










By Michael Achterling
Detroit Lakes Tribune

Otter Tail County prop-
erty owners can expect to 
see their estimated mar-
ket values rise between 
15-30% this year as they 
begin opening their tax 
assessments from the 
county, according to a 
report from the county 
assessor’s office.

The higher valuations 
for 2022 across all prop-
erty types are the result 
of property selling for 
higher prices last year, 
but, while many resi-
dents may be scared of 
what their new sticker 
values may do to their 
property taxes, Kevin 
Scheidecker, chief depu-
ty assessor for Otter Tail 
County, said the high-
er values doesn’t mean 
their property taxes will 
go up.

“Just because your 
values are going up 15%, 
20%, 30%, that does 
not necessarily equate 
to a tax increase of the 
same percentage,” said 
Scheidecker. “(The Otter 
Tail County Auditor) 

sets the tax capacity 
rate based on what all 
these jurisdictions need 
to collect to satisfy their 
budgets.”

Additionally, if prop-
erty value goes up across 
the county, the coun-
ty auditor could lower 
the taxable capacity rate 
on properties, based on 
jurisdiction, which could 
keep property taxes for 
residents at roughly the 
same amount even if 
their estimated market 
value increased up to 
30%. It could also benefit 
homeowners who didn’t 
see larger increases in 
their property value 
because, if their valua-
tions were roughly the 
same as last year and 
the taxable capacity 
drops county-wide, they 
could actually pay less in 
property taxes.

“In my position, you 
start to look at, is it 
residential or seasonal 
properties, is it com-
mercial properties, is it 
industrial properties, is 
it (agricultural) prop-
erties, it’s everything. 
Everything was going 
up,” said Scheidecker. 
“It’s what people are 
willing to pay for things 
and we see lots of dif-

ferent things going on, 
and some we can put our 
finger on, like we know 
there is short supply, 
there’s no inventory out 
there for certain types of 
property.”

He also said one of the 
other reasons for the 
short supply could be 
investors pulling their 
money out of the bank 
and stocks, and putting 
it into property because 
the return can be high-
er with the increasing 
values.

“What’s my money 
getting me if I have it 
in the bank, nothing,” 
said Scheidecker. “Some 
of the accounts are 0% 
percent interest, they 
are paying you back, so 
I’d imagine some folks 
are looking for a better 
investment.”

Estimating market 
value begins with decid-
ing what the value of 
certain types of land are, 
he said, adding that all of 
their county land types 
saw increases in value, 
including irrigated land, 
which doubled in value 
from 2020 to 2021.

“When we do set val-
ues in our office, we 
start with those coun-
ty-wide types of things 

first, like the tillable, 
the pasture, the woods, 
those site acres ... that’s 
where we start to see 
what kind of increas-
es we need to do there 
first” said Scheidecker.

“Farmers in the county 
know better than we do, 
what the market is dic-
tating on these things, 
so they aren’t surprised 
that values are going up. 
They won’t be surprised 
because they know what 
it’s worth, they know 
what farmers are pay-
ing for it and when that 
is going on, we have to 
come up accordingly. 
We had to raise those 
irrigated values, over-
all tillable values and I 
don’t think those folks 
will be at all shocked at 
what’s going on.”

The value of tillable 
land in Otter Tail Coun-
ty increased about $700 
per acre, while highly 
wooded and high-grade 
pasture land increased 
$800 and $300 per acre, 
respectively.

Scheidecker also said 
the state mandates that 
the county keep their 
estimated market val-
ues of properties with-
in 90-105% of what 
homes actually sell for 

in that jurisdiction to 
be in compliance, which 
meant many properties 
needed to have their val-
uations increase.

Some of the big-
gest increases in valu-
ations were lake prop-
erties. Across 207 Otter 
Tail County lakes, only 
15 lakes saw their lake-
front footage valuations 
stay the same from 2021 
to 2022. The highest 
increases in Otter Tail 
County per lakefront 
foot were:

Fish Lake — $3,600 
per lakefront foot in 
2021, to $5,900 in 2022.

Otter Tail Lake — 
$3,200 per lakefront foot 
in 2021, to $4,900 in 
2022

Pelican Lake — 
$6,400 per lakefront 
foot in 2021, to $8,000 
in 2022

Clitherall Lake — 
$1,900 per lakefront 
foot in 2021, to $3,300 
in 2022

Bigpine Lake — 

$1,700 per lakefront foot 
in 2021, to $2,900 in 
2022

Jewett Lake — 
$1,600 per lakefront 
foot in 2021, to $2,800 
in 2022

Rush Lake — $2,050 
per lakefront foot in 
2021, to $3,200 in 2022

West Battle Lake 
— $3,250 per lakefront 
foot in 2021, to $4,400 
in 2022

He added that last 
year’s record home sales 
differed from the sales 
seen before the 2008-
2009 recession because 
more cash is being 
offered at closing, along 
with larger down pay-
ments.

“It is a ‘wow,’ it is 
absolutely a ‘wow’ and 
we’ve all felt that,” he 
said. “It is just almost 
mind boggling when 
you see what these val-
ues have done in that  
one year.”
Send your story tips to Michael at: 
machterling@dlnewspapers.com

By Alex Derosier

The Detroit Lakes Tribune
ST. PAUL — Ama-

zon distribution center 
employees joined Dem-
ocratic-Farmer-Labor 
lawmakers at the state 
Capitol Monday, March 
28, to share their expe-
riences ahead of a House 
vote on legislation aimed 
at improving warehouse 
worker safety.

A bill introduced by 
Rep. Emma Green-
man, DFL-Minneapolis, 
would require ware-
houses with more than 
250 employees to pro-
vide workers with writ-
ten notice of produc-
tivity quotas and would 
ban quotas that would 
interfere with breaks. 
It would also require 
employees to provide 
work speed and quota 
data to any employee 
upon request.

Citing a report from 
the National Employ-
ment Law Center, 
Greenman said that one 
in nine Amazon ware-
house employees is hurt 
on the job, a rate twice 
that of non-Amazon 
warehouses in Minne-

sota and four times the 
injury rate across all 
industries in the state.

Amazon did not 
immediately respond to 
a request for comment.

“Work shouldn’t hurt. 
But for many Minneso-
ta workers in Amazon 
warehouses, it does,” 
Greenman said. “Work-
ers report pushing 
themselves to the brink, 
often skipping rest, 
bathroom and prayer 
breaks to meet quo-
tas that are constantly 
changing and often not 
even disclosed.”

Mohamed Mire 

Mohamed and Tyler 
Hamilton, who work at 
the Amazon distribution 
center in the Twin Cit-
ies suburb of Shakopee, 
said the pace of work at 
the warehouse is hard to 
keep up with and leads 
to injuries. Mohamed 
described Amazon work-
ers as “blood donors.”

Hamilton, who has 
been an employee at 
the warehouse for more 
than four years, said 
work pace expecta-
tions are often unclear. 
He said that encourag-
es employees to work 
at unsafe paces to  

keep ahead.
“Systematically, peo-

ple are not set up for 
success,” Hamilton said. 
“If you go in a ware-
house it looks so clean, it 
looks so nice compared 
to other warehouses. 
And yet the injury rate 
tells a completely dif-
ferent story.”

During floor debate 
on the bill Monday 
afternoon, Republicans 
questioned the need for 
a bill when the state 
already has workplace 
safety standards. They 
also criticized the bill 
for appearing to have a 
narrow focus on Ama-
zon.

Rep. Tony Jurgens, 
R-Cottage Grove, said 
he agreed Amazon needs 
to improve its condi-
tions but wasn’t sure 
if Greenman’s propos-
al was the best way to 
address concerns. He 
ultimately voted in favor 
of the bill.

The House passed the 
bill 72-60 on mostly 
partisan lines.

Follow Alex Derosier on  
Twitter @xanderosier or email 
aderosier@forumcomm.com.
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Hiring in Detroit Lakes!

LOVE YOUR CAREER!

Its EASY to apply:  
Apply online at divinehouse.org 

or email a resume to  
darcy.jahnke@divinehouse.org

or call (218) 847-9678.

Part-time & 
full-time!

apply:

Love the 

g inin D DeDetrotroitit LakLakes!es!

he e tth

HUMAN SERVICE TECHNICIAN
(Caregivers)
PCA | CNA | DSP
$14.00/hour
• Experience working with developmentally 

disabled people or health care experience 
preferred but not required.

• We currently have part-time and full-time 
positions open with a variety of shifts.

218-850-0893 • www.facebook.com/DLlasers  •  renewmedspa.biz

** Hair removal requires a strict schedule for successful removal. Please be able to stick to the 4 
week (face) or 6 week (body) appt times.

There are those who just want one area 
treated and that’s it...
Then there are those who want multiple areas...
this is geared towards you (all are welcome though).
What does this mean?
• UNLIMITED areas for $99/month • 1 year contract required
• Leave a card on file & choose your payment date
Contact me for a consultation

SUBSCRIPTION PLAN
NEW & EXCITING NEWS!!

SERVICES OFFERED Tattoo Removal • Carbon Facials 
Fungus Treatment • Hair Removal

WE MOVED!! - 106 Willow St W.  

218-844-6820 • 25807 Cty Hwy 22 • Detroit Lakes

Every Tuesday is Julie’s home cooked  
Blue Plate lunch special

HAPPY HOUR 4-6PM MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

LENTEN FOOD SPECIALS AND 
HOMEMADE CLAM CHOWDER

TRIVIA/MEAT 
RAFFLE

Wednesday Friday

Stop by our new location at 901 Washington Ave.

ERIC 
LUNDMARK

24413 County Rd 144 Detroit Lakes, MN 56501
218-846-7310

HOURS: Monday-Friday 8-4:30 • Saturday 8-12

Becker County Hazardous 
Waste (HW) program

www.co.becker.mn.us/dept/environmental_services

Households may drop off hazardous waste at the 
Transfer Station during regular business hours.

OPEN 
ALL 

YEAR!

18633 Cty Hwy 14 Callaway, MN 56521 

866-668-3029

Order your Easter Goodies today!

CHEESECAKES & MORE

By Dana Ferguson
The Detroit Lakes Tribune

ST. PAUL — A federal emergen-
cy response team had been acti-
vated to help Minnesota respond 
to reported cases of H5N1 High-
ly Pathogenic Avian Influenza in 
three poultry flocks, Gov. Tim 
Walz announced on Monday, 
March 28.

The illness poses a low risk to 
humans and no cases of influenza 
have been detected in humans in 
the United States, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control.

Walz in a news release said a 
team of United States Depart-

ment of Agriculture emergency 
responders is set to work with 
Minnesota’s Agricultural Incident 
Management Team to quaran-
tine infected flocks in Meeker, 
Mower and Stearns counties and 
work in disease surveillance. The 
team is set to arrive on Wednes-
day, March 30, and spend at least 
three weeks assisting Minnesota 
producers.

“Armed with years of prepara-
tion for this incident, our state’s 
Agricultural Incident Manage-
ment Team is working quickly and 
decisively to respond to the cases 
of H5N1 in Minnesota,” Walz said. 

“Within hours of the first con-
firmed cases, our Board of Animal 
Health requested emergency sup-
port from the USDA. These fed-
eral partners will bring targeted 
expertise to contain this virus and 
ensure that our state’s poultry 
industry remains the strongest in 
the nation.”

Minnesota is the top tur-
key-producing state in the coun-
try and boasts more than 660 
turkey farms that raise 40 million 
birds annually.

Follow Dana Ferguson on Twitter  
@bydanaferguson, call 651-290-0707 or  

email dferguson@forumcomm.com.

USDA to aid Minnesota poultry 
producers following H5N1 cases

Property values in Otter Tail County rise
Property owners 
can expect to see 
15-30% increase

House DFL takes aim at Amazon in 
promoting warehouse safety bill

Alex Derosier / Forum News Service
Mohamed Mire Mohamed describes his experiences 
as an Amazon distribution center employee, during a 
news conference Monday at the Minnesota Capitol.



“After you make your 
choices, the machine 
will fill in the correct 
ovals on your ballot and 
return your ballot to 
you. You can then place 
the ballot into the ballot 
box,” according to the 
Minnesota Secretary of 
State’s Office.

OmniBallot is not an 
online voting technol-
ogy. It always gener-
ates a paper ballot for 
tabulation, and the 
OmniBallot portal is a 
document storage sys-
tem that stores ballots 
in a federally approved 
cloud, according to the 
company’s website.

The OmniBallot 
cloud (AWS) has been 
FedRAMP approved for 
use by nearly every fed-
eral agency, including 
the FBI, the Depart-
ment of Human Services 
and the Department of 
Defense. Every voter has 
the option to print and 
mail their ballot.

The Federal Risk and 
Authorization Man-
agement Program 
(FedRAMP) is a gov-
ernment-wide program 
that provides a stan-
dardized approach to 

security assessment, 
authorization, and con-
tinuous monitoring for 
cloud products and ser-
vices.

Like the existing 
AutoMARK machines, 
the new OmniBallot 
tablets will be used in 
precincts across Becker 
County, as well as at the 
courthouse. Seventeen 
precincts have gone to 
all-mail voting, and all 
those that haven’t will 
receive the new equip-
ment, Hendrickson said.

Voters in those 17 
mail-in precincts can 
still vote in person at the 
courthouse, where the 
new OmniBallot tablets 
will also be available if 
needed.

“None of our (vote 
counting) equipment 
can be put online, it 
doesn’t even have the 
capability of being put 
online, absolutely not,” 
Hendrickson said in 
answer to a question 
from Commissioner Ben 
Grimsley at the March 
15 County Board meet-
ing.

Hendrickson looked 
across the room to 
the county’s informa-
tion technology direc-
tor, Stacie White, for 
affirmation, and White 
agreed.

“None of our 

(vote-counting) equip-
ment ever touches the 
Internet,” Hendrickson 
added. The only time 
the Internet is ever 
involved, she added, is 
when the county sends 
election results to the 
Minnesota Secretary of 
State’s Office, and there 
are paper ballots to back 
up every vote, for audit-
ing purposes.

That’s a lot more than 
some states can say: 
Louisiana, for instance, 
uses only electronic 
voting machines with 
no paper ballot backup 
at all.

Other states, includ-
ing Indiana, Kansas, 
Kentucky, Mississippi, 
New Jersey, Tennessee 
and Texas, use hand-
marked paper ballots, 
but also use electron-
ic voting machines that 
have no paper ballot 
backup, according to 
the online elections site 
Ballotpedia, based on 
voting equipment used 
in the 2020 general 
election.

“The conspiracy the-
ory is that something 
in the machines is con-
nected online and the 
results get changed,” 
said Commissioner 
Barry Nelson. “That’s 
not an unreasonable 
thing to be concerned 

about — even doorbells 
are online these days.”

M i n n e s o t a ’ s 
paper-ballot sys-
tem is considered the 
gold standard for elec-
tion security, since the 
ballots can easily be 
tracked, recounted and 
audited — something 
that can be a concern in 
those states that don’t 
have paper ballots or 
paper backups, Minne-
sota Secretary of State 
Steve Simon said in an 
earlier story.

The paper ballot “is 
a comfort,” Grimsley 
said. But making sure 
new election equipment 
is completely secure 
“should be a concern 
moving forward,” he 
added.

The bulk of the 
$142,500 total cost is 
for the 30 OmniBal-
lot tablets, which cost 
$115,350.

Another $6,750 
will go for hard-sid-
ed, stackable transport 
cases. Since all election 
equipment is kept in 
a secure room in the 
courthouse when not in 
use, it must be trans-
ported to and from the 

polling places for each 
election. And another 
$6,750 will pay for the 
software license fees. 
The rest of the cost is 
for printer toner, thumb 
drives, recycling the old 
AutoMARK equipment, 
training, shipping, and 
similar things.

OmniBallot is one of 
four ballot-marking 
devices in use in Min-
nesota, and is now used 
in Cass, Hubbard, Todd, 
Douglas, Blue Earth, 
Isanti, Itasca, Jackson, 
Lac qui Parle, Lake of 
the Woods, Meeker, 
Pipestone, Polk, Rock, 
Roseau, Swift, Wase-
ca and Wilkin coun-
ties, according to the 
Minnesota Secretary of  
State’s Office.

 DL-ONLINE.COM  DETROIT LAKES TRIBUNE   |   WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30, 2022   |   NEWS    |   A7

Call Diann Drew, Publisher, to learn more!  

320-763-3133 or email ddrew@echopress.com.

Or to apply forumcomm.com/careers/

• Partner with local 

businesses to help them 

reach their goals with 

marketing plans and media 

solutions

• Great earnings potential that 

rewards your hard work

• Generous PTO and Benefits

•  We provide sales training in a 

team environment

• Sales experience preferred

Join our team
BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT 
STRATEGIST

Savings off Signature, Gourmet Delite®, Stuffed, Create 
Your Own pizza at regular menu price

FAMILY SIZE
$3OFF

$2OFF

CHOOSE YOUR SIZE
AND SAVE

$1OFF
MEDIUMLARGE

LS
M-

02

MEDIUM

847-7200

IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY. EXPIRES 4/30/22. Valid at 
participating locations. Not valid with other offers. Cannot 
be sold, transferred or duplicated. Limit 3. 1587-LSM012918

BALLOTS
From Page A1

Fineday formerly ran 
Pat’s Martial Arts Tae 
Kwon Do School and 
was a longtime martial 
arts instructor in the 
Becker County area.

He is currently being 
held at the Becker 
County Jail in lieu of 
$100,000 cash bail. If 
convicted, he faces up 
to 30 years in prison.

CHARGED
From Page A1

getONline

www.dl-online.com

Congressional art competition 
open to grades 9-12

High school students across the 
country are invited to participate in 
the annual Congressional Art Chal-
lenge.

Each U.S. representative chooses a 
winner in their district, and winning 
submissions will be displayed for one 
year in a tunnel to the U.S. Capitol, 
where it will be viewed by thousands 
of visitors, tourists, and members of 
Congress.

The competition is open to all pub-
lic, private, charter, and home school 
students grades 9-12.

Students in Douglas County live in 

Congressional District No. 7, which 
covers a wide swath of western Min-
nesota up to the Canadian border, and 
is held by Rep. Michelle Fischbach, 
R-Minnesota. The deadline for sub-
mission is 5 p.m. Monday, May 2.

Students are invited to submit 
two-dimensional artwork that mea-
sures no larger than 26 inches high, 
26 inches wide, and four inches deep 
when framed, and weighs no more 
than 15 pounds.

Submissions should be e-mailed 
to ArtCompetitionMN07@mail.house.
gov.

For more guidelines, visit Fish-
bach’s website.

Alexandria Echo Press

BRIEF

jobshq.com

Start your career here.






























