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Century Farm
The Quast Family Farm out 

of Buffalo Lake was this year’s 
celebrated Century Farm at 
the Sibley County Fair. P. 7

Bench for Jessica
Friends of Jessica Manthei 

dedicated a new bench outside 
Henderson Wine and Spirits on 

Monday.  P. 2

Final fair
Don’t miss the Le Sueur 

County Fair this Thurs-
day-Sunday! P. 7

HUMMINGBIRDS
Continued on page 2

lE SUEUR-HENDERSON SCHOOL BOARD

Hurrah for hummers!

General election filing period closes: meet the candidates

Charms of humming-
birds, a kaleido-
scope of butterflies, 
beautiful flowers ga-

lore and plenty of pollinators 
are ready for your enjoyment 
during the Henderson Hum-
mingbird Hurrah on Saturday, 
Aug. 20 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

The annual festival offers 
free fun for the whole fami-
ly and the chance to purchase 
yummy beverages, snacks and 
lunch, as well as the chance to 
browse local artisan wares to 
buy a souvenir.

The Henderson Humming-
bird Garden will showcase 
licensed hummingbird bander 
Don Mitchell between 9 a.m. 
and noon, when he will be 
catching hummingbirds, band-
ing them, collecting data such 
as weight and length, and then 
releasing them. The birds are 
not harmed! 

Gardener Larry Pfarr of tele-
vision fame be on hand with 
his bee display. Mitchell, who 
is also a master gardener, will 
speak later in the day, as will 
renowned Minnesota humorist 
Al Batt. 

Especially for children of 
all ages will be crafts to make 
and take. Bring your creativity 
— lots of fun ideas and materi-
als will be provided for you to 
make whatever you can dream 
up. An artist will be on hand to 
paint a design on your hand or 
arm between 9 - 11 a.m.

Henderson Hummingbird Hurrah returns Saturday

The Le Sueur-Hen-
derson School Board 
held a special meet-
ing and work session 

on Monday night, to canvass 
the Aug. 9 primary election re-
sults, discuss next steps for the 
bond and a new change to the 
Honeywell agreement.

The board officially can-
vassed the Aug. 9 primary 

votes, which reflected 1,219 
“Yes” votes to build a $39.9 
million K-5 school on the ex-
isting Middle/High School 
site, against 1,080 “No” votes. 

Superintendent Jim Wagner 
shared the district will be put-
ting together a focus group to 
look at designs and take tours 
of other schools to get ideas. 
Wagner said the goal is to put 
together a “real detailed, finite 
blueprint to go out for bids 
right after Christmas, with the 

idea we will start construction 
as soon as we can punch a hole 
in the ground.”

Wagner also said he is work-
ing with a few local business-
es to see if they can raise the 
money to build a third gymna-
sium that was part of the failed 
Question 3 on the ballot.

HONEYWELL 
UPDATE

During the special meet-
ing, the board approved a 
$4,486,148 lease-purchase 

agreement with Honeywell 
which will address some 
building maintenance issues at 
the Middle/High School site, 
including new lighting, water, 
building envelope and build-
ing management systems.

During the following work 
session, Wagner shared with 
the board that he recently 
learned lease agreements can-
not be for a period to exceed 
15 years. 

As this is a change from the 

20-year lease agreement pre-
viously discussed with Hon-
eywell, Wagner presented five 
possible 15-year term scenari-
os to consider. 

The five scenarios had vary-
ing up-front contributions, 
ranging from $100,000/year to 
$564,870, and similarly vary-
ing annual contributions.

Wagner told the board he 
was in favor of either Scenario 
C or D. 

Scenario C involved a 

$300,000 up-front contribu-
tion and an annual contribution 
of $106,006 in year one, which 
would increase to $123,261 
for the following 14 years.

Scenario D involved a 
$375,000 up-front contribu-
tion and an annual contribution 
of $99,420 in year one, which 
would increase to $116,675 for 
the following 14 years.

LS-H considers Honeywell changes in light of new terms

During a past Hummingbird Hurrah, Don Mitchell holds a 
hummingbird that he is about to release, after he has weighed, 
measured and banded the bird.

A monarch sips from a tall coneflower in the Henderson 
Hummingbird Garden.

The makeup of the Hender-
son City Council could 
change next year. Unlike 
the 2018 election when 

just one candidate filed, Henderson 
closed the filing period Tuesday 

afternoon with three candidates: in-
cumbent Randy Tiegs and challeng-
ers Mary Kay Burger-Wento and 
Crystal Thomas. 

Janet Boese, who was a write-in 
candidate in 2018, did not re-file, so 
there will be at least one new face at 
the council table in 2023.

Keith Swenson previously said 
he would file for mayor if no other 
candidates emerged, and followed 
up on that promise and will be the 
only candidate on the mayoral bal-
lot on Nov. 8.

SCHOOL BOARD
Five candidates had filed for the 

Le Sueur-Henderson School Board 
as of the filing deadline on Tuesday 
afternoon. Incumbents Matt Hatha-
way, Gretchen Rehm, Brigid Tuck 
and Jennifer Burns had all filed for 
their seats, along with challenger 
Burger-Wento.

However, Burger-Wento’s filing 

raised some questions, as her paper-
work for the school board race was 
filed on Thursday, Aug. 11 — two 
days after she filed for the Hender-

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
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As previously 
chronicled in the 
Henderson Inde-
pendent’s “Trade 

Power” series, there is no 
shortage of jobs in skilled 
trade industries, and connect-
ing students to those path-
ways starts in school.

But there is still one ma-
jor barrier facing youth who 
may be interested in a trade 
career: job experience.

The federal government 
does allow 16 and 17-year-
olds to work in the construc-
tion industry and on con-
struction sites, but does limit 
the tasks they can do. For ex-
ample, roofing is consid-
ered a hazardous occupation 
and prohibited for anyone 
younger than 18 years old. 
Power-driven woodworking 
machines, metal-working 
machines and power-driven 
equipment is also considered 
too hazardous.

However, a construction 
site includes lots of other 
jobs not considered hazard-
ous. Plumbing, HVAC and 
even putting up drywall all 
fall under the construction 
umbrella.

Minnesota, however, has 
taken a more restrictive view 
on the construction industry. 
According to the Minnesota 

Department of Labor and In-
dustry, minors are prohibited 
from working “in or around 
logging or lumbering oper-
ations; paper, saw, lathe and 
shingle mills; mines, quar-
ries and sand or gravel pits; 
construction or building proj-
ects; and ice harvesting oper-
ations; among others.

According to Adam Han-
son, chapter president for 
the Associated Builders and 
Contractors of Minnesota 
and North Dakota, the con-
struction umbrella causes is-
sues when trying to connect 
youth to careers because it 
prohibits easier tasks like 
painting or hanging drywall.

“You can do that in shop 
class, but not on a construc-
tion site,” Hanson said.

Across the border, Wiscon-

sin allows 16 and 17-year-
olds to work construction 
jobs, and even includes a 
detailed list of which equip-
ment they are permitted to 
use. For example, students 
younger than 18 are prohibit-
ed from operating a forklift, 
but those at least 16 can op-
erate a hydraulic press, drill 
press, deburring machine, 
CNC router, pipe threader, 
computerized plasma table, 
welder and more.

In Minnesota, people 
younger than 18 can only 
work on a construction site if 
they are 17 and already grad-
uated from high school; are 
working on a family-owned 
construction company; or if 
they apply and get an exemp-
tion from the state.

Hanson would like to see 
Minnesota model its youth 
employment laws after the 
federal government, which 
provides some allowances.

“Construction workers are 
not getting any younger — 
the greying of the industry is 
not happening slowly, and if 
we cannot open the pipeline 
fairly quickly, things are go-
ing to cost more and take a 
lot longer,” Hanson said.

One thing Hanson is glad 
to see is trade careers are 
getting more acceptance in 
schools, and there is a more 
positive attitude toward the 
trades as a viable job field.

By Rachel Miller
Editor

Adam Hanson

Road closed 
ahead 

Youth trade experience is hard to come by
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Master gardeners will lead a 
garden tour in both the morn-
ing and the afternoon and vol-
unteers will be on hand with 
information about birds, bees, 
butterflies and blooms all day.

Raffle tickets are available 
for purchase and the winning 
numbers will be drawn at 3 
p.m. (you need not be present 
to win.) Proceeds benefit Hen-
derson Feathers, the 501(c)3 
non-profit group that designs 
and maintains the garden and 
stages the Hurrah every year 
and is now the parent organi-

zation for the National Ruby 
Throated Hummingbird Cen-
ter.

The garden is located at 
the corner of Oak and North 
4th Streets in Henderson. The 
banding and tour will be in the 
garden. Just down the path is 
Bender Park, where the ven-
dors, educational booths and 
the children’s pavilion will be 
located. Speakers will be under 
the Bender Park shelter just on 
the far side of the park.

Follow us on Facebook or 
at: www.hendersonhumming 
birdhurrah.com for the latest 
information.

HUMMINGBIRDS
Continued FROM page 1

Aly Now!
Le Sueur Incorporated

Discover

www.lesueurinc.com/careers

Your Potential

Production and Machine Operator Positions 
Great People - Awesome Benefits 

$19 - 26.25/hr
Aly Now!

Le Sueur Incorporated

Discover

www.lesueurinc.com/careers

Your Potential

Production and Machine Operator Positions 
Great People - Awesome Benefits 

$19 - 26.25/hr

Independent Galaxy

4x7 COLOR QUOTE
2 papers

$449/week
$898 Total

Henderson Hummingbird Hurrah
Birds, Bees, Butterflies & Blooms

Saturday, August 20, 2022
9 am to 4 pm - Rain or Shine!

Find us on Facebook or 
www.hendersonhummingbirdhurrah.com

In the Garden (4th & Oak):
• Banding - (9 am - noon)
• Guided garden tours

Free family entertainment

Under the Bender Park pavilion
(3rd & Market): 

• Make & Take crafts for kids
• Face painter (9 - 11 am)

• Speakers

In the Park:
• Food & Artisan vendors

• Educational displays
• Raffle Prize drawing @ 3:15

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Two ruby-throated hummingbirds drink from the same 
feeder on a thirsty afternoon.

son City Council seat.
The Minnesota Secretary of 

State candidate qualifications 
prohibit filing for more than 
one office in a primary or gen-
eral election.

Following that revelation, 
Burger-Wento told the Inde-
pendent on Tuesday she in-
tended to withdraw her filing 
from the Le Sueur-Henderson 
School Board, and focus on the 
Henderson City Council race, 
leaving the four school board 
incumbents to serve another 
four years.

TOWNSHIP RACES
Not much will be changing 

in Henderson, Jessenland or 
Faxon Townships. With just 
one exception, all incumbents 
will be retaining their seats and 
running unopposed.

The one change will be in 
Henderson Township, as Rita 

Schultz is not seeking re-elec-
tion as township clerk. Tom 
Obele is running unopposed 
for the position.

John Pioske is unchallenged 
for his Henderson Township 
supervisor spot. 

In Jessesnland Township, 
incumbents Jeremy Tesch (su-
pervisor) and Bonnie Weber 
(clerk) are running unopposed.

And in Faxon Township, in-
cumbents Tara McConnell (su-
pervisor) and Cerisse Murphy 
(clerk) are also unopposed.

BELLE PLAINE 
SCHOOL BOARD

The Belle Plaine School 
Board race will be an easy one, 
with three candidates filing for 
three seats. 

The board seats held by 
Amanda Gregory, Matt Lenz 
and Karl Keup are up for elec-
tion this year. Lenz had filed 
for his seat, and is joined on 
the ballot by newcomers Kel-
len Schmidt and Tonya Smith.

candidates
Continued FROM page 1

Rock on, Jessica!
Friends of Jessica Manthei gathered for an official bench dedication on Monday evening, Aug. 15. The plan to 

purchase and dedicate a bench in Manthei’s honor has been in the works for months, and it was recently delivered and 
installed outside Henderson Wine and Spirits. 

Manthei, who was found deceased Feb. 14, was known for her loving, family-oriented personality, and had a passion 
for 80s rock music. Now that spirit will be kept alive, and a piece of Jessica will be at every Henderson community 
celebration, from Sauerkraut Days to the weekly summer Classic Car Roll-ins and everything in between. 

Rock on, Jessica!

PHOTO BY RACHEL MILLER

PHOTO BY BETH CORNISH

Like what you see? Sign up to get the 
Independent delivered to your doorstep! 

$40/year Independent only in-state; 
$45 out-of-state

OR build the Belle Plaine Bulletin into your 
subscription for $10 more! ($50-55)

Contact 507-248-3223 or email 
hendersonmnnews@gmail.com to start 

your subscription TODAY!

Tuesday was a beautiful night for a Classic Car Roll-in, as streets were packed and people flocked downtown to enjoy the 
beautiful weather, stunning cars and friendly atmosphere. The parking lot down by St. Paul’s UCC is even more beautiful 
thanks to the secret garden that has been planted and maintained in memory of Aunt Doris and in honor of Arlene Busse.

PHOTO BY RACHEL MILLER
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He is now studying for a 
master’s degree in Theology 
at St. John’s University at Col-
legeville. His goal is to earn 
certification as a chaplain in 
Mental Health Care, particu-
larly in the area of Chemical 
Dependency.

From the esteemed Elmo 
Downs: Youth is not entirely 
a time of life. It is a state of 
mind. It is not wholly a matter 
of ripe cheeks and red lips or 
supple knees; it is a temper of 
will, a quality of the imagina-
tion, a vigor of the emotions. 
Nobody grows old by merely 
living a number of years. Peo-
ple grow old only be deserting 
their ideals.

You are as young as your 
faith, as old as your doubts; as 
young as your self-confidence, 
as old as your fears; as young 
as your hope, as old as your 
despair.

In the center of every heart 
there is a recording chamber. 
So long as it receives messag-
es of beauty, hope, cheer and 
courage, you are young. When 
the wires are all down and your 
heart is covered with the snows 
of pessimism and the ice of 
cynicism, then, and only then, 
have you grown old.

30 YEARS AGO
AUG. 20, 1992

Guthrie and Keith Swen-
son and Ryan and Joe Pulk of 
this community recently par-
ticipated in a marathon home 
building weekend for Habitat 
for Humanity. Their employ-
er, Centex Homes, built the 
home in seven days and donat-
ed it to Habitat for Humanity, 
a non-profit organization that 
builds low cost, no interest 
housing for the working poor 
with volunteer labor using ma-
terials either donated or pur-
chased through donation.

20 YEARS AGO
AUG. 22, 2002

Lamona Phillips was ap-
pointed to fill the term of for-
mer Henderson City Council 
member Steve Fries. Kari 

From the  Aug. 22, 2002 issue of the Henderson Independent: A line almost as long as the 
Minnesota River itself waited to have books signed by Don Osell on Saturday afternoon’s 
sesquicentennial. This event featured complimentary wine and cheese and took place at the 
Joseph R. Brown Minnesota River Center on the second floor of the Henderson Community 
Building. For many it was their first look at the Center. 
(Compiled by Beth Cornish)

many friends here will be glad 
to hear of his return.

The Henderson baseball 
club went to Arlington Sunday 
and played their second game 
with that nine. It seems that 
Arlington was not in it from 
the start as was demonstrated 
by the score which was 15 to 
5 in Henderson’s favor in the 
5th inning when the Arlington 
club thought it time to quit and 
ended the game. This surely 
settles matters as to the superi-
ority of these two clubs.

120 YEARS AGO
AUG. 15, 1902

The concert given by violin-
ist Carl Herrmann at the opera 
house on Friday evening did 
not receive the patronage it 
merited. Mr. Herrmann is an 
accomplished musician and 
rendered a program of popular 
and classic selections.

100 YEARS AGO
AUG. 18, 1922

The newly organized local 
baseball team played its first 
game on the home diamond on 
Sunday against the Arlington 

Cubs and demonstrated that 
they are comers. The Arling-
ton team has been hitting a 
fast clip for weeks and hence 
were worthy foes to contend 
against. When the smoke 
cleared after the ninth inning, 
the score stood 11 to 5 in favor 
of Henderson.

Returning on the late pas-
senger train from the Cities 
on Sunday night, Dr. Duclos 
informed us that the engineer 
saw a man lying near the track 
between Blakeley and Belle 
Plaine. The train was stopped, 
the man placed on board and 
taken back to Belle Plaine, 
where it was found that one of 
his arms was badly crushed. 
The doctors there could not 
handle the case, so the man 
was given first aid and taken 
to Mankato. The man gave 
his age at 22 years, and said 
his home was at Springfield, 
IL. He said he was on his way 
west to find work. He said he 
did not know how he had been 
injured, but it is surmised that 
he fell from a freight train with 
the above result. Amputation 
was necessary according to 
Duclos.

80 YEARS AGO
AUG. 14, 1942

Products of Minnesota’s 
Fighting Farmers, the men 
and women backing up the 
men behind the guns, will be 
featured in the “Food for Vic-
tory” exhibits at the Minne-
sota State Fair this year. For 
distinguished service on the 
Homefront, the State Fair of-
fers $150,000 in premiums, 
the largest wartime subsidy 
ever given for increased pro-
duction in livestock, agricul-
ture and home arts. To provide 
adequate food for Americans 
and for Democracy’s Fighting 
Forces throughout the world, 
this program and its increased 
premiums encourage greater 

production of vital foods: more 
livestock and poultry adapted 
to Northwest crops and cli-
mate; raising of non-surplus 
crops with minimum farm la-
bor; special clinics for mainte-
nance of farm machinery; and 
emphasis on home canning of 
fruits, vegetables and berries 
requiring the smallest amounts 
of sugar.

60 YEARS AGO
AUG. 16, 1962

Newlywed Mrs. John Reil-
ly Jr. of Route 2, Le Sueur re-
ceived a belated wedding gift 
from the Sibley County Fair 
Association when her ticket 
was drawn for the grand prize 
at the conclusion of the fair on 
Sunday. She took home the 
1962 Ford Fairlane Tudor. The 
winning ticket was purchased 
while buying gasoline on the 
way to the fair that evening.

Charlotte Lampe, a 17-year-
old senior at the Arling-
ton-Green Isle High School, 
was crowned Miss Sibley 
County on Sunday evening. 
Interestingly, her twin sister 
Charlene was chosen as one of 
her attendants. Judges for the 
contest were professional mod-
els from the Twin Cities.

50 YEARS AGO
AUG. 17, 1972

The runner-up trophy in the 
Legion Youth Baseball League 
was brought home Monday 
evening by the Henderson 
team. Madison Lake captured 
the championship series by 
downing the Henderson youths 
in the two-out-of-three series.

A 13-year-old Norwood girl, 
Denise Gagnon, submitted to 
surgery at St. Joseph’s Hospital 
in Mankato to remove a bullet 
which lodged in her body as a 
result of an accidental shooting 
Monday afternoon. A group of 
youths were playing pool in the 
basement of the Trost home in 
Norwood, when Daniel Trost, 
14, was toying with a revolver 
he believed to be empty. The 
accidentally discharged bullet 
struck Gagnon in the abdo-
men. She is now reported in 
fair condition.

40 YEARS AGO
AUG. 19, 1982

The parishioners of St. Jo-
seph’s Catholic Church in 
Henderson and St. Thomas 
Catholic Church in Jessenland 
welcome this week their new 
pastor, Father Martin Warren, 
28, who arrived Friday. Father 
Martin, as he prefers to be 
called, is a native of England 
and has been in Minnesota 
for only two years. Since his 
arrival in Minnesota, he had 
been pastoring at the Church 
of St. Willibrord in Gibbon and 
worked with the migrant work-
ers for two summers. 

130 YEARS AGO
AUG. 19, 1892

A leap year party, consist-
ing of three or four carriage 
loads of young people, enjoyed 
themselves Monday evening 
by driving up and down the 
streets singing snatches of “an-
cient songs,” which lent them 
a rather weird appearance. 
The occupants of one carriage 
had the good taste to carry a 
“chestnut bell,” which should 
be very necessary on an oc-
casion of this kind. (Editor’s 
note: a chestnut is a slang old 
joke or song {an old chestnut} 
so a chestnut bell would mean 
a warning of an old joke or 
song)

Charles Hoffmann, former 
bookkeeper for Poehlers in 
this city, and who was held 
in Germany to serve out his 
soldiership while on a visit to 
his parents, has finished his 
term in the army and last week 
made his appearance in Min-
neapolis and accepted a po-
sition with H. Poehler & Co., 
grain dealers of that place. His 

Gilman was appointed to com-
plete Glenna Fries’ term on 
the city planning commission. 
The Fries recently took up res-
idence outside city limits and 
consequently had to resign 
their seats.

10 YEARS AGO
AUG. 15, 2012

Amy Ann Romero, former-
ly of rural Henderson, entered 
a guilty plea on August 8 to 
second degree manslaughter 
in connection with the death 
of her infant daughter in 2001. 
She agreed to a double upward 
departure of 96 months’ im-
prisonment, with the other six 
felony charges being dismissed 
as part of the plea arrangement. 
With good behavior, Romero 
will face 64 months served in 
prison with 32 months of su-
pervised parole. 

County Attorney David 
Schauer called it a “difficult 
and challenging case” where 
no forensic evidence was found 
and the case was reported 10 
years after the incident. In Au-
gust of 2011 Romero allegedly 
told a co-worker that she gave 
birth to a baby girl in April 
2001 and left her in woods near 
her parents’ home. Defense At-
torney Anthony Nerud said his 
client admitted she gave birth 
and that there was a reasonable 
degree of medical uncertainty 
whether the child was alive or 
stillborn.” 

Nerud said she admitted 
she had the means to get to a 
hospital and is responsible for 
the neglect to obtain medical 
care. He added, “She was an 
18-year-old kid from a bro-
ken family, was not close to 
anyone, making very bad de-
cisions. If there is a broader 
lesson to be learned, there are 
always people willing to help if 
you are willing to ask.”

Thank You
To all the voters the vot-
ers who supported me 
in the primary election.

Your vote was greatly 
appreciated.
Now it’s on

 to November!
Morris Lieske

Candidate for Sibley 
County Commis-
sioner, District 1

BPH
2x3

Hend. Ind. 1x4
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Centennial Lutheran Church
701 Locust St., Henderson 

Pastor Dennis McManus, vacancy pastor; 
Cell: (320) 808-0624

Sundays - 9 a.m. Worship

Church of St. Joseph
213 S. 6th St., Henderson
Msgr. Eugene Lozinski• 

507-248-3550
Sunday morning service - 9 a.m.

Tuesday morning service, 8:30 a.m.
  

St. John - Assumption Parish
26523 - 200th St. Belle Plaine

Msgr. Eugene Lozinski• 
507-248-3550

Saturday evening service - 5 p.m.
Wednesday morning - 8:30 a.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church
32234 431st Ave. Gaylord 

Pastor Scott Richards
507-248-3550

Sundays: 9:30 - Faith Formation
10:30 - Worship

Creekside Community Church
Christian & Missionary Alliance

114 Shamrock Dr., Arlington 
Pastor Tom McCracken

(507) 964-2872 
Email: creeksidecma@gmail.com

Video worship at www.creeksidechurchcma.org

 Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church (WELS)
229 S. 6th St., Le Sueur, 
Church 507-665-3477

Rev. Patrick Feldus
920-918-9949

Sunday Worship, 9 a.m.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod

38597 State Highway 19, Arlington
Pastor Gary Ruckman (507) 964-2400 

stjohnsarlingtonmn.org
9 a.m. Sunday School and Bible Study

10 a.m. Sunday Service

 New Hope Baptist Church 
2020 Marshall Road. Shakopee

Pastor Tim Douglas (952) 403-5146
Visit www.newhopebaptist churchmn.com for links 

to online services

Word of Life Church
890 Kingsway Drive, Le Sueur

Pastor Jason Lang
Sunday worship in-person and online, 10:30 a.m. 

www.wordoflifemn.com
New Prague Campus, 830 4th Ave. SW

Sunday worship, 9 a.m.

Sunrise Church
722 Sunrise Dr., St. Peter
Pastor Mark Thompson

10 a.m. Sunday service live streaming

Zion United Church of Christ
 240 South Elmwood St., Le Sueur 

Rev. Rosemary Rocha, Interim Pastor
Listen to a radio broadcast, 10 a.m., on KCHK 1350 

AM or 95.5 FM. 
In person worship has resumed at 9 a.m. Sunday.

St. Anne’s Church
217 N. 3rd St., Le Sueur

Fr. Chris Shofner
Parish Office: (507) 665-3811
www.stanneschurchlesueur.org

See archspm.org/covid19 for mass and prayer 
resources

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ
111 S. 6th St., Henderson 

Rev. Deb Meyer - (507) 248-3594
9:00 a.m. Sunday School

9:30 a.m. Sunday Worship 

Gaylord Assembly of God 
26958 MN-5, Gaylord • (507)237-5341

Pastor Bob Holmbeck
Thursday, Feb. 24 Norwood Bible Study, 9 a.m.

9:15 a.m. Sunday School 
10 a.m. Worship Service 6:30 p.m. Wednesday Evening 

supper, Bible classes and Youth Focused
Need a ride? Call (507) 237-5117 

Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of the Redeemer

14226 W. 280th St., Henderson
(507) 665-2932

Pr. Foy Christopherson
9:30 a.m. Sunday Worship service 

Also on Facebook Live

United Methodist Church
730 South 6th St., Le Sueur

Pastor Terri Horn
1:30 & 7:30 p.m. broadcast CATV #7

lesueurumc.org
All services will be livestreamed on Facebook and 
later available for viewing on www.lesueurumc.org

Jehovah’s Witness
Kingdom Hall, South 9th St., Henderson

Go to www.jw.org/en for video to download, or 
watch online

River Rock Church
PO Box 184, Belle Plaine (952) 873-5453

Chris Teien-Senior Pastor
Dan Jetto-Worship Pastor

 330 S. Market St. in Belle Plaine.
www.riverrockchurch.com

Watch services online at www.riverrockchurch.com/
watch

Our Lady of the Prairie Catholic Church
200 E. Church St., Belle Plaine (952) 873-6564

Father Michael Kaluza
www.ourladyoftheprairie.com

Mass Times: Saturday 4:15 p.m., 
Sunday 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.

Tuesday 6:30 p.m., 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 8:30 a.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation 1/2 hour before Mass

First Lutheran Church
116 Inner Dr., Le Sueur 

(507) 665-2615
9 a.m. In-person worship 

Communion first & third Sunday
Visit www.firstlutheranlesueur.org for links to our 

live broadcast on our YouTube page

First Presbyterian Church
 219 W. Main St., Belle Plaine (952) 873-2966

Email: fpcbelleplaine@frontiernet.net
Pastor Wayne D. Waibel (612) 750-3443

Sunday Worship, 10:30 a.m.

WORSHIP SERVICESOBITUARIES

Thursday, Aug. 18: Meatloaf, au gratin potatoes, Italian blend vegetables, dessert, low fat milk
Friday, Aug. 19: Turkey and cheese sandwich, potato salad, peaches, dessert, low fat milk
Monday, Aug. 22: Salisbury steak with gravy, mashed potatoes with gravy, green beans, dinner 

roll with margarine, dessert, low fat milk
Tuesday, Aug. 23: Baked chicken, baked potato with sour cream, peas, bread with margarine, 

dessert, low fat milk
Wednesday, Aug. 24: Taco salad with salsa and sour cream, corn chips, apple, dessert, low fat 

milk

Phone number: 1-866-985-8514 (10 a.m. to noon, best time to call)
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David Tycast, DDS
219 S. 2nd Street

Le Sueur, MN 56058
(507) 665-6812

LeSueurFamilyDental.com

Latest technology Small town atmosphere

Le Sueur Family Dental

Complete Adult or Child Check Up
New Patients Special $99

Exam, Cleaning  (routine) & 4 X-ray
Films or $50 off any Dental Service
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David Tycast, DDS
219 S. 2nd Street

Le Sueur, MN 56058
(507) 665-6812

LeSueurFamilyDental.com

Latest technology Small town atmosphere

Le Sueur Family Dental

Complete Adult or Child Check Up

New Patients Special $99
Exam, Cleaning  (routine) & 4 X-ray
Films or $50 off any Dental Service

Cleanings/Whitemings
Fillings • Crowns • Bridges

Dentures • Root Canals
Extractions

Family and Emergency 
dental care in a 

Friendly Atmosphere!
Call today to schedule a visit

507-593-0143
101 S. Main St., Suite 111

Le Sueur, MN 56058
haemigfamilydentistry.com

We are a Delta Dental PPO/Premier Provider

HERALD HENDERSON

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

507-934-2380

OPEN YEAR ROUND

958-1/2 Old Minnesota Ave. • St. Peter
KATHY WASS    SHARON STOFFREGEN
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Patrick Lawrence Keating, 
age 86, passed away peaceful-
ly surrounded by his family on 
August 2, 2022. 

Memorial Mass will be on 
Saturday, August 27, 2022, 
at 10:30  a.m. at St. John As-
sumption Catholic Church 
in Faxon Township, Sibley 
County. Short visitation will 
be in the church social hall 
from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. Burial 
following Mass with Military 
Honors will be at Sacred Heart 
Cemetery, Belle Plaine. Lunch 
and social to follow burial at 
the Rustic Room in Neisen’s 
Corner Bar, Belle Plaine

Pat was born on October 5, 
1935 in St. Paul to Joseph and 
Margaret (nee Hoye) Keating 
Pat grew up in St. Paul, and 
moved to his grandparents’ 
farm in Belle Plaine during 
his teen years. It was here 
that he discovered his love of 
country life and met his first 
wife, Joan. After high school, 
Pat was drafted into the U.S. 
Army, where he met many 
lifelong friends. In 1970, Pat 
lost Joan to breast cancer and 
was left alone to raise their two 
daughters, Krissy and Colleen.

Pat was first and foremost 
a proud Irishman. Luck was 
on his side on March 17, 1971 
when he met his beloved sec-
ond wife, Joan. He and Joan 
married and were now a fam-

ily of six, including Joan’s 
daughters, Lisa and Quenby. 
Together they then had Erin 
and Molly.

Music was an integral part of 
Pat’s life. He taught himself the 
guitar at a very young age and 
sang and played in numerous 
bands throughout the years. 
He was a master on the guitar, 
banjo, and mandolin. His girls 
remember a constant stream of 
music playing at home through 
their younger years.

Family was the most import-
ant part of Pat’s life. He cher-
ished and loved his daughters 
and was thrilled to welcome 
six sons-in-law into the family. 
Anyone who knew or met Pat, 
was made to feel they were 
the most special person in the 
room. We will all miss his kiss-

es and big hugs. 
Pat is survived by his be-

loved wife of 50 years, Joan; 
his beautiful daughters: Lisa 
(Phil) Brudos, Quenby (Dar-
rell) Roth, Krissy (Erik) 
Lange, Colleen (Bill) Mihe-
lich, Erin (Shaun) O’Connell 
and Molly (Brian) Fink; grand-
children: Chad (Lauren), Ben 
(Emily), Marie, Ryan (Brittni), 
Emily (Trevor), Maggie, Gar-
rett, Joanie, Sean, Bryn, Char-
lie, Thomas, Shannon, Joe and 
Keira; great-grandchildren, 
Evan, Drew, Claire, Calvin, 
Scott, Haley, Remi and Mila; 
brothers: John (Cheryl), Jim 
(Jackie), and Mike, as well 
as  many more loving family 
members and friends.

Pat was preceded in death 
by his parents; first wife, Joan; 
brother, Joseph; sisters: Mary 
“Bernie,” Margaret “Muggs,” 
and Florence “Flossy.”

The family wants to extend 
a heartfelt gratitude to the 
Western Lakes first respond-
ers, the staff at Oconomowoc 
and Waukesha Memorial Hos-
pitals, and especially Angels-
Grace Hospice for the comfort 
and compassion they provided 
Pat and his family.

In lieu of flowers, donations 
to Tunnel to Towers Founda-
tion or your local Autism or-
ganization in Pat’s name are 
appreciated.

Patrick L. Keating - 86

Independent 
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49th  Le Sueur County
Pioneer Power Show

August 26, 27 & 28, 2022 

Gates open at 7 am daily
Featuring: Antique & Vintage Snowmobiles

Admission: Kids 12 & under- FREE
Adults- $10 button for entrance all three days, includes entertainment and tractor pull

Located 6 miles east of Le Sueur on CR 26 or 11 miles west of Montgomery or 7 miles 
northwest  of Le Center or 15 miles south of Belle Plaine. All tar roads for show grounds.

Grounds Located at 34605 265th Ave, Le Sueur, MN 56058

Music/Entertainment

Fri- 9:30 am to 12:30 pm-  Leon Olsen Show
     2 pm to 6 pm-  Garys Ridgeland Dutchmen

Sat-  9:30 am to 12:30 pm-  Bill Litnau and Open 
Highway

w pm to 6 pm - Kris and the Riverbend Dutchmen
  

   Sun- 9:30 am to 12:30 pm-  Marv Nissel Band               
2 pm to 5 pm-  Carver Creek

Music and dance in Pioneer Hall until 11 pm 
Friday and Saturday nights.

(No flea market, No gators)

For more info: Contact Bill Thelemann at 952-994-2743 or visit 
www.pioneerpowershow.com

Fun for all ages!
Daily parade at 12:30 pm

Tractor ride- Friday at 5:30 pm
Antique Tractor Pull- Saturday and 
Sunday at 1:30 pm (952-201-2867)
Kids Pedal Pull - Saturday at 3 pm

See all the outdoor demonstrations 
and inside displays from yesteryears!

Golf cart rental: 952-985-15009

49th  Le Sueur County
Pioneer Power Show

Gates open at 7 am daily 
Featuring: The National Ford/Fordson Collectors

Admission: Kids 12 & under- FREE
Adults- $10 button for entrance all three days, includes entertainment and tractor pull

Located 6 miles east of Le Sueur or 11 miles west of Montgomery or 7 miles northwest
of Le Center. All tar roads for show grounds.

Grounds Located at 34605 265th Ave, Le Sueur, MN

Music/Entertainment

Fri- 9:30 am to 12:30 pm-  Leon Olsen Show
     2 pm to 6 pm-  Garys Ridgeland 

Dutchmen

Sat-  9:30 am to 12:30 pm-  Bill Litnau and 
Open Highway

w pm to 6 pm - Kris and the Riverbend 
Dutchmen

  
   Sun- 9:30 to 12:30 pm-  Marv Nissel Band               

2 pm to 5 pm-  Carver Creek

Music and dance in Pioneer Hall until 11 
pm Friday and Saturday nights.

For more info: Contact Bill Thelemann at 952-994-2743 or visit 
www.pioneerpowershow.com

camping info
ATTN: Only $40 for campers 

to camp all weekend in the new 
expanded primitive campground, 

there’s “room for everyone.”

camping info
ATTN: Only $40 for campers to camp all 
weekend in the new expanded primitive 

campground, there’s “room for everyone.”

Fun for all ages!
Daily parade at 12:30 pm

Tractor ride- Friday at 5:30 pm
Antique Tractor Pull- Saturday and 

Sunday at 1:30 pm (info 952-201-2867)
Kids Pedal Pull - Saturday at 3 pm

See all the outdoor demonstrations and 
inside displays from yesteryears!
Golf cart rental: 952-985-1500

August 26, 27 & 28, 2022 

Le Sueur-Hender-
son Community 
Theatre falls short 
on non-profit status

My name is Tina Grapentine 
and I was the president of Le 
Sueur-Henderson Communi-
ty Theatre in February 2016. 
Our goal was to raise $840 for 
non-profit status.

In May of 2016, we acquired 
help from SMIF to handle our 
taxable donations until we 
reached 501©3 status. Our 
organization did receive two 
donations from Le Sueur’s 
outstanding businesses: Le 
Sueur Family Dental and Mill-
er’s Custom Floors — that was 
much appreciated. In addition, 
I would like to extend my grat-
itude to several of our Le Sueur 
and Henderson community 
members.

First of all, our board mem-
bers: Everyone took the time to 
make our dream come true!

In Le Sueur: Oberle, Tully 
+ Co, City of Le Sueur, Com-
merce of Le Sueur members, 
HomeTown Bank and Cos-
grove House Bed and Break-
fast.

In Henderson: Henderson 
Healing Hub and Road Haus.

I am also grateful to KMSU 
Radio Station for interview-
ing and allowing me to get the 
word out about our dream of 
restoring the Le Sueur Theater.

We hosted several events 
during summer and fall of 
2016. Those included were:

“GoFundMe”, Market Fest 
and “Giants Day” booths and 
Murder Mystery Dinner Hal-
loween Parties!

The grand total raised was 
not sufficient to become 
501©3. Therefore, monies 
from SMIF donations went to 

Le Sueur Community Founda-
tion as of July 6, 2021. Mon-
ies from GoFundMe and other 
events will be donated to Le 
Sueur Theatre Historic Preser-
vation Corporation. The delay 
was due to the lack of knowl-
edge and Covid-19. Please un-
derstand, under those circum-
stances, I was not able to close 
this chapter of our organization 
until now.

Looking to the future, I 
have been keeping up on the 
developments of the theater! I 
admire Katherine Elke, for all 
your dedication, arduous work, 
and passion to restore the his-
torical building! I understand 
the frustration from the begin-
ning. But YOU WILL SUC-
CEED!

Tina Grapentine and the 
Le Sueur-Henderson 
Community Theatre
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PILLOW CLEANING

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2022  7 AM-3 PM
VET’S CLUB  221 N. MERIDIAN ST.  BELLE PLAINE

FOR AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY UNIT 144
Pillows cleaned, deodorized, sanitized and fluffed. Mobil Unit - SAME DAY SERVICE 

- while you wait. Custom-made NEW pillows and down comforters for sale. 
Proceeds go to local and district veteran programs.
CONTACT RUTH WESTPHAL 612-839-8141

Cleaned
Deodorized

Sanitized
Fluffed

American Legion Auxiliary invites everyone to Crushed foam 
pillows can be 

cleaned.
Polyester 

pillows can be 
recovered

CARLSON’S PILLOW 
CLEANING SERVICE

BELLE PLAINE
CITYWIDE
GARAGE GARAGE 

SALE SALE 
DAYSDAYS

Sept. 8 - 10

To sign up mail $10 to:
Jen Winter/Jessica Nagel

205 N. Cedar St.
Belle Plaine, MN 56011

Must be received by 9/1/22

Henderson Independent/
Belle Plaine Bulletin
August 18 & 25, 2022
1 column X 3 inches
$24/week or $48 total

As neighboring Le 
S u e u r - H e n d e r -
son successful-
ly passed a new 

school referendum, the Belle 
Plaine School District is begin-
ning to mull over a referendum 
of their own that could expand 
agricultural and Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) 
teaching and provide the dis-
trict’s prominent One Act Play 
program with a nice 550-seat 
auditorium to perform in.

Superintendent Ryan Laager 
raised the idea during the Belle 
Plaine School Board’s Mon-
day, Aug. 8 work session meet-
ing. The possible referendum 
would take place at the current 
district office, located at 130 
S. Willow St. The idea could 
involve tearing down part of 
the building and renovating/
rebuilding, or a complete tear-
down and new construction. 
At this point, all discussion 
is preliminary, and the school 
board is expected to provide 
direction on whether or not to 
proceed with the loose concept 
and a community survey at its 
Monday, Aug. 22 meeting.

Belle Plaine High School 
has one of the best theater pro-
grams around, and the hard-
ware to back that statement 
up. Since 1979, Belle Plaine 
has made 18 trips to the State 
One Act Play Festival, and re-
ceived a Star performance 17 
times — making them the #1 
school in Class A competition, 
and the second of any class. 
They have proved they are the 
school to beat, as the Tigers 
have received 13 Star awards 
in the past 16 years.

Despite that, the auditorium 

they rehearse and perform in is 
small, seating 250 people. The 
current concept would include 
a fine arts facility with a per-
formance arts center and new 
band and choir spaces. 

“We have one of the best 
fine arts programs….and we 
are the only district that does 
not have a fine arts space,” 
Laager said. 

A potential referendum 
could also include expanded 
space for woodworking, ag-
riculture and a new small gas 
engine program under the dis-
trict’s CTE program. Laager 
said there is also potential to 
set up community garden plots 
on the ground and potentially 
tie that into supporting the lo-
cal food shelf or selling to the 
community.

The school board will have 
to decide whether they want to 
proceed with the process and 
send out a community survey 
to gauge community interest 
and aptitude. If the board de-
cides to proceed, and if com-
munity residents are in favor 
of the project, the board would 
look at a November 2023 ref-
erendum vote.

The good news is that one 
way or another, taxes will be 
decreasing in 2026. The $34.17 
million Oak Crest Elementary 
bond is dropping off the levy 
in 2025, and the final payment 
will be made in 2026. Laager 
said once that bond drops off, 
taxes on a $250,000 house 
should drop by $400/year. If 
a referendum passes, they will 
still decline, but it could be by 
as little as $60.

Belle Plaine agricultural 
property owners can also ben-
efit from the Ag2School tax 
credit, which is increasing to 

BELLE PLAINE SCHOOL BOARD

By Rachel Miller
Editor

Talks begin about fine arts, CTE expansion referendum

70 percent on school bonds in 
2023.

POLICIES
As part of the work session, 

the board also reviewed a 
handful of policies that are re-
quired to be reviewed annually, 
and fall in line with policies ad-
opted by the Minnesota School 
Board Association. Most of the 
changes were relatively minor. 

Policy 410: Family and 
Medical Leave: The biggest 
change was the addition of 
multiple methods to deter-
mine a 12-month period for 
12 weeks of FMLA leave. Op-
tions include the school calen-
dar year, a fiscal year, a year 
starting from the employee’s 

Belle Plaine Superintendent Ryan Laager shared preliminary information about what a 
potential school referendum in November 2023 could look like. The district is considering 
renovating and/or rebuilding the facility at 130 S. Willow St. as a performing arts center 
and expanded Career and Technical Education space, and could also potentially include 
community garden plots for agriclutural learning. 

PHOTO BY RACHEL MILLER

Editor’s Note: This story is 
part of a series the Hender-
son Independent is publishing 
around the need for skilled 
trade workers in the Minneso-
ta River area. All stories in this 
series are noted with the above 
“Trade Power” logo. The stu-
dents featured in this series 
were all interviewed before the 
end of the 2021-22 school year.

Construction, small 
engine, and Career 
and Tech Education 
(CTE) classes are 

building the foundation for fu-
ture career possibilities for the 
local Belle Plaine High School 
students.

 In recent years, Belle Plaine 
High School (BPHS) has con-
tinued to evolve its CTE and 
Agriculture classes. The effort 
aims to perk students’ interest 
in a trade or agriculture profes-
sion and teach valuable skills 
that reflect all careers and ar-
eas of life.

 The Belle Plaine Bulletin 
sat down in the creative CTE 
classroom space with BPHS 
students Kyra Eohm, Kiya 
Williamson, Cole Eggars, 
Julian Xiong, Wyatt Friend-
shuh, Carter Eiden, and Caleb 
Wermerskirchen, and Teacher 
Todd Anderson to learn about 
the connection between the 
CTE program and a future ca-
reer in a trade profession.

 At the beginning of the Bul-

letin’s classroom conversation, 
we asked each student to tell us 
about the CTE classes they’ve 
taken and what sparked their 
interest in the class.

 Small Engines and Con-
struction are the primary 
courses that come to mind as 
students recall their initial in-
terest in Belle Plaine’s CTE 
program. For some students, 
their motivation lies in being 
able to take courses with their 
friends.

Caleb Wermerskirchen, a 
10th-grader at Belle Plaine 
High School, took Small En-
gines I and II. His motivation 
to take the course came from 
the influence of his friends 
who allowed him to engage in 
hands-on learning.

 “I did small engines be-
cause friends were in it and the 
hands-on aspect,” said Wer-
merskirchen.

 Kiya Williamson, another 
10th grader, took Intro to CTE 
to stay involved with extracur-
ricular involvement, Future 
Farmers of America (FFA). 
Williamson was excited to 
engage with the course as it 
creates opportunities to learn 
about the different career paths 
that relate to Agriculture.

“Through the classes I have 
taken, it’s led me into other op-
portunities of figuring out what 
I do like and don’t like and sort 
of narrowing down a career 
path for me,” Williamson said.

Wyatt Friendshuh, an 
11th-grader, loves the oppor-

anniversary date, or from the 
start date an employee uses 
FMLA leave.

Policy 413: Harassment 
and Violence: the referenc-
es to “race, color, creed, reli-
gion, national origin, sex, age, 

marital status, familial status, 
status with regard to public 
assistance, sexual orientation, 
including gender identity or 
expression, or disability” were 
removed and replaced with the 
words “Protected Class.”

Policy 414: Mandated Re-
porting of Child Neglect or 
Physical or Sexual Abuse: 
“Mental injury” was added 
to the list of definitions; the 
words “neglected or physical-
ly or sexually abused” were 
changed to “maltreated” under 
the mandated reporter defi-
nition; growth delay was re-
moved from the neglect defini-
tion; and the provision stating 
that submitting a good faith 
report will not adversely af-
fect the reporter’s employment 
or the child’s access to school 
was changed to “An employer 
of a mandated reporter shall 
not retaliate against the person 
for reporting in good faith mal-
treatment against a child with 
respect to whom a report is 
made, because of the report.”

Policy 415: Mandated Re-
porting of Maltreatment of 
Vulnerable Adults: Most of 
the changes involved adding 
definitions for “abuse,” “care-
giver”, “common entry point”, 
“financial exploitation,” “im-
mediately” and “school per-
sonnel” to the policy.

tunity to work on his prob-
lem-solving skills. The CTE 
classes he has taken have en-
abled him to transfer skills to 
the school’s Robotics team. 

Friendshuh’s greatest take-
away from CTE classes has 
been the growth in responsi-

bility, time management, and 
problem-solving skills.

“Overall, unlocking the cre-
ativeness to yourself and think-
ing about how you can make it 
come to life,” said Friendshuh.

Julian Xiong, another 
11th-grader, told the Bulle-

tin that his favorite stores are 
Home Depot and Menards. 
Since he grew up looking at 
the construction materials in 
these stores, he was motivated 
to take Construction I and II to 
use the materials hands-on.

Xiong has learned valuable 

skills from the courses that he 
will extend to a possible career 
in human services.

“Teamwork is a big part 
of it, and you have to rely 

From left to right, Kyra Eohm, Kiya Williamson, Julian Xiong, Cole Eggars, Carter Eiden, Caleb Wermerskirchen and Wyatt 
Friendshuh in the classroom where they spend most of their time. This group will be juniors and seniors in the fall and are 
regular faces in Belle Plaine High School’s Career and Technical Education program.

PHOTO BY JOSH WILSON

belle plaine cte
Continued on page 2

Belle Plaine students find personal 
growth, passions in CTE courses
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The following are 
among the calls the 
Belle Plaine Police 
Department respond-

ed to between Aug. 1-7:
MONDAY, AUG. 1

An officer was called for a 
welfare check in the 800 block 
of Sunrise Lane. The officer 
made contact and determined 
the male was fine.

An officer responded to the 
100 block of Main Street E. for 
a bicycle vs. vehicle accident. 
A juvenile riding a bicycle was 
transported to the hospital for 
minor injuries. Witnesses told 
the officer the juvenile failed to 
yield when riding through the 
alleyway.

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 3
Officers were dispatched to 

a burglary alarm in the 1000 
block of Enterprise Drive E. 
Upon arrival, officers discov-
ered forced entry was made 
and several display cell phones 
were missing. The case is cur-
rently under investigation.

An officer was called to the 
100 block of Aspen Lane N. for 
suspicious activity in the park-
ing lot. The officer made con-
tact with a female, who was on 
the phone with a male attempt-
ing to scam her out of money. 
The male hung up as soon as 
he was aware police were on 

scene.
An officer was dispatched to 

Highway 169 and 263rd St. W. 
for a vehicle swerving all over 
the roadway. The vehicle was 
located and stopped, and the 
driver stated he was tired.

An officer responded to the 
500 block of Forest St. W. and 
assisted a male party with a re-
port of fraudulent activity. The 
case is currently under investi-
gation.

THURSDAY, AUG. 4
An officer responded to the 

400 block of Ash Street S. for 
a report of an assault that oc-
curred earlier in the morning. 
A report was sent to the Scott 
County Attorney’s Office to re-
view for charges.

SATURDAY, AUG. 6
An officer responded to 

Highway 169 and Belle Plaine 
Trail for a physical domestic. 
After an investigation, a male 
driver, 33, from Le Sueur was 
arrested for domestic assault, 
second-degree DWI and driv-
ing after revocation.

SUNDAY, AUG. 7
An officer reported a lot of 

smoke coming from the area 
of Orchard Street E. and Ash 
Street S. The Belle Plaine Fire 
Department responded and lo-
cated a controlled burn, and ad-
vised the homeowner.

on yourself to do your part,” 
Xiong said.

The Belle Plaine CTE cours-
es have inspired students of 
all ages to pursue a career in 
the trades. As students ponder 
their future careers, aspirations 
lie in a multitude of fields in-
cluding mechanics, welding, 
and construction.

Carter Eiden, a 10th-grad-
er, began his journey towards 
a trade profession by taking 
Small Engines I and II. These 
courses allowed him to work 
with metals, learn takeaway 
skills, and even operate his 
own business.

Eiden mentioned a simple 
life skill that the Small Engines 
classes provided him:

“Being able to take apart a 
lawn mower and being able to 
put it back together,” said Ei-
den.

While he isn’t interested in a 
trade profession, doing the var-
ious CTE courses has helped 
form his idea of being in law 
enforcement.

Cole Eggars, an 11th grader, 
took a construction class in 9th 
grade and was inspired by the 
possible connection to a future 
career in the area. He comes 
from a family background of 
welders and was eager to help 
build things for the school’s 
new courtyard.

Eggars told the Bulletin that 
the CTE courses he has taken 
have taught him teamwork and 
personal responsibility. 

As Eggars looks to a future 
career in the trades, he wants 
to continue the legacy of his 
father and grandfather who 

are both welders.
Kyra Eohm, another 11th 

grader, got involved with Ag-
riculture courses before high 
school and has continued to 
stay involved with FFA. The 
involvement in FFA has en-
abled her to try new things and 
develop what to look for in a 
future career.

“Taking these classes has 
shown me that I can try a lot 
of new things and be interested 
in a lot of new things,” Eohm 
said.

Anderson just completed his 
first year as a CTE instructor 
for classes such as Construc-
tion I, Construction II, Small 
Engines, and Metals. With an 
experienced background as a 
CTE teacher in Shakopee, An-
derson’s career brought him 
to Belle Plaine with a plan to 
develop a CTE program and 
build upon its strengths.  

Anderson would like to see 
Belle Plaine’s CTE program 
get equipment that is currently 
in the industry. As technology 
advances, he thinks it’s import-
ant that students are learning 
how to use what is current.

“The district is supportive. 
This lab has changed dramat-
ically since last year,” Ander-
son said.

Further, Anderson believes 
that the school should focus 
more on robotics and anima-
tion as the two topics apply to 
all trade professions.

Final wave brings Tigers’ season to dramatic end
TOWN BALL

The Town Tigers’ sea-
son ended this week-
end at the Region 6C 
Tournament in Belle 

Plaine. On Tuesday the Tigers 
were blanked 6-0 by the Jordan 
Brewers – the No. 1 seed from 
the River Valley League – be-
fore falling 5-4 on Saturday to 
the Waterville Indians – the No. 
1 seed from the 13-60 League.

The Tigertown Express ends 
the season with a 17-14 (8-6 
RVL) record, a sharp turn-
around from their 7-18 (1-7) 
record a season ago.

Thanks to the players, um-
pires, fans, media, and volun-

teers for coming out this sea-
son and making it go. Keep 
in touch during the offseason 
at bptigertown.com and enjoy 
the upcoming state tournament 
over the next three weekends at 
Faribault, Dundas, and Mies-
ville. The best place to get up-
dates is at mnbaseball.org. See 
you next season at the ballpark! 

Jordan 6 @ BP 0 
(Tuesday, August 9 – Region 

6C Playoffs)
Rainouts the previous week-

end pushed this state-clinch-
ing contest to Tuesday at Ti-
ger Park. Our lads took the 
field against the No. 1-seeded 
Brewers and before the biggest 
crowd of the season, likely un-
aware that Jordan entered with 

23 consecutive wins in the se-
ries — including 31 of the last 
32. 

Jack Kruger, a June graduate 
from the halls of Belle Plaine 
High School and one of the 
finest arms the varsity program 
has ever produced, took the 
ball against one of the league’s 
best pitchers, Nate Beckman. 

Beckman showed dominant 
form early on, memorably 
striking out three straight Ti-
gers in the second inning after 
Jake Mercado tripled. Mean-
while, Kruger had to fend off 
baserunners throughout the 
early innings but trailed just 
1-0 after 4 1/2 frames (Jordan 
was the home team due to its 
higher seeding). 

The Brewers finally broke 
through in the fifth, with the 
key blow a bases-loaded dou-
ble by Jonathan Draheim to 
score a pair of runs. Jordan tal-
lied four runs total in what was 
Kruger’s final inning of work.

Beckman kept the pedal 
down, going the distance on a 
three-hit shutout with 14 strike-
outs and nary a walk. Besides 
Mercado’s triple, the other Ti-
gers with hits — both singles 
— were Jared Miller and Bro-
dy Curtiss.

Waterville 5 @ BP 4 
(Saturday, August 13 – 

Region 6C Playoffs)
St. Peter, the No. 4 seed from 

the RVL, upset No. 1 seed Wa-
terville in the opening round, 

sending the Indians to the los-
er’s bracket. That’s where the 
Tigers met them, with the los-
er calling it a season and the 
winner advancing to play later 
in the day for the region’s final 
state tournament berth. 

Curtiss got the ball from Ti-
ger manager Jason Ladd in this 
do-or-die contest, opposed by 
Waterville’s Dalton Grose. The 
Tiger Train was once again vis-
itors on the scoreboard at their 
home park, and cobbled togeth-
er a first-inning run. Waterville 
responded with runs in the sec-
ond and fourth innings, grab-
bing a 2-1 lead, and they added 
an insurance run in the seventh. 

Things got real in the eighth, 
as Curtiss drilled a two-run 

bomb to tie the score at 3. Af-
ter Derek Hoffman singled and 
was bunted to second base, 
Jake Brandenburg dunked a 
base hit into right field to give 
the Tigers a 4-3 lead.

Curtiss needed six outs to 
clinch the comeback victory, 
but with two outs in the eighth 
Ben Boran belted a double to 
tie the score. Shortly thereafter, 
Shane Sellner drove in Boran 
with a double of his own for a 
5-4 advantage, drilling a hole 
in the hearts of Tiger fans.

Luke Sellner came on to 
close it out, but two walks and 
an error loaded the bases for 
Belle Plaine. A second rally 
was not to be, as a groundout 
ended the game and the season.

“Technology changes quick-
ly and we have to make sure 
that the opportunities we pro-
vide for the students reflect 
those changes,” Anderson fin-
ished.

Students that take these 
courses gain knowledge that 
extends to all areas of life, re-
gardless of if they pursue a ca-
reer in the trades.

“A lot of what these guys 
and gals have gotten out of the 
courses is something that I call 
more soft skills,” Anderson 
said.

Students learn critical think-
ing, collaboration, teamwork, 
and develop their character. 
As a CTE teacher, Anderson 
strives to push the soft skills 
that will benefit students in any 
career path they decide.

“I think CTE courses are a 
wonderful, real-life way that 
we can develop these skills,” 
Anderson said.

“Whether it’s law enforce-
ment, whether it’s in a public 
relation, communications, hu-
man resources, welding, me-
chanics — it’ll serve any one 

of these people, very well, for 
many years to come,” Ander-
son also said.

With a new courtyard being 
built at the high school, the 
CTE students are using the 
class to learn, but also give 
back to the school communi-
ty. The courtyard construction 
is designed in a way that is 
accessible for all students that 
struggle with disabilities. 

The new high school court-
yard is being worked on by the 
CTE students and will comply 
with the guidelines set in the 

Americans with Disabilities 
Act. Under the current design, 
the courtyard has a cement path 
so that wheelchairs can make it 
around the entire complex.

The connection between 
providing a service to the fel-
low school community and 
learning construction skills 
along the way demonstrates 
skills that apply to any future 
ambition. While multiple stu-
dents mentioned interest in a 
future in trade, it is clear CTE 
courses provide skills that ap-
ply to all careers.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

A group of Belle Plaine Class of 1966 classmates recently gathered for some food, drink, camaraderie, stories etc. 
Pictured above are (back row, left to right) Tom Johnson, Richard Baumann, Keith Anderson, Orin Westphal, John 
Bailey, Ed Carney, Don Koepp and Pat Spellacy; (middle row) Renee (Renneke) Compo, Elaine (Busse) Carney,  
Irene (Glynn) Carlson, Diane (Zellman) Koepp and Joan (Kahle) Fries; and (front row) Gary Kroells,  Robert (Bob) 
Mager,  Pam (Ediger) Pint,  Cheryl (Otto) Nagel, Janice (Thomason) Walerius,  Sandy (Mager) Kroells,
 Linda Ernst-Ziehwein, and Bonnie (Koniarski) White.

Belle Plaine Class of ‘66 reunites

belle plaine cte
Continued from page 1

Caleb Wermerskirchen (left) and Carter Eiden work on a digital rendering in the CTE classroom at the end of the school year 
in May.

PHOTO BY JOSH WILSON

Belle Plaine Police Report
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APPLIANCE SERVICE
Call us for service on most 
brands of appliances. War-
ranty service on Whirlpool and 
Maytag. Call Doug at (507) 
248-3595.

Services

$$ Advertising  Pays!Advertising  Pays!
Call the Indy at 

507-248-3223 

With the latest issue of the

HENDERSON
INDEPENDENT

Warm up your Wednesdays!

Start your subscription today
by calling (507) 248-3223
$30 In-state • $35 Out-state

WARM UP YOUR THURSDAYS!

$40 In-state • $45 Out-state • Get the Bulletin for $10 more!

The Friends of the Hender-
son Public Library meets the 
third Monday of each month at 
6:30 p.m. in the library lower 
level.

Henderson Public Library 
Hours are: Monday, Tuesday 
and Friday: 9 a.m. to noon, 2 
to 6 p.m.;  Wednesday, 2 to 7 
p.m.; Thursday and Saturday, 
9 a.m. to noon

Henderson City Council 
meets the third Wednesday 
of every month at 7 p.m. at 
the Community Building, 600 
Main Street, Henderson. 

For more information call 
507-248-3234.

Henderson Lions Club 
meets twice a month from Sep-
tember to April on the first and 
third Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. 
at the Henderson RoadHaus 
Event Center. 

Need a message on the 
Lions Club community mes-
sage board? Call Judy Loewe 
at 507-248-3345.

The Sibley County Histor-
ical Museum will be open on 
Sundays 2 to 5 p.m. through 
October. 

Please call 507-248-3434 
and leave a message if you 
need information or research.

Henderson Area Chamber 
meets the last Wednesday of 
each month at noon.

Henderson Township 
meets the first Wednesday of 
every month at 7 p.m. at the 
Henderson Public Library.

The Ladies Tourist Club, 
GFWC meets at 5 p.m. the 
second Tuesday of each month 
in various locations from Sep-
tember through May. 

For more information call 
Judy Loewe at 507-248-3345.

AA meetings 7 p.m. every 
Thursday at St. Joseph’s Parish 
Center.

Jessenland Township Plan-
ning and Zoning Commis-
sion meets the third Monday of 
each month at 7 p.m. in the Jes-
senland Town Hall located on 
Sibley Cty Hwy 6. If the third 
Monday of the month falls on a 
national holiday then the alter-
nate meeting date of the fourth 
Monday of the month will be 
used.

The Sibley Post #74 Amer-
ican Legion meets 6:30 p.m. 
every third Monday of the 
month in the Minnesota New 
Country School Library. For 
questions contact Dean Lind at 
507-665-2053.

**If you want to list your meet-
ing or event with the Henderson 
Independent call 248-3223 or 
e-mail us at hendersonmnnews@
gmail.com.

HENDERSON 
HAPPENINGS
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CLASSIFIEDS

Advertise your business here!
Call the Indy at 507-248-3223 or e-mail hendersonmnnews@gmail.com 

 INDEPENDENT BUSINESS DIRECTORY

NELSON & JONES
P.O. Box 65

511 Main, Henderson, MN 56044
Phone (507) 248-3245

Douglas G. Nelson & Alison E. Jones
Attorneys-At-Law

ATTORNEYS

Ross Nesbit Agency
507-665-6364

30502 Henderson Station Rd., 
P.O. Box 165,  Le Sueur, MN

DRAIN CLEANING

507.386.1809 • 507.934.2396
Industr ia l/Commercial  •  Agricul tural
Residentia l  •  Exper t  Drain Cleaning

REAL ESTATE

Dennis Graham

www.Ross-Realty-Inc.com

507-248-3680
Working for you and the 
City of Henderson 
for over 30 years!

www.lynneawetzel.com

Each Office Independently Owned & Operated

Experienced, full-time, 
professional agent!

LYNNEA  WETZEL

(612) 702-3687

www.lynneawetzel.com

Each Office Independently Owned & Operated

Experienced, full-time, 
professional agent!

(612) 702-3687

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

Collision Repair
Windshield Repair & Replacement

24 Hour Towing

118 W. Main St. 507-964-2809

Find 
us on 
Facebook

Wade Schneider
Owner

INSURANCE

SIWEK LUMBER AND 
MILLWORK OF LE SUEUR

NOW OPEN
And ready to serve your residential, 
commercial and agricultural needs.

•Lumber  • Windows & siding • Milwaukee Tools 
• Composite decking • Interior doors • Millwork
600 Southside Drive. • Le Sueur, MN

Located at the former Interstate Building Supply
(507) 665-6426

BUILDING SUPPLIESAGRICULTURE

Prairie Farm Supply

Downtown Belle Plaine
952-873-4234 or 800-747-7744

• Hubbard Feeds • Premium Feeds •
• Mol/Mix Liquid Feeds • Feedlot Equipment •

• Horse Feeds • Pet Foods & Supplies •

FREDIN RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION
& REMODELING•New Construction

•Remodeling
•Roofing

•Siding
•Windows & Doors

•Overhead Garage DoorsAndrew Fredin
Tel # 612-804-5773 • Lic # BC638347

CONTRACTORS

Tim Nytes,
Owner

FORT ROAD 
CONSTRUCTION

•Roofing•Windows•Gutters•Siding
We specialize in insurance claims

32855 FORT  ROAD, HENDERSON, MN 56044
(507) 210-2713 • License #713485

fortroadstone@yahoo.com

108 S. Main St. Le Sueur, MN 56058
(507) 665-3349

John M. Skubitz
Kimberly C. Woodgate

James E. Anderson (Of Counsel)

Anderson & Skubitz, PLLC 
Law Office

• Real Estate • Trust & Probate • Business 
& Corporate Law • Personal Injury 

• Criminal & Traffic Defense 
• Divorce & Family Law

OPTOMETRISTS

101 Main Street South 
Suite 103/105  

Le Sueur, MN 56058

Dr. Jeffery Mootz O.D. & Matthew Larson O.D.

Mon. 10 am-7 pm; Tues.-Thur., 8 am-5 pm; Fri. 8 am-2 pm

Come see our new clinic space!

Schedule your appointment today! Call 507-665-3366

CHIROPRACTICCHIROPRACTORS

Dr. Steven Gansen, D.C.
www.dr.gansen.com

gansenchiro@gmail.com
Look for us on Facebook

210 N Meridian St Suite 11
Belle Plaine MN 56011

Ph: 952-873-4275

Business Directory
May 26 to December 29, 2022
$187.20

Looking to hire?
Have something to sell?
Let the Indy help!
Contact Rachel Miller
507-248-3223 (office)
715-610-0936 (cell)
hendersonmnnnews@gmail.com

                                     Week of August 14, 2022             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

Your ad here! 
Only $279 to reach a statewide audience of 
1.7 million readers!!!   1-800-279-2979

WANTED TO BUY

FARM EQUIPMENT

MISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUS

AUCTIONS

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Cash 
in exchange. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

OWN RURAL LAND? 
Earn $5,000+ every year from hunting 
leases. Upfront payments from our hunt-
ers. Reduce risk with free liability insur-
ance. Call for a free quote 888/871-1982

PREMIER MINNESOTA 
HUNTING RANCH 

2-Day auction, August 27 & 28. 275± 
Acres: Home, Buildings, Firearms, Equip-
ment. MNPremierHuntingRanch.com
218/998-4454 - UC. Team Aasness. 
Visit website for auction terms. 

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package and $1600 off  
for a limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 855/440-8982 

DISH NETWORK
$64.99 for 190 Channels! Blazing fast 
internet, $19.99/mo. (where avail-
able.) Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa 
gift card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309 

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax de-
ductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
a solar plus battery storage system. 
Save money, reduce your reliance on 
the grid, prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full installa-
tion services available. $0 Down  nanc-
ing option. Request a free, no obliga-
tion quote today. Call 888/913-5895

DIRECTV STREAM 
Carries the most local MLB Games! 
CHOICE Package, $89.99/mo. for 
12 months. Stream on 20 devices in your 
home at once. HBO Max included for 
3 mos. (w/CHOICE Package or higher.) 
No annual contract, no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 855/803-9309

Looking for 
something?

Find it in the 
classifieds.
Henderson

Independent

Chuck Frauendienst, FIC
507-665-3225
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Don’t forget to 
read the notices!

PUBLIC NOTICES

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICA-
TION OF THE DEBT AND 
IDENTITY OF THE ORIG-
INAL CREDITOR WITHIN 
THE TIME PROVIDED BY 
LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY 
THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
that default has occurred in the 
conditions of the following de-
scribed mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE:  July 
26, 2011

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:  
$40,000.00

MORTGAGOR(S):  Dulane J. 
Redfearn, a single person

MORTGAGEE:  Wells Fargo 
Bank, N.A.

LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON THE MORTGAGE:  
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.

SERVICER:  Wells Fargo 
Bank, N.A.

DATE AND PLACE OF FIL-
ING: Filed August 15, 2011, Sib-
ley County Registrar of Titles, as 
Document Number T21800

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:

Lot Number One (1) in Block 
Number Two (2) in Michaletz’s 
Third Addition to the Village of 
Green Isle

REGISTERED PROPERTY
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  340 

Main St, Green Isle, MN 55338
PROPERTY IDENTIFICA-

TION NUMBER:  34-0147-000 
COT# 7194.0

COUNTY IN WHICH PROP-
ERTY IS LOCATED:  Sibley

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED 
TO BE DUE ON THE MORT-
GAGE ON THE DATE OF THE 
NOTICE:  $44,649.11

THAT all pre-foreclosure re-
quirements have been complied 
with; that no action or proceeding 
has been instituted at law or oth-
erwise to recover the debt secured 
by said mortgage, or any part 
thereof;

PURSUANT, to the power of 
sale contained in said mortgage, 
the above described property 
will be sold by the Sheriff of said 
county as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  
September 29, 2022, 10:00AM

PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff’s 
Main Office, 319 Park, Gaylord, 
MN 55334

to pay the debt secured by said 
mortgage and taxes, if any, on said 
premises and the costs and dis-
bursements, including attorneys 
fees allowed by law, subject to 
redemption within 6 months from 
the date of said sale by the mort-
gagor(s) the personal representa-
tives or assigns.

TIME AND DATE TO VA-
CATE PROPERTY:  If the real 
estate is an owner-occupied, 
single-family dwelling, unless 
otherwise provided by law, the 
date on or before which the 
mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property, if the mortgage is not 
reinstated under section 580.30 
or the property is not redeemed 
under section 580.23, is 11:59 
p.m. on March 29, 2023, or the 
next business day if March 29, 
2023 falls on a Saturday, Sunday 
or legal holiday.

“THE TIME ALLOWED 
BY LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR AS-
SIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED TO 

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF SCOTT
DISTRICT COURT

FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PROBATE DIVISION

Court File No.:  70-PR-22-9742
NOTICE OF HEARING 

INFORMAL PROBATE OF 
WILL AND APPOINTMENT 

OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE AND 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

In Re: Estate of Patricia Helen 
Athmann, a/k/a

Patricia H. Athmann, a/k/a 
Patricia Athmann, Deceased

  
Notice is hereby given that an 

application for informal probate 
of the above-named Decendent’s 
Last Will dated 4/20/2007 has 
been filed with the Probate Regis-
trar, and the application has been 
granted.

Notice is also given that the 
Probate Registrar has informally 
appointed the following: Linda 
Kay O’Brien, 104 Chatfield Cir, 
Belle Plaine, MN 56011 as Per-
sonal Representative of the Estate 
of the Decedent. Any heir, devisee 
or other interested person may be 
entitled to appointment as person-
al representative, or may object to 
the appointment of the personal 
representative. Unless  objections 
are filed pursuant to Minns. Stat. 
524.3-607, and the court otherwise 
orders, the Personal Representa-
tive had full power to administer 
the Estate, including, after 30 days 
from the date of the issuance of 
letters, the power to sell, encum-
ber, lease or distribute real estate.

Any objections to the probate of 
the Will, or to the appointment of 
the personal representative, must 
be filed with this court, and will 
be heard by the court after the fil-
ing of an appropriate petition and 
proper notice of hearing.

Notice is also given that, sub-
ject to Minnesota Statutes section 
524.3-801, all creditors having 
claims against the Estate are re-
quired to present the claims to 
the Personal Representative or to 

the Court Administrator within 
four (4) months after the date of 
this Notice or the claims will be 
barred.

All future correspondence must 
include the file number above and 
directed to the following court ad-
dress:

Scott County Court Adminis-
tration

200 4th Avenue West JC 115
Shakopee, MN 55379
952-496-8200

Dated: August 8, 2022 
Phillip Bird

Deputy Court Administrator
Vicky L. Carlson, 
Probate Registrar

Published in the Henderson In-
dependent on Thursdays, August 
11 and 18, 2022.

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 8/14/2022 South

Rural healthcare facility seeks the following professionals:
EPICTrainer/Optimizer

Registered Nurses
$5000 sign on bonus w/1year OB experience

Apply online: www.meekermemorial.org/careers

MEEKER MEMORIAL
HOSPITAL & CLINICS

612 Sibley Ave. S., Litchfield, MN 55355 EOE
Questions: contact Cindi at 320-693-4521,
ctwardy@meekermemorial.org

Director of Nursing
Nurse Manager

Registered Nurse - OB
Apply online: www.meekermemorial.org/careers

See website for position/benefit details.

Largest in-stock selection of 
counter and bar stools in SE MN To swivel or 

not swivel, 
that is the question.

2207 7th St. NW Rochester, MN
507.282.7682

familyfuncenter.com

COUNTY OF SIBLEY
REGULAR BOARD 

PROCEEDINGS
TUESDAY JULY 26, 2022

The Sibley County Board of 
Commissioners convened in the 
Commissioners’ Board Room 
in the City of Gaylord, MN on 
Tuesday, July 26, 2022 at 9:00 
AM pursuant to notice given as 
required by law. Members of the 
board present: 

District 1 Commissioner Bob-
bie Harder  

District 2 Commissioner Chris-
tian Lilienthal 

District 3 Commissioner Peter 
Koch   

District 4 Commissioner Joy 
Cohrs   

District 5 Commissioner Steve 
Saxton   
2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Approve the Agenda and any 

Agenda Additions or Correc-
tions

A. Motion to approve the agen-
da made by Commissioner Cohrs, 
second by Commission Harder 
with unanimous approval.

 Due to a scheduling conflict, 
the 2nd quarter Sentence-to-Serve 
update was removed from the 
agenda.

4. Consent Agenda
Motion made by Commissioner 

Koch, second by Commissioner 
Saxton with unanimous approval.

A. Approve Regular Board Pro-
ceedings of July 12, 2022

B. Approve Claims as submit-
ted

C. Information Only:  Property 
Assessing & Zoning Department 
Update - 2nd Quarter 2022

D. Approve a 1-4 Day Tempo-
rary Liquor License for the Green 
Isle Lions, on September 30 & 
October 1, 2022 at the High Island 
Arena, 25799 361st Ave, Hender-
son, MN.

E. Motion to Approve Contract 
with Morris Electronics and allow 
Alan Cole, IT Services Director 
sign on behalf of the County

F. Receive information on the 
attached EFT Report covering 
May 17, 2022 through July 20, 
2022 (as required per M.S. 471.38 
and County Resolution).

5. Outstanding Service 
Awards

1. 2nd Quarter 2022 Outstand-
ing Service Awards

The 2nd Quarter 2022 Out-
standing Employee Service 
Awards included: Tara Saba-
ko, Social Worker and Myranda 
Bauer, Correctional Officer. This 
award is nominated by their peers 
and acknowledged during the Sib-
ley County Board of Commission-
ers meeting.

6. SMIF Presentation
1. Southern Minnesota Initia-

tive Foundation SMIF will pres-
ent on service delivery in Sibley 
County

Tim Penny, representing the 
Southern Minnesota Initiative 
Foundation (SMIF), presented an 
update to the Sibley County Board 
of Commissioners which included 
grants, loans and programming for 
early childhood, community and 
economic development.

7. Russ Kral, Facilities Main-
tenance Manager

1. Approve Bid from NAC to 
replace a single Sheriff/Jail A/C 
Compressor

Russ Kral, Facilities Main-
tenance Manager, requests the 
Sibley County Board of Com-
missioners approve the bid from 
NAC Mechanical and Electrical 
Services for $10,617 to replace 
one single A/C compressor at the 
Sheriff Office/Jail.  Motion made 
by Commissioner Koch, second 
by Commissioner Cohrs with 
unanimous approval.

8. Marilee Peterson, County 
Auditor

1. Review the Draft Tax Incre-
ment Financing Plan for District 
No. 1-4. Marilee Peterson can be 
directed to provide written com-
ments if you desire.

Marilee Peterson, County Au-
ditor/Treasurer, presented the Tax 
Increment Financing (TIF) Plan 
for District No. 1-4 to the Sibley 
County Board of Commissioners. 
Any written comments on the pro-
posed TIF Plan will be included in 
the record for the hearing which 
is scheduled for 6:30 pm on Mon-
day, August 15, 2022. 

2. Resolution #2022-49 Adopt 
resolution establishing per di-
ems for the Sibley County Ballot 
Board.

Marilee Peterson, County Audi-
tor/Treasurer, requests the Sibley 
County Board of Commissioners 
authorizes the adjustments to the 
Ballot Board per diems to account 
for time worked over 8 hours:

$50 per half day meetings up to 
four (4) hours in duration

$100 per day for meetings ex-
ceeding four (4) hours in duration 
and not exceeding eight (8) hours

$150 per day for meetings ex-
ceeding eight (8) hours in duration 
and not exceeding twelve (12) 

hours
$200 per day for meetings ex-

ceeding twelve (12) hours in du-
ration

Motion made by Commissioner 
Cohrs, second by Commissioner 
Lilienthal and adopted with unani-
mous approval.

3. Appoint Commissioner 
Cohrs to the 2022 State Prima-
ry and General Election County 
Canvassing Board as per M.S. 
204C.31

Per State Statute, the county 
canvassing board shall consist of 
two members of the county board 
selected by the board from its 
members who are not candidates 
at the election. Marilee Peterson, 
County Auditor/Treasurer, re-
quests the Sibley County Board of 
Commissioners appoint Commis-
sioner Cohrs to the 2022 State Pri-
mary and General Election Coun-
ty Canvassing Board.  Motion 
made by Commissioner Harder, 
second by Commissioner Koch 
with unanimous approval.

9. Don Lannoye, County At-
torney

1. Purchase of Case Manage-
ment Software from Karpel Solu-
tions

Prosecutor by Karpel (PBK) 
is a prosecutor case management 
software system which would al-
low the Attorney’s office to go pa-
perless; accessing files anywhere 
through a web browser.  Don Lan-
noye, County Attorney, requests 
the Sibley County Board of Com-
missioners approve the purchase 
of PBK for the one-time cost of 
$44,000, plus annual support ser-
vice costs of $6,375.  Currently 
the Attorney’s office management 

software (MCAPS), has a total 
annual cost of $11,479.  Motion 
made by Commissioner Lilienthal, 
second by Commissioner Koch 
and motion passed 4-1.  Commis-
sioner Harder opposed.  

10. MNDOT
1. 10:30 AM - Capital Highway 

Investment Plan (CHIP) Outreach 
presentation

The Minnesota Department of 
Transportation presented the Dis-
trict 7, 10 Year Capital Highway 
Investment Plan (CHIP) to the Sib-
ley County Board of Commission-
ers. The presentation included an 
overview of pavement and bridge 
conditions, current year projects 
and future project updates.

11. County Business
1. Resolution #2022-50 Ap-

prove Resolution for Legal Rep-
resentation in mediation with the 
State of Minnesota

Klea Rettmann, Public Health 
and Human Services Director, re-
quests the Sibley County Board 
of Commissioners approve Lock-
ridge, Grindal, Nauen, PLLP to 
represent the County in media-
tion with the State of Minnesota 
to challenge the Department’s 
procurement decision for eligible 
recipients of Minnesota Senior 
Health Options (MSHO), Minne-
sota Senior Care Plus (MSC+), 
and Minnesota’s Families and 
Children’s Program (F&C) within 
Sibley County.  Motion made by 
Commissioner Harder, second by 
Commissioner Cohrs and adopted 
with unanimous approval.

12. Commissioners’ Commit-
tee Reports

Commissioners provided re-
ports on their board activities 

since the last meeting.
A. Commissioner Harder
B. Commissioner Cohrs
C. Commissioner Koch
D. Commissioner Lilienthal
E. Commissioner Saxton
13. Clearing of Calendars
A. August 02, 2022 Board of 

Commissioners Workshop 9:00 
AM - Sibley County Courthouse, 
Commissioner’s Room

B. August 09, 2022 Regular 
Board of Commissioners Meeting 
9:00 AM - Sibley County Court-
house, Commissioner’s Room

C. August 23, 2022 Regular 
Board of Commissioners Meeting 
9:00 AM - Sibley County Court-
house, Commissioner’s Room

D. September 05, 2022 Holiday 
- Courthouse and Service Center 
Closed

E. September 06, 2022 Board 
of Commissioners Workshop 9:00 
AM - Sibley County Courthouse, 
Commissioner’s Room

F. September 13, 2022 Regular 
Board of Commissioners Meeting 
9:00 AM - Sibley County Court-
house, Commissioner’s Room

14. Adjournment
Commissioner Lilienthal asked 

for additional business items. 
None were brought forth to the 
board, Commissioner Lilienthal 
adjourned the meeting at 10:58 
A.M. 

Attest:
John Glisczinski,

 County Administrator
 Christian Lilienthal, 

Board Chair

Published in the Henderson In-
dependent on Thursday, August 
18, 2022.

FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL 
ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES SEC-
TION 582.032 DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, 
THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 
5 UNITS, ARE NOT PROPER-
TY USED FOR AGRICULTUR-
AL PRODUCTION, AND ARE 
ABANDONED.

 
Dated: August 5, 2022
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
Mortgagee 
 
LOGS LEGAL GROUP LLP

BY
Melissa L. B. Porter -0337778

Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Joseph M. Rossman - 0397070

Attorneys for Mortgagee
LOGS Legal Group LLP

1715 Yankee Doodle Road, 
Suite 210

Eagan, MN 55121
(952) 831-4060

THIS IS A COMMUNICA-
TION FROM A DEBT COLLEC-
TOR

Published in the Henderson In-
dependent on Thursdays, August 
11, 18, 25 and September 1, 8 and 
15, 2022.
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Display Ad
Network
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Rural healthcare facility seeks the following professionals:
EPICTrainer/Optimizer

Registered Nurses
$5000 sign on bonus w/1year OB experience

Apply online: www.meekermemorial.org/careers
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HOSPITAL & CLINICS

612 Sibley Ave. S., Litchfield, MN 55355 EOE
Questions: contact Cindi at 320-693-4521,
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Director of Nursing
Nurse Manager

Registered Nurse - OB
Apply online: www.meekermemorial.org/careers

See website for position/benefit details.
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STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF SIBLEY

DISTRICT COURT
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No.:  72-PR-22-35
NOTICE AND ORDER OF 
HEARING ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL PROBATE OF 
WILL AND APPOINTMENT 

OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE AND 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

In Re: Estate of Glenn Curtis 
Krueger, Deceased

  
It is Ordered and Notice is giv-

en that on September 2, 2022 at 
9:30 a.m., a hearing will be held in 
this Court at Sibley County Court-
house, PO Box 867, 400 Court 

Street, Gaylord, MN 55334, for 
the formal probate of an instru-
ment purporting to be the will of 
Decedent dated April 18, 2008, 
and for the appointment of Todd 
Krueger whose address is 24436 
366th St., Le Center, MN 56057 
as Personal Representative of the 
Estate of the Decedent in an UN-
SUPERVISED administration. 
Any objections to the petition 
must be filed with the Court prior 
to or raised at the hearing. If prop-
er and if no objections are filed 
or raised, the Personal Represen-
tative will be appointed with full 
power to administer the Estate, in-
cluding the power to collect all as-
sets, to pay all legal debts, claims, 
taxes and expenses, to sell real 
and personal property, and to do 
all necessary acts for the Estate.

Notice is also given that (sub-
ject to Minnesota Statutes section 
524.3-801) all creditors having 
claims against the Estate are re-
quired to present the claims to the 
Personal Representative or to the 
Court Administrator within four 
months after the date of this No-
tice or the claims will be barred.

Dated: August 10, 2022
 

Amber Donley
Judge of District Court

Scott A. Marek
Attorney at LAw

205 First Street South, 
Montgomery, MN, 56069

Attorney License No: 185930
Telephone: (507) 364-8616

email: smarek@frontiernet.net
ATTORNEY FOR PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE

Published in the Henderson In-
dependent on Thursdays, August 
18 and 25, 2022.
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As summer is 
drawing to a 
close, so are the 
area’s fairs and 

festivals. In addition to the 
Henderson Hummingbird 
Hurrah, the Le Sueur Coun-
ty Fair is going on this week, 
from Thursday, Aug. 18 
through Sunday, Aug. 21. 

Thursday’s festivities will 
include the 4-H Horse, Rab-
bit and Beef shows, draft 
horse hitch show at 6 p.m. 
and a free sweet corn feed 
from 5-7 p.m. Entertainment 
options include Doug Traxler 
and the Hired Hands from 
6-9 p.m., and an amateur tal-
ent contest starting at 7 p.m. 
on the pavilion, with the win-
ners advancing to the Minne-
sota State Fair.

Friday will be full of 4-H 
activities, as youth will be 
showing dairy and meat 
goats, poultry, pets, lamb 
lead and sheep throughout 

the day.
The Ney Nature Center 

outside of Henderson will be 
on scene to run an intro to ax 
throwing competition at 2:30 
p.m., and intro to archery at 
4 p.m., both on the baseball 
field. Other fun activities in-
clude pig races (1, 4 and 8 
p.m.), a Civil War encamp-
ment in the afternoon, tractor 
pull at 4 p.m. and Demolition 
Derby in the grandstand at 7 
p.m.

Entertainment options in-
clude magician/hypnotist 
Gary Tyson at 2 p.m., music 
by the Kern Brothers from 
5-9 p.m. and music by the 
Blue Ringers from 9 p.m. to 
12:30 a.m. 

Saturday opens with the 
WSCA Open Horse Show 
and 4-H swine show right at 
8 a.m. 4-H youth will also be 
showing dairy and premier 
showmanship during the day.

The day’s entertainment 
includes the Concertina 
Band from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 

New Prague Area Commu-
nity Band from 3-4 p.m., St. 
Paul Czech and Slovak Folk 
Dancers from 5-5:45 p.m., 
Boogie Land Entertainment 
from 5-8 p.m., and Smoke-
screen from 8 p.m. to mid-
night.

Sunday may be closing 
day, but that does not mean 
you should skip it. The day 
opens with a 4-H pancake 
breakfast from 8-11 a.m. 
Classic car enthusiasts will 
delight at the Classic Car 
Show by the Sportsman Club 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Larry Novotny the One 
Man Band will close out the 
year’s entertainment at the 
pavilion from 12-2 p.m. The 
kid’s pedal drag race, ranch 
rodeo and senior citizen and 
Farm Family of the Year rec-
ognition will all be held at 
1 p.m., with the 4-H ribbon 
auction at 2 p.m.

For a full schedule of 
events, visit www.lesueur-
countyfair.org.

Brendan Germscheid of Le Sueur won Reserve Champion for his 2-year-old cow in 
the 2021 Le Sueur County Fair. This year’s fair kicks off Thursday and runs through 
Sunday at the Le Sueur County Fairgrounds, 320 S. Plut Ave., Le Center.

Le Sueur County Fair 
offers family and 4-H fun

Two families in partnership: the Quast Century Farm story

The Century Farm 
Program honors 
the people who 
“hung on and made 

it work.” The story of this 
Century Farm is the story of 
two families who’ve worked 
together for a long time.

 John Quast was born on 
his father’s farm in Sibley 
County — that’s the farm 
that is now officially a 
Century Farm. John moved 
to Buffalo Lake and became 
a house carpenter, then 
opened a furniture store and 
funeral business. By 1921, he 
was doing well enough that 
he bought a second farm in 
Renville County. 

 Meanwhile John’s son, 
Walter, was branching out in 
the big city of Hutchinson, 
likely starting out with his 
father’s line of credit and not 
much more.  To save money, 
he first roomed with his 
older sister, Lizzie, who had 
space in an unfinished attic.   
Then he moved to his Aunt 
Emma’s house. Gradually, 
his business in Hutchinson 
grew.

In 1926, John was killed 
in a car-train accident; he 
was just 56 years old. Walter 
was 27 years old and had 
full responsibility for four 
businesses in two counties, 
two farms, and a partner-
sister, Adella, who knew 
the business but was also 
dependent on him. In 1926, 

Minnesota was already 
heading into the drought that 
led to the Great Depression. 
As the crops dried up, so did 
retail sales.  Just for a marker, 
in 1919, corn was $1.30 
a bushel; by 1932 it had 
dropped to 28 cents. People 
didn’t have money for new 
furniture — so things got 
harder.

Walter and Adella made 
things work through drought 
and the Depression. As 
happened elsewhere, things 
started to get better in the 
late ‘30s. But in 1942, the US 
was at war.  Young men who 
could have worked the farms 
were drafted; young women 
moved to fill the critical jobs 
that the men had left behind. 
The farmers who remained 
on the land had to handle 
more work than ever.

Finally, in 1945, the war 
ended, and Herb Kadelbach 
mustered out of the Army. 
Mr. Kadelbach heard Walter 
needed help on the Renville 
farm and reached out. I 
don’t know what the original 
agreement was, but I like to 
think it was based on a talk 
and a handshake. Herb and 
Gerry stayed on that farm, 
raised their kids, and bought 
the place.

A few years after Herb 
started work on the Renville 
farm, his brother, Rudolph 
Kadelbach, began looking 
for a farm.  Herb connected 
Walter with Rudolph and the 
two-family partnership on 

the Sibley County farm began.   
Rudolph worked the farm 
from 1958 to 1970. The farm 
then passed to Gene Hennessy 
for three years before it 
returned to the Kadelbachs.  

In 1973, Herb’s son, Doug 
started his tenure on the 

Sibley County farm. Doug 
worked the farm for 46 years 
until 2016 when he and Red 
stepped aside for Mark and 
Tammy Kadelbach, who work 
the farm today. 

Looking back, I very much 
doubt that those independent, 

stubborn men agreed on 
every particular over two 
generations of partnership, 
but I know Walter trusted 
the Kadelbachs, in all the 
important areas. 

This year the Quast and 
Kadelbach partnership has 

been going on for 77 years 
on two farms in two counties, 
including Sibley. That’s what 
I want to celebrate.  

My thanks go to the 
Kadelbach family — they’re 
the partners who made it all 
work.

By Emilie Quast

This year’s honored Sibley County Century Farm is the Quast Family Farm in Buffalo Lake. Founded in 1888, current 
owner Emilie Quast is the great-granddaughter of the original owners, Gottlieb and Julia Quast. The Quasts have been 
in partnership for 77 years with the Kadelbach family who assist in farm operations to this day with two farms in two 
counties. Pictured are: (left to right) Mark Kadelbach, Emilie Quast and Tammy Kadelbach.
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By Rachel Miller
Editor

INDEPENDENT FILE PHOTO/RACHEL MILLER Scenarios A and B had lower 
up-front costs but higher annu-
al contributions than Wagner 
wanted ($114,789-$140,826/
year), while Scenario E had 
a max annual contribution of 
$100,000, but required an up-
front payment of $564,870. 

PERSONNEL CHANGES
As part of the consent agen-

da, the board approved a num-
ber of personnel changes, in-
cluding:

• New Hires: Christa Luna 
as the new elementary school 
Dean of Students; 

Cyntha Schmidt as an inter-
im Middle/High School Prin-
cipal; 

Katie Maier as the new 
Learning and Curriculum Di-
rector; 

Samantha Jones and Mi-
chelle Nolte as special educa-
tion paraprofessionals; 

Jenny Miller as an assistant 
varsity tennis coach; 

Cassie Wilke as a middle 
school tennis coach; 

Jim Wagner and Eric Lew-
is as co-head varsity football 
coaches; 

Nathan Wentzlaff as an as-
sistant football coach for the 
9th grade/B team; and 

Ben Johnson as an assistant 
varsity football coach.

• Resignations: Jen Weick 
as the fall play director; 

Kristan Pfarr as the elemen-
tary school counselor; 

Nicole Seaver as a Park Ele-
mentary paraprofessional; 

Kristian Brandt as a special 
education paraprofessional; 

and 
Renee Berger as a preschool 

paraprofessional.
Berger stated in her res-

ignation letter the reason for 
her departure is the impending 
closing of Hilltop Elementary 
School.

“I’ve loved the fact that 
the preschoolers were given a 
choice to go to school in their 
hometown but now, sadly, due 
to circumstances beyond our 
control, that opportunity of 
their life will forever be over,” 
Berger wrote.

The start of the 2022-23 
school year is fast approach-
ing — perhaps a little faster 
than people realize.

Unlike previous years, 
LS-H students will be start-
ing school BEFORE La-
bor Day this year. The new 
school year will begin on 
Monday, Aug. 29 for stu-
dents in grades 6-12, and 
Tuesday, Aug. 30 for K-5 

students.
The school district will 

be holding K-6 conferences 
on Friday, Aug. 26, and an 
open house for Middle/High 
School students on Thurs-
day, Aug. 25 from 5-7 p.m. 
and Friday, Aug. 26 from 1-3 
p.m.

The LS-H Middle/High 
School is also rolling out a 
new cell phone/device pol-

icy this school year: Mid-
dle school students (grades 
6-8) will need to leave cell 
phones/electronic devices in 
their locker and only have 
access in between classes 
and at lunch.

High school students 
(grades 9-12) will be re-
quired to park their cell 
phone and ear buds upon en-
tering a classroom.

LS-H to start before Labor Day

school board
Continued from page 1

ST. PETER
WELL DRILLING
“DOING ONE THING WELL FOR OVER 80 YEARS”
WELL DRILLING & REPAIRING

Emergency Service

ST. PETER
507-931-1340
MANKATO
507-388-8531
45823 State Hwy 22 • Kasota

Call now for 
your 2022 

construction!

• SINGLE, SHARED AND IRRIGATION WELLS
• WELL ABANDONMENT
• WATERLINES & HYDRANTS
• WELL & SEPTIC PUMP REPAIR
• SEPTIC SYSTEMS: DESIGN, INSTALL & INSPECT
• EXCAVATING
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Outdoors
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Weekend rain chances ramp up
REGIONAL WEATHER 

HISTORY
Aug. 18, 1953: Four heifers 

near St. Martin were lucky; a 
tornado picked them up and 
set them back down again, un-
harmed.

Aug. 19, 1980: Strong 
winds at Belle Plaine severely 
damage five planes.

Aug. 20, 1904: Both down-
town Minneapolis and St. Paul 
are hit by tornadoes, produc-
ing the highest official wind 
ever recorded in Minnesota 
over one minute (110 mph in 
St. Paul).

Aug. 21, 1883: The fourth 
deadliest tornado in Minne-
sota history hits Rochester. 
The tornado kills 31 residents 
and injures 100 more. Ap-
palled by the lack of medical 
care received by the torna-
do’s victims, Mother Alfred 
Moes, founder of the Sisters 
of St. Francis, proposes to 

build and staff a hospital if Dr. 
W.W. Mayo will provide med-
ical care. St. Marys Hospital 
opens in 1889 with 27 beds 
and eventually grows into the 
Mayo Clinic.

Aug. 22, 1870: Downpours 
across southern Minnesota 
produce five inches at Sibley, 
and 3.49 at Ft. Snelling. Much 
of the wheat crop is damaged.

Aug. 23, 1955: Hail in 
Houston County results in 
drifts up to a foot deep at 
Rushmore.

WEATHER SUMMARY 
FOR THE WEEK

This period brings in more 
chances for rain with highs 
mostly in the 70’s. 

Week 1: Thursday starts off 
with a stagnant pattern devel-
oping as weak low pressure 
sets up shop over the Upper 
Midwest. Look for chances for 
showers and thunderstorms 
to develop on and off again 

WEATHER TERMINOLOGY: Enhanced Fujita Scalethroughout the day as the heat 
dome is pushed south and west 
of the State. 

Friday looks to be a repeat. 
Plan on more chances for rain. 

Saturday looks to bring in 
more chances for showers and 
thunderstorms as the weak 
low pressure breaks down and 
shifts east. 

Sunday looks mostly dry as 
the heat dome pushes closer to 
the region. Weak chances for 
showers and thunderstorms 
may develop as we head into 
the evening hours. 

Monday looks to be a dry 
day as the heat dome looks to 
move further east which might 
bring up the humidity levels a 
tad bit. 

Tuesday and Wednesday 
look dry for now. 

Week 2:  The long range 
model is showing a wetter pat-
tern developing. 

Weatherman
Henderson’s

By Jerry Gilman

ducive to curing snake bites; 
but, 2) the story goes that in-
digenous peoples would chew 
the plant roots; blow the dust 
on their hands; and then would 
be able to handle rattlesnakes. 
There being few rattlesnakes in 
our area, we haven’t tested that 
theory. Another interesting fac-
tor related by numerous writ-
ers is that indigenous peoples 
braided the tough stems; made 
material for moccasins; those 
ancient moccasins having been 
found in caves where the Na-
tive Americans lived in western 
states. Hmmmm?

A second prairie flower 
which has been ‘tamed’ and ap-
pears in area flower gardens is 
liatris, more commonly known 
as blazing star. Bees and butter-
flies absolutely crave the nectar 
gently oozing from the tight-

ly bunched lavender flowers 
growing from two to four feet 
stalks. Spectacular blossoms 
begin at the top of single stems 
and work their way downward. 
To top it off, the root is edi-
ble, yet like fungi, others are 
welcome to try the tubers first 
while we remain living specta-
tors. 

Missing in action: Trum-
peter swan adults, Sylvia and 
Sylvan and their cygnets dis-
appeared from the Coachlight 
Pond on Aug. 9. They’d been 
back and forth between the two 
main scummy waters lately, 
but now no sign remains. There 
is a third pond to the east, we 
searched there Aug. 15, and 
were greeted by…a beautiful 
marsh and jungle with not a 
swan to be seen. Next, while 
traveling south on Highway 

169 near the former Le Sueur 
Water Treatment ponds, our 
‘designated observer’ spotted 
white objects at a distance in 
pond #2. With heavy speed-
ster traffic, species could not 
be designated. Whereabouts of 
the Coachlight swans remains a 
mystery.

Searching for our favorite lit-
tle gray chimney swifts has left 
us totally frustrated. Normal-
ly, (and what is normal these 
days,) we would discover the 
speeding gray birds dropping 
down one of two large chim-
neys in Le Sueur. Aug. 15 fi-
nally yielded 175 disappearing 
into the maw of a chimney after 
the evening twilight. Usually 
that number would be 500 or 
more. So many questions, so 
much to meditate and contem-
plate upon.
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Rattlesnake master, a favorite of myriad insect pollinators.

Vanilla, chocolate, or carmel milkshakes? A baby fawn gets a drink from mom.

Grassland prairie, an ever-changing scenario
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Painted lady butterflies dine on blazing star prairie flowers.

August is the time to 
visit an area tall-
grass prairie, as 
the vegetation is in 

full splendor. Whether you are 
looking for big blue or shorter 
stemmed grasses, the flowers 
(forbs) may be your destination 
for contemplation. 

The Ney Nature Center east 
of Henderson would be a qui-
et spot to view blossoms and 
grasses, while, a prairie off the 
Sand Prairie Road, 316th Street 
is another; although there are 
many more sites nearby Hen-
derson/Le Sueur and surround-
ing populations. The Arbo-
retum at Gustavus Adolphus 
College in St. Peter is another 
choice spot for viewing vivid 
summer colors.

A plant that gets lost in the 
shuffle due to its tendency to 
blossom lower in the grasses 
is the fascinating and unusual 
rattlesnake master. (See photo) 
Presently, most have finished 
blossoming, but they leave 
behind golfball sized bristly 
spherical flowers/seed pods. 
We appreciate them for their 
deer resistant quality among 
flowers in a flower garden, but 
also due to their odd shape and 
the spiny foliage…much like a 
yucca plant. 

Also, pollinating insects 
love the blossoms. Butterflies, 
moths, beetles and wasps flock 
to the sweet-smelling flowers, 
but they have one quality most 
do not appreciate. Yes, they are 
invasive, related to the carrot 
family, but thankfully do not 
spread like our nemesis, Queen 
Anne’s lace. In finis, they are 
very valuable to our pollina-
tors! 

As to the name, rattlesnake 
master, there seem to be two 
views. 1) They are NOT con-


