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News

YOUR AWARD-WINNING NEWSPAPER — JUDGED MINNESOTA’S BEST WEEKLY

KICKING OFF THE HOLIDAY SEASON IN CLOQUET

CAFD chief, under � re, resigns

It was Santa’s Home for the 
Holidays in Cloquet last week-
end, the o�  cial kicko�  to the 
holiday season. Above, the 
Cloquet Area Fire District had 
fi refi ghter-sanctioned fi re pits 
at Station 1 for people to make 
s’mores and enjoy some hot 
chocolate in the hour leading up 
to the parade Saturday. At left, 
Santa and Mrs. Claus made their 
way back to Cloquet for the pa-
rade after the popular communi-
ty event was canceled in 2020 
due to the pandemic. Find more 
photos from all the festivities on
Page 9 and on our website at 
www.pineknotnews.com 

Photos by Jody Acers, 
Amber Nichols
 Pine Knot News

Jana Peterson
news@PineKnotNews.com

A� er placing Cloquet Area 
Fire District Chief Matt Ashmore 
on paid administrative leave last 
month, the CAFD board voted 
unanimously Monday to close its 
investigation of Ashmore “without 
� ndings” and subsequently accepted 
his resignation, e� ective the same 
day. � e board then approved a 
separation agreement with Ash-
more. All three votes followed a 
closed meeting that lasted nearly 45 

minutes.
� e � re chief had been on leave 

since Nov. 11, when the board also 
met in closed session to discuss 
allegations that Ashmore violated 
Covid protocols and “may have 
violated the organizational values of 
the district.”

At the heart of the complaints 
was the fact that the � re chief came 
to work a� er contracting Covid-19 
— but unknowingly, a� er testing 
negative at home, Ashmore told the 
board — and subsequently exposed 
a number of co-workers, commu-

nity members and a student over a 
period of days before � nding out he 
was positive for Covid.

A request by the Pine Knot News 
for copies of any complaints against 
Ashmore was denied on the basis 
that it was private personnel data.

According to CAFD attorney 
Donald Erickson, data relating to 
complaints or charges against an 
employee are public “only if the 
complaint results in disciplinary 
action or the employee resigns or is 
terminated from employment while 
the complaint or charge is pending.” 

Because the board � rst voted to 
close its investigation and Ashmore 
resigned AFTER the complaint was 
closed, the complaints are not public 
data, said Erickson, a labor and 
employment law specialist.

Ashmore declined to comment 
on his resignation when the Pine 
Knot News contacted him this week. 
Ashmore came to Cloquet from the 
Hibbing Fire Department a year 
ago to replace longtime chief Kevin 
Schroeder, who had retired. 

Continued on back page
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Arrowhead Senior 
Nutrition menu:
Friday, Dec. 10
Meatballs, mashed pota-
toes, gravy, wax beans, 
oatmeal cookie
Sat-Sun, Dec. 11-12
Frozen meals available
Monday, Dec. 13
Special of the Day
Tuesday, Dec. 14
Spaghetti with meat sauce, 
salad, fresh fruit
Wednesday, Dec. 15
Pork loin roast, potatoes, 
gravy, pumpkin bars
Thursday, Dec. 16
Baked fi sh, pea & cheese 
salad, fruited gelatin
Friday, Dec. 17
Green pepper soup, 
grilled cheese, juice, 
cookie

Call the Senior Center, 
218-879-5870, from your 
car for curbside meal pick-
up. Meals served Monday- 
Friday at 11:30 a.m. 

TODAY

HIGH

29
LOW

15
Overcast; 40-percent
chance of snow.

WEATHER
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SATURDAY

HIGH

27
LOW

17
Mostly sunny.

SUNDAY

HIGH

34
LOW

13
Mostly sunny.

EXTENDED

MONDAY: Mostly sunny. 
High 37. Low 20.

Forecast courtesy meteorologist 
Dave Anderson, CBS News 3
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STAFF

SUBSCRIBE
Call 218-878-9332 

to subscribe, stop by the 
o�  ce or go online to 

www.PineKnotNews.com

The Pine Knot News 
is the most comprehensive 
news chronicler in Carlton 
County and the only one 

that is locally owned and op-
erated. Begun in 2018, our 
name is an homage to the 
area’s fi rst newspaper, The 

Pine Knot, which fi rst printed 
in Cloquet in 1884 using 
paper from a local mill. 
The Pine Knot News 

is a proud member of the 
Minnesota Newspaper 

Association. We are its 2021 
weekly newspaper of the 

year after earning 33 awards 
for newspaper excellence. 

The Pine Knot News is 
certifi ed to print legal 

notices and is the o�  cial 
newspaper for most public 
bodies in Carlton County.

All content copyright 
Pine Knot, LLC.

Secondary o�  ces in Esko, 
3 Highway 61 East; and 

Carlton, 213 Chestnut Ave.

If you fi nd an item in the 
Pine Knot News that requires 
a correction or clarifi cation, 

contact us immediately. 
We strive for accuracy and 

appreciate readers keeping 
the record straight. 
Call: 218-878-9332 

Email: news@
PineKnotNews.com.

Pine Knot
NewsPine Knot
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1302 Hwy 33 S. Cloquet 
879-3185

OUTDOOR

ADVANTAGE
Sp�ting Goods

Thank You 
for shopping 

with us!

Gift Certificates Available

CORRECTIONS

SENIOR 
DINING

Interim Esko school 
board chairman Jerry 
Frederick’s surname was 
misspelled in a Dec. 3 Pine 
Knot News story on Esko 
schools. Frederick compli-
mented current business 
manager Teresa Hart, 

along with former � nance 
manager Janet Halonen for 
their work on the budget. 
� eir positions were un-

clear in the Esko story.

� e Schroeder referred 
to in a Dec. 3 story on the 

Cloquet Area Fire District 
is Kevin Schroeder, retired 
� re chief and longtime 
Cloquet � re� ghter.

If you � nd an item in 
the Pine Knot News that 
requires a correction or clar-

HISTORY MYSTERY

Apply today at 
www.arrowheadtransit.com/careers

WE NEED YOUR TALENT
Join our team of outstanding bus 

drivers today
Positions include:

Cloquet, part-time, $16.46/hr
Cloquet, casual, $16.14/hr

CDL with passenger endorsement required, but Arrowhead 
Transit will provide the training necessary to obtain it.

Positions open until �lled.

Winter Fun
LAKEHEAD HARVEST 
WINTER HAYRIDES

70 E. St. Louis River Road, Esko
www.LakeheadHarvestShow.com

• Visit Santa
• Singalongs
• Holiday Lights
• Treats
• Warming Fires
• Family Fun

DECEMBER
3-5, 10-12 & 17-19

ADMISSION
$6 -12 and under FREE

HOURS
Fri. 6-8:30 p.m. 

Sat. & Sun. 2-8:30 p.m.

NOBODY OFFERS 
MORE DISCOUNTS 
THAN FARMERS 

Call 218.879.6500 today!
For Home, Auto, Life and Business.

■ Contact me for a free coverage review
■ Flexible payment options
■ Coverage you can customize to meet your needs

Lisa Montminy

Your Local Agent

106 Avenue C

Cloquet, MN 55720

Lmontminy@farmersagent.com

https://agents.farmers.com/lmontminy

Call 218-879-6500 today!

COVERAGE THAT GOES FAR 
BEYOND THE DRIVEWAY

Lisa Montminy
Your Local Agent
106 Avenue C, Cloquet, MN 55720
Lmontminy@farmersagent.com
agents.farmers.com/lmontminy

NOBODY OFFERS MORE 
DISCOUNTS THAN FARMERS

NOBODY OFFERS 
MORE DISCOUNTS 
THAN FARMERS 

Call 218.879.6500 today!
For Home, Auto, Life and Business.

■ Contact me for a free coverage review
■ Flexible payment options
■ Coverage you can customize to meet your needs

Lisa Montminy

Your Local Agent

106 Avenue C

Cloquet, MN 55720

Lmontminy@farmersagent.com

https://agents.farmers.com/lmontminy

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your agent for details. Insurance is underwritten 
by Farmers Insurance Exchange and other affiliated insurance companies. Visit farmers.com for a complete listing of 
companies. Not all insurers are authorized to provide insurance in all states. Coverage is not available in all states.

High 
ceilings?
No problem!

Premier 
Finishes 

UNLIMITED, LLC

218-391-6480
PremierFinishesUnlimited.com

Your Complete Painting, 
Drywall, Texturing & 

Plaster Repair Service
• 35+ Years Experience • Insured 

• References • Premium Workmanship 
• Scholastic & Apprenticeship Trained 

• Residential/Commercial

Because you love 
local sports 
and great 

photography.

Why
         get the

Knot?

This latest photo from the Carlton County Historical Society may be just “interesting” rather than a mystery. The 
only information on the back of the picture is the likely location, “Scanlon.” Do you recognize the landscape or 
the people? Send any information you may have, or other mysterious items that readers might be able to provide 
information on, to news@PineKnotNews.com, with “History” in the subject line.
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Public meeting 
in Carlton Monday

� e Carlton school 
district is holding a public 
meeting on the proposed 
tuition agreement between 
Carlton and Cloquet. If 
the agreement is approved, 
Carlton could close its high 
school and send students 
in grades 9-12 to Cloquet 
next year without going 
through the open enroll-
ment process. � e Carlton 
meeting starts at 7:30 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 13 in the 
school library or small 
gym. Carlton school board 
members will likely vote on 
the proposal at their board 
meeting Dec. 20. Carlton 
students will also be able to 
enroll in other districts if 
they prefer.

Enjoy a holiday 
hayride and more

Lakehead Harvest 
will continue its holiday 
hayrides this weekend and 
next through the Lake-
head Harvest property 
and woods 2 miles west of 
Midway on St. Louis River 
Road.

No reservations are 
required, and cost is $6 per 
adult, free for children ages 
12 and younger.

In addition to the 
hayrides, there are also � re 
pits, a s’more shack, sing-
alongs and an occasional 
appearance by Santa Claus 
(when he can make it). 
Concessions are available 
for purchase.

� e hayrides last about 
10 minutes on a cold night, 
and closer to 18 when the 
temperatures are kinder. 
� e entry fee gets you in 
the gate and then families 
can decide what they want 
to do.

“It’s good cheap fam-
ily fun this time of year, 
‘’ said Lakehead Harvest 
president Ryan Hansen. 
“We have families that go 
on every ride. We made a 
trail through the woods; 
it’s all lit up with Christmas 
lights.”

� e hayracks — which 
are also lit — are pulled by 
various tractors. “People 
can choose their brand, we 
have pretty much all the 
major brands,” Hansen said 
with a chuckle.

Now that it has snowed, 
Hansen said people can 
also choose to ride on a 
turn-of-the-century school 
bus that was donated to 
the nonpro� t organization. 
It’s made of wood and has 
skis instead of wheels. It’s 
enclosed and warmer on 
cold nights, he said.

Hours are 6-8:30 p.m. 
on Fridays and 2-8:30 p.m. 
on Saturdays and Sundays 
Dec. 10-12 and Dec. 17-19. 
� e address is 70 E. St. 
Louis River Road. � e site 
is fully wheelchair-
accessible.

KNOT 
NOTES

COLD FOLLOWS WIND-WHIPPED SNOWSTORM

Snow removal crews were out in Cloquet Monday in the West End on Avenue C after a weekend storm left a few inches on the ground 
across Carlton County, the fi rst signifi cant snowfall of the season. There were blizzard conditions farther north, with 12-18 inches reported 
along the North Shore and inland past Two Harbors. The Sunday snow was met with sub-zero temperatures Monday and Tuesday. There 
was some warming later in the week. Expect another warming trend this weekend with highs reaching into the upper 20s and 30s Saturday 
and Sunday. Jana Peterson / Pine Knot News

HOLIDAY SPIRIT
Get a tree, donate to hospital

Harold Ankrum is at it again, raising money 
for his favorite children’s hospital in novel 
ways. � is time it’s Christmas trees. Cut your 
own tree or pick up a freshly cut tree, and 
donate what you can to St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital.

To cut your own tree, visit Rod and Sue 
Holmes’ tree farm south of Wrenshall (3.3 
miles south of County Road 4 (Military Road) 
on the west side of Minnesota State Highway 
23 across from Fire #3030. Or pick up a freshly 
cut tree at Harold’s Service in Carlton. 

Donations for wreaths wanted
� e Minnesota Department of Veterans Af-

fairs is continuing the tradition of decorating 
graves at veterans cemeteries with memorial 
wreaths. A nonpro� t organization has led the 
e� ort in the past but is unable to do so this 
year. � e fundraising goal is $100,000 for 6,500 
decorated wreaths. See MinnesotaVeteran.org/
Wreath for more.
Christmas dinner is set

Following their � anksgiving successes, the 
Carlton County Disabled American Veter-

ans chapter is taking over operations for the 
annual Christmas dinner from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Christmas Day. Because of the ongoing 
pandemic, the DAV will move its headquarters 
from Zion Lutheran Church to the Cloquet 
VFW at 210 Arch Street. 

� ey will o� er sit-down dinners along with 
carryout or curbside pickup, with limited 
deliveries only to area senior high rise apart-
ments). Call Zion at 218-879-4647 to volun-
teer or sign up for curbside pickup. Look for 
more information in next week’s Pine Knot 
News.

Jana Peterson
news@pineknotnews.com

Cloquet City Councilors 
approved a 3.49-percent levy 
increase taxes payable in 2022, but 
with a market value increase of 
4.49 percent, some Cloquet prop-
erty owners could see a decrease 
in their city taxes next year.

Rural Cloquet resident Eric 
Witeli would like to see his taxes 
decrease even more. Witeli was 
the only resident to address the 
council during Tuesday’s Truth 
and Taxation hearing. � e Brook-
ston Road resident said he’d like 
to pay fewer taxes because he uses 
very few city services.

“I don’t have city utilities, I’m 
surrounded by county roads, no 
curb and gutter,” he said. “I’d like 
to propose my taxes be lowered 
because I don’t bene� t much from 
what the city has to provide.”

City administrator Tim Pe-
terson explained that taxes don’t 
fund city water or sewer, those are 
billed to users. Stormwater fees are 
countywide “for the betterment of 
the community.”

“You still bene� t from the po-
lice department, plows that clear 
all the roads,” Peterson said.

Peterson told councilors that 
very little had changed in the 
proposed city budget since they 
approved the preliminary levy in 
September.

In general, the city is proposing 
total expenditures of $21,328,420 
and revenues of $20,024,600. 
Transfers from other funds, such 
as the sales tax, will make up 
$1,849,250 of the revenues.

� e city will collect $3,240,200 
in property taxes, which make up 
16 percent of its revenues. 
14th Street redux

� e council again approved 
Phase 2 of the 14th Street project 
and approved bids, a� er also hold-
ing a second public hearing on the 
project because more than a year 
had passed since the � rst one.

Resident John Zissos expressed 
concern about the roundabout 
planned for the intersection of 
Washington Avenue and 14th 
Street, and wanted to know details 
and the timing for that portion of 

the project, as it will directly a� ect 
him because he lives nearby.

Assistant city engineer John 
Anderson said construction on 
the roundabout will start a� er the 
school year ends. � e intersection 
will be open again before school 
starts again a� er Labor Day.

Peterson pointed out that 14th 
Street is a county road and the 
county is responsible for that part 
of the project, while the city will 
be working to replace aged water 

and sewer utilities under the 
roadway.
Police hires

Also Tuesday, councilors hired 
a new police o�  cer, Jared Brave-
heart, bringing the department to 
23 of 24 funded o�  cer positions. 

� e council also approved the 
promotion of Ron Timmons to 
detective. Timmons has eight 
years experience from his previous 
job in Port Clinton, Ohio. 

Council approves levy 
increase, new o�  cer

CITY OF CLOQUET

The Cloquet Police Department held a chili feed with the Fond 
du Lac police department last Thursday and Shop with a Cop on 
Tuesday. The CPD will hold the Stu�  the Squad toy drive 4-8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 15 outside the L&M and Walmart stores in Cloquet. 
Rich Ekholm/ Pine Knot News
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� e Knot Gallery’s 
current exhibit features 
two area photographers 
whose subjects are all “out 
of doors.” Colorful and 
majestic framed landscapes 
by retired Raiter Clinic 
physician Dan Malkovich 
hang along the multi-col-
ored brick wall at the Pine 
Knot News o�  ce on Ave-
nue C. Among his framed 
prints, we’ve interspersed 
Will Stenberg’s remark-
able wildlife photos, o� en 
intimate with � ashes of 
movement. Last week, we 
held an opening for the two 
artists during the West End 
open house that helped 
kick o�  the Santa’s Home 
for the Holidays festivities.  
Well-attended, folks � oated 
in and out over a two-hour 
period, o� en conversing 
with the photographers.

It wasn’t love at � rst 
sight between Malkovich 
and photography. “I’ve long 
had an interest in photog-
raphy, but years ago, I had 
a re� ex � lm camera and 
it was di�  cult,” he said. “I 
would get my photos devel-
oped and be disappointed.”

It wasn’t until he bought 
a digital camera at the 
urging of one of his best 
friends from high school 
— 50 years a� er graduation 
— that Malkovich really fell 
in love.

“I could take pictures 
with abandon and not have 
to worry about expensive 
developing costs,” he said. 
“Over taking thousands 
and thousands of pictures 
I learned what worked and 
what didn’t.”

� e Malkovich images 
at the Pine Knot gallery 
include subjects from 
our region: A nighttime 
Boundary Waters photos of 
faces lit by � relight re� ect-
ed by nearby rocks, small 
compared to the awesome 
Milky Way spread above. 
A verdant cascade of water 
running over fern and 
lichen-covered rocks on 
the Rose Portage, taken on 
a BWCA canoe trip with 
his son. � ere’s his striking 

horizon painting of the 
Grand Marais Harbor at 
night, looking north over 
the water toward the sand 
spit with its terminal light-
house. Restive Lake Supe-
rior waves dashing against 
rock cli� s at Tettegouche 
State Park. Rose and orange 
shades of sunset lighting up 
the St. Louis River’s � oating 
chunks of ice. A lavish 
golden fall maple forest, 
also in Jay Cooke.

Other Malkovich images 
feature the red rock coun-
try of the Colorado Plateau, 
taken at Arches and Can-
yonland national parks. 

Interspersed with Mal-
covich’s landscapes are Will 
Stenberg’s photos, many 
of birds and other animals 
captured in the wild.  

Stenberg, in his retire-
ment, spends many days 
and hours of those days 
searching for subjects. 
Some are full of motion, as 
in his two trumpeter swans 
caught on � lm in their dra-
matic mating dance on wa-
ter. � ree crimson-capped 
sandhill cranes taking o�  
in Solway Township during 
their annual migration. 
A ru� ed grouse fanning 
his head’s red-orange side 
feathers in his mating call 
in the spring.  A regal, 
gold-capped black bobo-
link posing on a cattail. An 
orange-breasted prothono-
tary warbler photographed 
in Frontenac State Park. 
And not all are birds. 
� e Cromwell native has 
captured a bu� alo herd on 
� lm on a snowy a� ernoon 
in � eodore Roosevelt Na-
tional Park and a trio of fox 
kits waiting for their mom.

“I love to be out in 
nature and feel better in 
mood and spirit there than 
in any other setting,” said 
Stenberg. “Certainly, every 
time I go out, I would like 
to � nd something inter-
esting to photograph, but 
I would still want to be in 
nature without a camera.”

Stenberg said he’s an op-
portunist: “� at is, I rarely 
go out for a certain subject, 
but will try to capture what 
I do happen to see in the 
� eld on any particular day,” 

he said. “I especially appre-
ciate the birds, mammals 
and insects of our region, 
but will turn my attention 
to plants or landscapes 
should the opportunity 
arise.”

Malkovich calls it some-
thing else: luck.

“A lot of photography is 
good luck,” Malkovich said. 
“I like to visit a location 
with a speci� c composition 
in mind, but conditions 
change without warning, 
especially the weather, and 
the ability to adapt to those 
changes is important.”

� e rest of the time he 
plans his photos, o� en for 
the “golden hours” around 
sunrise and sunset. 

Before Malkovich leaves 
his home, he knows his 
location, and he’s already 
scouted out the fore-
ground. He gets there an 
hour in advance, just in 
case. “I know what time 
the sun will be up or where 
the moon will be on the 
horizon,” he said. “One 
time I knew the Milky Way 
would be out at 2 a.m. at 

Split Rock. I set my alarm 
for 12:30 a.m. to get there, 
then got lucky because the 
northern lights showed up 
that night too.”

Stenberg re� ected on his 
photography in an email.

“I wouldn’t describe 
what I do with a camera 
as in any way remarkable. 
� ere are many, many 

photographers, just in Min-
nesota, whose work I am 
humbled by. Some people 
tell me that I have a unique 
view of nature. Most likely 
we all notice certain things 
and don’t recognize what 
is obvious to another’s eye. 
A subject could be plain as 
day to another photogra-
pher’s eye, and I may miss 

it completely.”
� e Malkovich and 

Stenberg works will be 
mounted at the Pine Knot 
until the end of January. 
We welcome drop-in 
viewers a� er 10 a.m. most 
weekdays at 122 Avenue 
C, Cloquet. Call 218-878-
9332, just in case we’re out 
reporting on the news.

Pine Knot News

Say goodbye to 
chronic pain.
Our Pain Management Clinic wants to make one thing clear: You 
don’t have to live with chronic pain. Pain Clinic Director Dr. Danqing 
Hu will make certain of that with:

n Individualized, compassionate treatments.
n A focus on the history of the patient and their pain.
n A multimodal approach using a range of treatments.

Working closely with Dr. Hu is Bryan Hunter, DNP, CRNA, NSPM-C. 
The CMH Pain Clinic uses advanced interventions to treat patients 
facing chronic pain—bringing relief to people in our region. 

cloquethospital.com

Dr. Danqing Hu
Bryan Hunter

218-878-7627

Photographers deck the walls at Pine Knot

Will Stenberg captured these fox kits waiting for their mom at the Rice Lake National 
Wildlife Refuge.

This section of the Superior Hiking Trail in Jay Cooke State Park is one of photographer Dan Malkovich’s favorite 
trails in autumn. “The color and light are stupendous,” he said. “We are lucky to live where we are.” 
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news@PineKnotNews.com

A proposed 56-percent hike to 
2022 Cloquet Area Fire District 
taxes — for properties in the 
ambulance district only — has 
� omson Township residents in 
an uproar.

Township chair Terry Hill is 
frustrated with the CAFD’s tax 
increase, feeling that the town-
ship has been “backed into a 
corner.” 

Residents feel that the more 
than threefold increase in the 
CAFD portion of their property 
taxes, without prior noti� cation 
from CAFD, is too much for the 
services they are provided and 
unfair. 

� us, the town board unan-
imously passed a resolution of 
“non-support” for the CAFD tax 
levy increase during its meeting 
� ursday, Dec. 2. � e normally 
supervisors made their feelings 
known in the � nal paragraph of 
their resolution.

“WHEREAS, the drastic and 
immediate implementation of 
a tax rate which is seven times 
what is currently in place, with-
out any consultation, discussion 
or negotiation with the Town 
of � omson, is outrageous and 
appears to be in bad faith.”

� omson Township is not a 
member of the � re district itself, 
but a large portion of the town-
ship is part of the ambulance pri-
mary service area (PSA) served 
by CAFD, while a much smaller 
portion is served by Carlton 
Fire and Ambulance as part of 
its PSA. � e level of service and 
payment structure di� ers. CAFD 

provides advanced life support, 
while Carlton provides basic 
life support. Both ambulance 
services bill individual patients 
for services rendered. CAFD 
is authorized to tax property 
owners annually, while � omson 
Township pays the city of Carlton 
directly for a portion of the on-
call wages: for 2020 that amount-
ed to $3,112 total according to 
township documents. Carlton 
ambulance made four calls to 
� omson Township that year.

According to CAFD o�  cials, 
the changes are about equalizing 
costs among everyone receiving 
services, a� er � re district mem-
bers have paid more than their 
fair share for a decade due to leg-
islative limits on the � re district’s 
taxing authority. 
By the numbers

Board members discussed 
township options to deal with 
the proposed tax increase for 
township residents in 2022 at its 
meeting � ursday, Dec. 2. 

Township attorney Dave 
Pritchett showed the board and 
community members in atten-
dance a large � le folder contain-
ing all of � omson Township’s 
correspondence with CAFD, all 
meeting minutes where CAFD is 
mentioned, and all other relevant 
paperwork dealing with CAFD. 
Pritchett outlined the history 
of the township’s relationship 
with CAFD for all individuals in 
attendance.

Pritchett began by outlining 
the history of � omson Town-
ship’s relationship with the 
CAFD, beginning in 2008. While 
there have been heated discus-

sions between the two entities 
in the past dealing with taxes, 
according to the board’s old 
meeting minutes, the township 
had always been included in dis-
cussions before voting took place 
at CAFD, he said. But, without 
advance discussion with � om-
son Township, the CAFD board 
raised its preliminary tax levy for 
� omson residents from 0.019 
percent to 0.075 percent for 2022 
and to 0.132 percent for 2023, in 
a phased approach. According 
to Pritchett, this increase will 
leave township residents paying 
a levy increase four times higher 
than that for residents served by 
CAFD � re and ambulance, for 
half the services. 

� e township attorney shared 
� gures comparing next year’s 
levy increase between Cloquet 
and � omson Township. For a 
$175,000 home in Cloquet, the 
CAFD tax levy increase would be 
around $26 from 2021 to 2022, 
while a similarly priced home in 
� omson Township will see an 
increase of $106. In 2023, those 
prices will double again in the 
ambulance district as CAFD 
implements the second phase of 
its levy increase on ambulance 
district properties. 

Property owners in the � re 
district itself, while seeing a 
lower increase from year to year, 
will still pay higher overall taxes 
to CAFD. A Cloquet home with 
an estimated market value of 
$201,000 will pay roughly $450 
in CAFD taxes in 2022, while a 
similar home in � omson Town-
ship will pay $152. A Cloquet 
home valued at $442,000 will 
pay $1,094 in CAFD taxes, while 

a � omson Township home 
valued at $454,000 will pay $376 
in CAFD, according to � gures 
con� rmed by the Carlton County 
Auditor’s o�  ce.
Concerned

� omson Township residents 
in attendance were concerned 
with what can be done since the 
preliminary levy has already been 
passed by the CAFD. Pritchett 
explained that the township 
receives the CAFD’s services 
because it is an adjacent com-
munity that is within the pri-
mary service area. � e primary 
service area is established by 
the Emergency Medical Service 
Regulatory Board to ensure that 
all communities in Minnesota 
have emergency medical services. 
While the township would have 
the right to withdraw from the 
� re district if they were members, 
they do not have the right to 
withdraw from their PSA.

Township resident and Carl-
ton County commissioner Marv 
Bodie expressed his concerns 
to the board about the increase. 
He asked whether township 
residents would be able to vote 
on a referendum for a proposed 
new CAFD building in Cloquet, 
which has been discussed by 
CAFD for a number of years. 
According to � omson Township 
� re chief Kyle Gustafson, resi-
dents will not have a say in if the 
potentially $15 million � rehall 
will be built, but they will be on 
the hook for a percentage of the 
cost if it is passed.

“It’s a complicated issue,” 
Pritchett told the Pine Knot 
Wednesday, adding that he would 

like to � nd a way forward that 
residents served by CAFD could 
support. “My goal is to solve 
problems, not make them worse.”

Pritchett suggested that the 
township should begin by reach-
ing out to the CAFD and express 
its opposition to the levy and see 
what the response is. For resi-
dents, he suggested they attend 
the CAFD truth in taxation 
hearing � ursday, Dec 8. Long-
term, Pritchett explained that the 
township has a variety of options, 
including attempting to change 
the township’s PSA.

� omson Township supervisor 
Jason Paulson — who resigned 
from the CAFD board a� er it 
passed the levy increase on am-
bulance district residents — said 
he planned to attend � ursday’s 
meeting and ask CAFD to honor 
previous negotiations that would 
have maxed out ambulance 
district taxes at 0.048 percent of 
estimated market value, which is 
what other ambulance districts 
in the state got automatically and 
CAFD previous goal before the 
state removed the levy caps for 
� re districts earlier this year. 

But Paulson is even more wor-
ried about the future � re station 
plans.

“Esko has 5,600 people. We 
have our own � re department. 
We can have our own ambu-
lance,” Paulson told the Pine 
Knot. “But we need to get it done 
before the big Taj Mahal � re 
station is built.”

For now, the township board 
has expressed its opposition to 
the levy through its resolution 
and a letter to the CAFD, and is 
waiting for a response.

Township reacts to big jump in taxes 

Tree lighting tradition builds in Kettle River
Pine Knot News

Ma & Pa Kettle Days, with 
strong support from the Kettle 
River area, organized the third 
annual Christmas tree lighting 
last weekend with a crowded 
Veterans Building as the site of a 
Christmas bazaar.

� is year the community 
Christmas tree location was 
moved to the front of the Vets 
Building just in front of the 
� agpole. � e white spruce was 
donated by the Butkiewicz Fam-

ily Farm in Split Rock Township. 
Twenty-plus feet in height, the 
tree was cut, hauled in, and 
put up with lights and star by a 
team which included Dan Reed, 
Britt Sarvela, Wayne Gulso, Tim 
Taylor, Carl Lingle and Mark 
Tollgaard.

“� at’s a lot of tree to li�  into 
the sky using only manpower,” 
observed Reed. “It seems each 
year the tree is of a di� erent size 
and height, and each year has 
di� erent issues to solve.”

High winds this last snow-

storm tipped the tree on an 
angle, leaning it against the Vets 
Building. � e tree was centered 
again and Dave Isaacson of city 
maintenance piled snow at its 
base while clearing the streets 
and sidewalks. Many attending 
the event hope that by next year a 
permanent base will be installed 
at the new site for the tree.

Two thousand LED lights cov-
er the tree. � e new lights were 
donated by Howard Eskuri and 
Randy Sarvela.

Santa Claus, made possible 

by Deane Rengo of Automba, 
listened to each and every child 
and their dreams of Christmas 
to come. One boy hung around 
Santa most of the evening and 
said that Santa was “his newest 
and best friend.”

More than 15 vendors came to 
help the locals do their Christmas 
shopping. One of the vendors 
said they had been at many 
venues and the Kettle River event 
was special and their favorite. 
� e vendor said the community 
came out, and a� er checking out 

all the tables, stayed, had co� ee 
or hot chocolate, and visited, 
brimming with a strong and 
caring community spirit.

Mary Sanders and Marcia 
Sarvela took the lead, putting in 
many hours.

� e Kettle River Community 
Christmas Tree will stay up most 
of the winter to light up those 
snowy, cold winter evenings. � is 
marks the start of a new century 
for the Town of Kettle River. � e 
town was incorporated 100 years 
ago.

ACROSS THE COUNTY

The third Christmas tree lighting ceremony in Kettle River, along with a bazaar and 
other events, took place Saturday. Photos by Mary Sanders

THOMSON TOWNSHIP
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It’s never fun to talk about money, but we must.
A�er three years, the Pine Knot News has over-

hauled its subscription rates, making them simpler 
and, yes, a little pricier.

Rising postal rates and in�ation bear some of the 
blame. Growing pains are also part of it. We’ve gone 
from a minimum of 16 pages to a minimum of 20 
pages per week. �ere are more and better stories and 
local advertising in the paper. Our small army of free-
lance writers and part-time employees is growing too.

As an independent, locally owned newspaper, we 
are a rare breed. We enjoy that independence, but it 
also means we don’t �ll our pages with recycled sto-
ries from a stable of papers across the state or country. 
�at means we create unique content for you, our 
neighbors and readers, every single week. And we are 
grateful we can earn a living doing that, but it’s time 
we put a more appropriate price on our product.

At $60 a year — anywhere in the U.S.A. — and $48 
a year for seniors age 60 and older, it’s a bargain. It’s 
also less than half the price of the competition. All 
that unique local news, entertainment, commentary, 
sports and information delivered to your mailbox 
each week for the equivalent of $5 (or $4) a month? 

Finally, we also think our employees deserve a fair 
wage. Don’t we all? One day it would be nice to be 
able to provide them with additional bene�ts, too.

We appreciate our subscribers, and we hope you 
appreciate us. And if you will struggle to pay the 
increase, please give us a call at 218-878-9332. We’ll 
work something out if we can.

�ank you for your support.

OUR VIEW

I’m disappointed that our rep-
resentative in Congress voted 
against the infrastructure 

bill last month. It seems to me 
it was a great bill for our region, 
but U.S. Rep. Pete Stauber didn’t 
agree and voted against it. 

It was a mistake. 
It’s not hard for people to 

guess my political 
persuasion, but I try to 
limit my criticism (and 
my e�usive praise) for 
speci�c actions by our 
leaders, because hypoc-
risy is destroying politics 
in our country. So, I’ve 
been pretty silent on Pete 
Stauber, a very nice man 
with a very conservative 
viewpoint. I am not 
surprised he votes with 
the Republican caucus; freshman 
representatives typically follow 
party leadership pretty closely. 
And I’m not surprised that he 
votes conservative, given his 
background as one of the orga-
nizers of the Northern Liberty 
Alliance, the local version of the 
Tea Party movement. A�er all, he 
was elected as a Republican, so I 
expect him to vote accordingly. 

But he was not elected to serve 
the Republican Party; he was 
elected to serve the Eighth Con-
gressional District, and he failed 
our district when voting against 
the infrastructure bill. 

He has claimed for some time 
that he favors an infrastructure 
bill, and in fact has said that “no-
body wants an infrastructure bill 
more than I do.” But his actions 
speak louder than his words. 

Investing in our country’s 
infrastructure is a wise move at 
this point. Our hard infrastruc-
ture, such as roads and electri-
cal grids, is in poor shape a�er 
decades of tight-�sted spending 
policy by our leaders. And our 
so� infrastructure, such as edu-
cation, research, and broadband, 

is in need of a signi�cant boost. 
I can understand that in tough 
times we may have to restrain 
ourselves. But when times are 
good, and when the need is there, 
it’s time to invest in our country. 
Delaying investment just makes it 
more expensive to �x later.

 Take, for example, the solar 
plant on the Iron Range. 
It’s naïve to think that 
coal, oil and other fossil 
fuels are the future. Now, 
we can’t neglect their im-
portance. But we’ve seen 
time and time again how 
minor blips in the fossil 
fuel energy supply can 
cause major disruptions 
to our economy. Diver-
sifying is an excellent 
strategy: developing 

alternatives to fossil fuels gives 
us options and makes us more 
secure. So, investing in that solar 
plant is exactly what we should 
be doing: providing jobs, creating 
opportunity and diversifying our 
economy. Stauber voted ‘no.’

Or, think about telephones. 
Telephones used to be hung on 
a wall and shared with a bunch 
of your neighbors. �en we got 
our own numbers, then cord-
less phones, and now everyone 
carries one in their pocket. All 
that innovation was spurred by 
government spending. �ere’s 
a huge future in advances in 
telecommunication. Stauber can’t 
seem to see past the party line. It’s 
too bad.

I can only speculate on his mo-
tivations. But reading his tweets, 
emails, and press releases gives 
me some clues. He is not advanc-
ing bipartisanship. I’ve noticed 
that he refers to our president as 
“Biden” rather than “President 
Biden,” while still using the title 
when referring to the last one in 
that o�ce. His communications 
are �lled with loaded words such 
as “reckless” and “socialist.” �at’s 

not leadership. It’s not helpful. It 
advances nothing for the Eighth 
District. And it doesn’t re�ect our 
way of life around here.

�ere’s a tendency for peo-
ple in power to let it go to their 
heads. A�er years of government 
service where the ultra-conserva-
tive Stauber voted in the middle, 
I’m afraid he’s let his position in 
Congress go to his head. I hope 
he reverses course and governs 
for our real way of life.

 
Pete Radosevich is the publisher 
of the Pine Knot News and an at-
torney in Esko who hosts the cable 
access talk show Harry’s Gang on 
CAT-7. His opinions are his own. 
Contact him at Pete.Radosevich@
PineKnotNews.com.

Stauber needs to get real 
about needs in the district

OPINION

Pete 
Radosevich

HARRY’S 
GANG

Express yourself
Send your thoughts to:

Email: news@PineKnotNews.com
Mail: Pine Knot News Editor, 

122 Avenue C, Cloquet MN 55720

Let your voice be heard 
by following these basic guidelines:

• Letters to the editor should be  
kept to under 300 words. 

• The editor reserves the right to edit for facts, clarity,  
concision, grammar, newspaper style, libel and length.

• Letters and commentary 
must be original works by the author. 

• Include your name with your address and  
phone number for verification purposes only. 

Only names and home cities will be published. 
• No anonymous letters are allowed.

• Please write about topics with local importance.

Local news is 
worth it

Estate planning
I’ve gotten a lot of response 
to the estate planning infor-
mation I wrote about a few 
weeks back. I intended to 
give some basic information 
so people had a general 
idea of what options are 
available. But if you have 
specific questions, I suggest 
you call a local lawyer who 
understands estate plan-
ning. There’s quite a few to 
choose from besides me. 
Keith Carlson does a lot of 
this kind of work; so does 
Sarah Helwig at the Fry-
berger firm’s Cloquet o�ce. 
Jake Baker at Hanft Fride’s 
Cloquet o�ce does, too. Gail 
Nouska has an o�ce in town 
and does estate planning. 
There are probably others, 
too. Make an appointment; 
it’s worth spending a few 
bucks now to rest assured 
your wishes are carried out 
correctly later. 

— Pete Radosevich
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Michele Marie Johnson, 63, of 
Mahtowa passed away in the comfort of 
her home Nov. 30, 2021. She was born 
Oct. 11, 1958, in Hibbing to Nick and Ann 
(Forsman) Maras. 

Shelly was employed as a 
food service manager at various 
places and was beloved by her 
co-workers. She was passionate 
about her grandchildren: she had 
mailboxes for each one of them 
at her home, and the “Mail Bun-
ny” always made sure she visited 
before the grandchildren arrived. 
Shelly attended her grandchil-
dren’s sporting events whenever she was 
able. She enjoyed � shing, riding 
motorcycles, shooting her gun, and 
gardening around the house.

One day, she decided to paint 
her golf cart and named it “Abby” 
— that’s just the kind of person she 
was. Shelly enjoyed her chickens; they 
even all had names, with the help of her 
grandchildren. She had a special place in 

her heart for her sidekick, her dog, Molly. 
She was a hippie gypsy in the way she 
liked to dress. 

Shelly will be remembered as a fun-lov-
ing person who always looked 
at the bright side, no matter the 
circumstances.

Shelly is survived by her 
parents, Nick and Ann Maras; 
her husband, Terry; her chil-
dren, Amy (Jim) Monroe, Katie 
(Adam) Bailey, and Mark (Nikki) 
Skramstad; her grandchildren, 
Madelynn, Qwentin, William, 
Katelynn, Emmett, Emma, Maci, 

Hattie and Chloe; her siblings, Nick (Lau-
rie) Maras, Mike Maras and Susie 
(Larry) Schmidt; and numerous 
nieces and nephews.

Please plant a tree or bulbs in 
honor of Shelly.

A service was held Monday at 
Nelson Funeral Care in Cloquet. 
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Michele Marie Johnson
OBITUARIES

Lori F. Skog-Gourley, 62, of Cloquet, 
passed away unexpectedly Sunday, Dec. 5, 
2021, at her home, peacefully in her sleep. 
She was born April 12, 1959, in Minne-
apolis, the daughter of Alf “Ole” 
and Patricia (Mercer) Skog.

Lori was a kind soul full of 
love for all around her. She cher-
ished her time with her family, 
especially her grandchildren 
whom she adored. Lori loved 
gardening, camping, sewing, ber-
ry picking and making her own 
jam, traveling and spending time 
with friends. She was a member 
of the Grand Portage Band of Lake 
Superior Chippewa and worked as 
a lead pharmacy technician for the 
Fond du Lac Reservation at the Min 
No Aya Win pharmacy for 23 years.

Lori was preceded in death by her 

father, Alf “Ole” Skog, and brother, Darrell 
Skog. She is survived by her husband, 
Fred; mother, Patricia Skog; daughters, 
Ashley (Timothy) Laveau and Stepha-

nie (Dustin) Shearer; stepson, 
� omas (Ansidhy) Gourley; 
brothers Frank (Annette) Skog, 
Daniel (Kathy) Skog, Gary 
Skog, and Brett (Michelle) Skog; 
grandchildren, Tyler, Gri�  n, 
Elizabeth, Connor, Baby Shearer, 
MacKenzie, and Ezra; and nu-
merous cousins, nieces, nephews, 
and sisters-in-law.

Visitation: Friday, Dec. 10 
from 2 p.m. until the 3 p.m. funeral 
service at Nelson Funeral Care in 
Cloquet, followed with refreshments 
in the Fellowship Room.

Pine Knot News, Dec. 10, 2021

Lori Frances Skog-Gourley

Riley Jon Roe, 33, of Cloquet, passed 
away suddenly and unexpectedly on Dec. 
2, 2021, a� er a 10-year battle with bipolar 
disorder. Although mental illness did not 
de� ne him, it played a big part in 
his day-to-day living. 

Riley was born in Cloquet 
on Aug. 14, 1988, to Cortland 
and Gretchen Roe. He attended 
many years of school in Carlton, 
and graduated with honors from 
Cloquet High School. He grad-
uated from Fond du Lac Tribal 
Community College in 2019 
with a degree in electric utility 
technology. 

Riley played hockey throughout his 
entire life, skating for Carlton and Cloquet 
and in many summer leagues. He 
proudly wore No. 21 on the CEC 
varsity team. He still skated with 
his buddies in the “old man” bar 
leagues. 

Riley enjoyed supporting his nieces and 
nephews at sporting and school events. He 
had a passion for music and a great appre-
ciation for nature and the outdoors. His 
most beloved activities included snow-
boarding, biking, gol� ng, inline skating, 
and hunting. 

He especially enjoyed the time he spent 
with his family at Eagle Lake � shing, 

swimming, tubing, wakeboarding, and 
chillin’ by the � re.

Riley is preceded in death by his 
grandparents, Stan and Evelyn Fleisch and 

Mahlon and Elvera Roe. He will 
be missed dearly by his parents, 
Gretchen Roe of Cloquet and 
Cortland (Terrie) Roe of Crom-
well; and sisters, Cortney (Dusty) 
Carlson and Whitney (Tony) 
Gladen.

Uncle Riley was adored by 
his nieces and nephews: Harper, 
Hadley and Hayes Carlson, and  
Trenity, Isaac and Finley Gladen. 

He is also survived by loving aunts, uncles, 
cousins, and many friends.

Riley was kind and thoughtful, hard-
working, creative, and funny. He 
would help anyone who asked, loved 
unconditionally, and le�  a lasting 
impact on everyone he met. Re-
member the good times you shared 

with Riley.
A visitation was scheduled to begin 

at 4 p.m. � ursday, Dec. 9, 2021, at Our 
Savior’s Lutheran Church and was to con-
tinue until the 6 p.m. memorial service, 
with food and fellowship a� erward in the 
church social hall.
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Judith Helen Burshten, 80, of Cloquet, 
passed away on � ursday, Dec. 2, 2021, 
at St. Luke’s Hospital in Duluth. She was 
born March 22, 1941, in St. Paul to Wil-
lard and Ruby Borst. She was a 
1959 graduate of Rich� eld High 
School.

She attended the North-
western School of Nursing and 
was a licensed practical nurse 
at Northwestern Hospital. She 
retired as the school nurse from 
Little Black Bear Elementary 
School in Cloquet.

She was a member of St. Mat-
thews Lutheran Church in Esko and 
was the head of the altar guild.

Judith was preceded in death by 
her parents.

She will be sadly missed by her 
husband, Norman of Cloquet; son, Robert 

Duke of St. Paul; daughter, Nancy (Todd) 
Janke of Canton, Michigan; six grand-
children: Matthew, Olivia, Natalie, Nolan 
and Nathan Janke, and Marlena (Ricky) 

Svacina; one great-granddaugh-
ter, Genevieve; brothers, Rich-
ard Borst of Bloomington and 
Kenneth (Rae) Borst of Walker, 
Minnesota; sister, Barbara (Nick) 
Cookas of Burnsville; and nieces 
and nephews.

A memorial service will be 
held at a later date. Memorials 
are preferred to St. Matthews Lu-
theran Church in Esko. Arrange-

ments entrusted to Atkins North-
land Funeral Home in Cloquet. To 
sign the guestbook and leave an 
online tribute, see www.atkinsnorth-
landfuneralhome.com
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Donald Ray Henninger, 91, passed 
away on Saturday, Nov. 27, 2021. He was 
born in Barnum on April 27, 1930, to 
Ralph and Nora (Fall) Henninger. He grew 
up in the Nemadji area, where he attended 
Central School. 

At age 17, Don went to work for Dia-
mond Match in Cloquet, where he became 
a 1st Class engineer. 

In 1949, Don married Carol Willey and 
they spent 72 wonderful years together. In 
1965, they purchased a dairy farm 
outside of Mahtowa, where they 
spent the rest of their lives. � ey 
worked side by side building the 
farm while they raised four children.

A� er retirement, Don and Carol trav-
eled throughout the United States with 
their camping group, the Cra� y Travelers.

Don was a master welder and a jack 

of all trades. He built numerous pieces of 
playground equipment that were enjoyed 
by many. He also built and repaired many 
pieces of farm equipment.

Don was a member of the Mahtowa 
Covenant Church.

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Ralph and Nora Henninger; brothers, 
Jim, Vernon and Ernie; and his children, 
Gary and Mary. He is survived by his wife, 
Carol; his daughters, Betty Denton and 

Deborah Renstrom; and his daugh-
ter-in-law, Kay Henninger. He is also 
survived by his brothers, Ed and 
Gordy; and his sister, Eleanore Riley.

Private family services were held. 
Arrangements were provided by Whisper-
ing Pines Funeral & Cremation Service.
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DEATH NOTICES
Kaylah Hope Hietala, 23, of Duluth 

lost her batttle with addiction on Dec. 2, 
2021. Visitation: 10 a.m. until the 11 a.m. 
memorial service Friday, Dec. 10 at Nel-
son Funeral Care in Cloquet.

Robert Henry Botz, 89, of Cloquet 

died peacefully Nov. 27, 2021. A Celebra-
tion of Life will be held in the spring.

Ronald Edward Laminen, 86, of Carl-
ton died Dec. 5, 2021 at Inter-Faith Care. 
Memorial service: 10:30 a.m. � ursday, 
Dec. 16 at Inter-Faith Care Center. 

Marilyn A. Tvedt, 80, of Wrenshall 
passed away Dec. 7, 2021, at Community 
Memorial Hospital in Cloquet. She was 
born Sept. 11, 1941, in McGregor, the 
daughter of Helmer and Mabel 
(Patrick) Johnson.

Marilyn graduated from 
McGregor High School and 
two years of X-ray technician 
training at the Duluth Clinic. 
She was united in marriage to 
Kenneth Tvedt on Jan. 20, 1962, 
at Zion Lutheran Church in 
Cloquet. Marilyn worked at the 
Duluth Clinic, and also for the 
Moose Lake State Hospital, later the 
Minnesota Correctional Facility, 
for 30 years. She was a member of 
Elim Lutheran Church in Blackhoof 
Township, and enjoyed sewing, 
gardening, and especially spending time 
with her family.

Marilyn was preceded in death by 
her parents; one granddaughter, Alys-
sa Glumac; and brothers, Robert, John 

and Ralph Johnson. She is survived by 
her husband, Kenneth; children, Mi-
chelle (Keith) Standridge, Deanna (Stan) 
Glumac, Marcie (Scott) Edin, and Je�  

(Wendi) Tvedt; grandchildren 
Lauren Oster, Mikayla Oster, 
Nick (Kayla) Glumac, Alyson 
(Tyler) Burggra� , Kyle (Katrina) 
Tvedt, Kory Tvedt and Kody 
Tvedt; great-grandchildren, Ari-
ana � omas and Madeline Tvedt; 
sister, Arlene (Jerome) Scherber; 
sisters-in-law, Anita Johnson,

Kathy Johnson and Cheryl 
Johnson; and numerous nieces, 

nephews, and friends.
Visitation: 1 p.m. until the 2 p.m. 

memorial service Sunday, Dec. 12 at 
Elim Lutheran Church in Blackhoof 
Township. A luncheon and time of 

fellowship will follow in the church social 
hall. Arrangements are with Nelson Fu-
neral Care of Cloquet.
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Martin Rediske, 64, of Cloquet passed 
away in St. Luke’s Hospital Friday, Dec. 
3, 2021. He was born in St. Paul 
on March 2, 1957 to Charles and 
Adeline Rediske. He was raised 
in Shoreview and graduated 
from Mounds View High School 
in 1975.

Martin worked for Synagro
for 30 years as a machine mech-
anic and retired in 2020. He en-
joyed golf, and collecting agates 
and old coins.

Martin never le�  a friend behind, 
and always tried to lend a helping 
hand to anyone he knew. He was a 
very jovial man, had a great sense of 

humor and wasn’t afraid to break the ice.
Martin was preceded in death by his 

parents, one sister and two 
brothers. He is survived by one 
sister and � ve brothers.

Visitation: 9 a.m. until the 11 
a.m. service Saturday, Dec. 11 at 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 
615 12th St., Cloquet. A lunch 
will follow the service at Atkins 
Northland Funeral Home in 
Cloquet. In lieu of � owers please 
make a donation to the charity of 

your choice. To sign the guestbook 
and leave an online tribute see www.
atkinsnorthlandfuneralhome.com

Pine Knot News, Dec. 10, 2021

Martin Rediske
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Barnum native and Pearl Harbor veter-
an Don Long passed away peacefully on 
August 16, 2021, in his home in Napa. He 
was born on June 22, 1921, the eldest son 
of Anna and Bert Long, in St. 
Cloud and was preceded in death 
by his brothers Jack, Ken and 
Dick, his sisters Joan and Gladys 
and his wife of 64 years, Made-
line Long. 

Don was 100 years old, a 
member of the “greatest genera-
tion,” and enjoyed many events 
celebrating WWII veterans 
during the last decade of his life, 
including being honored in the Pine Knot 
News and Cloquet July Fourth parade as a 
Pearl Harbor veteran.

A� er graduating from Barnum High 
School he hitchhiked to California to � nd 
work, and, when he couldn’t, he joined the 
Navy in March of 1941. On Dec 7, 1941, 
he was sitting in a seaplane on Kaneohe 
Bay (across the island from Pearl Harbor) 
when it was strafed and caught � re, for 
which he was later awarded the Purple 
Heart.

Don met his wife, Madeline Anderson, 
at a roller skating rink in Oakland, Cali-
fornia when he was at radio school in Al-
ameda. � ey married in October of 1943 
at the Navy chapel in Pensacola, Florida 
when Don was in � ight training. He got 
his wings on Christmas Eve of 1943.

He � ew the Atlantic Barrier � ights 
between Newfoundland, Iceland and the 
Azores in the early 1960s, part of the Early 
Warning system. 

He retired as commander in 1962, 
taught woodworking at El Cajon High 
School, and in the mid-1970s used his 

piloting and naval skills to captain private 
� shing boats in Cabo San Lucas, Mexico, 
sailing or � ying clients down from Coro-
nado where he and Madeline retired. � ey 

moved to Napa in 1991 to be 
closer to their grandsons.

Don was cremated at Tulocay 
in the company of those grand-
sons, Andrew Long MacLaggan 
and Benjamin Long Miles, and 
Andrew’s wife Shawny MacLag-
gan, his great-grandsons Bran-
non and Corran Long MacLag-
gan, his daughter Kit Long, and a 
family friend, Peggy Parrott.

Don loved camping and enjoyed taking 
the boys on summer camping road trips 
back to Minnesota, teaching them to � sh, 
light � res with � int and swim in lakes. He 
amazed family and friends by continu-
ing those trips on his own as recently as 
2017 when he was 96, and mastering the 
technology for keeping in touch on his 
cell phone. Eventually unable to travel 
so far, he o� en took local drives to enjoy 
the scenery and wildlife around the Napa 
Valley. He was a skilled woodworker, and 
played the guitar, ukulele and accordion.

He was cared for in his home by his 
grandson, Ben. � ough not able to play as 
actively with his great-grandsons, he al-
ways enjoyed having their noisy happiness 
nearby. He had many visitors, both old 
friends and new ones from his recent role 
as a celebrated Pearl Harbor veteran, as 
well as caregivers who enjoyed his conver-
sations and interest in their lives.

A memorial service with military 
honors was held in September at the Napa 
Yacht Club.
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Donald Berton Long
OBITUARIES

Editor’s note: Each year, on 
the anniversary of the Dec. 
7, 1941 Pearl Harbor attack, 
the Pine Knot News checked 
in with Don. We were sad-
dened to � nd out he passed 
away in August, and want 
to share his obituary with 
readers. Below is a 2019 
Pine Knot story on Don 
and his day in the middle of 
history.

Jana Peterson
news@pineknotnews.com

Some memories never 
fade.

Don Long remembers 
the morning of Dec. 7, 
1941 like it was yesterday.

� e Barnum High 
School 1939 grad had been 
at Kaneohe Bay Naval Air 
Station in Hawaii for about 
only two weeks when the 
Japanese attacked Pearl 
Harbor, an act of aggres-
sion that catapulted the 
United States into World 
War II. 

“I was a Seaman Second 
Class, the lowest animal in 
the Navy,” Long said in a 
phone interview from his 
home in Napa, California 
this week. “I’d been to boot 
camp and radio school, 
and they’d assigned me to 
a � ight crew as the second 
radioman.”

Now 98 years old, Long 
remembers the Japanese at-
tack clearly. He was the sole 
person aboard one of four 
Catalina PBY-5 airplanes 
anchored out on the bay, 
having been dropped o�  at 
about 7:40 a.m., and was 
getting ready to practice 
signals with the tower on 
shore.

He remembers seeing 
between 30 and 40 planes 
� y overhead.

“I assumed it was the 
Army out doing exercises, 
although it seemed weird 
for a Sunday morning,” he 
said.

Shortly a� er that, bombs 
started falling on the 
hangar area at Kaneohe 
as Long watched. Located 
across the island of Oahu, 
Kaneohe Bay was attacked 
� ve minutes before Pearl 
Harbor.

“Within minutes � ghter 
planes came in, we think, 
they hit the planes on the 
water � rst. � e theory 
being they didn’t want 
any planes coming up to 
challenge them,” Long said, 
explaining that he was a 
radioman, not a pilot, and 
couldn’t have � own the 
plane or shot at the Japa-
nese airplanes without the 
rest of the crew anyway.

Within a minute or two 
all the planes were a� ame 
and burning, even the 
water outside of the Long’s 
plane was on � re. 

“� ey hit the wing 
tanks,  and almost imme-
diately the entire plane was 

engulfed in � ames — with 
me in the middle,” he said. 
“At this point, I knew I had 
to get out and I dashed to-
ward the rear exit through 
the � ames with no more 
thoughts of a life jacket.”

Long jumped into 
the water, through more 
� ames, and swam to a 
buoy about 200 yards away, 
collecting some � rst- and 
second-degree burns on 
his hands and face in the 
process. He had to remove 
his boots a� er swimming 
about 15-20 yards because 
they got so heavy.

“I didn’t have a life jack-
et, so I swam there for sup-
port,” he explained. “I also 
� gured if they made a run 
on me in the water, I could 
get under the buoy and be 
safe. But I never noticed 
any attempt on me. I’m 
certain their instructions 
were to keep the planes on 
the ground.”

All he could do was 
watch, as the Japanese 
pilots continued to bomb 
the naval station, blowing 
up more hangars and air-
planes, maybe half a mile 
away from where he was 
perched in the water.

“A second wave came 
at about 9 a.m.,” he said. 
“I think they bombed and 
strafed the shore facilities 
again. At about 10 things 
settled down again.”

About half an hour later, 
he saw a boat coming out 
to look for survivors. Long 

was the only one of the 
four who were guarding the 
planes to make it. 

When they got back to 
shore Long was greeted 
by squadron mates, telling 
him they thought they’d 
never see him again.

“I probably looked pret-
ty bad, with oil all over my 
body and clothes,” he said. 
� ey took him to the sick 
bay, a little hospital that 
was bursting at the seams.

“� ere were guys with 
serious injuries, all the 
chairs and bunks were 
full,” he said, noting that 
the medical sta�  examined 
him quickly, put a survivor 
tag on him and told him to 
wait, which was � ne with 
Long. “I sat on the � oor a 
couple hours while they 
treated other guys. Later 
they  treated my burns 
with some kind of salve, 
bandaged me and I was 
returned to duty.”

Long would spend the 
next two nights sleeping on 
a beach with a group of 20-
30 other squadron mem-
bers, waiting for another 
attack.

“A confusion reigned ev-
erywhere,” Long said. “We 
all expected an attack, a 
landing party. Fortunately, 
that never happened.”

Only 20 people died 
on the attack at the fairly 
small Kaneohe Bay Naval 
Air Station, but according 
to history.com, more than 
2,500 died in the attacks on 

Pearl Harbor and six other 
military bases on the Ha-
waiian island of Oahu and 
1,000 more were wounded. 
Eighteen American ships 
and nearly 300 airplanes 
were destroyed.

Long received a Purple 
Heart medal for his injuries 
in the line of duty, and 
went on to serve across the 
Paci� c, including Midway, 
Johnston Island, the Fijis 
and Guadalcanal.

“� ere were still Japa-
nese on the island then,” he 
said, referring to Guadal-
canal. “Sometimes there 
would be raids by land 
forces at night, but the 
Marines and Army usually 
kept them at bay.”

� e Japanese never cap-
tured the air� eld.

A� er Guadalcanal, 
Long was assigned to � ight 
school back in the U.S. He 
never returned to combat; 
rather he was assigned 
other Navy duties for the 
remainder of the war. 

Long stayed in a� er 
the war, spending a total 
of 22 years in the Navy 
and ending his career as a 
commander.

A� er that he was a 
teacher for 15 years, then 
got his Coast Guard license 
and became a charter boat 
skipper, making regular 
runs from San Diego to 
Cabo San Lucas in Mexico 
for about 10 years.

Even in retirement 
he remained active and, 
until a couple years ago, 
drove cross-country every 

summer to come � shing in 
Minnesota and Canada and 
spend time with friends 
and family, like his niece, 
Brenda Alanen.

“I try to keep the stu�  
above the shoulders alert, 
even if stu�  below the neck 
isn’t so hot,” Long said, 
referring to some mobility 

issues he’s been struggling 
with, even as he continues 
to go to a gym regularly. 
“I’ve been smiled on by 
someone up above. I’ve 
had a life as an older man 
that’s been pretty great. But 
I do miss coming back to 
Minnesota.”

Barnum native recalls 
1941 Pearl Harbor attack

Don Long poses with a photo of himself as a young 
sailor. Pine Knot News fi le

LOOK US UP ONLINE AT:  BANDBMARKETCLOQUET.COM  For Other In-Store Specials

ON TOP OF BIG LAKE HILL–CLOQUET, MN
PRICES GOOD Dec. 11 - Dec. 17, 2021

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
MON.-FRI. 6 A.M.-7 P.M.
SAT.-SUN. 7 A.M.-7 P.M.

(218) 879-3555

BONE-IN
PORK 
BUTT

$188
lb

$429
lb

FAMILY PACK BAGS
GROUND 
BEEF5-lb AVERAGE

$599
1-lb
pkg

ELLIOT’S 
THICK-SLICED 
BACON
APPLEWOOD OR HICKORY

BEEF
SIRLOIN
BALLTIPS
STEW MEAT $5.99

$599
lb

BEEF

BONE-IN

PORK 
CHOPS

$199
lb

• REGULAR • STUFFED

BEEF
PRIME
RIB
NOW TAKING ORDERS FOR THE HOLIDAY

lb

OUR HOMEMADE
SYLTA & 
POTATO 
SAUSAGE

$599
lb

MN-GOLD 16 oz pkg
APPLEWOOD 
OR HICKORY
BACON

$699
a pkg

a bag

or 2 for $3

maLt-O-meaL
32 OZ BAG
CEREAL 

$199

New York Strip Steak
FAMILY PACK    INDIvIDUAL

$799
lb

$999
lb

CHRISTMAS TREES
WREATHS & EVERGREEN POTS

• PICK YOUR OWN
• PERFECT FOR THE HOLIDAY!

SANTA IS COMING 
TO TOWN!

12/18 • 2-4PM • B&B PARKING LOT

KOR-BERT HAMS
  1/2 HAM           WHOLE HAM

$319
lb

$299
lb

BEEF
aRm CHUCK
ROAST $449

lb

$1299

BREADED 
SHRIMP
REGULAR OR COCONUT

$1499
2.5-lb
bag

LOBSTER
TAIL
MARKET PRICE

$4699
lb

BEEF SUET &
DOG BONES

$199
lb

RING BONES

$349
lb

MARROW 
BONES
$349

lb

$399
each

15 OZ

JUMBO
PASTYS
REGULAR OR RUTABAGA

HERRING CUTLETS 2# PARTY PAIL
   OLSEN                   DAY

$799
EACH

$899
EACH
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LETTERS TOSanta
Write a letter to Santa and we will share them! 

All letters received by noon on Dec. 17 
will be published in the Christmas edition 

of the Pine Knot News. 
Please take a cell phone picture of 

handwritten letters and send them to 
news@pineknotnews.com. Parents can also 

transcribe letters (original spelling, punctuation 
and all) and email the text. To go old-school, 

drop o� or mail letters to: Pine Knot News, 122 
Avenue C, Cloquet MN 55720

THE HOLIDAYS 
COME HOME

The snow came a day late but holiday spirits were 
high during the annual Santa’s Home for the Holidays 
events last weekend in Cloquet. Whether enjoying sto-
ries by Mrs. Claus, eating s’mores, singing or watching 
the parades, people were actually eager for fun. 

They were shopping too. Allison Jerde, coordinator 
of the Holiday Expo at Churchill Elementary School, 
said they had a steady stream of people visiting the 
126 vendor booths there. “I think it was successful for 
what’s going on right now,” she said of the fair.

After last year’s event was canceled due to the pan-
demic, the event’s success “spoke to the community’s 
need to get back together, said Cloquet city councilor 
Chris Swanson. “It was wildly successful and really fun 
to see the fi reworks. Bravo to the organizers.”

This was the fi rst year that the Carlton County Unit-
ed Way ran the event.

— Jana Peterson / Pine Knot News

Fireworks punctuated a day of holiday cheer Saturday 
in Cloquet. Jana Peterson / Pine Knot News

The Grinch and Cindy Lou started Saturday’s holiday parade, and Santa and Mrs. Claus ended the parade. From 
left are Jody Acers and Mary Jane Lundberg from the Cloquet Education Foundation, Cindy Lou Who (Sara Rin-
gat), the Grinch (Connor Hecht) and his dog, Max, along with CAFD’s Sarah Buhs. Contributed photo

This year’s Cloquet holiday parade had a larger than usual number of parade participants on foot, dressed in 
festive gear, some of them singing Christmas carols. Amber Nichols / Pine Knot News
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May the holidays bring you 
health and happiness!

THE HOLIDAYS 
COME HOME

Viola Schlenvogt, 6, concentrates as she decorates a 
Christmas cookie at Wood City Motors Saturday.  
Photos by Jana Peterson / Pine Knot News

Children tell a magician that he’s not seeing them on TV during a magic show at Wood City Motors Saturday, 
where there were also reindeer as part of the Santa’s Home for the Holidays festivities.

A gaggle of Cloquet gnomes sits quietly on a shelf at the Holiday Expo at Churchill 
Elementary School. Jana Peterson / Pine Knot News

A giant snowman waves to the crowds during the Santa’s Home for the Holidays 
parade in Cloquet Saturday night. Amber Nichols / Pine Knot News

There can never be too many cooks at the annual 
Touch of Scandinavia Christmas bazaar at Bethesda 
Lutheran Church. It had another big event Saturday. 
Linda Erickson / Pine Knot News

The Cloquet High School 
madrigal singers set the 
scene at the firehall with 
Christmas carols before 
the parade started. 
Jody Acers / Pine Knot 
News



Get Get 
tied tied 

up in up in 
KnotsKnots

Enjoy this free Enjoy this free 
supplement to supplement to 
the Pine Knot the Pine Knot 

News, which is News, which is 
being placed at being placed at 

select businesses select businesses 
around the around the 

county. county. 

We encourage We encourage 
those getting those getting 
a taste of the a taste of the 
paper here to paper here to 

subscribe to the subscribe to the 
Pine Knot. We’ve Pine Knot. We’ve 
been deemed the been deemed the 
most outstanding most outstanding 

weekly weekly 
newspaper in the newspaper in the 

state in the state in the 
annual contest annual contest 

run by the run by the 
Minnesota Minnesota 
Newspaper Newspaper 
Association. Association. 

Supporting Supporting 
your local your local 

newspaper is a newspaper is a 
part of supporting part of supporting 
your community.your community.

Use the Use the 
subscription subscription 
form insideform inside

to receive the to receive the 
Pine Knot for only Pine Knot for only 

$5 a month.$5 a month.

Great Gifts 
with FREE gift wrapping
OPEN Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

   Sundays noon - 5 p.m.
1412 Hwy 33 S. Cloquet

CHRISTMAS SALE!
25% OFF Storewide!
Shop our newly expanded selection of jewelry and gifts

FINE
DIAMONDS

WATCHES
and GIFTS

1010 Cloquet Avenue, Cloquet  • 218-879-8894
weekdays: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. • sat. 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

CLOSED ON SUNDAY

Santa’s elves live here

LOCAL HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE

Pine Knot News

We’ve heard much about supply 
chain issues over the past year 
or two as the world reckons with 
the Covid-19 pandemic. Rather 
than stress about whether that 
mass-produced item you panic-
ordered on Amazon will make it 
here on time, we here at the Pine 
Knot News suggest you take a look 
(in person or online) at your own 
backyard.

Buying locally is, a� er all, a win 
in so many ways. Gi� s are o� en 
made (or grown) right here in 
Carlton County. Gi� s or gi�  cer-
ti� cates from local businesses and 
services are a treat for that special 
person and they help support the 
local economy. � e environmen-
tal impact of ordering online is 
signi� cant, while purchasing a gi�  
already available here takes min-
imal travel time, and sometimes 
local businesses will even deliver. 
Just ask.

If you are shipping those gi� s to 
faraway places, keep in mind that 
Cloquet Pack & Mail Plus can help 
your packages get where they need 

to be in time for Christmas. � ey 
encourage you to ship your pack-
ages between Dec. 13 and 17 to 
ensure your gi�  arrives in time. 
Need to print out your Christmas 
letter? � ey o� er photocopying 
services too.

� ere are only two weeks until 
Christmas, so let’s get shopping.
Farm fresh

Searching for the perfect gi�  for 
someone who values supporting 
local farms and businesses?  Or 
the person on your list who loves 
top-quality produce? � e North-
ern Harvest Farm Holiday Gi�  
Box features locally grown, organic 
produce from Northern Harvest 
Farm, along with local maple 
syrup from Holly & Korie Osvold, 
pure vanilla extract from Sweet 
Land Farm, and a handmade card 
from local artist Carrie Schaefer 
for $70. Visit https://csa.farmigo.
com/store/northernharvestfarm or 
call Rick at 218-384-9779.

Wild Fern’s soaps are handcra� -
ed in Mahtowa using the tradi-
tional cold process method, which 
allows the nutrient value of the 

ingredients to remain undamaged.  
At the same time, this method 
retains in the soap the naturally 
formed moisturizing glycer-
in — unlike most commercial 
soaps. Wild Fern soaps contain 11 
di� erent moisturizing oils.  Since 
they are hand-cut, bar sizes vary 

slightly, weighing between 3 1/2 
and 4 ounces. All soaps are labeled 
with a complete list of ingredients.  
� ey also carry handcra� ed wood-
en soap dishes. See wildfernsoaps.
com or call 218-464-2502.

Continued on next page
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EXTRA

Northern Harvest Farm • Holiday Gift Box



www.PineKnotNews.com12  Friday, December 10, 2021 Pine Knot News  EXTRA

Your shipping & mailing decomplicators!
We’ll help you get your Christmas gifts 
where they need to be.
To ensure delivery in time for Christmas
ship your packages by Friday, Dec. 17

Three convenient locations!
1110 Cloquet Ave. Cloquet
1626 London Rd. Duluth
4602 Grand Ave. Duluth

Hours: 
Monday-Friday 11am-1am, Sat. & Sun. 8am-1am
Now serving breakfast every weekend

879-1889 
1410 Prospect Avenue West, Cloquet

Hours: 
Monday-Friday 11am-1am, Sat. & Sun. 8am-1am
Now serving breakfast every weekendgift cardgift card

Gift cards and merchandise 
from Carmen’s make great gifts!

Continued from previous page

Sweet Land Farm has in-
cluded all of its bestsellers in 
this handmade gi�  box for $39, 
making it a unique way to pam-
per that special person in your 
life, or to pamper yourself! � e 
box includes handmade soap, 
pure vanilla extract, lotion bar, 
lip balm and a handmade card.  
Everything you need for a unique 
and handmade gi� . Find this gi�  
box, and all gi�  options at www.
sweetlandmn.com.

Want to make sure your friend 
or family member gets enough 
veggies and support those local 
farmers even more? Buy them 
a membership to a local CSA 
(community supported agricul-
ture), which gives the farmer 
up-front money to grow food 
and the member a season of fresh 
vegetables and more. Go to min-
nesotagrown.com and search for 
CSA by city or zip code.

Have some fun
Are you looking for a way to 

scare up some fun this holiday 
season? Look no further than All 
Hallows’ Eve. � is locally made 
board game takes 2-4 players 
back to the leaf-strewn streets of 
Halloween to play as either the 
Chaperone in charge of getting 
the Trick-or-Treaters through the 
night or as one of three Monsters 
inhabiting the world. For more 
information or to treat yourself 
to a copy, contact Darrell Davey 
at worldofahe@gmail.com or 
by joining the Facebook group, 
“� e World of All Hallows’ Eve.” 
Supplies are limited.

Ski passes make fun a little 
more a� ordable for the skiers 
among us. Gi�  a day pass or 
season pass to Mont du Lac, 
Spirit Mountain, Giants Ridge or 
Lutsen Mountains for alpine and 
Nordic skiing, snowboarding and 
tubing opprtunities.

Buy season tickets to the 
County Seat � eater and give 
someone a treat they’ll enjoy 
again every time there’s a new 
show.

Buy a season pass to one of 
the many area golf courses: � e 
Rugged Spruce Golf Club in 
Mahtowa, Moose Lake Golf Club 
in Sturgeon Lake, Pine Hill Golf 
Club in Carlton, Big Lake Golf 
Resort, Cloquet Country Club, 
Proctor Golf Course in Proc-
tor, Grand View Golf Links on 
Midway Road in Duluth, or � e 
Retreat Golf Course in Flood-
wood.

Wearable stu� 
Bearaboo sweatshirts feature 

original designs by Emma. � ey 
are super comfy and wash really 

well. Sweatshirts are $45.  
Other Bearaboo merchandise 

includes beanies, T-shirts, travel 
mugs and pottery mugs, as well 
as gi�  certi� cates.

Carmen’s Bar and Restaurant 
o� ers an assortment of branded 
merchandise such as ball caps 
and T-shirts. (� ey also o� er 
beer and wine classes.)

Buskala’s Jewelry has been a 
� xture in Cloquet since 1881. 
It’s a true-blue, old-fashioned 
jewelry store located right on 
Cloquet Avenue, run by a jeweler 
who learned the trade at his 
father’s feet but who also feels 
comfortable using a laser to weld 
tiny pieces of jewelry. During 
their annual Christmas sale, their 
newly expanded selection of 
jewelry and gi� s is all 25 percent 
o�  storewide. Stop in and visit 
with John and Joanne while you 
search for something that will be 
cherished forever.

Arts, crafts
� ere are many local artists, 

photographers and other makers 
hoping to share and sell their cre-
ations to people who appreciate 
what they do.

Although some of the sea-
son’s biggest arts and cra� s fairs 
have come and gone, including 
the Holiday Expo at Churchill 
last Saturday, the shopping isn’t 
over yet. Keep a close eye on 
your church newsletter, because 
church bazaars are a great place 
to � nd something unique.

Head to the annual Country 
Store at Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, 515 Skyline Boulevard 
in Cloquet. Find � ne handwork, 
quilts, plated cookies, pickles, 
jams, jellies, candies, gi�  jars and 
more 9-11 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 11.

Magnolia Café’s Holiday Mar-
ket – Gi�  certi� cates are avail-
able, and you can also shop an 
assortment of locally made items 
by area artists and makers.

Rocks are art, too. Find an 

incredibly wide assortment of 
polished rocks and jewelry made 
from those rocks at � e Rock 
Place in West End Cloquet. � ey 
sell gi�  certi� cates too, perfect 
for the rockhound in your life. 

Browse the Encore! Gallery 
at the Encore! Performing Arts 
Center, featuring art for sale by a 
variety of local artists. 

� e Pine Knot News gallery is 
featuring photos by Dan Malkov-
ich and Will Stenberg. Stop by 
the o�  ce at 122 Avenue C and 
order a print.

Cloquet-based Adam Swanson 
is a painter and muralist whose 
o� erings include a� ordable prints 
to � t your holiday budget, rang-
ing from $40 to $65 for enhanced 
matte paper or $175 to $225 for 
stretched canvas. Choose any 
print at www.adamswanson.
com as either a print on paper or 
canvas. To order, email adam@
adamswanson.com with title and 
size.

Home decor
Check out the Yah! Sure! 

Minnesota tea towel and Swed-
ish dishcloth. � is hand-printed 
tea towel is made of 100-percent 
cotton and features a loop for 
hanging. Swedish dishcloths are 
super-absorbent and can hold 
up to 20 times their weight in 
liquid. Both feature illustrations 
by Cloquet’s Carrie Schaefer. It’s 
eco-friendly and makes a great 
gi� ! www.schaeferdesign.org.

In addition to all the ser-
vices you’d expect to � nd at a 
� orist, Skutevik’s Floral has an 
assortment of gi�  items includ-
ing artwork from local artists. 
CrystalsMNCreations handcra� s 
adorable and whimsical gnomes 
for a variety of occasions and 
Dälarnia Woodworks repurpos-
es reclaimed wood and turns it 
into Scandinavian designs that 
are fused with Americana and 
Southwestern styles.

Bergquist Imports o� ers a 

taste of Scandinavia right here in 
Cloquet, with everything from 
T-shirts, hats and socks from the 
old country to the kitchenware 
and recipe books you need to 
recreate your grandma’s famous 
treats. Books, slippers, wooden 
clogs. Mugs and other dishes to 
remind people of faraway places. 
For those who don’t need a gi�  
that will hang around, there 
are jams and jellies, chocolates, 
specialty candies and more. Stop 
in at Bergquist: you never know 
what you will discover.

Wood� re Candle Company is 
an artisan, woman-owned and 
-operated candle studio locat-
ed in the heart of Esko. A� er 
starting one candle at a time in a 
Duluth kitchen, Wood� re is now 
a team of eight, hand-pouring 
candles and home fragrance in 
a dedicated studio in Carlton 
County.

Wood� re candles are simple 
and intentional in design. � ey 
use only 100-percent soy wax, 
farmed in the U.S. Fragrances are 
phthalate-free and we don’t add 
anything fancy or frilly. But there 
is sound. All candles are made 
with wooden wicks that crackle 
so� ly as they burn, like tiny little 
bon� res.

Grab a package of co� ee or 
tea and a mug too from Gordy’s 
Warming House, where they’re 
also running their annual gi�  
certi� cate special: Buy $100, get 
$25 free.

Surprise them with something 
totally unexpected. Call Tom at 
Cloquet Flooring — there may 
still be time to install your new 
� oor before Santa arrives.

Good eats
Gi�  certi� cates to a favorite 

local bar and grill, restaurant 
or co� ee house are sure to be 
appreciated. 

We encourage you to support 
the establishments who’ve sup-

ported the Pine Knot News with 
their advertising dollars over the 
past three years. 

In Carlton, the Magnolia Café, 
3rd Base Bar and the Streetcar 
Kitchen & Pub are all great 
options. 

Wrenshall has Bricks Pub & 
Grub and � e Brickyard Restau-
rant. 

When in Esko, Mike’s Café & 
Pizzeria hits the spot. 

In Cloquet, Common Ground 
Co� ee Bar & Deli, Gordy’s 
Warming House, Bearaboo Cof-
fee, Carmen’s Bar and Restau-
rant, Perkins, Southgate Family 
Pizzeria, Hong Kong Restaurant, 
Dairy Queen Grill & Chill and 
the River Inn Bar & Grill are all 
good options. 

Famous as the only bar and 
restaurant in Wisconsin that you 
can get to only from Minnesota is 
the Wabegon Bar & Grill.

Or give the gi�  of groceries. 
B&B Market and Carlton Meat & 
Grocery o� er gi�  certi� cates for 
someone who’d rather stay home 
and share the love around the 
kitchen table.

Homemade goodies are also 
greatly appreciated during the 
holiday season. Make memo-
ries and gi� s while you concoct 
homemade jams and jellies, 
fudge, Christmas cookies and 
more.

Continued on next page

LOCAL HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE

Local artist Carrie Schaefer • www.schaeferdesign.org

Bergquist Imports • Scandinavian Delights

Bearaboo • Warm Stu� 
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Stays away
� ere are several charm-

ing bed and breakfast 
options such as the Olden-
burg House located near 
the Munger Trail and Jay 
Cooke State Park in Carl-
ton or the Historic Scott 
House, built on the shore of 
Lac La Belle in 1869. Orig-
inally an inn for stagecoach 
travelers and also a trading 
post and general store on 
the Military Road, the � rst 
road to connect St. Paul, 
Minnesota to Superior, 
Wisconsin.

� e Northeastern Hotel 
on Cloquet’s Dunlap Island 
is steeped in history and 
one of the few buildings to 
survive the Cloquet Fire of 
1918.

Subscribe
A subscription to the 

Pine Knot News really is a 
gi�  that keeps on giving. It 
lands in the mailbox every 
week, there to inform and 
entertain, packed with 
stories that are unique, 
local and useful. Senior 
subscriptions are only $48 
a year. � e Pine Knot is 
the only locally owned, 
independent newspaper in 
Carlton County and was 
deemed the “most out-
standing weekly news-
paper” by its peers at the 
2021 Minnesota newspaper 
convention. Call 218-878-
9332, stop by the o�  ce 
(where we also sell mugs 
and T-shirts) or subscribe 
online at pineknotnews.
com. You can also clip and 

send the form on this page.
Remember

Lights of Love — for 
those who have too much 
stu� ! Recognize those 
who’ve had an impact on 
your life. For a $7 donation 
you can light a white light 
in memory of those no lon-
ger with us, a red light in 
appreciation of those who 
are living or a blue light in 
honor or remembrance of 
our military through the 
Community Memorial 
Hospital Volunteer Ser-
vices Organization. � e 
names of all honorees will 
be published in the Dec. 24 
Pine Knot News. Dona-
tions must be received 
by Wednesday, Dec. 15. 
Contact Deanna Johnson at 
218-879-4641 ext. 7142.

At the end of the day, 
Christmas is not really 
about the gi� s, but about 
giving. Time is one of the 
best gi� s to others. Take 
them to the movies, sit 

and visit, take a walk, go 
� shing, play cards, go gro-
cery shopping and make a 
meal together. Put down 
the phones and enjoy their 
company. Happy holidays, 
everyone.

Local news 
is worth it.

$60 Carlton County • $48 Senior rate  • $40 online only 

Invest in local news and save money at the same time!
BECOME A SUBSCRIBER

1 year 2 year 3 year

Enclosed check or money order $______________
        Mail or drop o� payment:

Pine Knot News, 122 Avenue C, Cloquet MN 55720

or call (218) 878-9332
Subscribe online at www.PineKnotNews.com

Name: ___________________________________________

Address:__________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ____________________________________

Phone: ___________________________________________

Email: ___________________________________________

Pay only $5 a month to have the paper delivered to your mailbox.  
(Or $4 a month for seniors.)

Pine Knot News  EXTRA

Box Office: 878-0071
www.countyseattheater.com

AUDITIONS
Sunday, Dec. 19   6:00 pm

Directed by Joel Soukkala
Audition Packets available at the theater or online.
Multiple roles for men, women and young actors.

Holiday gifts, 
decor, delivery
and more!and more!

305 Broadway St., Cloquet • 879-6177
M-F 8:30am-5pm • Sat. 9am-12pm 

GRAND
SALE

BURGER’S SHOES & REPAIR

FRIDAY & SATURDAY • DECEMBER 10 & 11

GRAND
SALE

BURGER’S SHOES & REPAIRBURGER’S SHOES & REPAIR

FRIDAY & SATURDAY • DECEMBER 10 & 11

1609 Carlton Avenue  I  Cloquet  I  218.879.3015

PRIZE DRAWINGS & REFRESHMENTS
Open weekdays 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 9:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Carmen LaPlant, 
Owner

“Thank you 
for your 

continued 
support!”

       Box Office: 878-0071
www.countyseattheater.com

Now showing!!
Live performances 

now thru Dec. 12
Also available 

on demand Dec. 9-12

Happy Holidays from the County Seat Theater
2022 Season passes 

& gift certificates make 
great Christmas gifts! 
Visit our gallery of local 

artists for more gift ideas.

A thoughtful gi�.
Gentle, natural
rich and aromatic.
�e perfect 
stocking stu�er!

A thoughtful gi�.A thoughtful gi�.A thoughtful gi�.

LOCAL HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE

Sweet Land Farm • Gift Box

The Rock Place • Gift Certifi cates
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             First Name: _________________________________               Age:__________________

Last Name:_________________________________Address:_________________________________________________________ Phone #:_______________________
Kids 12 and younger, color this Christmas picture for Santa’s Pine Knot News 
Coloring Contest! If Santa’s elves pick your picture as one of their favorites 
we’ll publish it in the Christmas edition of the Pine Knot News. Get your 
picture to the Pine Knot News by Friday, December 17 so we have plenty of 
time to get all of the pictures to the North Pole to be judged. You can mail 
or bring your picture to the Pine Knot News, 122 Ave. C, Cloquet, MN 55720. 
You can email it to ads@pineknotnews.com or text a photo of it to 218-391-
3696. You can also include a letter to Santa and we’ll get that to him too!

With over 40 years experience, 
the professionals at Sunnarborg Well 

Drilling Inc. can provide you with 
all the services you need for your 

residential or commercial water well, 
including installations, drilling       

and well sealing.
10 E. Palkie Rd, Esko - 218-879-4080

www.PumpsandWellDrilling.com

Wishing you well! 

Sunnarborg 
Well Drilling Inc.

Happy Holidays!

Sunnarborg     Sunnarborg     Sunnarborg Sunnarborg     Sunnarborg     Sunnarborg 

Wishing you and yours 
a happy holiday season. 

218-879-7575

OIL

“Your Full Service Printer”
LOCALLY OWNED

104 Cloquet Ave., Cloquet • 218-879-5109

Best Wishes for a 

Happy Holiday Season
From your Exhaust Pros,

Jim & Mike

AUTOMOTIVE 
REPAIR CENTER
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HONOR ROLLS

Wrenshall Schools
Quarter 1
A HONOR ROLL
Olivia Aldridge
Natylee Anderson
Bryce Bartczak
Eli Beetcher
Gavin Beetcher
Corvus Eckdahl
Sage Fernquist
Mason Goetz
Addison Hulgan
Taylor Hulgan
Eathen Johnson
Jenna Johnson
Kaylie Lammi
Elliana Lattu
Joel Lembke
Joseph Mills
Tyler Mills
Alex Murray
Andrew Olesen
Isaias Padilla
Camden Peterson
Abbie Resberg
Isabel Riley
Jack Riley
Dustin Roepke
Molly Sheda
Janae Sjodin
Jeshua Sjodin
Magdalene Sowada
Kaya Stark
Birk Stensaas
Alexis Swanson
Eli Twedt
Wesley Ward
Maddi Williams
B HONOR ROLL
Aiden Abrahamson
Joshua Anderson
Emma Andrews
Bruddy Axtell
Keely Bergman
Ethan Blanchard
Dakota Carbaugh
Kyler Clarke
Corey Despot
Vannessa Eastlick
Bethany Erjavec
Easton Everett
Laneah Hale
Jordyn Harvey
Riley Harvey
Brie Hoglund
David Hopp
Angel Hughes
Brysen Jessup
Julieauna Johnson
Peyton Johnson
Natalya Kacer
Mira Kilby
Freyja Kirkpatrick
Franklin Kuehnow
Mackenzie Kuehnow
Austin Larva
Eden Loucks
Ryan Mattson
Abby McKay
Ryker Miller
Alexis Nelson
Emalee Nelson
Hannah Niemela
Benjamin Nyberg
Madigan O’Connor
Paige Olson
Andres Padilla
Audranna Padilla
Allie Parker
Kylie Parker
Owen Resberg
Ellisyn Roettger
Kadin Roner
Daylen Schmidt
Tyler Scott
Matthew Shaw
Judah Sjodin
Raef Springer
Jessie Thompson
Samuel Thull
Charles Underwood
Molli Williams
Jacob Wold

Barnum Schools
Quarter 1
A HONOR ROLL
Grade 7
Tessa Bednarek
Marlene Budge
Ruth Dinger
Connor Ferrin
Piper Johnson
Halle Kauppila
Arie Koecher
Lucy Maher
Reuben Olson-Wil-
liams
Nora Piri
Lauren Soukkala
Jlind White-Wyman
Grade 8
Alizondra Collelo
Cadence Fanning
Asher Ferrin
Lucy Franek
Sophia Frank
Grace Grover
Ryder Haggard
BeJay Hennager
Michael Hoover
Brock Hurst
Kash Johnson
Lilly Juhl
Bradley Kalm
Ivar Kasberg
Kyson Landwehr
Riley McNamara
Evan Mundell
MaKenna Nordstrom
Morghan Nynas
Ava Nyquist
Lyla Oetterer
Chandler Olson
Iris Polecheck
Aleksander Shefchik
Annabelle Soukkala
Hartleigh Stecyk
Aubrey Tuura
Abigail Vargo
Samuel Wallace
Grade 9
Ella Bednarek
Kaden Carlson
Casey Corrigan
Connor Corrigan
Jack Dobosenski
Bryce Ferguson
Eli Gilbertson
Keenan Head
Rijah Jones
Janaya Jurek
Madison Koecher
Pierce Korpela
Aili Lund
Spencer Strohm
Megan Swenson
Avery Westendorf
Leslie Westerberg
Grade 10
Megan Anderson
McKenzie Berthiaume
Annaka Bogenholm
Brayden Carlson
Hayden Charboneau
Kira DeCaigny
Dylan Frank
Mark Hall
Ella Heaton
Eli Johnson
Kendra Jurek
Calindria Liggett
Ava Moors
Emmalee Osterman
Ivy Polecheck
Shelby Reynolds
Gwendolyn Rotta
Natalie Vargo
Reagen Warnygora
Grade 11
Jasmine Akurugo
Shawn Bailey
Brady Coughlin
Kathryn Ferrin
Ava Gran
Hudson Kasberg
Rayna Klejeski

Murray Salzer
Gavin Thiry
Dylan Wallace
Brianna Webb
Jacinda Wright
Grade 12
Steven Bednarek
Matthew Berry
Cadence Brown
Mendota Castonguay
Makena Cloutier
Samuel Collier
Jennie DeCaigny
Brooke Doran
Amri Gilbertson
Taylor Graftaas
Dakota Grubbs
Audrey Langhorst
Chloe Loucks
Reese Miletich
Maxwell Moors
Lacie O’Leary
Joseph Peterson
Skye Phipps
KayeLea Poirier
Vittoria Russo
Gracie Schatz
Rose Tobolaski
B HONOR ROLL
Grade 7
Riley Ament
Justin Ballou
Eli Berger
Faith Bernhardson
Blake Bogenholm
Benjamin Brown
Natalie Carlson
Emma Dahl
Lily Dahl
Lillian Genereau
Allison Gresczyk
Jillian Grott
Isabella Harju
Cora Head
Natalie Johnson
Charles Krueger
Taylor Lake
Ali Laveau
Jaxon Noordhoek
Miah Sandberg
Mya Stahlbusch
Taryn Washenesky
Grade 8
Ella Anderson
Kaitlyn Bartz
Wrangler Benson
Kennedy Berthiaume
Elizabeth Bjerkness
Emily Class
Kodi Collier
Zoey Karulak
Jack MacDonald
Danika Olson
Emma Palma-Baran
Katrina Petersen
Isabelle Reynolds
Kaitlyn Rudlo¨
Sean Strandberg
Nora Williams
Grade 9
Cora Berger
Solomon Cloutier
Kairi McCoy
Landen Oetterer
Olivia Olson
Brooklyn Peterson
Makayla She¨
Seth Silguero
Roman Ward
Ebboney Wills
Grade 10
Gavin Anderson
KayCee Bailey
Thomas Bednarek
Rowdy Benson
Sophia Bigelow
Jordan Bird
Denver Carlson
Olivia Dammer
Cayden Grimm
Emily LeDoux
Riley Lindeau
Lars Maher

Kendal Pylvanen
Zander Robinson
Orrin Rosenau
Miles Schmeling
Caden She¨
Summer Silguero
Gabriel Tvrdik
Grade 11
Ryden Anderson
Mason Barber
Brenan Class
Kellen Falter
Sarah Garvey
Lyla Head
Devon Jones
Sarah Klein
Lenorah Korpela
Josie Langhorst
Gus Lembke
Grayson Litfin
Ryan Manahan
Allison Marine
Keanu McCoy
Parker Mott
Naomi Poirier
Joelle Strohm
Layne Wickstrom
Conner Wills
Grade 12
Madison Berthiaume
Emilie Brown
Henry Dammer
Anessa Davis
Luke Dinger
Trenity Gladen
Eric Grover
Evan Gustafson
Carl Halverson
Kailey Halverson
Andrew Korioth
Ruby Korpela
Thomas Koski
Aleah Larson
Carissa Levinski
Audrey Liggett
Marissa Osterman
William Richardson
Parker Schleret
Emaley Wills

Esko Schools
Quarter 1
HONOR ROLL
Bella Abrahamson
Laila Adamu
Emma Adkins
Kaitlyn Adkins
Ashley Aker
Rachel Amireault
Claire Anderson
Keone Anderson
Siri Anderson
Santiago Anich
Rachel Antonutti
Lucye Backstrom
Ellahna Barnes
Ellynor Barta
Joel Barta
Alena Beare
Mollie Belich
Levi Belland
Aspen Berg
Hunter Berg
Cadence Berger
Cairin Berger
Cuinn Berger
Ava Bergstedt
Maiya Bergstedt-Bloss
Braeden Caple
Priya Carey
Joseph Cekalla
Samuel Cheslak
Ayden Chopskie
Jordan Chopskie
Megan Chopskie
Brynn Christensen
Ty Christensen
Justin Church
Liberty Cli¨ord
Keaira Coleman
James Cornell
Michael Cornell
Paul Cornell
Logan Dahlman

Rylee Demers
Ian Donnelly
Kendra East
Anika Elsmore
Maya Emanuel
Mason Eng
Drew Erickson
Zachariah Erkkila
Eliana Erspamer
Evan Erspamer
Marisa Ferkul
Elise Finc
Claire Fontaine
Paige Fontaine
Benjamin Foster
Max Foster
Kaelyn Foxx
Kali Foxx
Ethan Fredrickson
Finn Furcht
Aila Gabel
Ethan Gamache
Taylor Gilbertson
Alyssa Gonzalez
Isabel Gorski
Eleanor Graddy
Caden Grayson
Ella Grell
Allan Haapala
Max Haapala
Elizabeth Haapanen
Layla Hagelin
Signe Hagelin
Jamis Halverson
Annika Halvorson
Macy Hanson
Whitney Hanson
Easton Harker
Cecilia Hart
Chad Hart
Graham Hartlieb
Cale Haugen
Stella Haugen
Arabelle Hawkinson
Isabelle Helberg
Braden Herman
Carter Herman
Ingrid Hexum
Kaiden High
Leland Hill
Madeline Hipp
Benjamin Holt
Chiara Houser
Grace Hrabik
Jacob Iallonardo
Sophia Iallonardo
Grace Illikainen
Dominic Johnson
Erik Johnson
Hunter Johnson
Jack Johnson
Jayce Johnson
Kyra Johnson
Maya Johnson
Jayla Jones
Nels Jouppi
Ari Juntunen
Sophia Juntunen
Lucas Jurmu
Jayden Karppinen
Alex Kazel
Sydney Kazel
Alex King
Dylan Klatte
Ava Korby
Kamryn Korkala
Britta Koski
Abigail Krech
Carson Kronlund
Avery Kuklinski
Reese Kuklinski
Kennedy Kurhajetz
Connor Lahti
Kennadie Lammi
Jordyn Landsverk
Joseph Larson
Kaitlin Lattner
Keira Leach
Blake Leslie
Thurston Lick
Hewitt Liimatainen
Amara Liljegren
Brett Lillo

Brody Lillo
Gwendolyn Lilly
Aleah Lindgren
Ethan Lindgren
Cole Luense
Leo Luense
Abrianna Madill
Gianna Madill
Jacob Majerle
Joelle Majerle
Dylan Marciulionis
Mikayli Marciulionis
August Marline
Ava Marline
Avery Martineau
Nikolas Martineau
Andrew Mattinen
Thomas Mattonen
Talon Mattson
Hunter McColley
Kaitlyn McConnell
Bridger McCorison
Ava McKibbon
Ella McLeod
Liam McWilliams
Maxwell McWilliams
Harper Mears
Eden Mendez
Adriana Menor
Brayley Merrier
Adelynn Michaud
Aubrey Micken
Riley Miketin
Fernando Mil-
bridge-Scott
Ella Miles
Grace Miles
Belle Miller
Tagan Mock
Kylie Mudrak
Sujata Mumma
Brandon Napoli
Abigail Naud
Sophia Naud
Kenleigh Nikunen
Leah Niven
Derek Nooyen
Hanna Nooyen
Matthew Norstrom
Owen OConnor
Kiah Olander
Evan O’Leary
Trenton Ondrus
Nadezhda Oniskevich
Andrew Osborne
Jacion Owens
Jordan Owens
Madison Padgett
Jessica Pagelkopf
Samuel Panger
Sophia Panger
Aubrey Pearce
Connor Pearce
Mason Perich
Ripley Perlinger
Aaron Peterson
Alec Peterson
Evelyn Peterson
Jackson Peterson
Matthew Peterson
Nolan Pfister
Emilia Pianalto
Titus Piepho
Dylan Putzke
Lauren Radovich
Orie Randall
Ainsley Rauner
James Rautell
Liam Reeves
Emily Rengo
Nathaniel Rengo
Austin Robnik
Hannah Roemer
Isaac Rud
Liana Rust
Carter Salo
Logan Salo
Bryn Sathre
Adaline Savage
Emma Scheer
Christopher Schlies
Hope Schmitz
Bridget Schoepflin

Benjamyn Schramm
Ashley Schultz
Katie Schultz
Peyton Selin
Tucker Selin
Grace Shannon
Attlei Sheldon
Ava Sheridan
Grace Shingledecker
Araya Shovein
Addison Siela¨
Kallahan Sinnott
Lucy Skifstad
Alan Skowlund
Madison Slygh
Aubrey Snaza
Jaiden Soukkala
Madison South
Wyatt Stankiewicz
Kate Staples
Brooklyn Stewart
Tenley Stewart
Jordan Stodola
Eilee Straub
Brooklyn Streu
Maya Stuermer
Conor Sullivan
Hannah Sundquist
Clara Swanson
Hannah Swanson
Nicholas Swanson
Alexa Sykes
Alexis Tester
Jack Tester
Luke Tester
Evan Thompson
Kaija Thompson
Robert Thornton
Nolan Thwaits
Kaylee Tipple
Ava Townsend
Aiden True
Kathryn Tusken
Cora Vigliaturo
Sarah Wagemaker
Chase Walz
Jayden Walz
Amelia Warden
Henry Warden
Elizabeth Wells
Wyatt Wickenheiser
Nicole Wietman
Payten Williams
Kaden Willis
Owen Wilson
Isaac Wisted
Nolan Witt
Jordynne Wohling
Shelby Zahn
Carter Zezulka
Halle Zuck
Ava Zywicki

MERIT ROLL
Kyle Abrahamson
Will Abrahamson
Kaylor Adkins
Russell Anderson
Simone Anderson
Lydia Anton
Joseph Antonutti
Mallory Ausland
Lourdes Barousse
Therese Barousse
Alexzander Barstad
Nathan Barta
Jaxon Benedix
Cal Berglund
Jack Bergstedt
Wyatt Bergstedt
Aviana Bergstrand
Leah Borden
Hannah Boyat
Ahna Brekke
Cadence Brissett
Rowan Brissett
Addison Bucsko
Alli Campanario
Owen Campanario
Tyler Campanario
Amber Carlblom

Continued 
on next page
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After creating thousands of family-sustaining construction jobs, and 
millions of dollars in local spending and tax revenue, Line 3 has been 
replaced across Minnesota. The replaced Line 3, now known as 
Line 93, is safely delivering the reliable and low-cost energy people in 
the Midwest depend on every day.

In some communities, work is still taking place—with activities such as 
right-of-way reclamation and deactivation of legacy Line 3 segments.

Keeping communities, our employees and contractors safe is our 
top priority.

As this end-of-project work continues, you may still see truck tra c and 
heavy equipment in and around town. For your safety, and for the safety 
of others, please use caution when driving near construction activities 
and do not enter our work areas.

As a precautionary measure, our employees and contractors continue 
to follow local COVID-19 guidelines while in your community.

We thank you for your understanding and cooperation.

For more information, visit enbridge.com/line3US.

Keeping you safe

Continued from 
previous page

Esko Schools
Quarter 1
MERIT ROLL
Lucky Carlson
Emma Cekalla
Talon Cli  ̈ord
Avah Clow
David Cornell
Camron Courteau
Micheal Couture
Ethan Dallager
Alora Dammann
Aria Dammann
Aidan Danielson
Irelynn Dee
Daniel DeMuth
Colton Dewey
Rilee Durovec
Gabriel Dusek
Michael Dusek
Neil Elsmore
Cole Engen
Tegan Erickson
Hunter Farmer
Zander Gabel
Preston Genereau
Kadence Ghann
Haley Glendenning
Kade Gonsorowski
Elijah Gonzalez
Jack Graddy
Raegan Grayson
Macie Greiner
Isabelle Haapala
Jack Hakala
Alec Halvorson
Sharla Hansen
Paige Hanson
Greta Harden
Michael Harden
Emerson Harker
Elizabeth Hartlieb

Samuel Haugen
Briley Hendrickson
Daniel Henney
Bryce Hipp
Spencer Hipp
Madison Hurst
Robert Hurst
Isaac Illikainen
Ava Ion
Ilee Johnson
Jocelyn Johnson
Meghan Johnson
Xavier Johnson
Joseph Jukich
Eero Juntunen
William Karjala
Brandon Kauma
Madek Kayser
Evie Kelsey
Hayden Kemp
Jayden Keppeler
Carver Kilichowski
Ethan Kilichowski
Mason Klatte
Maija Klingelhofer
Caitlin Kluenenberg
Ethan Kluenenberg
Jayce Koskela
Ethan Kvitek
Dale LaBorde
Samantha LaGraves
Kaydence Lammi
Logan Lanthier
Trevor Leach
Presten Lindgren
Savanna Lourey
Braden Lowe
Ava Magnuson
Braedyn Male
Emma Malmquist
Kiya Marino
Broderick Marsh
Gabrielle Martenson
Solomon Marxhausen
Allison Mattinen

Grace McIlvain
Riley McIlvain
Braydon McKibbon
Benjamin Meysembourg
Adrielle Miketin
Shylo Milbridge-Scott
Dylan Miller
Aidric Mock
Brock Montminy
Trevor Mrozik
Wyatt Mrozik
Greta Munthe
Laila Nagorski
Ryan Napper
Alivia Nelson
Allysa Nelson
Drew Niven
Ava Pederson
Milo Pederson
Makoi Perich
Ainslie Perlinger
Alayna Peterson
Margaret Peterson
Reese Peterson
Erin Pettyjohn
Bailey Plante
Jillian Powers
Drew Prachar
Dylan Prachar
Samairah Prairie
Celia Preiner
Mallorie Prouty
Naomi Prusi
Ethan Putzke
Thomas Pyrlik
Parker Rambow
Jacob Randa
Jordyn Randa
Rylee Raymond
Sophia Reeves
Emelia Regas
Evan Rengo
Piper Rice
Azahara Rodriguez 
Del Fresno

Erica Rudeck
Adam Rudnicki
Aleksander Ruemmele
Dillon Rust
Lauryn Salmela
Elsa Sathre
Ava Savage
Annastasia Schmitz
Ariel Schmitz
Benjamin Schmitz
Jackson Schmitz
Ella Seboe
Addison Sertich
Iris Sheridan
Brecklyn Shovein
Annabelle Skowlund
Charley Sonneman
Aiden South
Vivian Spicer
Cassie Stark
Jace Stewart
Morgan Stodola
Tanner Stokes
Neela Stuermer
Ryan Sturm
Declan Sullivan
Elaina Sundquist
Annabelle Sunnarborg
Lydia Swedberg
Taylon Sweere
Skylar Switzer
Mason Taylor
Aiden Tingum
Henry Townsend
Alyssa True
Annika Turcotte
Xai Vang
Catrina Vigliaturo
Makenzie Warner
Andrew Waters
Evan Watsick
Evan Weaver
Wyatt Weber
Noah Wells
Adeline Wickenheiser
Izaac Zimmer

HONOR ROLLS

Because you care 
about your 

community and 
want to know 

what’s going on.

Why
         get the

Knot?

Because you support 
local, and the 

Pine Knot has a local 
o�ce and local sta� 

and owners.

Why
         get the

Knot?



Friday, December 10, 2021  17  www.PineKnotNews.com Pine Knot News

122 Avenue C  |  Cloquet MN 55720
PineKnotNews.com  |  218-878-9332

Pine Knot
News

A hometown newspaper with a local o�ce, 
local owners & lots of local news

The Women of 
Bethlehem will be 
hosting the annual 

Christmas bazaar, brunch 
and bake sale 9 a.m. to 
noon on Saturday, Dec. 11. 
Gently used or new 
Christmas items 
can be brought in 
at any time. �ey 
will also have a 
ra�e for gi� cards 
and a turkey. 

�ere will not be 
a Christmas family 
night this year at 
the Villa Vista/
Cardinal Court due 
to Covid-19 con-
cerns. �e facility will have 
special music several times 
in December and people 
can still visit family or 
friends if fully vaccinated.

Gi� donations are 
requested for the resi-
dents of the Villa Vista/
Cardinal Court this year. 
Unwrapped gi�s need to 
be dropped o� by Dec. 19 
so they can be wrapped 
in time. Gi� wrap is also 
needed.

�e Cromwell Wright 
School will have its Christ-
mas programs on Dec. 20 
for the high school groups 
and Dec. 21 for the elemen-
tary. Both programs are at 
6 p.m.

�e YOT Christmas 
dinner and gathering will 
be on Tuesday, Dec. 14 
at noon at the Cromwell 
Pavilion.

I hope you have noticed 
the improvements to the 

Wright post o�ce: new 
siding, roo�ng, and facia. 
Next is a new sign.

Cromwell mayor Sharon 
Zelazny presented in-
formation on the Clean 

Water  Grant of 
$110,000 and the 
Outdoor Park 
Grant of $355,000. 
Jen Anderson also 
presented infor-
mation on shade 
shelters, future 
plans for basketball 
court, and a future 
outdoor pavilion. 
Work will begin as 
early as possible 

next spring. �e project 
will be coordinated so as 
many events as possible can 
still be held at the pavilion. 
Mayor Zelazny said she 
will be starting the process 
of planning for additional 
grants to update the pavil-
ion building itself and will 
be forming a committee for 
this purpose.

�e Cromwell city coun-
cil appointed Alex French 
to �ll the council vacancy. 

Please stop in the week 
of Dec. 19 for customer 
appreciation treats at the 
Farmers Co-op in Wright. 
We’ll have cookies, co�ee, 
and hot chocolate.

�e Youth Extreme 
Team youth group is now 
selling its 2022 event calen-
dar; cost is $18. Contact Liz 
at 218-428-6733 or Sarah 
Levinski at 651-246-9003.

�at’s all the news from 
�e Edge of Wright.

Across
1. La Jolla campus, 
briefly
5. “Bye Bye Bye” 
singers
10. River to the  
English Channel
14. Train in  
a certain song
15. Top Sheik
16. Latvian capital
17. Ine¨ective
19. Years in Spain
20. Spotted felines
21. Furious
22. Theater  
employee’s task
26. Tackle Everest
30. Quality of an entity
34. Fraternal club
35. Society girls
36. Texas school 
initials
37. City north of Lisbon
39. “I’m so hungry I 
could eat ____”
42. Salt, on the Seine
43. Aussie schools
47. Stomach ailment
48. Sine qua non
51. Cluttered
52. Famed Mount
54. Have a hankering
57. Knitting yarn
62. Sheryl Crow’s 
“____ Wanna Do”
63. Tactless
66. Riddle from a 
master
67. Tape recorder 

button
68. “Wait ____!”
69. Perform  
on “American Idol”
70. Drug distributors?
71. Schoolroom  
furniture

Down
1. Bono’s band, 
spelled out
2. The height  
of fashion
3. Late ruler Mobotu 
____ Seko
4. Creator of Willy 
Wonka
5. Certain  
salamanders
6. Shattered
7. “Roundabout” band
8. Biblical book, briefly
9. Shed tears
10. Sherbet flavor
11. Circle
12. Haing of  
“The Killing Fields”
13. Relaxed
18. “And how!”
21. Aardvark prey
23. English river
24. Chest protector
25. Singer Jane  
Siberry’s name from 
2006 to 2009
26. Glenn of “Fatal 
Attraction”
27. Runs across  
the field
28. Fan mail recipients

29. Boss, briefly
31. Drug baron hunters
32. Bulk beer buys
33. Manicurist’s tool
38. Scoreboard stat
40. Ulnae neighbors
41. Bullfight cheer
44. Fed. medical org.
45. Reddy’s “___ 
Woman”
46. Like the last place 
finisher

49. Getting it wrong
50. Holy sister
53. Cast openings
54. Gabs
55. Future race creat-
ed by H.G. Wells
56. Actor Alda
58. Great number
59. Subdue by  
shocking
60. Vous ____
61. Knock out

63. Tape meas.
64. Opposite of “yeah”
65. Simon and  
Garfunkel, once
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Across
1. La Jolla campus, briefly
5. "Bye Bye Bye" singers
10. River to the English Channel
14. Train in a certain song
15. Top Sheik
16. Latvian capital
17. Ineffective
19. Years in Spain
20. Spotted felines
21. Furious
22. Theater employee's task
26. Tackle Everest
30. Quality of an entity
34. Fraternal club
35. Society girls
36. Texas school initials
37. City north of Lisbon
39. "I'm so hungry I could eat ____"
42. Salt, on the Seine
43. Aussie schools
47. Stomach ailment

48. Sine qua non
51. Cluttered
52. Famed Mount
54. Have a hankering
57. Knitting yarn
62. Sheryl Crow's "____ Wanna Do"
63. Tactless
66. Riddle from a master
67. Tape recorder button
68. "Wait ____!"
69. Perform on "American Idol"
70. Drug distributors?
71. Schoolroom furniture

Down
1. Bono's band, spelled out
2. The height of fashion
3. Late ruler Mobotu ____ Seko
4. Creator of Willy Wonka
5. Certain salamanders
6. Shattered
7. "Roundabout" band
8. Biblical book, briefly
9. Shed tears
10. Sherbet flavor
11. Circle
12. Haing of "The Killing Fields"
13. Relaxed
18. "And how!"
21. Aardvark prey
23. English river
24. Chest protector
25. Singer Jane Siberry's name from 2006
to 2009
26. Glenn of "Fatal Attraction"
27. Runs across the field
28. Fan mail recipients
29. Boss, briefly
31. Drug baron hunters
32. Bulk beer buys
33. Manicurist's tool
38. Scoreboard stat
40. Ulnae neighbors
41. Bullfight cheer
44. Fed. medical org.
45. Reddy's "___ Woman"
46. Like the last place finisher
49. Getting it wrong
50. Holy sister
53. Cast openings
54. Gabs
55. Future race created by H.G. Wells
56. Actor Alda
58. Great number
59. Subdue by shocking
60. Vous ____
61. Knock out
63. Tape meas.
64. Opposite of "yeah"
65. Simon and Garfunkel, once
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CROSSWORD

Using only the numbers 1 through 9, complete 
the grid so that no number is repeated in any 
row, column or grid. Each puzzle has one, and 
only one, unique solution.

SUDOKU

Jennie 
Hanson

COMMUNITY
COLUMNIST

WRIGHT/CROMWELL 
NEWS

Nothing puzzling about it ... 
The Pine Knot News is your 
only source for local news.

COMMUNITIES

Puzzle answers  
on Page 20

AREA EVENTS
FRI-SUN, DEC. 10-12
“A Doublewide, Texas Christmas” 
at the County Seat Theater, 7 p.m. 
Friday and 2 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday, Dec. 11 and 12.

SATURDAY, DEC. 11
Bethlehem Lutheran Church Christ-
mas bazaar, brunch and bake sale 
9 a.m.-12 p.m.

Country Store 9-11 a.m., Our 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, 515 
Skyline Blvd, across from Com-
munity Memorial Hospital. Quilts, 
handwork and assorted goodies, 
Proceeds support Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod food shelves.

SUNDAY, DEC. 12
Music with Two for the Road 1-4 
p.m. at the Cloquet VFW. Potluck, 
$8 cover.

MONDAY, DEC. 13
Bottle brush trees and embroidery 
hoop ornaments adult drop-in craft 
session, anytime from 4 p.m. to 7 
p.m. Registration required; register 
at the checkout desk or call 218-
879-1531.

TUESDAY, DEC. 14
Community Memorial Hospital’s 
grief support group meets 7-8:30 
p.m. the second and fourth Tues-
day of the month in the Pine Room, 
ground floor. This group is most 
appropriate for adults. For more 
information contact Peggy Maki, 
218-879-4976.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 15
Senior dance at the Cloquet VFW 
1-4 p.m. with the Chmielewski 
Funtime Band. Potluck, $8 cover. 
879-5717, 218-210-7793

Teen holiday craft 4-5 p.m. at the 
Cloquet Public Library.

THURSDAY, DEC. 16
Cloquet Public Library family game 
night 5-7 p.m. the third Thursday 
of each month at the Northwoods 
Credit Union Meeting Hall.

SATURDAY, DEC. 18
Ruby’s Pantry visits Mission Creek 
Church, 521 131st Ave. West in the 
Fond du Lac neighborhood of 
Duluth, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Dona-
tion: $22 per share. Anyone from 
the surrounding area is welcome. 
rubyspantryduluthwest@gmail.com, 
218-626-3309

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 22
Teen holiday craft 4-5 p.m. at the 
Cloquet Public Library.

THURSDAY, DEC. 23
Christmas party for Seniors at the 
Senior Center, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Bingo 
with prizes, and other activities. $4 
for lunch. Call the Senior Center, 
218-879-5870 (leave message) by 
Tuesday, Dec. 21 to let us know 
you’re coming.
   
TUESDAY, DEC. 24
Christmas Eve service 4 p.m., Beth-

lehem Lutheran Church, Wright.

MONDAY-THURSDAY, 
DEC. 27-30
Story Stroll at the Cloquet Public 
Library, 218-879-1531.

MONDAY, DEC. 27
Drop-in STEM toys petting zoo  
10 a.m.-3 p.m. at the Cloquet Public 
Library.

The Lake Superior Chapter of the 
Us TOO prostate cancer support 
group meets 5-7 p.m. the fourth 
Monday of the month at Commu-
nity Memorial Hospital, in the Birch 
Room. Questions, call Mike Sullivan 
at 218-384-3448 or Phil Maunu at 
218-879-3506.

TUESDAY, DEC. 28
Kids “Frozen Fox” painting 10 
a.m.-12 p.m. at the Cloquet Public 
Library, age 5 and up. Registration 
required: 879-1531

Community Memorial Hospital’s 
grief support group meets 7-8:30 
p.m. the second and fourth Tues-
day of the month in the Pine Room, 
ground floor. This group is most 
appropriate for adults. For more 
information contact Peggy Maki, 
218-879-4976.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 29
Abstract Embroidery for teens 
& tweens 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at the 
Cloquet Public Library. Registration 
required: 879-1531

FRIDAY, DEC. 31
Senior dance at the Cloquet VFW 
1-4 p.m. with the Chmielewski 
Funtime Band. Potluck, $8 cover. 
879-5717, 218-210-7793
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The STREAM Scene Where all the top choices 
can be found in one place!

“Solar Opposites”
The alien family divided on whether
Earth and human civilization are worth
saving confront the holidays in this 
special episode, which finds the Solars 
confounded by them but nonetheless
trying to determine their usefulness. 
Sean Giambrone, Thomas 
Middleditch, Mary Mack and series 
creator Justin Roiland provide the 
voices. (ORIGINAL)

“With Love”
Created and written by Gloria Calderon
Kellett (“One Day at a Time”), this 
five-episode romantic comedy follows 
a multi-generational Latino family 
over the course of 12 months as they 
experience the highs and lows of life
during some of the most heightened 
days of the year. Constance Marie
(“Switched at Birth”) and Benito 
Martinez (“The Shield”) head the cast. 
(ORIGINAL)

“The Future Diary”
From Japan comes this unscripted 
series in which two complete strangers 
are given a diary containing rough
script of what is to be their love story. 
They’ll be asked to follow the script 
to see if love and romance actually 
blooms. The series is a reboot of a 
reality show that made waves in the 
Asian nation from 1998 to 2002. 
(ORIGINAL)

“Foodtastic” (Dec. 15)
Emmy winner Keke Palmer (“Turnt 
Up With the Taylor”) hosts in this 
competition series in which teams of
two must create food sculptures that 
depict characters and scenes from 
Disney-related productions. Flour 
Shop founder Amirah Kassem and 
New York’s City Cakes founder chef 
Benny Rivera serve as food art experts 
and commentators. (ORIGINAL)

Dan Kraker
MPR News

With measurable snowfall 
coming to northern Minnesota 
the past week, cross country ski-
ers are hitting the trails. And it’s a 
good bet that a majority of those 
skiers coat the bases of their skis 
in wax that contains per- and 
poly-� uoroalkyl substances — a 
family of human-made chemicals 
known as PFAS — that have pol-
luted water supplies around the 
world, including in Minnesota.

� e so-called “forever chemi-
cals” are used in a huge variety of 
products, from nonstick cook-
ware to � re-suppressing foam, 
carpet and clothing.

For decades they’ve also been 
used to make ultra-fast, � uorinat-
ed ski wax, prized especially by 
cross country ski racers.

“Fluoro” waxes contain a syn-
thetic � uorine-based compound 
that repels water and dirt away 
from the base of the ski, which 
allows for increased glide over 
the snow.

And they can make an enor-
mous di� erence in how fast a 
racer skis, especially in warm, 
wet conditions.

“In those warmer conditions, 
using any � uoro wax versus a 
non-� uoro wax, I mean that can 
be 10, 15, 20 percent [faster],” 
said Jeremy Hecker, racing ser-
vice manager at Pioneer Midwest, 
a ski shop in the Twin Cities area.

Hecker’s also a longtime coach 
and a technical rep for the Rex 
ski wax company. He says he can 
feel the di� erence when he puts a 
di� erent wax on each ski.

“When I put on a � uoro to a 
non� uoro wax, it’s almost feeling 

like sandpaper on one ski. I mean 
it’s slow.”
Wax obsession

Many Nordic skiers obsess 
over wax. � ere is a seeming 
in� nite variety of di� erent waxes 
made for all varieties of snow 
conditions. It can be hard to get 
it right. Skiers will tell you there’s 
something almost magical about 
identifying the perfect wax, that 
allows them to glide almost 
e� ortlessly over the snow. � at’s 
what � uoro waxes can provide.

But the same properties that 
make these chemicals so useful 
in ski wax also make them bad 
for the environment, because 
they don’t break down over time. 
� ey’re incredibly durable.

Prolonged exposure to some 
PFAS has also been linked to 
negative health outcomes, includ-
ing kidney and thyroid prob-
lems, low birth weight and some 
cancers.

Scientists have found elevated 
PFAS levels in the bodies of ski 
wax technicians, and in water 
and soil near ski trails from Swe-
den to Maine.

Sophie Greene, PFAS coordi-
nator at the Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency, said while it’s 
hard to quantify the impact of 
a single racing event, even tiny 
amounts of these chemicals can 
have outsized environmental 
impacts.

Fish, for example, can soak 
up some of these chemicals like 
sponges.

“And what we’re � nding is that 
even incredibly low levels of a 
chemical like PFOS in the surface 
water body can result in high 
enough levels of that chemical 

in the � sh that we have to advise 
people to reduce their consump-
tion of � sh for safety reasons,” 
Greene said.

� e MPCA does not have the 
power to ban the chemicals — 
that would have to come from 
the state Legislature. Earlier 
this year the state issued a PFAS 
blueprint, which recommends 
eliminating “nonessential” uses 
of these chemicals.

“And we actually talked about 
� uorinated ski waxes as a prime 
example of a nonessential PFAS 
use, where we could stop using 
� uorinated ski wax and the world 
would go on without a major 
disruption,” Greene said.
A need for testing

Many cross country skiing 
associations have either already 
implemented bans on � uorinated 
waxes, or plan to do so soon. � e 
European Union has blocked the 
manufacturing of certain variet-
ies of high-� uoro ski waxes.

“I don’t think there’s anybody 
in ski racing right now who’s 
openly and publicly saying we 
should allow � uorocarbons to 
continue as they happen,” said 
Chad Salmela, cross country 
running coach at the College of 
St. Scholastica in Duluth, and the 
founder of the cross country ski 
team there.

“I think everybody realizes 
that there’s a health risk, there’s 
an environmental risk.”

For Salmela, who’s also an 
NBC Olympic ski commentator, 
and many others in the skiing 
community, the health concerns 
are more pressing than the envi-
ronmental issues, which they say 
are very small and localized.

Salmela says he spent years 
inhaling the fumes of � uorinated 
wax he melted into skis.

“I had � uorocarbon basical-
ly under my � ngernails, in the 
creases of my skin and probably 
in my hair follicles,” he said.

Salmela contracted Parkin-
son’s disease about six years ago. 
And while he has no idea what 
caused it, he said all those years 
waxing weigh heavily in the back 
of his mind. “What if that’s what’s 
making my right side of my body 
shake?” he wonders.

Salmela and others say the 
sport can’t get rid of the chemi-
cals fast enough. � e issue is in 
trying to police a ban, when there 
are still so many � uorocarbon 
waxes out there in teams’ and 
individual skiers’ wax boxes.

� e big hurdle for competi-
tive races is that there’s no fast 
and accurate test available yet to 
reliably test skis for � uoro waxes. 
It takes about three weeks to get 
results from current tests, said 
Gary Larson, chief of competi-
tion for the Duluth SuperTour 
race that took place last weekend.

“And we want to have a test 
where you can come into the 
start, have your skis tested, and 
they tell you ‘yea’ or ‘nay,’ right 
there. And if you’re OK, then you 
go in and you start and do your 
race.”

Without that test, it’s too 
easy for an athlete to cheat. And 
there’s a lot at stake this winter 
with the Olympics on the line, as 
well as placement on elite teams.

� at’s why U.S. Skiing is allow-
ing � uorocarbon waxes at races 
through the middle of January, 
including the U.S. Ski & Snow-

board SuperTour held in Duluth 
last weekend, and in Cable, Wis-
consin this weekend.

In past years, the Minnesota 
State High School League has 
also made an exception for the 
wax, asking coaches to not use it 
during regular season meets, but 
allowing it in section and state 
meets.

But this year, high school 
skiers will not be allowed to use 
� uoro waxes at any race.

“We’ve certainly wrestled 
with it as coaches,” said Michael 
Meehlhause, head coach for the 
Trek North High School Nordic 
ski team in Bemidji and president 
of the state high school league’s 
Nordic ski coaches association.

“We all recognize the long-
term impact that these PFAS 
chemicals have on our environ-
ment. I think there’s been a good 
faith e� ort for coaches and teams 
in the high school league to elim-
inate the use of this stu� .”

Meehlhause said it’s also an 
equity issue, since a single bar 
of high-� uoro wax can run over 
$100.

While racers increasingly are 
not allowed to use � uoro wax-
es, recreational skiers are still 
allowed to use the products on 
trails around Minnesota.

Gary Larson said he and other 
skiers plan to push for Duluth to 
become a “� uoro wax-free city” 
— something some other regions 
of the Midwest have done.

“It’s not something that could 
be enforced. So it would be more 
of a policy to just say that these 
are bad chemicals, and we don’t 
want them in our park system,” 
he said.

OUTDOORS

With ski season, another look at harmful waxes
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Residential & Commercial
Sales & Installation

Carpet - Vinyl - Laminate
 Hardwood - Tile

218-879-5533
www.CloquetFlooring.com

Radosevich Law O�  ce
Peter L. Radosevich
“Prepared for trial but hope for settlement”

Personal Injury - Divorce - Probate - Real Estate
RadosevichLaw.com
Serving Carlton County for 20 Years
218-879-0008 • info@RadosevichLaw.com

SERVICE DIRECTORYREAL ESTATE WANTED
COUNTRY LAND

Four 10-acre beautifully 
wooded high-ground 
parcels, 3 miles north of 
Cloquet o  ̈ Morris Thomas 
on township road. 218-
348-2887 or 218-879-8719

FIREARMS
.22 pistol. Call 218-591-
9349

GAS ENGINES
All junk cars, trucks, motor-
cycles, anything with a gas 
engine. 218-591-9349

CUSTODIAL
Workers age 55+ needed 
for light custodial work at 
the Culkin Rest Area on 
I-35. Call Green View at 
651-639-1913.

EMPLOYMENT

ine

eginnings
W

B
Wine, Beer & ART

1413 Tower Ave., Superior WI
715-392-VINO (8466)

Low 
weekly 

rate
Loyal readers 
want a quick 
reference to 

your business. 
Call Ivan and 
ask how you 

can gain 
customers with 

a Service 
Directory  ad. 

218.
391.3696

Classified Ad Order Form
50¢ per word with a $7 minimum

All ads must reach our o�ce no later than 4 p.m. Tuesdays with payment.  
If ad reaches us too late for the coming issue, we will run it in the following issue.

Name                                                                Phone (        )

Address

Email

Auctions
Automotive
Card of Thanks
Craft Sales
Computers
Day Care
Electronics
Employment
Farming/Agriculture
Food/Produce

Furniture
Garage Sales
Help Wanted
Household
In Memoriam
Lawn & Garden
Livestock
Lost & Found  (no charge)
Miscellaneous
Mobile Homes

Notices
Personal
Pets
Real Estate
Rental Property
Services
Sporting Goods
Wanted
Work Wanted
(other)____________

We will print the ad as it appears below. If name, address or phone are to be 
included in the ad, they must be written below. 

One word per line. Please use punctuation. We are not responsible for errors due to illegible copy or 
missing punctuation. Punctuation does not count as a word, phone numbers are one word.  

No. of weeks                                      Total Due (enclosed)

(circle the category under which your ad should appear)

Mail or deliver to: Pine Knot News • 122 Avenue C, Cloquet, MN 55720 
Email: classifieds@pineknotnews.com or call 218-878-9332

______________     ____________    _____________   _____________

______________     ____________    _____________   _____________

______________     ____________    _____________   _____________

______________     ____________    _____________   _____________

______________     ____________    _____________   _____________

______________     ____________    _____________   _____________

______________     ____________    _____________   _____________

______________     ____________    _____________   _____________

$7.00 $7.50 $8.00

$9.00 $9.50 $10.00$8.50

$11.00 $11.50 $12.0010.50

$13.00 $13.50 $14.00$12.50

$15.00 $15.50 $16.0014.50

Pine
Knot
News
.com

for extra 
news and 

photos. 
And the 
online 
edition 

of the paper.

To advertise:
Call 

Ivan Hohnstadt, 
Ad Manager

(218) 391-3696

Pine Knot
News

COUNTY TIMBER AUCTION

 Pursuant to the order of the County Board of Carlton 
County, timber on tax-forfeited lands will be o�ered for 
sale, through sealed bid, WITHOUT THE SALE OF 
LAND on �ursday, December 16, 2021 at the Carlton 
County Auditor’s O�ce. Bids must be received by 2:00 
p.m. at the Carlton County Auditor’s O�ce, P.O. Box 130, 
Carlton MN 55718, on December 16, 2021. Information 
on the timber tracts being o�ered for sale and bidding 
procedure may be obtained by calling the Carlton County 
Land Department at 218-384-9179 or by visiting the 
Carlton County website, www.co.carlton.mn.us.
  Only those on the Responsible Operator List are 
quali�ed to bid on a Timber Sale. Any person or company 
may apply to be on the Responsible Operator List. Contact 
the Carlton County Land Department at 218-384-9179 or 
visit the Carlton County website, www.co.carlton.mn.us, for 
a Contractor Application Form.

Gregory J. Bernu
Land Commissioner

PUBLIC NOTICE
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NOTICE OF HEARING
CARLTON COUNTY BOARD 
OF ADJUSTMENT HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the 
Carlton County Board of Adjust-
ment will conduct a Public Hear-
ing on Tuesday, December 21, 
2021, at 7:00 p.m. in the Carlton 
County Transportation Building 
at 1630 County Road 61, Carlton, 
Minnesota, for the purpose of 
considering the Variance Permit 
listed below.
Variance #321025, Michael 
Dunaisky
Part of Lot 13, Lot 14 and Lot 15 of 
the Maple Grove Plat in Section 
33, Township 49 North, Range 18 
West on Big Lake in Perch Lake 
Township. The property address 
is 3171 Maple Drive (PIN 92-170-
0220, 0240 and 0260).
Nature of Request: Replace 
existing nonconforming dwelling 
with a conforming dwelling, cov-
ered patio, attached garage and 
front porch on a nonconforming 
lot. The three lots together are 
considered nonconforming as 
together they do not meet the 
required lot width. The request 
includes considering the three 
lots together buildable in the 
future as long as setback, lot cov-
erage and septic requirements 
are met.
BY THE ORDER OF THE 
CARLTON COUNTY BOARD OF 
ADJUSTMENT
Jack Ezell
Chairman, Board of Adjustment

PKN Dec. 10, 2021

CITY OF WRENSHALL ADOPTS
FLOODPLAIN ORDINANCE 

NO. 18
The City of Wrenshall wishes to 
establish eligibility in the National 
Flood Insurance Program and 
in order to do so must meet the 
requirements of 44 CFR Part 
60.3(a). The City of Wrenshall 
wishes to minimize potential 
losses due to periodic fl ooding 
including loss of life, loss of prop-
erty, health and safety hazards, 
disruption of commerce and 
governmental services, extraordi-
nary public expenditures for fl ood 
protection and relief, and impair-
ment of the tax base, all of which 
adversely a  ̈ect the public health, 
safety and general welfare.
Passed and approved by the 
Wrenshall City Council on Dec. 1, 
2021. The entire ordinance may 
be reviewed upon request at the 
Wrenshall City O�  ce.
Alieca Johnson
City Clerk/Treasurer

PKN Dec. 10, 17, 2021

SOLWAY TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF FILING FOR 
TOWNSHIP ELECTION

Notice is hereby given to quali-
fi ed voters of Solway Township, 
St. Louis County, State of Minne-
sota, that fi ling for town o�  ce will 
be held for a two-week period 
beginning December 28, 2021.
Filing will close on January 11, 
2022 at 5:00 p.m. Filing fee is 
$2.00.
A�  davits of Candidacy shall 
be fi led with the Town Clerk at 
Solway Town Hall, 4029 Munger 
Shaw Road, Cloquet, Minneso-
ta, from December 28, 2021 to 
January 11, 2022.
Township o�  ce hours are Mon-
day, Tuesday, and Thursday 8:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. To fi le, come 
to the town o�  ce during o�  ce 
hours or contact the Town Clerk 
at 729-5134 to set an appoint-
ment. O�  ce will be open from 
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on the last 
day for fi ling, January 11, 2022.
O�  ce to be fi lled at the March 
Annual Election:
1 Supervisor (three-year-term)
Autumn Marquardt, Town Clerk
December 2, 2021
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
CITY OF WRENSHALL

FIRE DEPARTMENT
Notice is hereby given that the 
City of Wrenshall / Wrenshall Fire 
Department will receive bids 
for the purchase of fourteen 
(14) Self-Contained Breathing 
Apparatus (SCBAs), twenty-eight 
(28) bottles and twenty-three (23) 
face pieces. Invitation to bid and 
specifi cations are available at the 
Wrenshall City O�  ce, 400 Alco-
hol Road, Wrenshall, MN 55797, 
218-384-3680, cityofwrenshall@
gmail.com. Bids will be accepted 
until 2:00 p.m. Monday, Decem-
ber 27, 2021, at which time all 
bids will be publicly opened and 
read aloud.
Bidders should submit bid in a 
sealed envelope labeled “SCBA 
BID.” The City of Wrenshall main-
tains the right to reject any or all 
bids, to waive irregularities and 
informalities therein, and further 
reserves the right to award or not 
award the contract in the best 
interest of the Town.
Bids will be acted upon at the 
December 27, 2021 meeting of 
the Wrenshall City Council.
Alieca Johnson
City of Wrenshall
cityofwrenshall@gmail.com
(218)384-3680
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
TOWN OF THOMSON

ESKO FIRE DEPARTMENT
Notice is hereby given that the 
Town of Thomson / Esko Fire 
Department will receive bids 
for the purchase of fi fteen (15) 
Self-Contained Breathing Appara-
tus (SCBAs), thirty (30) bottles and 
twenty (20) face pieces. Invitation 
to bid and specifi cations are 
available at the Town of Thomson 
O�  ce, 25 E. Harney Road, 
Esko MN 55733, 218-879-9719, 
ttownship@townofthomson.com. 
Bids will be accepted at the Town 
O�  ce until 2:00 p.m. Monday, 
December 27, 2021, at which time 
all bids will be publicly opened 
and read aloud.
Bidders should submit bid in a 
sealed envelope labeled, “SCBA 
BID.” The Town of Thomson main-
tains the right to reject any or all 
bids, to waive irregularities and 
informalities therein, and further 
reserves the right to award or not 
award the contract in the best 
interest of the Town.
Bids will be acted upon at the 
January 6, 2022 meeting of 
the Town of Thomson Board of 
Supervisors.
Rhonda Peleski, Clerk/Treasurer
Town of Thomson
ttownship@townofthomson.com
218-879-9719
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STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF CARLTON

DISTRICT COURT
SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
FAMILY COURT DIVISION
DISSOLUTION WITHOUT 

CHILDREN
IN RE THE MARRIAGE OF:

DIANN LOUISE MIKE,
PETITIONER,

AND
THOMAS JOHN MIKE,

RESPONDENT.
COURT FILE NO. 09-FA-21-1987

SUMMONS
THE STATE OF MINNESOTA TO 
THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPON-
DENT:
Within thirty (30) days after ser-
vice of this Summons upon you, 
you must serve upon the under-
signed attorney for the above-
named Petitioner your response 
to the attached Petition for Disso-
lution of Marriage. You may serve 
your response by mailing a copy 
thereof to the undersigned at the 
address below. You may also fi le 

your own Petition for Dissolution 
should you desire to do so.
If you fail to serve a response as 
required, the Court may grant 
all or part of the relief asked for 
by the Petitioner in the attached 
Petition.
NOTICE OF TEMPORARY RE-
STRAINING PROVISIONS
Under Minnesota law, service of 
this Summons makes the follow-
ing requirements apply to both 
parties to this action, unless they 
are modifi ed by the Court or the 
proceeding is dismissed:
(1) Neither party may dispose 
of any assets except (i) for the 
necessities of life or for the 
necessary generation of income 
or preservation of assets, (ii) by 
an agreement in writing, or (iii) for 
retaining counsel to carry on or to 
contest this proceeding;
(2) Neither party may harass the 
other party; and
(3) All currently available insur-
ance coverage must be main-
tained and continued without 
change in coverage or benefi cia-
ry designation.
If you violate any of these 
provisions, you will be subject to 
sanctions by the Court.
NOTICE OF ALTERNATIVE DIS-
PUTE RESOLUTION
Parties to a marriage dissolution 
proceeding are encouraged 
to attempt alternative dispute 
resolution pursuant to Minne-
sota law. Alternative dispute 
resolution includes mediation, 
arbitration, and other processes 
as set forth in the District Court 
Rules. You may contact the Court 
Administrator about resources in 
your area. If you cannot pay for 
mediation or alternative dispute 
resolution, in some counties, as-
sistance may be available to you 
through a nonprofi t provider or a 
court program. If you are a victim 
of domestic abuse or threats of 
abuse as defi ned in Minnesota 
Statutes, Chapter 5188, you are 
not required to try mediation and 
you will not be penalized by the 
Court in later proceedings.
Dated: November 8, 2021
KEITH M. CARLSON LAW FIRM
Keith M. Carlson (#15040)
Attorneys for Petitioner
P.O. Box 770
807 Cloquet Avenue
Cloquet MN 55720
(218) 879-1373
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STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF CARLTON

SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No.: 09-PR-21-2064

Estate of Kevin Lyle Lindstrom,
a/k/a Kevin L. Lindstrom and 
Kevin Lindstrom,
Decedent
NOTICE AND ORDER OF HEAR-
ING ON PETITION FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION OF INTESTACY, 
DETERMINATION OF HEIRSHIP, 
APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE AND NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS
It is Ordered and Notice is 
given that on January 13, 2022, 
at 8:30 a.m., a hearing will be 
held in this Court at 301 Walnut 
Avenue, Carlton, Minnesota, 
for the adjudication of intestacy 
and determination of heirship 
of the Decedent, and for the 
appointment of Wanda J. Brandt, 
whose address is 3900 London 
Road, #111, Duluth, MN 55804 
as Personal Representative of 
the Estate of the Decedent in an 
unsupervised administration. Any 
objections to the petition must 
be fi led with the Court prior to or 
raised at the hearing. If proper 
and if no objections are fi led or 
raised, the Personal Represen-
tative will be appointed with full 
power to administer the Estate, 

including the power to collect 
all assets, to pay all legal debts, 
claims, taxes and expenses, to 
sell real and personal property, 
and to do all necessary acts for 
the Estate. If you have an objec-
tion to this case, please contact 
Court Administration at (218) 
221-7560 option # 8 for further 
instructions as these hearings are 
currently held remotely due to 
the pandemic.
Notice is also given that (subject 
to Minnesota Statutes section 
524.3-801) all creditors having 
claims against the Estate are 
required to present the claims to 
the Personal Representative or 
to the Court Administrator within 
four months after the date of 
this Notice or the claims will be 
barred.
Dated: November 23, 2021
BY THE COURT
Amy Lukasavitz
Judge of District Court
Amy Turnquist
Court Administrator
Chelsea Opdahl, Deputy
Attorney for Petitioner
Jeremy M. Hurd
BEAUMIER TROGDON
ORMAN HURD & VIEGAS, PLLP
227 W. 1st Street, Suite 610
Duluth, MN 55802
Attorney License No: 307701
Telephone: (218) 722-1000
FAX: (218) 722-2147
Email: jhurd@btolawyers.com
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STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF CARLTON

SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT

PROBATE DIVISION
COURT FILE NO.: 

09-PR-21-1793
Estate of Kevin Andrew Villa,
Decedent
NOTICE AND ORDER OF HEAR-
ING ON PETITION FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION OF INTESTACY, 
DETERMINATION OF HEIRSHIP, 
APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE AND NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS
It is Ordered and Notice is given 
that on January 13, 2022, at 8:30 
a.m., a hearing will be held in 
this Court at 301 Walnut Avenue, 
Carlton, MN 55718, Minnesota, 
for the adjudication of intestacy 
and determination of heirship 
of the Decedent, and for the 
appointment of John Keith Villa, 
whose address is 819 Washing-

ton Avenue, Cloquet, MN 55720 
as Personal
Representative of the Estate of 
the Decedent in a supervised 
administration. Any objections 
to the petition must be fi led with 
the Court prior to or raised at 
the hearing. If proper and if no 
objections are fi led or raised, 
the Personal Representative will 
be appointed with full power to 
administer the Estate, including 
the power to collect all assets, to 
pay all legal debts, claims, taxes 
and expenses, to sell real and 
personal property, and to do all 
necessary acts for the Estate. 
If you have an objection to this 
case, please contact Court Ad-
ministration at (218) 221-7560 op-
tion # 8 for further instructions as 
these hearings are currently held 
remotely due to the pandemic. 
Notice is also given that (subject 
to Minnesota Statutes section 
524.3801) all creditors having 
claims against the Estate are 
required to present the claims to 
the Personal Representative or 
to the Court Administrator within 
four months after the date of 
this Notice or the claims will be 
barred.
Dated: December 1, 2021
BY THE COURT
Amy Lukasavitz
Judge of District Court
Amy Turnquist
Court Administrator
Chelsea Opdahl, Deputy
Attorney for Petitioner
Gerald Wallace
Wallace Law Firm, PLLC
306 West Superior Street
Duluth MN 55802
Attorney License No: 0396105
Telephone: (218) 727-3880
FAX: (218) 722-5399
Email: gerald@geraldwallacelaw.
com
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STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF CARLTON

SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT

PROBATE DIVISION
COURT FILE NO.: 

09-PR-21-2130
Estate of THERESE ANN ROE, 
a/k/a
THERESE ROE,
Decedent
NOTICE AND ORDER OF HEAR-
ING ON PETITION FOR PROBATE 
OF WILL AND APPOINTMENT OF 
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE 

AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS
It is Ordered and Notice is given 
that on January 13, 2022, at 8:30 
a.m., a hearing will be held in 
this Court at Carlton, Minnesota, 
for the formal probate of Donold 
V. Lathrop Jr., whose address is 
37432 Sunrise View Rd, Sturgeon 
Lake MN 55783, as Personal 
Representative of the Estate of 
the Decedent in an unsupervised 
administration.
Any objections to the petition 
must be fi led with the Court 
prior to or raised at the hearing. 
If proper and if no objections 
are fi led or raised, the Personal 
Representative will be appoint-
ed with full power to administer 
the Estate including the power 
to collect all assets, to pay all 
legal debts, claims, taxes and ex-
penses, to sell real and personal 
property, and to do all necessary 
acts for the Estate. If you have 
an objection to this case, please 
contact Court Administration at 
(218) 221-7560 option # 8 for 
further instructions as these hear-
ings are currently held remotely 
due to the pandemic.
Notice is also given that (subject 
to Minnesota Statutes section 
524.3801) all creditors having 
claims against the Estate are 
required to present the claims to 
the Personal Representative or 
to the Court Administrator within 
four months after the date of 
this Notice or the claims will be 
barred.
A charitable benefi ciary may 
request notice of the probate 
proceedings be given to the 
Attorney General pursuant to 
Minnesota Statutes section 
501B.41, subdivision 5.
Dated: December 6, 2021
BY THE COURT
Amy Lukasavitz
Judge of District Court
Amy Turnquist
Court Administrator
Chelsea Opdahl, Deputy
Attorney for Personal Represen-
tative
Karen J. Olson
Olson Law, PLLC
2002 W Superior St/PO Box 
16873
Duluth MN 55816-0873
Attorney License No: 300354
(218)727-8557
(218)727-8558
kolson@kjolaw.net

PKN Dec. 10, 17, 2021
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GIRLS BASKETBALL

SPORTS
The
          ticker
 A quick look 
 at area teams in action

THURSDAY, DEC. 2
GIRLS BASKETBALL
Esko-59
Virginia-50

Cromwell-Wright-77
McGregor-14

Carlton-37
Wrenshall-35

Barnum-57
East Central-53

Proctor-75
Moose Lake/WR-49
GIRLS HOCKEY 

Moose Lake Area-4
Two Rivers-1
BOYS BASKETBALL

Cloquet-82
Duluth Marshall-67

Moose Lake/WR-68
Proctor-44
BOYS HOCKEY 

Becker/Big Lake-9
Moose Lake Area-3

FRIDAY, DEC. 3
GIRLS BASKETBALL
Moose Lake/WR-71
Hinckley-Finlayson-53
BOYS BASKETBALL

Cloquet-77
Barnum-68

Cromwell-Wright-55
McGregor-46

Esko-87
Virginia-62
BOYS HOCKEY
Mora/Milaca-7
Moose Lake Area-1

CEC-2
Bloomington Je  ̈erson-0

SATURDAY, DEC. 4
GIRLS BASKETBALL 
Cloquet-64
Princeton-54
GIRLS HOCKEY 
Anoka-2
CEC-1
BOYS HOCKEY 
Champlin Park-2
CEC-1

MONDAY, DEC. 6
GIRLS BASKETBALL
Fond du Lac-56
Wrenshall-50

East Central-53
Carlton-19
South Ridge-83
Northeast Range-35

Pierz-66
Esko-63
Cromwell-Wright-78
Barnum-36

TUESDAY, DEC. 7
GIRLS BASKETBALL
Cloquet-54
Duluth East-51

GIRLS HOCKEY
CEC-6
North Shore-1
BOYS BASKETBALL 
Duluth East-83           
Cloquet-60

Barnum-56
Cromwell-Wright-39

Moose Lake/WR-98
Virginia-67

Esko-92
Two Harbors-52

Kerry Rodd
sports@PineKnotNews.com

While it may not have been 
the highest-scoring game, last 
week’s Wrenshall vs. Carlton girls 
basketball game turned into an 
old-fashioned barn burner with 
the Bulldogs eventually coming 
out on top 37-35.

It was an intense game.
“For us, it was the � rst game of 

our season and the girls worked 
really hard,” said � rst-year Wren-
shall coach Emma Grover. “I don’t 
think there was any moment that 
emotions weren’t running high or 
the intensity wasn’t up.”

Carlton started quickly in the 
� rst half and got some key outside 
shots from Madison Asleson — 
who � nished with a game-high 15 
points — as the Bulldogs cruised 
out to a big early lead. Wrenshall 
packed things in by playing a zone 
defense and eventually cut into the 
Bulldog lead and pulled to within 
three points at hal� ime, at 26-23.

“We really weren’t ready for 
them to come out in a 1-3-1 zone,” 
said Carlton coach Brian Hey. “I 
actually had to take a timeout and 
actually draw out what we want-
ed to do on o� ense. We tried to 
stretch the defense on the baseline, 
but we just missed a lot of shots 
which hurt us and kept the game 
close.”

� e big key to the Bulldogs’ 
� rst-half lead was Asleson, who hit 
three 3-pointers in the � rst half.

“From our o� ensive standpoint 
we played well on defense, but we 
just missed way too many shots 
and we only went 11 for 28 at 
the free throw line,” said Hey. “At 
practice on Friday we spent a lot of 
time working on free throws.”

Both teams had strong defenses.
Although they struggled to 

make shots in the � rst half, Grover 
sees potential with her Wrens 
squad.

“During hal� ime, we chatted 
[that] being able to come out on 
top meant we couldn’t let them 
score inside. I am a big believer in 
zone defense because it is typically 
tougher for teams to get points 
inside the 3-point line.”

Joining Asleson in scoring for 
Carlton were Morgan Laveau with 
eight, and Korah Crane scored 
� ve. Megan Matarelli made three 
points, while Brielle Simula, Haley 
Ableiter and Emma Peterson all 
� nished with two.

“I thought that Morgan Laveau 
had a really good night for us as 

well as Maddie,” said Hey. “Mor-
gan hustled on defense and she got 
a lot of important rebounds for us.”

Grover characterized the game 
as “faster-paced with a little less 
control,” but said she pushed her 
team and they pushed their oppo-
nent. “� e entire second half of the 
game was neck-and-neck and very 
intense,” she said.

Janae Sjodin and Abbie Res-
berg led the Wrens with 11 and 10 
points, respectively while Liberty 
Bilges chipped in with eight, Liz 
Johnson added four and Hannah 
Tauzell scored two.

On Monday night the Bulldogs 
hit the road to play East Central 
and lost 53-19, while the Wrens 
played at the Fond du Lac Ojibwe 
school. � e Ogichidaag won that 
game 56-50.

Bulldogs, Wrens scrap like rivals

Carlton coach Brian Hey works on a play during a timeout in Thursday 
game in Wrenshall. Hey is assisted by his son Matthew and daughter 
Elizabeth this season.

Wrenshall’s Liberty Bilges goes up for a basket during Thursday’s game with Carlton. Made buckets were 
a rarity as the Bulldogs eked out a 37-35 win. Photos by Dave Harwig / Pine Knot News

Carlton’s Morgan Laveau takes a shot. She had eight points in the 
game against Wrenshall.
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All games are livestreamed at NorthwoodsRadio.com

Friday, Dec. 10 7:15 pm Boys Basketball - MLWR vs Aitkin.................. WMOZ 106.9 FM
Tues., Dec. 14 7:15 pm Boys Basketball - Cloquet vs Hermantown ..... WKLK 1230 AM
Tues., Dec. 14 7:30 pm Boys Hockey - CEC vs Proctor ..........................WKLK 96.5 FM
Thurs., Dec. 16 7:00 pm Boys Hockey - CEC vs East ...............................WKLK 96.5 FM
Thurs., Dec. 16 7:15 pm Girls Basketball - Barnum @ South Ridge ....... WKLK 1230 AM
Friday, Dec. 17 7:00 pm Boys Hockey - MLA vs North Shore............... WMOZ 106.9 FM

Listen to live broadcasts on the radio 
or online at NorthwoodsRadio.com

Check our website for the broadcast schedule.

UPCOMING B-BALL & HOCKEY

Kerry Rodd
sports@PineKnotNews.com

� e Cromwell-Wright girls bas-
ketball team has been a force over 
the past decade in small-school 
basketball circles. A� er opening 
the season with a resounding win 
over McGregor, the Cardinals 
continued their winning ways 
against Barnum Monday, winning 
78-36.

“Barnum is always a tough 
team and they always come to 
play,” said Cards coach Je�  Gron-
ner.

“Barnum was able to hang 
around throughout the � rst half of 
the opening half of play.”

By the middle of the � rst half, 
the Cardinals led by � ve. � en 
they went on a 28-2 run. “Our 
defensive pressure caused some 
turnovers and that led to some 
easy baskets for us,” Gronner said. 

Eventually the Cards pulled out 
to a 43-13 hal� ime lead and never 
looked back.

“Cromwell is a tough, well-
coached team,” said Barnum 
coach Mariah Minkkenen. “� ey 
play together o� ensively and they 
push the ball well in transition.”

� e transition game is where 
the Cards held an edge. “We try 
to play more uptempo, push the 
ball if we can and we got many 
easy buckets late in the � rst half 
by beating them down the court,” 
Gronner said.

Eight players hit the scoring 
column for the Cards. � ey were 
led by Sascha Korpela with 21 
points and Andrea Pocernich with 
19. Joining Korpela and Pocer-
nich in double-digit scoring for 
the Cards were Siiena Anderson, 
who had 12 points, and Kyra 
Granholm, who added 10 points. 
Isabella Anderson scored seven, 
Jill Anderson four, Marissa Dahl 
had three, and Mya Gronner 
scored two.

“Our depth is very good,” 
Gronner said. “I can play a lot of 
girls o�  the bench and production 
does not drop o� .”

Allison Marine was the lone 
double-digit scorer for the 
Bombers as she � nished with 13 
points. Wrapping up the scoring 
for Barnum were Rayna Klejeski 
with eight and Anessa Davis with 
seven. Both Jacinda Wright and 
Trenity Gladen added three points 
and Ella Heaton scored two.

� e Bombers coaches are 
looking at the game as a learning 
experience.

“While the game didn’t go like 

we hoped, I am glad we got to see 
things we need to work on and 
to continue to improve on,” said 
Minkkenen.

As good as their depth is al-
ready, the Cards could potentially 
see another top performer return 
by the end of the season if Natalie 
Hakamaki is able to bounce back 
from a knee injury she su� ered 
playing in the o� -season.

“I am very happy with our per-
formance the last two games,” said 
coach Gronner. “We hope to build 
o�  this and keep improving.”

GIRLS BASKETBALL SCHEDULE
Cardinals continue to dominate

Above: Cromwell-Wright’s Siiena 
Anderson and  Barnum’s Janaya 
Jurek wrestle for the ball during 
Monday’s game in Cromwell, a 
big win for the home team. 

Right: The Cardinals’ Andrea 
Pocernich keeps her eye on the 
basket at home against Barnum 
Monday. Photos by Dan Saletel / 
Pine Knot Sports

FRIDAY, DEC. 10
BOYS BASKETBALL
Cloquet vs. Esko, 7:15
Barnun vs. Cherry, 7:15
Moose Lake vs. Aitkin, 7:15
Wrenshall at Cromwell, 
7:15
GIRLS BASKETBALL
Carlton at Northland, 7:15
South Ridge vs. Little-
fork-Big Falls, 7 

SATURDAY, DEC. 11
BOYS HOCKEY
MLA  at Ely, 1 
GIRLS BASKETBALL
Cloquet at Superior, 5  
Esko vs. Fridley, 1

MONDAY, DEC. 13
BOYS BASKETBALL
Wrenshall at Milaca 
Onamia, 7:15
GIRLS BASKETBALL
Barnum at Cherry, 7:15
Cromwell at Deer River, 
7:15
South Ridge at McGregor, 
7:15

TUESDAY, DEC. 14
BOYS HOCKEY
CEC 7:30   vs. Proctor
GIRLS HOCKEY
CEC at. Duluth (Heritage 
Arena), 7
MLA at Silver Bay, 7:30   
BOYS BASKETBALL
Cloquet vs. Hermantown, 
7:15
Esko vs. Grand Rapids, 
7:15
Carlton vs. Hinckley-Fin-
layson, 7:15
Barnum at East Central, 
7:15
Moose Lake vs. Marshall, 
7:15
South Ridge at McGregor, 
7:15
GIRLS BASKETBALL
Cloquet at Crom-
well-Wright, 7:15
Esko at Princeton, 7:15
Carlton at North Woods, 
7:15
South Ridge at Nashwauk- 
Keewatin, 7:15

THURSDAY, DEC. 16
BOYS HOCKEY
CEC at Duluth East (Heri-
tage Arena), 7
MLA at Ashland, 7 
GIRLS HOCKEY
CEC at Moose Lake, 7:30 
BOYS BASKETBALL
Cloquet vs. North Branch, 
7:15
Moose Lake vs. North 
Woods, 7:15
GIRLS BASKETBALL
Esko at Two Harbors, 7:15
Carlton at McGregor, 7:15
Barnum at South Ridge, 
7:15
Cromwell vs. Floodwood, 
7:15 
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Kerry Rodd
sports@PineKnotNews.com

A� er a slow start Friday, the 
Cloquet boys basketball team 
bounced back with an impressive 
early-season win against a good 
Barnum squad. � e Lumber-
jacks relied on some strong play 
from Connor Barney to pull out 
the hard-fought 77-68 win in 
Cloquet.

“� ey came out and jumped 
on us right away with (Joe) 
Peterson dropping in a couple of 
three-point shots,” said Cloquet 
head coach Steve Battaglia. 

As the � rst half continued, 
the Lumberjacks made an e� ort 
to get the ball in to Barney, who 
began to wear down the much 
smaller Bombers.

“In the � rst half our kids 
weren’t physical enough against 
Barney,” said Barnum coach Rich 
Newman. “Barney is athletic, 
strong and when he’s one-on-one 
against any of our players, he will 
win most of those battles.”

Barney pumped in a game-
high 35 points — 26 of those 
came in the � rst half as Cloquet 
edged out to a 41-37 hal� ime 
lead.

“In that second half, our team 
defense was much better and we 
did a better job against Barney,” 
Newman said. “I think having six 
seniors helped us relax and just 
come back and play hard in that 
second half.”

While Barney was lead-
ing Cloquet, Joe Peterson was 
knocking down 3-pointers and 
scoring a game high 29 points for 
Barnum to keep the game close.

“Peterson is a good player 
and a good 3-point shooter and 
he was 5-for-6 from the 3-point 
line,” said Battaglia.

As the game wore on, the 
Lumberjacks were able to take 
advantage of its height advan-
tage by beating Barnum o�  the 
dribble and then passing to an 
open player.

While Cloquet was content 
to pack things in with a zone 
defense, the Bombers played 
man-to-man in an e� ort to 
contest every shot. Eventually 
their e� orts allowed them to 
cut into the ’Jacks lead. Barnum 
pulled within three points before 
Cloquet was able to grab control 
and � nd ways to get to the free 
throw line, where they outscored 
Barnum 21-11 from the charity 
stripe. Cloquet also outscored the 
Bombers 40-22 in the paint.

“� at’s one of our goals,” Batt-

aglia said. “Not only do we want 
to win the points in the paint, but 
to get to the free throw line and 
we were able to do both of those 
things.”

� e Lumberjacks also got 
strong double-digit scoring from 
Caleb Hanson and Alec Turnbull, 
who � nished with 18 and 14 
points respectively. Marco May-
orga added six points. Orville 
Councilor and Joe Bailey each 
scored two.

“I think we’re capable of con-
tending for the conference and 
the section titles,” Battaglia said. 
“Right now, we’re struggling with 
depth. Jack Sorenson would’ve 
been a starter for us but he tore 
his ACL in football and will miss 
the entire season. Reese Shel-
don and Kollin Bonneville will 
both contend for starting spots 
when they get healthy following 
football injuries. � ey are both 
physical kids who will help us 
tremendously.”

Battaglia  said the team is just 
“six guys deep” with a lone regu-
lar reserve in sophomore Joe Bai-
ley. “Joe has really impressed me 
with his play,” Battaglia said. “I’m 
really worried about our depth in 
the short term, but when we get 
to full strength, I like our team.” 

Evan Gustafson and Hayden 
Charboneau 15 and 11 points for 
Barnum. Willie Richardson add-

ed six points, with � ve for Max 
Moors. Matt Berg added two 
points to round out the scoring.

“I like our team, but we need 
to be more consistent,” Newman 
said of the Bombers. “We just 
have to avoid the long periods 
of not scoring points and — be-
cause we are not very tall — we’ll 
need to work together to play as a 
whole team the entire 36 min-
utes.”

Lumberjacks pass big test from Bombers
BOYS BASKETBALL

DOOR PRICES
Adults $12  I  Seniors, Students, 

Military & HEALTHCARE $8

PRESALE TICKETS
Adults $8  I  Seniors, Students, 
Military & HEALTHCARE $6

Northwoods Credit Union Arena  •  1102 Olympic Drive, Cloquet
   WildernessHockey.com                                Follow us on Facebook

WILDERNESS HOME GAME
2 for 1 drinks til the puck drops

MN Wilderness vs ST CLOUD NORSEMEN
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10 @ 7:15 PM

Presale tickets available @ 
B&B Market and Super One Liquor

SPONSORED BY:

puck drops
NM

Cloquet’s Alec Turnbull edges 
toward the basket against 
Barnum’s Max Moors.

Cloquet’s Conner Barney makes a drive to the basket around Barnum’s Matthew Berry as the host 
Lumberjacks defeated the Bombers Friday. Photos by Dan Saletel /  Pine Knot Sports

Barnum’s Matthew Berry glides 
to the rim as he puts two points 
on the board against Cloquet 
Friday.

BRIEFLY
Wilderness woes continue

Cameron Ricotta scored twice and 
Tyler Stewart picked up three points to 
lead the NAHL frontrunner Fairbanks 
Ice Dogs past the Minnesota Wilderness 
Saturday night, 6-3.

Graham Burke su� ered his second 
straight loss in net for Minnesota. Jacob 
Zacharewicz started the game, but was 
pulled in favor of Burke a� er Fairbanks 

made it 3-0. Zacharewicz stopped 13 of 16 
shots, while Burke turned aside 18 of 20. 

� e Wilderness also lost to the Ice Dogs 
5-3 Friday night in the � rst of two away 
games.

� e Wilderness play at home the next 
two Fridays: Dec. 10 against St. Cloud, and 
Dec. 17 against Anchorage. Both games 
start at 7:15 p.m.
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Donate what you can a�ord. All donations will go to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
Cut your own tree or pick up a fresh cut tree at Harold’s Service in Carlton.

Donate what you can a�ord. All donations will go to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.Donate what you can a�ord. All donations will go to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.Donate what you can a�ord. All donations will go to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.

Directions to the trees:
• 7 miles SE of Wrenshall on the West side 
   of Hwy 23, across from Fire No. 3030
• From Co. Rd 4 (Military Rd) go 3.3 miles South
• From Co. Rd 1 go 2.2 miles North
• From  Co. Rd 82 (Seboe Rd) go 1.7 miles South

Make checks payable to St. Jude Children’s 
Hospital and drop o� or mail to:

Harold’s Service
PO Box 21, Carlton  MN 55718

Rod & Sue Holmes
3030 State Hwy 23, Wrenshall MN 55797

To date, Harold’s 
Fiascos have raised 
more than $45,000 
for St. Jude’s 
Research Hospital 
and we have one 
more Fiasco to go! 
Thank you, Carlton 
County, for making 
2021 another record-
breaking year!

CAFD ...
Continued from Page 1

Ashmore had worked as 
a battalion chief and emer-
gency medical services 
director before he moved 
here from Hibbing.

CAFD board chair Bob 
DeCaigny said Ashmore 
has more than three weeks 
to sign the separation 
agreement with the district, 
which would become pub-
lic 15 days a� er he signs it. 
DeCaigny said the board 
will consider its next steps 
at the next board meeting 
Wednesday, Dec. 15.

“Up to this point we’ve 
already had two searches,” 
DeCaigny said, adding that 
it was unknown if they 
would embark on another 
national search for some-
one to lead the � re district.

In the meantime, CAFD 
battalion chief Jesse Buhs is 
working the daytime o�  ce 
shi�  at the � re district. 
“Our level of service will 
continue,” Buhs said. “All of 
our dedicated sta�  remain 
and our service will be 
unchanged.” 
What came before

Ashmore defended him-
self in a Loudermill hearing 
— which provides public 
sector employees the right 
to contest reasons for pos-
sible � ring — in both open 
and closed meetings Nov. 
22 regarding the allegations 
and his performance as � re 
chief.  

A notice of the hearing 
sent to Ashmore stated that 
the board considered alle-
gations against Ashmore 
in closed session on Nov. 
11 and made a preliminary 
determination that disci-
pline or termination may 
be merited. He was placed 
on paid administrative 
leave a� er that meeting.

Ashmore and his 
attorney, Jason Raether, 
addressed complaints Nov. 
21 that he had not abided 
by Covid-19 protocols 
previously adopted by 
CAFD for all employees, 
including wearing a mask 
and observing social 
distancing in public or 
with the public, speci� cally 
when teaching at Virginia 
Community College on 
Oct. 27, at two meetings on 
Oct. 28, and with a Lake 
Superior College student 
Nov. 1. Additionally, he is 
accused of not maintaining 
social distancing require-
ments from co-workers 
at the � re district on Nov. 

1. Several sections of the 
allegations against Ash-
more were redacted in the 
Loudermill notice so there 
were additional details that 
weren’t public.

� e now former chief 
told the board during the 
Nov. 22 meeting that he 
had followed Covid pro-
tocols for CAFD members 
who are fully vaccinated 
because he had gotten a 
negative result with an at-
home test.

He also noted that he 
was given inadequate time 
to respond to the hearing 
notice, and had only  two 
days to � nd an attorney 
and one workday to pre-
pare for the Loudermill 
hearing.

Ashmore gave a pre-
pared statement during the 
Nov. 22 hearing.

“Overall I would like to 
make it clear that member 
safety has always been 
a priority of my career,” 
he said. “� is is not an 
exception when it comes 
to Covid. � is is evidenced 
by changes that have been 
made to the district’s Covid 
manuals, procedures and 
getting fully vaccinated 
myself. Recommendations 
for Covid have been in 
constant change since the 
pandemic started, some-
times making it di�  cult to 
know what is current and 
what is not.”

Ashmore said he had 
“given a good faith e� ort 
to follow the district rules” 
and that any deviation 
from these rules does not 
rise to the level of behavior 
alleged by the board.

While the board did not 
dispute Ashmore publicly 

during that meeting, the 
Nov. 22 hearing notice stat-
ed the evidence suggested 
that by not following the 
CAFD Covid-19 plan, Ash-
more’s “actions and inac-
tions signi� cantly damage 
the respect for you of those 
you are required to lead. It 
is further alleged that your 
actions and inaction was of 
such a substantial nature 
directly a� ecting the rights 
and interests of the pub-
lic and touching on your 
quali� cations to perform 
your o�  ce or performance 
of your duties, that it shows 
you are not a � t or proper 
person to hold the o�  ce.”

Ashmore was not phys-
ically present at Monday’s 
meeting, and his name was 
not among those attending 
the meeting online. Five 
board members were pres-
ent at the Scanlon Com-
munity Center — Marshall 
Johnson, DeCaigny, Sheila 
Lamb, Linda Wey and Gary 
Harms — and two attended 
online, Bun Carlson and 
Bruce Blacketter. � e votes 
were unanimous. A hand-
ful of CAFD sta�  were also 
present in the audience, 
along with several more 
who attended online. 

CAFD provides � re pro-
tection to 170 square miles 
and ambulance service to 
a state-mandated area of 
more than 250 square miles 
in Carlton County and 
southern St. Louis County.

The Cloquet Area Fire District board has recently 
been dealing with issues surrounding fi re chief Matt 
Ashmore. He resigned this week after an investigation 
closed. Jana Peterson / Pine Knot News
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