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As Minnesota rushes 
into postseason football, 
two Carlton County teams 
look like contenders to 
make a state run. Esko in 
Class AAA and Moose 
Lake/Willow River in Class 
AA both have gone unde-
feated this season and are 
favorites in sectional play.

In Section 7AAA, the 
Eskomos � nished the sea-
son 8-0 and allowed a total 
of only 34 points in those 
eight wins. In fact, the Es-
komos shut out � ve of their 
eight opponents, including 
a Class AAAAA Duluth 
East team in the � nal game 
of the regular season, a 
game Esko won 55-0.

“� e regular season 
went well,” said Esko 
coach Scott Arntson. “We 
put ourselves in a good 
position to get a � rst-round 
bye, and that is always 
important.”

Esko will host No. 4 
seeded Rock Ridge at 2 
p.m. Saturday.

“Against Duluth East, 
our defense played well 
and we � nally had closer to 
a complete game on both 
sides of the ball,” Arntson 
said. “Like always, there 
are things we need to clean 
up — especially if we get in 
that � nal game.”

If the Eskomos make the 
title game it would be most 
likely against Aitkin, which 
garnered the No. 2 seed, a 
team that Esko beat 14-12 
on Oct. 14. Aitkin faces 
Two Harbors Saturday for 
the right to play in the title 
game.

“� ey are a good team 
and if we get that far we’ll 
need to be ready to play,” 
Arntson said about Aitkin. 
“On defense they are very 
athletic, they are quick o�  

the ball. � ey are strong, 
tough kids who are ex-
tremely well-coached.”

Section 7AA
Perhaps the best regular 

season in northern Minne-
sota this year was posted 
by Moose Lake/Willow 
River. � e Rebels man-
handled opponents as they 
steamrolled to a 6-0 record 
while outscoring their 
opponents 272-21. In fact, 
since the Rebels defeated 
Hermantown 28-21 in their 
opening game Sept. 3, they 
have not allowed another 
team to even score.

“It is always great to go 
undefeated in the regular 
season, but that is never 
the goal of Rebels football,” 
said ML/WR coach Dave 
Louzek. “Our focus on the 
regular season is to get 
better each week in prepa-
ration for the playo� s.”

Like Esko, the Rebels 
had a � rst-round bye, so 
they open at home in Wil-
low River at 2 p.m. Satur-
day against International 
Falls. � e Rebels defeated 
International Falls 55-0 
Sept. 10 and did not play 
Crosby-Ironton, although 
International Falls defeat-
ed the Rangers 20-6 last 
Wednesday.

“Our defense has played 
very well and our ground 
game on o� ense has been 
very physical,” said coach 
Louzek. “I feel our team is 
in a good place right now 
and very excited to start the 
playo� s.”

Despite being the 
overwhelming favorites in 
the section, Louzek is not 
concerned about his team 
overlooking any of their 
opponents.

“We will be well-pre-
pared for any opponent we 
see in the playo� s, with the 

focus being on that team 
and making sure our play-
ers are not looking ahead 
past anyone,” Louzek said. 
“Entering playo� s, our goal 
is to win the Section 7AA 
championship because it is 
that win that gets you into 
the state tournament and 
an opportunity at being 
state champion.”

Nine Man
In nine-man action, 

both South Ridge and 
Cromwell-Wright will open 
play Saturday against each 
other in Culver.

No. 2 seed South Ridge 
comes into Section 5 play 
with a record of 3-4, while 
the Cards are also 3-4 and 
received the No. 3 seed. A 
month ago the Panthers 
defeated the Cards 32-12 
in Culver. Saturday’s game 
starts at 7 p.m.

� e only other local 
team which would be 
playing this year is the 

cooperative program of 
Carlton/Wrenshall, except 
the Raptors season was 
derailed by Covid.

� e Raptors struggled to 
a 1-3 record with their last 
game on Oct. 8 in a loss to 
Ogilvie. Last Wednesday, 
the Raptors were � nally 
scheduled to play Crom-
well-Wright, but that game 
was just one of many games 

that were canceled this sea-
son due to Covid illnesses 
or exposures.

“� at was our fourth 
regular season game can-
celed as a result of this, and 
if you count the playo� s, 
� ve,” Raptors coach Jeremy 
Zywicki said in an email to 
the Pine Knot last week.

� e Raptors also strug-
gled with numbers, so that 

made if even more di�  cult 
to continue when Covid 
cases kept popping up.

“We only had 11 players 
this season, so that makes it 
tough when something like 
this happens,” said Zywicki.

Carlton/Wrenshall’s lone 
win this season came Sept. 
24 against North Central.

FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS

WILDERNESS HOME GAME!
Wilderness vs. MN Magicians

Friday, November 5 - 7:15 p.m.
Wear Blaze Orange - 

Get in Half-Price!
Presale tickets available at B&B Market 

and Super One Liquor
Adults $8 • Seniors, Students & Military $6

At the Door:
Adults $12 • Seniors, Students & Military $8

Northwoods Credit Union Arena • 1102 Olympic Dr., Cloquet
WildernessHockey.com          Follow us on Facebook

Northwoods Credit Union Arena • 1102 Olympic Dr., Cloquet
WildernessHockey.com          Follow us on Facebook

It’s a super playo�  Saturday slate
Esko got a signature win against Duluth East to close out its regular season last week. It is a favorite in the section playo� s. The Eskomos are 8-0 
and face Rock Ridge (formerly Eveleth-Gilbert and Virginia) on Saturday. Dan Saletel / Pine Knot News

Moose Lake/Willow River hopes to keep its potent ground game rolling in the playo� s. Pine Knot News photo




