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Cloquet struggles against Spartans
Cloquet’s Dana Jones dives safely into second base with a stolen base during Monday’s season opening softball game in Superior. 
Photos by Dave Harwig / Pine Knot News
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Opening the high school so� -
ball season against one of the top 
teams in the area is never easy, 
but to open on the road when 
your team has not had a chance 
to practice outside is even tough-
er. � at was the case for the Clo-
quet girls so� ball team Monday 
when they opened at Superior in 
a 16-1 loss to the Spartans.

“It was tough on the girls 
because we haven’t taken any 
grounders o�  dirt and only about 
a half hour of � y balls outside, so 
the adjustment was tough,” said 
Cloquet head coach Tyler Korby. 
“Superior is an awfully good 
team and their pitcher is really 
good and one of the best in the 
area, so we saw one of the best 
right away to start the season.”

� e Spartans are led by their 
battery of catcher Emma Raye 
and pitcher Haley Zembo. Zem-
bo and Raye — who is headed to 
play for the Wisconsin Badgers at 
the Division I level —  both did 
their part in the victory. Raye hit 
a home run and Zembo fanned 
10 Lumberjacks in the win.

Superior held Cloquet score-
less to start and then came out 
and exploded for 10 runs in the 
bottom of the � rst inning to take 
a 10-0 lead.

“� at was a tough � rst inning, 

but I like how the team kept 
� ghting and came back and out-
scored them in the next inning,” 
said Korby.

Senior third baseman Justice 
Paro scored the lone goal of the 
game for Cloquet in the second 
inning as the ’Jacks trailed 10-1 
a� er two complete innings of 
play. Unfortunately for Cloquet, 
the Spartans added a run in the 
bottom of the third and � ve more 
in the bottom of the fourth to go 
ahead 16-1. � e game ended in 
the � � h when the Lumberjacks 
were unable to cut into the lead 
as the 10-run mercy rule went 
into e� ect.

Zembo ended the game allow-
ing just one hit on 10 strikeouts 

and walked six Cloquet batters. 
Cloquet’s lone hit was by senior 
out� elder Dana Jones, who will 
attend Division II Winona State 
on a so� ball scholarship next 
season.

On the mound for Cloquet 
was freshman pitcher Allie Jones, 
Dana’s younger sister. Jones � n-
ished the day with four strikeouts 
and she gave up 10 hits.

“I thought Allie did � ne for 
her � rst game this season and 
only her second start ever,” Korby 
said. “I liked our resiliency and 
how we kept � ghting.”

Cloquet was scheduled to play 
at Duluth East on Tuesday, but 
that game was canceled due to 
inclement weather.

“We just couldn’t be more 
grateful to play and be out on the 
� eld,” Korby said. “� e kids were 

just thrilled to be outside. We 
will learn from this game and get 
better as the season goes on.”

Friday, April 15 @ 1:00 p.m. @ Boston
Saturday, April 16 @ 3:10 p.m. @ Boston
Sunday,  April 17 @ 12:35 p.m. @ Boston

Monday,  April 18 @ 10:10 a.m. @ Boston
Tuesday,  April 19 @ 7:10 p.m. @ Kansas City

Wednesday,  April 20 @ 7:10 p.m. @ Kansas City
Thursday,  April 21 @ 1:10 p.m. @ Kansas City
Friday,  April 22 @ 7:10 p.m. vs White Sox
Saturday,  April 23 @ 3:05 p.m. vs White Sox

WMOZ is the Northland’s FM Home for

MINNESOTA TWINS BASEBALL!

Pre-game is 40 minutes 
prior to the first pitch

All games are livestreamed 
on NorthWoodsRadio.com

High School Sports Broadcasts
Sat., April 16, 11:00 a.m. Baseball Cloquet @ Duluth Denfeld.............WKLK 96.5 FM
Mon., April 18, 4:30 p.m. Softball Cloquet @ Hibbing.........................WKLK 96.5 FM
Tue., April 19, 4:00 p.m. Baseball MLWR vs Esko............................. WMOZ 106.9 FM
Thur., April 21, 4:30 p.m. Softball Cloquet @ Hermantown ................WKLK 96.5 FM
Fri., April 22, 4:30 p.m. Softball Cloquet vs Milaca ..........................WKLK 96.5 FM
All games are weather dependent. Check our website for the current schedule.All games are weather dependent. Check our website for the current schedule.

Cloquet’s Allie Jones throws a pitch during Monday’s softball 
game at Superior High School.

Cloquet’s Carly Johnson makes a running catch in right fi eld 
during Monday’s softball game at Superior High School




