past then, Brad had said, “I’m gonna 
live there someday.”

Brad has deep roots in the area. His fa-
ther, DeWayne, grew up just around the cor-
ner of the section, one mile north, as did his 
grandmother, Jeannette (Hagen) Danielson. 

For a time Brad, his brothers Bryan and Kel-
ly, and their parents, DeWayne and Arlene, 
lived with Jeannette in Sunburg, just a cou-
ple of miles from the new house, so that they 
could care for her as she needed more help.

Following Jeannette’s death DeWayne 
and Arlene moved with their boys to Lake 
Amelia and Brad graduated from Min-
newaska High School.

Fast forward a few years and Brad mar-
ried the former Annie Fernholz, who grew 
up on a farm in rural DeGraff, and started a 
trucking business. 

Between both being members of Monson
Lake Lutheran Church and just members of
the same community, a friendship developed
between Brad and Annie and Mary Rood, 
who eventually sold her farm to them, a  rst 
step in making their dream a reality.

The design of the house itself came from 
a photograph of a log home that Brad found 
on the internet. He was never able to  nd the
 oor plan of that house, so Brad and Annie 
used their imaginations to design the inte-
rior of their  home.

Danielsons’ dream home is a Rood awakening
The former Elmo and Mary Rood farm, sitting at the foot of Monson Lake, provided a magni cent setting for Brad and Annie Danielson’s dream home.

(Continued on page 8)
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Real Estate & Home Equity Loans

Clara City
55 -1st Street NW

Clara City, MN 56222
(320)847-3702

Maynard
240 Spicer Avenue

Maynard, MN 56260
(320)367-2183

Murdock
520 Main Avenue

Murdock, MN 56271
(320)875-2431

NMLSR #791572

Clara City Clara City

Clara City MURDOCK

Here are two angles of the dining room and living room, with an open concept into the kitchen.
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For Gravel or Fill Hauling & Custom
Payloader Work...CALL

BENSON GRAVEL
KERKHOVEN • PH. 264-5326 STAN WAGNERKERKHOVEN • PH 320-264-5326                                                JOSH WAGNER

Think of us for all your collision needs.
Above, Annie Danielson stands by the range in the kitchen which fea-

tures a stone arch as well as a large island (upper right photo).

Sell it ... or 
give it away! 
Classi ed ads 
for as little as 8 
bucks. Call 320-
264-3071 or 
320-847-3130.
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Dave’s Plumbing Repair
320-847-2281      320-226-1113

Roskens Plumbing, Heating, & Cooling
320-226-1114

Serving the Clara City, Maynard, Granite Falls, 
Prinsburg,Renville, Sacred Heart and Montevideo areas

TRAEGER FALLTRAEGER FALLTRAEGER FALLTRAEGER FALL
SALESALESALESALE

GET A GREAT GET A GREAT GET A GREAT GET A GREAT 
DEAL ON DEAL ON DEAL ON DEAL ON 

ALL GRILLS ALL GRILLS ALL GRILLS ALL GRILLS 

Snow Removal Tools
Get the shovels & scrapers you need before
the snow flies! (179424) (LHSW7,
YPP24KL, APM18KDRVS, 04040)

Winter is coming so don't
for forget your winter

supplies of Shovels and
Ice melt.

Snacks
Choose, beef stick,
beefsteak pop, water,
great snacks, good
lunches. 

 Hunting SeasonHunting SeasonHunting SeasonHunting Season and
Fall activities get your
MEAT STICKS and

JERKY FROM
WICKS MEATS
other snacks 

CHRISTMAS
Stock up on all HOLIDAY
ITEMS 

LAMECKER'S GENERAL STORELAMECKER'S GENERAL STORELAMECKER'S GENERAL STORELAMECKER'S GENERAL STORE
The little store that has every thingThe little store that has every thingThe little store that has every thingThe little store that has every thing
from SOUP to NUTS and everyfrom SOUP to NUTS and everyfrom SOUP to NUTS and everyfrom SOUP to NUTS and every
thing in between that you maything in between that you maything in between that you maything in between that you may
need. It is worth your time to stopneed. It is worth your time to stopneed. It is worth your time to stopneed. It is worth your time to stop
in and see what we all have toin and see what we all have toin and see what we all have toin and see what we all have to
offer. Located right on main street offer. Located right on main street offer. Located right on main street offer. Located right on main street 
in KERKHOVEN. in KERKHOVEN. in KERKHOVEN. in KERKHOVEN. 

Snow Removal Tools
Get the shovels & scrapers you need before 
the snow  ies! (179424) (LHSW7, YPP24KL, 
APM18KDRVS, 04040)

Winter is coming so 
don’t forget your
winter supplies of 

Shovels and Ice Melt.

Snacks
Choose beef 
stick, beef steak, 
pop, water, great 
snacks, good 
lunches.

For Hunting Season 
and Fall activities get 
your MEAT STICKS 
and JERKY FROM

WICKS MEATS!
Other snacks too.

LAMECKER’S GENERAL STORE
The little store that has everything 
from SOUP to NUTS and every-
thing in between that you may 
need. It is worth your time to stop 
in and see what we all have to 
offer. Located right on main street 
in KERKHOVEN.

CHRISTMAS!!
Stock up on all HOLIDAY 
ITEMS!!

TRAEGER FALL
SALE!

GET A GREAT 
DEAL ON ALL 

GRILLS.

LAMECKER’S GENERAL STORE
907 Atlantic Avenue  •  Kerkhoven, MN 56252

320-264-3711Store Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-6:00pm;

Sat. 7:30am-2:00pm; Sun. Closed
WE OFFER: Grocery & Bakery Items • Household • Bakeware & Cookware • Cookbooks • School & Of ce Supplies • Canning Supplies • Table Top Applicances • Toys 
• Greeting Cards • Health & Beauty • Interior & Exterior Paint • Paint Supplies • Light Bulbs • BBQ Grills & Accessories • Cleaning Supplies • Work Gloves • Cement 
Mixes • Auto Supplies • Oil & Antifreeze • Hand & Power Tools • Electrical Supplies • Fasteners • Plumbing Supplies • Bird Houses & Feed • Pet Supplies & Feed
SERVICES: Gift Certi cates • Hunting & Fishing Licenses • Computer Paint Matching • Keys Cut • Grocery Carry-Out

Above, the stack stone  replace in the living room features large win-
dows that look out on the front yard and Monson Lake just across the 
road.

Above left, the great room chandelier was made by Dean Johnson. It 
displays the antlers of deer shot by Brad and his father, DeWayne, and 
is supported by a rope and pulley system from the barn on the farm site.
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For All Your 
Crop Protection, 

Crop Nutrition, Seed, 
Propane & Fuel Needs

200 Hwy. 7, Clara City

Call 320-847-2318

Dreaming of building 
or remodeling?

Let us help you get there!

We have everything you need 
to make your home feel as 
comfortable as it looks!

ELECTRICAL • HEATING • COOLING • THERMOSTATS 
HOME AUTOMATION • INDOOR AIR QUALITY

CALL TODAY FOR FREE ESTIMATES, IDEAS AND 
ADVICE ON YOUR UPCOMING PROJECTS.

877-613-3121
320-264-3121

WWW.FREETLYELECTRIC.COM

CHECK OUT THE HOTTEST THING IN COOLING
The Evolution® Extreme Heat Pump by Bryant

At left, a ground  oor view of the antler chandelier in the great room
shows the knotty ceiling overhead, and the loft.

Above, the large space and soft carpeting in the loft make it a good
space to practice gymnastics skills, as demonstrated by Klaire.

Thank you Brad and Annie Danielson 
for inviting us into your home!
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Culligan Ultrapure  of Western MN
Montevideo 320-269-8838
Benson 320-842-5851
culliganwaterminnesota.com

Don’t Wonder What’s in Your Well Water... 
KNOW.

Protect your family’s water source by 
knowing what common contaminants may 

be dwelling there.

FREE In-Home Water Test
Only one coupon per customer. Dealer participation may vary. See dealer for details. 

Not valid with any other offers. 

Call your store today to schedule!

• Nitrates

• Pesticides

• Lead

• E Coli

• Manganese

• Arsenic

• Herbicides

• Iron

• Insecticides

Above, Karlee’s bed features a custom-made quilt with photos of her 
and the family pet, Humphrey.

At left, a major upgrade from that in their former home, the bathroom 
off Brad and Annie’s bedroom is Annie’s favorite space in the home. The
artwork above the bathtub was a gift from and made by Brad’s sister, 
Vicky Daniels.



Above left, though he doesn’t seem to appreciate it, family pet Hum-
phrey has his own space.

Above, the family poses in front of the great room  replace. With
Brad and Annie are Karlee (15), Kenzie (11), and Klaire (8), holding
Humphrey. Not shown are adult 
daughters McKinley (23) and Mi-
randa (21).

At left, the  replace mantel in 
Brad and Annie’s bedroom is per-
sonalized with their initials, an idea 
seen on a favorite television show, 
Little House on the Prairie, where 
the initials of the show’s main char-
acters, Charles and Caroline Ingalls 
were carved in the  replace man-
tel. Brad carved their names on the 
piece of birch bark while on a hunt-
ing trip, at right.
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Shopping around for  
car insurance? Don’t.

Let your local independent  
agent shop for you, and find  

the coverage you need.

THE BEST LOCAL  
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

First Murdock 
Agency

Call Philip Yost at
320-875-2331

Logs for the home came from Expedi-
tion Log Homes in Kiel, Wisconsin. Brad’s 
brother, Bryan, connected them with a group 
of Amish people from the Osakis/Long Prai-
rie area who helped put the house together 
and did the roo ng.

Mike Evenson of Raymond was the con-
tractor on the project and Guy Fernholz of 
De Graff, a cousin of Annie’s father, did 
much of the  nishing work, and Dean John-
son of Sunburg did all of the stone work in 
the home and added artistic touches. 

Although it is a log home, the only logs 
visible on the interior are logs left over from 
construction, which were used to decorate 
accent walls in the primary bedroom and in 
the kids’ space on the second  oor. All other 
interior walls are wall board with insulation 
between that and the logs.

Interior wood, including the great room 
ceiling and window trim, was cut from ce-
dar telephone poles by Buzz Brothers Saw-
mill of Brooten. 

The main  oor of the home features the 
kitchen, great room, primary bedroom suite, 
mudroom, laundry, and guest bath.

The second story is all for the couple’s 
three youngest daughters. Each girl has a 
large bedroom. The youngest two share 
a bathroom, while Karlee has her own, a 
compromise for having a smaller bedroom 
than her sisters. All three are proud of their 
spaces and were eager to show a visitor their 
private quarters, decorated in colors of the 
girls’ choosing. 

In addition to the three bedrooms and 
two baths, the second story has two spac-
es for the girls to share: a large loft over-
looking the great room and across to those 

Monson Lake sunsets, and a smaller space, 
originally intended as an exercise room, but 
which may be used as a game room with a 
piece of exercise equipment in the corner.

With the house complete, Brad still has 

a few projects in mind. He plans to build 
a pole shed and a wood shed to shelter the 
wood boiler, which heats the house and 
barn, as well as his supply of fuel for that 
boiler. He also hopes to enhance the setting 

by planting more trees on the property.
The Danielson girls have a few ideas of 

their own. Their hopes range from moving 
the playhouse from their former home and
getting a swing to volleyball and basketball 
courts, and even a swimming pool. Refer-
ring to their large property, Karlee said with 
a big smile, “We pretty much have a softball 
 eld!”

Danielson’s Rood awakening (Continued from page 2)
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An HVAC system that delivers everything 
you want, just how you want it

Imagine what it would feel like to step 
through your front door and have your home 
feel just the way you want it to, every single 
day. That’s the power of the Pro Series™, 
which is offered exclusively by the most 
experienced, 
professional 
Armstrong Air 
dealers.

PRINSBURG
978-8100

RAYMOND
967-4271

CLARA CITY
847-3330

Proud to serve Clara City 
and surrounding communities.

The wall above the doorway at the back of 
the loft is reinforced so that it will support the 
mount of the big buck Brad expects to shoot.

The original plan called for a 54-foot attached garage, but the size 
of the garage was reduced to a two-car garage, with additional storage 
space. Thus far, the only vehicle in the garage has been Brad’s 1956 
Chevrolet pickup, but that will change with coming cooler temperatures. 
The garage  oor was  nished by Molden Concrete of Benson.

The vanity in the guest bath was 
made by Dean Johnson from dun-
nage boards from the semi-truck 
load of logs.

There’s plenty of coat and footwear storage built into an 
entrance to the Danielson home.
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PROPANE USERS...

YES, You Do Have a Choice!

MURDOCK 320-875-2811 • BENSON 320-843-3285 • KERKHOVEN 320-264-3831 • MILAN 320-000-0000

Give us a call for 
Competitive Prices...
Excellent Service...
And Your Right to Choose!

Glacial Plains Cooperative gives
Homeowners, Business Owners 
and Farmers another option for 
their propane supply.

We’re a Patron-Owned Business 
that wants the opportunity to 
become your propane and 
fuel oil supplier.

GLACIAL PLAINS COOPERATIVE
PROPANE

We’d Like To Be Your Provider!

MURDOCK 875-2811 • BENSON 843-4820 • KERKHOVEN 264-3831 • MILAN 734-4435 • CLONTARF 843-3949

Give us a call for 
Competive Prices & 
Excellent Service!

...and while you’re at it, why not add a ‘man-cave’?

Elma and Mary Rood’s barn once housed hogs, but Brad Danielson turned ‘sty’ into ‘style’ with his major remodel.
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The mission of the MACCRAY 
School District 2180 is to provide 
an environment for individuals 

to become knowledgeable, 
respectful, independent lifelong 

learns who are positive 
contributors to society.

We are Building
for the Future

Call 320-367-2396

 l 
Call 320-847-2154 

a  
Call 320-967-4282

al  -12 a

by Kari Jo Almen

Man-caves and she-sheds have become 
quite popular of late. There are man caves, 
and then there is Brad’s Barn. Once used 
to house former owner Elmo Rood’s hogs, 
Brad Danielson has completely transformed 
the space to his own liking, as he described 
it, “my man cave, my dog house.” 

The main  oor of the 35’ X 50’ barn fea-
tures Brad’s of ce, a wood burning  replace 
surrounded by comfortable seating, a large 
table and chairs made by Dean Johnson, 
a full bar surrounded by eight stools, pool 
table, foosball table, slot machine, a trac-
tor, animal pelts, and a wide assortment of 
collectible pieces. Annie noted that as he 
worked on the barn, UPS made many de-
liveries for Brad, things now displayed in 
the barn. When they arrived she would look 
at the packages and say to their daughters, 
“Oh, it’s for Dad.”  

Sty to 
Style

Brad Danielson stood in his of ce that is part of his huge barn remodel.(Continued on page 13)
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 Josh & Cindy VanDerPol  Jim & LeeAnn VanDerPol
  

www.pasturesaplenty.com  shop@pasturesaplenty.com
grassroots@pasturesaplenty.com

From our pastures to your plate

The largest single piece of “decor” in Brad’s barn is the 1947 John Deere 
tractor once owned by the lady from whom Brad and his wife, Annie, bought 
their farm site, Mary Rood. The tractor was re-stored by Mary’s husband, 
Elmo, and she enjoyed driving it in area parades.

 Dean Johnson hand-crafted this large table and chairs in Brad’s barn.

Checkers? Foosball? The barn is all about fun.
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Check us out on FacebookCh k

Stop by and
see Beth or
Terri soon.

Established 1884
1011 Atlantic Avenue  •  Kerkhoven, MN

Phone 320.264.2161  •  Fax 320.264.1306
www. nancialsecuritybank.com

Your Dreams. Your Bank®

Let us help you unlock your dreams... big and small!

   We offer loans for:
• Auto • Land
• Home • ATV
• RV • Home Improvement
• Boat • Vacation

No dream is 
too big...
or too small.

The bar was built by Brad, Johnson,  
Wayne Evenson and Blake Hagen using 
cross beams from telephone poles  which 
were cut by a Brainerd sawmill. Embedded 
in epoxy on the top surface of the bar are 
family photos.

Scattered about the space are numerous 
musical instruments, a hint of Brad’s talent 
and reminders that he  started and is a mem-
ber of the band Kentucky Thunder.

The hayloft of the barn is as yet un n-
ished, but that didn’t stop Brad from taking 
advantage of having the space. On Septem-
ber 11 he and Annie hosted about 585 peo-
ple for a concert at their home featuring four 
bands, including Kentucky Thunder. 

Derrick Johnson, son of Dean, built a 
door for the barn’s hayloft which can be 
raised with hydraulics and which, when 
raised, doubles as a roof over the stage 
on a deck off the hayloft. The stage/deck 
overlooks the former pig yard, now a lush, 
grassy lawn. 

The jury is still out on whether or not an-
other concert will be held at the barn in the 
future. However, concert or no concert, it is 
a place to get together, maybe host a barn 
dance, maybe family get-togethers. And if 
not used for such larger groups, it is still 
Brad’s mancave.  

Sty to Style
(Continued from page 11)

A wood burning stove and comfy seating invites awaits visitors to Brad’s man-cave.
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“See us for ALL 
your fall building 

needs!”

001044588r1

76

20142021
783www.perkinslumber.net

WE SELL REAL ESTATE OF ALL KINDS
 •Farmland
 •Hunting Land
 •Residential
 •Land Appraisal
 •Auctions
 
Now with 6 full time Sales Agents
serving all of West Central Minnesota.

320-815-0460

Time to sell?
We can help you  nd the perfect buyer.

320-815-0460
www.HughesRealEstate.net

Brad’s barn has a scrapbook 
bar featuring family photos and 
plenty of other memorabilia.

At right, the sliding barn 
door on the mudroom features 
three-dimensional art work by 
Dean Johnson.

At left, the barn’s former 
hayloft is all set up for per-
formances. Brad plays in the 
band, ‘Kentucky Thunder.’



Rustic 
Foodie’s 
guide to
autumn 
cooking

by Macklin Caruso

As the days grow short and 
the leaves begin to change, we 
bid our farewell to another sum-
mer and ready ourselves for our 
months-long retreat back into our 
homes. Though many may dread 
the inevitable white-out that’s due 
to follow, for Christine Rooney, 
the cook behind the food blog the 
Rustic Foodie, autumn brings with 
it a whole new menu.

“I hear a lot of people say that 
they can’t cook, and I kind of 
don’t believe that,” said Rooney. 
“It’s a bit of a time commitment, 
it’s something you have to set time 
apart for in your day.” 

Operated out of Rooney’s home 
in New London, the Rustic Foodie 
is a food blog where Rooney cre-
ates and shares seasonal recipes 
utilizing healthy, local and gluten-
free ingredients. “The idea behind 
it is you take what you grow in 
your garden or pick up at the farm-
er’s market and turn it into healthy 
and easy meals that the whole 
family can enjoy,” said Rooney. 

One of the central tenets of 
Rooney’s recipes is using local 
sourced ingredients. “It’s de nite-
ly better for everyone. It’s better 
for the environment, it’s better for 
the local economy for sure,” she 
said. “I feel like it’s important to 
have a connection to the food you 
are eating.”

For Rooney, cooking is both 
an art and a science. Her recipes – 
while focusing on healthy, whole-
some ingredients – are centered 
around both comfort and conve-
nience. The ingredients called for 
in her recipes are typically based 
on what she – and most people – 
has at her immediate disposal – 
whether it be vegetables harvested 
from the garden, or food sitting in 
the back of her fridge. Though her 
recipes are often familiar foods 
inspired by a simple craving, she 
expands and tweaks it until the end 
product is not only delectable, but 
nourishing and healthy.

“Generally, I encourage people 
to cook and experiment and try 
different things,” she said.

Come autumn, Rooney likes 
to incorporate savory, earthy in-
gredients like pumpkin, butternut 
squash, sweet potatoes, kale and 
maple syrup. “Your body kind of 
knows what it needs when you 
start craving certain things at a 
time of year,” she said. 

One of Rooney’s all-time favor-
ite fall staples is soup. “We are en-
tering soup season,” she said. “It’s 
like clockwork, we 
start wanting to eat 
a lot of soup.” When 
making soup, one of 
Rooney’s most im-
portant rules is using 
whole ingredients, 
and staying away 
from go-to processed 
foods – like canned 
cream of mushroom 
soup. “There is re-
ally no wrong way to 
make soup,” Rooney 
said. “It is a very for-
giving kind of dish.”

Due to the shorter 
days and return of 
the long nights, it is a 
good time to take up 
cooking, even if you 
are new to the craft, 
said Rooney. With 
longer evening hours 
one can seamlessly 
adopt a cooking 
frame of mind, she 
said, as long as they 
are willing to commit 
to a few hours in the 
kitchen. For Rooney, 
this newly found time 
is opportune to take 
out the slow cooker 
and Dutch oven and 
return to cooking 
warm and hearty 
meals.

Below is a recipe 
for one of Rooney’s 
favorite fall dishes 
featured on her Rus-
tic Foodie Blog: 
Classic Hearty Beef 
Stew.

Ingredients:
•6 cloves Garlic
•1 large Onion
•3 Tbsp. Olive Oil 

(split)
•1/2 cup Gluten 

Free Flour Blend (or 
regular AP  our if not 
GF)

•1 – 1.5 lbs. Beef 
Chuck Roast

•4-5 large Carrots 
(equals 3 heaping 
cups sliced carrots)

•4-5 Red Potatoes 
(equals 3 heaping 
cups diced potatoes

•1/2 cup Red Wine
•4 cups Gluten 

Free Beef Broth (or 

regular beef broth if not GF)
•3 Tbsp. Tomato Paste
•2 tsp. Italian Seasoning
•1/2 tsp. Kosher Salt and Pep-

per (split)

Cooking Directions:
1. Start by mincing 6 cloves of 

garlic and 1 large onion.
2. Slice 4-5 large carrots (equals 

3 heaping cups) and cube 4-6 red 

potatoes (equals 3 heaping cups).
3. Heat a cast iron Dutch oven 

or a heavy-bottomed soup pan to 
medium-high and add 1 Tbsp. of 
olive oil. Make sure the oil is ful-
ly heated (the meat should sizzle 
once added to the pan).

4. I  nd it works best to sear 
the meat in batches – You will not 
overcrowd the pan this way and 
each piece will get an even sear. 

Add half of the dredged meat to
the pan and cook for 2-3 minutes
on each side. Add 1/4 tsp. of ko-
sher salt and pepper to each batch
of meat as it cooks.

5. Once each side is evenly
seared, remove the meat and set
aside. The whole process is re-
peated at this point. Heat another
Tbsp. of oil, add the meat and sear 
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If you are planning a building project this year,
you will need a permit.  A permit is needed for a
house, garage, storage shed, fence, sign, 
additions or other structural changes.

HOW DO
YOU GET

A PERMIT?
CLIP AND SAVE!

1. You get an application for a permit from the Zoning Administrator at the City
Office. You will be asked for a set of building plans, and other information such as
size of lot, other buildings already on the lot and their location and size and loca-
tion and set backs of proposed building or buildings.

2.The City Council serves as the Planning Commission and meets the second and
fourth Monday of each month. They will check the application for compliance with
the Zoning Ordinance. If everything is correct, your permit will be approved.

3. The City Council has 60 days to make a ruling on the permit. This is 60 days
after the application was filed with the zoning administrator. You may not start work
on your project without an approved and signed permit.

4. Building work must begin within 3 months after receiving your permit and must
be completed within 12 months for residential permits. Apartments for 3 or more
units will have 18 months to complete the project and commercial permits will
have 12 months to complete the project. After that time has expired, another per-
mit must be obtained. Reasonable extensions may be granted if a hardship condi-
tion is demonstrated.

5. Violations of the provisions of this ordinance or failure to comply with any of its
requirements shall constitute a misdemeanor.

CITY OF KERKHOVEN

The City of Kerkhoven reminds 
residents that the Brush Site is for

BRUSH ONLY!!
Anyone wishing to use the brush site must also

contact city maintenance men Woody or Dean 
for permission to use the site.
NO OTHER DUMPING ALLOWED!

If you are planning a building or remodeling
project,  you will need a permit. A permit is needed 
for a house, garage, storage shed, fence, sign,
additions or other structural changes.

1. You get an application for a permit from the City Of ce. You will be asked for a 
set of building plans, and other information such as size of lot, other buildings al-
ready on the lot and their location and size and location and set backs of proposed 
building or buildings

2. The Building Of cial will check the application for compliance with the Zoning 
Ordinance and MN State Building Code. If everything is correct, your permit will be 
approved.

3. The Building Of cial has 60 days to make a ruling on the permit. This is 60 days 
after the application was  led with the building of cial. You may not start work on 
your project without an approved and signed permit.

4. Building work must begin within 3 months after receiving your permit and must 
be completed within 12 months for residential permits. Apartments for 3 or more 
units will have 18 months to complete the project and commercial permits will have 
12 months to complete the project. After that time has expired, another permit must 
be obtained. Reasonable extensions may be granted if a hardship condition is dem-
onstrated.

5. Violations of the provisions of this ordinance or failure to comply with any of its 
requirements shall constitute a misdemeanor.

Anyone wishing to use the brush site must 
also contact the city maintenance
department for permission to use the site.

Business: 320-847-3030
Cell: 320-295-6074

Cory’s Hometown Electric

(Continued on page 16)
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City of Raymond
Notice for all residents

Building permits are required.
If you are planning one of the following projects you will 
need a permit:

Before you begin any project
sure a permit is not needed. The city is not responsible for 
determining property lines.

You must be 16-years-old to operate them on city streets.

 
The cost for a license is $10.00 and 

proof of current rabies shots are 

leashes at all times if not penned up. Halvorson & Co. of Spicer
320-796-2141

See dealer for full details.Some restrictions apply.

This is smarter innovation.™

OFFER VALID JULY 1, 2021 THRU DECEMBER 31, 2021

Purchase 3 or more eligible GE Pro  le™ appliances
July 1 through December 31, 2021 at a participating
authorized GE Appliances reseller. Depending on the
number of appliances purchased, receive a GE
Appliances Visa® Prepaid Card valued up to $2,000
via online or mail-in rebate.

MORE 
OPTIONS.

AUTHORIZED BOBCAT DEALER

DASSEL • LONG PRAIRIE  
ST. CLOUD • WILLMAR 

FarmRiteEquip.com

EQUIPMENT INC

MORE 
PERFORMANCE.

5. Once each side is evenly seared, re-
move the meat and set aside. The whole pro-
cess is repeated at this point. Heat another 
Tbsp. of oil, add the meat and sear for 2-3 
minutes on each side with more salt and 
pepper and then remove and set aside.

How to Season:
1. Once all the meat is removed add 1 

Tbsp. of olive oil.
2. Add the garlic and onions to the pan 

and saute on medium-high for 4-5 minutes. 

Make sure to scrape up all the brown bits 
that were left on the bottom of the pan by 
the meat and mix them in with the garlic 

and onions. You want all those brown bits. 
Brown bits = lots of  avor!

3. Add 1/2 cup red wine to the garlic and 
onions. Saute this mixture for 4-5 minutes 
or until the wine reduces. Yes, it looks a 
little funky, but I promise you those funky-
looking bits are packed full of  avor.

4. Add the sliced carrots to the pan 
and saute the carrots for 5 minutes, stirring
frequently.

For more recipes visit: www.therustic-
foodie.com. You can also follow the Rustic 
Foodie on Instagram: @therusticfoodie and
Pinterest: therusticfo0084.

Rustic Foodie (Continued from page 15(



Septic Systems

FREE ESTIMATES
Farm Drainage & Tile Repair

186 HWY 23 SE Raymond, MN 56282

320-847-2607

General Excavation

Drought 
brings out 
underlining 
issues for 
lawn care 

by Billie Jo Rassat, 
Editor at the Clara City Herald

Not many good things can be said about 
this past summer’s drought. So many days 
of 100 degree weather with no rain caused 
many lawns to either go dormant or die com-
pletely. But there is one silver lining to what 
was one of the hottest summers on record–
the drought compounded any stresses that 
had been affecting yards. While that doesn’t 
sound like a good thing, the opposite in fact, 
it does, however, now give home owners an 
opportune time to identify those issues to  x 
them. The saying there is no where to go but 
up comes to mind.

According to Kandiyohi County Master 
Gardener Dale Lauer, now in the fall is the 
perfect time to  nd out what has been af-

fecting your yard and begin taking those 
necessary steps to bring your lawn back bet-
ter than ever. Just remember it will not be a 
quick  x, he said. The health of your lawn is 
dependent on how much work you put into 
it.

Some of the main issues that become 
more apparent after a drought include poor 
soil health, an over abundance of broadleaf 
weeds, drainage and moisture levels, shade 
versus sun and insect damage. Each of these 
issues can be addressed and  xed to get a 
lawn to be proud of.

Addressing soil health is relatively easy. 
The  rst thing to do is conduct a soil test. 
This can be done through your local county 
University of Minnesota extension of ce 
where you can pick up a soil testing appli-
cation. For residents in Chippewa County 
contact: mnext-chippewa@umn.edu or call 
at: 320-269-6521; for residents in Kandi-
yohi County contact: mnext-kandiyohi@
umn.edu or call at: 320-231-7890; and for 
residents in Swift County contact: mnext-
swift@umn.edu or call at: 320-843-3796. 

A soil testing is done for $17 and it pro-
vides data that indicates soil fertility, pH and 
organic matter. Recommendations are also 
provided with a soil test on how to improve 
your lawn with things like what fertilizers 
will help bring balance to your soil.

Weed control is very important for op-
timal lawn health. A sign of an unhealthy 
yard is it being overrun with broadleaf 
weeds. Some of these weeds include: chick-

Winter’s coming...
IS YOUR FURNACE READY?
Don’t  nd yourself in with the cold! Call 
Chappell Central today to schedule a Fall 
Furnace Clean & Check... only $130!
Discounts apply if you are a preferred
customer.

And if it’s time 
to replace your 
heating system, 
let us tell you 
about all the
advantages of
a new Carrier 
furnace.

1950 Trott Ave. SW

320-357-0199
www.chappellcentral.com

Chappell Central
I n c o r p o r a t e d

No where to go but up

(Continued on page 18)
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weed, clover, dandelion, wild geranium, ivy, 
milkweed, plantain and thistle. To eliminate 
them in your yard, Lauer recommends us-
ing a broadleaf herbicide. From September 
through late October is the optimal time to 
use a broadleaf herbicide. “You need to fol-
low the label instructions. But, now because 
all of the lawns as well as the weeds are 
getting ready for winter. So they are storing 
up their energy to make it through winter. 
If you can attack them now while they are 
trying to store up their energy they’re also 
going to store up or pick up any pesticides 
and that’s going to knock them out,” Lauer 
said. “I can always tell in May who has done 
their fall lawn care treatments.”

Of course in a drought soil moisture is 
going to suffer. To improve the moisture 
content it is recommended to wet your soil 
to a depth of 6 to 8 inches. This should be 
done during the summer months.

For those who may be having drainage 
issues, a big factor could be your yards el-
evation. Needing to  ll in parts of your yard 
with dirt will help level things out and mini-
mize water run-off.

Let’s face it grass needs the sun to grow. 
“A good lawn will require full sun,” Lauer 

said. A way to bring more light to an area of 
your lawn that is not getting the sun it needs 
is to prune over crowded trees as much 
as possible without hurting their health. 
Shade tolerant grasses can also be used but 

they still do need at least 4 hours of sun a 
day. 

Lastly, insects came out in full force 
this past summer as a direct result of the 
drought. They infested yards looking for 

food and water and wreaked havoc on the 
health of many lawns. Such an insect is the 
June beetle grub. This little pest will not
only ruin your yard by eating the grasses 
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Stairway to heaven...

...or to your heavenly kitchen.
We listen. We create. You enjoy.

Call on us to help you come up with a design 
that’s just out of this world!

By DON’S
     BUILDING CENTER

313 W. 5th St., Willmar, MN
PH 320-231-1230

Kerkhoven - 320-264-3011
Benson - 320-314-8159www.donsbuildingcenter.com

www.kitchenfairmn.com
NATIONAL
KITCHEN+BATH
ASSOCIATION

Lawn 
drought 
care 
(Continued from page 17)

A lawn in Clara City is suffering from an over abun-
dance of broadleaf weeds and patches of dead grass af-

ter this summer’s drought conditions caused much dam-
age across the state.

(Continued on page 19)



roots, leaving patches of brown and wilted 
grass so weak you can literally lift up the 
patch with your hands, but it will also attract 
other wildlife harmful to your yard looking 
to feast on the grubs. Animals like raccoons 
and skunks can start to dig up holes in your 
yard looking for a little June bug grub meal. 
Moles can also come to feast on the bugs 
and leave small underground trails through-
out your yard.

To  x an infestation one approach is to 
use an insecticide. One insecticide to use is 
one that is made from neem oil, which kills 
many types of larvae but is generally safe 
insects like bees. There are much stronger 
pesticides out there but as they get stronger 
they do begin to cause harm in other areas. 
Lauer says to apply these late in the sum-
mer, when the grubs are still near the surface 
of the soil; and follow all directions on any 
insecticides or pesticides used. 

Unfortunately, even the most seasoned 
gardeners have issues they can not  x. Lau-
er admits to having needed to call a profes-
sional to take care of his grub problem in 
his own yard. “Sometimes you do need help 
with some issues,” he said.

Preventative care is also very necessary 
when dealing with June beetle grubs. One 
easy way is to not mow too short. A female 
June beetle will lay its eggs in short grass 
opposed to taller. Keeping grass at least 3 
inches tall during the insects early-to-mid-
summer active season is recommended. 

Another preventative measure is to use 
Bacillus thuringiensis, also known as Bt, 
which is a bacteria that infects and kills 
many different garden pests, including 
June bug grubs, yet is harmless to humans 
and pets. Using microscopic worms called 
nematodes can also help prevent grubs by 
attacking them and eliminating them while 
not hurting any other part of your lawn. 
Both Bt and nematodes can be found on-
line or at a garden retailer. The directions on 

how to apply both preventive care measures
are listed on the packaging.

Lawn care, especially after a drought, 
is really a labor of love. It will take time
and patience to get your yard looking like
you just stepped onto the greens at Pebble 
Beach. After all of your efforts once you do 
get everything healthy again it will be worth
it. Let’s just hope Mother Nature cooper-
ates next spring. “Pray 2022 is not another
drought year,” Lauer said. 
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Fall is a great time to declutter your home of 
unwanted furniture, cabinets,

appliances, building supplies & more!

Habitat for Humanity’s
ReStore welcomes your

donations!
For more information and a list 

of acceptable items, visit
habitatwcm.org or call the
ReStore at 320-235-9000.

Store Hours: Wed.-Fri. 10am-5:30pm,
Sat. 10am-4pm, Closed Sun.-Tues.

Donation Hours: Tues.-Fri. 11am-4:30pm,
Sat. 11am-3pm

2424 1st St. S
Willmar

320-235-9000

L       king to Build?
City of Pennock

Dirk’s Fourth Addition

•No Assessments
•Water & Sewer
•Paved Streets

FOR MORE INFO CALL 320-599-4546

Look at Us!
$5,000 on  any 

of these great 
lots!

Lawn drought care 
(Continued from page 18)

A June beetle grub can cause many problems in your yard. (Submitted 
photo)

Dale Lauer has been a Master Gar-
dener in Kandiyohi County for over 
25 years. As a Master Gardener, Lau-
er is available through the University 
of Minnesota Extension as a resource 
for knowledge in the gardening arts. 
He specializes in lawn care and main-
tenance, vegetable gardening, garlic 
and perennial gardening. (Submitted 
photo)
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Residential & Commercial Services 
Truly Unlimited Data
Fast Local Support
Referral Program
Worry Free Connectivity with
MVTV's Managed Wifi Service

CONNECTING RURAL MINNESOTA 
WITH DEPENDABLE  BROADBAND

INTERNET S INCE  1999

320-564-4807           mvtvwireless.com

Find out how you can save by        
insuring your home and auto with 

Auto-Owners Insurance

AGENCY NAME
website

Call or visit us 

Kevin Strandberg
Agent

Call or visit us
Strandberg
Insurance

Agency, Inc.
909 Atlantic Ave., Kerkhoven

320-264-0201

Say what. . .

Curt Meints
Agent

Through the University of Minnesota Extension, anyone can pick up an soil test application like this one to  nd out the health of their soil for lawn care 
or gardening.
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Along with 
Sweep Hardware your 

local Traeger Gold dealer.

All our grills are seasoned 
and professionally 

assembled.

The month of October is not just 
the time when the leaves turn beau-
tiful shades and fall, kids get ready 
for Halloween and pumpkins line 
sidewalks, it is also the perfect time 
to plan a crop of garlic to be har-
vested in the following July. Plant-
ing garlic is relatively simple and 
the end results will leave you with 
an abundance of fresh garlic for all 
your culinary needs. The  rst thing 
you need to do get procure planting 
garlic from your local nursery. These 
cloves are from L&E Greenhouse 
in Maynard. Getting your planting 
cloves from a local greenhouse will 
ensure that garlic is suitable to plant 
in our Minnesota climate. Do not use 
the cloves you can get in a grocery 
store, it is treated garlic and will not 
sprout. Separate your cloves the day 
before you plant.

Great cloves of garlic, Batman! 
Now’s a good the time to plant.

Picking the correct spot in your 
garden is crucial to having a suc-
cessful crop. Soil should be well-
drained, moisture-retentive with pH 
levels between 6.0 and 7.0, accord-
ing to the University of Minnesota 
Extension. The area must also be in 
full sun. The cloves should be plant-
ed 4-6 inches from each other and 
in rows that are 18 inches or more 
apart. 

The cloves need to be set with the 
clove pointed side up. The depth to 
plant should be 2 to 3 inches from 
the surface.

Straw or mulch is needed to cover 
the planted cloves to protect them
in the winter months. Place approxi-
mately 3 to 4 inches of straw over 
the planted beds. This will protect
the cloves during a freeze and will 
help with weed control.

Once the garlic garden is covered, water. Soak the soil well to a depth
of at least one inch each week during the growing season. For the next
months just wait until spring comes to continue to tend to your garden. In
the spring, continue to water and tend to the weeds. Harvesting can begin 
between late June and late July, when the lower leaves turn brown and
when half or more of the upper leaves are still green. Pull a few bulbs and
cut them in half, if the cloves  ll their skins then they are ready to enjoy.
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Metro Creative Graphic

Curb appeal is bene cial in various ways. 
Curb appeal can make a home more attrac-
tive to prospective buyers and give exist-
ing homeowners a place they want to come 
home to. In its study of the worth of outdoor 
remodeling projects, the National Associa-
tion of Realtors found standard lawn care 
and overall landscape upgrades were most 
appealing to buyers, as well as the most 
likely to add value to a home.

Although plants, grass and other items 
can improve curb appeal, homeowners 
should not overlook hardscaping.

Hardscaping is an industry term that re-
fers to the non-living features of a landscape. 
These features can include everything from 
decks to walkways to ornamental boulders. 
Introducing paths or paver walls to a prop-
erty helps develop that home’s hardscape. 
Hardscape and soft elements often work 
in concert to create inspiring landscape de-
signs. 

DIY landscape designers can heed cer-
tain tips to make the most of hardscape fea-
tures on their properties.

Choose materials.
As with many landscaping projects, ho-

meowners must  rst determine what types 

of additions they would like on their prop-
erties. Common hardscape features include 
patios, decks, walkways of pavers or bricks, 
and retaining walls. Hardscape elements can 
be functional or simply decorative features 
that add whimsy to the yard.

Choose a theme.
The right style allows hardscaping and 

softscaping materials to work together. For 
example, homeowners may want to give 
their yards an eastern feel, complete with 
a koi pond and decorative bridge or trellis. 
A formal English garden, however, may in-
clude manicured paths with stepping stones 
and ornate topiaries. Mixing too many styles 
together can take away from the overall ap-
peal.

The pros suggest looking at the overall 
plan of the design, even if all of the work 
can’t be completed at once. This way the 
eventual  nished project wil be cohesive.

Think about the purpose.
Hardscaping can look good but also 

serve key purposes. Pebbles or gravel can 
mitigate trouble areas that don’t grow grass 
or plant life well. Retaining walls hold back 
soil in yards with sharply inclined hills. 
Mulch can set perimeters around trees and 
shrubs, as well as planting beds. Fencing, 

another form of hardscaping, is essential for 
establishing property boundaries and adding 
privacy. 

Consult a professional.
While many hardscaping additions can 

be handled by novices, large-scale projects, 
such as patios and decking, can change the 
grading of the yard. Professionals can map 

out how to handle drainage issues and meet 
building codes. In addition, professional in-
stallation can ensure hardscaping features 
last for years to come.

Hardscaping should blend with the na-
ture around it and take its cues from the sur-
rounding environment. This can help soft-
scaping and hardscaping work as one. 

THE BEST LOCAL 
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

Find out how you can save money with  
Auto-Owners Insurance multi-policy discounts.

Fall into savings...

Pennock, Raymond, Spicer, Willmar & Litch eld
320.796.2169  •  www.pioneer-heritage.com

Agralite Electric Cooperative
1-800-950-8375 or 320-843-4150 

320   12    o   5 215 
r oo

o r o o  r  oo r

ASHP Rebates:
SEER 14-17 $500 • SEER 18-19 $1,200 • SEER 20+ $1,700

Hardscaping refers to the elements in a landscape that aren’t living, such 
as paths, walls and fences.

De ning hardscape 
and how to use it
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VISIT US TODAY FOR THIS LIMITED-TIME OFFER

KubotaUSA.com
*Class is based on these models: Polaris Ranger XP 900, John Deere XUV835M & Kawasaki Mule PRO-FXR. The handling comparison was performed on the FSAE SKIDPAD course in gravel 
conditions.  © Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2021. Offer is limited to in stock models with MSRP of $13,651: RTV-XG850G-A, RTV-XG850CAG-A, RTV-XG850EVG-A. $0 Down, 0% A.P.R. 
fi nancing for up to 60 months or customer instant rebates of $1,500 are available on purchases of new Kubota RTV-XG850 Series equipment from participating dealers’ in-stock inventory. 
Promotional rate available to qualifi ed purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Example: 60 monthly payments of $16.67 per $1,000 fi nanced.  
Customer instant rebates of $1,500 are available on qualifying cash or standard rate fi nance purchases. Rebate is not available with 0% A.P.R. promotional fi nancing. Some exceptions apply. 
Offers expire 12/31/21. Terms subject to change. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from 
the use of this material. For complete warranty, disclaimer, safety, incentive offer and product information, consult your Dealer or KubotaUSA.com.

Save now on the fast, durable Sidekick, featuring best-in-class acceleration 

and handling with cargo*. Stop in for a test drive today.

Get more 
savings. 
Cover more 
ground.

      40 MPH top speed       Gas powered

+ OR
NOW AS
LOW AS
$13,651

$0 DOWN 
0% APR 

60 MONTHS

SAVE 
$1,500

1KBB03467_SIDE_AG_F1_8-1_0716.indd

E Hwy 12 -- Willmar, MN
320.235.2717 -- www.haugkubota.com

How to care 
for perennials

Metro Creative Graphic

Perennials can add color and vibrancy to 
any garden. One of the more desirable com-
ponents of perennials is that they come back 
year after year, meaning homeowners do not 
have to invest in a gardenful of new  owers 
every year. That can add up to considerable 
savings. Perennials often form the founda-
tion of beautiful gardens. 

Annuals only grow for one season, pro-
duce seeds and then die. However, peren-
nials die back to the ground every autumn 
and their roots survive the winter. Some pe-
rennials are short-lived, meaning they will 
come back a few consecutive years; others 
will last for decades.

Though planted perennials require less 
maintenance than annuals, they are not 
completely maintenance-free. Certain care 
is needed to help perennials thrive, and that 
starts with the soil. Penn State Extension 
says most perennials grow ideally in well 
drained, fertile soil with a pH of 6.0 to 7.0. 
In addition, organic matter can improve soil 
texture and water-holding ability.

When including perennials in the gar-
den, make sure you wait for the right time 
to plant them. The ideal time is during the 
spring or fall. Perennials come as container-
grown perennials, which already have been 
established in the soil. Bare-root perennials 
are just roots that are often packed in peat 
moss. In order to plant bare-root perennials, 
soak the roots in water for several minutes 
before gently planting in the ground, indi-
cates the how-to resource Tip Bulletin.

Perennials should be watered deeply, 

especially during the  rst growing season. 
However, the soil should never be overly 
dry or wet. Most perennials do not need to 
be fertilized heavily. A single application in 
the spring typically is all that’s needed.

Care along the way can include dead-
heading spent  owers so that plants can 

use their energy on seed production and 
reblooming. Perennials should be divided 
when they grow large, every three to four 
years when the plants are not in bloom. Pe-
rennials produce fewer  owers or may look 
sickly when the time has passed to divide 
them. Early spring often is a good time to 

divide perennials.
A thick layer of mulch can help peren-

nials to overwinter successfully. Perennials
planted in containers will need to be trans-
planted into the garden before it gets cold 
because most containers cannot thoroughly 
insulate perennial roots.

KEEP YOUR HOME Warm & C ozyTHIS SEASON
ELECTRICAL • HEATING • COOLING • THERMOSTATS 

HOME AUTOMATION • INDOOR AIR QUALITY

320-264-3121 • FREETLYELECTRIC.COM

Spruce up your Curb Appeal with a 
new vehicle from Nolan Baker Ford!

NOLAN BAKER FORD
Kerkhoven, MN  •  320-264-2871

Blue Oval Dealer
DLR 17424

2016 F150 
Lariat

Supercrew,
5.0 engine

2017 F350 
Crew Cab, 
Lariat, 6.7 
diesel, PL, 

PW - Just In

2018 Ford
Escape SE
1.6 engine, 

auto, satellite 
remote start, 
30k miles - 

$24,995

2018 F150 
Supercrew 

Lariat, moon 
roof, loaded, 
54k miles - 

Nice!

w www 
nnn 

dddd,, ,, ,,,,,
-- 

2017 Fusion SE
Nice Car, 37,000 miles 

- Just In

2013 Explorer 
XLT, 71k miles, 
leather, heated 

seats

2016 Escape 
SE

AWD,1.6, 
80,000 miles, 

1-owner, Nice!
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SEASONAL SEPTIC TANK TIPS

Chippewa County Land & Resource Management

For Homeowners

-
Things to NEVER DO 

to your septic System:

DO NOT add antifreeze, salt 
or a septic system additive into 

the system.

DO NOT pump sewage onto the 
ground surface.

DO NOT start a fire over the 
system to attempt to thaw it out.

DO NOT run water continuously 
in order to unfreeze the system. 
This can overload the system.

If your system freezes...
If your spetic system freezes, call your local professional.

t er met o s use  to  a freezin  pro lem inclu e a in  eatun  tape 
and tank heaters.

If you are una le to correct the pro lem use your septic tank as a holdin  
tank and contact a pumper to empty the tank. 

ake sure to reduce ater usa e so you do not o erload your system.

For more information on Septic Maintenance see  
www.septic.umn.edu/septic-system-owners.


