
Bluffton and Staples 
host town celebrations 
this weekend.
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Wadena Rotarians Don Niles, left, and Julie Bushinger work to shuck corn with a crowd of other volunteers leading up to the main event,
the 55th annual Wadena Rotary Corn and Chicken Feed on Aug. 11. It’s quite a process shucking more than 300 dozen ears of corn.

Wadena 

It’s been a year of record 
breaking attendance for 
Wadena service clubs and 

the 55th annual Wadena Corn 
& Chicken Feed was no excep-
tion.

The phrase “we’ve never 
done that before,” could 
be heard throughout the 

Burlington Northern Park 
on Thursday, Aug. 11, as the 
Rotary club had to race to 
get more chicken and more 
corn to continue serving a 
hungry crowd. Despite their 
best guess at attendance, the 
crew ran out of chicken at 
about 6:35 p.m. Those coming 
in near the end of the event 
still had plenty of corn and 

other sides to feast from on a 
beautiful sunny day.

Attendance totals are 
still being tallied, but early 
estimates suggest that the 
club served over 2,100 meals 
— the best year on record.

The club of over 40 
members gathered up help 
from other community and 
youth volunteers to make the 

event happen.
If you weren’t among 

the record breaking crowd, 
don’t miss out on the club’s 
feed next year tentatively 
scheduled for Thursday, Aug. 
10, 2023.

All funds raised by the 
Rotary club after expenses go 
right back into community 
needs and youth scholarships.

Michael Johnson
Wadena Pioneer Journal
WADENA — The 

Wadena Area Concert 
Association is present-
ing an exciting event 
that invites both enter-
tainment from the pub-
lic and for the public.

The “Wadena’s Got 
Talent” event is set for 
a 6:30 p.m. start on Fri-
day, Aug. 19, at the beau-
tiful Wadena Memorial 
Auditorium. The public 
is invited to watch local 
entertainers perform. 

It’s a free-will donation 
event. So far, registered 
talent includes singers 
and instrumentalists.

If you’ve got some 
talent, there is still time 
to get involved. Regis-
tration is available at 
Wadena Area Concert 
Association’s Facebook 
page or by contacting 
Matt Greenwaldt at 218-
639-2897.

The talent show is 
made possible from 
a grant from the Five 
Wings Arts Council. It is 

the brainchild of concert 
association member Jan 
Hillesland. Hillesland 
said in an effort to grow 
community interest in 
the concert association, 
she wanted to host a 
talent show that would 
bring together the 
entertainers of the com-
munity into one place.

She explained that 
the idea came after the 
group had time to refo-
cus their energies and 
build back a group of 
volunteers that was 

eager to see the concerts 
continue in Wadena. 
She couldn’t imagine 
not having the concert 
association continue in 
the community after so 
many years of selling 
tickets to the annual 
concerts.

“It’s a wonderful thing 
for Wadena,” Hillesland 
said. “They come here 
and they have supper or 
shop first. It’s wonder-
ful entertainment right 
here in Wadena.”

The concerts are a 
draw to Wadena in some 
of the cooler months of 
the year. A season pass 

not only gets you into
concerts in Wadena, but
in Park Rapids, Alexan-
dria, Fergus Falls, Sauk
Centre or Melrose.

More people recent-
ly joined the efforts of
the association with
renewed energy.

“We’re going strong,”
she said.

Former president of
the association for the
previous 15 years Bon-
nie Kingsley said she’s
hopeful this event and
the concert season will
be filled with those who

Michael Johnson
Wadena Pioneer Journal
WADENA — You may 

call it a circling of the 
wagons, a cry for help 
or an attempt to bring 
change, but the Wade-

na County Commission 
plans to ask other coun-
ties to join them in their 
desire to lower property 
tax rates.

It’s no secret that 
Wadena County is in the 
top three for highest 
property tax rates in the 
state. A higher tax rate 
means property owners 
are taxed more on their 
property than someone 
in a different county with 

the same or similar prop-
erty value. Wadena Coun-
ty has a higher tax rate 
in order to cover costs 
of basic government ser-
vices due to a smaller tax 
capacity.

Wadena County Com-
missioners know it and 
bring it up at almost 
every meeting, especially 
during their once a month 

Community shows up to 
support Wadena Rotary 
Corn & Chicken Feed

‘Wadena’s Got Talent’ show is coming

Commissioners ‘stir the pot’

Variety event takes the stage on Friday

Wadena county 
wants more 
counties to join 
fight to lower taxes

TALENT: Page A8

COUNTY: Page A8

Editor’s note: Those 
who filed on Tuesday may 
not make it in this week’s 
print version due to this 
newspaper’s deadline. 
Final filings will be 
reported in the next issue.

WADENA — The 
filing period for cit-
ies and school districts 
without a primary 
election and for town-
ships with November 
elections ran through 
5 p.m. Aug. 16.

Open seats and 
those who’ve filed as 
of Tuesday, Aug. 16, at 
noon, in our reader-
ship, according to the 
Minnesota Secretary of 
State website, include:

City
Wadena County
Wadena City Coun-

cil - Two city council 
members (Bruce Usel-
man and Mark Lunde) 
and the mayor (George 
Deiss) are up for elec-
tion.

Dan Sartell and 
Mark Lunde filed for 
council seats along 
with George Deiss for 
mayor. Uselman indi-
cated he is not running 
for reelection.

Verndale City Coun-
cil- Two city council 
members (Ardith Carr 
and Jim Runyan) and 

ELECTION: Page A7

Candidate 
filing 
period 
closes





PERHAM — Summer 
Hammond has been 

n a m e d 
the new 
execut ive 
d i r e c t o r 
of Unit-
ed Way of 
Otter Tail 
and Wade-
na Coun-
ties.

Hammond has most 
recently served as the 
Perham and Wade-
na area coordinator 
for United Way and 
will assume the exec-
utive director role on 
Sept. 1. She takes the 
place of Jacklin Steege, 
who resigned from the 
position, according to 
a news release from 
United Way.

Hammond will work 
from the Fergus Falls 
office two days per 
week and will also have 
office time in Perham. 
Meghana Anderson, 
administrative assis-
tant, will continue her 
full-time work in the 
Fergus Falls office, 
according to the press 
release.

Hammond is a 
Barnesville High School 
graduate and earned 
her associate degree in 
administration at Min-
nesota State University 
Moorhead. Her previ-
ous work experience 
in nonprofit organi-
zations includes Home 
Builders Association of 
Fargo-Moorhead, San-
ford Health Foundation 
and North Dakota State 
University Foundation. 
She joined the United 
Way of Otter Tail and 
Wadena Counties team 
in September 2020.

She and her husband 

Eric and their two chil-
dren, Heath and Bai-
ley, reside in New York 
Mills.

“Summer‘s passion 
for people and for the 
services provided by 
the United Way will 
help grow the United 
Way’s impact through-
out our two counties,“ 
according to UWOTW 
Board President Caro-
lyn Glesne.

The fall fundraising 
campaign is the imme-
diate focus for both 
the staff and UWOTW 
Board of Directors.

The news release 
asked for support for 
the fall fundraising 
campaign. Gifts will 
assure that UWOTW 
continues to meet 
needs and make a dif-
ference in people’s 
lives throughout the 
two-county area.

The organization’s 
focus on education, 
health and financial 
stability helps them 
assist thousands of 
county residents from 
preschool age to senior 
citizens, according to 
the press release.

United Way of Otter 
Tail and Wadena coun-
ties is served by an 
18-member Board of 
Directors who repre-
sent all areas of the two 
counties.

To learn more about 
UWOTW or to become 
a volunteer, visit Unit-
ed Way of Otter Tail 
and Wadena Counties 
on their website at 
uwotw.org, or call the 
office at 1-877-457-
2185 or 218-736-5147. 
The Otter Tail County 
office is located at 120 
E. Washington Ave. in 
Fergus Falls.
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For more information contact Jody Hanson at 320-760-0189 or to apply visit 
www.forumcomm.com/careers please include a cover letter, resume and references.

Our current opening is for a Multimedia Sales 

Consultant with the Detroit Lakes Tribune and 

Perham Focus. 

• Generous commission structure with a guaranteed 

salary for first three months.

• Selling marketing solutions that include print and 

digital products to help businesses reach their 

goals.

• Develop a strong understanding of all products and 

how they provide value to businesses.

To excel in this role, the following abilities are 
essential:

• Ability to work in a fast-paced environment

• Customer-focused approach to sales and service

• Excellent communication and technological skills

• Must have reliable transportation and a valid 

driver’s license with a driving record that is 

insurable by the company

This position includes a healthy benefit package 

including PTO, paid holidays, medical, and 401k. 

Our staff is committed and active in the community.

Would you enjoy helping businesses 
promote and support the wonderful 
community they live and work in? 

Join our team
MULTIMEDIA 
SALES 
CONSULTANT

Thank you for supporting local news!

Looking for ways to save this summer? Use your subscriber perks for deals & 
discounts on travel, restaurants & summer fun! 

Get out & enjoy the sunshine for less! 

Visit www.wadenapj.com/account/
, be sure to log in to your account, 

scroll down & select “Take me to the deals 
page” button at the bottom of the page to 
see your perks.

• Perfect Condition - no wear on 
interior

• Always stored in heated garage 
during winter

• Queen bed & loveseat slide outs

      
$89,000

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 
320-760-0189

2016 WINNEBAGO 
VIEW MERCEDES BENZ 

SPRINTER 24G

Ready for Weekend Getaway 
or Dream Road Trip

ONLY 
25,000 MILES

For more information contact Diann Drew at 320-763-1214 or email ddrew@echopress.com.  
To apply visit www.forumcomm.com/careers please include a cover letter, resume and references.

Our current opening is for a Multimedia Sales Consultant with the Alexandria 
Echo Press. 

• Generous commission structure with a guaranteed salary for first three months.

• Selling marketing solutions that include print and digital products to help 
businesses reach their goals.

• Develop a strong understanding of all products and how they provide value to 
businesses.

To excel in this role, the following abilities are essential:
• Ability to work in a fast-paced environment

• Customer-focused approach to sales and service

• Excellent communication and technological skills

• Must have reliable transportation and a valid driver’s license with a driving record that is insurable by the company

This position includes a healthy benefit package including PTO, 
paid holidays, medical, and 401k. Our staff is committed and 
active in the community.

Would you enjoy helping businesses promote and 
support the wonderful community they live and 
work in? 

Join our team
MULTIMEDIA SALES 
CONSULTANT

Michael Johnson
Wadena Pioneer Journal
WADENA — Wadena 

County Human Services 
D i r e c t o r 
J e n n i f e r 
W e s t r u m 
made it 
clear it’s 
time to act 
to address 
the mental 
health cri-
sis taking 

place in Wadena Coun-
ty and abroad when 
talking with the Wadena 
County Board on Tues-
day Aug. 9.

“When I arrived in 
this position, I was 
struck by the lack of 
mental health resourc-
es in Wadena County.” 
Westrum said “As a 
psychologist I am very 
concerned about the 
lack of resources for our 
county in general.”

Her concerns led her 
to take part in collabo-
rative gatherings with 
leaders across Region 5. 
This particular cooper-
ative includes Source-
well, Crow Wing, Morri-
son, Todd counties and 
The Region 5+ Adult 
Mental Health Initia-
tive. The direction that 
this group is headed 
involves hiring a mental 
health coordinator that 
would take a broad look 
at services and come up 
with a plan of action for 
this region.

“What we found is 
not only are we lacking 
mental health resources 
in the region, but we 
as a county are lacking 
significant resources for 

our citizens,” Westrum 
said. She said some 
needs include local 
mental health centers, 
substance use disorder 
treatment or services 
for children. “We do not 
have specialized ser-
vices for the most part 
that focus just on chil-
dren.”

Regional directors 
have met for months 
and collaborated with 
Sourcewell to have a 
strategic approach to 
mental health needs. 
The mental health coor-
dinator would lead this 
effort across the entire 
region.

“This coordinator will 
work with human ser-
vices, with local hospi-
tals, law enforcement, 
our school districts, 
county attorney offices 
in all five of the coun-
ties,” Westrum said. 
“And we will look at 
where we have resourc-
es and where we don’t 
and try to build on it.”

The conversation on 
mental health needs led 
commissioners to talk 
further about needs such 
as mental health hospi-
tal beds in the area to 

avoid putting those in 
mental health crisis in 
the emergency room 
or, worse, in jail. The 
amount of available beds 
has shrunk and there 
is little indication from 
the state that more are 
on the way. It brought 
up the idea that perhaps 
when the new hospi-
tal is in use in Wadena 
(spring 2023), the old 
Tri-County Health Care 
buildings could serve a 
need for the mentally 
ill. One thing was clear, 
commissioners agreed 
that this was an issue in 
need of action.

Westrum is hope-
ful that after the two 
year period, the posi-
tion would not be need-
ed, rather current staff 
would have the tools 
and steps to make posi-
tive change.

The hope is that the 
change seen would be 
getting ahead of the 
curve. Rather than get-
ting to a point where 
those in need end up 
in the emergency room, 
services would be made 
available to them well 
in advance. In this way, 
the emergency rooms 

would be left for those 
not dealing with mental 
crises. This is a signifi-
cant issue in area hos-
pitals at this time.

Related to this, 
Westrum shared that 
they have a mobile 
crisis team, but rath-
er than going to homes 
or the jail to help, they 
are often going to the 
emergency department. 
The goal is to get to 
people before they reach 
an emergency situation.

“We have to change 
the way we do things,” 
Westrum said.

Westrum explained 
that the group of col-
laborators have pulled 
the trigger and posted 
for this position. They 
would be an employee 
of Sourcewell, working 
for and with the coun-
ties and will begin in 
late 2022 or early 2023. 
Wadena County’s 2023 
contribution was cov-
ered through the funds 
directly provided by 
AMHI funds. This posi-
tion is expected to be in 
place for a minimum of 
two years.

At this time, funding 
is coming in from those 
benefiting from the ser-
vices including Crow 
Wing, Morrison, Todd 
and Region 5/AMHI.

At their Aug. 16 regu-
lar meeting, the coun-
ty board approved the 
$35,000 expense for the 
year 2024. It will come 
out of the MCIT divi-
dend fund.

Westrum

Hammond

Region looks to improve 
mental health services 
with help of coordinator

Hammond named new 
United Way executive 
director in Otter Tail 
and Wadena counties

“What we found is not only are  
we lacking mental health 

resources in the region, but we 

resources for our citizens.”

JENNIFER WESTRUM,  

WADENA COUNTY HUMAN SERVICES 

DIRECTOR



Wadena Police 
Department

July 11
9:24 p.m.: Received a report 

of vandalism at the Wadena 
School 512 Building.

July 13
9:57 a.m.: Received a report 

that about a dozen cats were 
not being fed at a residence on 
the 500 block of Ash Avenue.

July 14
-

port of a theft from a residence 
on the 1000 block of King Ave-
nue Southwest.

report of a burglary at a res-
idence on the 1000 block of 
King Avenue Southwest.

July 16

for slashing a neighbor’s win-
dow screen with a screwdriver 
on the 10000 block of Highway 
10.

July 17

that someone had thrown ani-
mal feces on a door at a resi-
dence on the 500 block of Ash 
Avenue Northwest. A female 
was cited for disorderly con-
duct.

July 21
1:04 p.m.: Received a report 

of three teenagers swearing 

church attendees at Second 
Street Southeast and Franklin. 

teenagers, who admitted to 
swearing and acting disorderly. 

show respect and further com-
plaint could lead to charges of 
disorderly conduct or possibly 
arrest. The teens believed they 
were free to speak how they 
liked because of freedom of 

public was disorderly conduct, 
which can be an arrestable 

understood and would be more 
respectful.

July 22
-

imal complaint of a baby pea-
cock in a deer pen on the 200 
block of Harry Rich Drive.

July 23
9:57 a.m.: Received a re-

port that two vehicle tires were 
slashed on the 200 block of 

July 24

of two bicycles stolen from a 
residence on the 200 block of 
Second Street Northwest.

July 26

complaint of a rooster making 

noise early in the mornings near 
Sixth and Madison avenues. 

roosters in the city.

July 27
5:19 p.m.: Received a report 

of the theft of a fuel tank and
hoses from a boat on the 200 
block of Third Street Southeast.

July 29
4:14 p.m.: Received a report

that a man came into a restau-
rant and screamed at the em-
ployees. The man also keeps 
calling in orders and hanging 
up. He also called a manager 
and made derogatory com-
ments. The man was cited for
disorderly conduct.

Aug. 2

that a 4-year-old got out of the 
house and was last seen 10 

-
trolled the area and found the 
child playing on a trampoline. 
The child was reunited with the
mother.
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OVER OR IN? A 
HEADPHONE 

CONUNDRUM
Once used primarily by teenagers 

and musicians, headphones are now 
owned by almost anyone who has a 
smartphone. Coupled with streaming 
music services, this means more 
people are listening to music with 
headphones than ever before. Both 
over and in the ear (earbud) models 
provide great sound, but which one 
is better for your hearing health? Over 
the ear headphones are the better 
choice for avoiding noise-related 
hearing loss. Not only do they keep 
the sound further away from the 
eardrums, they are less likely to cause 
physical damage to the ear and are far 
better at providing noise-canceling 
functions. This means you can keep 

sound quality.
Hearing loss due to headphone 

use is typically gradual, cumulative 
and without obvious warning 
signs. A hearing test and a medical 
examination are the only way to truly 
diagnose hearing damage. You can’t 
reverse hearing loss but a Board-

can apply the appropriate care and 

improve the quality of sounds you 
hear. We have employed a trustworthy 

high-quality audiology services. 

advanced evaluation equipment, and a 
large product selection. You can reach 
us at 1-800-631-4946. JEFFERSON 
HEARING provides this information 
as a public service. If we become aware 
of any unusual condition during a 
hearing consultation that warrants 
additional professional attention, we 
can provide an expert referral.

P.S. Not only can earbuds damage 
eardrums with volume, they can also 
push ear wax deeper into the ears, 
creating blockages.
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OBITUARY DEATHS

Publish life moments 
with Modulist.news 
Modulist helps newspapers, 
businesses, and individuals 
by providing a simple solution 
that handles the heavy lifting in 
publishing stories around life’s 
meaningful moments.
CHOOSE YOUR LISTING TYPE

Start by naming 
your listing, and 
then select your 
category (birthday, 
engagement and 

wedding announcement, obituary, 
job posting, and more).

CHOOSE THE PUBLICATIONS
Select the 
publications in which 
you’d like to publish 
your listing, choosing 
as many (or as few) 

as you’d like.

CHOOSE THE LISTING DATES
With the publications 
selected, choose 
the dates you’d 
like your listing 
to be published, 

setting your time frames for each 
individual publication.

DESIGN YOUR LISTING
Finally, create your 

layout that best fits 
your needs and 
begin uploading your 

images and text.

Property transfers
-

sor Trustee of Hockert Fam-
ily Revocable Living Trust, 
hereby conveys to Lachness 

11, Block 5, Town of Wadena, 
aka Original Townsite of Wade-
na, Except E 75’ thereof.

-

Representative of the Estate of 

to Daniel Lee and Derek Lee, as 
jt ten, N1/2 NW1/4, Section 27, 

-

1, Valley View Neighborhood.

Kathleen Nardello, married to 
each other and James J. Nar-
dello, single person, hereby 

Kaleb Shawn Stride, as jt ten, 
E 50’ of S 75’ of Lot 5, Block 5, 

the Townsite of Wadena, togeth-
er with the right to lay and main-
tain both sewer and water pipes 
along the S edge of the W part 
of said Lot 4 to connect with the 
mains in Second Street NW.

L. Wood, W 70’ of Lot 7 and W 

Addition to Wadena.
-

orah A. Korvela, married to one 

-

Lots to Menahga.
-
-

vey to Scott T. Rice, an undiv 

-

N 00° 15 min 20 sec W, along 
-

min 10 sec E 210.05’ to a point 

of circle of said curve bears N 

00 min to the point of beginning 

thence Stly on previously de-

thence SEtly along a tangential 
curve concave to the S, radius 

an intersection of a line bearing 

less, to the point of beginning 
and containing 6.7 acres, more 

-
cel No. 9 of River Forest Acres 
Survey).

Darlene M. Matthes, married to 
each other, hereby convey to 
Medley S. Shamp and Adam M. 
Shamp, as jt ten, Lot 15, Block 2 
in Folkestad’s Third Addition to 
the Village of Wadena.

-
-

vey to Wayne A. Krell, NW1/4 
NE1/4 and NE1/4 NE1/4 of Sec-

Marriage licenses

Franki, Ottertail, MN

and Morgan Lee Lugert, both of 
Wadena.

-
-

pher, Detroit Lakes, MN.

and Sarah Nichole Flagor, both 
of Bertha.

both of Menahga.

WADENA — A tractor 
was destroyed and its 
owner received minor 
burns in a fire Saturday, 
Aug. 13.

The fire was reported 
to the Wadena County 
Sheriff’s Office at 4:16 
a.m. It was located in 
Section 22 of Wadena 
Township, southeast of 
Wadena.

The Verndale Fire 
Department arrived on 
scene and quickly extin-
guished the fire. The 

tractor appeared to be 
a total loss. No other 
buildings or equip-
ment were damaged 
by the fire. The cause 
of the fire is unknown, 
according to a Wadena 
County Sheriff’s Office 
news release.

The owner of the trac-
tor had small burns to 
his hand due to unhook-
ing a chopper from the 
tractor. He was assessed 
by Verndale Fire on 
scene and cleared.

Tractor destroyed 
in fire Saturday in 
Wadena Township

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Commerce is 
receiving a growing 
number of complaints 
after storms from Min-
nesotans regarding lim-
itations in their home-
owners’ insurance. In 
response, Commerce is 
issuing a consumer alert 
asking Minnesotans 
to review their current 
insurance policies and 
talk to their insurance 
agent to review their wind 
and hail damage coverage 
for any recent changes 
or modifications that may 
take effect at their next 
renewal.

Commerce also encour-
ages Minnesotans to 
understand how much 
repairs may cost out of 
pocket and how to select 
a reputable, licensed con-
tractor to do repair work 
on their home.

“We want to make sure 
Minnesota homeown-
ers are aware of possible 
changes to their home-
owners’ insurance cov-
erage and not be sur-
prised after they submit 
a claim,” said Commerce 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Insurance Julia Dreier. 
“In the past, homeown-
ers’ insurance may have 
covered all of a policy-

holder’s costs to replace 
a roof or siding for even 
modest hail or wind dam-
age, but that may have 
changed.”

Commerce has record-
ed a nearly 20 percent 
increase in homeown-
ers insurance complaints 
since 2020. Many of those 
complaints are from 
homeowners concerned 
about coverage deni-
als or unexpectedly high 
out-of-pocket costs after 
damage from wind or 
hailstorms. Some insur-
ance carriers are now 
using policy language 
that eliminates coverage 
for wind and hail dam-
age except when siding or 
shingles are punctured or 
torn and no longer serve 
as an effective water bar-
rier.

Some insurance poli-
cies also now include a 
separate, higher deduct-
ible for hail and wind 
damage. For example, 
a homeowner might be 
required to pay a flat 
rate or 1 percent or more 
of the home’s replace-
ment value before cover-
age kicks in. While such 
storm-specific deduct-
ibles are sometimes pro-
moted as a way to save 
money on premiums, 
homeowners should 

evaluate those poten-
tial savings against the 
amount they may have 
to pay in repairs should 
their house be damaged 
in a storm.

“We advise homeown-
ers to consider the math,” 
Dreier said. “One per-
cent may sound afford-
able, but it could easily 
wind up being a signifi-
cant expense and lead to 
sticker shock given the 
value of a typical home in 
Minnesota.”

Commerce and other 
insurance departments 
around the country are 
also seeing increases in 
complaints filed by per-
sons who are not the 
insured. As more third 
parties become involved 
in insurance claims, 
Commerce recommends 
that homeowners famil-
iarize themselves with 
how claims are submit-
ted and how to find a 
reputable, licensed con-
tractor to repair damage 
after storms. The Minne-
sota Department of Labor 
and Industry has help-
ful tips for hiring a con-
tractor for storm repairs 
and avoiding contractors 
who are not licensed to 
do business in the state 
or who use high-pressure 
or deceptive sales tactics.

State law does not 
address policy exclusions 
for cosmetic damage 
from hail or wind. Chang-
es to premium charges 
and coverage amounts 
or exclusions often occur 
at renewal. Commerce 
advises Minnesotans 
to study their own pol-
icies for changes since 
their last review and to 
ask their agent or insur-
er about policy coverage, 
exclusions, deductibles, 
and options. Standard 
homeowners policies do 
not cover flood damage, 
an increasing problem 
even in areas that are not 
within designated flood-
plains. More information 
about flood insurance 
options is available from 
FEMA at floodsmart.gov.

Similar trends in insur-
ance have emerged across 
the country and are driven 
by increases in extreme 
weather and property 
damage due to a chang-
ing climate. According 
to the National Weath-
er Service, Minnesota in 
2020 recorded 147 storms 
with large hail, seventh 
nationwide for that year. 
In May of this year, Min-
nesota led the nation in 
severe weather with 568 
events, according to the 
National Weather Service.

Think your home is covered for wind 
and hail damage? Better check again
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YOUR LETTERS AND OTHER VIEWS POLICY
The Pioneer Journal encourages letters to the editor as a critical piece of 
community dialogue. Letters are limited to 300 words or less and must be 
the original work of the author. Letter writers are limited to one published 
submission every 30 days.
With rare exception, the Pioneer Journal does not publish letters that are 
anonymous, libelous or personal attacks on private individuals; consumer 
complaint letters; thank you letters; or letters generated by political or 
special interest campaigns.
Other View columns of 600 words or less will be considered. These letters 
should have unique insight and demonstrate greater knowledge of the 
subject matter than letters.

Only your name and hometown will be printed with your letter. We reserve 
the right to edit for length or refuse letters. For questions, call 218-631-
2561. Drop off or mail your letters to Wadena Pioneer Journal, 320 
Jefferson Street South, Wadena, MN 56482 or email letters to editorial@
wadenapj.com.

PAID POLITICAL LETTER POLICY
The Pioneer Journal is publishing paid political letters to the editor on 
Opinion.
The rate is 10 cents per word, with a 200-word limit. Those 200 words are 
the body of the letter, not the signature.
Paid political letters must be submitted online through the website 
modulist.news.
Any election-related letters that advocate for or against a candidate, ballot 
measure or political party will be considered paid advertising as a political 
letter.
Here are a few other things that are important to know:

Payment for political letters must be made in advance. 

Writers are limited to one letter publication per 30 days, paid or not.

All letters must include the writer’s name, address and phone number 

Paid political letters will be published on the Opinion page as space 

allows. They will be noted as “paid” on the page.
Regular letters to the editor have a higher word limit, and there is no charge 
for their publication.

LOCAL OFFICIALS
WADENA CITY 
 COUNCIL 
Mayor George Deiss  

 
gdeiss@wadena.org  

Mark Lunde 
 

mlunde@wadena.org 

Bruce Uselman  
 

buselman@wadena.org 

Wade Miller 
 

wmiller@wadena.org

Jessie Gibbs 
 

jgibbs@wadena.org

WADENA COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS 
Dist. 1: Sheldon Monson  

Dist. 2: Mike Weyer 

Dist. 3: Bill Stearns  

Dist. 4: Murlyn Kreklau 

Dist. 5: Jon Kangas  

WDC SCHOOL  
BOARD 
Melissa 
Seelhammer 

Kent Schmidt  

Ryan Damlo 

Peter Hayes 

Barb Tumberg 

Dan Lawson 

STATE OFFICIALS
STATE CAPITOL 
For legislative info, go to www.leg.mn

Sen. Paul Gazelka -  Dist. 9   

Minnesota Senate Bldg,  
Room 3113 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Sen. Bill Ingebrigtsen, Dist. 8

Minnesota Senate Bldg,  

St. Paul, MN 55155 

sen.bill.ingebrigtsen@senate.mn   
Rep. John Poston Dist. 9A

St. Paul, MN 55155 

Rep. Mary Franson, Dist. 8B

St. Paul, MN 55155 

rep.mary.franson@house.mn  

CONGRESS 
Sen. Amy Klobuchar
425 Dirksen Senate Building
Washington, DC 20510
Phone: 202-224-3244
klobuchar.senate.gov
Sen. Tina Smith

Washington, DC 20510

smith.senate.gov
Rep. Pete Stauber
126 Cannon HOB
Washington, DC 20515

stauber.house.gov
Congresswoman Michelle 
Fischbach, Dist. 7
2513 8th Street S
Moorhead, MN  56560

Bikes are not 
above the law

Question: I really enjoy seeing these on 
Facebook and I am hoping you can shed some 
light on bike laws. I work and live around 

Glendalough State Park where there 
are quite a few walking/biking 
paths. I have seen and been verbally 
accosted by those whom do not seem 
to “see” the stop and yield signs 
on such paths. Riders have blown 
through them and not given the 
right of way to the vehicle already in 
motion. Can you please explain the 
bike path signs to those who may 
not understand? Thank you for your 
time and continued service to our 
communities.

Answer: Thank you for the question. 
Sharing the road is always an important topic.

Does a bicyclist have to obey the same traffic 
laws as a motorist? Yes, Minnesota Statute 
169.222 states: “Every person operating a bicycle 
shall have all of the rights and duties applicable 
to the driver of any other vehicle by this chapter, 
except in respect to those provisions in this 
chapter relating expressly to bicycles and in 
respect to those provisions of this chapter which 
by their nature cannot reasonably be applied to 
bicycles.” This includes stop signs, stop lights, 
yield signs, etc.

Does a bicyclist have to dismount and walk their 
bike through a crosswalk? No, a bicyclist using a 
crosswalk does not have to dismount to cross the 
intersection, but in some cases this may be the 
safest option.

A person lawfully operating a bicycle on a 
sidewalk, across a roadway or shoulder while 
using a crosswalk, has all of the rights and 
duties applicable to a pedestrian under the same 
circumstances. That includes not entering a 
crosswalk if a vehicle is approaching and it is 
impossible for the vehicle to stop.

If you have any questions concerning traffic 
related laws or issues in Minnesota, send your 
questions to Trooper Jesse Grabow – Minnesota 
State Patrol at 1000 Highway 10 West, Detroit 
Lakes, MN 56501-2205. (You can follow him on 
Twitter @MSPPIO_NW or reach him at, jesse.
grabow@state.mn.us).

GUEST EDITORIAL

SGT. JESSE
GRABOW

Ask a 
Trooper

Stow the screens, get moving instead
Parents: Don’t let the lazy days 

of summer turn your children 
into couch potatoes.

Find some interesting activities 
that get them moving – indoors 
and outdoors.

In its “Talking with the U of 
M” newsletter, the University 
of Minnesota focused on the 
importance of engaging young 
children to be more active during 
the summer months.

In a question-and-answer 
interview, Daheia Barr-
Anderson, an associate professor 
in the university’s School 
of Kinesiology, shared her 
expertise:

Q: Why is it important for 
children to remain active in the 
summertime?

Barr-Anderson: Regardless 
of the season, it is important 
for children to be physically 
active for the myriad physical, 
emotional, mental and 
psychological benefits that result 
from moving your body on a 
regular basis. However, in the 
summer when children may 
have less structured activities 
scheduled, it is imperative 
for parents to keep their 
children moving – whether 
with structured activities such 
as sports and sports camps or 
unstructured activities such as 
dedicated time at the local park 
or community pool. During the 
long days of summer – filled 
with sunshine but no seven-hour 
school day – some children may 
have lots of unstructured time 
that can easily be filled with 
sedentary screen time. Parents 

must be extra intentional to 
provide opportunities for their 
children to be active for at least 
an hour each day.

Q: How much daily activity is 
recommended for children?

Barr-Anderson: For children 
aged 3-5 years, the National 
Physical Activity Guidelines 
recommend preschoolers to 
move their bodies in structured 
and unstructured active play at 
all intensities (light, moderate 
and vigorous) for at least 
three hours per day. For this 
population, almost any and all 
movement counts towards the 
minimum recommendation. 
Guidelines for older children 
aged 6-17 are more specific. The 
goal is at least 60 minutes per 
day of moderate-to-vigorous 
physical activity with most of 
that 60 minutes spent doing 
aerobic activities and on at least 
three of those days, it should 
include muscle- and bone-
strengthening activities, such as 
running, jumping and skipping. 
Regardless of the age, it is 
imperative for children to engage 
in a variety of fun and age- and 
developmentally-appropriate 
activities.

Q. What are some good 
summertime activities both 
outdoors and indoors?

Barr-Anderson: Outdoor 
activities include:Playing at 
parks and playgrounds, biking, 
swimming, walking/running/
hiking, structured sports 
(softball, baseball, soccer, 
etc.), tennis, jumping rope, 
yoga (outdoor yoga during the 

summer is simply awesome!) 
and the list goes on. As long as 
you are moving your body in a 
fun and enjoyable manner in the 
sunshine, children are winning!

Children can beat the heat at 
indoor parks and playgrounds. 
Depending on the space available 
at local community centers and 
indoor recreational centers, 
many of the outdoor activities 
listed above can be performed 
indoors – although biking might 
be a little challenging! If indoor 
space is limited to at home, 
physically active video games 
and dancing are viable options.

Q: How can parents and other 
caregivers support their children 
in physical activity?

Barr-Anderson: If it falls within 
the family budget, it can be 
easy for parents to outsource 
their children’s physical activity 
by enrolling them into various 
sports and summer camps and 
have skilled professionals (or 
zealous teenagers) oversee their 
children’s physical activity. 
However, this is not feasible 
for every family, so the most 
important support from parents 
and caregivers will be their sheer 
presence. Grab your children and 
be physically active with them. 
Go for a walk after dinner.

Plenty of outdoor opportunities 
are available throughout Douglas 
County – parks, playgrounds, 
beaches, the Central Lakes Trail, 
scouting, museums, to name just 
a few. Parents and their young 
children should break out of their 
summer slump and explore those 
places together.

Minot, N.D. 

For decades the 
American left has 
relied on the courts 

reading new “rights” 
into the constitution, 
and not voters and 
legislatures making law, 
to deliver the policy 
outcomes they desire.

Then the Supreme 
Court threw a monkey 
wrench into the works. 
They struck down the 
Roe v. Wade precedent, 
noting, correctly, that 
the Constitution is 
neutral on the question 
of abortion, and that if 
Americans want certain 
rights to be in the law, 
then they ought to write 
the law in a way that 
recognizes them.

The left has not 
handled well this new 
edict to use democracy, 
and not judicial fiat, to 
make policy. They’re 
out for retribution on 
the Supreme Court, 
and one of the avenues 
they’re proceeding 
down is term limits.

The Supreme Court 
Tenure Establishment 
and Retirement 
Modernization Act, 
sponsored by Rep. Hank 
Johnson, a Georgia 
Democrat who once 

had to be reassured 
that Guam, the Pacific 
island, wouldn’t capsize 
from overpopulation 
(I’m not joking), would 
see each new president 
appointing two new 
justices to the Supreme 
Court during a four-
year term.

One appointment 
would happen in the 
first year of a term; 
a second in the third 
year. Upon each new 
appointment, the justice 
with the longest tenure 
on the court would be 
moved to senior status, 
where they would still 
have some official 
duties, including filling 
in should a vacancy 
occur on the court.

Johnson argues his 
bill is needed to address 
a “legitimacy crisis.”

The “legitimacy” 
being called in question 
because the lawfully 
appointed justices 
have issued some 

landmark opinions our 
progressive friends 
don’t like so much.

But to the extent 
there is a problem with 
the Supreme Court 
becoming too polarized 
along ideological 
lines, would Johnson’s 
legislation fix the 
problem?

I’m not so sure. 
Would making 
appointments to the 
court an automatically 
granted prize to be won 
in each new presidential 
election make the court 
less partisan? Or more 
partisan? Currently, 
those appointments are 
only a potential prize, 
hinging on whether a 
vacancy on the court 
occurs with a given 
president’s term, but 
most presidents end up 
appointing a couple of 
justices.

Only four presidents 
in history — Jimmy 
Carter, Andrew Johnson, 
Zachary Taylor, and 
William Henry Harrison 
— served in that office 
without making an 
appointment (though 
Harrison was in office 
for just 31 days, and 
Taylor just a little more 

than a year).
Frank Roosevelt 

appointed nine justices, 
though he was elected 
to four terms. Donald 
Trump appointed three 
justices, but his four 
predecessors appointed 
two each.

Not counting 
President Joe Biden’s 
not-yet-completed 
term, in which he’s 
appointed one justice 
so far, we’ve had 45 
presidents in American 
history who have 
appointed a total of 
121 justices for an 
average of almost 2.7 
appointments per 
president.

Remember, 21 of 
those presidents served 
two terms, too.

Johnson’s bill 
would guarantee four 
appointments to a two-
term president.

I’m not against some 
form of term limits for 
the court, but Johnson’s 
legislation would make 
the court even more 
of a “spoil of war” for 
the politicians than it 
already is.

Rob Port is a columnist, news 
reporter and podcast host for 

Forum News Service. Reach him at 
rport@forumcomm.com.

Would term limits for SCOTUS make things better or worse?

ROB
PORT

Say Anything



They say that travel 
is good for the 
soul.

I also say travel is 
good for faith as it 
gives you a greater 
perspective about what 
a fascinating planet on 
which we live.

Thanks to a couple 
of recent work and 
personal trips, within 
10 days, I found myself 
on the Texas shoreline 
of the Gulf of Mexico, 
the Atlantic beach in 
Florida, driving across 
the Nebraska plains and 
finally marrying my 
niece and her spouse 
high in Colorado’s 
Rocky Mountains. 
Each experience gave 
me a much greater 
appreciation of the 
vastness of God’s 
creation here on earth.

Standing with my 
toes in the water of the 
Gulf of Mexico, it was 
impossible to think that 
Florida was some 800 
miles away by boat. And 
a week later, it was even 

more overwhelming to 
try to grasp the size of 
the Atlantic Ocean, while 
standing on Florida’s 
eastern shore.

Then there was the 
trip across the plains to 
the Colorado Rockies. 
As I drove through the 
openness of Nebraska 
and eastern Colorado, 
I was moved by its 
unique beauty. And 
then I reached the 
mountains, and I 
was simultaneously 
overcome with joy 
because of the sheer 
beauty of them and 
seized by fear because 
of their intimidating 
presence.

These amazing 
adventures, so close in 
succession, gave me 
an up close glimpse 

of the Creator’s 
handiwork, while also 
putting my small place 
in the universe into 
perspective.

“For the Lord is a 
great God and a great 
King above all gods. In 
his hand are the depths 
of the earth; the heights 
of the mountains are his 
also. The sea is his, for 
he made it, and the dry 
land, which his hands 
have formed.” (Psalm 
95:3-5)

That’s why travel is 
important: It’s too easy 
to get trapped into our 
daily routines, where 
we believe we are so in 
control of everything, 
and our surroundings 
are reduced to a very 
small world. When 
in reality, these 
unimaginably large 
bodies of water, the 
plains that stretch to the 
horizon and mountains 
that reach the heavens 
remind us that we are 
but a speck in the larger 
cosmos.

Yes, we are each a 
beloved child of God, but 
our human egos easily 
can run amok with 
that little bit of self-
realization. We become 
self-centered, actually 
there is not only a great 
big world, but an entire 
universe out there.

Gaining perspective is 
important. It not only 
educates us, but it can 
also humble us. And that 
is not a bad thing.

When your wheels are 
clinging to the edge of 
a switchback with no 
guardrail, with a semi-
truck bearing down on 
you from the opposite 
direction, 8,000 feet up 
in the mountains, you 
find a healthy dose of 
humility quickly.

And that’s not a bad 
thing for one’s faith.

Devlyn Brooks, who works for 
Modulist, a Forum Communications 
Co.-owned company, is an ordained 
pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church of America. He serves as 
pastor of Faith Lutheran Church in 

Wolverton, Minnesota.  
He can be reached at devlyn.
brooks@forumcomm.com for 

comments and story ideas.
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Assisted Living & 
Memory Care

Studio apartments available

Tami Mench  |  Director
*Elderly Waiver/GRH  |  *Veterans

Apartments 
AvailableJoseph and Meg Schuller - owners

218-631-3632 • 205 4th St. SW • Wadena, MN
www.SchullerFamilyFH.comwww.kar vonenfuneralhome.com

Greg & Suzi Karvonen, Owners 
419 2nd St NE, Wadena

(218)632-4007

Funeral & Cremation Services

For Three Generations

& C SF l

e GenerationsFor Three

ASSEMBLIES OF GOD 
VERNDALE FAMILY LIFE CHURCH, 
VERNDALE
Sunday Worship Service: 10 a.m. 
Wednesday: Supper at 5:45 p.m. and 
program at 6:30 p.m.  
Rev. Amos Self, Rev. Kenneth Kjeldergaard 
and Rev. Tahna Rurup 445-5568
WADENA ASSEMBLY  
OF GOD CHURCH, WADENA
Sunday School for all ages: 9:30 a.m. 
Morning Worship service: 10:30 a.m.  
Bus rides are available. 631-2896
Rev. Mike Maroney; 631-2896

BAPTIST CHURCHES

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, HENNING
Sunday Worship Service: 10 a.m.;  
(218) 583-2161
FIRST MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH, WADENA 
Sunday Worship Service: 11 a.m. 
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship: 5 p.m. 
Wednesday Evening Bible Study 6 p.m. 
Rev. Ed Lewis, 218-632-5019
GRACE CONNECTION 
56303 US Highway 10,  
New York Mills, MN 56567 
Sunday Worship at 9:30 a.m. 
Pastor Jeff Heisler  640-0107 
mygraceconnection.com
SOUTHBROOK BAPTIST CHURCH, WADENA
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Worship 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday: 6 p.m. Kids and Youth Group
Rev. Jake Heppner; 218-639-9990

CATHOLIC CHURCHES

ASSUMPTION OF OUR LADY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH, MENAHGA
Mass: 7:30pm Saturday 
Father Aaron Kuhn  
Phone: 218-445-5786 
Parish Office 218-445-5204 
Email: vbmcatholic@wcta.net 
Web site: marysacc.org & facebook.com/
marysacc
ST. ANN’S CATHOLIC CHURCH,  
WADENA 
Mass Times: 10:00am Sunday (livestream 
via Facebook.com/MarysACC) 
Father Aaron Kuhn; 631-1593

 
ST. EDWARD CATHOLIC CHURCH, HENNING 
Weekday Mass: Fridays 8:30 a.m. 
Holy Hour 9 a.m.-10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Mass: 8:30 a.m.  
Confessions: 30 minutes prior to Mass;  
Rev. LeRoy Schik; 583-2490 

ST. FREDERICK CATHOLIC  
CHURCH, VERNDALE 
Mass: 5:00pm Saturday;  
Father Aaron Kuhn 
Phone: 218-445-5786 
Parish Office 218-445-5204 
Email: vbmcatholic@wcta.net 
Web site:  marysacc.org & facebook.com/
marysacc

ST. HUBERT CATHOLIC CHURCH,  
BLUE GRASS 
Mass: 7:00 p.m. on Saturday 
Father Aaron Kuhn 
Phone: 218-445-5786 
Parish Office 218-445-5204 
Email: vbmcatholic@wcta.net 
Web site: marysacc.org & facebook.com/
marysacc

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST  
CATHOLIC CHURCH, BLUFFTON 
Mass Times: 4:30pm Saturday 
Father Aaron Kuhn; 385-2608 

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC  
CHURCH, BERTHA  
Mass Times: 8:00am Sunday  
Father Aaron Kuhn; 218-924-2144

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC  
CHURCH, CLARISSA  
Sunday 10:30 a.m. 
Fr. Mitchell Bechtold; (218) 756-2205

STS. PETER & PAUL CHAPEL OF THE  
ORTHODOX CATHOLIC CHURCH  
at St. Mark’s Major Seminary, MOTLEY 
Divine Liturgy of the Mass Sundays,  
call for times  (218) 352-6796

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL

BLOWERS CHAPEL
Pastor Jay Tolleson
Bluffton: 42772 Co Hwy 19, 
Sebeka, MN 56477
Sunday Worship Service: 10 a.m. 
837-5923

EPICENTER CHURCH 
Pastor Robert Segovia 
119 SE 1st St, Wadena 
218-631-5986 
Sunday Worship Service: 10 a.m. 
Wed. Children and Student ministries, KNECT 
Kids 7-12 6:30-8:00 
THE OLD COUNTRY CHURCH, SEBEKA
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m. 
Jerry Miller, 837-5690   

CHURCH OF GOD

NEW LIFE CHURCH  
OF GOD, BERTHA 
Sunday worship 10 a.m.  
Wednesday Kids for Christ  
and youth group 6-8 p.m. 
Senior Pastor Jason Knoll, 
Children’s Pastor Sarah Collins, 
Youth Pastor Mike Quance; (218) 924-2085

EPISCOPAL CHURCHES

ST. HELEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, WADENA 
Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.  
Church: 631-3928
Senior Warden, Michael Craig; 320-761-6740

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH, 
WADENA 
Saturday Worship Service: 11 a.m. 
Pastor Roger Hagen; 632-7999 or 631-4030

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

FAITH UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
BERTHA
Fellowship Time: 9:30 a.m.  
Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.  
Pastor Dave Seaton; (218) 924-2106
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UNITED  
CHURCH OF CHRIST, WADENA 
Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m. 
Fellowship: 11:00 a.m.    
Jim Stoneman, Licensed Minister 
631-4646
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC 
11 E. Gilman Street, New York Mills 
Sunday Worship:  9:30 a.m. 
Pastor Kathy Hodges 

LUTHERAN CHURCHES

BALSAMLUND LUTHERAN  
CHURCH (ELCA), ALDRICH 
Sunday Worship: 8:15 a.m.   
Rev. Eric Clapp, 651-214-5491 
BETHANY FREE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
OF BLUE GRASS, SEBEKA 
Sunday School 10:15 
Worship 9:00 
Rev. Curtis Emerson 631-4595

BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
52943 140th Street
218-538-6531
Menahga MN 56464
Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Guest Pastor
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA) 
403 2nd St SE 
218-631-2738 
Sunday Worship 9:30 am 
Rev. Nate Loer 
Rev. Megan Clapp
FRIENDS IN CHRIST COMMUNITY CHURCH 
(LCMC) 405 BECKER AVE N, SEBEKA
Sunday Worship: 9:30amFellowship 
following worship
218-837-4660
friendsinchrist@wcta.net
GRACE EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Missouri Synod
500 Wells Ave N Sebeka
Rev. Timothy Schmeisser
Phone: (218) 837-5565;
email: gracesebeka@wcta.net
Divine Service Worship at 9:30 a.m.
on Sundays (June, July, August); 
Holy Communion on the 2nd  & 4th  
Sundays.
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
North Germany Township
Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod
Rev. Timothy Schmeisser,
(218) 837-5565
Sunday Divine Worship
Service at 11:00 a.m.
(June, July, August)
Holy Communion celebrated on
1st & 3rd  Sunday.
NIMROD EV. LUTHERAN
CHURCH 
Missouri Synod, Nimrod
Rev. Timothy Schmeisser
Phone (218) 837-5565;
email: gracesebeka@wcta.net
Divine Service Worship at 8:00 a.m..
on Sundays (June, July, August)
with Holy Communion on the 1st & 3rd 
Sundays.
OUR SAVIOUR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
(ELCA), SEBEKA 
Sunday School Classes: 9 a.m. 
Sunday Worship Service: 10 a.m.  
Rev. Eric Clapp, 837-5831
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH  
(MISSOURI SYNOD) 
710 Franklin Ave SW, Wadena, MN 
Sunday Worship Service-9:00a.m. 
Monday Worship Service-6:00p.m.  
Sunday School & Bible Study 10:00am 
Email: stjohnwadena1@yahoo.com 
Website: www.stjohnwadena.org 
Rev. Stephen Meltzer 631-3000 
ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, BERTHA 
Sunday Worship Service: 9 a.m.  
Rev. Blake A. Rickbeil; (218) 924-4051
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH  
(MISSOURI SYNOD), HEWITT 
6:00 P.M. Saturday Night Worship 
Pastor Kirk Douglas

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH  
(MISSOURI SYNOD), DEER CREEK 
Sunday Worship Service: 9:00 a.m.  
Pastor Donald Wagner; 462-2465

ZION FREE LUTHERAN CHURCH-WADENA 
602 SOUTH JEFFERSON, WADENA 
Worship: 10:30 a.m. 
Communion 1st Sunday of the month
3rd Friday of the month at 1pm WMS 
Meeting.

UNITED METHODIST

CENTRAL UNITED METHODIST  
CHURCH, VERNDALE 
Sunday Worship Service: 9 a.m. 
Rev. James Middendorf 
218-639-4225

HENNING UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 
(Affiliated with Wrightstown UMC), 
HENNING  
Sunday Worship: 8:30 a.m. 
Pastor Mark Bateson, 631-7997

HEWITT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 
HEWITT 
Sunday Worship Service: 10:30 a.m. 
Rev. Ken Uhren

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, SEBEKA 
Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 a.m. 
Rev. Steven Koehne 837-5840

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, VERNDALE 
Sunday Worship Service: 9 a.m. 
Pastor Ken Uhren 445-5108

JOYFUL SPIRIT  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
PO Box 446 - Wadena, Minnesota 56482 
Worship at: 61847 State Highway 29
Time: 11 a.m.
Pastor Ricardo Alcoser
joyfulspiritumc.org
PHYSICAL OFFICES 
Pastor’s Office and Church Office located 
here: First Congregational Church of Christ, 
in the attached building, facing Colfax 
Avenue: 110 Colfax Ave SW , Wadena, MN 
56482
CONTACTS: 
Main Office: joyfulspiritmnumc@gmail.com 
Pastor Ricardo Alcoser 218-367-2270 
218-631-4646, Donna Mayo-Fearing, 
Church Assistant 
Lay Leader: Kathy Techam -  
techam1@arvig.net

YOUTH PROGRAMMING 
Young Disciples meets during worship 
when we worship at UCC in Wadena; All are 
welcome! On the 5th Sunday of the month, 
youth play hand bells during worship; 
Marilynn teaches all children how to pay in 
30 minutes! Come and join the fun!

WRIGHTSTOWN UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH, HEWITT 
Sunday Worship Service: 10 a.m. 
Pastor Mark Bateson, 631-7997

CHRISTIAN & MISSIONARY 
ALLIANCE CHURCHES

HOPE CHAPEL ALLIANCE  
CHURCH, VERNDALE 
Sunday Worship Service: 9 a.m.  
Wednesday evening Bible Study: 5:30 p.m. 
Pastor Neal Malcore; 445-5643
OYLEN CHRISTIAN &  
MISSIONARY CHURCH, OYLEN 
Sunday Worship Services: 11 a.m. & 8 p.m.  
Pastor Neal Malcore; (218) 472-3440
VERNDALE ALLIANCE CHURCH, VERNDALE 
Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m. 
Rev Tony Stanley; 445-5619 
Pastor Heath Belknap “Student Ministry 
Pastor”
WADENA ALLIANCE CHURCH, WADENA
wadenacma.com    
218-631-3563
Pastor Brian Malvig
Sunday School 9am Adults and Children
Sunday Worship Service 10:30am
Wed Night Awana Ages 3-Grade 6, 6:30-8pm
Wed Night Youth Group Gr. 7-12 6:30-8pm
Youth Leader Matt Sweere
Visitation Pastor Vaughn White

OTHER  CHURCHES

CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE, HEWITT 
Sunday Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.  
Pastor Wayne Hoffert; (218) 924-2028
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST  
OF LATTERDAY SAINTS 
14711 125th Ave., Wadena 
Sacrament meeting, 10 a.m. 
Sunday School, 11 a.m. 
Relief Society and Priesthood meetings, 
noon
THOMASTOWN COVENANT  
CHURCH, STAPLES 
15940 251st Ave., Staples 
218-894-3923 
Pastor Scott Jorgenson 
Sunday School 9:15 
Worship 10:30 
Wed. Eve Children & Youth 6:30 
Wednesday - 6:30-7:30
WADENA CONGREGATION OF JEHOVAH’S 
WITNESSES, KINGDOM HALL, WADENA 
Sunday Public Meeting: 10 a.m. 
Wed. meeting: 7 p.m.; 631-1006

EDITOR’S NOTE: BECAUSE OF THE RESPONSE TO THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC, SOME SCHEDULED MEETINGS OR SERVICES 
MAY HAVE CHANGED OR BEEN CANCELED. CALL AHEAD TO CONFIRM THAT EVENTS ARE TAKING PLACE AS SCHEDULED.

Do you have changes for the directory?  
Drop them off at the Wadena Pioneer 

Journal office or email them to 
brentz@wadenapj.com.

CHURCH
DIRECTORY
Your Guide to Local 
Houses of Worship

Schedules are subject to change.
Please contact your church to confirm.

Friday, Aug. 19-20

Full schedule inside this 

Full schedule inside this 

Saturday, Aug. 20

Challenge at the Wadena 

Lions start serving at 1 

Church open house starts 

Sunday, Aug. 21

Thursday, Aug. 26

Wellness & Research 

Standing dates

Thursday at the Wadena 

218-631-4077 for more 

Life Church, 402 Clark 

information please call 

preschool storytimes 
on Wednesdays are on 

the director at 218-445-

fourth Tuesday of the 
month at Pizza Ranch 

218-894-1899 for more 

VERNDALE — All are 
welcome to join in the 
festivities as the Vern-
dale Alliance Church cel-
ebrates the completion 
of a new building addi-
tion on Saturday, Aug. 
20, at the church.

An open house and 
tours begin at 4 p.m. 
on Saturday. A short 
dedication service will 
take place at 5 p.m. The 
new building is located 
just west of the current 
church building. The 
new facility will be the 
heart of youth ministry.

It’s also where the 
AWANA program will 

be taking place. Those 
attending can register 

for kids to be involved 
in the AWANA program 

this year.
Food and yard games 

will be part of the open 
house.

85th Anniversary
The Verndale Alliance 

Church will celebrate 85 
years on Sunday, Aug. 21. 
A special celebration ser-
vice starts at 9:30 a.m. 
Service is followed by 
a potluck. Former staff 
will be joining the con-
gregation as they look 
back on the 85 years as 
a church.

The church building is 
located at 109 NW Brown 
Street in Verndale.

Michael Johnson / Pioneer Journal

Verndale Alliance Church to 
dedicate new youth center

DEVLYN
BROOKS

Finding Faith

Travel is important for faithful
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CALL TODAY FOR YOUR SUMMER SERVICE APPOINTMENT!  • ATV • SIDE-BY-SIDE• MOTORCYCLE

WESTSIDE SPORTS
508 Ash Ave. NW, Wadena, MN 56482 • 218-631-1113218-632-5938  •  wadenacountyhumanesociety@gmail.com

BRING A 
LOVING 

PET HOME 
TODAY!

I’M CASH MAN! 
I have only been here a short while and no 
one came to claim me, I don’t know why but 
I am the nicest boy to my hooman friends. 
I do not like cats. I think they are a snack! 
So please if you are going to take me home 
with you we can’t have a cat around. I just 
want to be your best friend! Did I mention 
that I like to play too fetch is fun and all 
BUT I do enjoy quality time and snuggles 

the most!

MEET DUTCHESS! 
She is a female domestic shorthair, 
almost 2 years old.  Duchess loves 
her cuddles but also likes chill’in 
by herself. A great addition to any 
family!

the mayor (Tara Erckenbrack) 
are up for election. Ercken-
brack has filed for mayor and 
Runyun filed for city council.

Staples City Council- Three 
city council members (Thom-
as Toepper, Roy Miles and Ron 
Murray ) and the mayor (Chris 
Etzler) are up for election. No 
one filed yet.

Sebeka City Council- Two 
city council members (Jus-
tin Ahrendt and Joshua Con-

nor) and the mayor (David 
Anderson) are up for election. 
David Anderson and Edmund 
Fennig have filed for mayor. 
Michael Grewing and Mitch 
Hanson have filed for council 
seats.

Menahga City Council- Two 
city council members and the 
mayor (Liz Olson) are up for 
election. So far incumbent Liz 
Olson and Karen Candelaria 
have filed for the mayor seat. 
Jody Bjornson, Art Huebner 
and Mike Netland have filed 
for the two council seats.

Aldrich City Council: A city 
council, mayor and treasurer 
seat are open. Vanessa Wal-

dahl and Justin Genosky have 
filed for mayor. Faye Baugh 
filed for a council seat.

Nimrod City Council
Keith Frame filed for the 

mayor seat. Coleman Rydie 
filed for the council seat and 
Karen Lepinski filed for the 
city clerk position.

East Otter Tail County
Bluffton: Two city council 

members and the mayor are 
up for election. Tim Pavek has 
filed for mayor again. Tony 
Kassa, Mary Lou Carlson and 
Brian Nesland have all filed 
for council seats.

Deer Creek: Two city coun-
cil members and the mayor 

are up for election. No one 
filed yet.

New York Mills: Two city 
council members (Logyn 
Saewert and Josh Hoaby) and 
the mayor (Marsha Maki) are 
up for election. No one filed 
yet.

Schools
Wadena/Deer Creek: Three 

school board members terms 
are up including Ryan Damlo, 
Melissa Seelhammer and Peter 
Hayes. So far, Julie Bushinger, 
Ryan Damlo and Melissa Seel-
hammer have filed.

Staples/Motley: Three 
school board members terms 

are up. No one has filed yet.
Verndale: Three school 

board members terms are 
up. Tahna Rurup and Scott 
Veronen filed.

Sebeka: Four school board 
members terms are up. So far, 
Cheri Kangas, Kayla Frame, 
Nate Erickson, Russell John-
son and JoAnn Olson have 
filed.

Menahga: Dan Gaughan 
and Katie Howard filed.

New York Mills: Three 
school board members terms 
are up. No one has filed yet.

Bertha-Hewitt: Four 
school board members terms 
are up. No one has filed yet.

ELECTION

As students of all ages pre-
pare for another school year, 
the Minnesota Department of 
Revenue reminds parents and 
caregivers to save receipts on 
school supply purchases to 
claim valuable K-12 tax ben-
efits when filing their taxes 
next year.

“With July behind us, we 
know the upcoming school 
year is front of mind for many 
Minnesota students and their 
families,” said Revenue Com-
missioner Robert Doty in a 
Minnesota Department of 
Revenue news release. “When 
back to school shopping, par-
ents should remember to save 

those receipts and be sure to 
claim either the K-12 Edu-
cation Credit or Subtraction 
when they file their income 
tax returns next year. It could 
save them money on their 
tax bill or put money in their 
pockets in the form of a larger 
refund.”

Two tax benefits can help 
Minnesota families pay 
expenses related to their 
child’s education: the refund-
able K-12 Education Credit 
(income limits apply) and the 
K-12 Education Subtraction 
(no income limits).

Last year, more than 19,000 
families received the K-12 

Education Credit and saved 
an average of $261. Nearly 
130,000 families received the 
K-12 Education Subtraction 
with an average subtraction 
of $1,207.

These programs reduce the 
tax parents pay and could 
deliver a larger refund when 
filing a Minnesota income tax 
return. To qualify, the pur-
chases must be for educational 
services or required materials. 
The child must be attending 
kindergarten through 12th 
grade at a public, private, or 
home school and meet other 
qualifications.

Save those receipts

Remember to save your 
receipts to claim the credit or 
subtraction. Use a folder or 
envelope to store receipts for 
the upcoming tax filing season 
or pick up a special envelope 
at our State Fair booth, located 
in the Education Building.

Most expenses for educa-
tional instruction or materials 
qualify, including:

Paper
Pens and notebooks
Textbooks
Rental or purchases of 

educational equipment such 
as musical instruments

Computer hardware 
(hotspots, modems, and rout-

ers) and educational software 
(up to $200 for the subtrac-
tion and $200 for the credit) *

After-school tutoring and 
educational summer camps 
taught by a qualified instruc-
tor

Fees for internet service do 
not qualify.

K-12 Education Subtraction
There are no income lim-

its to qualify for the educa-
tion subtraction. Most parents 
qualify. Parents can claim the 
K-12 Subtraction for tuition 
paid to private schools or 
college courses used to sat-
isfy high school graduation 
requirements.

Save those back-to-school receipts for tax benefits

By Patrick Springer

FARGO — North Dako-
ta has ample electric-
ity but has long faced 
bottlenecks in the trans-
mission grid making it 
difficult to deliver power 
to markets to the east 
and south.

That “trapped” power 
means lower revenues 
for North Dakota power 
generators, especial-
ly wind farms that are 
located in a wide swath 
of the state — a problem 
that would be addressed 
in a massive $10.4 billion 
plan to augment regional 
transmission systems.

The board of direc-
tors for the Midconti-
nent Independent Sys-
tem Operator, a regional 
transmission organiza-
tion commonly called 
MISO, has approved the 
plan, described as the 
nation’s largest-ev-
er portfolio of regional 
transmission projects.

The proposal includes 
a 345-kilovolt transmis-

sion line from James-
town to Ellendale in 
North Dakota, as well as 
a 345-kilovolt line from 
Otter Tail Power Com-
pany’s Big Stone Plant 
in northeastern South 
Dakota to Alexandria, 
Minnesota. That line, in 
turn, would connect to 
a proposed line extend-
ing north to Minnesota’s 
Iron Range.

The new line to Alex-
andria and beyond would 
add a second circuit to 
a line from Fargo to St. 
Cloud, Minnesota.

Combined, those proj-
ects have a price tag of 
$955 million, and MISO 
said it will benefit elec-
tricity consumers by 
increasing grid capacity 
and reliability. Proposed 
transmission projects in 
MISO’s North Grid ter-
ritory total about $3 bil-
lion.

Julie Fedorchak, chair-
woman of the North 
Dakota Public Service 
Commission and liaison 
to MISO, said the trans-
mission projects would 

benefit North Dakota.
“There’s a lot of con-

straints in North Dakota 
getting all of our elec-
tricity, regardless of 
source of generation, to 
markets in the east,” 
she said.

If approved, the 
Jamestown-to-Ellen-
dale line “will help get 
our electricity to mar-
kets where its wanted 
and needed,” Fedorchak 
said.

Also, by increasing 
transmission, the grid 
will have more resil-
ience and reliability 
by being able to pro-
vide power from more 
diverse sources. If the 
wind is blowing in North 
Dakota but not in Iowa, 
for example, delivering 
the North Dakota wind 
power can make up for 
the power lag in Iowa, 
she said.

“Transmission helps 
because it helps move 
power more efficiently,” 
helping to avoid black-
outs, Fedorchak said.

MISO maps show-

ing the availability and 
pricing of electricity in 
real time routinely show 
that North Dakota has 
abundant “trapped” 
electricity that can’t 
be efficiently export-
ed from the state — 
including the area from 
Jamestown to Ellendale 
— resulting in a lower 
price, she said.

“That’s a constant 
problem in that area,” 
Fedorchak said. The 
current electricity grid 
is basically full, mak-
ing it expensive to add 
new generation sources, 
since they have to build 
transmission to add 
capacity, she said.

Otter Tail Power Com-
pany has a substa-
tion near the proposed 
Jamestown-Ellendale 
line, and therefore might 
be selected by MISO to 
lead that project. Otter 
Tail is one of 10 utili-
ties that joined together 
as CapX2020 and now 
are known as Grid North 
Partners to build new 
transmission, a group 

that also includes Xcel 
Energy.

A joint statement by 
the Grid North Partners 
said they support the 
new MISO transmission 
plan and “stand ready to 
develop these projects,” 
which the utility part-
ners said “will provide 
greater access to renew-
able energy over a wide 
geographic area and 
save costs by locating 
new transmission lines 
near or along existing 
transmission or other 
infrastructure corridors 
reducing impacts to 
landowners by sharing 
rights-of-way.”

Tony Grindberg, Xcel 
Energy’s principal man-
ager in North Dako-
ta, said transmission 
investments are needed 
to replace aging infra-
structure and to add 
capacity.

“The demand for 
energy is going to 
increase,” he said. Much 
of the new generation 
capacity will be from 
renewable sources, such 

as wind and solar power.
Xcel Energy, for 

example, has announced 
plans to be carbon-free
by 2050, with a goal of 
being 80% carbon-free 
by 2030. Xcel would
continue to rely on two 
nuclear power plants 
in Minnesota and also 
would use gas-fired 
generation while phas-
ing out its fleet of coal-
fired power plants.

The MISO transmis-
sion plan will require
regulatory approval 
in all states involved,
including North Dakota, 
South Dakota, Minneso-
ta and Wisconsin.

“It takes many years 
to go through, but it’s 
anticipating and plan-
ning for many years to 
come,” Grindberg said.

If approved, costs of 
the transmission proj-
ects would be paid by 
ratepayers across the
regional MISO footprint, 
Fedorchak said.

Readers can contact reporter 
Patrick Springer at 701-241-5522 

or pspringer@forumcomm.com.

$3B grid upgrade would improve reliability, prevent blackouts



love great music from 
world renowned artists in 
their own backyard. She 
plans to serve as a judge in 
the talent show alongside 
Wadena Mayor George 
Deiss and new chair of the 
concert association, Brid-
get King.

“I’m hoping we can 
reach more people,” 
Kingsley said. “But no 
matter how wonderful 
the music is, we’ve got to 
have people to support a 
program like this.”

Hillesland said in addi-
tion to talent from the 
community, there will be 
entertainment in between 
each act. The event is 
emceed by legendary radio 

personality Dan Skogen.
Prizes are available for

top talent and all par-
ticipants receive a free 
ticket to the concert
association’s upcoming
season. Prize money was 
made available by spon-
sor Homestead Veterinary 
Clinic.

Participants will be a 
part of one of two catego-
ries including ages 15 and 
under or ages 16 and over.

This inaugural event
does more than entertain, 
it serves as the kickoff 
to the upcoming concert 
association season, which 
starts in September. Learn 
more about the season by 
attending this event or 
contact the association 
chair Bridget King at 218-
639-2469. You can even
get a preview by visiting 
alliedconcertservices.com.

strategic planning meeting. The 
simple fact is that other Min-
nesota counties are above the 
median level of taxation and 
perhaps would rather not have 
that added burden on them. 
Stearns felt now was the time 
to get more counties on board to 
back them up and equalize the 
tax rate.

“I was wondering if we want 
to stir the pot a bit,” Stearns 
said. The idea was well received.

The board gave consensus 
during their once-a-month 
workshop meeting on Tuesday, 
Aug. 9, to ask other counties 
to join them in seeking a more 
balanced level of taxation.

Commissioner Bill Stearns 
brought up the idea and shared 
an email from the Association 

of Minnesota Counties who will 
convene in September to discuss 
priority issues. While he will be 
unable to attend, he asked board 
member Murlyn Kreklau to skip 
out on his committee meetings 
to speak to the issue that the 
board has brought forward in 
the past – the desire for parity 
in property tax rates across the 
87 counties.

Stearns’ recommendation was 
to send out a worksheet that 
showed the difference in tax 
rates between all the counties. 
This could go out to all the com-
missioners and county admin-
istrators in a county with a tax 
rate above .6. The median tax 
rate in the state is .45, according 
to Stearns.

The hope was the conversa-
tion would sink in prior to the 
AMC Fall Policy Conference.

“If we get another bunch of 
counties there to start rattling 
the cages …” Stearns said it 

might start to change minds. 
The commission lamented that 
too many decisions are made by 
metro representatives without a 
voice from the underrepresent-
ed counties.

Kreklau also brought forth 
an idea and suggested that the 
county survey about 15 simi-
lar counties in the state to get 
information on similarities and 
differences on how they run 
their county government. He 
suggested that they could quite 
easily get information on pop-
ulation, numbers of employees, 
staff sizes by department, tax 
rates and tax capacities.

“Maybe we’ll find we’re doing 
something,” Kreklau said. “I 
don’t envision this costing us a 
lot of time or money.”

Wadena County Coordinator 
Ryan Odden said he would speak 
with AMC staff to come up with 
a good survey to go out to coun-
ties and get some feedback.
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All Week Long
City Wide Garage Sales
Medallion Hunt
Penny Wars

Wednesday  
August 17
Communities Connect 10am-2pm
Timbers Restaurant & Event Center

Thursday  
August 18
Fancy Pants Golf Classic  11am
Pine Ridge Golf Club
Elite Title Open House 11am-2pm
Variety Show/Community Awards 7pm
Centennial Auditorium 

Friday August 19
Sacred Heart Area School Alley Sale 
Sacred Heart Area School 9am-6pm
Great Baby Clothes Giveaway  
10am-2pm

Lakes Area Pregnancy Support Center
Barn Quilt/History Tour 4pm-5:30pm
City Wide 
Beck’s Burger Co.  
Care Show & DJ 4pm-7pm
Beck’s Burger Company
DJ & Dance featuring  
AC/DJs 9pm-close
Beck’s Burger Company
Fireworks Dusk
Airport

Saturday  
August 20
Parade Registration 8am-9:30am
Middle-High School Entrance
Adventures in  
Monoprinting 8am-11am
with Natural Materials w/  
Creative Cart Studio
Staples Public Library
Car Show 9am-1pm
Sourcewell Parking Lot

Parade 10am
See Facebook for Parade Route
Vendor Show 10am-6pm
Downtown
Bean Bag Tournament 11am
Letty’s Parking Lot 

Downtown 12pm-5pm
Chamber Beer Garden
Free Kids Bounce Zone
Machinery Hill
People Mover
The Connection  
Classic Rock, Pop, Country 
Axe Throwing 
Carnival Game Activities
Kids Pedal Pull 12pm
Ace Hardware
Sacred Heart Fish Fry 12pm-5pm
Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
Wild West Show Bank  
Show Robbery 1pm
Good Guys vs Bad Guys

First international Bank & Trust
Beck’s Burger Co. 
Sand Volleyball Tournament 1:30pm
Beck’s Burger Company
Pizza Eating Contest 2pm
Tower Pizza
Wild West Show Bank 
Show Robbery 3pm
Good Guys vs Bad Guys
First international Bank & Trust
Corn Feed 5pm
Staples Alliance Church
B&B’s Sponsored  
Street Dance featuring: 
Tail Gunners 8:30pm-12:30am
B&B’s Sports Bar & Grill

SUNDAy August 21
Community Worship in the Park & 
Potluck 10am
Pine Grove Park

August 17-21 2022

We put the CARE 
in EYECARE

922 US Hwy 10 East • Staples, MN 56479
218-894-1331 • www.stapleseyeclinic.com

ag. home. business.
www.unitybanking.com

we do that.

MONDAY-SATURDAY 7:30-6:00PM
SUNDAY 9:00-4:00PM

210 2nd Ave NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1080

STAPLES 
HARDWARE

218.895.1400
STAPLES, MN

www.timberlakehotel.com
1230 HWY. 10 East | Staples, Minnesota 

218-894-1072

• Grocery•Convenience
•Gas•Liquor

•Tobacco

1100 2nd Ave NE
Staples, MN

218-894-1143

Michael Johnson
Wadena Pioneer Journal

WADENA — Since 
announcing that a fami-
ly was selected to have a 
Habitat for Humanity home 
built in Wadena, the support 
has been pouring in, accord-
ing to Lakes Area Habitat for 
Humanity Executive Director 
Kevin Pelkey.

But one very important 
piece of the puzzle is miss-
ing. A place to build.

“The responsiveness of the 
community has been very 
outpouring, and generous, 
and exciting ... but I need a 
build site,” Pelkey said anx-
iously.

Pelkey said the warm 
reception has been very wel-
come, and he hopes that help 
will continue to come in to 
help locate a buildable lot. 
It’s very uncommon in his 
experience to be at a loss of 
buildable sites in the com-
munities they serve.

“Highly unusual in our 

four county service area,” 
Pelkey said. “There is scarci-
ty in Wadena.”

That’s a good thing from 
the standpoint that Wadena 
has been filling up lots with 
new buildings. But not hav-
ing many options is making 
this process difficult. And 
it’s preventing Wadena from 
growing.

The Guevara family has a 
desire to remain in the city 
limits of Wadena. They have 
family here and it’s desir-
able to remain here as Kim 
Guevara’s battle with MS 
progresses. The lot needs to 
be buildable with services 
available at the site. It could 
be that a private owner has 
a lot that they’d be willing 
to sell to make this happen. 
An oncoming housing devel-
opment in Folkestad’s East 
Addition is moving ahead, 
but at this point still has no 
infrastructure for much of 
the newly planned lots.

“We are still needing help 
identifying that one lot that 

somebody might have that 
we could explore,” Pelkey 
said.

About the Guevaras
Pedro works full time with 

Jennie-O. Kim (Landwehr) 
is a lifelong Wadena resi-
dent, who was diagnosed 
with MS (multiple sclerosis) 
a few years ago. This disease 
is progressing and the family 
needs a place where Kim can 
navigate the home without 
many tripping hazards. Their 
new home is planned to be 
one-level living.

In other recent Habitat 
news, the keys were recent-
ly handed over to a fami-
ly in their new Habitat for 
Humanity home in Sebeka.

If you’d like to get involved 
in this project, or have a lot to 
sell, contact Pelkey at kevin.
pelkey@lakesareahabitat.org 
or 218-828-8517.

If you are in need of stable 
housing, consider applying 
for a Habitat For Humanity 
House at https://www.habi-
tat.org/housing-help/apply

Contributed photo
The Guevara family includes parents Pedro and Kim and daughters 
Kaylyn (8) and Angel Lea (15).

Lot for Habitat house 
in Wadena hard to find

TALENT
From Page A1

COUNTY
From Page A1

 motors.inforum.com
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By Jared Rubado
Perham Focus

Perham 

The Bluffton Braves won 
the Region 14C amateur 
baseball tournament 

on Saturday for the fourth 
consecutive year with wins over 
Perham and New York Mills.

After beating Perham 4-0, 
Bluffton avenged a 6-3 loss 
from a week earlier with a 6-2 
win in the Region 14C title 
game. Josh Dykhoff earned the 
win, while Isaac Hamann was 
named tournament MVP.

The top two teams in the 
region qualified for the Class C 
state tournament, which made 
Bluffton’s rematch against 
Perham all the more critical on 
Saturday.

Jake Dykhoff threw a gem to 
stymie the Pirates offensively. 
He threw a complete-game, 
two-hitter with 18 strikeouts. 
Bluffton’s runs in the first, 

third and fifth innings were 
more than enough to knock off 
Perham in a 4-0 win.

Chas Melvin got the start 
for the Pirates. He threw nine 
innings, giving up four runs 
with two strikeouts. He also 
recorded one of two hits at the 
plate. Ben Shumansky had the 
other.

Perham had to beat Deer 
Creek on Friday night to keep 
its season alive. Maddux Kovash 
threw nine innings, allowing 
eight hits and two runs with 
11 strikeouts. Perham tallied 
six hits in the 5-2 win. Chris 
Ruther, Carter Mulcahy, Jace 
Kovash, Maddux Kovash, 
Dawson Stevens and Shumansky 
all did damage at the plate.

Deer Creek scored a run in the 
first inning before Perham took 
the lead with a pair of runs in 
the second. After the Shockers 
tied the game in the top of the 
fourth, Perham put up runs in 

the next three innings to win 
the game.

On Aug. 20, the New York 
Mills Millers will play against 
the Cold Spring Rockies in 
the first round of the state 
tournament in Dundas. The 
Millers selected Stetson 
Burkman, Melvin and Stevens to 
join New York Mills at state.

Bluffton’s tournament kicks 
off a week later in Faribault. The 
Braves will take on the winner 
of the Kimball Express and the 
Hutchinson Huskies at 1:30 p.m. 
on Aug. 27. Bluffton selected 
Kolby Kiser, Chance Bye and 
Nick Lindberg for the remainder 
of the postseason.

The first two rounds of 
the state tournament will be 
played over the following two 
weekends, with the final four 
rounds concluding Labor  
Day weekend.

Contact Jared Rubado: jrubado@
dlnewspapers.com; Twitter: @DLtribSports

AMATEUR BASEBALL

BASEBALL

Photos by Jared Rubado / Wadena Pioneer Journal

BLUFFTON BACK ON TOP
Braves win Region 14C title for the fourth consecutive season

By Jared Rubado
Perham Focus

PERHAM – Youth girls 
basketball players trav-
eled to Minneapolis on 
Friday to play at the Tar-
get Center before the 
final Minnesota Lynx 
home games of the reg-
ular season.

Sixth graders from Per-
ham and Hawley and sev-
enth graders from Per-
ham and Wadena played 
on the floor at the Target 
Center before attending 
the final WNBA home 
game in Minnesota this 
summer. Roughly 25 girls 
from the Hawley, Perham 
and Wadena areas played 
on the big stage.

“It was just like how 
the Lynx play,” said Erin 
Gjerde, a Perham par-
ent. “The girls got to 
hear their name be called 
like they would for the 
starting lineup. They also 
heard their name every 
time they scored. It was 
super fun to hear, and I 
know they had a ball.”

Many of the girls 
stayed for the Lynx game 
a few hours later. Despite 
a 96-69 loss to the Seat-
tle Storm, area players 
witnessed the final home 
game for WNBA legend 
Sylvia Fowls. A few kids 

also met star guard Sue 
Bird before tip-off.

“They were all smiles,” 
Gjerde said of the whole 
experience. “They were 
super thrilled to be there. 
The game got picked up 
by ESPN, so they had a lot 

more security and stuff. 
We had to hurry up and 
take quick pictures before 
they got off the court. But 
when they walked off, 
they were super thrilled 
and happy to be there. 
As a parent, to see your 

child out there was even 
better.”

‘We’re already plan-
ning for next year. We 
want to take more girls 
and more teams. There 
was another game after 

us between Blaine and 
Edina. We’re hoping 
to take some young-
er girls and older girls  
next time.”

Contact Jared Rubado: 
 jrubado@dlnewspapers.com; 

Twitter: @DLtribSports

Youth players from Perham and WDC play at the Target Center

Contributed Photos
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RIBS • CHICKEN WINGS • CORN ON THE COB • FRENCH FRIES

AUG.

202220TH

ribs & 
WINGS?

Chamber & Visitor’s Bureau

 

13 miles North of Akeley on Scenic Hwy. 64  
or 25 miles South of Bemidji 

218-224-3535 • www.forestedgewinery.com • Like us on Facebook

Join us on the grounds of the winery for 
art, food, live music and wine

FEATURING OVER 30 SELECTED ARTISTS

Saturday, August 20
10 am-5:30 pm & Sunday, August 21

10 am-4:30 pm

NO ATM ONSITE

Art Fair
at the Winery

21st Annual   

®

I end up with many kids in 
the boat throughout the 
season. The last couple 

of weeks I seem to have had 
many young kids in the boat, 
even as young as 6 years old.

This has prompted 
me to write about a few 
considerations when it comes 
to fishing with young kids 
and getting them hooked on 
fishing. I had written before 
about my concerns with the 
declining number of young 
anglers. That does not seem to 
be as much the case anymore.

One of the benefits of the 
pandemic phase we have 
been through the last couple 
of years is an increased 
number of anglers, including 
increasing numbers of kids. 
Another great reason behind 
the increasing number of 
young anglers in our region 
has been the volunteers 
helping develop middle school 
and high school fishing 
programs.

The first order of business 
in getting kids into fishing as 
a lifelong healthy hobby, is to 
get them out. It doesn’t have 
to be in a boat. Catching fish 
from shore or a dock is still 
fishing and catching. Do not 
bring electronic devices with 
you as an alternative if kids 
get “bored” while fishing. 
They will get bored early 
so they can retreat to that 

electronic game and cell phone 
addiction.

I believe the electronic 
age, as wonderful as it is, 
is contributing to kids not 
getting out and being creative 
in the outdoors. If fishing in 
the boat, help introduce them 
to the sonar unit and GPS as 
that will help engage them in 
the process of locating fish, 
and adds to the experience.

Kids love to use the flashers 
and underwater cameras 
when ice fishing too. They 
are interactive and fit well 
into their world of electronic 
interaction.

Use quality rods and reels. 
Nothing turns anybody off to 
fishing like using equipment 
that doesn’t work well. When 
you get them on the water, 
find active biting fish. Sunfish, 
crappies, bass, and northern 
pike can be cooperative 
participants in getting kids 
hooked on fishing. If it bites 
and fights … it is fun.

It doesn’t even matter 
to many of them if it is a 
bullhead or a carp. Fishing is 
fun, but catching is even better 

when it comes to kids (and 
some inpatient adults).

Unfortunately, in this 
microwave, computer, 
smartphone world of ours, 
kids are more used to instant 
gratification. The years of 
sitting quietly in the boat with 
grandpa for hours for a few 
bites and a couple fish seem 
to be over for most of the new 
generation of youth. Learning 
patience will come later, after 
getting them hooked doing 

some catching first. Catching 
will get them coming back.

Make sure you have good 
proper gear for the kids. This 
includes good warm gear 
when needed, quality rain 
gear, proper footwear for the 
conditions, comfortable fitting 
life jackets, sunscreen, you get 
the idea. Getting wet and cold 
can turn off your potential 
lifelong fishing partner.

Make sure you have snacks 
and drinks in the boat. It is OK 

for kids to take a break and 
eat or play with the bait. Make 
sure you don’t overextend 
the time or keep them out in 
conditions that make them 
hesitate about going out again. 
Make challenging weather 
part of the adventure of the 
experience.

Teach them how to fish 
and cast with bobbers and 
jigs first. Learning to cast 
them will help them graduate 
to more complex casting or 
fishing techniques. Nobody 
gets sick of watching a bobber 
go down, or feeling the “tick” 
on a jig and setting the hook 
to find something on the other 
end.

Take pictures of caught 
fish, this fits into their world 
and can be texted to friends 
and family … or posted on 
Facebook. That is all part of 
their world now too.

Practice your patience with 
tangled lines – it is a part 
of learning in fishing, and 
teaching the skills to help 
prevent the tangles in the 
future are part of the process. 
In my experience, age is not a 
discriminator when it comes to 
the creativity of fishermen for 
getting tangled and snagged 
on everything possible! A great 
thing about getting kids out 
fishing is that it gets you  
out too!

Laabs owns Brad Laabs Guide Service  
in Detroit Lakes

BRAD  
LAABS

Fishing Lines

MN DNR PHOTO
“Fun and safety are the most important considerations while 

Imagine being a birder 
who’s red-green 
colorblind. Indeed, 

that yours truly has 
trouble distinguishing 
colors and shades of 
colors, notably red and 
variations of red, is one 
of the reasons why blue 
became a favorite color 
of mine long ago (and 
also why coloring wasn’t 
a favorite activity of 
mine in grade school).

For me the colors blue 
and yellow really stand 
out.

So recently when 
walking near my 
backyard bird-feeding 
station, the lone, male 
indigo bunting perched 
on the birdfeeder 
caused me to stop in my 
tracks and watch. Such 
a beautiful species of 
wild bird — the indigo 
bunting — few people 
would disagree. They are 
truly a sight to behold.

Sometimes confused 
with eastern bluebirds 
and blue grosbeaks, 
the all-blue males, 

sometimes sporting 
blackish wings, are 
understandably very 
striking birds.

Their conical beaks are 
perfect for feeding on 
insects and seeds alike. 
A sparrow-sized bird 
at just five or so inches 
long, if it wasn’t for the 
male indigo bunting’s 
song and stunning blue 
color, the species would 
probably go relatively 
unnoticed.

Interestingly, the 
brilliant blue feathers of 
the species that we see 
are not blue after all. It 
seems that the indigo 
bunting is actually black 
in color; for it’s the light, 
or rather the diffraction 
of light through an 
indigo bunting’s 

feathers, that makes 
them appear blue. The 
plumage coloration of 
the blue jay is similarly 
perceived by our eyes.

Found throughout 
the eastern half of 
the United States and 
southern Canada during 
the breeding season, 
indigo buntings migrate 
as far south as northern 
South America for the 
winter months, but some 
birds will occasionally 
spend the entire year in 
southern Florida. Most, 
however, migrate to the 
northland every spring 
to breed, nest and raise 
their young.

Preferred indigo 
bunting habitat is dense 
thickets, tall trees near 
forest edges, open brushy 
fields, farm country, 
wooded roadways, and 
forest openings.

The song of the male 
indigo bunting is a lovely 
series of sharp, high-
pitched, and very clear 
whistles. Their song is 
oft written as “what! 

what! where? where? see 
it! see it!”, which is an 
easy mnemonic to use in 
identifying the delightful 
song when afield.

And at the height of 
the breeding season, 
when male birds are 
busy establishing and 
defending breeding 
territories, you can rest 
assured that one song 
will be followed by 
another song again and 
again.

Male indigo buntings 
are tireless songsters. 
The Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology website 
writes that as many as 
200 songs per hour at 
sunrise and about one 
song per minute for the 
remainder of the day is 
typical of singing males. 
Few other birds sing as 
much.

Following brief 
courtships and mating, 
and while male indigo 
buntings remain busy 
singing and defending 
their breeding territories, 
female indigos 

commence to nest-
building and laying eggs.

She alone chooses 
a nest site, which is 
normally within shrub 
thickets along field 
edges, adjacent to 
woodlands, and even 
rights-of-ways of roads 
and railroads.

Nests are constructed 
in a little more than a 
week — again by only 
the female — with 
materials that include 
grasses, leaves, bark, 
and plant stems. Built 
scarcely three feet from 
the ground in the crotch 
of branches, the small, 
cup-like nest is usually 
wrapped with spider 
webs.

The female bunting 
also carefully lines the 
inside of the nest with 
fine grasses and other 
plant material, thistle 
down, and even thin 
hair from animals. Up to 
four eggs are laid with 
an incubation period of 
about two weeks. Both 
parents care for the 

young, which fledge 
quickly — usually in less 
than two weeks.

Indigo buntings can 
be attracted to your 
backyard feeding station 
with a variety of small 
seeds, especially thistle 
or nyjer seed. And like 
eastern bluebirds, indigo 
buntings are also insect 
eaters, so providing live 
mealworms can work to 
attract indigo buntings to 
your property, too.

The gorgeous indigo 
bunting is as striking a 
bird as they come here in 
northwestern Minnesota. 
And while other birds 
are blue, too — eastern 
bluebirds, white-
breasted nuthatches, 
blue jays, blue grosbeaks, 
and others — no other 
blue-colored bird sings 
as persistently and as 
beautifully. Nor are there 
any other birds-of-blue 
as stunningly blue as 
the indigo bunting is, as 
we get out and enjoy the 
great outdoors.

The indigo bunting is strikingly blue, and very musical
BLANE 

KLEMEK
Outdoors
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Only $279 to reach a statewide audience of
1.7 million readers!!!

Running or not. Titled or not. Cash
in exchange. Sell now while prices
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

Earn $5,000+ every year from hunting
leases. Upfront payments from our hunt-
ers. Reduce risk with free liability insur-
ance. Call for a free quote 888/871-1982

2-Day auction, August 27 & 28. 275±
Acres: Home, Buildings, Firearms, Equip-
ment. MNPremierHuntingRanch.com
218/998-4454 - UC. Team Aasness.
Visit website for auction terms.

NorthAmerica’s #1Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line
installation and service. Now featuring
our FREE shower package and $1600 off
for a limited time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step 855/440-8982

$64.99 for 190 Channels! Blazing fast
internet, $19.99/mo. (where avail-
able.) Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa
gift card. FREE voice remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

truck or boat to Heritage For The
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax de-
ductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

a solar plus battery storage system.
Save money, reduce your reliance on
the grid, prepare for power outages
and power your home. Full installa-
tion services available. $0 Down financ-
ing option. Request a free, no obliga-
tion quote today. Call 888/913-5895

Carries the most local MLB Games!
CHOICE Package, $89.99/mo. for
12 months. Stream on 20 devices in your
home at once. HBO Max included for
3 mos. (w/CHOICE Package or higher.)
No annual contract, no hidden fees! Some
restrictions apply. Call IVS 855/803-9309

HELP WANTED  
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

HELP WANTED  
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

FT or PT Human Resources Specialist 
The Human Resources Specialist is responsible for managing 
and coordinating human resource functions for Wadena 
County with the goal of attracting, developing, motivating, 
training, and retaining a superior workforce.  Managing 
personnel system for Wadena County including development 
and maintenance of employee records and designing and 
recommending policies and procedures to the Coordinator 
and County Board. Responsible for administration of 
employee benefit programs: manages employee information 
and meetings regarding benefit plans; administers COBRA 
benefits and renewals; performs coverage reviews and 
audits; and researches and recommends changes to various 
benefit plans and/or insurance companies.SCHEDULE: 
Monday through Friday; Day shift. WAGE RANGE: $23.15 TO 
$31.56 per hour; Starting wage dependent on qualifications; 
Benefits eligible 
 

FT Building Maintenance Worker 
Responsible to perform skilled work installing, maintaining 
and repairing buildings, equipment and grounds. 
SCHEDULE: Monday through Friday; Day shift. WAGE 
RANGE: $17.68 to $24.10 per hour; Starting wage dependent 
on qualifications; Benefits eligible with a work clothing 
allowance. 
 

FT Non-CDL Certified  
Solid Waste Attendant 

Provides support in daily operation and maintenance of the 
solid waste transfer station and demolition landfill facility, as 
well as the equipment, buildings, and grounds. SCHEDULE: 
Monday through Friday; Day shift; Rotating Saturday morning 
shifts and overtime opportunities. WAGE RANGE: $16.22 to 
$22.11 per hour; Starting wage dependent on qualifications; 
Benefits eligible with a work clothing allowance 
 

FT Child Protection Social Worker 
Responsible for performing work of considerable difficulty in 
providing intensive social work services for the protection, 
rehabilitation and care of children and performs highly critical 
social work assignments in voluntary and non-voluntary child 
protective service cases; and performs related work to 
maintain child safety, well-being and permanency. 
SCHEDULE: Monday through Friday; Day shift with some 
evening hours possible. WAGE RANGE: $26.80 to $36.54 per 
hour; Starting wage dependent on qualifications; Benefits 
eligible 
 
BENEFITS: Health (County contributes between $953.00 and 
$1782.00 per month depending on plan type), vision, dental, 
short and long term disability, life, accident, cancer, hospital, 
PERA retirement with at least 7.5% employer contribution, 
generous paid vacation and sick leave, 11 paid holidays 
 
HOW TO APPLY:  The online application and complete job 
descriptions are available at: www.co.wadena.mn.us, the 
Human Resources office in the Wadena County 

Courthouse, 415 Jefferson Street 
S, Wadena, MN 56482. 
Application deadlines will be listed 
on the County website postings. 
 

Wadena County is an  
equal opportunity employer. 

HELP WANTED 
GENERAL

HELP WANTED 
GENERAL

Director of Operations 
 

Itasca-Mantrap Co-op. Electrical Ass’n. located in 
Park Rapids, Minnesota, is hiring a Director of 

Operations. Qualified professionals will find we have 
a lot to offer: competitive salary, excellent benefits, 
financially strong and well respected cooperative 
with close ties to our members and community. 

 
For more information regarding our open position 

and Itasca-Mantrap Co-op. Electrical Ass’n.,  
please visit our website at  

www.itasca-mantrap.com/careers.  
 

To apply, please mail or e-mail  
your resume with salary requirements by 

September 12, 2022  
to: Katie Dollard, Great River Energy,  

12300 Elm Creek Boulevard, Maple Grove, MN  
55369-4718. KDollard@grenergy.com. 

 An EEO/AA Employer. No agencies please. 
 

AUCTION SALES

Find it here.

Don’t just 
wish for a 
new JOB. 

DOGS

Miniature Aussies 
First shot, wormed, Frontline 

& care package. 
M & F, $600. Will meet. 

Text for pics: 218-851-6219

AKC Purebred Bernese 
Mountain Dog Pups 

M & F. Vet checked, up to date on 
vaccinations and deworming, and 
microchipped. These sweet and 
abundantly loved puppies are 10 
weeks old and ready to go to their 

new homes. Call Meredith at  
320-815-8039. 

AKC German Shorthaired 
Pointer Puppies 

Champion bloodlines. 
Excellent hunters and family 

dogs. Tails docked, dew 
claws removed, registered 
and micro chipped. They 

will be ready to go 3rd week 
of Sept. 3 Female 6 Male 
$1200 each. Call or text 

Ryan 320.260.8618

AUCTION SALES

Harvey & Julie Kraabel 
Online Only Auction!  

Harvey & Julie Kraabel Online 
Only Auction!   
Auction opens Aug. 20th and 
Closes Aug. 25th starting at 
2PM.   
Preview Friday, Aug. 19 from 
3PM – 6PM.  Located at 
43518 N Boedigheimer Dr, 
Perham, MN.  
Tractors, Recreation, Tools, 
Miscellaneous and more.   
Call 218-346-7325, Vince 
218-640-7653, Austin 218-
841-2469 or visit 
www.bachmannauctioneers.com.  
bachmannauctions@gmail.net. 
Lic:03-23 
 

HELP WANTED 
MANUFACTURING 
AND PRODUCTION

Now Hiring 
Production 

Teamworkers 
 

We are looking for 
full time, day shift 

employees. 
 

Parts Pickers •
Loaders •
Machine •
Operators 

 
Previous experience 

operating machines is 
a plus.  We will train 

necessary skills. 
 

If you are a detail 
oriented person who 
can consistently lift or 

carry parts, good 
attendance history, 
and would like the 

opportunity for overtime, 
this job may be for you. 

Hourly wage DOE.  
 

Apply online at 
metalsales.jobs.net 

or call 
218-847-2988.  

  
Metal Sales is a drug 
free and safe working 

environment. EOE

HELP WANTED 
TRANSPORTATION 
AND LOGISTICS

TRUCK DRIVER 
Class A or B CDL Driver for 
Full Time Farm Milk pick up 
within 60 mile radius of 
Perham. Tanker endorse- 
ment required. Competitive 

starting wages. Rotating 
schedule. Excellent benefits 

PLUS on-the-job training.  
Apply in person at 

Lakes Area  
Cooperative 

457 3rd Ave. SE  in 
Perham or call Luke 
at 218-346-1682 or: 

lakesareacoop.com/ 
forms/employment

DOGS

Mini Aussiedoodles F1B 
3 females, ready August 24. 
Hypo-allergenic, non-shed-
ding. $1,600. 712-451-8183

Never too late 
to go after your 
dream JOB!JOB!

Find it here.

HELP WANTED 
GENERAL

HIRING IN  
PARKERS PRAIRIE! 

 
 
 

RN SUPERVISOR 
$2000 Sign-On 

FT Days -   
every 3rd weekend 

 
 

LPN/RN OVERNIGHTS 
 and an  

EVENING SHIFT 
$2000 Sign-On 

FT - Every 3rd weekend and every 
other holiday. 

 
ALL FT POSITIONS 

HAVE A GREAT BENEFIT 
PACKAGE! 

 
 

Find our more and apply 
stwilliamslivingcenter.com/careers 

 
Or call Michele at 

218-338-1020 
 

EOE 
 

Special Education 
Paraprofessionals Parkers 
Prairie Elementary School  

Provide support to student(s) 
under the direction of the Special 
Education Teacher.   Hours will 

follow the school calendar. 
Candidates must have completed 

one of the following options: 
  

*Option A - Completed at least two 
years of study at an institution of 
higher education (a minimum of 60 
semester credits or the amount 
required to complete two years of 
full-time enrollment as defined by 
the institution attended); or 
*Option B - Obtained an 
associate’s (or higher) degree; or 
*Option C - Demonstrate 
knowledge of and the ability to 
assist in instructing reading, 
writing, and mathematics (or, as 
appropriate, readiness for each of 
these subject areas) by passing 
the ParaPro test with a minimum 
score of 460. 
 

Completed applications include 
the following: letter of interest and 

a completed application form.  
Access the application on the 

district website under 
‘Employment Opportunity’ at 

www.isd547.com . 
Send application information to 

Steve Radtke  
Parkers Prairie Public Schools  

PO Box 46  
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361  

218-338-4079 ext. 400 
sradtke@pp.k12.mn.us 

Thinking about 
a new JOB?

Start here.

HELP WANTED 
GENERAL

Custodian 
Parkers Prairie  
Public Schools 

Full & part time openings. 
Starting at $16.40 per hour. 

 
Please find our application 
online , www.isd547.com 

under ‘Employee 
Opportunity’  

 
Applications should be sent 

to Peter Haapala, 
Superintendent Parkers 
Prairie Public Schools 

411 S. Otter Ave.  
PO Box 46 , Parkers 
Prairie, MN 56361 

Questions? Call 
218-338-6011 ext. 151 

 
Benefits for full time 

employees include health 
insurance, paid time off and 

retirement plan 

THE UNITED STATES 
POSTAL SERVICE IS 

SEEKING EMPLOYEES 
TO PROCESS AND 
DELIVER THE MAIL 

 
POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
INCLUDE: 
 
*Rural and City Delivery 
*Sales and Service 
*Mail Processing 

 
Pay starting at 

$18.69 to $19.06 
 

Many Benefits included. 
 

Scan this QR code 
to learn more:

LINE COOK 
Needed at the 3M 
 Wonewok Resort 

in Park Rapids 
At 3M, you can apply  
your talents in bold 
ways that matter. 

Here you Go. 
Please apply online:  

https://3m.wd1.myworkday 
jobs.com/Search/job/US- 
Minnesota-Park-Rapids/ 
Line-Cook-Park-Rapids- 

MN-_R01081312-1 
3M is an equal opportunity 

employer. 3M will not discriminate 
against any applicant for employ- 
ment on the basis of race, color, 
religion, sex, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, national origin, 

age, disability, or veteran status.

HELP WANTED 
AGRICULTURE

Harvest Help  
CDL Drivers - haul 

hopper bottom loads  
Field Truck Drivers  
Tractor Operators  

Line Workers  
Excellent pay.  

Starting around Sept 6.  
Call Roger at  

218-252-0861

HELP WANTED 
FINANCIAL SERVICES/
BANKING

Full-time Teller 
 
Experience preferred. 

Full benefits. Computer 
skills important. 

 
Resume and 
references to: 

 
Community First 

Bank 
Attn: Sharon H. 

PO Box 250 
Menahga, MN 56464 

or email 
sharonharris@ 

communityfirstbank
mn.com

HELP WANTED 
GENERAL

 
Housekeeping -  
Full Time Days 

 
Starting at $15.00 per hour, 
plus $1,500 Sign on Bonus! 

As a housekeeper, you’ll 
complete designated 

cleaning duties in assigned 
areas of the hospital, clinic, 
or nursing home. Through 
your work, you will build 

relationships with your team 
along with our patients and 

residents. Work 64 or 80 
hours per biweekly pay 

period, Includes every 4th 
weekend and 2 holidays per 

year. Benefits Eligible 
 

Apply at: 
https://perhamhealth.applicant

pro.com/jobs/2425569.html

HELP WANTED 
AGRICULTURE

FT & Seasonal Farm Tractor 
Operators & Truck Drivers for 
beet harvest & fall harvest. 
Wages DOE. Start around 
Oct. 1. Call Mark at 701- 

242-7430 or 701-640-1404

jobshq.com

Don’t wait. 
Search today.
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HERE’S HOW IT WORKS:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down 
into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 

out the order 

numbers will 

provided in 
the boxes. The 
more numbers 

easier it gets 
to solve the 
puzzle!

SUDOKU

TODAY’S PUZZLE SOLVED

CROSSWORD

ACROSS
 1.  Influential Swedish, 

Belgian clan
 6.  Swiss river
 9.  Nocturnal S. 

American rodent
13. Like coagulated milk
14. Lima is its capital
15. Lying down
16. Jai __, sport
17. Egyptian statesman
18. Napoleon Dynamite’s 

uncle
19. Renovated
21. Chadic language
22. 18-year period
23. Beverage container
24. Natural logarithm
25. The “mecca” of 

basketball
28. A way to darken
29. Mackerels
31. Actor Pitt
33. Places to buy seafood
36. True firs
38. Neither
39. Fencing sword 
41. Italian pastas
44. Island nation close to 

the U.S.
45. Begets
46. Resembles a pouch
48. __ student, learns 

healing
49. Sodium
51. Indicates position
52. The world has one
54. Partner to pains
56. Photographer
60. Chew the fat
61. Culture of the British 

Iron Age
62. Weaverbird
63. Advice or counsel
64. Asian nation
65. Brought on board
66. German river
67. Airborne (abbr.)

68. Leaf-footed bug genus 

DOWN
 1.  Mark left behind
 2.  Cry weakly
 3.  Ancient region in 

modern Syria
 4.  Farewell
 5.  Blue grass state
 6.  Genus of mosquitoes
 7.  S. Israeli city
 8.  You can get stuck in 

one
 9.  One who mistrusts 

others unjustifiably
10.  First month of ancient 

Hebrew calendar
11. Tigers legend Fielder
12.  Make more attractive
14.  Horses
17. Slight projection in 

typefaces
20.  Male parent
21.  Jack and Jill are two
23.  After B
25.  Licensed for Wall 

Street

26.  Missile with about 
600-mile range

27.  Goddesses
29. A day kids love
30.  Oily secretion
32.  One-tenth of a meter
34.  A father’s male child
35.  One point east of 

southeast
37.  Silk garments
40.  Cool!
42.  The color of anger
43.  Trade profession
47.  It can get you around
49.  Mother-of-pearl
50.  Hurt
52.  Legendary slugger 

Hank
53.  Polio vaccine 

developer
55.  Incline from vertical
56.  Sea creature
57.  Actress Kate
58.  Affirmative votes
59.  Nothing
61.  Pie _ __ mode
65.  Expresses surprise

PUZZLE SOLUTION

DIRECTORYSERVICESERVICE YOUR GUIDE TO GREAT SERVICES!
 CONSTRUCTION    GUTTERS    HANDYMAN    LAWN CARE    PAINTING    SMALL ENGINE

 CARPET CLEANING    HOUSEKEEPING    MECHANIC    ELECTRICAL    AND MORE!

218 631-2561 or for details.

GARAGE DOOR
INSTALLATION

Bill Warner, Owner
serviceone@warnergaragedoor.com

218-385-2853

MISCELLANEOUS
SERVICES

218-837-5846
email: gtsanitation@wcta.net

Optimal Customer Service.  
No contracts. No B.S.

Check us out on Facebook:  
        G&T Sanitation

WILLING TO ASSIST 
Elderly/Handicapped 

individuals with 
personal care/massage 

& other household 
duties. Will provide 

extensive background 
check. 20 mile 

demographic of 
Clarissa, MN. Call 331-

717-8943 for details. 

PEST CONTROL

BAT
  PROBLEMS?

218-531-3545

Guaranteed Results
Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates • Insured

MISCELLANEOUS
SERVICES

MISCELLANEOUS
SERVICES

Strong. Fast. Reliable.
Call Berg’s Welding & Repair
• On-Site Welding
• Custom Fabricating

30+ years experience

• Aluminum Welding
• Sandblasting

Berg’s Welding & Repair
Co. Hwy. 75 & 144, Wadena

218-631-1848
218-640-1447

MISCELLANEOUS
SERVICES

MISCELLANEOUS
SERVICES

Hwy. 10 West • Wadena • 218-631-2617 • 800-450-2617
Open M-F 8-5 • CLOSED SAT.
wadenahideandfur.com

MISCELLANEOUS
SERVICES

MISCELLANEOUS
SERVICES

• Tires (new & used): 

   Car, Truck, & Ag
• Repair

• Tubes

• Belts

• Bulbs

• Oil

• Antifreeze

Steve’s Auto & Tire & G&L Service

218-445-6885 Located in Verndale

GARAGE SALESGGAARRAAGGEE
PUBLIC/GARAGE SALES

Verndale, 56481 
Two Party Shed Sale 
1 Block East of Pirates 

Den in Verndale 
Watch for Signs-rain or shine! 
Thursday Aug 18 4-7pm 
Friday Aug 19 8am-6pm 
Garden trailer, ice auger, snow-
mobile caddy, smoker, high 
chair, pack n play, young mens 
clothing-all name brand, 
housewares, decor, game 
cleaning table, mens-XL 
scrubs size M, small wood 
stove, NCLEX review books, 
lots of misc!  

ESTATE SALES

Deer Creek, 56527 
Estate Sale 

57065 County Hwy 50 
Aug 18-19-20  8am-5pm 

Carhartt jackets, boots, tools, 
furniture, TV’s, electronics, 
quilting material, & more! 

www.apartmentsHQ.com

STATEWIDEPUBLIC NOTICE

The City of Wadena will review the 
Letter Statement of Qualifications 
and retains the right to select directly 
or conduct interviews of up to three 
(3) firms, in accordance with FAA Ad-
visory Circular 150/5100-14E. 
The City of Wadena anticipates proj-
ects to be funded in part by MnDOT
Office of Aeronautics and the FAA. All
services provided must be in compli-
ance with current MnDOT and FAA
policies and standards. 
Kim Schroeder 
City Administrator 
City of Wadena 
222 2 nd Street SE 
Wadena, MN 56482 
Interested firms should submit their
letter proposal digitally via email to 
cityadmin@wadena.org by the date
noted below. The Letter
Proposal/Statement of Qualifications
shall be no more than twenty (20)
pages total. The information should 
be submitted no later than 4:00 p.m.
on August 26, 2022. 
Additional information is available
from Kim Schroeder at the address
above, by phone at 218-632-2750, or
by email at cityadmin@wadena.org.
To ensure a fair review and selection
process, firms submitting proposals
are requested to refrain from contact-
ing other City Staff or Council Mem-
bers regarding these proposals. The
City of Wadena will review all submit-
ted Statements of Qualifications and 
will make a final determination on a
successful candidate on or about
September 13, 2022. 
8/11, 8/18

NOTICE OF SPECIAL 
MEETING OF WADENA 

INDUSTRIAL 
 DEVELOPMENT  
CORPORTATION 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, to all
creditors and Shareholders of
Wadena Industrial Development Cor-
poration that Wadena Industrial De-
velopment Corporation will conduct a 
Special Meeting of Shareholders on
October 26th, 2022, at 10:00 a.m. at
Wadena State Bank 304 1st SE
Wadena, MN 56482, to consider and
vote on dissolution of corporation.
Upon approval of majority of the
Shareholders present at the meeting, 
Wadena Industrial Development Cor-
poration will implement dissolution
proceedings. For additional informa-
tion or to notify Wadena Industrial De-
velopment Corporation of a claim
against it, please contact Wadena In-
dustrial Development Corporation
Chief Executive Officer Craig
Folkestad at 218-639-3787,
craig@gorescompany.com, or 508
South Jefferson, Wadena, MN 56482.
8/18, 8/25

PUBLIC HEARING NO-
TICE 

August 30, 2022 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that a
Public Hearing will be held before the 
Wadena City Planning Commission
on Tuesday, August 30, 2022 at 5:00
p.m., Council Chambers, City Admin-
istrative Center, 222 2nd Street SE,
to consider an application for Condi-
tional Use Permit for the parcel of
land located in northwest Wadena lo-
cated in Section 6, Township 134,
Range 35, Part of the East 1/2 of the
NorthEast 1/4 (north of 300 Block of 
Greenwood Avenue NW, Wadena,
MN) within the City of Wadena,
Wadena County. 
The purpose of the public hearing is
to receive testimony on the request to 
excavate sand from the southeast
corner of the parcel for use in road-
way reconstruction. This use will in-
clude shaping and reclaiming area
and reseeding for turf establishment
when complete. The meeting will
begin at 5 pm in the City Council
Chambers. 
If you wish to comment on the issue, 
you may do so by attending the public
hearing or by providing written com-
ment to the Planning Commission by
August 30, 2022. Written comments
may be delivered in person to the
Zoning Office, mailed to City of
Wadena – Zoning Office at PO Box
30, emailed to zoning@wadena.org,
or faxed to 218-631-7709. If you have
any questions, please call 218-631-
7711. 
DATED: August 15, 2022 
_____________________________ 
Dean Uselman 
WDA / Planning & Zoning Director 
City of Wadena 
8/18, 8/25

STATEWIDEPUBLIC NOTICE

FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION ON
MORTGAGE: None 
Dated: July 28, 2022 
Nationstar Mortgage LLC 
Mortgagee/Assignee of Mortgagee 
LIEBO, WEINGARDEN, DOBIE &
BARBEE, P.L.L.P. 
Attorneys for Mortgagee/Assignee of
Mortgagee 
4500 Park Glen Road #300 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 
(952) 925-6888 
21 - 22-001911 FC 
IN THE EVENT REQUIRED BY
FEDERAL LAW: THIS IS A COMMU-
NICATION FROM A DEBT COLLEC-
TOR. 
8/11, 8/18, 8/25, 9/1, 9/8, 9/15

NOTICE TO AIRPORT 
CONSULTANTS 
REQUEST FOR  
STATEMENT OF 

 QUALIFICATIONS 
WADENA MUNICIPAL AIRPORT 
CITY OF WADENA, MINNESOTA 
ENGINEERING AND PLANNING 

SERVICES 
The City of Wadena, Minnesota is
hereby soliciting statements of quali-
fications and experience from airport
consultants for professional on-call
airport planning, engineering, archi-
tectural, and other general advisory
services at the Wadena Municipal
Airport. 
A Master Plan and ALP is currently 
on file with MnDOT and the FAA. It
has supported development at the
airport and has identified projects
subject to receipt of federal and state
funding. These projects may include,
but are not limited, the following: 

Beacon replacement •
Snow Removal Equipment and•
attachment acquisition 
Routine airside and landside•
pavement maintenance 
Apron rehabilitation and/or re-•
construction 
Runway and taxiway rehabilita-•
tion and/or reconstruction 
Master Plan and Airport Layout•
Plan update 
T-hangar construction •
Hangar site prep and construc-•
tion 
Fuel system upgrade and re-•
placement 
Airfield lighting improvements •
Airfield navigational aid im-•
provements 
Miscellaneous environmental•
studies 

The required services include, but
are not limited to, architecture and
engineering services for planning,
preliminary and final design, bidding
and construction phase services in-
cluding incidental special services for
projects funded under the FAA Air-
port Improvement Program. 
Projects are expected to follow all ap-
plicable requirements of FAA Advi-
sory Circulars and must meet current
requirements for FAA funded proj-
ects. 
A qualification based selection
process conforming to FAA Advisory
Circular 150/5100-14E will be uti-
lized. Fee information will not be con-
sidered in the selection process and 
must not be submitted with the state-
ment of qualifications. Negotiations
for consulting fees will be accom-
plished after a firm has been se-
lected. Selection Criteria will include:

Recent experience in airport•
projects similar to the Wadena
Municipal Airport, 
Understanding and capability•
to perform all aspects of proj-
ect, 
Availability and qualifications of •
the proposed team, 
Reputation and work product of •
the firm, 
Consultant qualifications. •

Fees will be negotiated for projects as 
federal funds become available.
Prospective Consultants 
are advised that applied overhead
rates must be in accordance with the
cost principals established 
within Federal Regulation 48 CFR
Part 31, Contract Cost Principles and
Procedures. 
The Statement of Qualifications
should include: 
1. A brief history of the firm, number
of employees, and airport planning
and engineering experience. 
2. Team members of the firm that will 
be assigned to Crookston. 
3. A listing of airport sponsor experi-
ence with references. 
4. Evidence of the firms Affirmative
Action Program. 
Th Ci f W d ill i h

STATEWIDEPUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF  
MORTGAGE  

FORECLOSURE SALE 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION. 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that
default has occurred in conditions of
the following described mortgage: 
DATE OF MORTGAGE: July 15,
2003 
MORTGAGOR: Shaun Thornton and
Heidi Thornton, Husband and Wife. 
MORTGAGEE: Washington Mutual
Bank, FA. 
DATE AND PLACE OF RECORD-
ING: Recorded July 23, 2003
Wadena County Recorder, Docu-
ment No. 203590 as modified by
Court Order Recorded October 4,
2017 as Document No. 248057. 
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:
Assigned to: JPMorgan Chase Bank,
National Association. Dated April 18,
2017 Recorded May 8, 2017, as Doc-
ument No. 246776. And thereafter as-
signed to: Bayview Loan Servicing,
LLC. Dated April 18, 2017 Recorded
May 8, 2017, as Document No.
246777. And thereafter assigned to: 
Nationstar Mortgage LLC. Dated
June 28, 2022 Recorded June 28,
2022, as Document No. 262035. 
TRANSACTION AGENT: NONE 
TRANSACTION AGENT’S MORT-
GAGE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER
ON MORTGAGE: NONE 
LENDER OR BROKER AND MORT-
GAGE ORIGINATOR STATED ON
MORTGAGE: Washington Mutual
Bank, FA 
RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE SER-
VICER: Nationstar Mortgage LLC
d/b/a RightPath Servicing 
MORTGAGED PROPERTY AD-
DRESS: 14553 274th Street, Se-
beka, MN 56477 
TAX PARCEL I.D. #: 110024020 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROP-
ERTY: 
The Northwest Quarter (NW ¼) of
the Southeast Quarter (SE ¼) except 
the North 660 feet of the West 330
feet, Section 2, Township 136 North,
Range 35 West, Wadena County,
Minnesota. 
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS
LOCATED: Wadena 
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF
MORTGAGE: $72,000.00 
AMOUNT DUE AND CLAIMED TO
BE DUE AS OF DATE OF NOTICE, 
INCLUDING TAXES, IF ANY, PAID
BY MORTGAGEE: $71,691.64 
That prior to the commencement of
this mortgage foreclosure proceeding
Mortgagee/Assignee of Mortgagee
complied with all notice requirements 
as required by statute; That no action
or proceeding has been instituted at
law or otherwise to recover the debt
secured by said mortgage, or any
part thereof; 
PURSUANT to the power of sale con-
tained in said mortgage, the above
described property will be sold by the
Sheriff of said county as follows: 
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: October
4, 2022 at 10:00 AM 
PLACE OF SALE: Sheriff’s Office,
Entrance to Law Enforcement Center, 
Wadena County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, Wadena, MN to pay the debt
then secured by said Mortgage, and
taxes, if any, on said premises, and
the costs and disbursements, includ-
ing attorneys fees allowed by law
subject to redemption within twelve
(12) months from the date of said
sale by the mortgagor(s), their per-
sonal representatives or assigns un-
less reduced to Five (5) weeks under
MN Stat. §580.07. 
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE PROP-
ERTY: If the real estate is an owner-
occupied, single-family dwelling,
unless otherwise provided by law, the 
date on or before which the mort-
gagor(s) must vacate the property if
the mortgage is not reinstated under
section 580.30 or the property is not 
redeemed under section 580.23 is
11:59 p.m. on October 4, 2023, un-
less that date falls on a weekend  or
legal holiday, in which case it is the 
next weekday, and unless the re-
demption period is reduced to 5
weeks under MN Stat. Secs. 580.07. 
MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION ON

www.apartmentsHQ.com

STATEWIDEPUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF  
MORTGAGE  

FORECLOSURE SALE 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION. 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: That
default has occurred in the conditions 
of the following described mortgage: 
DATE OF MORTGAGE: May 7, 2018
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF
MORTGAGE: $37,000.00 
MORTGAGOR(S): Patricia L. Mikel 
MORTGAGEE: Mid-Central National
Bank f/k/a Mid-Central Federal Sav-
ings Bank 
TRANSACTION AGENT AND
MORTGAGE ID: Alanna Burns
(665496) 
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING:
Recorded on May 11, 2018 as Docu-
ment Number 249619 with the
Wadena County Recorder’s Office. 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROP-
ERTY: 
Lot 4, Block 1, Merickel’s Addition to
Wadena, Minnesota 
Tax Parcel: 22.580.0040 
STREET ADDRESS OF PROP-
ERTY: 
316 Garfield Ave. SW, Wadena MN 
56482 
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS
LOCATED: Wadena County, Min-
nesota 
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON THE
DATE OF THE 
NOTICE: $39,782.34 
THAT no action or proceeding has
been instituted at law to recover the
debt secured by said 
mortgage, or any part thereof; that
there has been compliance with all
pre-foreclosure notice and 
acceleration requirements of said
mortgage, and/or applicable statutes; 
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as
follows: 
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: Septem-
ber 20, 2022 at 10:00 AM 
PLACE OF SALE: Wadena County
Sheriff’s Office at 415 South Jeffer-
son Street, Wadena, MN 56482 
to pay the debt then secured by said
mortgage and taxes, if any actually
paid by the mortgagee, on the prem-
ises and the costs and disburse-
ments allowed by law. The time
allowed by law for redemption by said
mortgagor(s), their personal repre-
sentatives or assigns is six (6)
months from the date of sale. 
Unless said mortgage is reinstated or
the property redeemed, or unless the 
time for redemption is reduced by ju-
dicial order, you must vacate the
premises by 11:59 p.m. on March 20,
2023. 
MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION ON
MORTGAGE: NONE 
“THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW FOR 
REDEMPTION BY THE MORT-
GAGOR, THE MORTGAGOR’S
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES
OR ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED
TO 
FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL
ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER MIN-
NESOTA STATUTES, SECTION
582.032, DETERMINING, AMONG
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE MORT-
GAGED PREMISES ARE IM-
PROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL
DWELLING OF LESS THAN FIVE
UNITS, ARE NOT PROPERTY
USED IN AGRICULTURAL PRO-
DUCTION, AND ARE ABAN-
DONED.” 
Dated: July 27, 2022 
SEVERSON PORTER LAW 
Kurt W. Porter (Reg. No. 0391461) 
Severson Porter Law 
319 South Sixth Street 
Brainerd, MN 56401 
(218) 692-6999 
kurt@seversonporter.com 
THIS IS A COMMUNICATION FROM
A DEBT COLLECTOR. 
8/4, 8/11, 8/18, 8/25, 9/1, 9/8

JOBSHQ.COM

DON’T WAIT.
SEARCH TODAY.

Never too late 
to go after your 
dream JOB!JOB!

Find it here.

Thinking about 
a new JOB?

Start here.
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Wadena-Deer Creek-Bluffton 
Community Education is hosting a 
charter bus trip to the Minnesota 

State Fair on Saturday, August 27!!

The cost is $45 per person. Students 
under 18 must be accompanied by an 

adult. Registration deadline  
is Friday, August 19.

For more information or to register, 
call Kyle in the Community Education 

office at 218-632-2323.
Join us at the

MERICKEL LUMBER

NOT SO MINI  
STORAGE

Need a place to store your  
boat, camper or pontoon?

20’W x 20’D and 20’W x 40’D  
cold storage units available

For more information
Call Sarah at 218-631-3570

Coming September 1st!!

For full schedule of events go to 
www.england-prairie.org

England Prairie
43rd Annual

14229 County Road 1 • Verndale, MN
Fri., Sat., Sun., Aug. 26, 27, 28, 2022

NEW:  Car Show, Flea Market/Swap Meet
Friday Night: Dinner, Blommel Family Band

Saturday: Thresher’s Breakfast, Antique Tractor Pull, 

Nowthen Ramblers, Parade, Bounce house, Kids Games, 

Petting Barn, Stilt Walker, FOOD

Sunday: Worship Services, Draft Horses Demo,  

Plow Down, Fred Walter Music, Parade, Bingo

Bluegrass/Gospel band from Texas performing 
at Motley United Methodist Church
A free will offering will be taken.

Motley United Methodist Church is located at 
847 3rd Ave. S. For more information, call 218-352-6466 

or visit the church’s website at www.motleyumc.net

The Purple Hulls 
SUNDAY, AUG. 28, 2 P.M.

WADENA — The PACT 
Act is a new law that 
expands Veteran Affairs 
health care and bene-
fits for Veterans exposed 
to burn pits and other 
toxic substances. This 
law helps the VA pro-
vide generations of Vet-
erans and their survi-
vors with the care and 
benefits they’ve earned 
and deserve, according to 
a Veteran Affairs news 
release.

These cancers are now 
presumptive for burn 
pits:

• Brain cancer
• Gastrointestinal can-

cer of any type
• Glioblastoma
• Head cancer of any 

type
• Kidney cancer
• Lymphatic cancer of 

any type
• Lymphoma of any 

type
• Melanoma
• Neck cancer
• Pancreatic cancer
• Reproductive cancer 

of any type
• Respiratory (breath-

ing-related) cancer of 
any type

These illnesses are now 
presumptive for burn 
pits:

• Asthma that was 
diagnosed after service

• Chronic bronchitis
• Chronic obstruc-

tive pulmonary disease 
(COPD)

• Chronic rhinitis
• Chronic sinusitis
• Constrictive bron-

chiolitis or obliterative 
bronchiolitis

• Emphysema
• Granulomatous dis-

ease
• Interstitial lung dis-

ease (ILD)
• Pleuritis
• Pulmonary fibrosis
• Sarcoidosis
This also means that 

veterans who could not 
get health care due to 
income or No SC now will 
be eligible. It is recom-
mended that all veter-
ans who were exposed to 
burn pits should register 
at

https://www.publi-
chealth.va.gov/expo-

sures/burnpits/registry.
asp

For agent orange 
exposed veterans, two 
new service connections 
have been added to the 
Agent Orange registry

• Hypertension
• Monoclonal gammop-

athy of undetermined 
significance (MGUS)

There are also new 
locations added to the AO 
presumptive list:

• Any U.S. or Royal Thai 
military base in Thailand 
from January 9, 1962, 
through June 30, 1976

• Laos from Dec. 1, 
1965, through Sept. 30, 
1969

• Cambodia at Mimot 
or Krek, Kampong Cham 
Province from April 16, 
1969, through April 30, 
1969

• Guam or American 
Samoa or in the territo-
rial waters off of Guam 
or American Samoa from 
January 9, 1962, through 
July 30, 1980

• Johnston Atoll or on a 
ship that called at John-
ston Atoll from January 1, 
1972, through September 
30, 1977

New ionizing radiation 
registry locations added:

• Cleanup of Enewetak 
Atoll, from Jan. 1, 1977, 
through Dec. 31, 1980

• Cleanup of the Air 
Force B-52 bomber car-
rying nuclear weapons 
off the coast of Palo-
mares, Spain, from Jan. 
17, 1966, through March 
31, 1967

• Response to the fire 
onboard an Air Force 
B-52 bomber carrying 
nuclear weapons near 
Thule Air Force Base in 
Greenland from Jan. 21, 
1968, to Sept. 25, 1968

Veterans should con-
tact their Veteran Service 
Officer or County Veter-
an Service Officer if they 
wish to apply for any of 
these presumptive con-
ditions for VA Compen-
sation and or VA Health 
Care.

You can contact your 
local Wadena County VSO 
at (218) 631-7617 or by 
email at david.ander-
son@wcmn.us.

Get help 
understanding 
veteran benefits 
from the PACT Act

WADENA — A total 
of 1,158 exhibits kept 
4-H members, judges, 
parents and organizers 
more than a little busy 
during the 2022 Wadena 
County Fair.

The 4-H volunteers 
went through more than 
60 gallons of ice cream 
and sold out more than 
half of their menu items 
at the food stand.

New to the competi-
tion was cake decorating, 
one that was welcomed 
by guests who were able 
to sample the delicacies. 
Ten members took part 
in the inaugural event.

Check out how partici-
pants fared in this year’s 
county fair.

Exhibits
Aerospace
Lydia Vandermay – 315 
Rocket (Champion)
Casen Pickar – 1151 rocket 
(Reserve Champion)
Agronomy
Jayma Lawson – Poster 
and Jar of Manure Tea 
(Champion)
Matia Pauly – Poster 
Soybeans (Res. Champion)
Banners
Ambitious – 4H Steers You 
(Champions)
4 Corners – Take a Shot @ 
4H (Res. Champion)
Junior Citizens – 4-H is right 
up your alley
West Jolly Jets – Head Hearts 
Hands Health Quilt
Booths
West Jolly Jets Champion
Leaf River Builders (Res. 
Champion)
Spirit Clovers
Wadena Juniors
Bicycle
Colton Johnson – Bike 
(Champion)
Katreina Ellingson
Child & Family Development
Lydia Vandermay – 
Babysitting Kit (Champion)
Aubrey Smith – Babysitting Kit 
(Res. Champ)
Eve Parker – Rock, Paper, 
scissors game
Demonstration
Mazie Hopp – Making a Quilt 
(Champion in Non-livestock)
Jayma Lawson – Making 
Soap (Res. Champion in non-
livestock)
Lily Parker – Chickens 
(Champion in livestock)
Charlie Snyder – Chickens 
(Champion in Livestock)
Olivia Neal – Trapping 
Gophers
Jayma Lawson – Milking 
Goats (Res. Champion in 
Livestock)
Cake Decorating
Kayla Meeks
Lily Parker
Stephanie Kovar
Citizenship
Lily Parker – Changing 
Chicken Ordinances
Teagen Kempenich – 
American Flag
Clothing and Textiles

Aubrey Smith – T-shirt 
Dress (Champion Upcycled 
Clothing)
Mattea Smith – Blue Formal 
Dress Champion Purchased
Eve Parker – Pillow Case 
(Champion Sewn non-
garment)
Sena Lehmann – Jeans Res. 
Champion Purchased
Community Pride
Wadena Juniors – 4H Block 
Party Champions
Leaf River Builders – Toy 
Drive Res. Champions
Pine Cone – Menahga 
Memorial Day Program
West Jolly Jets – Church 
Cleanup Sebeka
Spirit Clover – Sr Center 
cleanup and plantings
Crafts
Olivia Neal – Barn Quilt 
(Champion)
Casey Homberg – Pinecone 
Wreath (Res. Champ)
Charli Snyder – Tin Cut
Colleen Malone – 5 painted 
records
Emma Jackson – Purse made 
of Beads
Hana Eitel – Butterfly
Samuel Hooper – Painting
Ellie Goldberg – Rocks
Ben Rutten – Mirror
Blake Eitel – Metal Vehicle
Fine Arts
Kami Hoemberg – Oil Painting 
(Champion)
Lily Parker – Chicken Dragon 
(Res. Champion)
Macey Goeden – Iron Man
Stephanie Kovar – Deer Head
Mazie Hopp – Painted Eggs
Lilian Huls – Goldfish
Carter Hoemberg – 
Snowmobile Drawing
Adam Horstmann – Monster
Olivia Neal – Tree Painting
Gunner Wegscheid – Semi 
Drawing
Creative Writing
Lily Parker – Poem Snow 
Champion
Kami Hoemberg – Poem 
Fulfilled Res. Champion
Mazie Hopp – Men vs. 
Women Friends
Kayla Meeks – Writing 
(2poems)
Lily Parker – Poem Opposites
Kami Hoemberg – Writing 
Storm
Mazie Hopp – Kalimba How 
To
Engineering Design
Chauncy Hopp
Exploring Animals
Emmet Jackson – Spray in 
Rabbits Display (Champ)
Chloe Horstmann – Kagu 
Poster (Res. Champ)
Jayma Lawson – Dairy Cow 
Poster
Blake Eitel – American 
Mustang Book
Raleigh Parker – Egg Layer 
Display
Teagan Kempennich – 
Brahma Book
Katrina Ellingson – Silver Fox 
Poster
Emmett Ellingson - Kelenken
Fashion Revue
Mattea Smith – Blue Formal 
Dress (Champion Revue 
Purchased)
Aubrey Smith – Shirt Dress 
(Champion Revue Upcycled)
Mattea Smith – Blue Formal 
Dre (Purchased)
Sena Lehmann – Jeans (Res. 
Champion Revue-upcycled)
Mazie Hopp – Dress

Fishing Sports
Eli Rutten (Champion)
Teagen Kempenich (Res. 
Champion)
Foods & Nutrition
Kami Hoemberg – Cream 
Puffs (Champion)
Lily Parker – French Bread 
(Res. Champion)
Charlie Snyder – Decorated 
Layer Cake
Mazie Hopp – Food Plan & 
Record
Hallie Wegschied – 
Strawberry Pie
Ellie Goldberg – Bundt Cake
Eve Parker – Brownie Bomb 
Bars
Garret Dunn – Pumpkin Pie
Food Preservation
Clara Neal – Canned Beans 
(Champion)
Ellie Goldberg – Apple 
Rhubarb Jam (Res. 
Champion)
Eve Parker – Dehydrated 
Banana Chips
Clara Neal – Canned Beets
Ellie Goldberg – Rhubarb Jam
Health & Wellness
Teagen Kempenich – Rethink 
Your Drink Champion
Home Environment
Mattea Smith - Trunk 
(Champion)
Caleb Smith – Chair (Res 
Champ)
Colleen Malone – Window 
Memory Box
Ellie Goldberg – Repurposed 
Metal Display
Horseless Horse
Teagen Kempenich 
(Champion)
Savannah Scheff
Horse Related
Anika Neal (Champion)
Horticulture
Charli Snyder – Blue Crate & 
Tins (Champion)
Coleen Malone – Wagon 
Wheel (Res. Champion)
Stephanie Kovar – Pot of 
Flowers
Olivia Neal – Flower
Chloe Costin – Succulents in 
Cross
Riley Schermerhorn – 
Chicken Garden
Hana Eitel – Planter
Hank Lehmann
Ellie Goldberg – Herb Plants
Chloe Horstmann
Industrial Technology
Jotham Wolsvik – Oar 
(Champion)
Emma Malone – Table (Res. 
Champion)
Caleb Smith – Chair
Eugene Reger – Book Shelf
Drew Beyatt – Chicken Coop
Paige Heller – Dog Feeder
Emma Malone – Lamp Stand
Mattea Smith – Metal Flower
Eli Rutten – Table
Mechanical Science
Jotham Wolsvik (Champion)
Natural Resources
Ashley Kovar – Isopods 
(Champion)
Teagen Kempenich – Maple 
Syrup (Res. Champion)
Garrett Yungbauer – Fish of 
MN
Garrett Dunn – Geodes
Wyatt Connell – Snake
Garrett Yungbauer – Tree ID
Mazie Hopp – Gold Paper
Teagen Kempenich – Trees
Mazie Hopp – Deforestation 
Paper
Needle Arts
Kayla Meeks – Buffalo Plaid 
Blanket w/ Fur (Champion)

Ellie Goldberg – Flower
Needle Work (Reserve 
Champion)
Ellie Goldberg – Mushroom 
Needle Work
Pets
Hana Eitel – Caring for Cats 
(Champion)
Teagan Kenpennich – 
Shemius Mckoy Display (Res. 
Champ)
Stephanie Kovar – What a 
bunny needs
Hana Eitel – My dog Buck 
display
Clara Neal – Health in Cats
Emmet Ellingson – Dodo Bird
Photography
Carson Dunn – Duluth water/
Tree (Champion in Photo
Manipulation)
Anika Neal – Irrigation ( 
Champion in Elements of
Photography)
Elliote Allen – Mountains 
(Reserve Champion in 
Elements of Photography)
Asher Hoeper – Hay Bale 
(Reserve Champion in Photo 
Manipulation)
Tegan Kempenich – Waterfall
Katrina Ellingson – Green
Plant Close up
Lydia Vandermay – Sunset
Anika Neal – Flower Close up
Olivia Neal – Dog in the Grass
Katrina Ellingson – White 
Flowers
Plastic Sculpture
Kevin Dailey (Champion)
Mazie Hopp (Res. Champion)
Quilting
Kayla Meeks – Quilt 
(Champion)
Lily Parker – Quilt (Reserve 
Champion)
Science of Animals
Emma Jackson (Champion)
Ashley Kovar
Self-Determined
Mazie Hopp – 1920’s In a Bag 
Champion
Adam Horstmann – Salt & 
Eggs Poster Res. Champion
Maria Januszewski – Cold as 
Ice
Emmet Ellingson –
Archeopteryr
Shooting Sports
Teagen Kempennich
(Champion)
Elliot Allen (Res. Champion)
Everett Allen
Technology
Carlos Bauer – Language
Display (Champion)
Vegetable, Fruit & Herb 
Gardening
Lilly Parker – Tea Herb
(Champion)
Anika Neal – Kale (Res. 
Champion)
Veterinary Science
Faith Koning (Champion)
Lydia Vandermay (Res. 
Champion)
Teagen Kempenich
Mazie Hopp
Wildlife Biology & 
Management
Olivia Neal – Gopher Trapping 
display (Champ)
Asher Hoeper – Sandhill 
Crane (Res. Champ)
Samuel Hoeper – Wild Turkey 
Display
Teagan Kempennich –
National Park Book
Finn Costin – Robin Poster 
and Nest Box
Anika Neal – Whitetail Deer
Mazie Hopp – Animals Book
Blake Eitel – Wood Duck 
House

Wadena County Fair 4-H exhibit results



By Kirsti Marohn
MPR News

BRAINERD — An 
aquifer breach in 
north-central Minne-
sota caused by con-
struction on the Line 
3 oil pipeline is leak-
ing more groundwater, 
the state Department of 
Natural Resources said 
this week.

The site near LaSal-
le Creek in Hub-
bard County is one 
of three places where 
crews installing the 
Enbridge-owned pipe-
line last year caused 
uncontrolled flows of 
groundwater.

DNR staff visited the 
site this spring and 
found that Enbridge’s 
repairs were largely 
successful, though they 
identified the need for 
more monitoring and 
assessment, according 
to spokesperson Gail 
Nosek.

But on July 11, 
Enbridge informed the 
DNR that addition-
al groundwater had 
emerged from the site. 
About 20 gallons per 
minute of groundwater 
is flowing out of the 
ground — about one-

fifth of the flow from 
the original breach, the 
DNR stated.

Opponents of the 
Line 3 pipeline are call-
ing for an independent 
panel of scientists to 
study the environmen-
tal impacts of the pipe-
line construction.

Jami Gaither is 
a retired engineer 
working with Waa-
dookawaad Amikwag, 
or Those Who Help 
Beaver, a citizen sci-
ence group that has 
used drones and ther-
mal imaging to monitor 
the breaches.

“Every single thing 
that we’ve seen happen 
along this corridor was 
predicted by citizens, 
by scientists by Indig-
enous leadership — 
people who understand 
this land, who live in 
this land, who depend 
on this land for their 
life,” she said.

Gaither said pres-
surized aquifers feed 
natural springs that in 
turn, supply wetlands 
and fens with ground-
water.

“When we breach 
that, we no longer have 
the pressure, because 

it’s being bled off in 
other places, to allow 
those natural springs 
that people rely on to 
continue to be pres-
ent,” she said. “They 
basically disappear 
from the landscape.”

The DNR said it’s 
ordered Enbridge 
to develop a plan to 
address the flow.

The agency also said 
it’s working on an 
enforcement resolution 
to address all of the 
aquifer breach sites and 
hold Enbridge account-
able for their resto-
ration.

In an email, Enbridge 
spokesperson Juli Kell-
ner said the company 
is developing a sup-
plemental corrective 
action plan in coordi-
nation with state agen-
cies.

Kellner said the com-
pany takes protecting 
the environment seri-
ously, and continues to 
work with regulatory 
agencies at the three 
sites on ongoing resto-
ration and monitoring.

WADENA — Local 
results are in for the 
Tuesday, Aug. 9, pri-
mary. All precincts are 
included in reporting.

Wadena County 
Commission Dist. 1

Don Burns: 23.3%
Ron Noon: 63.35%
Victor Kern: 13.35%
(The top two vote-get-

ters will appear on the 
November ballot. Cur-
rent commissioner Shel-
don Monson is running 
for House Dist. 5B)

Wadena  
County Sheriff

Milo Scott: 25.68%
Mike Carr, Jr. (incum-

bent): 71.96%
Jason Hofer: 2.36%
The top two vote-get-

ters, Carr and Scott, will 
appear on the November 
ballot.

House District 5B
Mike Wiener: 50.48% 

or 2,100 votes
Sheldon Monson: 

49.52% or 2,060 votes
Wiener beat out Mon-

son, a Wadena County 
Commissioner, by just 
1 percent of the votes. 
Monson acknowledged 
the loss on the follow-
ing day but was gracious 
to the 2,000-plus voters 
that showed him support 
in a Facebook posting on 
August 10.

“From the beginning 
we have ran our cam-
paign with integrity and 
honesty, worked very 
hard, and tried to con-
nect with as many vot-
ers as possible,” the post 
read.

“At the end of the day, 
I came up 40 votes short. 
It was a very close race, 
but unfortunately some 
things that happened 
during the campaign 
were outside of our con-
trol. I am honored to 
have earned the trust 
of 2,060 people from 
around this district. Your 
trust and support means 
the world. As I turn to 
the next chapter, I look 
forward to the things 
that God has ahead.”

House District 5B 
includes areas in Wade-
na County, Cass Coun-
ty, Morrison County and 
Todd County.

Wiener, 46, resides in 
Long Prairie, Minn., with 
his wife Amber and nine 
children. He has been on 
the Todd County Plan-
ning and Zoning Board 
and served as the Todd 
County Republicans dep-
uty chair.

Wiener is a business 
owner of the Produce 
Animal Bedding and Bio-
mass Trucking Company 
and a beef farmer.

Wiener will face-
off against Indepen-
dence-Alliance candi-
date Gregg Hendrickson 
in the general election 
this Nov. 8. No DFL can-
didate filed to run for 
office in House District 
5B.

Minnesota Senate 
District 5

Paul Utke — 57%, or 
5,027 votes

Bret Bussman — 
32%, or 2,832 votes

Dale A. P. Anderson 
— 10%, or 907 votes

(All three are Repub-
lican candidates. The 
winner of the primary, 
Utke, will appear on the 
ballot against DFLer A. 
John Peters.)

Minnesota Senate 
District 9

Jordan Rasmusson 
— 52%, or 5,738 votes

Nathan Miller — 
48%, or 5,385 votes

(Both are Republicans. 
The winner of the pri-
mary, Rasmussen, will 
appear on the ballot 
against DFL-endorsed 
Cornel Walker of Fergus 
Falls this November.)

Congressional 
District 7

Jill Abasain: 59.08%
Alycia R. Gruenhagen: 

40.92%
(Both are DFL and 

Abasain will take on 
Independent candidate 
Travis “Bull” Johnson 
and Republican Michelle 
Fischbach in the Novem-
ber election.)

Congressional 
District 8

Pete Stauber (Republi-
can): 90.84%

Harry Welty (Republi-
can): 9.16%

Jen Schultz (DFL): 
86.4%

John Munter (DFL): 
13.6%

(The winner from each 
party will advance to the 
November election.)

A highly contested race 
on Aug. 9 was Senate 
District 5: Paul Utke, an 
incumbent state senator, 
defeated two primary 
challengers — GOP-en-
dorsed Bret Bussman 
and Dale A. P. Anderson. 
Utke received 57% of 
the primary votes, with 
Bussman and Anderson 
taking in 32% and 10%, 
respectively.

Bussman received the 
GOP endorsement during 
the District 5 nominating 
convention, which left 
the incumbent senator 
to push through the pri-
mary season without the 
backing of his own party.

Utke, of Park Rapids, 
said redistricting gave 
him a lot more neighbors 
to go out and meet, but 
it’s something he looks 
forward to.

“This district was, 
roughly, 65% new ter-
ritory, so it was a lot like 
starting from scratch,” 
he said. “It was new, 
and we weren’t known 
yet, so we had to go 
out and cover all of our 
bases. The reception 
and help was wonderful 
throughout, and in the 
end kind of got what we 
thought was coming and 
everything was coming 
together really well.”

Utke also said getting 
past the primaries was a 
goal, but now he wants 
to continue meeting as 
many people as possible 
in the coming weeks and 
months.

“It’s a typical cam-
paign now,” he said. 
“The parades that are 
left, the events that are 
left ... we’ll do all the 
maintenance and all the 
things we need to do and 
at the same time, I’m 
hoping to get out there 
and help others running 
in their own general 
election races. So, we’ll 
be covering the state on 
the road just as much as 
we possibly can.”
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Stock up for the year!

WIN
$5,000
FOR GROCERIES!

dl-online.news/win

Enter for your chance to win August 1-29

PILLOW 
CLEANING

(drop off starting at 7:30am, same day pickup)

Friday,  
August 26 

7:30AM-3:30PM 
Where: 

Wadena VFW  
(use side door)

Sponsored by: 
Wadena VFW 

Post 3922 Auxiliary

• Cleaned

• Deodorized

• Sanitized

• Fluffed

NEED CONCRETE?NEED CONCRETE?
• Pole buildings
• Garages
• Aprons
• Basements
• Driveways
• Monolithic slabs
•  Pre-Cast wall 

systems

We mix our own 
concrete. 

218-849-2624mobilereadymix.com

Mobile Ready Mix  

Call Roger for a free estimate

WWWe miiix our ownn
We do flatwork.

31ST

ALEXANDRIA, MN • AUGUST 27 & 28, 2022
SATURDAY 8 A.M. - 5 P.M. | SUNDAY 9 A.M. - 3 P.M.

GUNS AND RELATED ITEMS • BUY • SELL • TRADE • DISPLAY

PUBLIC INVITED • $5 ADMISSION Children 14 and under must be with adults

EACH TICKET GOOD FOR ONE CHANCE ON DOOR PRIZE GUN 

FOOD ON PREMISES | FREE PARKING

37th

24 HOUR SECURITY • NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR THEFT, ACCIDENTS OR INJURY

Disc 8ft. to 22ft.
WE HAVE ALL YOUR FOOD PLOT NEEDS

Quality Used Tractors & Equipment
Kubota B8200 w/tiller .......................... $4,000.00
JD2630/loader ................................... $12,500.00
MN Haywagon ........................................ $675.00
IH 8ft wheel disc..... ............................. $1,550.00
Oliver 770 G......................................... $1,950.00
JD220 Bean Head ................................ $1,500.00
JD520 G w/3pt .................................... $2,950.00
JD 5ft rotary mower-trailer type... ........... $925.00
Int 1086 (needs work) .......................... $5,500.00
Dodge 1 1/2 Ton Truck-Restored .......... $8,000.00
IH 1150 Grinder Mixer .......................... $1,950.00
IH56 Corn Planter ................................... $1,275.00
JD 158 Loader ..................................... $2,450.00
JD 8ft Disc ........................................... $1,550.00
5 ft. Rotary Brush Cutter ......................... $595.00
NH BR740 Baler ................................... $9,500.00
WD45 AC w/3pt ................................... $2,500.00
24ft. Free Standing Corral Panels .........$345.00 ea.
Faza 10 wheel v rake ........................... $3,950.00
Oliver 88 .............................................. $2,950.00
JD494A Planter ...................................... $1,250.00
Gehl 9 wheel inline .............................. $2,450.00
3pt. 720 IH Plow .................................. $2,450.00
Schulz Manure Spreader ........................ $1,675.00
NH 455 Mower ....................................... $1,250.00
 Gehl 10 wheel v rake 3pt ....................... $975.00

218-837-5617
12731 296th St.

Sebeka, MN

Wadena area primary 
election results

Line 3 aquifer breach 
leaking groundwater



 WADENAPJ.COM  WADENA PIONEER JOURNAL   |   THURSDAY, AUGUST 18, 2022   |   15

WADENA: 218-631-1020 | BLUFFTON: 218-385-2559
HTTP:/LEAFRIVERAG.COM  

Bluff Creek Outdoors
35305 585TH AVE Bluffton, MN

(218) 385-3576

ph: 218-330-7115 • Sell@FischerSales.com 
www.fischersales.com

Visit our website for more information on 
our Saturday, August 27th Consignment Sale!Wadena, MN • 218-639-6679

16 Dayton  

Ave SW 

Wadena, MN  

56482 

218-631-1044

• Flatbed
• Haul to Hire
• 48 States

218-462-2611

Owners, Darren & Pennie Astle

29744 530th Ave.
Deer Creek, MN 56527

208 Baker St. N. 
P.O. Box 315 
Deer Creek, MN 56527 
Phone: (218) 462-2607 
Fax: (218) 462-2508 
www.strongform.net

www.wadenastatebank.com

Drive-thru Open Saturdays 8AM - Noon
BLUFFTON • DEER CREEK • WADENA #10 Sales, LLC

218-385-3010 • Highway 10 East, New York Mills, MN

www.gibbsautos.com

Quality Used Cars & Trucks

For a free, no obligation consultation, 
contact AMP Electric Inc. today!

consultation,lllltationFor a free no obligation cconsucons

Over 30 Years Experience
Monday-Friday 8-5

218-298-2661
108 Leaf River Road Bluffton MN

Residential Agricultural Commercial
Locally Owner and Operated

Inc.

BIG OR SMALL, WE DO IT ALL

Bluffton: 218-385-2426 • Perham: 218-346-3405
franksautobodyofperham.com   

Glass • Collision Repair 
Restoration

Cars, Trucks, Semis,  
Buses and More

Polaris ATV’s - Rangers RZR’s - Snowmobiles
SALES AND  
SERVICE.

Backhoe & Excavating Work
Sewer Systems

Basements · Waterlines

LICENSED, BONDED AND INSURED

BLUFFTON
HARDWARE, INC

218-385-2701
www.blufftonhardware.com

Friday, August 19th
6:00 p.m. · Parking Lot Party @ DJ’s Powerhouse Cruise In & Show Off 

your favorite Hot Rod! Have supper with US & Finish the Night  

by JAMMIN’ with

6:30 p.m. · Bluffton Braves Kid’s Wiffle Ball Games 

8:00 p.m. · Movie in the Park  

Live Music  

Fireworks@9:30p.m.

Saturday, August 20th
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Trowbridge Petting Zoo  

11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. · Kid’s Inflatables  
Noon · First Mosquito Hunt Clue Posted  

2:00 p.m. · Coin Scramble  
3:00 p.m. · Parade  

4:00 p.m. · Bean Bag Tournament  
4:00 p.m. · Eric’s Dance Band in Community Center  

4:00 p.m. · NYM FFA Pedal Pull  
6:00 p.m. · Bike Giveaway  
7:00 p.m. · Raffle Drawing  

7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. · Axe Throwing  
8:30 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. · Street Dance Featuring…

NO COVER CHARGE

Thank you to  
these local 

businesses for 
sponsoring this ad.

7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.  Axe Throwing
30 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. · Street Dance Featuring…Join us!

By Alex Derosier
Wadena Pioneer Journal

ST. PAUL — State reg-
ulators will require four 
Minnesota natural gas 
utilities to pay around 
$58.7 million in costs they 
incurred during severe 
winter weather in 2021, 
reducing the amount cus-
tomers will have to bear.

Severe cold weather 
across the southern U.S. in 
February 2021 sent ener-
gy prices soaring across 
the U.S. due to gas sup-
ply disruptions and a spike 
in demand. While the 
weather had a particular-
ly severe effect on Texas’ 
power grid, customers in 
Minnesota ended up see-
ing significant increas-
es in prices. Customers 
of the state’s gas utilities 
ended up getting charged 
around $660 million more 
than they normally would  
in February.

Attorney General Keith 
Ellison, the Citizens Utility 
Board and the state com-
merce department brought 
the matter before the 
Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission one year ago, 
arguing the utility compa-
nies had not done enough 
to manage the price spike 
and overcharged custom-
ers. An administrative 
court earlier this year ruled 
the utilities could charge 
the full $660 million, but 
the utility commission 
voted Thursday, Aug. 11, 
for four gas utilities to eat 
nearly $60 million of that 
bill.

“Though Minnesotans 
were fortunate to receive 
reliable gas service during 
the February 2021 storm, 
the utilities spent millions 
more than they needed to 
on expensive gas, think-
ing that customers would 
foot the bill,” said Brian 

Edstrom, Senior Regulato-
ry Advocate at the Citizens 
Utility Board, a custom-
er advocacy group. “The 
PUC (Thursday) told them 
that this is unacceptable in 
Minnesota.”

Advocates argued the 
utilities failed to use back-
up gas reserves effective-
ly, poorly forecast demand 
and did not cut off inter-
ruptible customers.

Under the commission’s 
decision, Xcel Energy must 
pay $19 million, Center-
Point Energy must pay 
$35.7 million, and Great 
Plains Energy must pay 
$845,000. The commission 
also approved a settlement 
where Minnesota Energy 
Resources Corp. must save 
its ratepayers $3 million 
that consumer advocates 
previously argued had 
been imprudently charged 
by the utility.

Ellison’s office said it is 

rare for state regulators to 
stop utilities from passing 
the full cost of gas to cus-
tomers. One of the Min-
nesota attorney general’s 
duties is to advocate for 
residential and small busi-
ness ratepayers.

“While this decision is 
a win for consumers, still 
too much of the utilities’ 
gas costs will get passed 
onto Minnesotans to pay,” 
Ellison said in a statement. 
“The utilities need to know 
my office will keep watch-
ing them and using our 
power under state law to 
fight to keep Minnesotans’ 
costs down.”

This fall, the commission 
will hold another hear-
ing where it will consider 
methods to protect cus-
tomers from future price 
spikes due to weather.

Follow Alex Derosier on  
Twitter @xanderosier or email 
aderosier@forumcomm.com.

Regulators cut $60M from Minnesota 
utility customers’ bills for 2021 storm

Something for the
whole family.

Something for the
whole family.
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WHISPERING PINES
DEVELOPMENT

218-847-3191
www.mmcdc.com

MMCDC is an equal opportunity  

provider and employer.

Homes  
for Sale

Now Under Construction on Lot 35
This home abuts a proposed green space to the east and features a vaulted ceiling, 

stainless steel appliances and a ready-to-finish basement.

Now Under Construction on Lot 36
This home is on the largest of these 10 lots and features stainless steel appliances, a 

main-level laundry, and a walk-out, ready-to-finish basement.

We are pleased to support 
development of this beautiful 

neighborhood. 
Construction is under way, and 

potential buyers should contact us 
soon to have input on items like 

f looring and lighting. 
We look forward to working with you!

Heather Hamlin
REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT 

SPECIALIST

Laura McKnight
DIRECTOR OF HOUSING  

AND REAL ESTATE

SOLD


