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By April Baumgarten
The Forum

FARGO — An 18-year-
old was sentenced to 
almost 12 years in fed-
eral prison for his role 
in a robbery that led to 
a stray bullet hitting a 
6-year-old boy in the
head while he was in
bed in his West Fargo
home.

Germond Edward John-
son Jr. showed little emo-
tion as the 6-year-old 

boy’s par-
ents test- 
ified on 
Wednesday, 
July 6, in 
Fargo’s fed-
eral court-
house.

“It’s a 
journey we 

didn’t ask for and hope 
it is one no one has to go 
through,” said the boy’s 
father, Mark Frey.

Johnson previously 
pleaded guilty to aid-
ing and abetting rob-
bery and conspiracy to 
interfere with commerce 
by threats or violence. A 
third charge, aiding and 
abetting use of a firearm 
in furtherance of a crime 
of violence, was dropped 
as part of a plea deal.

Court documents filed 
in North Dakota’s U.S. 
District Court said John-
son and CJ Jesse James 
Carruthers, 20, planned 

ROBBERY: Page A8

Shooter faces no charges after police interview victim

Prosecutors cite self-defense 

Michael Vosburg / The Forum
Ramesh Gurung, front right, Puja Rai, front left, Roshan Gurung, back right, and Usha Monger, back left, drive a surrey Wednesday 
along Roger Maris Drive in Fargo’s Lindenwood Park. Bike rentals are available noon-9 p.m. daily. 

By Matt Henson
WDAY

FARGO — A south 
Fargo man detained for 
attempted murder after 
shooting his best friend 
multiple times has been 
released from jail.

Prosecutors are say-
ing the shooting was 

self-defense, and they 
do not plan to file 
charges against Kyle 
Lovaas.

Officers responded to 
the Countryside Trailer 
Court just after 7 a.m. 
Monday, July 4, after 
Lovaas, 22, called 911.

“He (expletive) came 

at me like a mad man, 
and I (expletive) shot 
him,” Lovaas can be 
heard saying to the 911 
dispatcher.

He told the dispatcher 
he fired six shots from a 
handgun.

Tin Nguyen, 24, was 
shot in the chest and 

stomach. A detective 
can be heard comment-
ing on body camera 
video that Nguyen lost 
so much blood that his 
heart stopped.

Doctors at Sanford 
were able to revive him, 
according to police.

Lovaas did not elabo-

rate on what happened 
inside his bedroom other 
than to say there was a 
fight, and the shooting 
was in self-defense.

He demanded a law-
yer and did not give any 
statements to police.

Teen gets nearly  
12 years for robbery 
that led to a stray 
bullet hitting boy

‘I made 
a bad 
decision’ 

Private academy selects site for campus

By C.S. Hagen
The Forum

FARGO — A new pri-
vate school has found a 
construction company to 
build a campus in south 
Fargo.

The future site for 
Capstone Classical Acad-
emy, a religious and tui-
tion-based school, will 

be built on 18 acres at the 
corner of 43rd Street and 
64th Avenue South.

The private academy is 
being designed by Dun-
can G. Stroik Architect 
of South Bend, Indiana, 
and a building contract 
has been signed with 
the Fargo-based Gehrtz 
Construction Services, 
Capstone Classical Acad-
emy said Tuesday, July 5, 
in a press release.

The project will be 
broken up into two 
phases, the first being 
a 77,000-square-foot 

educational building 
with classrooms, a gym, 
chapel and outdoor ath-
letic field, according to 
the academy.

Hoping to enroll up to 
560 students, founders 
believe the school will 
offer a distinct method 
of education not offered 
by any other area school, 
and it plans to educate 
students through 12th 
grade.

The school will offer 
a “classical education,” 
which for the founders 
means the “cultivation 

of wisdom and virtue 
through the study of 
liberal arts,” a philoso-
phy that is Christian and 
rooted in ancient Greek 
education methods.

Capstone Classical 
Academy will open this 
fall for pre-K through 
sixth-grade students in 
its temporary home at 
3910 25th St. S. in Fargo.

Construction of the 
new campus may be fin-
ished during the fall of 
2025.

Special to The Forum
Architectural design of Capstone Classical Academy. CAMPUS: Page A8

Capstone Classical 
Academy to be built 
at 43rd Street and 
64th Avenue South

INTERVIEW: Page A8

MIDSUMMER SURREY RIDE

High demand could shrink hero checks
By Dana Ferguson

The Forum
ST. PAUL — Minnesota 

workers who stayed on 
the job during the height 
of the pandemic could 
see lower than expect-
ed hero checks from the 
state after hundreds of 
thousands of front-line 
workers applied for ben-
efits over the last several 
weeks.

To date, 901,000 peo-
ple have applied for the 
benefits, Gov. Tim Walz 
and officials from the 
Minnesota Department of 
Labor and Industry said 
Wednesday, July 6. And 
officials estimated that 
the pool of applicants 

could exceed 1 million 
before the online applica-
tion closed on July 22.

When lawmakers 
approved the $500 million 
plan to send money out 
to health care workers, 
meat packers, janitors, 
teachers and others, they 
anticipated that about 
667,000 people would be 
eligible for the payments. 
And broken out between 
that many people, they 
expected that each would 
get about a $750 check.

But with the boosted 
applicant pool, workers 
could receive less than 
that target — at least 

Dana Ferguson / Forum News Service
Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, during a news conference 
Wednesday at the Capitol, encouraged front-line 
workers to apply for hero pay from the state and said 
more than 901,000 had applied so far.CHECKS: Page A8
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MOORHEAD — The body of 
a man was recovered from the 
Red River on Wednesday, July 6, 
according to Moorhead police.

Juveniles found the body at 
about 12:30 p.m. Wednesday 
along Moorhead’s shoreline by 
Original Homestead Park in the 
1000 block of Seventh Street 
North, police said.

It appeared the body had 
been in the river for a “sig-
nificant period of time,”  
police said.

The man’s cause and manner 
of death was not immediately 
known. Authorities have sent 
the body to the Ramsey County 
Medical Examiner’s Office in St. 
Paul for an autopsy.

Capt. Deric Swenson, a Moor-

head police spokesman, said 
investigators “don’t suspect 
foul play, but we have to wait 
for the autopsy results to get a 
positive identification.”

Swenson said he didn’t have a 
timeline on when those results 
would be available.

Personal property with the 
body led police to believe he 
was an adult male. Swenson 
said clothing and a wallet with 
an identification card was found 
nearby.

The man’s identity is expected 
to be released after the autopsy.

Swenson didn’t know what 
the juveniles who found the 
body were doing by the river-
bank, but he said there’s a new 
bike path in the area that many 
people have been using.

Body found in Red River along Moorhead shore

near where 

the shore on 

C.S. Hagen/ 
The Forum

The Forum
Fargo 

A partnership between the 
city of Fargo and YWCA 
Cass Clay showcasing 

an exhibit on racial issues 
at Fargo City Hall was 
announced Wednesday, July 
6.

Situated in the City Hall 
lobby, the exhibit is free 
and open to the public and 
is titled “Race: Are we so 
different?”

“It is a good learning tool 
for everyone to come out and 
discover what race and race 
discrimination is about,” said 
Terry Hogan, the city’s first 
director of diversity, equity 
and inclusion.

The exhibit features census 
information categorizing 
slaves in 1790 and continues 
through the Civil Rights 
Movement to the present, 
showing that although 
housing discrimination is 
illegal, real estate agents still 
steer people into housing 
based on race, a process 
known as redlining.

“The exhibit will make us 
aware of who we are and of 
cultural differences. Different 
in many ways, but we’re still 
the same,” Hogan said.

Allison Pillar, 
communications manager 
for the YWCA, said the same 
exhibit has been installed at 
the Hjemkomst Center, YWCA 
and other places and has 
been a conversation driver for 
visitors.

“We’re excited for people to 
view the exhibit and explore 
at your own pace,” Pillar said, 
adding she hopes the exhibit 
will encourage people to have 
conversations and look for 
ways to increase diversity.

To thoroughly go through 
the exhibit would take about 
two hours. There are videos, 
interactive screens, census 
data and even a game to 
guess the ethnicity of a 
person based on their voice, 

Pillar said.
The exhibit will close on 

Sept. 30, but visitors can 
register to take part in later 
discussions at the Fargo 
Public Library, she said.

“I want people to ask the 
questions they’ve always 
wanted to ask. We know that 
race is a socially constructed 
idea, and I just want you 
to come out and educate 
yourself and also cross-
reference anything that you 
might have issues with. That 
is important,” Hogan said.

Studying the exhibits 
reveals information that 
some may find shocking, 
including that interracial 

marriages were once illegal 
in the United States, and in 
the 1920s, “undesirables” 
was used to describe anyone 
from Asia or Africa, and 
legislation blocked many 
from immigrating to the 
United States.

More recent studies 
included in the exhibit show 
local demographic shifts, 
achievement gaps between 
white students and students 
of color, and how the greed 
for gold and land stripped 
Native American tribes of 
their ancestral homes.

Hogan understands that 
some in the Fargo-Moorhead 
community might not agree 

with the exhibit’s message.
“I’m not trying to convince 

you to change your ways. 
I just want you to think 
outside the box, because this 
is America,” said Hogan, 
who holds a doctorate in 
public administration and 
policy. “As long as, like we 
say in Chicago, I planted the 
seed, whether you agree or 
disagree, I just want to show: 
Are we so different?”

For Pillar, the exhibit is 
part of the YWCA’s agenda of 
eliminating racism, she said.

“The hope is that even 
if only the people who are 
already engaged visit the 
exhibit, that they will bring 

these ideas home and discuss 
with family and those who 
may not agree,” she said.

Community discussions 
pertaining to the exhibit will 
begin at 11:30 a.m. on Friday, 
July 29; Thursday, Aug. 18; 
and Thursday, Sept. 29, at 
the Fargo Public Library, 101 
Fourth St. N.

Those interested in 
attending can ask questions 
of the YWCA’s Racial Justice 
Committee and can register 
for the events at the YWCA 
Cass Clay website or at 
ywcacassclay.eventbrite.com.

‘ARE WE SO DIFFERENT?’
Exhibit at Fargo City Hall examines race, racial discrimination

Michael Vosburg / The Forum
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ELVIS [PG-13] 
Thurs 4:00, 7:15

Austin Butler and Tom Hanks star in this visionary musical that 
explores the life and music of Elvis Presley.

Also showing:

TOP GUN: MAVERICK [PG-13] 

By Dana Ferguson
The Forum

MINNEAPOLIS — Days 
after Minnesota businesses 
got the green light to start 
selling cannabis-infused 
gummies and other food and 
drink products, Democrat-
ic-Farmer-Labor legislators 
said the new law helped ramp 
up consumer protections but 
still needed to be tweaked 
to help enforce restrictions 
around the edibles.

And given the positive pub-
lic response over the weekend 
to the rollout of the sale of 
products containing servings 
of up to 5 milligrams of THC, 
the lawmakers said the state 
ought to move forward with a 
broader plan to legalize mar-
ijuana for recreational use for 
those 21 and older.

“Minnesota strongly favors 
this change,” House Major-
ity Leader Ryan Winkler, 
DFL-Golden Valley, said 
during a news conference 
Tuesday, July 5, outside of 
Indeed Brewing Company. “It 
was an intentional step for-
ward, and it is an opportunity 
for Minnesota businesses and 
consumers to have access to a 
product that can be safe and 
is widely available and in use 
today, however, through an 
illicit marketplace.”

The celebratory comments 
came after a new state law 
took effect on Friday, July 1, 
allowing those 21 and older to 
buy food and drink products 
that contain up to 5 milli-
grams of tetrahydrocannab-
inol, the psychoactive part 
of cannabis. State law stipu-
lates that consumers can buy 
packages of hemp-derived 
THC products, as long as 
they don’t exceed more than 
50 milligrams and are not 
shaped like people, animals 
or fruit, nor can they be mod-
eled after products market-
ed to children. Producers of 
commercially available candy 
and snacks are also barred 
from adding THC to existing 
products.

Hemp and smoke shops 
around the state saw strong 
demand for the products as 
soon as they hit the shelves. 
And while the business-
es were ready to field the 
demand, some lawmakers 
and state regulators said they 
didn’t anticipate that the 
policy would pave the way 
for access to allowing recre-
ational cannabis products in 
the state.

Senate Majority Leader Jer-
emy Miller, R-Winona, on 
Friday said the legislation 
was a bipartisan effort to curb 
access to delta-8 products for 
those under the age of 21 and 
noted that the changes “were 
absolutely necessary.” Miller 
on Tuesday blasted Demo-
crats for holding the news 

conference on THC prod-
ucts rather than discussing 
violence in Minneapolis the 
night prior.

“While Senate Republicans 
are focused on making com-
munities safer, Democrats 
continue to turn a blind eye 
to violent crime,” Miller said. 
“Republicans will continue to 
make public safety a priority 
by putting more good cops on 
the streets and holding crim-
inals accountable for their 
actions.”

Both the Senate and the 
House earlier this year put 
up hundreds of millions of 
dollars in new funding for 
law enforcement initiatives 
around the state but they were 
unable to reach an agreement 
that could bring them back to 

St. Paul to approve a supple-
mental funding plan.

Other members of Miller’s 
caucus, meanwhile, seemed 
unaware of the impact the 
legislation would have when 
they voted to approve it. Sen. 
Jim Abeler, R-Anoka, told the 
Star Tribune that he didn’t 
realize at the time he voted 
for it that the policy would 
allow additional edible prod-
ucts to be sold in Minneso-
ta. And he said lawmakers 
should roll back the policy in 
later sessions.

DFL lawmakers said the 
public wouldn’t support roll-
ing back the policy. But addi-
tional enforcement mech-
anisms should be added to 
ensure that the products are 
sold and consumed safe-

ly, they said. They said pro-
visions such as creating a 
cannabis oversight board 
weren’t included in the legis-
lation because they would’ve 
spurred opposition in the 
GOP-led Senate.

“Yes, there are going to be 
some problems in terms of 
how we enforce this but I will 
say that this law makes a very 
clear step of what is legal. 
And I think that is a help 
for the state of Minnesota,” 
the bill’s author Rep. Heath-
er Edelson, DFL-Edina, said 
Tuesday. Edelson said she 
was working with the League 
of Minnesota Cities to write 
additional guidance around 
enforcement provisions that 
she planned to make public 
later in the week.

Edelson said she brought 
the legislation to set restric-
tions around unregulat-
ed products that contained 
delta-8, a derivative of hemp 
that can cause the sensa-
tion of being high. She and 
Winkler said that while some 
lawmakers or state agencies 
voiced surprise about the 
law and the changes in it, 
hearings around the proposal 
were open to the public and 
supporters were clear about 
their intent to set clearer 
parameters for THC and can-
nabidiol (or CBD) products in 
the state.

“Sometimes legislation 
benefits from a lot of publici-
ty, and sometimes legislation 
benefits from the ability to do 
the work more quietly,” Win-
kler said. “We just didn’t put 
a spotlight on it for every-
body.”

The Minnesota Board of 
Pharmacy is set to regulate 
the production and sale of 
cannabis-containing prod-
ucts. Last week, the board 
issued guidance noting that it 
wouldn’t test or approve the 
THC products before they go 
to market.

Follow Dana Ferguson on Twitter @
bydanaferguson, call 651-290-0707 or 

email dferguson@forumcomm.com.

Dems tout THC edible policy, urge full pot legalization

Dana Ferguson / Forum News Service
Minnesota House Majority Leader Ryan Winkler, right, along with fellow Minnesota lawmakers, 
marijuana legalization advocates and hemp farmers, on Tuesday spoke in support of a state law 
allowing some THC food and drink products during a news conference in Minneapolis.

By Jon Collins
MPR News

MINNEAPOLIS — For-
mer Minneapolis police 
officer Derek Chau-
vin will be sentenced 
to between 20 and 25 
years in federal prison 
Thursday. He pleaded 
guilty late last year to 
federal charges that he 
violated George Floyd’s 
civil rights when he took 
Floyd’s life in May 2020.

Chauvin is current-
ly serving a 22-and-
a-half-year sentence 
for his conviction on 
state murder and man-
slaughter charges at the 
Minnesota Correction-
al Facility in Oak Park 
Heights. As part of his 
federal plea agreement, 
Chauvin will serve his 
state and federal sen-
tences at the same time 
in federal prison.

Chauvin’s feder-

al plea deal reached 
last year also admits 
guilt for a 2017 inci-
dent where he repeat-
edly struck a 14-year-
old boy and kneeled on 
his neck and upper back 
for about 15 minutes. 
Chauvin was convicted 
in April 2021 in state 
court of second-degree 
unintentional mur-
der, third-degree mur-
der and second-degree 
manslaughter.

Floyd was killed on 
May 25, 2020, after 
Chauvin kneeled on his 
neck for more than nine 
minutes. Floyd’s murder 
sparked unrest in the 
Twin Cities and across 
the country, as well 
as calls to re-envision 
American policing.

Prosecutors asked U.S. 
District Court Judge Paul 
Magnuson last month to 
sentence Chauvin to 25 
years in prison, arguing 

that Chauvin’s actions 
against Floyd were 
“cold-blooded,” and 
that Chauvin deserves a 
higher sentence for an 

earlier incident where 
he used a similar tactic 
on a 14-year-old boy.

Prosecutors also 
argued that a higher 

sentence would send a 
message to other police 
officers “that although 
they undoubtedly have 
a difficult job, and one 
that sometimes carries 
life and death respon-
sibilities, their role in 
our criminal justice sys-
tem is a limited one, and 
does not include impos-
ing punishment.”

Chauvin’s attorney, 
Eric Nelson, asked the 
court last month to 
sentence Chauvin to no 
more than 20 years in 
federal prison followed 
by five years of super-
vised release.

Nelson cited sealed 
letters from friends and 
family and “thousands” 
of letters of support he 
says Chauvin received 
from across the coun-
try that “speaks to his 
character and qualities 
as a human being.” Nel-
son argued that it’s clear 

Chauvin has expressed 
remorse for his actions 
and is ready to “con-
tinue to atone for his 
wrongdoing.”

Three other former 
Minneapolis officers 
charged in Floyd’s kill-
ing were convicted in 
federal court in February 
of violating Floyd’s civil 
rights. They’ve yet to be 
sentenced.

Former officer Thom-
as Lane pleaded guilty 
to aiding and abetting 
second-degree man-
slaughter in state court 
in May. He’s scheduled 
to be sentenced in Sep-
tember. Former officers 
Tou Thao and J. Alex-
ander Kueng’s trial on 
state charges of aiding 
and abetting murder 
and manslaughter is 
scheduled for October. 
Both men rejected plea 
deals from prosecutors.

Chauvin’s federal sentencing set today

In this still image from video, former Minneapolis police 

Eric Nelson, attend closing arguments April 19, 2021, 
during Chauvin’s trial for second-degree murder, third-
degree murder and second-degree manslaughter in 
the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis.
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FARGO — Broad-
way Square in down-
town Fargo is hosting 
a personal care product 
drive leading up to its 
Day of Dignity event, 
which is set for Aug. 
28.

The Day of Dignity is 
about connecting those 
in need with free or 
discounted items and 
services.

The list of items 
to donate includes 
unopened, full- or 
travel-sized: sun-
screen, bug spray, 
shampoo, condition-
er, soap, deodorant, 
toothpaste, tooth-
brushes, mouth wash, 
feminine hygiene 
products, razors, shav-
ing cream, bags/back-
packs and socks.

All donated items 
will be given away 
from noon to 2 p.m. in 
a “Personal Care Pan-
try” during the Day of 
Dignity on Aug. 28.

Any items not 
claimed during the 
event are packaged 
into bundles and dis-
tributed through the 
Gladys Ray Shelter 
and the Downtown 
Engagement Center.

Donation items can 
be dropped off from 
July 8 through Aug. 24. 
Collection boxes are 
located at the follow-
ing Fargo locations:

Broadway Square, 
201 Broadway N.: Mon-
day-Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m.

The Depot, 701 
Main Ave.: Mon-
day-Friday, 7:30a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.

Valley Senior Ser-
vices, 2801 32nd Ave. 
S.: Monday-Friday, 8 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Courts Plus Com-
munity Fitness, 3491 S. 
University Dr.: Mon-
day-Thursday, 5 a.m. 
to 9 p.m.; Friday, 5 
a.m. to 8 p.m.; Satur-
day, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 
and Sunday, 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m.

Broadway Square is 
partnering with the
Harm Reduction Divi-
sion of Fargo Cass Pub-
lic Health, the FM Coa-
lition to End Home-
lessness and numer-
ous other community 
partners to produce the 
Day of Dignity.

For more informa-
tion, call 701-499-
6060, or visit Fargo-
BroadwaySquare.com.

Broadway Square 
seeks donations 
for Day of 
Dignity drive

Jet truck performer, 
known to Fargo 
AirSho fans, dies  
in fiery accident

FARGO — Chris Dar-
nell, who drove a truck 
powered by three jet 
engines and performed 
on the air show circuit, 
died in a crash while 
racing two airplanes on 
Saturday, July 2.

The accident happened 
at the Field of Flight Air 
Show in Battle Creek, 
Michigan, according to 
the Washington Post.

Darnell performed at 
the Fargo AirSho, most 
recently in 2021, and 
was in North Dako-
ta two weeks before his 
fatal crash when he per-
formed at the Northern 
Thunder show at Grand 
Forks Air Force Base.

The Fargo AirSho post-
ed a tribute to Darnell on 
its Facebook page.

“Darnell was a motor-
sports pro, and his 
expertise was enjoyed 
by the thousands of fans 
every year on the air 
show circuit,” the Fargo 
AirSho post said. “He 
will be sorely missed.”

Man arrested after 
leading police on 
bike chase in Fargo

FARGO — One man 
is in jail after leading 
Fargo police officers on a 
chase on his bike Tues-
day night, July 5.

Officers tried to stop 
Nicholas Peltier, 29, 
around 11 p.m. Tuesday 
for not having a head 
lamp on his bicycle. He 
tried to flee the traffic 
stop by cutting through 
several yards.

An eyewitness saw 
police following the 

cyclist down 42nd Street 
South. Near the inter-
section with 18th Avenue 
South, he was chased off 
his bike by officers and 
then tackled and arrest-
ed, the witness said.

Peltier, who has no 
permanent address, was 
arrested on an open 
warrant, police said.

He faces charges of 
refusing to halt, unlaw-
ful possession of drug 
paraphernalia and theft 
of property in excess 
of $1,000 and less than 
$10,000, according to 
Cass County Jail records.

 Forum staff reports

Grand Marais 
woman dies in 
automobile crash

GRAND MARAIS, Min-
nesota — A 79-year-old 
Grand Marais woman 
was killed in an auto-
mobile crash Tuesday 
afternoon on Minnesota 
Highway 61 and County 
Road 14, according to a 
report from the Minne-
sota State Patrol.

Barbara Helen Wright 
was driving east on 
Highway 61 around 4:20 
p.m. when she made a 
left turn onto County 
Road 14. The vehicle, a 
1993 Jeep Grand Cher-
okee Sport, then trav-
eled across County Road 
14 and struck a large 
pine tree with its front 
bumper, killing Wright.

Responding agencies 
included the Colvill and 
Hovland fire depart-
ments and first respond-
ers, as well as the Cook 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and ambulance and 
rescue. 

Duluth News Tribune

Man dies after being 
found unconscious 
in Stearns County 
grain bin

OAK TOWNSHIP, Min-
nesota — A 34-year old 
man was pronounced 
dead Tuesday afternoon 
after being found unre-
sponsive in a grain bin in 
Oak Township of Stearns 
County.

According to a press 
release from the Stearns 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
a caller around 1:49 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 5 reported 
that the man, identified 
as Thomas Holdvogt, 
had been found unre-
sponsive in the grain bin 
by a family member at a 
property located on Oak-
land Road.

Fire personnel were 
able to remove Holdvogt 
from the bin and lifesav-
ing efforts were started. 
Holdvogt was transport-
ed to Centra Care Hos-
pital in Melrose where 
he was later pronounced 
dead, the release said. 
An autopsy will be per-
formed by the Midwest 
Examiner’s Office as part 
of the investigation.

Assisting at the scene 
were the Stearns County 
Sheriff’s Office, Melrose 
Police Department, Free-
port Fire Department, 
Melrose Fire Department 
and the Melrose Ambu-
lance Service.

West Central Tribune

Douglas County  
man injured in 
house explosion

HOLMES CITY, Minne-
sota — A Holmes City 
man was injured when 
an explosion happened 
inside his home Tuesday, 
July 5.

The Douglas Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office was 
called to a residence at 
6128 County Road 4w 
southwest in Holmes 
City at 11:51 a.m.

The homeowner, Scott 
Bany, 62, was the only 
one home at the time. He 
was injured in the explo-
sion, receiving burns to 
several parts of his body, 
according to a family 
member on scene. Bany 
was treated by North 
Memorial Ambulance 
personnel and then air-
lifted by LifeLink lll for 
further medical treat-
ment.

The State Fire Mar-
shal’s Office was sum-
moned to the scene to 
assist with the investi-
gation. The Alexandria 
Fire Department also 
responded to the scene.

Holmes City is six 
miles southwest of Alex-
andria.

Alexandria Echo Press

Audubon man 
escapes Becker 
County Courthouse 
in Detroit Lakes, 
remains at-large

DETROIT LAKES — An 
Audubon man escaped 
the Becker County Court-
house in Detroit Lakes on 
Wednesday following a 
1:30 p.m. scheduled court 
appearance on a separate 
escape charge.

Details of the escape 
are currently unknown, 
but the courthouse 
house’s security staff 
contacted the Detroit 
Lakes Police Department 
for assistance with the 
search after Robare fled 
the building, one official 
said.

Anyone who sees 
Robare should not 
approach him, a law 
enforcement official 

said, and 
instead call 
the Beck-
er Coun-
ty Sheriff’s 
Office at: 
2 1 8 - 8 4 7 -
2661.

R o b a r e 
was wearing 

a charcoal gray t-shirt, 
possibly with the sleeves 
cut off, blue shorts and 
dark shoes at the time of 
his escape.

Robare, 26, was being 
sentenced for a May 2021 
felony escape attempt 
in which he cut off his 
ankle monitoring device 
while on home confine-
ment in Audubon.

Members of the Detroit 
Lakes Police Department 
are assisting Becker 
County Sheriff’s Office 
deputies with the search.

On June 14, a warrant 
was issued for Robare’s 
arrest for failing to 
appear for his first sen-
tencing hearing on the 
same charge.

Detroit Lakes Tribune

BRIEFS

Courtesy of Fargo AirSho

Robare

ST. PAUL —State officials have 
unveiled a new tool to help Min-
nesotans see if there are toxic 
industrial compounds in their 
drinking water.

The Minnesota Department of 
Health debuted a new interac-
tive online dashboard that shows 
the status and results of testing 
for per- and polyfluoroalkyl sub-
stances, also known as PFAS, in 
community water systems.

“With this new tool, Minne-
sotans will be able to see for 
themselves whether PFAS is a 
concern for the health of their 
communities and their families,” 
Commissioner Jan Malcolm said. 
“Our statewide testing and dash-
board are just two examples of 
how Minnesota continues to be a 
national leader in providing safe 
drinking water.”

Known as “forever chemicals” 
for their persistence in the envi-
ronment, PFAS have been popular 
with manufacturers for decades 
and can be found in everything 
from nonstick cookware coat-
ing to fire-extinguishing foam. 

Higher levels of exposure to PFAS 
have been linked to increased 
cancer risk, developmental 
delays in children, damage to 
organs such as the liver and thy-
roid, increased cholesterol levels 
and reduced immune functions, 
especially among young children.

Health department officials 
started the PFAS testing project 
last year, prioritizing sampling 
in systems that are most vul-
nerable to PFAS contamination 
to address the highest potential 
public health risks first.

According to the map posted 
on the dashboard on June 7, only 
one site in Minnesota – in St. 
Paul Park in southern Washing-
ton County – had a concerning 
level of PFAS. The city, however, 
primarily uses two wells that are 
treated to remove PFAS and that 
provide water at a health-risk 
index near zero; the city’s third 
well, which is not treated and 
exceeds the state level of health 
concern, is not typically used, 
health department officials said.

The rest of the completed tests 
across the state – 401 out of 
about 900 public drinking sys-
tems in the state – did not detect 

PFAS or found levels that are 
below the current state levels of 
health concern. The 401 systems 
that were tested serve about 75 
percent of Minnesotans who get 
drinking water from such sys-
tems, health department officials 
said.

Stricter guidelines regarding 
PFAS levels in drinking water 
could be coming, said Doug 
Schultz, a spokesman for the 
health department. Officials with 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency have indicated that with-
in the next year they hope to 
have maximum contaminant lev-
els established for PFAS, he said.

“We don’t have MCLs now, 
so it wouldn’t be surprising in 
the meantime if they were to 
revise their guidance and for the 
health-risk index levels to get 
lower,” he said. “We’re prepar-
ing for that to possibly happen 
in the future and will work with 
systems to meet whatever stan-
dards might arise.”

Access the dashboard here:
https : / /www.heal th .s tate .

mn.us/communities/environ-
ment/water/pfasmap.html

New dashboard shows PFAS levels 
in Minnesota’s drinking water



OPINION
By Ken Sims

Moorhead

There have been several 
letters to the editor 
since the Supreme 

Court’s appeal of Roe v. Wade 
denouncing the decision with 
outrage and disgust. They are 
calling it a denial of women’s 
rights. Some of the comments 
made include: “states that 
make abortion illegal are in 
the same boat as North Korea, 
Russia and Iran,” “Roe v Wade 
reversal last week may have 
awakened a sleeping political 
tiger – American women,” 
and Jane Ahlin’s, “wouldn’t 
it be nice if abortions could 
be performed with guns?” It 
is ironic how Ahlin had no 
dissension when the Supreme 
Court was “reengineering the 
Constitution’’ in 1973 when it 
recklessly created a woman’s 
“right” to abort her living 
unborn child.

Another opinion writer 
asks the heartless and 
absurd question, “how will 
law enforcement know if a 
miscarriage is intentional or 
not?” This kind of argument is 
not only absurd but callous and 
hurtful.

Why do these liberal writers 
ignore what science says is 
life? And like the protesters 
throughout the country, their 
hostility and anger are apparent 
– by their words.

It is disturbing that the 
pro-choice people are not 
troubled morally with the many 
abortions that have nothing to 
do with health. It seems they 
are not bothered in the least 
about whether an unborn child 
is viable outside the womb. 
They don’t even acknowledge 
the possibility of a child’s 
viability. It is a non-issue for 
them. The truth is if a child is 
viable outside the womb, then it 
is a child – with rights separate 
from the mother. There seems 
to be an inconsistent morality 
deficit here.

The overturning of Roe 
v. Wade ended the false 
“constitutional right” to kill 
an unborn human life. In 
President Biden’s address to the 
American people shortly after 
the Roe decision became public, 
he used the word “child” three 
times when referring to a 
women’s right to choose. So, 
Mr. President, is there a child 
involved in this decision, or 
not?

It is obvious the goal of 
the abortion lobby and the 
Democratic Party is to enshrine 
“reproductive rights” into 
federal law. Now that the 
Democrats were defeated by 
the Supreme Court, we will see 
even more aggressive efforts 
from them to codify abortion 
into federal law forcing all 
Americans to embrace and fund 
abortion in every community.

The key to changing hearts 
and minds is to change our 
perception of abortion - from a 
“procedure” to what it really is 
– a developing human being. I 
believe people can change when 
they are presented with the 
true humanity of the preborn 
child and especially if they are 
shown the horrific violence of 
abortion. Children in the womb 
are people and they have a 
right to life. Words like “pro-
choice,” “a women’s right to 
choose,” and “fetus” are used 
by the far left to dehumanize 
them. The federal government 
cannot deprive any person 
of “life, liberty, or property” 
without due process of law.

The Supreme Court got it 
right by undoing an erroneous 
decision. Roe was never meant 
to be the final say on abortion. 
Our Founding Fathers knew 
from their experience that 
government also does not get 
the final say. “We the people” 
have the final say. Each state 
will decide if they want a 
culture of death or a culture 
of life. My hope is that most 
Americans will choose life.

By Charles Linderman
Carrington, N.D.

The House Select Committee 
investigating Jan. 6th 
has recently shown us 

that the events of that awful 
day were even worse that they 
appeared and the disgraced 
former president was even 
more involved than we knew 
at the time. Yet, Scott Hennen 
and Mike Hulett (July 2 Forum 
opinion) continue to spout 
disinformation to downplay the 
seriousness of that attempted 
coup and try to discredit those 
that seek the truth. Both used 
the phrase “kangaroo court.”

Hennen says it was not a 
real insurrection because the 
participants did not fire any 
guns. I guess beating police 
officers with flagpoles causing 
concussions and broken bones 
does not count. He claims 
Trump was not responsible. 
Now we learn that Trump 
wanted to go to the Capitol with 
the rioters even when told they 
were armed and dangerous. He 
claims Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
rejected Rep. Kelly Armstrong, 
R-N.D., to be part of the 
committee. She did not.

Hulett repeats the falsehood 
about Speaker Pelosi rejecting 
Republican nominees. She did 
reject two of five because they 
were promoters of the big lie 
about a stolen election and 
had already made it known 
that they would be disruptive 
of committee procedure. She 
did not reject the other three, 
including Kelly Armstrong. 
It is the fault of Minority 
Leader Kevin McCarthy that 
there are not five Republicans 
on the committee. Hulett 
repeats the discredited lie 
that Speaker Pelosi rejected 
additional security offered 
from the president. (Did then 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell reject it also?)

Hennen and Hulett claim the 
committee is Democrats out to 
get Donald Trump. The fact is 
most of the damning testimony 
is from Republicans, including 
former Attorney General Bill Barr 
and former Trump appointees 
from the Justice Department and 
the White House itself.

The fact is Speaker Pelosi 
proposed a national commission 
to investigate the January 6th 
attack on the United States 
Capitol complex. It was to be a 
9/11-type commission with an 
equal number of Democrats and 
Republicans. It passed the House 
(with 175 Republicans opposed) 
but was killed in the Senate 
by Republicans. Republicans 
have no legitimate complaints 
about the makeup of the Select 
Committee.

The committee does 
include two very conservative 
Republicans who have the 
courage to seek truth, Liz 
Cheney, R-Wyo., and Adam 
Kinzinger, R-Ill.). But for 
some, there is a litmus test 
for Republicans. One question, 
answer yes or no. Do you 
worship Donald Trump? Yes. 
Good Republican. No. RINO.

Hennen and 
Hulett continue 
to spout 
misinformation

Choose life
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By Mike Connor
Devils Lake, N.D.

If you are familiar with 
the Constitution you know 
the Founding Fathers cre-
ated three separate, but 
equal, branches of gov-
ernment: legislative, 
executive and judicial.

Over the years it has 
become tradition for 
members of the executive 
and legislative branches to 
often act like two tomcats 
in a gunny sack, but the 
Supreme Court has served 
as a model of decorum. I 
can never remember read-
ing in history or through 

my years of life seeing 
members of the Supreme 
Court criticizing either the 
legislative or executive 
branches for all their foul-
ups. Yet, the other two 
branches pout and whine 
when they don’t ‘get their 
way’!

The Founding Fathers 
gave the citizens of our 
country the ultimate 
power of what direction 
our country will take: by 
casting your vote in all 
elections held. Not by 
demonstrating where ille-
gal, defacing/destroying 
public and private prop-

erty, threatening anyone, 
but simply stepping into 
the privacy of the voting 
booth and casting your 
ballot.

Maybe the executive 
and legislative members 
of our federal government 
should crawl out of the 
gunny sack and do the 
work they were elected to 
do. Spend more time in 
the Oval Office and Con-
gressional chambers ful-
filling their Constitutional 
responsibilities and less 
time running around like 
chickens with their heads 
cut off.

By Deb Seaberg
Detroit Lakes, Minn.

A pregnant 10-year-old 
girl from Ohio — yeah 
that’s right, 10 years old 
and pregnant because of 
being sexually abused 
— couldn’t get an abor-
tion in Ohio because she 
was three days past the 
6-week limit set in Ohio.

Thankfully caring peo-

ple took her to Indiana 
where, for now, she was 
able to have an abortion. 
Now, I know the pro-lif-
ers — also known as force 
birthers — are thinking 
she should have been on 
birth control. She should 
have kept her legs shut. 
She could have said no. 
She asked for it.

A few legislators’ 
remarks: “Just lay back 

and enjoy it,” “You play 
and you pay for it,” and 
“A child is a gift from 
God.” So, a child having a 
child is a gift?

Let me repeat — 10 
years old and pregnant!

Pro-lifers care up to the 
second of birth. That’s it.

Me? I do believe that 
what comes around goes 
around.

By Chester Rorvig
St. Cloud, Minn.

Something is wrong with 
the Minnesota Legisla-
ture. Sitting on a $7 bil-
lion projected surplus for 
the biennium ending next 
June 30, they still failed to 
deliver tax relief to Minne-
sotans. The 2022 legisla-
tive session ran from Jan. 
31 to May 23. Yet, these 
legislators say they ran 
out of time to accomplish 
tax cuts, and to address 
infrastructure bonding, 
transportation needs, and 
increased crime. Just how 
much time do they need 
to finish the job? It may be 
prudent to not use all this 
projected surplus until it 
is “in the bank,” but cer-
tainly some tax cuts are 
available now.

Inherent to this prob-
lem is the politicizing of 
issues, with strict party 
loyalty. Caucus leaders 
fail to negotiate, compro-
mise, and come together. 
Rank and file legislators 
sit by, let this happen, and 
adjourn without complet-
ing their work.

With rising inflation, 
Minnesotans need tax 
relief that the state can 
afford, given this surplus 
projection. But now, these 
legislators go home and 
forget that they failed their 
constituents. They contin-
ue to collect a salary of 
over $4,000 a month, with 
state-funded health insur-
ance and pension contri-
butions. Some even get 
year-round housing in the 
metro area. If they per-

form legislative business 
between sessions, they can 
claim per diems. Who are 
they serving, themselves 
or Minnesotans?

Too much time is wasted 
during the session postur-
ing, clinging to partisan 
bills that will not be sup-
ported by the other party. 
Then, in the proverbial 11th 
hour, some effort is made 
to reach agreement. Too 
little, too late! Negotiations 
for compromise need to 
occur much earlier, rather 
than later, in the legisla-
tive session. In a relatively 
evenly divided legislature, 
neither party should think 
they have a clear mandate 
from the voters to get their 
way. Minnesotans deserve 
better from their legisla-
tors!

By Paul H. Gleye
Fargo

It is excellent that Hec-
tor International Airport 
in Fargo is working on 
expansion plans. As part 
of that work, I hope they 
will take a close look at the 
overall architectural design 
of the terminal building.

Many people receive 
their first impression of 
Fargo at the airport, and 
the terminal building’s 
current design, with its 
drab colors and work-
a-day character, doesn’t 
do much to present the 
city in a positive light. In 
fact, the airport terminal’s 

blandness unfortunately 
supports the impression 
that Fargo is a place where 
people wouldn’t really 
want to go – until they 
arrive at our wonderful 
downtown, of course. The 
airport should represent 
Fargo as beautifully as our 

By Allyne Holz
Moorhead

In his July 2 opinion 
piece in The Forum, Scott 
Hennen wrote “The truth 
of the matter is – we are 
winning.”

This isn’t a competition. 

I don’t care if you belong to 
a party or are independent 
— this isn’t a competition.

I expect my president, 
senators and representa-
tives, regardless of their 
party, to work toward what 
is best for the American 
people and the world. That 

should keep all in govern-
ment so busy that they 
won’t have time to keep 
score of who is winning 
the game.

To all who wish to work 
toward winning in govern-
ment … well, that’s just 
un-American.

Children having children

Minnesotans deserve better

Hector International Airport should present Fargo better

Those who brag about ‘winning’ in politics are un-American

Our executive and legislative branches could learn a 
few things about decorum from the Supreme Court
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Government contacts
Here’s how you can contact 
government representatives in  
North Dakota and Minnesota.

Legislature ......................................(888) 635-3447

City of Fargo ..................................(701) 241-1310

City of West Fargo ......................(701) 433-5300

House ................................................(800) 657-3550

Senate ...............................................(651) 296-2887

City of Moorhead ........................(218) 299-5305

City of Dilworth ...........................(218) 287-2313

North Dakota

Minnesota
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LEOLA, S.D. — A law-

yer representing land-
owners in the path of a 
pipeline project says a 
South Dakota law that 
gives surveyors from 
the pipeline company 
access to private land is 
unconstitutional.

Brian Jorde of Nebras-
ka-based Domina Law 
filed a legal challenge 
on June 28, argu-
ing that a state statute 
cited by Summit Car-
bon Solutions in letters 
to landowners violates 
the South Dakota Con-
stitution as well as the 
14th Amendment to U.S. 
Constitution.

The filing seeks an 
injunction to keep rep-
resentatives from Sum-
mit from going on to 
land where the pipeline 
might run and asks for 
a trial and a ruling on 
the constitutionality of 
the law.

The filing was made 
in McPherson County 
in north-central South 
Dakota, where land-
owners have been vocal 
in their opposition to 
the Summit pipeline.

Summit Carbon Solu-
tion is an Iowa-based 
company behind a $4.5 
billion project to cap-
ture carbon dioxide 
emissions from ethanol 
plants in five states and 
pipe it to western North 
Dakota for underground 
storage. The main trunk 
of the hazardous mate-
rials pipeline would 
angle through east-
ern South Dakota, with 
about 475 miles of pipe-
line in total.

Summit filed for 
a permit to build the 

pipeline with the South 
Dakota Public Utilities 
Commission in Febru-
ary.

In letters to landown-
ers dated June 4, 2022, 
Summit references state 
law 21-35-31, which 
gives entities seeking 
such a permit access 
to property to survey 
it, even if the proper-
ty owners have refused 
access.

In some cases where 
the property is on a 
floodplain, Summit says 
it needs to do “deep 
testing,” using a back-
hoe to dig trenches up to 
10 feet long, 10 feet deep 
and 3 feet wide.

“This will allow 
archaeologists and cul-
tural resource special-
ists the ability to deter-
mine whether cultural 
materials are present. 
Once this deep testing 
survey work is complet-
ed, any trenches will 
be backfilled and the 
ground will be graded 
to near existing condi-
tions.”

Summit’s letter says it 
has obtained a bond to 
compensate landowners 
for any property dam-
age, as is required by 
law.

The law also requires 
a 30-day notice to land-
owners before entering 
the property.

Summit provided the 
following statement 
from John Satterfield, 
director of regulatory 
affairs, in response to 
the filing:

“Summit Carbon 
Solutions continues to 
work closely with land-
owners across the Mid-
west to create a mutual-
ly beneficial partnership 

built around voluntary 
survey permissions and 
easements. In South 
Dakota, the company 
has secured nearly 350 
miles of voluntary sur-
vey permissions and has 
signed over 115 miles of 
voluntary easements.

“While Summit Car-
bon Solutions doesn’t 
comment on current 
litigation, we think it’s 
important to highlight 
the need and role sur-
veys play. Surveys are 
a critical aspect of the 
project and permit-
ting process. There are 
three types of surveys 
our team is conduct-

ing, each with specific 
objectives:

Environmental/
Biological — Study and 
minimize environmen-
tal impacts, including 
sensitive habitat and 
threatened and endan-

Cultural — Study 
and minimize impacts 
on historic and cultur-
al sites, including those 
important to tribes 
and Native American 
nations.

Civil/Construc-
tion Review — Verify 
land boundaries. Obtain 
critical information to 
ensure the safe con-

struction and operation 

“This project rep-
resents a nearly $800 
million investment in 
South Dakota that will 
open new economic 
opportunities for etha-
nol producers, strength-
en the marketplace for 
corn growers, and gen-
erate tens of millions 
of dollars in additional 
property taxes to help 
local communities sup-
port schools, hospitals, 
roads, and more. Sum-
mit Carbon Solutions 
will work, as we have 
over the past year, to 
help the state realize 

these significant and 
long-lasting benefits, 
while ensuring the proj-
ect is also safe for land-
owners, communities, 
and the environment.”

So far, Summit has 
only applied for per-
mits in Iowa and South 
Dakota, but asked for 
more time to finalize its 
route in South Dakota.

The project has gen-
erated an unprecedented 
response with the South 
Dakota PUC, with a 
record number of com-
ments and intervenors, 
with the vast majority 
stating their opposition 
to the project.

SD landowners in pipeline’s path challenge constitutionality of law

SIOUX FALLS — Two 
people are dead after a 
double shooting near 
Hartford on Saturday 
led Sioux Falls Police to 
shoot and kill a suspect 
in a northeastern Sioux 
Falls neighborhood 
early Sunday morning.

At approximately 9:30 
p.m. Saturday, author-
ities in Minnehaha 
County were called to a 
business near the inter-
section of 260th Street 
and 464th Avenue for a 
report of gunshots and a 
robbery.

According to Capt. 
Josh Phillips, deputies 
quickly arrived on scene 
to find two victims who 
had both sustained gun-
shot wounds. Life-sav-
ing measures were per-
formed on both victims 
before they were trans-
ported to a Sioux Falls 
hospital.

As one victim, a 
45-year-old Colton 
man, received medi-
cal treatment, he was 
able to provide author-
ities with the identity 
of the alleged shoot-

er: 57-year-old Glenn 
Nisich, of Sioux Falls.

The other victim, a 
60-year-old Hartford 
man, died at the hospi-
tal from the injuries he 
sustained in the shoot-
ing. The 45-year-old 
Colton man was in crit-
ical, but stable condition 
late Sunday morning, 
according to Phillips.

As investigators 
worked the scene of the 
shooting near Hartford, 
deputies with the Min-
nehaha County Sher-
iff’s Office made con-
tact with the Sioux Falls 
Police Department and 
obtained a warrant for 
Nisich’s residence in the 
1800 block of East 29th 
Street North, in north-
eastern Sioux Falls — 
roughly 14 miles east of 
the scene of the shoot-
ing.

“The Minnehaha 
County Sheriff’s Office 
works closely with 
the Sioux Falls Police 
Department, so that’s 
obviously on our radar. 
Understanding that the 
alleged suspect was in 
the Sioux Falls area, 
the Minnehaha County 
Sheriff’s Office obtained 

a search warrant … 
and turned it over to 
the Sioux Falls Police 
Department for ser-
vice,” said Sioux Falls 
Police Chief Jon Thum. 
“We immediately, given 
the severity of what 
had occurred, partnered 
with the Minnehaha 
County Sheriff’s Office 
SWAT team, as well, and 
the Sioux Falls Police 
Department SWAT team 
arrived to serve that 
search warrant.”

As authorities execut-
ed the search warrant 
at approximately 4 a.m. 
Sunday, a perimeter was 
established and crisis 
negotiation units made 
contact with Nisich over 
the phone.

“[Nisich] quickly 
specified that he had no 
intentions of allowing 
us to serve that warrant, 
and that he was not 
interested in a peace-
ful resolution in this 
event,” Thum said. “We 
continued to speak with 
him through our negoti-
ators, at which point he 
did acknowledge to us 
his involvement in the 
incident in Hartford and 
provide some details to 

our negotiators.”
Through the use of a 

drone, authorities say 
they determined Nisich 
was sitting in front of 
his home with a hand-
gun, awaiting police 
arrival.

“Shortly after 6 [a.m.] 
… he did fire his gun 
in the direction of the 
neighborhood and in 
the direction of offi-
cers on scene and in the 
direction of our drone,” 
Thum said. “A Sioux 
Falls Police Department 
SWAT sniper returned 
fire, striking Mr. Nisich. 
Shortly thereafter, we 
were able to render aid 
and he was declared 
deceased on scene.”

As is standard pro-
cedure, Thum said, the 
scene was secured by 
police and turned over 
to the South Dako-
ta Division of Crimi-
nal Investigation (DCI), 
a state agency tasked 
with investigating offi-
cer-involved shootings.

In a Sunday morn-
ing press conference 
at the Sioux Falls Law 
Enforcement Center, 
which serves as home to 
both the police depart-

ment and the sher-
iff’s office, Phillips and 
Thum answered what 
questions they could, 
but noted many details 
cannot be released until 
the DCI completes their 
investigation.

Phillips said despite 
the initial report to law 
enforcement that the 
shooting was a robbery, 
he didn’t have enough 
detail to confident-
ly call the initial inci-
dent a robbery. He did 
note, however, that the 
incident took place at 
a business, but did not 
disclose if the shooting 
was business-related 
or drug-related. Thum 
added that authorities 
believe the three people 
involved are not related.

Thum also noted 
there’s no count avail-
able as to how many 
shots were fired by 
police or Nisich, and did 
not answer questions on 
whether less-lethal tac-
tics were used to subdue 
Nisich before a marks-
man fired the fatal bul-
let.

“We desire peace-
ful resolutions in these 
types of situations. 

That’s why we roll out 
the SWAT team, the cri-
sis negotiators with the 
SWAT team, that’s why 
we bring in the elements 
that we can so we can 
open lines of commu-
nication and give people 
time,” Thum concluded. 
“Ultimately, we respond 
to people’s actions. It’s 
tragic because there’s a 
lot of loss of life in this 
whole situation. … We 
desire people to partici-
pate in the criminal jus-
tice system, but again, 
we understand that 
that’s not the reality 
sometimes and we have 
to respond to actions.”

Sunday’s shooting 
marks the sixth offi-
cer-involved shooting in 
the state, and the third 
involving the Sioux Falls 
Police Department, this 
year.

According to the web-
site for the Office of 
the Attorney General, 
all 53 officer-involved 
shooting investigations 
in South Dakota have 
been deemed justi-
fied — though two May 
shootings in Rapid City 
and Sioux Falls are still 
under investigation.

ST. CLOUD, Minn. — 
An extensive, three-day 
search along the Mis-
sissippi River in Stearns 
County has not yielded any 
sign of missing 6-year-
old Elle Ragin, of North-
field, Minnesota.

The Stearns County 
Sheriff’s Office is asking 
the public to help out. It 
issued a request on Thurs-
day for people living along 
or recreating on the Mis-
sissippi River from the 
Mississippi River County 
Park in northeastern Stea-
rns County to the Sartell 

Dam to mon-
itor the river 
area over the 
next few days.

A n y o n e 
seeing items 
along the 
shoreline that 
related to this 
investigation 

should immediately con-
tact the Stearns or Benton 
County Sheriff’s Offices.

Police have been search-
ing for Ragin since her 
mother, Lisa Wade, 39, was 
found dead by an apparent 
suicide on July 2 in her 
Northfield home.

The Northfield Police 
Department asked the 
Stearns County Sheriff’s 
Office on July 3 to assist 
in searching the Missis-
sippi River park in north-
eastern Stearns County. 
After an extensive search, 
items received at the park 
led the Sheriff’s Office to 
believe it is possible that 
at one point the young girl 
may have been at the park, 
according to the Sheriff’s 
Office.

The three-day search 
that followed included 
more than 100 volunteers 
on foot, several K-9 units, 

water patrol with side scan 
sonar, UAVs, the Minneso-
ta State Patrol helicopter 
and the Stearns-Benton 
County Sheriff Dive Team.

The investigation and 
search is continuing. 
Anyone with information 
related to it can contact the 
Stearns County Sheriff’s 
Office at 320-251-4240 
or the Northfield Police 
Department at 507-663-
9302.

The Mississippi River 
Park was closed during the 
three-day search but is 
now open to the public.

Sioux Falls SWAT sniper shoots, kills suspect
Suspect was wanted in connection to fatal shooting in Hartford

Contributed / Summit Carbon Solutions

Stearns sheriff asks public for help in search for girl

Ragin

BRIEFS

Stabbing reported  
in south Fargo

FARGO — One person suffered a 
stab wound in a disturbance in the 
1000 block of Page Drive in south 
Fargo around 6:15 p.m. Wednesday,
July 6.

Fargo police said the injuries sus-
tained were not life-threatening
and the individual was transferred 
to a local hospital.

The two involved in the incident 
knew each other, police said, and 
both were interviewed by police.

The investigation is ongoing, and 
no additional details were immedi-
ately available.

Forum staff report
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DOW JONES
31,037.7 +69.86

CRUDE OIL
98.130 –1.37

EURO
1.018 –0.01

GOLD
1,737.2 –26.70

NASDAQ
11,361.9 +39.61

30-YR T-BOND
2.598 +0.04

S&P 500
3,845.1 +13.69

6-MO T-BILL
2.934 +0.12

STOCK (TICKER) CLOSE CHG% VOL

MOST ACTIVE CLOSE CHG% VOL(M)

STOCK (TICKER) CLOSE CHG% VOL

GAINERS CLOSE CHG% VOL(M)

LOSERS CLOSE CHG% VOL(M)

Kohl’s Corpo (KSS) 27.37 -6.94 6.449M
Lowe’s Compa (LOW) 179.06 -0.46 2.178M
ManpowerGrou (MAN) 78.42 +0.84 641,696
Marsh & McLe (MMC) 157.62 +0.91 1.621M
MasTec, Inc. (MTZ) 70.87 -1.30 760,769
Mastercard I (MA) 320.17 +0.29 2.219M
McDonald’s C (MCD) 251.46 -0.33 1.946M
MDU Resource (MDU) 26.83 +1.13 1.748M
Medtronic pl (MDT) 89.62 -0.96 8.062M
Merck & Co., (MRK) 93.13 +0.53 8.121M
Mercury Gene (MCY) 44.91 +0.97 733,620
Meta Platfor (META) 169.77 +0.94 23.052M
Microsoft Co (MSFT) 266.21 +1.28 23.799M
Netflix, Inc (NFLX) 184.06 -0.98 5.567M
NI Holdings, (NODK) 17.44 +0.06 15,327
Nokia Oyj (NOK) 4.5600 +0.22 27.751M
Otter Tail C (OTTR) 67.65 +2.05 164,219
Owens & Mino (OMI) 31.81 -2.57 527,386
PepsiCo, Inc (PEP) 170.70 +1.00 4.205M
Pfizer Inc. (PFE) 52.75 +2.15 18.224M
Plains All A (PAA) 9.59 -0.93 4.966M
Polaris Inc. (PII) 108.47 +0.57 798,633
Quanta Servi (PWR) 126.29 -0.75 1.048M
Roku, Inc. (ROKU) 88.53 -3.83 6.302M
Shopify Inc. (SHOP) 33.04 -2.82 25.195M
Silvergate C (SI) 60.95 +1.03 1.409M
Sirius XM Ho (SIRI) 6.19 -0.48 10.183M
Snap-on Inco (SNA) 198.66 -0.02 219,303
Starbucks Co (SBUX) 78.86 -0.83 4.65M
Sun Life Fin (SLF) 44.58 -0.71 731,145
Sysco Corpor (SYY) 84.82 -0.45 3.26M
Target Corpo (TGT) 144.81 -0.62 2.765M
Tesla, Inc. (TSLA) 695.20 -0.57 23.502M
The Procter  (PG) 146.05 +0.93 5.485M
The Sherwin- (SHW) 242.74 +0.21 1.818M
The Toro Com (TTC) 78.80 -0.08 564,990
The Williams (WMB) 29.72 -1.46 9.154M
Titan Machin (TITN) 21.68 -2.34 128,563
Tri-Continen (TY) 26.68 +0.79 46,550
U.S. Bancorp (USB) 46.50 +0.09 5.701M
Unisys Corpo (UIS) 12.83 +0.86 208,207
United Parce (UPS) 185.17 +0.29 2.005M
United State (X) 17.05 +0.18 14.502M
Verizon Comm (VZ) 51.51 +0.18 13.131M
Vodafone Gro (VOD) 15.22 -1.04 4.244M
Walgreens Bo (WBA) 37.78 -1.90 5.951M
Walmart Inc. (WMT) 125.13 +0.71 6.294M
Waste Manage (WM) 154.56 +1.89 1.608M
Wayfair Inc. (W) 52.22 -2.72 3.765M
WEC Energy G (WEC) 101.26 +2.43 1.515M
Wells Fargo  (WFC) 39.50 -1.50 17.011M
WEX Inc. (WEX) 155.06 -0.51 412,563
Xcel Energy  (XEL) 71.01 +1.60 2.915M
Xerox Holdin (XRX) 13.69 -2.07 2.527M
Zoom Video C (ZM) 117.06 -2.79 4.183M
 (KSU) - - -
Meta Platfor (FB) 196.64 +0.51 22.267M

LOCAL STOCKS

US STOCKS

GO TO WWW.INFORUM.COM/BUSINESS FOR EXPANDED LISTINGS

INTEREST RATES

METALS FUELS

RATE THIS WK 1MO AGO 1YR AGO

Infographics designed and produced by Custom Flow Solutions, LLC

 LAST 1 DAY VOLUME  LAST 1 DAY VOLUME

Commodity Futures

 OPEN HIGH LOW SETTLE CHG.  OPEN HIGH LOW SETTLE CHG.

CORN 5,000bu minimum - cent/bushel LUMBER $/1000 BF

SOYBEANS 5,000bu min - cent/bushel SOYBEAN MEAL 40,000 lbs. - cent/lb

OATS 5,000 bu min.. - cent/bushel.

MINNEAPOLIS GRAIN 5,000 bu. - ¢/bushel.

WHEAT 5,000bu min - cent/bushel FEEDER CATTLE 50,000 lbs. - cent/lb.

LIVE CATTLE 40,000 lbs. - cent/lb.

HOGS 40,000 lbs. - cent/lb.

Minneapolis Hard Red Spring Wheat

TREASURIES YEST CHG% WK% MO% TR%

Jul 746 761 726 744¼ 8.25

Sep 595¼ 601½ 582 599¾ 7.50

Dec 582 586¼ 566½ 585 6.50

Mar 588½ 592¾ 573¼ 591¼ 6.25

May 593¾ 596½ 578 595 5.75

Jul 590¾ 595¾ 578 594½ 5.50

Yest. sales: 1,545; Open interest: 5,164

Jul 1583 1596¼ 1560 1580¼ 5.00

Aug 1447 1461½ 1424¼ 1446½ 7.25

Sep 1346¼ 1358¼ 1321¼ 1341 4.00

Nov 1326½ 1340 1302½ 1322¾ 6.75

Jan 1332¾ 1345¼ 1307½ 1327¼ 5.25

Mar 1327½ 1342½ 1305½ 1322¼ 2.25

Yest. sales: 1,948; Open interest: 3,465

Jul 791 816½ 779 792¼ -1.50

Sep 807 838½ 785¼ 804½ -2.50

Dec 824 854½ 802¼ 821½ -2.50

Mar 839¾ 866½ 817¾ 837 -2.25

May 849 875½ 825½ 843½ -4.25

Jul 835½ 864 813½ 830¾ -7.50

Yest. sales: 384; Open interest: 395

Jul 660 682.60 650 657 -6.30

Sep 631.60 686.30 627½ 669.70 32.40

Nov 646½ 669.70 646 655.80 20.60

Jan 670 670 670 670 0.00

May — — — 705.10 0.00

Jul — — — — 

-694.50

Jul 457.80 464.30 457 462.60 9.80

Aug 412.90 420.30 411.20 415.60 5.20

Sep 391 396.70 388.20 391.20 1.90

Oct 378.90 384.90 376.10 379.30 2.20

Dec 379.70 385.40 376½ 379½ 1.90

Jan 380.20 385.20 376.80 379.40 1.20

Yest. sales: 601; Open interest: 1,930

Aug 173.23 173.90 172.08 173.30 0.60

Sep 176.63 177.43 175.53 177.08 0.98

Oct 179.30 180.60 178.58 180.38 1.40

Nov 181.10 182¾ 180.85 182.58 1.48

Jan 181.20 182.88 181.20 182.78 1.38

Mar 182.65 183.98 182.63 183.98 1.23

Yest. sales: 7,392; Open interest: 21,515

Aug 133.80 134.98 133.05 134½ 1.58

Oct 139.13 140.48 138.80 139.95 1.48

Dec 144½ 145.73 144.20 145.35 1.30

Feb 149.48 150.23 148.90 150 1.15

Apr 152.68 153.45 152¼ 153.32 1.08

Jun 147.53 148.40 147.32 148.15 0.88

Yest. sales: 21,702; Open interest: 107,578

Jul 672 676½ 663¾ 666½ 12.50

Sep 465¾ 477¾ 457 462¼ -1.25

Dec 444 458 429 433¾ -13.00

Mar 436 439 436 422½ -14.25

May — — — 415½ -14.25

Jul 427 427 427 412¼ -14.25

Yest. sales: 11; Open interest: 25

Sep 890½ 912½ 870½ 886¼ -3.75

Dec 911 930 886 902¼ -4.50

Mar 925 935 899¾ 915½ -5.50

May 928 942¾ 908¾ 926 -4.00

Jul 932 945¼ 914 928¾ -6.25

Sep 912 914 880 898 -15.75

Yest. sales: 9,137; Open interest: 0

Jul 112.78 114.43 112.38 113.15 1.00

Aug 107.40 109.95 107.03 109.20 3.25

Oct 90.48 92.45 90.23 92.23 2.83

Dec 83½ 84.33 83.20 84.13 1.33

Feb 86¾ 87.28 86.20 86.63 0.28

Apr 90.05 90.70 89.30 89.68 -0.18

Yest. sales: 7,637; Open interest: 12,334

3M Company (MMM) 129.84 +0.49 3.031M
Adobe Inc. (ADBE) 382.83 +1.68 2.284M
Agilent Tech (A) 121.18 +0.51 1.642M
Alerus Finan (ALRS) 23.60 -0.84 20,774
Alphabet Inc (GOOG) 2,304.27 +1.16 1.441M
Amazon.com,  (AMZN) 114.33 +0.73 63.194M
American Exp (AXP) 138.15 -1.07 4.401M
Ameriprise F (AMP) 233.57 -0.74 780,241
Apple Inc. (AAPL) 142.92 +0.96 73.899M
Archer-Danie (ADM) 72.22 -0.22 2.843M
AT&T Inc. (T) 21.09 -0.38 23.75M
Autodesk, In (ADSK) 176.73 -0.10 1.028M
AutoZone, In (AZO) 2,167.54 +1.27 160,385
Best Buy Co. (BBY) 68.52 -2.09 2.646M
Beyond Meat, (BYND) 29.03 +6.03 3.556M
Black Hills  (BKH) 72.36 +1.36 217,296
BP p.l.c. (BP) 26.72 -1.58 13.741M
BP Prudhoe B (BPT) 19.14 -4.30 625,112
Canadian Pac (CP) 71.65 +1.42 3.215M
Casey’s Gene (CASY) 193.86 +2.81 551,044
Caterpillar  (CAT) 172.31 -0.83 3.19M
Cedar Fair,  (FUN) 46.66 -1.10 201,227
Chevron Corp (CVX) 140.78 -1.32 12.41M
Chipotle Mex (CMG) 1,342.33 -1.50 166,863
Cisco System (CSCO) 42.69 +1.74 17.243M
Citigroup In (C) 46.15 -0.99 14.927M
CNH Industri (CNHI) 10.91 -1.89 3.512M
Conagra Bran (CAG) 34.79 +1.22 4.511M
CVS Health C (CVS) 93.19 +0.71 3.146M
Daktronics,  (DAKT) 2.8300 -2.41 133,183
Deere & Comp (DE) 289.14 -1.02 2.083M
Diebold Nixd (DBD) 2.3000 -1.71 1.939M
Dine Brands  (DIN) 67.18 -3.09 123,729
Donaldson Co (DCI) 48.48 +0.12 546,670
Dow Inc. (DOW) 51.18 +0.89 5.654M
Ecolab Inc. (ECL) 159.39 +0.87 1.742M
Evergy, Inc. (EVRG) 64.96 +1.48 979,476
Exxon Mobil  (XOM) 83.28 -1.80 33.359M
FedEx Corpor (FDX) 227.72 -0.82 1.444M
Ford Motor C (F) 11.06 -1.25 70.941M
Gartner, Inc (IT) 241.77 +0.23 349,280
General Elec (GE) 61.57 -0.74 4.89M
General Mill (GIS) 76.22 +1.42 5.939M
GlassBridge  (GLAE) 10.00 0.00 2
H.B. Fuller  (FUL) 59.62 -0.15 490,538
Honeywell In (HON) 173.21 +0.65 2.014M
Hormel Foods (HRL) 48.02 +0.88 1.603M
HubSpot, Inc (HUBS) 320.11 -2.84 663,066
Internationa (IBM) 138.08 +0.33 3.232M
Internationa (IGT) 18.70 -4.74 1.176M
Intuit Inc. (INTU) 404.91 +1.17 1.311M
Johnson & Jo (JNJ) 178.30 +0.09 5.335M
Johnson Cont (JCI) 47.82 -0.66 3.819M
JPMorgan Cha (JPM) 111.89 -0.65 8.713M
Kellogg Comp (K) 72.75 +0.66 2.072M
Kennametal I (KMT) 23.06 -1.33 652,435
Kimco Realty (KIM) 19.91 -0.99 3.921M

Advanced Mic (AMD) 75.35 +0.20 84.7
Apple Inc. (AAPL) 142.92 +0.96 73.8
Ford Motor C (F) 11.06 -1.25 70.9
Amazon.com,  (AMZN) 114.33 +0.73 63.1
Southwestern (SWN) 5.86 -1.01 57.5
NIO Inc. (NIO) 20.83 -6.09 58.4
Palantir Tec (PLTR) 9.80 -2.68 54.4
Itaú Unibanc (ITUB) 4.1300 -1.43 52.9
NVIDIA Corpo (NVDA) 151.30 +1.11 52.2
Carnival Cor (CCL) 8.74 -6.82 51.9
Energy Trans (ET) 9.54 -3.44 39.0
Rivian Autom (RIVN) 29.66 +10.42 36.6
Ambev S.A. (ABEV) 2.5900 +1.17 35.8
Bank of Amer (BAC) 30.98 -0.83 35.8
Grab Holding (GRAB) 2.5200 -7.01 33.8
Roblox Corpo (RBLX) 37.95 -5.10 33.5
Ginkgo Biowo (DNA) 2.9900 +10.74 33.4
Exxon Mobil  (XOM) 83.28 -1.80 33.3
Freeport-McM (FCX) 27.38 +0.44 33.1
Norwegian Cr (NCLH) 11.27 -9.55 32.0

Futu Holding (FUTU) 49.90 -11.02 4.4
KE Holdings  (BEKE) 15.97 -10.08 15.8
Zai Lab Limi (ZLAB) 37.24 -10.07 596,838
CaixaBank, S (CAIXY) 0.9200 -9.80 356,234
RingCentral, (RNG) 55.36 -9.73 3.1
RLX Technolo (RLX) 1.8600 -9.71 10.9
Norwegian Cr (NCLH) 11.27 -9.55 32.0
Kinsale Capi (KNSL) 221.87 -8.87 159,120
360 DigiTech (QFIN) 16.00 -8.57 850,208

Just Eat Tak (JTKWY) 3.2000 +13.76 2.0
Just Eat Tak (TKAYF) 16.10 +13.22 25,852
Ginkgo Biowo (DNA) 2.9900 +10.74 33.4
Rivian Autom (RIVN) 29.66 +10.42 36.6
Electricité  (ECIFY) 1.7400 +9.43 581,732
Rakuten Grou (RKUNF) 4.8300 +8.39 126,573
MINISO Group (MNSO) 7.78 +7.31 2.2
Eisai Co., L (ESALY) 45.84 +6.68 45,575
Sembcorp Mar (SMBMF) 0.0848 +6.67 105,500

3 months T-bill 1.8819 -0.53 7.11 49.83 3450.75

6 months T-bill 2.5984 +1.62 3.32 48.99 4540.00

52-week T-bill 2.8126 +2.20 -1.24 27.50 4036.18

2-year T-note 2.9957 +6.38 -1.54 9.55 1273.54

5-year T-note 2.9797 +5.78 -5.09 -0.36 279.48

10-year T-note 2.934 +4.36 -4.97 -1.51 121.79

30-year T-Bond 3.127 +3.11 -2.74 -0.13 60.99

 4.75 4.00 3.25

 1.75 1.00 0.25

Prime Rate

Fed Fund Rate

Gold (oz) 1,734.9 –26.90 1,719
Silver (oz) 19.09 +0.03 155
Platinum (oz) 847.80 –9.00 11
Copper (lb) 3.42 –0.01 382
Palladium (oz) 1,896.3 –22.50 1,114

Crude Oil 98.53 –0.97 437,532
Ethanol 2.16 unch. 0
Heating 3.41 –0.19 52,289
Natural Gas 5.51 –0.01 72,720
Unleaded Gas 3.24 –0.09 44,107

Photos by David Samson/ The Forum
Ben Hanning inspects a vehicle at Fix It Forward Auto Care in West Fargo on Friday.

Fix It Forward opens in West Fargo,
giving it a third F-M metro location

By Helmut Schmidt
The Forum

West Fargo 

Fix It Forward Auto 
Care, an auto repair 
business that 

prides itself not only 
on doing good work, 
but supporting good 
works, has opened a 
third Fargo-Moorhead 
location by Menards in 
West Fargo.

The shop at 1224 13th 
Ave. E, was formerly 
13th Avenue Auto Repair. 
It officially opened 
under the Fix It Forward 
banner on Friday, July 1, 
said Matthew Carlson, 
who co-owns Fix It 
Forward with his wife, 
Kristi.

“Our goal is to 
continue to grow our 
shops,” Carlson said 
Friday. “We thought 
West Fargo would be a 
great addition.”

Fix It Forward has two 
other shops, the original 
location at 2620 2nd 
Ave. N., Moorhead, and 
a south Fargo location, 
which opened in 
November 2020 at 6219 
52nd Ave. S.

The newest shop has 
eight service bays. Fix 
It Forward hired the 
technicians from 13th 
Avenue Auto Repair.

Fix It Forward helps 
support the work of the 
Fix It Forward Ministry.

Fix It Forward 
Ministry provides 
no-cost car repairs and 
fixes donated vehicles 
to give to community 
residents in need. The 

ministry is financed 
through charitable 
donations and uses 
volunteer labor and 
discounted parts.

Fix It Forward 
Ministry works with 
more than 40 social 
service agencies and 
organizations in the 
Fargo-Moorhead area. 
People who need auto 
repairs must first 
contact case managers 
from those groups to 
arrange for help from 
Fix It Forward.

“They have clients 
that need cars repaired 
but can’t afford it,” 
Carlson told The Forum 
at the time of the 

south Fargo shop’s 
opening. “Without 
transportation, you 
can’t get a job. Without 
a job, you can’t be self-
sufficient.”

Fix It Forward 
ministry to date has 
donated about 365 
vehicles to people in 
need, and repaired more 
than 700, Carlson said.

“Our goal is to 
actually give away 1,000 
cars by 2026,” Carlson 
said. “In order to do 
that, we just need to 
expand our base” of 
auto shops.

“The big thing is, 
we’re all about our 
nonprofit side. This 

enables us to continue 
to grow our nonprofit,” 
Carlson said.

Matthew Carlson 
and Jeremy Jensen 
founded the nonprofit 
Fix It Forward Ministry 
(formerly Higher Power 
Auto Ministries) in 2015. 
They opened the first 
Fix It Forward Auto Care 
shop three years later in 
Moorhead.

For more information 
on Fix It Forward, visit 
FixItForwardAutoCare.
com.
Readers can reach Forum reporter 

Helmut Schmidt at (701) 241-
5583 or by email at hschmidt@

forumcomm.com.

Co-owner Matthew Carlson is seen Friday in the new Fix It Forward Auto Care 
location at 1224 13th Ave. E. in West Fargo.

Fix It Forward Auto Care has opened its third location in the metro area.
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to rob an unidentified 17-year-
old. Carruthers and Johnson 
knew the 17-year-old sold 
marijuana, court documents 
alleged.

A federal indictment did not 
detail what happened before 
the shooting on March 22, 
2021, in a West Fargo neigh-
borhood near 36th Avenue 
West and Parkway Drive. Fed-
eral Judge Peter Welte noted 
that a presentence investiga-
tion report described John-
son’s version of the events.

Johnson claimed he and 
Carruthers got into the car 
to smoke marijuana with the 
17-year-old before an argu-
ment broke out. Johnson said 

Carruthers and the 17-year-
old drew their guns, but John-
son asserted he didn’t know 
who shot first.

Court documents filed in 
Cass County District Court 
alleged Johnson and Car-
ruthers got out of the vehi-
cle before Carruthers fired his 
gun. The 17-year-old driv-
er fired back, and that bullet 
went through a nearby house, 
hitting the 6-year-old in the 
head, court documents said.

The boy, who was in his 
bed participating remotely in 
a Bible study, survived the 
shooting but had to go through 
multiple surgeries and proce-
dures, his parents said. The 
shooting has left the boy with 
a brain injury and a scar on his 
head, his parents said.

Frey said his 6-year-old 
son has a passion for football. 
While the boy can play a mod-

ified version of the sport, he 
can never play contact sports, 
the family said.

“The opportunity to pursue 
his biggest passion has been 
taken away,” the father said.

One of the bullets went into 
the room of boy’s 14-year-old 
sister, but it hit a bed leg and 
not her, the family said. The 
girl wrote a poem describing 
the shooting, including the 
sound of six shots being fired 
and her begging God to save 
her brother, the parents said.

Johnson apologized to the 
family, saying he didn’t mean 
for this to happen to the boy. 
He asked for leniency.

“I’m not a criminal,” John-
son said. “I made a bad deci-
sion.”

His attorney, Tatum O’Brien, 
asked for 78 months behind 
bars, lower than the guidelines 
of 135 to 168 months. Johnson 

feels terrible about the boy’s 
injuries, O’Brien said. He also 
grew up in Chicago with a dad 
who was part of a gang, she 
said.

“He grew up with a real 
tough situation,” O’Brien 
said.

Prosecutor Richard Lee 
requested 135 months in pris-
on for Johnson, saying the 
shooting is an escalation 
of Johnson’s history that 
involves robbery and gun-re-
lated crimes.

The boy’s parents said they 
forgive those involved in the 
shooting. Welte acknowl-
edged the forgiveness but 
noted that people have to be 
held accountable for their 
actions. That’s why he sen-
tenced Johnson to 142 months 
in prison, Welte said.

“This case is tragic, but 
it could have been far more 

tragic,” the judge said.
Welte ruled that Johnson

had not accepted responsibili-
ty for his actions, which would 
have allowed for a lighter
sentence. The presentencing
investigation found Johnson
tried to minimize the shooting 
by saying he didn’t plan to rob 
the 17-year-old.

Welte also ruled that John-
son should not be considered a 
minor participant in the rob-
bery, despite not shooting a 
weapon or having a gun on 
him.

Carruthers was sentenced in 
February to 10 years in prison. 
Johnson and Carruthers will 
each have to pay more than
$62,000 in restitution.

Readers can reach Forum reporter 
April Baumgarten at 701-241-5417 or 

abaumgarten@forumcomm.com. Follow 
her on Twitter @aprilbaumsaway.

After doctors were able to save 
Nguyen’s life, he provided police with 
a much clearer picture from his hos-
pital bed.

He said he and Lovaas were drink-
ing for hours around a fire at Lovaas’ 
home and that Lovaas became 
extremely drunk.

“He was like acting like an idiot. 
I’m trying to put him to bed,” Nguy-
en told the detective.

He said that turned into a brawl 
inside the bedroom. Nguyen told 
the detective he started using UFC 
fight moves. Lovaas then pulled out a 
gun and demanded Nguyen leave the 
home, Nguyen said, adding he tried 
to grab the gun.

“Grabbed it like this and stuff 
(inaudible) knock it down,” Nguyen 
told the detective.

“Did you get your hand on the gun 
at all?” the detective asked.

“No, he shot me right away because
I missed,” Nguyen said.

After comparing Lovaas’ 911 call 
with Nguyen’s bedside interview, 
prosecutors determined they would 
not be able to disprove a self-defense 
claim and opted not to charge Lovaas.
He was initially detained for attempt-
ed murder and was in Cass County 
Jail for less than 24 hours.

“This was a mutual fight, and there 
was a substantial self-defense claim 
here,” said Assistant Cass County 
State’s Attorney Ryan Younggren.

“The most important thing in this 
case was the statement we got from 
the victim, and his statement real-
ly corroborated much of what the
suspect had said. And also, when
asked about self-defense, he had said 
‘I could see how this could be a 
self-defense case,’” Younggren said. 
“... Those kind of things we don’t 
often hear from people that are shot.”

While being questioned at the hos-
pital, Nguyen repeatedly asked the 
officer if he was going to be charged 
for attacking Lovaas. Prosecutors said 
he will not.

Capstone Classical 
Academy is affiliated 
with Hillsdale College, 
according to the acad-
emy’s website. The 

southern Michigan 
college will provide 
curriculum and annual 
training for Capstone’s 
faculty, staff and board 
members.

Readers can reach Forum 
reporter C.S. Hagen at 701-

241-5535 or at cshagen@
forumcomm.com.

right away — since the 
funds are set to be div-
vied up among those 
who apply and meet eli-
gibility terms. If all of 
the 901,000 applicants 
were deemed eligible, 
each could receive about 
$555.

“We want to make sure 
that people know that we 
are trying to get this out 
to you,” Walz said during 
a news conference at the 
Capitol. “It’s all hands 
on deck with our teams 
that are out there.”

The governor, front-
line workers and law-
makers involved in the 
legislation’s passage 
lauded the proposal and 
urged workers who’d not 
yet applied for the checks 
to apply at frontlinepay.
mn.gov, or to call 866-
333-7633 to get help 
with their application. 
They noted that Demo-
crats had supported a $1 
billion allocation to pro-
vide heftier front-line 
worker checks during the 
legislative session but 
ultimately, the divided 

Legislature struck a deal 
for half that.

“We all worked hard 
during this pandem-
ic to keep the state up 
and running, we all took 
risks without having 
protective equipment at 
the beginning and we 
all deserve to get paid,” 
Prisley Arredondo, a 
member of Minneapo-
lis-based union Centro 
de Trabajadores Unidos 
en la Lucha, said, not-
ing that the application 
took about 15 minutes to 
complete and is available 
in various languages. 
“We worked for this pay. 
And we want to encour-
age you to apply for it in 
the weeks that we have 
yet.”

They said that law-
makers could consider 
passing additional work-
er pay funds if the ini-
tial pool doesn’t stretch 
far enough to make a 
meaningful difference 
for applicants. That pro-
posal would have to pick 
up support from Repub-
licans in the Legislature 
who were initially hesi-
tant to approve the $500 
million fund earlier this 
year.

“We can always come 

back to this issue, based 
on changing circum-
stances,” Walz said. “We 
can continue to come 
back and do more.”

Workers have until 
July 22 to submit their 
applications, labor and 
industry officials said. 
From there, those who 
are ineligible will receive 
an email and can appeal 
during a 15-day window.

Once appeals are pro-
cessed, workers who will 
receive the checks will 
get a notification and 
will later get the funds 
sent to them.

Eligible employ-
ees would have had to 
work 120 hours between 
March 15, 2020, and June 
30, 2021, and not have 
drawn down unemploy-
ment benefits for more 
than 20 weeks.

There would also be an 
income cap of $85,000 
for individual filers who 
did not work directly 
with COVID-19 patients 
to be eligible. Those who 
worked with COVID-19 
patients could receive 
the checks if they make 
$175,000 or less a year.
Follow Dana Ferguson on Twitter @
bydanaferguson, call 651-290-0707 

or email dferguson@forumcomm.
com.
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By Andrew Haugland
The Forum

Fargo

When hits have been 
hard to come by 
all game, getting a 

stellar outing from the guys 
on the mound and playing 
flawless situational baseball, 
helps.

Fargo Post 2 cruised by the 
West Fargo Patriots 5-0, with 
five pitchers combining for 
the shutout, in a nine inning 
non-conference game on 
Thursday at Jack Williams 
Stadium.

Luke Rustad, the Post 2 
head coach, admitted his 
team’s bats could have been 
better, but was pleased with 
the performance.

“We did a good job of 
getting a lot of different 
pitchers in to get their 
work,” said Rustad. “I 
thought our defense was 
pretty solid. I would have 
liked to see us find a few 
more barrels with our bats, 
but I thought we got the hits 
when we needed them.”

Rustad said that coming 
off “The Pete” tournament 
and a holiday weekend. He 
wanted to implement a lot 
of guys into the game rather 
than just having them throw 
in the bullpen. Rustad said 
it was a solid outing but 
that there’s always room for 
improvement.

“I’m glad that they all 
pretty much threw strikes 
when they went out there,” 
said Rustad. “There’s a few 
things that we could clean up 
from some of our pitchers, 
but overall it was really 
good.”

Post 2 got the first pair 
of runs across the plate 
after some sloppy defense 
from the Patriots in the 
fourth inning. Fargo got 
back-to-back walks early 
in the inning and a uniform 
malfunction caused an error 
that allowed one run in and a 
passed ball added another.

“I don’t think we swung at 
a lot of bad pitches outside 
of the zone,” said Rustad. 
“When they weren’t around 
the plate, we did a good job 
of laying off and taking what 
they were giving us.”

Connor Holm’s 
performance led Post 2 
offensively going 2 for 3 with 
a two-run single in the sixth 
inning and a pair of walks. 
Holm said his team has been 
seeing the ball really well all 
season and everyone in the 
lineup is trying to set up the 
guy on deck.

“We just try to get on base 
anyway we can and create 
opportunities for the people 
in the line up behind us.” 
said Holm.

Charlie Kalbrener doubled 
to right center and later 
scored on a passed ball. 
Danny Boutain also singled 

By Jace Frederick
St. Paul Pioneer Press

He can defend. He can
rebound. He is the epitome 
of size.

There is so much about 
Rudy Gobert that fits like a 
glove in Minnesota’s roster.

The All-NBA center is a 
salve to their warts while 
providing no hindrance to 
their existing abilities. He’ll 
make defense easier for 
everyone — serving as a
catch-all on the back line 
should someone get beat on 
the perimeter, while tak-
ing on the game’s best post 
scorers on the interior.

On offense, he won’t
demand play calls but will 
serve as a consistent lob 
threat while getting oth-
ers easy looks through his 
screening, passing and grav-
ity around the rim.

“I think he’s the perfect 
fit at the perfect time for our 
organization,” Timberwolves 
coach Chris Finch proclaimed 
at Gobert’s introductory 
news conference Wednesday 
at Target Center.

That statement extends far 
beyond the on-court aes-
thetics.

Tim Connelly, the Timber-
wolves’ president of basket-
ball operations and the man 
who made the ultimate call 
on the trade, doesn’t hide
from the fact Minnesota gave 
up “a lot of draft capital”
in the deal. They don’t own 
their own first-round pick in 
an odd-year draft until 2031. 
But that was the cost of this 
type of massive swing.

It’s the biggest move of
Connelly’s career as a bas-
ketball boss, dating back to 
Denver. He acknowledged
such risks are scary to take. 
Roster management is an 
“inexact science.” There is 
no guarantee that this will all 
work out just how Minnesota 
envisions it.

Gobert stated his goal 
Wednesday to help Minne-
sota win a championship. He 
may well do just that. But 
that’s a mighty feat. Gobert 
is the main reason Utah won 
more regular-season games
than any other team in the 
league over the past four 
years. The Jazz never got a
ring to show for it. Cham-
pionship hunting is a fickle 
business.

A look at possible Wild draft choices
A few Minnesotans are possibilities

By Dane Mizutani
St. Paul Pioneer Press

ST. PAUL — Minnesota Wild 
director of amateur scouting 
Judd Brackett is thrilled that 
the 2022 NHL Draft will be 
conducted in person. Since 
joining the Wild in July 2020, 
smack dab in the middle of the 
pandemic, Brackett has yet to 
stand on stage during the first 
round of the summer spec-
tacle.

That will change Thursday 
night in Montreal.

With the Wild sitting on the 
No. 19 and No. 24 picks, Brack-
ett will run the draft board, 
and thus, likely will get a cou-
ple of chances to welcome a 
prospect to the organization.

“Overall, I think everyone 

did a great job dealing with a 
pandemic and continuing on,” 
Brackett said. “We’re really 
grateful for the leagues and 
everyone behind the scenes 
that really made it happen for 
these kids.”

The past couple of years 
have been extremely chal-
lenging for those in Brackett’s 
line of work. Whether it was 
various leagues shutting down 
completely, or travel restric-
tions making it difficult to see 
prospects in person, everyone 
had to adjust to a new normal.

“For us as a scouting staff, 
this past fall was the first time 
we had a chance to meet in 
person,” Brackett said. “Some 
of the guys I’d already spent a 
year working with before actu-

ally getting to meet them.”
Though the pandemic has 

undoubtedly impacted this 
draft class — most prospects 
lost a year of development 
when various leagues shut 
down — Brackett is excited 
about some of the untapped 
potential that’s out there.

“We’re cognizant of the 
missed time,” he said. “Maybe 
it’s physical changes where 
a player didn’t play a year in 
a league and didn’t have an 
offseason to think about, ‘Hey, 
this is what I need to do. I need 
to get stronger. I need to get 
quicker. I need to work on this 
specifically so that my game 
can take the next step.’ ”

Contributed / USA Hockey
Forward Jimmy Snuggerud, who committed to the Gophers while 
skating in USA Hockey’s National Team Development Program for 

2022 NHL Draft in July.

GOBERT: Page B3

WILD: Page B3

‘The 
perfect 
fit at the
perfect 
time’
Rudy Gobert is right 
man for the Wolves  
for so many reasons
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Fargo Post 2 pitchers roll in 
shutout win over West Fargo

in the inning, extending 
Post 2’s lead to 5-0. Both 
Kalbrener and Boutain were 
2 for 3 with a pair of walks.

Besides the dominant 
pitching, the team also 
performed masterfully in 
other areas of the game 
including working the 
counts, defensive play, and 
being aggressive on the base 
paths.

“We’ve been seeing the 
ball well all season and try 
to put it in play and get 
hits,” said Holm. “It’s huge 
when you have a team that 
goes out there and throws 
strikes and when you have a 
good defense behind them it 
really helps.”

West Fargo head coach, 
Jordan Rheault, said his 
team played well on the 

defensive side of the ball, 
but struggled at the plate.

“We just didn’t swing 
it,” said Reheault. “I liked 
how we competed on the 

defensive side, whether it 
was pitching or fielding. It’s 
a long process. The season 
is long, just get a little bit 
better each and every day.”

Photos by David Samson / The Forum
Fargo Post 2’s Zach LaMont pitches against West Fargo at Jack Williams Stadium on Wednesday.

West Fargo’s Casey Clemenson grimaces after having been 

play at Jack Williams Stadium on Wednesday.



RedHawks’  
offense shut down 
in late innings of 
loss to Goldeyes

FARGO — Far-
go-Moorhead this sea-
son has found a way to 
score late to win ball 
games. That was not the 
case Wednesday as four 
Winnipeg relievers shut 
down the RedHawks 
offense down the stretch 
and the Goldeyes came 
away with a 5-3 win 
before 2,732 at Newman 
Outdoor Field.

Winnipeg start-
er Alex Manasa went 
five innings, allowing 
three runs on six hits. 
The Goldeyes turned 
the game over to four 
relievers — winner 
Bryan Blanton, Tra-
vis Seabrooke, Erasmo 
Pinales and Tasker Stro-
bel — who all pitched 
an inning and limited 
the RedHawks to one hit. 
Strobel pitched the ninth 
for the save.

The Goldeyes took 
a 1-0 lead in the third 
on Reggie Pruitt’s solo 
home run, but the Red-
Hawks tied it in the 
bottom half when Evan 
Alexander tripled to lead 
off and scored on Chris-
tian Correa’s ground out.

F-M’s Manny Boscan 
hit a solo homer in the 
fourth, and after Winni-
peg scored twice in the 
fifth to retake the lead, 
the RedHawks’ Drew 
Ward tied it 3-3 with 
a solo home run in the 
sixth.

But with Winnipeg’s 
bullpen cruising, the 
Goldeyes took the lead 
in the seventh on Max 
Murphy’s RBI dou-
ble. They added insur-

ance in the eighth when 
Deon Stafford was hit by 
a pitch and eventually 
came around on a Red-
Hawks’ error.

The RedHawks and 
Goldeyes wrap up a 
three-game series at 
12:30 p.m. Thursday, 
July 7, at Newman.

Moorhead Blues 
hang on to win  
wild one against 
Fargo Post 400

MOORHEAD — The 
Moorhead Blues looked 
to have things sewn up 
early against Fargo Post 
400 on Wednesday but 
— late-inning fireworks 
later — the Blues had to 
hold on for a 20-17 win.

The Blues scored eight 
runs in the first inning, 
the last three coming 
on Justin Stalboerger’s 
three-run home run. 
The Blues scored two 
more in the second, the 
big blasts being Car-
ter Heinsch’s two-run 
home run and Tyden 
Bergeson’s two-run 
double.

But Post 400’s Chey-
ton Senn hit a grand 
slam and Easton Rerick 
hit a solo homer in the 
fifth, and Rerick capped 
a six-run sixth with a 
grand slam that left the 
Blues clinging to a 13-12 
lead.

But Moorhead righted 
their ship with four runs 
in the sixth, another run 
in the seventh and two 
more in the eighth for a 
20-12 lead.

Post 2 rallied once 
again, scoring five runs 
in the top of the ninth 
before the Blues closed 
the door.

Forum staff reports

BASEBALL

Professional 
MLB

American League
East

 W L Pct GB
NY Yankees 59 23 .720 —
Tampa Bay 45 37 .549 14.0
Boston 45 37 .549 14.0
Toronto 45 38 .542 14.5
Baltimore 39 44 .470 20.5

Central
 W L Pct GB
Minnesota 47 38 .553 —
Cleveland 40 40 .500 4.5
Chi. White Sox 39 41 .487 5.5
Detroit 34 47 .420 11.0
Kansas City 30 50 .375 14.5

West
 W L Pct GB
Houston 53 28 .654 —
Seattle 41 42 .494 13.0
Texas 37 43 .463 15.5
LA Angels 38 45 .458 16.0
Oakland 28 56 .333 26.5

National League
East

 W L Pct GB
NY Mets 51 31 .622 —
Atlanta 49 34 .590 2.5
Philadelphia 43 39 .524 8.0
Miami 39 41 .487 11.0
Washington 30 54 .357 22.0

Central
 W L Pct GB
Milwaukee 47 37 .560 —
St. Louis 44 40 .524 3.0
Chi. Cubs 34 48 .415 12.0
Pittsburgh 33 48 .407 12.5
Cincinnati 28 53 .346 17.5

West
 W L Pct GB
LA Dodgers 51 29 .637 —
San Diego 47 36 .566 5.5
San Francisco 40 39 .506 10.5
Arizona 37 44 .457 14.5
Colorado 35 46 .432 16.5
American League
Tuesday’s Results
Baltimore 10, Texas 9, 10 innings
Detroit 11, Cleveland 4
Tampa Bay 8, Boston 4
Houston 9, Kansas City 7
Minnesota 8, Chi. White Sox 2
Oakland 5, Toronto 3
Wednesday’s Results
Detroit 8, Cleveland 2
Chi. White Sox 9, Minnesota 8, 10 innings
Toronto 2, Oakland 1
Baltimore 2, Texas 1
Tampa Bay 7, Boston 1
Kansas City 7, Houston 4
Thursday’s Games
Kansas City (Bubic 1-5) at Houston (Ver-

lander 10-3), 1:10 p.m.
LA Angels (Silseth 1-2) at Baltimore, 6:05 

p.m.
NY Yankees (Cole 7-2) at Boston (Winck-

owski 3-2), 6:10 p.m.
Detroit (Brieske 1-6) at Chi. White Sox 

(Cease 7-3), 7:10 p.m.
Toronto at Seattle (Gonzales 4-9), 9:10 p.m.
Friday’s Games
LA Angels (Lorenzen 6-6) at Baltimore, 

6:05 p.m.
NY Yankees (Cortes Jr. 7-3) at Boston, 

6:10 p.m.
Minnesota (Gray 4-1) at Texas (Gray 4-4), 

7:05 p.m.
Cleveland at Kansas City, 7:10 p.m.
Detroit (Skubal 5-7) at Chi. White Sox 

(Giolito 5-4), 7:10 p.m.
Houston at Oakland, 8:40 p.m.
Toronto at Seattle, 9:10 p.m.
National League
Tuesday’s Results
Cincinnati 1, NY Mets 0
Philadelphia 11, Washington 0
Atlanta 7, St. Louis 1
Chi. Cubs 8, Milwaukee 3
Arizona 6, San Francisco 2
LA Dodgers 5, Colorado 2
Wednesday’s Results
Chi. Cubs 2, Milwaukee 1
NY Mets 8, Cincinnati 3, 10 innings
Washington 3, Philadelphia 2
Atlanta 3, St. Louis 0
San Francisco (Cobb 3-3) at Arizona (Kelly 

7-5), 8:40 p.m.
Colorado (Urena 0-0) at LA Dodgers (White 

1-1), 9:10 p.m.
Thursday’s Games
Pittsburgh (Contreras 2-2) at Cincinnati 

(Minor 1-5), 1:10 p.m.
Washington at Philadelphia (Falter 0-2), 

3:05 p.m.
Miami (Castano 1-1) at NY Mets (Williams 

1-5), 6:10 p.m.
Pittsburgh (Wilson 1-4) at Cincinnati (Mahle 

3-7), 6:10 p.m.
St. Louis (Liberatore 2-1) at Atlanta (Strider 

4-2), 6:20 p.m.
Colorado at Arizona, 8:40 p.m.
San Francisco (Webb 7-3) at San Diego 

(Musgrove 8-2), 8:40 p.m.
Chi. Cubs (Leiter Jr. 2-2) at LA Dodgers 

(Gonsolin 10-0), 9:10 p.m.
Friday’s Games
Miami (Lopez 5-4) at NY Mets (Bassitt 6-5), 

6:10 p.m.
Washington at Atlanta, 6:20 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Milwaukee (Ashby 1-6), 7:10 

p.m.
Philadelphia at St. Louis (Wainwright 6-6), 

7:15 p.m.
Colorado at Arizona, 8:40 p.m.
San Francisco at San Diego (Snell 0-5), 

8:40 p.m.
Chi. Cubs (Thompson 7-3) at LA Dodgers, 

9:10 p.m.
Interleague
Tuesday’s Results
Seattle 6, San Diego 2
Miami 2, LA Angels 1

Pittsburgh 5, NY Yankees 2
Wednesday’s Results
LA Angels 5, Miami 2
NY Yankees 16, Pittsburgh 0
Friday’s Games
Tampa Bay (McClanahan 9-3) at Cincinnati 

(Castillo 3-4), 5:40 p.m.

Professional
Standings

American Association
West Division

RedHawks 34-14 .708 —
Kansas City 32-16 .667 2
Winnipeg 25-23 .521 9
Lincoln 25-23 .521 9
Sioux City 20-27 .426 13.5
Sioux Falls 19-29 .396 15

East Division
Chicago 32-16 .667 —
Kane County 26-23 .531 6.5
Milwaukee 22-26 .458 10
Gary 21-29 .420 12
Lake Country 19-31 .380 14
Cleburne 15-33 .313 17

Results/schedule
Tuesday, July 5
Fargo-Moorhead 4, Winnipeg 2
Lincoln at Milwaukee, suspended, rain
Lake Country 12, Gary SouthShore 11
Sioux City at Sioux Falls, postponed to July 

6
Kansas City 16, Cleburne 8
Wednesday, July 6
Winnipeg 5, Fargo-Moorhead 3
Lincoln 6, Milwaukee 2
Lake Country 5, Gary SouthShore 2
Chicago 4, Kane County 1
Sioux Falls 5, Sioux City 2
Sioux Falls 4, Sioux City 3
Kansas City at Cleburne, 7:06 p.m.
Thursday, July 7
Winnipeg at Fargo-Moorhead, 12:30 p.m.
Kane County at Chicago, 6 p.m.
Sioux City at Sioux Falls, 7:05 p.m.

American Legion
Ranking/results/schedule

Minnesota American Legion Division I top 20
(Previous ranking)

1. Willmar (1) 
2. Hopkins (2) 

3. Farmington (3) 
4. Mankato National (4) 

5. Stillwater (5) 
6. Alexandria (10) 
7. Chanhassen (8) 

8. Forest Lake 
9. Maple Grove (6) 

10. Grand Rapids (9) 
11. Moorhead Blues (11) 

12. Sartell (19) 
13. Edina (18) 

14. Bemidji (12) 
15. Woodbury Blue (14) 

16. Eagan 
17. Osseo 

18. Rosemount (16) 
19. Rosetown (15) 

20. Fairmont
Tuesday, July 5
Dilworth-Glyndon-Felton Post 397 8, Ada 1
Dilworth-Glyndon-Felton Post 397 22, Ada 8
May-Port 13, Hatton-Northwood 5
Wednesday, July 6
Moorhead 20, Fargo Post 400 17
Fargo Post 2 5, West Fargo Patriots 0

GOLF

Amateur
Results

Wednesday, July 6
Red River Valley Senior Men’s Golf As-

sociation
At Rose Creek Golf Course, Fargo
Flight T1: Dale Ebensteiner, Fargo, Paul Gr-

und, West Fargo, and Barry Grant, West 
Fargo, 66

Flight 1A. 1. Dale Brown, Fargo, 58; T2. Joel 
Davy, Fargo, and Lee Johnson, Fargo, 61

Flight 2: 1. George Sinner, Fargo, 64; T2. 
Mark Haugland, Fargo, Russ Meyer, Far-
go, and Bruce Nelson, Moorhead, 67

Flight 2A: 1. Harlan Isensee, Moorhead, 63; 
2. Dale Stinar, Fargo, 65; T3. Doug Hunter, 
Fargo, Tony Boeddeker, Hunter ND, Dick 
Anderson, West Fargo, and Gerry Rade-
baugh, West Fargo, 66

Flight 3: 1. Kyle Davison, Fargo, 61; 2. Jerry 
Kjelland, Horace, ND, 64; T3. Linden Boyd, 
Moorhead, and Larry Olson, Fargo, 65

Flight 3A: T1. Ted Novetzke, Fargo, and 
Mike Goettel, Moorhead, 62; 3. Wayne 
Larson, Moorhead, 63

Bob Sinner, Fargo, and Jerry Rutten, Haw-
ley MN, 67

Flight 4A: T1. Dwain Meyer, Fargo, and Vern 
Luft, Fargo, 61; 3. Ken Gartzke, Fargo, 62

Flight 5: 1. Randy Hartog, Fargo, 65; T2. 
Dennis Giere, Fargo, and Terry Pehl, Wah-
peton, 67

Flight 5A: 1. Gary Hanson, West Fargo, 63; 
2. Bob Udland, Fargo, 66; 3. Tom Vesel, 
Fargo, 67

Flight 6: 1. Tom Elliott, Fargo, 65; T2. Guy 
Nicholls, West Fargo, and Dennis Kroshus, 
Fargo, 66

Flight 7: 1. Greg Hapka, Detroit Lakes, 60; 
T2. Thomas Odden, West Fargo, and Rob 
Field, Fargo, 67    

SOCCER

Professional
MLS

Eastern Conference
 W L T Pts GF GA: 
NY Red Bulls 9 5 5 32 29 20
Philadelphia 7 2 9 30 22 13
CF Montreal 9 7 2 29 32 33
NYC FC 8 4 5 29 33 19
FC Cincinnati 7 7 4 25 29 32
Orlando City SC 7 7 4 25 23 28
New England 6 5 7 25 29 28
Charlotte FC 7 10 2 23 19 23
Inter Miami CF 6 7 4 22 18 26
Columbus SC 5 5 7 22 20 18
Atlanta United FC 5 7 5 20 26 26
Toronto FC 5 10 3 18 24 34
D.C. United 5 9 2 17 23 30
Chicago 4 9 5 17 16 24

Western Conference
 W L T Pts GF GA: 
Los Angeles FC 11 4 3 36 35 19
Austin FC 10 4 4 34 35 22
Real Salt Lake 8 5 5 29 22 22
LA Galaxy 8 6 3 27 24 19
FC Dallas 7 5 6 27 28 21
Nashville SC 7 5 6 27 24 21
Seattle FC 8 7 2 26 26 19
Minnesota United 7 8 3 24 23 23
Vancouver FC 7 8 3 24 19 28
Portland 5 6 8 23 29 29
Houston 6 9 3 21 22 23
Colorado 5 8 4 19 19 24
San Jose 4 7 6 18 27 35
Sporting KC 4 11 4 16 16 33
NOTE: Three points for victory, one point 

for draw.
Friday’s Games
D.C. United at Philadelphia Union, 6:30 p.m.
LA Galaxy at Los Angeles FC, 9 p.m.
Minnesota United FC at Vancouver White-

caps FC, 9:30 p.m.

BASKETBALL

Professional
WNBA

Eastern Conference
 W L Pct GB
Chicago 15 6 .714 —
Connecticut 14 8 .636 1.5
Washington 14 10 .583 2.5
Atlanta 10 12 .455 5.5
New York 9 12 .429 6
Indiana 5 18 .217 11
Western Conference
 W L Pct GB
Las Vegas 15 7 .682 —
Seattle 14 8 .636 1
Los Angeles 10 11 .476 4.5
Dallas 10 12 .455 5
Phoenix 9 14 .391 6.5
Minnesota 8 15 .348 7.5
Wednesday’s Games
Minnesota 81, Chicago 78
Washington 85, Atlanta 66
New York 116, Las Vegas 107
Thursday’s Games
Chicago at Indiana, 6 p.m.
New York at Phoenix, 9 p.m.
Seattle at Los Angeles, 9:30 p.m.

Wednesday’s results
Minnesota 81, Chicago 78
CHICAGO (78)
Ca.Parker 5-13 0-0 13, Copper 7-17 5-6 20, 

Quigley 7-18 0-0 18, Meesseman 2-5 0-0 
4, Vandersloot 1-4 0-0 2, Gardner 2-5 0-0 
4, Stevens 5-12 1-1 12, Allemand 1-2 0-0 
3, Evans 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 31-78 6-7 78.

MINNESOTA (81)
Jefferson 2-5 0-0 4, Powers 8-17 4-5 22, 

McBride 5-8 4-4 15, Fowles 5-8 4-4 14, 
Dantas 0-3 0-0 0, Shepard 4-7 2-3 10, 
Banham 3-6 1-2 8, Achonwa 3-4 2-2 8, 
Carleton 0-4 0-0 0. Totals 30-62 17-20 81.

Chicago 25 14 22 17 — 78 
Minnesota 28 14 24 15 — 81 
3-Point Goals—Chicago 10-33 (Quig-

ley 4-11, Ca.Parker 3-8, Allemand 1-2, 
Copper 1-3, Stevens 1-7, Gardner 0-1, 
Meesseman 0-1), Minnesota 4-14 (Powers 
2-3, McBride 1-1, Banham 1-3, Achonwa 
0-1, Carleton 0-1, Jefferson 0-1, Shep-
ard 0-1, Dantas 0-3). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Chicago 38 (Ca.Parker 10), 
Minnesota 32 (Powers 11). Assists—Chi-
cago 24 (Ca.Parker 6), Minnesota 21 (Jef-
ferson 6). Total Fouls—Chicago 14 (Cop-
per, Ca.Parker 4), Minnesota 12 (Powers 
3). A—11,103.

TRANSACTIONS

Wednesday
Baseball
American League
Cleveland Guardians - Optioned LHP Alex 

Young and LHP Konnor Pilkington to 
Columbus (IL). Recalled RHP Nick San-
dlin from Columbus (IL).

Detroit Tigers - Designated LHP Sam 
Howard for assignment. Optioned RHP 
Will Vest and RHP Alex Faedo to Toledo 
(IL). Selected the contract of RHP Drew 
Hutchison from Toledo (IL).

Minnesota Twins - Placed RHP Chris 
Archer on the 15-day IL, retroactive to 
July 2. Recalled RHP Josh Winder from 
St. Paul (IL).

Tampa Bay Rays - Activated LHP Jeffrey 
Springs. Claimed SS Yu Chang off waiv-
ers from the Pittsburgh Pirates. Optioned 
LHP Josh Fleming to Durham (IL). Trans-
ferred 2B Brandon Lowe from the 10-day 
IL to the 60-day IL.

Texas Rangers - Optioned RHP Josh 
Sborz to Round Rock (PCL). Recalled 
RHP Spencer Howard from Round Rock 
(PCL).

National League
Arizona Diamondbacks - Claimed SS 

Sergio Alcantara off waivers from the 
San Diego Padres. Designated RHP J.B. 

Wendelken for assignment. Recalled 
LHP Tyler Gilbert from Reno (PCL).

Chicago Cubs - Signed RHP Charbel Gon-
zalez to a minor league contract.

Cincinnati Reds - Activated LHP Nick 
Lodolo from the 60-day IL. Activated 
CF Tyler Naquin. Claimed RHP Ian 
Gibaut off waivers from the Los Angeles 
Dodgers. Designated C Chris Okey for 
assignment. Optioned 2B Max Schrock 
and C Mark Kolozsvary to Louisville (IL). 
Transferred RHP Tony Santillan from the 
15-day IL to the 60-day IL.

Los Angeles Dodgers - Optioned RHP 
Reyes Moronta to Oklahoma City (PCL). 
Recalled RHP Ryan Pepiot from Oklaho-
ma City (PCL).

New York Mets - Activated RHP Max 
Scherzer. Designated LHP Chasen 
Shreve for assignment.

Philadelphia Phillies - Claimed LHP Sam-
uel Clay off waivers from the Washington 
Nationals, optioned him to Lehigh Valley 
(IL).  Recalled LHP Cristopher Sanchez 
from Lehigh Valley (IL).

Pittsburgh Pirates - Activated LF Yoshito-
mo Tsutsugo. Activated RF Ben Gamel. 
Optioned SS Tucupita Marcano to Indi-
anapolis (IL). Optioned SS Hoy Jun 
Park to Indianapolis (IL). Placed C Tyler 
Heineman on the paternity list. Recalled 
C Jason Delay from Altoona (EL).

San Francisco Giants - Activated SS Bran-
don Crawford from the 10-day IL. Acti-
vated LHP Jose Alvarez. Optioned 2B 
Donovan Walton to Sacramento (PCL). 
Placed C Curt Casali on the 10-day IL.

Football
National Football League
Carolina Panthers - Acquired QB Baker 

Mayfield from the Cleveland Browns for 
a 2024 conditional fifth-round draft pick.

Basketball
National Basketball Association
Atlanta Hawks - Signed PG Aaron Holiday 

to a one-year, $1.97 million contract.
Brooklyn Nets - Named Adam Caporn 

assistant coach. Named Igor Kokoskov 
assistant coach. Named Trevor Hend-
ry assistant coach. Signed SF Kessler 
Edwards to a two-year contract.

Charlotte Hornets - Signed PF Cody Martin 
Signed PF Cody Martin to a four-year, 
$32 million contract extension.

Chicago Bulls - Signed SF Derrick Jones 
Jr. to a two-year, $6.6 million contract 
extension. Signed C Andre Drummond to 
a two-year, $6.6 million contract.

Detroit Pistons - Acquired PF Gabriele 
Procida, a 2022 second-round draft pick 
and future draft considerations from 
the Portland Trail Blazers for SF Jer-
mai Grant and the rights to C Ismael 
Kamagate. Signed PF Marvin Bagley III 
to a three-year, $37.5 million contract 
extension.

Golden State Warriors - Signed SF Patrick 
Baldwin Jr. to a four-year contract.

Houston Rockets - Signed SF Jae’Sean 
Tate to a three-year, $21 million contract 
extension.

Indiana Pacers - Signed PF Jalen Smith to 
a two-year, $9.6 million contract exten-
sion.

Los Angeles Lakers - Signed C Thomas 
Bryant to a one-year, $1.88 million con-
tract. Signed SG Lonnie Walker IV to a 
one-year, $6.5 million contract.

Miami Heat - Signed SF Caleb Martin 
to a three-year, $20.5 million contract. 
(Reported) Signed C Dewayne Dedmon 
to a two-year, $9 million contract exten-
sion.

Milwaukee Bucks - Signed PF Bobby 
Portis to a four-year, $49 million contract 
extension. Signed SG Wesley Matthews 
to a one-year, $2.9 million contract exten-
sion. Signed PG Jevon Carter to a two-
year, $4.2 million contract extension. 
Waived PG Luca Vildoza and SG Rayjon 
Tucker.

Minnesota Timberwolves - Acquired C 
Rudy Gobert from the Utah Jazz for SG 
Malik Beasley, PG Patrick Beverley, C 
Walker Kessler, SF Jarred Vanderbilt, 
SF Leandro Bolmaro and four first-round 
draft picks.

Philadelphia 76ers - Signed PF P.J. Tuck-
er to a three-year, $33.2 million contract. 
Signed SF Danuel House Jr. to a two-
year, $8.5 million contract.

Sacramento Kings - Acquired SG Kevin 
Huerter from the Atlanta Hawks for SF 
Justin Holiday, SF Mo Harkless and a 
future first-round draft pick. Signed SG 
Malik Monk to a two-year, $19 million 
contract.

San Antonio Spurs - Signed PG Blake 
Wesley to a four-year, $12.24 million 
contract.

Toronto Raptors - Signed SF Otto Porter 
Jr. Signed SF Otto Porter Jr. to a two-
year, $12.4 million contract.

Washington Wizards - Acquired PG Monte 
Morris and SG Will Barton from the 
Denver Nuggets for SG Kentavious Cald-
well-Pope and PG Ish Smith. Signed SG 
Bradley Beal to a five-year, $251 million 
contract extension. Signed PG Delon 
Wright to a two-year, $16 million contract.

Hockey
National Hockey League
Boston Bruins - Signed G Kyle Keyser 

and D Nick Wolff to a one-year, two-way 
contract.

Colorado Avalanche - Signed C Andrew 
Cogliano to a one-year contract.

Columbus Blue Jackets - Signed D Adam 
Boqvist to a three-year, $7.8 million con-
tract extension.

Minnesota Wild - Signed D Jacob Middle-
ton to a three-year, $7.35 million con-
tract.

New Jersey Devils - Named Kate Madigan 
assistant general manager.

Ottawa Senators - Waived C Colin White, 
released him.

Email scores and results to  
sports@forumcomm.com
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SCOREBOARDBRIEFS

TODAY’S LOCAL CALENDAR
Professional

American Association of Professional Baseball
Winnipeg at Fargo-Moorhead, 12:30 p.m.

Legion baseball
Hawley at Dilworth-Glyndon-Felton Post 397, 6:30 p.m.
Fergus Falls at Moorhead, postponed
West Fargo Patriots at Tri-City Red, 5 p.m.

 TODAY’S TV 
NBA
Summer League: Houston vs. Orlando, 9 p.m., ESPN 
Summer League: Portland vs. Detroit, 11 p.m., ESPN 
Bowling 
PBA: Carter Division Finals, 7 p.m., FS1 
Cycling 
Tour de France 2022: Stage 6: Binche (Belgium) to Longwy, 7 
a.m., USA 
Golf 
PGA Tour: Genesis Scottish Open, 7:30 a.m., GOLF 
PGA Champions: Bridgestone Senior Players championship, 
12:30 p.m., GOLF 
PGA Tour: Barbasol Championship, 3 p.m., GOLF
Hockey 
NHL Draft, 6 p.m., ESPN  
Lacrosse 

ESPN2 
Soccer
UEFA Women’s Euro 2022: Norway vs. Northern Ireland, 1:30 
p.m., ESPN2 
Tennis 

Wimbledon: Mixed Doubles Championship, noon, ESPN



By Betsy Helfand
St. Paul Pioneer Press
CHICAGO — Five times 

on Wednesday, the Twins 
took the lead. Five times, 
they gave it back.

Starting pitcher Joe 
Ryan was responsible for 
giving the lead back twice. 
The other three times 
came from a leaky bull-
pen, one whose need for 
help at the trade deadline 
was on full display on 
Wednesday.

The Twins and White 
Sox traded shots back 
and forth during a near-
ly four-hour game before 
Leury García’s walk-off 
hit off Jovani Moran in 
the 10th inning sent the 
Twins to a 9-8 loss in the 
series finale at Guaran-

teed Rate Field.
“Going up there and 

only being a couple of 
outs away from sweeping 
the White Sox, a team 
we came into the season 
ready to battle the whole 
year — so far through 
six games, we’ve showed 
up and played them real-
ly well. So that gives us 
confidence,” catcher 
Ryan Jeffers said. “But I 
think everybody in here 
can look in the mir-
ror and say, ‘We can do 
something better.’”

On Wednesday, their 
inability to close out the 
game against the White 
Sox (39-41) — among 
the leads they gave back, 
one came in the seventh 
and another in the eighth 
— prevented them from 

completing a three-game 
sweep of the team that 
won the division last sea-
son.

Their bullpen troubles 
late in games last week 
against the Guardians, 
the team closest to them 
in the standings, led to 
losses on three straight 
days in a five-game 
series they potentially 
could have swept.

To an extent, Jef-
fers said, this gives the 
first-place Twins (47-38) 
some confidence “know-
ing that we clearly are the 
best team in the division.

“With that being said, 
we also know that if we 
want to go where we 
want to go, we need to be 
able to close these games 
out,” he continued.

And Wednesday, they 
did not.

The walk-off loss came 
after the Twins were 
unable to convert in the 
top of the 10th inning 
despite having a pair of 
runners — the automatic 
runner, Nick Gordon, and 
Jose Miranda, who walked 
— on base with no outs. 
Gio Urshela struck out 
and Jeffers grounded into 
a double play to send the 
Twins into the bottom of 
the 10th empty handed.

After a clean nine-pitch 
ninth inning from rookie 
sensation Jhoan Duran, 
the Twins opted against 
bringing him back out. 
Had they had a lead, he 
would’ve pitched the 
10th, manager Rocco 
Baldelli said. Instead, it 

was Moran.
The Twins got to that 

point after Ryan threw 
four innings of three-run 
ball — the starter said 
not being able to give the 
team a longer start was 
“tough” — and relievers 
Emilio Pagán, Griffin Jax 
and Trevor Megill all fol-
lowed by giving up a run 
or two in the half inning 
they pitched immediate-
ly after the Twins had 
scored.

“This was tough 
because we kept coming 
back over and over again 
and had good swing after 
good swing,” Baldelli 
said. “… We gave up some 
runs as the game went 
on, which we’ve got to 
find a way to get through 
those innings clean or 

limiting some damage to 
maybe one run instead of 
giving up multiple runs.”

Jorge Polanco twice
gave the Twins the lead
with a home run and yet 
neither of those leads
stuck. Urshela homered, 
too, his giving the Twins 
their eighth-inning two-
run lead. Luis Arraez fin-
ished the day with four 
singles, part of the Twins’ 
13-hit day.

And yet despite the 
offense performances — 
and despite the fact that 
they won the series — 
the Twins leave town on 
a difficult note.

“We’re walking out of 
here hungrier than when 
we walked in and I mean 
that,” Baldelli said.
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Now that things are 
slowly starting to go back 
to how they were before 
the pandemic, Brack-
ett theorized that some 
prospects in this draft 
class could be in store for 
a big step forward this 
year.

Asked if the Wild are 
targeting specific traits in 
this draft because there 
are still so many ques-
tions, Brackett mentioned 
drive as something that 
could separate someone 

from the rest of the pack.
“We want internally 

driven players that want 
to be the best and want 
to get over the hump,” 
Brackett said. “We think 
it’s really important to 
have high character and 
a great work ethic. Those 
are the players that are 
going to continue to 
succeed and continue to 
improve.”

Here’s a look at players 
who might be available 
when the Wild make their 
first-round picks:

Ryan Chesley
Originally from Mahto-

medi, the 6-foot, 200-

pound defenseman looks 
the part of a first-round 
draftee. As a member of 
the USA Hockey Nation-
al Team Development 
Program, Chesley had 12 
goals and 17 assists in 
59 games this past sea-
son with the U18 team. 
It’s unclear how much 
his offensive skill set will 
translate to the NHL, but 
it seems likely he can 
turn into a solid defen-
sive player at the highest 
level. He will play for the 
University of Minnesota 
this fall.

Jimmy Snuggerud
Originally from Chas-

ka, the 6-foot-1, 190-
pound winger already 
has the makings of an 
NHL frame. As a mem-
ber of the USA Hockey 
National Team Develop-
ment Program, Snugger-
ud had 24 goals and 39 
assists in 59 games this 
past season with the U18 
team. Similar to Chesley, 
Snuggerud is a Universi-
ty of Minnesota commit, 
which makes him easy to 
keep an eye on if the Wild 
decide to go this route.

Jiri Kulich
Several mock drafts 

have Jiri Kulich going to 
the Wild. He’s a 5-foot-

11, 180-pound center, and 
his position alone makes 
him an intriguing pros-
pect. There’s a premium 
on centers now, and if the 
Wild can grab a guy like 
that in the first round, it 
might be hard to pass up.

Isaac Howard
Originally from Hud-

son, Wis., the 5-foot-10, 
180-pound winger played 
with Chesley and Snug-
gerud on the USA Hockey 
National Team Develop-
ment Program. He had 
33 goals and 49 assists in 
60 games this past sea-
son with the U18 team. 
He will take his talents 

to Minnesota Duluth this 
fall.

Jagger Firkus
If anything is going to 

deter teams from Firkus, 
it’s his size. At 5-foot-10, 
150 pounds, he’s small-
ish, at best. But he comes 
with an incredible skill 
set that makes him a 
polarizing talent. He had 
36 goals and 44 assists in 
66 games this past sea-
son with the Moose Jaw 
Warriors of the Western 
Hockey League. You can’t 
always teach that type of 
offensive prowess.

WILD
From Page B1

Twins blow 5 different leads, lose to White Sox 9-8 in 10 innings

By Betsy Helfand
St. Paul Pioneer Press
CHICAGO — A rook-

ie season is filled with 
plenty of learning lessons 
for a young player. For 
Josh Winder, perhaps the 
most prominent lesson is 
to remain flexible.

After the Twins made a 
move late in the spring to 
sign Chris Archer, Wind-
er began the season in 
the bullpen. But he soon 
stepped into the starting 
rotation for a few starts 
in response to others’ 
injuries. Then, he moved 
back to the bullpen.

An injury of his own, 
a shoulder impinge-
ment, cost him a month 
of the season, and since 
returning healthy, he 
has been back and forth 
between the majors and 
the minors.

“After the last time 
I threw in Cleveland, 
(manager) Rocco (Baldel-
li) just said, ‘Stay ready,’ 
and that’s kind of the 
approach that I have to 
take,” Winder said. “I just 
have to be ready whenev-
er the opportunity comes. 
That’s kind of how it’s 
been all year this year. 
Definitely learning how 
to be adaptable and flex-
ible with my routine. But 
staying ready and (con-
tinuing) to get my work 
in whether that’s in St. 
Paul or here. Any part of 

the United States, really.”
Winder was optioned 

to Triple-A after making 
three rehab starts with 
the Saints, but wound 
up making his next two 
starts with the Twins 
anyway. He rejoined the 
team as the 27th man 
in the doubleheader last 
week in Cleveland against 
the Guardians and then 
traveled back to meet the 

Saints. Tuesday, he was 
recalled after Archer’s hip 
tightness forced him to 
the injured list.

The right-hander was 
scratched from his sched-
uled Monday Triple-A 
start and given a little 
more than a day’s notice 
that he would be trav-
eling to Chicago to start 
for the Twins against the 
division-rival White Sox.

While the constant 
changes in role or loca-
tion might not be easy, 
Baldelli said he feels as if 
Winder is up for the task.

The rookie has a 3.12 
earned-run average in 
his nine major-league 
appearances — five of 
them starts — spanning 
40 1/3 innings. In his last 
one, on Tuesday, Winder 
ran into some trouble late 

in his outing but man-
aged to walk away having 
given up two runs in five 
innings pitched.

“On the mental side, 
I think he can handle it. 
On the physical side, I 
think he can handle it. I 
don’t hesitate to put him 
in these spots,” Baldel-
li said. “… I know what 
we need and what we 
need him to do, and he’s 

taking care of business. 
He’s doing everything 
that we’ve asked and he’s 
doing it pretty well.”

Briefly
Chris Paddack, who has 

been rehabbing from his 
Tommy John surgery in 
the Dallas-area, will meet 
up with his teammates 
in Texas over the week-
end when they head to 
Arlington to take on the 
Rangers. … Juan Minaya, 
who the Twins designat-
ed for assignment earlier 
in the week, has cleared 
waivers and accepted his 
assignment to Triple-A 
St. Paul. … Top pros-
pect Austin Martin was 
placed on the injured list 
Wednesday at Double-A 
Wichita after hurting his 
left elbow diving for a 
ball. The Twins are opti-
mistic the injury is not 
a long-term issue. …
Baldelli said -
rea was not available to 
pinch hit in Wednesday’s 
9-8 loss to the White Sox, 
dealing with leg tight-
ness. The Twins wanted 
to give him a day off cou-
pled with Thursday’s off 
day and they expect him 
to be good to go for their 
upcoming series against 
the Rangers. … Alex 

 left Wednesday’s 
game after tumbling over 
first baseman Andrew 
Vaughn, but was said to 
be OK.

Twins (and Saints) pitcher Josh Winder staying flexible with shifting role

David Banks / USA Today Sports

inning Tuesday at Guaranteed Rate Field in Chicago.

If the sole definition of 
success is to win a title in 
the next four years, good 
luck. That may or may 
not happen. Many will 
suggest it won’t, pointing 
specifically to the youth of 
two of the Timberwolves’ 
most important pieces 
in Anthony Edwards and 
Jaden McDaniels.

Connelly would point to 
that age as another rea-
son to make this deal.

Are Edwards and 
McDaniels ready to con-
tribute to deep postsea-
son pushes?

“I think we have to 
believe that,” Connel-
ly said. “We have to 
empower those guys.”

Young teams can make 
runs. See: Memphis, who 
just this spring, with a 
younger core than the one 
Minnesota sported, oust-
ed the Wolves in Round 1 
before pushing eventual 
champion Golden State to 
six games.

To suggest Edwards 
can’t do the same in the 
near future is to admit 

you haven’t watched the 
20-year-old rise up and 
meet just about every 
challenge with which 
he’s been presented early 
in his NBA career.

But it is important to 
remember Edwards is 
still in the infant stag-
es of his rise. And while 
some may think that was 
a reason for Minneso-
ta to hold back some of 
its chips this offseason, 
Connelly thought it to be 
a determining factor to 
say “All in.”

The Timberwolves 

made a serious leap last 
season, going from 23 
wins to 46 and making 
just their second playoff 
appearance since 2004. 
Gobert noted Minnesota 
was a “different team” 
than the one with which 
he’d done battle in previ-
ous years.

“Their will to win was 
different, their culture 
and the way they were 
approaching the games, 
I felt like something had 
changed,” Gobert said.

That shift was all part 
of what Finch called “a 

great foundation” the 
Wolves laid. But he felt 
Minnesota had to do 
something to make sure 
it didn’t drift backward 
from that point. The 
Western Conference was 
down last season, large-
ly thanks to a number 
of injuries to key players. 
Just because the Tim-
berwolves were a playoff 
team last season, didn’t 
mean they’d be the same 
next spring.

That all changes with 
Gobert, who’s been one 
of the NBA’s consistent-
ly most impactful reg-
ular-season players in 
recent years. What he has 
been as an individual is 
what the Timberwolves 
hope to become as an 
organization.

“We’re trying to devel-
op winning ways and 
we’re trying to develop 
into a sustainable team 
that can enjoy winning 
at the highest level,” 
Connelly said. “And he’s 
seen that (in Utah), he’s 
seen with the nation-
al team. He’s obvious-
ly multi-time Defensive 
Player of the Year. This 
guy’s gonna be a Hall of 
Famer.”

He knows the commit-
ment required to work 
your way to nearly the 
top of the mountain, then 
pick yourself up and start 
the ascent again the fol-
lowing fall.

“You have a guy who 
comes in here able to 
impact both ends of the 
floor and fits seamless-
ly alongside what we 
already have and brings a 
maturity and profession-
alism in approach and an 
experience and a world-
liness that a young team 
really needs,” Finch said. 
“It’s something that I’m 
very excited to start to see 
grow and grow.”

Gobert said his goal is 
to bring grit to Minneso-
ta, serve as a leader and 
help the younger players 
continue to build their 
habits, particularly on the 
defensive end — where 
he currently stands as the 
best in the world. That’s 
where winning starts for 
Gobert, and it’s where it 
will start for the Wolves.

Connelly acknowl-
edged Wednesday that 
he doesn’t have all the 
answers. But he does feel 
like he knows who Rudy 
Gobert is as a player and 

a person. And, in that 
respect, he does know the 
impact the 30-year-old
center can have on the 
likes of Towns, Edwards 
and McDaniels.

“What’s the value in 
making sure these guys 
are going to see winning 
at a high level?” Connelly
said. “I know the hard-
est thing I like to do is 
get elite talent to learn 
to win. … I know what 
it’s going to mean to
show Anthony Edwards 
what (about) winning is 
really, really important 
in the years that I think 
are most impactful for 
him — his early years. I 
think oftentimes it kind 
of snowballs. Winning 
begets winning, begets 
winning.”

Gobert is a proven win-
ner. He should help the 
Timberwolves earn the
same designation — pav-
ing a path for success for 
the likes of Edwards to 
follow in Minnesota for 
years to come.

In that way, the cen-
ter can secure the same 
future some fear this 
trade compromised.

GOBERT
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Alex Kormann / Star Tribune / TNS

Finch, left, and team president Tim Connelly on 
Wednesday at Target Center.



By Mike Cook
Special to the St. Paul  

Pioneer Press
MINNEAPOLIS — On 

Wednesday afternoon the 
Minnesota Lynx battled 
through adversity that 
may have sunk the team 
just a few weeks ago.

Ultimately, Jessica 
Shepard made a 3-point 
play with a minute to 
play, Sylvia Fowles and 
Kayla McBride each added 
two late free throws, and 
Minnesota continued its 
successful surge by hold-
ing off Chicago 81-78 at 
Target Center.

Minnesota has won five 
of seven and, in addition 
to beating the Sky, the 
Lynx crushed Las Vegas 
102-71 on Sunday. Each 
foe had the WNBA’s best 
record entering the game.

“We are where we 
always thought we 

would be as far as, like, 
the teams we can beat,” 
said Aerial Powers, who 
led Minnesota with 22 
points and 11 rebounds. 
“These were top teams, 
and we always felt like 
we could (beat them); we 
just couldn’t get over the 
hump.”

The Lynx (8-15), who 
started the season 0-4 
and were 1-6 and 3-13 at 
various points, now sit 
2.5 games out of a play-
off spot with 13 games 
remaining after Sunday’s 
WNBA All-Star Game.

“We feel like we can 
compete with anybody,” 
McBride said. “We don’t 
think our record shows 
exactly who we are, and 
now it’s about proving 
that night in and night 
out, and I think that’s 
what we’ve been able to 
do.”

“Their record doesn’t 
dictate how good they 
are,” said Sky coach 
James Wade, a for-
mer Lynx assistant. “… 
They’re a team everybody 
is going to have to watch 
out for.”

But the Lynx didn’t 
make it easy on them-
selves Wednesday.

Leading by nine points 
early in the fourth quar-
ter, Minnesota went 4:36 
without scoring a point, 
allowing the Sky (15-6) 
to tie the score with four 
minutes to go.

Earlier this season, the 
Lynx most likely would 
have folded further, 
something the team had 
myriad conversations 
about.

“We know the games 
ebb and flow, it’s a game 
of runs. But how we come 
back together, that’s 

where all the talks come 
in, all the work and all 
those difficult conversa-
tions where we can kind 
of bring ourselves back 
together,” said McBride, 
who finished with 15 
points.

“We want to have the 
confidence in each other 
so when they do make 
a 9-0 run, instead of it 
being 9-0, it’s 9-4, 9-5 
and now we’re still play-
ing with that 5-point 
lead, instead of before 
they were going on 11-0 
runs, 14-0 runs.”

Lynx coach Cheryl 
Reeve said her team has 
developed a mindset and 
identity of if we don’t 
score, they don’t score. 
“That’s how we were able 
to come out of here with a 
W,” she said.

Chicago entered aver-
aging a league-best 40.8 

points in the paint; it had 
28 Wednesday. The Sky 
shot just 39.7 percent 
from the field, far from 
its league-best 47.8 per-
cent entering the game.

“Keeping them out of 
the paint and keeping 
them not knowing where 
their next pass should be. 
I thought that was where 
we were really good 
today,” Reeve said.

With most of the Camp 
Day crowd of 11,103, 
including many shrieking 
youngsters, on their feet 
chanting “De-Fense,” 
Chicago had a pair of 
chances to tie in the 
final six seconds, but two 
3-pointers by Allie Quig-
ley did not fall.

Quigley has thrice won 
the league’s 3-point con-
test and will be compet-
ing again at the All-Star 
Game festivities on Sat-

urday.
“They made one 

(3-point shot to win) at 
their place, missed one 
at our place,” Reeve said. 
“That’s the way it goes 
sometimes.”

Courtney Vandersloot 
hit a trey at the buzzer to 
beat the Lynx 88-85 on 
June 26.

Lynx forward Naphee-
sa Collier made her first 
Target Center appearance 
this year and joined in 
the postgame on-court 
celebration. The team’s 
top scorer last season and 
2019 WNBA Rookie of the 
Year, Collier gave birth 
to daughter Mila on May 
25 and hopes to return 
before the season ends.

“Phee being around is 
a big pick-me-up for the 
team, regardless of what 
does or doesn’t happen 
on the court,” Reeve said.

Field Level Media
Rafael Nadal kept 

alive his bid for a calen-
dar-year Grand Slam on 
Wednesday with a 3-6, 
7-5, 3-6, 7-5, 7-6 (4) 
victory over 11th-seeded 
Taylor Fritz in the quar-
terfinals at Wimbledon 
in London.

The second-seeded 
Spaniard has won this 
year’s Australian Open 
and French Open. He 
is looking for his third 
Wimbledon title (2008, 
2010) and 23rd major 
championship of his 
career.

Nadal, 36, overcame a 
medical timeout in the 
second set after strug-
gling with an abdomi-
nal issue. He was able 
to persevere and dispatch 
Fritz in four hours and 
20 minutes.

“It was a tough after-
noon against a great 
player,” Nadal said in his 
on-court interview. “All 
the credit to Taylor, he 
has been playing great 
during the whole season. 
From my personal side, 
it was not an easy match 
at all, so I’m just very 

happy to be in the semi-
finals.”

Nadal punched his 
ticket to an eighth career 
semifinal appearance at 
Wimbledon. He will face 
Australian Nick Kyrgios, 
who posted a 6-4, 6-3, 
7-6 (5) win over Cris-
tian Garin of Chile on 
Wednesday.

Nadal has won his last 
three encounters against 
Kyrgios and holds a 6-3 
all-time edge in the 
series.

Top-seeded Novak 
Djokovic will square off 
against ninth-seed-
ed Cameron Norrie of 
Great Britain in the other 
semifinal.

Fritz won the final 
five games to capture 
the first set before Nadal 
bounced back in the sec-
ond set despite requiring 
a medical timeout while 
holding a 4-3 edge.

Fritz broke twice en 
route to capturing the 
third set, however Nadal 
answered by winning 12 
of the last 14 points in 
the fourth.

While advancing at 
Wimbledon is somewhat 

customary for Nadal, 
Kyrgios reached his first 
Grand Slam semifinal 
after toppling Garin in 
two hours and 13 min-
utes.

Kyrgios, 27, became 
the first Australian man 
to advance to the semi-
finals at a major since 
Lleyton Hewitt reached 
the final four at the 2005 
U.S. Open.

“An amazing atmo-
sphere out here again. I 
just never thought that 
I would be in the semi-
finals at a Grand Slam. 
I thought that ship had 
sailed,” Kyrgios said in 
his on-court interview. 
“I didn’t go about things 
great earlier in my career 
and may have missed 

my window. I am really
proud of the way I have 
come back out here.”

The 40th-ranked Kyr-
gios became the low-
est-ranked men’s semi-
finals and first unseeded 
men’s semifinal at Wim-
bledon since 2008. Then 
world-No. 75 Marat
Safin of Russia and No. 
94 Rainer Schuettler of 
Germany accomplished
the feat that year.

Kyrgios recorded 10 
aces over the first two 
sets to gain control of 
the match. He then over-
came a 3-5 deficit to win 
the tiebreak before col-
lapsing to the ground to 
celebrate his victory. He 
finished with 17 aces.
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Hannah Mckay / Reuters
Spain’s Rafael Nadal celebrates winning his 

By Dane Mizutani
St. Paul Pioneer Press
Logan Cooley visited 

Minnesota last month. 
He spent some time with 
his future teammates at 
the U, getting a preview 
of what college life is 
going to be like this fall, 
then headed back to his 
hometown of Pittsburgh 
to prepare for the biggest 
moment of his life.

That comes Thursday 
night in Montreal.

It is a foregone conclu-
sion that the 18-year-old 
Cooley will be a high pick 
in the 2022 NHL Draft. He 
is a long shot to go No. 1 
overall to the Montreal 
Canadiens. He’s entered 
the conversation to go 
No. 2 overall when the 
New Jersey Devils are on 
the clock. He won’t make 
it past No. 3 with the Ari-
zona Coyotes.

“It’s been something 
I’ve been dreaming about 
since I was a little kid,” 
Cooley said. “I’m defi-
nitely a little nervous. You 
never know what’s going 
to happen. It’s out of my 
hands at this point. I’m 
just going to enjoy it.”

No matter what hap-
pens at the draft and 
regardless of which 
team selects him, Cooley 
expects to play for the 
Gophers next season. 
He said he was drawn 
to coach Bob Motzko 
throughout the recruiting 
process and is excited to 
be a part of the program’s 
longstanding tradition.

“I felt a really good 
connection there, and I 
felt like they could help 
me develop into a real-
ly strong NHL player,” 
Cooley said. “Plus, we’re 
going to have such a good 
team next season. I think 
we’re going to do some 
damage. I’m really excit-
ed about it.”

This has been a long 
time coming for Cooley. 
He grew up in Pittsburgh 
and played for Sidney 
Crosby’s Little Penguins 
program as a kid. While 
that gave Cooley someone 
to look up to in the NHL, 
he already had some peo-
ple in his life he was try-
ing to emulate.

His older brothers Eric 
and Riley both played 
hockey, meaning from 
the moment Cooley first 
laced up his skates at age 
3, he had to work his butt 
off every time he stepped 
on the ice.

“They pushed me every 
day,” Cooley said. “All of 
their friends were bigger 
than me, too, so I had to 
figure out what worked 
for me. I was always 
going against bigger guys 
as a kid. I think that’s 
a big reason I’m here 
today.”

Nowadays, the 5-foot-
10, 180-pound Cooley 
is more than capable of 
holding his own. His star 
started to rise early in 
his tenure with the USA 
Hockey National Team 
Development Program, 

proof that it was the right 
move, even though Cool-
ey admitted it was hard to 
leave home.

“I was fortunate that 
my mom moved out there 
with me,” he said. “That 
helped with the transi-
tion. Just being at the 
program was huge. I got 
to compete against some 
of the other top players in 
the country and it made 
me a better player.”

As a member of the 
U17 team, Cooley posted 
16 goals and 16 assists 
across 28 games. As a 
member of the U18 team, 
he produced 27 goals and 
48 assists in 51 games.

“After playing for 
the U17 team, I start-
ed to realize I could do 
something special with 
this sport,” Cooley said. 
“Then going my time 
with the U18 team, I had 
another really good year. 
That gave me the con-
fidence that I could go 
pretty far.”

All the while, Cooley 
has done his best to keep 
himself insulated, ignor-
ing the hype and focusing 
on the grind.

“You can’t pay too 
close attention to it,” he 
said. “I’ve been focusing 
on controlling what I can 
control. I think I’ve done 
a pretty good job of that.”

That said, even Cooley 
can’t help but see him-
self on social media from 
time to time. He is capa-
ble of doing things on the 
ice that instantly go viral. 
He prides himself on his 
creativity and not sur-
prisingly looks up to ris-
ing star Trevor Zegras as 
someone who is leading 
the charge for the next 
generation.

Asked specifically about 
Zegras, Cooley immedi-
ately brought up the play 
from last season that 
nearly broke Twitter. 
With the puck on his stick 
behind the net, Zegras 
flipped the puck to team-
mate Sonny Milano, who 
batted it out of midair for 
an incredible goal.

“Just seeing guys like 
Zegras do special things 
on the ice is huge,” Cool-
ey said. “There were so 
many people who were 
talking about that flip. 
There were even kids try-
ing it. That stuff grows 
the game. I really like 
where the game is going. 
It’s about speed, and it’s 
only going to get faster 
from here. That suits my 
game.”

Maybe one day a future 
draft pick will be talking 
about Cooley in the same 
way he raves about Zegras 
now.

In the meantime, Cool-
ey is focused on the next 
steps of his career: Get-
ting drafted, then going 
to college.

“I’m focused on play-
ing college hockey, and 
I’m super excited about 
that,” he said. “It’s 
another challenge, and 
I’m really looking for-
ward to it.”

Gophers commit 
Cooley will be a high 
pick in 2022 NHL Draft

By Andy Greder
St. Paul Pioneer Press
Minnesota United is 

working toward new 
contracts with two core 
players.

Left-sided center 
back Bakaye Dibas-
sy has agreed to a new 
deal with the Loons, a 
source told the Pioneer 
Press. Plus, MNUFC and 
midfielder Robin Lod are 
“very close” and “hope-
ful” an extension can be 
reached, manager Adri-
an Heath and Lod shared 
Wednesday.

“I really enjoy my 
time here,” said Lod, 
a native of Finland. “I 
really enjoy playing in 
Allianz Field in front of 
our great fans. Yeah, 
hopefully we get some-
thing (done).”

Lod, who is second 
on the team with six 
goals in 2022, has dis-
played wider versatility 
this season, playing as a 
right winger and striker 
but also in central mid-
field during Sunday’s 
3-2 victory over Salt 
Lake and versus New 
York City in late May.

“He’s got a great feel 
for the game; it doesn’t 
matter where you play 
him, he contributes,” 
Heath said.

Lod, 29, has played 70 
regular-season games 
with Minnesota since 
2019; he was acquired in 
a transfer from Sport-
ing Dijon in the Span-
ish Segunda Division. 

Lod’s guaranteed com-
pensation was listed at 
$952,496 for 2022, per 
MLS Players’ Associa-
tion figures shared in 
April.

Lod, a mainstay 
member of the Finland 
national team, led Min-
nesota with nine goals in 
2021 and he is the lead-
ing scorer in MNUFC’s 
MLS era with 22 goals.

Dibassy, 32, has played 
in 54 regular-season 
games for MNUFC after 
a transfer from Amiens 
in France’s Ligue 1 in 
2020; the Frenchman 
was brought in when 
2019 MLS Defender of 
the Year Ike Opara was 
sidelined by concus-
sions.

Dibassy, who is guar-
anteed compensation is 
$743,125 this year, also 
has been versatile this 
year, chipping in at left 
back due to injuries and 

absences in the season’s 
early stages.

Heath, who has 12 
selections for the MLS 
All-Star Game at Alli-
anz Field on Aug. 10, 
has mentioned Lod and 
Dibassy as two players 
he is considering for the 
26-player squad.

On top of versatility, 
Lod and Dibassy have 
been ultra reliable. They 
have played in 17 of 18 
total MLS games this 
season.

Starters sick
Kemar Lawrence and 

Joseph Rosales were ill 
and missed Wednes-
day’s training session 
in Blaine, putting the 
status of two projected 
starters up in the air 
for Friday night’s game 
against the Whitecaps in 
Vancouver.

“As a precaution we 
kept them at home,” 

Heath said Wednesday. 
“We’ll see how they are
later” when the team 
flies to British Columbia.

Backup center back
Nabi Kibunguchy also is 
ill.

Briefly
MNUFC2 goalkeeper

Fred Emmings is recu-
perating from a concus-
sion suffered last Thurs-
day. …The MLS summer 
transfer window opens 
Thursday, putting back-
up goalkeeper Tyler
Miller’s future on the
front burner. Miller, 
who is out of contract 
at year’s end, start-
ed the first two games 
of the season into early 
March but hasn’t played 
in MLS since then. The 
Loons have heard trade
requests for Miller. … 
Niko Hansen (thigh) is 
progressing in his rehab 
and did some ball work 
on the side Wednesday. 
… Romain Metanire is 
in the fourth week of 
rehab from a hamstring 
setback vs. Paderborn 
on June 11. The French-
man has been expected 
to be out 6-10 weeks. …
Kervin Arriaga (ankle) 
has been wearing a pro-
tective boot since he 
suffered ligament dam-
age vs. L.A. Galaxy on 
June 29. He is projected 
to miss 2-4 weeks. With 
Arriaga out and Rosales 
possibly unavailable 
Friday, Lod might start 
again in midfield vs. 
Vancouver.

Loons agree to new contract with 
Dibassy, Lod ‘hopeful’ to be next

Matt Blewett / USA Today Sports

Rafael Nadal, Nick 
Kyrgios advance to 
semis at Wimbledon

Lynx continue recent surge with win over Sky
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Merger options include the obvious 
(Big 12) and the not-so-obvious

PAC-12 SURVIVAL GUIDE

Stephen R. Sylvanie / USA Today Sports
Center court of T-Mobile Arena is pictured before the start of the Pac-12 Conference Championship 
game between the UCLA Bruins and the Arizona Wildcats on March12.

By Jon Wilner
Bay Area News Group

As the Pac-12 fights 
for survival in the 
wake of USC and UCLA 

announcing their joint 
departure for the Big Ten in 
2024, merger, acquisition 
and going-out-of-business 
talk is all the rage.

Washington and Oregon 
are also headed to the Big 
Ten …

No, Stanford is really the 
next target …

Arizona State, Arizona, 
Utah and Colorado are pre-
paring to jump to the Big 
12 …

The Pac-12 and Big 12 
should merge to form a 
super-conference …

Meanwhile, the grand-
master stays quiet, examin-
ing the chessboard and plot-
ting its next move.

The future of college foot-
ball in the western half of 
the country depends large-
ly, and perhaps entirely, on 
ESPN — one of the sport’s 
two overlords. The other, of 
course, is Fox.

How did we get here?
“It’s part media compa-

nies and part lack of lead-
ership in college sports,” a 
media industry source told 
us.

“Nobody looking out for 
best interests of (the) sport 
— too much self interest 
and conflicts.”

ESPN made the first grand 
move last summer, quiet-
ly orchestrating the SEC’s 
acquisition of Texas and 
Oklahoma.

Fox countered last month, 
whispering in the Big Ten’s 
ear that USC and UCLA would 
make fine additions to the 
conference.

Now, each network con-
trols a 16-team, blue-blood-
ed super-league.

“The score at halftime is 
ESPN 7, Fox 7,” the source 
said. “Should be an interest-
ing second half.”

From here, it appears that 
Fox has secured the proper-
ties it wants: The 14 teams 
currently in the Big Ten, 
plus the arrivals from Los 
Angeles.

We don’t doubt the Four 
Corners schools (Arizona, 
Arizona State, Colorado and 
Utah) are exploring a move 
to the Big 12 — a step that 
would leave the Pac-12 with 
six members and spur its 
extinction.

But that move doesn’t 
make complete sense for 
ESPN’s chessboard.

Washington and Oregon 
possess the premier foot-
ball properties among the 22 
schools remaining in the Big 
12 and Pac-12. Would ESPN 
tacitly approve any restruc-
turing of the sport west of 
the Mississippi that margin-
alizes the brands carrying 
the greatest value?

The network assuredly 
would want Washington and 
Oregon as the pillars of a 
strong conference, regard-
less of size or geographic 

center.
Maybe the Big 12 gobbles 

up the Four Corners schools 
first, then moves on the 
Pacific Northwest powers in 
a devastating one-two that 
buries the Pac-12 …

Welcome to the second 
installment in a Hotline 
series examining the future 
of the Pac-12. We addressed 
the broader themes, includ-
ing the desperate need for 
presidential leadership, in 
the introduction. Now, it’s 
time to sketch specific sce-
narios.

Our intent isn’t to favor 
one outcome over the other 
but, rather, to provide read-
ers with the broadest possi-
ble sweep of options so that, 
whenever the next move 
comes, the shockwaves will 
be limited.

(If you’re blindsided, the 
Hotline hasn’t done its job.)

In this and forthcom-
ing installments, we will 
assume Washington and 
Oregon aren’t on the brink 
of joining the Big Ten.

Having grabbed USC and 
UCLA, the superpower now 
seems focused on lur-
ing Notre Dame. Yes, the 
Irish would need a part-
ner, but we’ll deal with the 
role Washington and Oregon 
might play in that step if/
when it becomes necessary.

For now, let’s explore 
options for the Pac-12’s 
remaining schools, starting 
with mergers and moving 
to acquisitions later in the 
series.

And to be sure, an out-
right merger with the Big 12 
makes sense competitively 
and geographically, albe-
it less so academically and 
politically (especially after 
the Supreme Court’s ruling 
on Roe vs. Wade).

Why would the Big 12 con-
sider the move?

Well, there’s a favor to 
return. Last summer, after 
the Texas/Oklahoma thun-
derbolt, the Pac-12 opted 
against raiding the Big 12 
and, as a result, secured the 
league’s survival.

There’s also strength in 
numbers — let’s not for-
get, the Big 12 is a far lesser 
league without the Long-
horns and Sooners.

Yes, the four additions 
(UCF, Houston, BYU and 
Cincinnati) provide stability, 
but the conference is devoid 
of major football brands.

A partnership would not 
only tether the Big 12 to 
Washington and Oregon 
but create a joint operation 

superior to that of the ACC.
Why might ESPN be inter-

ested?
Because the resulting 

22-team super-conference 
would span all four time 
zones, come at an enormous 
discount and provide all 
the needed inventory to fill 
remaining gaps in the ABC, 
ESPN, ESPN2 and ESPN+ 
broadcast lineups.

Despite its massive invest-
ment in the SEC and lesser 
(but significant) investment 
in the ACC, the network still 
needs college football con-
tent for its uncovered mar-
kets, particularly those in 
the Mountain and Pacific 
time zones.

Also, don’t discount the 
prospect of the Pac-12 using 
Oregon and Washington — 
in conjunction with clandes-
tine approval by ESPN — to 
attempt a raid of the best six 
programs in the Big 12.

In this moment of weak-
ness, that would be the ulti-
mate power move.

(To be clear: We wouldn’t 
bet more than a nickel on 
the Pac-12 raiding the Big 12. 
But considering the current 
climate, we’d bet a nickel on 
every scenario.)

Those aren’t the only 
options for the Pac-12, how-
ever.

In fact, they might not be 
the preferred options.

The conference could 
explore an alliance — this 
one legally binding — with 
the ACC to create a bicoast-
al super-league that would 
serve as a counterweight to 
the SEC and Big Ten.

“I can tell you the presi-
dents of each league would 
love to be academically 
aligned with the other,’’ a 
source noted.

The merger would com-
bine the best football brands 
not accounted for (Wash-
ington, Oregon, Clemson, 
Miami and Florida State) 
and relegate the Big 12 to 
permanent third-class sta-
tus.

When asked about the 
travel demands, the source 
pointed to USC and UCLA 
joining the Big Ten and said, 
“That doesn’t seem to mat-
ter anymore.”

Why would the ACC agree?
It might not. After all, 

the ACC currently possesses 
more stability than either 
the Big 12 or Pac-12 because 
its members have bound 
their media rights to the 
conference until 2036.

But because of that lengthy 
grant-of-rights deal, the 
ACC cannot increase its 
media rights package with-
out restructuring.

A merger with the Pac-
12 would open the door to 
additional revenue.

Would it be enough?
That’s a question — one of 

many — for ESPN.
©2022 MediaNews Group, Inc. 

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, 
LLC.

Kirill Kudryavtsev/AFP via Getty Images/TNS
US WNBA basketball superstar Brittney Griner arrives to a hearing 
at the Khimki Court, outside Moscow on July 1. Griner, a two-time 
Olympic gold medallist and WNBA champion, was detained at 
Moscow airport in February on charges of carrying in her luggage 
vape cartridges with cannabis oil, which could carry a 10-year 
prison sentence.

By Bill Plaschke
Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES — From the 
hell of a Russian penal colony, 
an American basketball super-
star pleads for her freedom.

“As I sit here in a Russian 
prison, alone with my thoughts 
and without the protection of 
my wife, family, friends, Olym-
pic jersey, or any accomplish-
ments, I’m terrified I might be 
here forever,” writes Brittney 
Griner.

From the quiet of Cyrpto.
com Arena, Griner’s Phoenix 
Mercury teammates wonder 
whether anybody is listening.

“There’s not enough outcry, 
no, period, there’s not enough 
outcry,” says forward Brianna 
Turner.

From where she sits in a 
concrete converted orphanage 
in her 137th day as essentially 
a hostage, an American bas-
ketball superstar begs for help.

“On the 4th of July, our fam-
ily normally honors the service 
of those who fought for our 
freedom, including my father 
who is a Vietnam War Veter-
an,” writes Griner. “It hurts 
thinking about how I usual-
ly celebrate this day because 
freedom means something 
completely different to me this 
year.”

Back in downtown Los Ange-
les, in the middle of what 
should be the biggest story in 
sports, only one reporter shows 
up for Mercury pregame player 
interviews.

“If it were LeBron James or 
Tom Brady, this would be news 
that would be in the headlines 
every day,” says guard Sophie 
Cunningham. “With B.G., it 
is, and it’s not, it is, and it’s 
not, it needs to be a consistent 
message out there until she’s 
home.”

In Griner’s first public words 
since being arrested on drug 
charges at a Moscow airport on 
Feb. 17 and subsequently classi-
fied as “wrongfully detained,” 
she directly implored President 
Joe Biden on Monday to rescue 
her.

“I realize you are dealing 
with so much, but please don’t 
forget about me and the other 
American Detainees,” wrote 
Griner in excerpts of a hand-
written letter released to the 
media. “Please do all you can to 
bring us home. I voted for the 
first time in 2020 and I voted 
for you. I believe in you. I still 
have so much good to do with 
my freedom that you can help 
restore. I miss my wife! I miss 
my family! I miss my team-
mates! It kills me to know they 
are suffering so much right 
now. I am grateful for whatever 
you can do at this moment to 
get me home.”

The letter is wrenching. The 
desperation is heartbreaking. 
The silence is suffocating.

The furor around the detain-
ing of one of the most powerful 
forces in women’s basketball 
history — seven-time WNBA 
All-Star, two-time Olympic 
champion, WNBA champion 
and NCAA champion — has 
been as muted as her sport.

“We in women’s sports don’t 
get as much coverage, we get 
4 percent of the media, so this 
gets 4 percent of the attention 
it should be getting,” said Mer-
cury coach Vanessa Nygaard. 
“There’s more that can be 
done.”

There is a site, Wearebg.org, 
that contains a petition that 
has nearly 300,000 signees. A 
letter from influential groups 
representing women, peo-

ple of color and the LGBTQ
community called upon Presi-
dent Biden and Vice President 
Kamala Harris to push to gain 
her release.

Still, nothing has gained 
steam and nothing has worked.

The U.S. government even 
botched a planned phone call 
with Griner’s wife, Cherelle, a 
few weeks ago on the couple’s 
fourth anniversary. The call 
was supposed to go through 
the U.S. Embassy in Moscow, 
but because it was on a Sat-
urday, nobody showed up for 
work to make the connection. 
According to Griner’s repre-
sentatives, 11 calls from Griner 
did not go through and the two 
women never spoke.

“I have zero trust in my gov-
ernment right now,” Cherelle 
told Associated Press at the 
time. “If I can’t trust you to 
catch a Saturday call outside of 
business hours, how can I trust 
you to actually be negotiating 
on my wife’s behalf to come 
home?”

Griner was traveling to play 
for her powerhouse Russian 
team for a salary roughly five 
times what she is paid in the 
WNBA when she was arrested 
in a Moscow airport for pos-
sessing what authorities said 
were vape cartridges contain-
ing 0.7 grams of cannabis oil. 
Experts have agreed that if
such an infraction had truly 
been committed, she would 
have normally been sentenced 
to a month in prison, a fine and 
deportation.

But a week after she was
imprisoned, Russia invaded 
Ukraine and Griner’s assumed 
fame made her a political pawn 
and a candidate for a prisoner 
swap.

The Russians thought Griner 
had the power of celebrity, and 
even said as much.

“The famous athlete was
detained with illegal drugs that 
contained narcotic substanc-
es,” said Dmitri S. Peskov, a 
Kremlin spokesman. “Only the 
court can pass a verdict.”

But it turns out, the 6-foot-
9 icon apparently isn’t famous 
enough.

Brittney Griner is not only 
being held captive by the Rus-
sians, but also by her appear-
ance and sexuality.

She’s Black. She’s covered 
in tattoos. She has dread-
locks. She’s gay. She doesn’t 
fit America’s image of the ideal 
female athlete, so America is 
pretty much shrugging.

If this had been Brady, we’d 
be going to war right now.

Caught in an internation-
al nightmare amid divisive 
national perception, Griner 
continues to wait while her
teammates’ fears continue to 
grow.

The Sparks took the baton 
Monday by collecting shoes at 
the arena front door in honor 
of Griner’s annual “BG’s Heart 
and Sole Shoe Drive,” a charity 
that began when Griner would 
regularly stop and give home-
less people shoes out of the
trunk of her car. The Sparks 
later donated one pair of the 
shoes to a young girl during 
the game.

It was a great effort, and
here’s hoping it can reverber-
ate beyond the couple of thou-
sand people in attendance and 
the small group watching on 
national television. Right now, 
that feels like a pretty high 
hope.

“If anyone out there is lis-
tening …” Nygaard said.

If they are, for Brittney Gri-
ner, it’s 137 days in hell … and 
counting.

©2022 Los Angeles Times. Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Is America listening?
Brittney Griner pleads 
for freedom

Having grabbed USC and 
UCLA, the superpower now 

seems focused on luring 
Notre Dame. Yes, the Irish 
would need a partner, but 

we’ll deal with the role 
Washington and Oregon 
might play in that step if/

when it becomes necessary.



By John Lamb
The Forum

I Love the 90s
Thursday, July 7
Get ready to “Bust a Move” on 

Thursday night when the latest 
“I Love the 90s Tour” rolls into 
Moorhead’s Bluestem Amphithe-
ater. The pop music flashback fea-
tures chart-toppers like Vanilla 
Ice (“Ice, Ice Baby,” “Play That 
Funky Music,” “Ninja Rap”), Tone 
Loc (“Wild Thing,” “Funky Cold 
Medina”), All-4-One (“I Swear,” 
“I Can Love You Like That”), Rob 
Base (“It Takes Two”) and Young 
MC (“Bust a Move”). Tickets range 
from $36.50 to $146.50, plus fees; 
jadepresents.com or 866-300-
8300

Mark Lindquist
Friday, July 8
Known for singing “The 

Star-Spangled Banner” before 
local and national sporting events, 
Mark Lindquist made the news 
earlier this year for flying to 
Ukraine to aid in the humanitarian 
effort following Russia’s invasion. 
The Moorhead man has returned 
home, but is still raising funds 
for charitable causes in Ukraine. 
Lindquist will host a fundraiser 
Friday night at Fargo’s Sanctuary 
Events Center that will include 
a presentation on the war-torn 
country, followed by a big band 

performance of Frank Sinatra 
music featuring Russ Peterson 
and other local musicians back-
ing the singer. Lindquist will be 
offering items like pieces from a 
Russian missile turned into jew-
elry and pieces from a Russian jet 
to donors. The event is free, but 
donations will be accepted.

Deana Carter
Friday
Twenty-six years after releas-

ing her debut album, Deana Car-

ter’s “Did I Shave My Legs for 
This?” holds up as one of the 
great country albums by a female 
artist. Of the 11 tracks, seven were 
released as singles, with “Straw-
berry Wine” and “We Danced the 
Night Away” topping the charts. 
Her follow-ups weren’t as big a 
hit, but she had success, includ-
ing when Kenny Chesney covered 
“You and Tequila.” The singer 
brings all of her hits and some 
favorite covers to the stage when 
she plays the Fargo Theatre on 

Friday night. Music starts at 7 
p.m. with the Jensen Sisters. Tick-
ets range from $35 to $45, plus 
fees; jadepresents.com or 866-
300-8300.

Red River Market
Saturday, July 9
It’s midsummer and the crops 

are coming in nicely. Check out 
what some area farms have been 
growing Saturday at the opening 
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By Jon Bream
Star Tribune

MINNEAPOLIS — 
After enduring three 
consecutive nights next 
to Ted Nugent’s giant 
stack of Marshall ampli-
fiers, I received a gift 
from the guitar hero: 
earplugs.

The Nuge may be tone 
deaf on some topics, but 
not about hearing. After 
all, he is partially deaf 
in one ear. Protecting 
his ears is essential. He 
opened a drawer in a 

roadie case and hand-
ed over my first pair of 
plugs — Super Sonic II.

That was 1976, and 
I’ve worn earplugs ever 
since. Not those foam 
ones; they block out the 
sound. No, more sophis-
ticated ones. Like those 
old Super Sonic II, inch-
long flanged rubber with 
a little metal diaphragm 
to cut down on the 
high frequencies. They 
may look dorky — like 
something protruding 
from Herman Munster 

stuck in your auditory 
canal — but they serve 
an invaluable purpose.

My ears aren’t ringing 
when I hit the pillow 
after a rock concert. Or 
the next morning.

I’m not going to get 
all scientific and talk 
about how rock concerts 
are typically blasting 
at 105 to 110 decibels, 
which is way loud-
er than advisable. Good 
earplugs — not the free 

Country 
singer Deana 
Carter.

Contributed / 
Jade Presents

Rapper Young MC.

Contributed

Singer Mark Lindquist.

Dragomir Yankovic / Getty Images / TNS
Fans enjoy the atmosphere during third day of Lollapalooza Chile 2019 on March 
31, 2019, in Santiago, Chile. 

Why this music critic wears 
hearing protection at shows 
— and why you should, too

folk big band and rock

Pop, country,
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of the Red River Mar-
ket. The eighth season 
features more growers, 
bakers and food makers 
as well as artists and 
crafters. More than 60 
tables and tents will set 
up in and around Broad-
way Square in down-
town Fargo from 10 a.m. 
until 2 p.m. every Sat-

urday through October, 
with the exception of 
July 17 when the mar-
ket moves to Sunday due 
to the Downtown Fargo 
Street Fair. New stands 
this year include Hand 
& Stone Sharpening for 
kitchen knives and At 
Home Bakery, which 
features gluten-free, 
dairy free and refined 
sugar free goods. This 
week features music by 
Fiasco (ah!) Response 

Team, Brass Interfer-
ence and DJ Pretty Ricky; 
www.redriver.market

Melvins
Saturday
Rock icons The Mel-

vins will return to Fargo 
on Saturday night for 
another set of deafening 
tunes. The power trio 
will celebrate its 40th 
anniversary next year, a 
run that paved the way 
for grunge and stoner 
rock as well as doom 

metal, inspiring bands 
like Nirvana, Sound-
garden, Tool, Lamb of 
God and more, all with-
out much mainstream 
exposure. The group 
will blow the doors off 
The Hall at Fargo Brew-
ing starting at 8 p.m. 
Tickets are $27.50 plus 
fees; jadepresents.com 
or 866-300-8300

Frank Turner
Monday, July 11
Due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, many artists 
missed out on touring. 
Now that things have 
gotten better, they are 
getting back on the road, 
but few with the tenac-
ity of Frank Turner. The 
English punk folksinger 
is playing 50 states in 
50 days, including The 
Hall at Fargo Brewing 
on Monday night, one 
day after Chicago and 
the night before shows 
in Sioux Falls, S.D., and 

Minneapolis. During the 
pandemic, the sing-
er and guitarist played 
online shows to bene-
fit independent ven-
ues, so this tour is from 
the heart. Music starts 
at 8 p.m. with open-
er Ian Johnson. Tickets 
are $20, plus fees; jade-
presents.com or 866-
300-8300
Readers can reach Forum reporter 
John Lamb at jlamb@forumcomm.

com.
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Share your Summer Fun 
Memories with us!

June-August we will feature 1 photo per 
week in our Saturday edition of The Forum!

Enter a new photo each week.

Submit your 
photos at

inforum.news/
summerfun

Dear Annie: At the 
beginning of the 
pandemic, my 

son moved in with his 
longtime girlfriend. Due 
to confinement, they 
became very dependent 
on each other. Now she 
wants to get engaged 
and married. 

He is Catholic; she 
is not. He works days; 
she works nights. He 
likes to party; she is 
an introvert. He is 
physically active; she 
is a homebody. He 
wants to spend a year 
traveling and working 
abroad; she wants to 
put roots down. He even 
found jobs for both of 

them in Europe, but she 
is not willing to budge.

Every time marriage 
comes up, he comes 
home for a few days 
and then goes back to 
her. The fights about 
engagement put my son 
into therapy. He says 
he loves her, but if they 
get engaged, he has to 
give up all his dreams. 
I am afraid he’ll give in 
and wake up one day 

married with kids, with 
regrets and hating his 
life. — Mother Whose 
Heart Is Breaking

Dear Mother 
Whose Heart Is 
Breaking: Sometimes, 
relationships require 
compromise. Other 
times, people need 
to break free from 
their partners in order 
to grow. A couples 
therapist can help your 
son and his girlfriend 
discover which category 
they fall into. 

Dear Annie: After 
many years, prayers and 
medical interventions, 
I am pregnant and, 
along with my family 

and friends, looking 
forward to a celebratory 
baby shower. My issue 
is whether I must invite 
a narcissistic sister-
in-law, or if it seems 
appropriate to only 
invite her daughters, 
ages 10 and 14.

Over the years, my 
relationship with my 
sister-in-law has 
deteriorated to the 
point that she refuses 
to speak to me and we 
have to have separate 
family holidays. I 
would never invite this 
person to any event, 
but her daughters and 
I maintain a loving 
relationship.

From your 
perspective, is it 
appropriate to address 
the invitation to my 
nieces only? I would 
really miss their 
presence but cannot 
stand the thought of 
their mother attending 
this special day. — 
Struggling

Dear Struggling: 
Congratulations on 
your pregnancy! I can 
understand not wanting 
to have any negative 
energy around you and 
your family at your 
baby shower. 

If your nieces were 
adults living on 
their own, you could 

absolutely exclude their 
mother. Unfortunately, 
they are minors and, 
presumably, living 
under her care. 
Because of your loving 
relationship with your 
nieces, the polite thing 
would be to address 
all three of them on 
your invitation. If, as 
you say, she “refuses 
to speak to you,” then 
she’ll probably be a 
no-show regardless. 
If she does show up, 
welcome her with the 
same love and kindness 
you feel for her 
daughters.

Send your questions for Annie 
Lane to dearannie@creators.com.

ANNIE
LANE

Dear Annie

Son struggling with incompatible live-in girlfriend

Contributed
The Melvins.

ones available at Minneapo-
lis clubs mandated by a 2014 
ordinance — enable you to 
hear the music clearly but 
diminish all frequencies, 
from treble to bass, that can 
cause ringing and permanent 
hearing damage.

High frequencies at high 
volume have punished count-
less musicians — the Who’s 
Pete Townshend, Foo Fight-
ers’ Dave Grohl, and even 
Barbra Streisand, to name a 
few — resulting in tinnitus 
(a constant ringing in your 
ears).

More than 45 years and 
9,000 concerts after my close 
encounter with the Nuge, my 
ears are fine, according to 
my audiologist, though some 

readers might disagree.
I wear earplugs at every 

concert (and at sporting 
events) unless it’s all acoustic 
instruments. There’s no need 
to be macho or ashamed about 
this. Smart musicians protect 
themselves with either cus-
tom-made plugs (molded to 
fit their ears) or in-ear mon-
itors for which they can con-
trol the volume.

I’ve graduated from Super 
Sonic II to more comfortable, 
sensitive and less obtrusive 
— and less dorky — earplugs. 
And they have sexier names 
like Eargasm and Earasers. 
Sure beats words like tinnitus 
and hearing aids.

Splurge if you like for cus-
tom-molded earplugs, which 
typically start at about $100 a 
pair. There are other quality, 
reusable prophylactics avail-
able at modest prices that will 
let you hear all the necessary 

nuances at concerts without 
your ears ringing afterward.

Here is a sampling, with 
manufacturer’s listed prices.

Earasers: My go-to plugs 
for several years, they’re 
small, clear silicone, con-
toured to your ears, with a 
tiny filter and a small pull 
to help remove them. Avail-
able in small, medium and 
large, they are discreet and 
comfortable. Caveat: I’ve had 
them fall out without real-
izing it, leaving me with an 
orphaned earplug. Reduction: 
19 decibels. $49.99, earasers.
net

Vibes Hi Fidelity: Despite 
being turned down on “Shark 
Tank” in 2017, these plugs 
from a Minneapolis-based 
company have prospered. 
With a round silicone ball on 
the end of a straight plas-
tic stick, they have a special 
filter. “It looks like you have 

a piece of plastic jewelry in 
your ear,” said the dude next 
to me at a recent concert. Each 
one comes with three inter-
changeable sizes for either 
ear. Reduction: 15 decibels. 
$26.95, discovervibes.com

Fender Professional Hi-Fi: 
A product from the well-
known guitar maker, these 
remind me of my old Super 
Sonic II except they’re clear, 
not tan, straight flanged 
silicone plugs with a little 
plastic pull. With two inter-
changeable-sized tips, they 
fit snugly but look a bit outré. 
Their cool carrying case 
resembles an oversized guitar 
pick. Reduction: 20 decibels. 
$29.99, fender.com

Earos One: Conceived by a 
former director of MIT Acous-
tics and Vibratory Lab, these 
black flanged cones fit tight. 
At the outer end is a flat black 
plastic “concha pad” to help 

secure them specifically in 
your left and right ear. Looks 
like you’re wearing earbuds. 
Comes with one set of extra 
cones. Reduction: 17 decibels. 
$40, earos.com

EarLabs dBud: These Swed-
ish-designed plugs are ambi-
tious. Their special feature is 
two settings: Louder is bright 
(11 decibels reduction), loud 
is slightly muted (24 deci-
bels reduction). These black 
silicone-and-foam devices fit 
like earbuds, attached by an 
annoying thin black cord so 
you won’t lose them. They 
come with three pairs of foam 
ear tips in small, medium and 
large. The soft rubber carry-
ing case does not close snugly 
so the plugs can get dusty. 
$59, dbud.io

©2022 StarTribune. Visit at startribune.
com. Distributed by Tribune Content 

Agency, LLC.
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M. Schleif / Contributed
A scene from the Red River Market.

M. Schleif / Contributed
Vendors at the Red River Market.
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DENNIS THE MENACE THE LOCKHORNS

HOCUS FOCUS

JUMBLE PUZZLE

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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Cryptoquip

Each letter stands for 
another. If you think X=O, 
for example, it would equal 
O throughout the puzzle.

Today’s 
clue: 
B = P

Yesterday’s answer: 
Where do you suppose some  
ground-dwelling monkeys could  
hang out? Down in the baboon-docks.

Please see page 2 of the classified section for printing instructions.
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THURSDAY JULY 7, 2022   (X) DESIGNATES FARGO, MOORHEAD, WEST FARGO, AND DILWORTH CHANNELS

STATION (X) S M 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM

WDAY (ABC) (6) (6) News (N) EEnt. Tonight Press Your Luck (N) GGeneration Gap (P) (N) FFatal "The Eyes Have It" (P) (N) NNews (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel Live (N) (:35) Nightl. (N) (:05) Paid 

WDAY3 (WX) (29) (596) News (N) 225 Words or Chicago Fire "Joyriding" MMonk News (N) EEnt. Tonight News (N) (:35) DishNat. (:05) Maury (:05) Chi.Fire 

KXJB (CBS) (9) (9) News (N) NNews (N) YYoung Sheldon U.S. of Al Ghosts B Positive Bull "Caliban" NNews (N) (:35) The Late Show (:35) James Corden 

KVLY (NBC) (11) (11) News (N) WWheel Fortune Law & Order Law & Order: S.V.U. Law & Order: Organized Crime Valley News (:35) The Tonight Show (:35) Seth Meyers 

KFME (PBS) (13) (13) PBS NewsHour (N) OOld House (N) AAsk House (N) PPrairie Pulse Prairie Mosaic Alba Bales Antiques Rd. Amanpour and Company (N) IICT Newscast Asia Insight News (N) 

KVRR (FOX) (10) (10) KVRR News (N) YYoung Sheldon MasterChef Don't Forget the Lyrics KVRR Local News at 9 p.m. (N) YYoung Sheldon (:35) BigBang (:05) Last Man (:35) Modern (:05) 2 Broke G.

WDAY (CW) (28) (14) Family Guy FamilyGuy 2/2 WWalker Flash "Armageddon, Part 1" TThe Goldbergs The Goldbergs Bob's Burgers Bob's Burgers Black-ish Black-ish Schitt's Creek 

KCPM (MNT) (27) (597) Celeb Page (N) CCeleb Page (N) DDateline Chicago P.D. "Disco Bob" AAccess H. (N) MMysteries TBA TBA Dish Nation (N) CCheaters Chapel 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  
A&E  (199) (41) First 48 "Green-Eyed Monster" TThe First 48 "Freestyling" (N) AAccused: Guilty or Innocent (N) IInterrogation Raw (N) (:05) The First 48 "Easy Mark" (:05) The First 48 "Freestyling" (:05) Accused 

AMC  (358) (54) (4:00)  Pearl Harbor  Forrest Gump (1994, Comedy/Drama) Sally Field, Gary Sinise, Tom Hanks.  Forrest Gump (1994, Comedy/Drama) Sally Field, Gary Sinise, Tom Hanks. 

BSNOR  (153) (27) (5:00) TheRally OOutdoors (N) MMLS SSoccer Real Salt Lake at Minnesota United FC AAmer.Ninja "Denver City Finals" OOutdoors Rooster Tales MadeOutdoors Destination MLS SSoccer 

CINEMAX  (511) (420) (5:25)  R.I.P.D. AAftermath (‘17, Dra) Arnold Schwarzenegger. (:35)  The Day After Tomorrow (‘04, Act) Dennis Quaid. (:40)  Robin Hood (‘18, Act) Jamie Dornan, Taron Egerton. 

COM  (-) (61) Daily Show (:45) The Office (:20) The Office (:55) The Office The Office The Office The Office Daily Show (:45) The Office (:15) South Park (:45) South Park (:15) Daily Show

DISN  (302) (36) BigCityGreen BigCityGreen BigCityGreen BigCityGreen Jessie Jessie BigCityGreen BigCityGreen Miraculous Miraculous Jessie Jessie Jessie 

DSC  (263) (3) Mysteries of the Abandoned Mysteries of the Abandoned Mysteries of the Abandoned Mysteries of the Abandoned Abandoned "Nazi Death Star" MMysteries of the Abandoned Abandoned 

ESPN  (133) (24) Draft (L) NBA BBasketball Summer League Houston vs Orlando (L) NNBA BBasketball Summer League Por./Det. (L) 

ESPN2  (134) (25) W.L. LLacrosse World Championship (L) WW.L. LLacrosse World Championship Women's Semifinal (L) SSportsCenter (N) SSportsCenter (N) SSportsCent. (N)

FOOD  (270) (34) Beat Flay Beat Flay Rest. "A Trifecta of Failure" (N) BBeat Flay (N) BBeat Flay (N) MMe or "Saucy Situations" (N) BBeat Flay Beat Flay Beat Flay Beat Flay Me or the 

FREE  (232) (39) The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office 1/2 TThe Office 2/2 GGood Trouble (N) TThe 700 Club The Simpsons The Simpsons The Simpsons 

FX  (193) (56)  Thor: Ragnarok (2017, Action) Cate Blanchett, Mark Ruffalo, Chris Hemsworth. TThe Old Man "V" (N) TThe Old Man "V" TThe Old Man "V" 

HBO  (500) (401) Westworld WWorld "Well Enough Alone" (:55)  Old (‘21, Myst) Gael García Bernal. (:45) Irma Vep "Hypnotic Eyes" (:40) Sam Jay (:10)  Endangered (2022, Documentary) 

HGTV  (272) (35) NoDemo "Out of the Gray" NNoDemo "Goodbye Beige" NNoDemo "Between Friends" (N) HHouse Hunters House (N) HHouse Hunters House Hunters NoDemo "Between Friends" HHouse Hunters

HIST  (274) (46) (5:30) Alone "The Land Giveth" AAlone "The Weasel" AAlone "The Birds" (N) (:35) Kings of Pain (N) (:35) Mountain (:05) Alone "The Weasel" AAlone 

LIF  (100) (31) Rizzoli & Isles "Phoenix Rising" RRizzoli & Isles Rizzoli "Burden of Proof" (:05) Rizzoli & Isles (:05) Rizzoli & Isles "Foot Loose" RRizzoli & Isles Rizzoli & Isles 

NICK  (-) (37) Danger F (N) DDanger F (N) LLay Lay SpongeBob  Open Season (‘06, Ani) Martin Lawrence. FFriends Friends Friends Friends Friends 

PARMT  (-) (60) Two and a Half Two and a Half To Be Announced  Ghostbusters (1984, Comedy) Harold Ramis, Dan Aykroyd, Bill Murray. GGhostbusters III

SYFY  (189) (45) Movie  Speed (1994, Action) Sandra Bullock, Dennis Hopper, Keanu Reeves.  Cast Away (2000, Drama) Helen Hunt, Nick Searcy, Tom Hanks.  Anaconda

SHO  (520) (435) (5:00)  The Souvenir TThe Souvenir: Part II (‘21, Dra) Tilda Swinton. (P) TThe Man Who Fell To Earth The Chi "Oh Girl" FFlatbush We Hunt (:15) We Hunt 

TBS  (191) (5) The Big Bang The Big Bang The Big Bang The Big Bang The Big Bang The Big Bang Full Frontal Full Frontal Young Sheldon Young Sheldon Young Sheldon Young Sheldon Wipeout 

TCM  (360) (53) (5:15) It Should Happen to You  The Half-Naked Truth Lupe Velez.  A Woman Rebels Katharine Hepburn. (:15)  The Great Man Votes John Barrymore. (:45)  Ladies of the Jury 

TLC  (215) (44) Seeking Sister Wife Pimple "Big Pop on Campus" PPimple "Comedone Sail Away" DDr. Pimple "Brain Pimple" PPimple "Driving Miss Lumpy" PPimple "Big Pop on Campus" DDr. Pimple 

TNT  (185) (59) (5:45)  The Dark Knight (2008, Action) Heath Ledger, Aaron Eckhart, Christian Bale. HHarley Quinn Harley Quinn  Batman Begins (2005, Action) Michael Caine, Liam Neeson, Christian Bale. 

TOON  (317) (38) Gumball Gumball King of the Hill King of the Hill Bob's Burgers Bob's Burgers Amer. Dad 1/2 AAmer. Dad 2/2 AAmerican Dad! Rick and Morty The Boondocks Robot/(:45) Robot Venture Bros. 

USA  (187) (58) Law & Order: S.V.U. Chrisley Knows (:25) Chrisley CChrisley (N) AAustin Dill (N) CChrisley Knows Chrisley Knows Chrisley Knows Chrisley Knows (:05) Chrisley Austin Dillon (:05) Miz & Mrs.
 

S = Sparklight, M = Midcontinent

Get the latest weather news and alerts with 
up-to-date forecasts, current and future 

radar and more with the Stormtracker app. 

By John Wheeler
FARGO — It has been 

windy. The average wind 
speed in Fargo from Jan. 
1 through June 30 from 
1991 through 2020 is 
11.5 mph, with the wind 
blowing at 20 mph or 
greater just over 10% of 
the time. This year, the 
average wind speed from 
Jan. 1 through June 30 
was 14.4 mph with the 
wind blowing at 20 mph 
or greater 24% of the 
time.

It has been windier 
because there has been a 
very tight pressure gra-
dient with good direc-

tional hookup between 
surface winds and a fast 
jet stream a lot of the 
time. The answer to why 
this pattern has been in 
place so frequently is 
harder to answer. The La 
Nina weather pattern in 
the Pacific Ocean tendS 
to make it a bit stormier 
and windier in the North-
ern Plains, but a La Nina 
was in place during 2021 
also. Ultimately, I do not 
have an answer to exactly 
why tit has been so windy 
lately. It just has.

John Wheeler is Chief 
Meteorologist for WDAY 

Television.

If you think it has been 
windy lately, it has
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Yesterday’s answer

Complete the grid so 
every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 
inclusively.

BRIDGE SUDOKU Please see page 2 of the classified 
section for printing instructions.

Protecting partner
Cy the Cynic says that two can live as 

cheaply as one, but these days, both of 
them must work to do it. It takes two players 
to conduct effective defense; help your 
partner avoid errors.

Today’s East-West misjudged the bidding 
-- they could have made five spades -- but 
could have salvaged something by beating 
five diamonds doubled. West led the deuce 
of hearts, which East recognized as a 
singleton. He took the ace and returned 
the ten.

West ruffed, but then he led a spade, the 
suit East had bid. South won, drew trumps 
and ran the hearts to pitch his clubs.

Making five.
SINGLETON
East could have saved his partner by 

taking the ace of clubs at Trick Two. West 
will signal low, confirming that his heart 
lead was a singleton, and then East returns 

a heart. West ruffs and cashes his king of 
clubs for down two.

East should have been especially wary 
since his ten of hearts looked like a suit-
preference signal for spades -- the high-
ranking suit -- and was sure to mislead 
West.

DAILY QUESTION
You hold:   K J 10 8 6 4   A 10   4   

 A 7 4 2. Your partner opens one 
diamond, you bid one spade and he rebids 
two diamonds. What do you say?

ANSWER: Most partnerships would 
treat a jump to three spades as invitational 
to game, not forcing. (A case exists for 
a forcing treatment, especially at IMPs 
or rubber bridge where accurate game 
and slam bidding is vital.) Your hand is 
promising enough to commit to game. Bid 
three clubs or four spades.

East dealer
Both sides vulnerable




