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Record surplus calls
for drastic change

Minnesota seems to have hit the jackpot.

Last week state budget officials announced that
Minnesota will have a historic $9.2 billion surplus.
It’s believed to be the most of any other Midwest-
ern state.

And now the fun begins at the State Capitol as
lawmakers wrestle with what to do with the hefty
windfall.

Sen. John Jasinski, who represents Steele and
Rice counties, put it bluntly: Minnesotans are “way,
way, way overtaxed.” Senate Republicans are now
proposing the largest tax cut in state history.

Under the Republican plan, a Minnesota family
making $100,000 would see tax savings of $1,000
each year. A typical person making $37,000 would
receive an annual reduction of $500.

“What Republicans have proposed is perma-
nent, ongoing tax relief for all working Minne-
sotans and senior citizens,” said Senate Majority
Leader Jeremy Miller, R-Winona.

DFL Gov. Tim Walz wants one-time rebate
checks paid out to all taxpayers. “This gives us
the opportunity to get those checks in the hands of
folks,” Walz said.

And, of course, this is all coming to a head just
in time for this fall’s election.

While the governor’s idea for a rebate would
be nice for the pocketbook, we wonder if rebates
would in the long term be shortsighted. After all,
it’s time for state officials to give back what they
have taken from us.

With democrats and republicans sparring over
what should happen, it would seem that a perma-
nent and significant tax reliefis what Minnesotans
deserve. We need to look at long-term solutions and
what’s best for the state over the long haul.

As both sides figure things out, they also need
to proceed with caution. There is great uncer-
tainty right now about the economic effects of the
war in Ukraine, the future of the pandemic and
inflation.

It’s no secret that taxes in Minnesota are high.
This is the time to roll back and undo some of the
damage that has been done in the past. Let’s make
this an affordable state to continue living in.
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A gift to our Steele County friends
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ome exciting
things are hap-
pening with the

Steele County Times,
and I’d like to share
some of them with you
this week.

This week we're go-
ing out to an expanded
audience as nearly ev-
ery household in Steele
County will be receiv-
ing the newspaper. In
the newspaper indus-
try, werefertoitasa
“sample copy,” where
we send the paper to
everyone whether they
are a subscriber or not.
It’s a gift to our friends
who cherish local news.

Our primary mission
is to provide quality
community news
with the best interest
of Blooming Prairie,
Ellendale, Medford and
Owatonna as well as
the rest of the county
in mind each week. We
think we provide a dy-
namic newspaper filled
with hometown news
for our readers every
week. We don’t want

anyone to miss out.

But that’s not all
that’s going on.

Along with the great
print product we pro-
duce each week, we are
always looking at op-
portunities to enhance
the ways we reach the
community.

We are launch-
ing an indoor digital
newschannel network
with the help of a com-
pany that has become
the largest indoor digi-
tal billboard network in
Minnesota. Right now,
the company has over
250 venue locations that
feature indoor digital
billboards. About half
of them are partnered
with newspapers.

Basically what
happens is digital
screens will be installed
in various businesses
like bars, restaurants
and service places. The
screens will feature
captivating hyper-local
community content,
including advertising
from local businesses.
This is a different way
for businesses to reach
clients.

We expect this to
hit by early May if not
sooner. Stay tuned for
more about this as it
gets closer.

Within the next
month, we will be
revealing our newly
revamped website at
www.steelecountytimes.
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NESS, SCHLOBOHM RETIRE FROM COMMUNITY PATHWAYS
Dom Korbel of Owatonna assumed the reins of Community Pathways last week
following the retirements of Nancy Ness and Maureen Schlobohm. Ness and
Schlobohm served as co-executive directors since the Steele County Clothesline
and the Steele County Food Shelf merged into one organization in January 2020.
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com. This has been in
the planning stages for
the past several months.
You are going to find a
website that’s easier to
navigate and be able to
pull up local news, a lot
of which is not hiding
behind a pay wall.
February was a
pivotal month for our
website. We reached a
record number of 38,000
unique visitors and
nearly 1.5 million hits
in what was a shortened
month (28 days). The
viewership has been
climbing steadily over
the past nine months.
Besides the beefed up
website, we will also be
adding another new and
exciting digital option.
Later this spring we
will launch a news app
where readers can get
local news and sports as
well as community no-
tifications with just one
click. This will offer fast
access to information.
A news app is partic-
ularly exciting because

you will get breaking
news and other informa-
tion exclusive to Steele
County. We want to keep
you up to date with news
that impacts you and
your community. Again,
we will share more about
this once it’s ready to go.

I'd also like to
remind you that we
are now serving Steele
County from two great
locations: Blooming
Prairie and Owatonna.
We recently opened a
second office to better
serve our readers in
Owatonna. We are lo-
cated at 109 W. Rose St.

As you can see, the
gift of local news comes
in many shapes and
sizes. We are excited
to offer you various
options to keep you
informed about the
greater community of
Steele County.

We’re never sitting
idle. We love going in
hot pursuit of providing
the area’s best option
for local news coverage.
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