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By Dan Gunderson

Minnesota 
scientists are 
seeking funding 

to investigate if a toxic 
chemical from tires is 
harming popular fish 
species.

Scientists in 
Washington spent years 
unraveling the mystery 
of unexplained deaths 
of coho salmon in 
urban streams.

They eventually 
linked the fish kills to 
a previously unknown 
chemical that enters the 
environment from tire 
rubber.

“The toxicity data in 
coho salmon says this 
is among the five or six 
most toxic compounds 
yet known,” said Ed 
Kolodziej, a University 
of Washington 
researcher.

A chemical called 
6PPD has been used 
in tires for decades 
to protect them from 
oxidation, essentially 
keeping the rubber 
from cracking and 
crumbling.

But when exposed 
to oxygen and ozone 
in the environment, 
that tire protecting 
chemical transforms 
into another, called 
6PPD-quinone, and 
that’s what researchers 
in Washington found 
is highly toxic to the 
salmon.

“So we have 
this combination 
of incredibly high 
toxicity and incredibly 
widespread use. And 
to me, those factors 
together are pretty 
substantial cause 
for concern,” said 
Kolodziej.

Scientists still 
have more questions 
than answers about 
how widespread the 
chemical is, and what 
aquatic species are 
most susceptible to it.

But many agree on 
the potential risk.

“I would actually 
place this (as) 
one of the priority 
contaminants of 
concern right now,” 

said Markus Hecker, 
professor and Canada 
Research Chair at 
the University of 
Saskatchewan.

“I haven’t seen a 
chemical with similar 
dramatic effects over 
such a short period 
of time in such low 
concentrations, for 
quite some time,” he 
said.

Researchers in 
Saskatchewan found 
the toxic chemical in 
stormwater runoff and 
in snowmelt in 2019 
and 2020 at levels 
similar to those that 
were toxic to the coho 
salmon in Washington.

Research also found 
the chemical in runoff 
in a highly urbanized 
watershed near 
Toronto.

Hecker has tested 
the toxicity of 6PPD-
quinone on trout 
species related to 
salmon.

The research is 
under review prior to 
publication.

“It seems that there 
actually are other 
salmonid species that 
are relatively sensitive 
at comparable or at 
slightly higher levels 
than the coho salmon, 
so there may be 
other species we are 
concerned about,” said 
Hecker.

But scientists in 
Washington also found 
puzzling differences in 
response among fish 
to the chemical during 
stormwater runoff 
events.

“Sometimes there 
was chum salmon right 
there in the same storm, 
and the chum were 
apparently totally fine,” 
said Kolodziej. “And 
yet the coho salmon 
died. And so we know 
there’s the substantial 
differences in their 
sensitivity.”

“So this is unique 
from my perspective 
that you have such a 
vast difference between 
toxic or not toxic,” said 
Hecker. “It’s almost like 
a switch to turn on and 
off and say it’s toxic or 
it’s not toxic.”

It also appears 

the chemical is not 
persistent at toxic 
levels, but is directly 
related to stormwater 
runoff in rain events.

“It’s not present at 
high concentrations 
all the time. We see 
concentrations pretty 
low before a storm, 
and then the storm 
happens and then the 
concentrations shoot 
way up within an hour 
or two,” explained 
Kolodziej. “And then 
a few hours later, 
they drop back down. 
Concentrations go up 
and down quickly in 
storms. And that always 
makes sampling hard.”

Much of the limited 
research done so far 
has focused on salmon 
species. Minnesota 
has three salmon 
species that have been 
introduced over the 
years in Lake Superior 
and its tributaries, 
including coho salmon.

At a congressional 
hearing in July, a tire 
industry official said the 
U.S. Tire Manufacturers 
Association supported 
additional research to 
learn more about the 
recently discovered 
transformation 
chemical.

Looking in 
Minnesota

University of 
Minnesota associate 
professor Nick Phelps 
wants to find out 
if more prominent 
Minnesota species like 
walleye, bass or bluegill 
are susceptible to the 
chemical.

“Given the acute 
toxicity at very low 
concentrations, it 
got a lot of people’s 
attention. And I think 
it’s well-deserved,” 
said Phelps. “I am very 
confident we will find 
the chemical here in 
Minnesota. The extent 
of the problem is still 
unknown. And the 
impact it might have 
on our local species is a 
question.”

Phelps and a 
team of scientists 
submitted a proposal 
for research funding 
to the Legislative-
Citizen Commission 
on Minnesota 
Resources to first 
test for the chemical 
in urban waterways, 
and establish the 
level of sensitivity 
for ecologically and 
economically important 
fish species in the state.

Phelps has studied 
fish kills across 
the state and he 
found many that are 
unexplained.

He said it’s important 
to understand if the 
toxic tire chemical 
might be responsible 
for some of those 
events.

“We’re primarily 
concerned about 
these urban areas and 
massive impulses of 
water from road runoff. 
The lake that has the 
most fish kills over the 
timespan that we have 

data is Lake Calhoun 
(renamed Bde Maka 
Ska). Those are the 
types of places where 
we’re probably going to 
focus this study,” said 
Phelps.

The Legislative-
Citizen Commission on 
Minnesota Resources 
did not recommend a 
package of research 
projects for this 
legislative session, 
leaving the fate of the 
request and dozens 
of other research 
proposals in doubt.

TACKLING TOXIC TIRES 
Scientists seek funding 
to look for chemical in 

Minnesota waters

By Gita Sitaramiah

MINNEAPOLIS — Delta 
Air Lines will resume 
daily flights to Europe 
from Minneapolis- 
St. Paul International 
Airport by summer and 
expects to be back at 
pre-pandemic operating 
levels next year, the air-
line’s top local executive 
said Wednesday.

“We’re starting to see 
passengers come back 
but, most importantly, 
we’re seeing our corpo-
rates come back,” said 
Mary Loeffelholz, vice 
president for MSP cus-
tomer service for Delta.

MSP is the second- 
largest hub for Atlanta- 
based Delta. The airline 
and its regional affiliates 
account for 7 of 10 flights 
at the airport.

Business custom-
ers often book higher- 
priced travel, making 
their return to the skies 
a positive indicator for 
airlines and the broader 
hospitality industry.

Loeffelholz said she 
is seeing an unofficial 

sign that business trav-
el is ramping up: more 
passengers carrying the 
Tumi bags popular with 
corporate travelers.

Delta chief execu-
tive Ed Bastian said last 
month that he expects 
the carrier will be profit-
able in 2022 for the first 
time since the pandemic 
began.

Executives at Minne-
apolis-based Sun Coun-
try Airlines this week 
said they were seeing a 
sharp uptick in bookings 
for next month’s spring 
break, and they expect-
ed demand and fares to 
be strong for months 
beyond that.

Delta traffic at MSP is 
back to about 70% of the 
pre-pandemic peak.

“I would say by the 
end of this year, if things 
continue as planned, 
we’ll be at 80% or 90% 
capacity restored,” Loef-
felholz said. “March 
really starts our growth. 
Our network activity will 
start to increase month 
by month.”

The carrier has added 
nearly 400 employees 

since last spring and has 
more than 1,600 at the 
airport. Delta lost 500 
Twin Cities employees in 
a rapid voluntary down-
sizing after the pandem-
ic began.

Delta’s transatlantic 
service will be complete-
ly restored in spring in 
time for summer vaca-
tions. Daily nonstop ser-
vice from the Twin Cities 
will resume to Amster-
dam, Paris, London and 
Reykjavik. The Amster-
dam route also ramps up 
to twice daily in May and 
more than twice daily in 
June. The Iceland route 
began in May 2021.

“There’s nothing bet-
ter than a nonstop so, 
alongside the airport, 
we’re very, very excit-
ed,” Loeffelholz said.

Currently, Delta offers 
a nonstop to Amsterdam 
and Paris from Minne-
apolis-St. Paul but nei-
ther is daily. Twin Cit-
ies travelers flying Delta 
to Europe typically are 
changing planes in 
Atlanta or at New York’s 
JFK airport.

In the works for next 

year is a new Delta Sky 
Club Lounge on Con-
course G that will offer 
views of planes landing 
and taking off over the 
Minnesota River Valley.

Before the pandemic, 
Delta was planning for 
a new Sky Club but had 
to put nonessential capi-

tal improvements at MSP 
and its other airports on 
hold. Delta’s new MSP 
lounge will be more than 
17,000 square feet with 
an indoor-outdoor sky 
deck. Delta now oper-
ates two Sky Clubs at the 
airport.

Delta also is rebuilding 

its hubs at Los Ange-
les International Airport
and LaGuardia Airport in
New York.

Delta employees will 
receive a $1,250 profit-
sharing payment Feb. 14.

© 2022 Star Tribune. Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency LLC.

Delta Air Lines to resume daily transatlantic service from MSP
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Few places have brought out 
the worst in people during 
the COVID-19 pandemic 

more than airplanes. In-flight 
confrontations have soared over 
the past two years and airlines are 
worried they will impact safety.

The threat of fines aren’t 
working to deter unruly 
passengers. Perhaps keeping those 
who can’t behave themselves 
grounded will.

Delta Air Lines CEO Ed Bastian 
is asking Attorney General Merrick 
Garland to support a no-fly list for 
those who disrupt flights with bad 
behavior.

It’s a request that should be 
considered. Airlines already keep 
their own list of travelers who 
are unwelcome on their flights 
because of inappropriate behavior. 
A universal list maintained by the 
federal government could prevent 
those ill-mannered passengers 
from jumping from one airline to 
another.

Better protecting passengers and 
crew from those who go nuts when 
they get in the air is an issue that 
must be addressed.

Airlines reported more than 
6,000 incidents of violent or 
disruptive passengers in 2021. The 
FAA opened 1,100 investigations 
into unruly behavior last year, 
compared to just 146 in 2019.

In January, there were 323 
reports of unruly passengers across 
all airlines; 205 started over the 
refusal to wear masks on boards.

Objections to mask-wearing 
trigger the majority of in-flight 
incidents. There’s absolutely no 
justification for this. Passengers 
are fully informed of the mask 
mandate before they board the 
plane. If they have such serious 
objections to masking up, they 
shouldn’t buy an airplane ticket.

Yet too many insist on taking 
off their masks, or wearing them 
improperly, once they settle into 
their seats.

Many of the outbursts reported 
to the FAA have been violent. 
Passengers have physically 
attacked crew members or fellow 
travelers. Some have had to be 
restrained in their seats. Several 
flights turned around or made 
unscheduled landings to remove 
out-of-control passengers.

As Bastian notes in his letter 
to the Justice Department, crew 
members who are preoccupied with 
unruly passengers may be unable 
to perform the in-flight duties that 
keep the airplane operating safely.

Unlike other environments, those 
inside an airline can’t walk away 
from a confrontation. The no-fly 
list is a possible solution for those 
who disrupt a flight.

Before such a registry is adopted, 
however, serious attention must 
need to be paid to due process 
and it should apply only to 
dangerous or threatening behavior. 
Someone who walks on a plane a 
little cranky and insults a flight 
attendant is one thing. A passenger 
who physically assaults someone 
else is another. There must be 
due process protections. What 
constitutes behavior that will land 
someone on a no-fly list should be 
clearly defined. A no-fly list should 
be reserved for truly abhorrent and 
provable misbehavior.

Those whose names are placed 
on the list should be informed 
of their status and given a right 
to appeal. The FAA already can 
propose civil penalties of up to 
$37,000 for each violation. The 
FAA has so far proposed collective 
fines of over $1.3 million since 
enacting its zero-tolerance policy 
for unruly passengers last January.

Travel bans should also have an 
expiration date.

Flying is already a stressful 
experience for many people. And 
the memories of the 9/11 terrorist 
hijackings still impact the way 
passengers react to outbursts on 
an airplane.

The potential for tragedy is 
too great to tolerate violent or 
threatening behavior. Keep those 
who can’t behave themselves on 
the ground.

This American Opinion editorial is the opinion of 
the editorial board of the Detroit News.  

©2022 www.detroitnews.com.  
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

By Joe Biden

In the recent weeks, New York City 
has paid tribute to two of its finest, 
Detectives Wilbert Mora and Jason 

Rivera. They represented who and what 
we want law enforcement to be: brave, 
idealistic and deeply committed to 
service. Their bright futures were cut 
short by a man with a stolen gun and a 
40-round drum magazine.

Six NYPD officers have been victims 
of gun violence so far this year. 
Nationally, 64 children have been 
injured by gun violence already this 
year; 26 children killed. Every day in 
this country, 316 people are shot; 106 
killed.

It’s time for all of us to say: enough. 
There are steps we can take to turn 
pain into purpose, and that is what I 
was in New York on this day (Feb. 3) to 
announce.

Mayor Eric Adams and I agree: The 
solution is not to defund our police, 
it’s to give them the tools, training 
and funding to be the partners and 
protectors our communities need. The 
answer is not to abandon our streets. 
It’s for police and the community to 
come together to make them safer 
through policing that treats everyone 
with dignity and respect.

That’s why I’ve called on Congress 
to pass a budget later this month that 
provides cities an additional $300 
million for community policing. We 
need more police on the street, walking 
the beat and making communities 
safer.

I’ve also asked Congress to provide 
$200 million for community violence 
intervention programs like the one 
I visited in Queens, where trusted 
community members work directly 
with the people most likely to commit 
or become victims of gun crimes. These 
programs can reduce violence by up to 
60%.

That’s a half-billion dollars for 
proven strategies we know will reduce 
violent crime. That, along with the 
increased funding I’ve requested 
for the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives, and the 
U.S. Marshals, is essential to my 
comprehensive, nationwide strategy to 
prevent gun crime.

First, we’re cracking down on the 
flow of firearms used to commit 
violence. That means going after 
rogue gun dealers who illegally sell 
to criminals. We’re also sending 
additional prosecutorial resources 
to shut down the so-called “iron 
pipeline” that brings guns from other 
states into New York City. Gov. Kathy 
Hochul has created an interstate, 
interagency task force to stem the flow 
of illegal guns. Efforts like this will 

make a big difference.
We’re also going after people who use 

“ghost guns” to commit crimes. These 
are the guns that can be assembled 
from a kit but can’t be traced when 
they’re used in a crime because they 
don’t have serial numbers. So we’re 
launching an intensified national ghost 
guns enforcement initiative to deter 
criminals from using those weapons to 
cover their tracks. If someone commits 
a crime with a ghost gun, not only 
will state and local prosecutors come 
after them, they should expect federal 
charges and prosecution.

Second, we’re funding smart law 
enforcement and gun crime prevention 
efforts. New York City has identified a 
few hundred individuals in a city of 8.8 
million who are repeatedly involved in 
gun violence. Every weekday, the city 
brings together federal, state and local 
law enforcement sharing intelligence 
so that we can get these shooters off 
the street. I visited a meeting of this 
“Gun Violence Strategic Partnership” 
during my trip and saw how effective 
it is when everyone is working 
together against gun violence. The U.S. 
Department of Justice is going to help 
more cities adopt the same model.

Third, we’re investing in community 
violence intervention and prevention 
strategies that work, like violence 
interrupters, summer and after-school 
programs for teens, jobs for young 
adults (as the saying goes, “an idle 
mind is the devil’s workshop”), school 
counselors and nurses, and mental 
health and substance abuse treatment.

Fourth, when someone finishes their 
time in prison, we can’t just hand them 
$25 and a bus ticket. We need to ensure 
they can access job training, stable 
housing and a second chance at a better 
life.

I will keep doing everything in my 
power to make our communities safer, 
but Congress also needs to do its part. 
Pass universal background checks. Ban 
assault weapons and high-capacity 
magazines. Close loopholes to keep 
guns out of the hands of domestic 
abusers, and repeal the liability shield 
for gun manufacturers, because there’s 
no reason that they should be the only 
industry in America that’s exempt from 
being sued. These are all commonsense 
steps that will save lives.

We can never bring back those we’ve 
lost. But we can come together to 
fulfill the first responsibility of our 
government and our democracy: to 
keep each other safe. I am committed 
to working with the people and leaders 
of New York to do just that.

Joe Biden is president of the United States. This piece 
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list to ground 

AMERICAN OPINION

Once in TV journalism 
there were people called 
assignment editors and 

news directors. Among their 
responsibilities was to instruct 
reporters and camera crews which 

stories they were to 
cover that day. Their 
choices were based 
on several factors 
that included what 
they regarded as 
news, viewer interest 
(i.e., ratings) and 
much more subtly, 
their own biases. 
When I began my 
journalism career 

as a reporter, there were only 
three broadcast networks and 
local TV and radio stations. The 
radio stations played music and 
reported local news. The news 
was what these gatekeepers said 
it was. When the broadcast TV 
networks went from 15-minute 
newscasts to 30 minutes, some 
expressed fear there wouldn’t be 
enough news to fill the time.

Then, the news was considered 
serious business. We would 
cover congressional hearings and 
presidential press conferences. 
There would be stories about 
crime, and news from Europe 
and Asia reported by “bureau 
chiefs” who were full-time 
correspondents. Mostly, though, 
it was subjects considered of 
importance to America, a type of 
“eat your vegetables” approach. 
Yes, the times changed and much 
of the media today appears to be 
more opinion than facts, more 
infotainment than news.

In 1987, the repeal of the 
Fairness Doctrine, which required 
broadcasters to present “fair and 
balanced coverage,” contributed 
to the rise of “alternative media.” 
These cable networks and some 
print publications began carrying 
stories ignored by the once 
dominant major media. They 
quickly attracted the loyalty 
of conservative political and 
religious people who felt their 
beliefs and values were being 
ignored.

The power to ignore is still 
the greatest power major media 
has and few issues demonstrate 
that more than the trouble at our 
southern border.

Fox News and The New York 
Post have been the only media 
entities to consistently cover the 
flood of undocumented migrants 
entering the country illegally. 
Critics usually dismiss anything 
carried by these outlets as coming 
from “right-wing media” and 
thus inherently untrustworthy.

The latest example is reporting 
by Angie Wong in the Post. 
Wong traveled to Mission, Texas, 
and reported that after being 
“processed,” migrants are given 
color-coded folders to the city of 
their destination. She says she 
saw airplane tickets to Atlanta, 
Houston, Newark, and New 
York. The folder, she writes, 
also includes “...a U.S. passport 
looking booklet, cash, prepaid 
credit cards, travel itineraries 
and an English translation card,” 
which asks people to help the 
migrant find the right flight.

Furthermore, observed Wong, 
each migrant receives “a set of 
clothing...a blanket, a pillow-
sized bag of shelf-life food and a 
carry-on travel bag. Some have 
received cellphones.”

All of this is presumably paid 
for by American taxpayers. Wong 
further notes “their handlers get 
through immigration and security 
with just a flash of documents, 
whereas all other passengers 
had to show identification.” She 
says she was told the handlers 
are members of non-government 
organizations and churches.

Why isn’t this news? It is, 
of course, but it doesn’t fit the 
narrative of a media whose 
members are, according to 
numerous surveys over many 
years, predisposed to Democratic 
politicians. They ignore what 
in other circumstances might 
be called an invasion. Again, 
ignoring something that is 
newsworthy is the greatest power 
they have. No wonder their trust 
level is, according to Gallup, at its 
second-lowest level on record.

Cal Thomas can be reached  
at cthomas@wctrib.com.

to ignore

CAL
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for a short while, as no 
records show any dubi-
ous doings.

That is until, one 
day, a rage-fueled 
man confronted James 
with the business end 
of a shotgun for alleg-
edly impregnating the 
man’s daughter behind 
May’s back.

During this time, 
James received $4,000 
from his uncle’s death 
as he was the sole 
beneficiary of his life 
insurance policy.

James abandoned 
May and hit the road 
for Fargo, North Dako-
ta, where he opened up 
in yet another barber-
shop and married his 
third wife, who would 
prove not to be as lucky 
as the first two.

Winona Wallace
James met Winona 

Wallace after opening 
his Fargo barbershop in 
1932. The two married, 
and he immediately 
took out a life insurance 
policy on her of $14,000 
— possibly inspired 
by his newly weighted 
bank account, thanks to 
this uncle’s death.

Three months after 
Wallace and James wed, 
the two took a trip down 
to Colorado Springs 
for their honeymoon, 
where things took a 
turn for the worse.

With Wallace behind 
the wheel, the new-
lyweds visited Pike’s 
Peak, the highest sum-
mit of the southern 
Front Range of the 
Rocky Mountains just 
outside of Colorado 
Springs.

According to a state-
ment made by James 
presented in a legal 
document, Lisenba vs. 
People of State of Cali-
fornia, during their 
descent, Wallace lost 
control of the vehicle 
and drove off the side of 
the peak. James jumped 
out of the car in time, 
but his wife hurdled 
down, trapped inside 
their vehicle.

James fetched help, 
and by the time they 
reached Wallace, they 
found her unconscious 
but alive outside of the 
vehicle. Her head was 
badly wounded, and a 
bloody hammer laid in 
the back of the auto-
mobile.

Wallace spent two 
weeks in a Colorado 
hospital until she could 
finish her recovery in 
their Colorado Springs 
vacation rental. She had 
no recollection of the 
accident.

During her recovery, 
James walked to a gro-
cery store for supplies 
and asked the grocer 
for a lift back to his 
wife. They found Wal-
lace lying on her back 
in a water-filled tub, 
dead.

According to a medi-
cal examiner, James 
said she was self-con-
scious about her head 
wound and wanted to 
wash her hair, against 
the advice from her 
doctor, and that she 
must have slipped into 
the tub in her attempt 
after he left.

Her death was ruled 
an accidental drowning, 
and James collected the 
insurance money.

It wouldn’t be until 
his murder trial of his 
fifth wife that a request 

to exhume Wallace’s 
body would reveal she 
received two skull frac-
turing blows to the 
head. Blows caused by 
a hard, moving object, 
like a hammer, rather 
than her head hitting 
against a hard object 
that a medical exam-
iner would expect from 
a car accident.

An incestuous affair
With a small fortune, 

James returned to Ala-
bama, where he took 
up a sexual relationship 
with his 18-year-old 
niece, whose father is 
the one that put James 
through barber school.

James convinced his 
niece to run away with 
him to California. He 
opened another barber-
shop where she could 
work as a manicurist.

Along the way, in 
an attempt to increase 
his fortune, he mar-
ried a fourth woman, 
Ruth Thomas, in New 
Orleans, 1934. Their 
marriage was the short-
est of all of James’ as he 
annulled it right after 
she refused to take out 
a life insurance policy. 
She is reported saying, 
“People who take out 
a life insurance policy 
shortly end up dead.”

However, James 
was able to add to his 
finances, thanks to his 
accident-prone nephew, 
Cornelious Wright, who, 
while home on leave 
from the military, was 
convinced by his uncle 
to take out a life insur-
ance policy with James 
as the beneficiary.

James loaned Wright 
his vehicle, and Wright 
ended up driving off a 
cliff, killing himself. The 
mechanic who exam-
ined the vehicle after-
ward said it looked like 
someone tampered with 
the steering wheel.

James collected his 
money and continued 
with his niece to Cali-
fornia.

Mary Busch
Mary Busch was a tall 

and beautiful blonde, 
according to newspaper 
accounts at the time. 
Brittany Johnson, direc-
tor of the Douglas Coun-
ty Historical Society in 
Alexandria, said a 1920 
Douglas County census 
record shows that Busch 
spent her teenage years 
growing up in Hudson 
Township, modern-day 
Forada, south of Alex-
andria.

Eventually, she 
moved to California and 
answered an ad for a 
manicurist at a large 
barbershop run by James 
in March of 1935.

James convinced 
Busch to marry him a 
month after taking the 
job. James took out a 
$10,000 policy on her, 
and three months later, 

she was pregnant, and 
James was looking to 
cash in.

Documents show that 
Charles Hope, a finan-
cially burdened ex-sail-
or and fry-cook cus-
tomer of James’, was 
convinced by James to 
conspire in the murder 
of Busch by promising 
him half of her insur-
ance money, but they 
had to be creative as not 
to be suspicious. It had 
to appear like a death 
that couldn’t be linked 
to them.

Their first attempt 
was to poison Busch 
with black widow spi-
ders, which ultimately 
failed. Then Hope had 
an idea; he knew a guy 
named “Snake Joe’’ who 
would sell them rattle-
snakes.

Lightning and Lethal
Hope sought out 

Snake Joe and purchased 
two diamondback rat-
tlesnakes from him. He 
told Joe he had a rab-
bit problem and thought 
rattlesnakes might be 
the best way to fix it. Joe 
was skeptical but didn’t 
read too much into it 
and sold two snakes — 
Lethal and Lightning — 
to Hope.

By the pond
According to court 

documents of the case, 
Lisenba vs. People of 
State of California, on 
Aug. 4, 1935, James 
blindfolded and tied 
Busch to a table and 
said a doctor would be 
arriving to perform an 
abortion, which James 
convinced her to have. 
Instead of a doctor, 
Hope came in with a box 
housing the two snakes.

Hope and James 
poured whiskey down 
Busch’s throat, grabbed 
her leg and put it 
through an opening in 
the box. Busch suffered 
three strikes from the 
rattlers, satisfying her 
killers enough to end 
the torture and wait for 
the venom to set in.

Hope waited inside a 
car in the garage, and 
James would give him 
occasional updates.

After the venom failed 
to do its job, an impa-
tient James hauled his 
wife to their bathroom 
and drowned her in the 
tub, according to court 
documents.

James went to Hope 
and said, “Well, that’s 
it,” according to later 
testimony from Hope.

Hope said he walked 
in and saw Busch lying 
on the floor outside the 
bathroom, dead. He 
helped James by grab-
bing her head while 
James grabbed her feet, 
and together they laid 
Busch’s body next to a 
fish pond in the back-
yard.

The next day at his 
barbershop, James 
invited friends of his 
and Busch’s to have 
dinner. They expected 
Busch to be home, pos-
sibly cooking supper, 
and were alarmed when 
she wasn’t. Playing the 
worried husband, he 
told the friends how he 
hadn’t seen Busch and 
that they should set out 
through the neighbor-
hood to search for her.

After searching the 
neighborhood, James 
suggested checking out 
by the pond. They found 
Busch dead, with a black 
and blue punctured leg. 
The authorities came 
and dubbed the death 
an accidental drowning. 
James was in the clear, 
but not for long.

A bugged house
James attempted to 

seek double indemnity 
for the death of his wife 
but the insurers refused 
to pay, which resulted 
in lawsuits. The buzz 
around this attempt to 
collect money start-
ed a new investigation 
into Busch’s murder 
and an examination of 
Wallace’s old wounds, 
where they found she 
was struck with a ham-
mer prior to her cliff-
side crash.

The authorities 
bugged his house with 
audio recorders. They 
heard James engaging in 
acts with many women, 
including his niece, 
which was enough to 
arrest him for incest, a 
felony offense in Cali-
fornia at the time.

In the meantime, 
Hope, drunk at a bar, 
bragged about how he 
and James got away with 
murder. The bartender 
informed the police, and 
soon Hope was arrested 
as well.

The death of 
Rattlesnake James

During his trial, which 
began on June 22, 1936, 
the media sensational-
ized James, referring 
to him as “Rattlesnake 
James” and the “Bar-
bershop Casanova.” 
They overlooked the 
cruelty he put women 
through and focused 
more on the novelty of 
the snakes and his looks.

They even had him 
pose for photos in 
his jail cell. One pic-
ture shows him trying 
to cut away at his cell 
bars with a saw, while 
another shows him sit-
ting with a cigar in his 
hand and a smile across 
his face, with the prison 
bars in the background.

On May 2, 1942, Rob-
ert James became the 
last man to be hanged in 
the state of California in 
San Quentin Prison. He 
suffered as the rope was 
too long, which caused 
him to struggle for 10 
minutes, according to 
newspaper accounts.

His eyes barely shifted 
as his last appeal was 
denied; all he said was, 
“I can take it. Let’s just 
say that Rattlesnake Bob 
James is not afraid to 
die.”

Sources used for 
this story

Research materials 
were compiled by the 
director of the Douglas 
County Historical Soci-
ety, Brittany Johnson.

Sources used:
An article from the 

Fargo Forum, March 22, 
1939

Brenner, Anita 
La Cañada’s First U.S. 
Supreme Court Case

Lisenba v. People of 
the State of California, 
314 U.S. 219 (1941)

Murder & Mayhem 
in the Crescenta Val-
ley By Gary Keyes, Mike 
Lawler

LA Times article, A 
Lady-Killer Ensnared by 
a Rattlesnake by Cecilia 
Rasmussen

Los Angeles Maga-
zine article, In One of 
L.A.’s Most Outrageous 
Murder Cases, a Rattle-
snake Was the Weapon 
by Hadley Meares

An article from The 
Kansas City Star, July 5, 
1936

An article from The 
Daily Times, Thursday, 
May 7, 1936

An article from the 
Alexandria Citizen News
Email reporter Thalen Zimmerman 

at tzimmerman@echopress.com

Today is the 42nd day 
of 2022 and the 53rd day 
of winter.

TODAY’S HISTORY: 
In 1945, U.S. President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
British Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill and 
Soviet Premier Joseph 
Stalin concluded their 
conference in Yalta, on 
the Crimean Peninsula.

In 1990, anti-apart-
heid leader Nelson Man-
dela was released from 
prison in South Africa 
after 27 years.

In 2011, Egyptian Pres-
ident Hosni Mubarak 
ceded power in response 
to mass protests in 
Cairo’s Tahrir Square, 
bringing nearly 30 years 
of rule to a close.

In 2013, the Vatican 
announced Pope Bene-
dict XVI’s intention to 
step down as leader of 
the Catholic Church.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAYS: 
Thomas Edison (1847-
1931), inventor; Max 
Baer (1909-1959), boxer; 
Eva Gabor (1919-1995), 

actress; Leslie Nielsen 
(1926-2010), actor; Mary 
Quant (1934- ), fashion 
designer; Burt Reyn-
olds (1936-2018), actor; 
Sheryl Crow (1962- ), 
singer-songwriter; Jen-
nifer Aniston (1969- ), 
actress; Damian Lewis 
(1971- ), actor; Kelly 
Rowland (1981- ), singer; 
Natalie Dormer (1982- ), 
actress; Taylor Lautner 
(1992- ), actor.

TODAY’S FACT: In 
1970, Japan successfully 
launched its first satel-
lite, becoming the world’s 
fourth space power after 
the Soviet Union in 1957, 
the United States in 1958 
and France in 1965.

TODAY’S SPORTS: In 
1990, Buster Douglas 
knocked out undisputed 
heavyweight champion 
and 42-1 betting favorite 
Mike Tyson in the 10th 
round of their match in 
Tokyo, completing one 
of the biggest upsets in 
boxing history.

RECORDS

CORONAVIRUS INFORMATION 
NUMBERS

LOCAL MARKETS

TODAY’S ALMANAC

                                                     Local Corn Contracts  
 
 Feb Mar Apr May
Farm Ser. Willmar 6.27 6.30 6.33 6.30
Jennie-O TS, Atwater 6.24 6.26 6.38 6.40
Country Pork, Prins 6.20 6.21 6.22 NB
Bushmills, Atwater 6.22 6.22 6.36 6.36
Granite Falls Energy 6.41 6.41 NB NB
CVEC, Benson 6.15 6.18 6.27 6.30

 

Corn Soybeans Wheat Oats
Benson 6.15 15.21 NA NA
Bird Island 6.24 15.09 NA NA
Clara City 6.23 15.28 9.12 NA
Hanley Falls 6.24 15.14 9.12 NA
Holloway 6.18 15.21 NA NA
Montevideo 6.24 15.14 9.12 NA
Murdock 6.18 15.21 NA NA
Renville 6.24 15.14 NA NA

SERVICES LISTING

 WCTRIB.COM WEST CENTRAL TRIBUNE, WILLMAR, MINN.   |   FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2022    |   RECORDS  |   A5

MURDER

This funeral services listing is presented as a 
public service by the West Central Tribune.

Arrest
WILLMAR — A 33-year-old man was arrested for 

domestic assault Wednesday evening in the 1100 
block of Second Street Southeast.

The man was in custody in the Kandiyohi County 
Jail as of Thursday afternoon, awaiting a court 
appearance facing pending charges of felony domes-
tic assault by strangulation and misdemeanor fifth-
degree assault and domestic assault.

Fraud
NEW LONDON — A New London resident reported 

Thursday morning that she had fraudulent charges 
on her credit card and packages delivered that were 
not hers.

The Tribune publishes Records as part of its obligation to inform readers 
about the business of public institutions and to serve as a keeper of the 
local historical record. All items are written by Tribune staff members 

based on information contained in public documents from the state court 
system and from law enforcement agencies. It is the Tribune’s policy that 
this column contain a complete record. Requests for items to be withheld 

will not be granted.

Contact Us 
Email: obits@wctrib.com
Phone: 866-910-9009
8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m Monday to Friday.
9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m weekends and holidays.
Obituaries voicemail will be checked prior to 

the deadline.
Deadline is 3 p.m. for next-day publication.

Deaths/Services
We request that notices of death come from 

an official source, such as a funeral home. If 
provided by a friend or family member, we do 
require the name of the funeral home or crema-
torium handling arrangements. Death notices 
include the following information: name of 
the deceased, date of birth, age, city of resi-
dence, when and where he or she died, and the 
name and city of the funeral home handling 
the arrangements. Death notices cost $10 when 
submitted through our submission website 
www.modulist.news. If the notice is submitted 
any other way, this will result in an additional 
$5 fee.

Paid obituaries
All obituaries are paid advertisements. The 

charge for obituaries submitted through our 
website is $15.75 per column inch and will 
print in the West Central Tribune and also be 
posted on the West Central Tribune website. 
The charge for obituaries submitted any other 
way is $20.75 per column inch. The minimum 
charge for any obituary is $105. Only photos of 
the deceased are allowed in an obituary. Obitu-
aries must be prepaid or charged to a credit 
card. Obituaries can run an additional time at 
50 percent off (within a seven-day period).

Here are contact num-
bers concerning coro-
navirus provided by the 
Kandiyohi County Health 
and Medical Group:

Are you sick?
To schedule a COVID-

19 test call
Carris Health, Willmar 

nurse line: 320-441-
5361, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
weekdays, 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Sunday.

Carris Health, Red-
wood nurse line: 507-
637-1730, 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. weekdays

To talk to someone 
about my symptoms or 

find care options call
CentraCare Connect: 

320-200-3200, 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week.

Questions? Call
Minnesota Depart-

ment of Health public 
hotlines

Health questions: 
800-657-3903, 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m.

School/Child care 
questions: 800-657-
3504, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Kandiyohi County 
Public Health: 320-231-
7800, press 4, ask for 
intake, 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. weekdays
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By Jace Frederick

MINNEAPOLIS – The Min-
nesota Timberwolves’ players 
established a strong chem-
istry while its roster showed 
a few cracks leading up to 
Thursday’s NBA trade dead-
line. Minnesota has been one 
of the hottest teams in the 
NBA over the past month, 
feasting on a relatively easy 
schedule.

That vaulted the Wolves 
even further into conten-
tion for a top six seed in the 
Western Conference playoffs, 
which would allow them to 
bypass the play-in round. 
It also further strengthened 
bonds between players on 
a team that feels as though 
they’re taking the next step 
together.

So, do you make a move or 
roll forward with a young, 
growing group?

Minnesota elected for the 
latter route Thursday, stand-
ing pat as the trade deadline 
came and went.

The Timberwolves had 
a firm grasp of their needs 
heading into this week, and 
did pursue potential options 
to add front-court depth and 
physicality. But nothing came 
to fruition, leaving the Tim-
berwolves’ roster in the same 
form it maintained when the 
week began. Now, everyone’s 
attention shifts to the buy-

out market, as players become 
available after they come to a 
financial agreement to sever 
ties with their current teams 
and are free to sign elsewhere.

But exactly who that market 
includes is still to be deter-
mined. And markets like Min-
nesota always face an uphill 
battle to convince such play-
ers to choose the Timber-
wolves over sexier destina-
tions or teams with higher 
probabilities of making a 
playoff push.

There are positives to sta-
bility, as Minnesota can con-
tinue to move forward with a 
group that’s out-performed 
expectations and is littered 
with young, improving play-
ers without any disruptions.

But it will remain to be seen 
if it’s a group capable of truly 
contending with any of the 
League’s big guns. The Tim-
berwolves have talked about 
wanting to not only make 
the playoffs, but make noise 
when they arrive at that des-
tination. The current roster 
hasn’t often shown an abil-
ity to punch above its weight 
class.

Rosters often need to evolve 
to grow. Minnesota stayed 
in neutral Thursday, putting 
more pressure on Chris Finch 
and Co. to continue to maxi-
mize every bit of talent avail-
able to allow the Wolves to 
continue to ascend as they’ve  
hoped to.

Timberwolves stand pat at trade deadline

By Dane Mizutani

ST. PAUL — For the first 
time in his 11-year NHL 
career, Minnesota Wild wing-
er Marcus Foligno has been 
suspended.

The supplemental disci-
pline came down on Thurs-
day afternoon when the NHL 
Department of Player Safety 
announced it had suspended 
Foligno for two games for his 
actions in the Wild’s 2-0 loss 
to the Jets in Winnipeg on 
Tuesday night.

As the rivalry game reached 
a boiling point, Foligno 
dropped the gloves with Jets 
winger Adam Lowry follow-
ing a scrum near the benches. 
With both players on the ice 

surface, Foligno appeared to 
knee Lowry in the head while 
the officials tried to break up 
the scuffle.

Asked about the action 
postgame, Foligno claimed it 
wasn’t intentional.

“I saw them complaining 
about maybe I got my leg in 
there or something,” he said. 
“That was me just kind of 
ticked off and trying to get at 
him. There was no intent to 
not throw with my fist or use 
another body part.”

Unfortunately for Foligno, 
the league did not agree.

“This is an intentional 
decision by Foligno, and not 
a player accidentally falling 
or stumbling onto his oppo-
nent,” the NHL Department 

of Player Safety stated. “He 
clearly and intentionally uses 
his knee to inflict force on 
the head of his vulnerable 
opponent.”

“We have heard Foligno’s 
argument that this was not 
a violent knee strike, or an 
exceptionally forceful blow, 
and we agree,” the NHL 
Department of Player Safe-
ty continued. “It is only the 
relative lack of force on this 
play that keeps Foligno from 
being subject to much more 
severe discipline for an action 
that is unacceptable for an 
NHL player to perform.”

The suspension means 
Foligno will miss two games, 
both at Xcel Energy Center — 
against Carolina on Saturday 

and Detroit on Monday. He is 
eligible to return to the Wild 
lineup on Wednesday night 
during a rematch with the 
Jets in Winnipeg.

Get the popcorn ready.

Duhaime elevated
While the Wild were hop-

ing for the best when it came 
to Foligno’s suspension, they 
were clearly preparing for the 
worst.

Instead of skating Foligno 
on his regular line during 
Thursday’s practice, coach 
Dean Evason opted to ele-
vated rookie winger Brandon 
Duhaime to play alongside 
center Joel Eriksson Ek and 
opposite winger Jordan Gre-
enway.

“Just an opportunity to get 

Duhaime a few more touch-
es with that group,” Eva-
son said. “We just wanted
the touches to go that way 
today.”

Those touches will pay off
now that Foligno is officially 
suspended.

Dumba returns
The good news for the Wild 

is defenseman Matt Dumba 
appears to be on the mend.
He participated in Thursday’s 
practice after missing the 
past couple of games with an 
upper-body injury.

Will he be ready to go this 
weekend?

“We will have to see how
he comes out of it today,” 
Evason said. “He looked
real good.”

Wild’s Foligno suspended 2 games for kneeing



By Gillian Tan 
and Heather Perlberg

Billionaires are starting to 
circle the Denver Broncos.

Clearlake Capital Group 
co-founders Behdad Eghbali 
and Jose Feliciano, and Feli-
ciano’s wife Kwanza Jones, 
are weighing a bid for the 
NFL team, according to peo-
ple with knowledge of the 
matter.

Josh Harris, co-founder of 
Apollo Global Management, 
is separately considering his 
options, one of the people 
said.

Representatives for Harris, 
who is already a minority 
owner of the NFL’s Pitts-
burgh Steelers, and the Egh-
bali, Feliciano and Jones 
group declined to comment.

The Broncos offer a rare 
opportunity to enter an elite 
club of owners. Fewer than 

a dozen NFL franchises have 
changed hands over the past 
two decades, with the last 
coming in 2018, when hedge 
fund manager David Tepper 
paid a record $2.3 billion for 
the Carolina Panthers.

Media mogul Byron Allen 
was the first person to pub-
licly declare he’s preparing 
a bid for the Broncos, which 
went up for sale earlier this 
month. If successful, it would 
make him the first Black 
majority owner of an NFL 
team. The investor group led 
by Allen could pay $3 bil-
lion to $4 billion, Bloomberg 
News has reported.

Eghbali, Feliciano and 
Jones have previously pur-
sued a team investment. They 
sought to acquire 40% of the 
franchise now known as the 
Washington Commanders for 
$900 million, a deal that was 
ultimately blocked by team 

majority owner Dan Snyder, 
according to the Washington 
Post. Eghbali was born in Iran 
and Feliciano in Puerto Rico. 
Jones is Black.

Harris, who is White, has 
left his day-to-day role at 
alternative-asset manager 
Apollo. He has a personal net 
worth of $7.8 billion, accord-
ing to the Bloomberg Billion-
aires Index.

Harris would have to off-
load his minority ownership 
of the Steelers if he won the 
bid for the Broncos. He also 
has stakes in the Philadel-
phia 76ers, New Jersey Devils 
and Crystal Palace FC of the 
English Premier League.

The Broncos began inter-
viewing bankers in November 
in advance of a potential sale 
and the Pat Bowlen Trust, 
established by the late Bron-
cos owner, announced this 
month it had started a sale 

process run by Allen & Co.
Robert Smith, who is worth 

$8.9 billion, had been viewed 
as another potential bidder. 
But a person with knowledge 

of the matter said the chief 
executive officer of Vista 
Equity Partners, who is Black, 
currently isn’t interested.

©2022 Bloomberg L.P. Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Field Level Media
The Arizona Coyotes are 

heading back to school.
Following nearly two 

decades of a tempestuous 
relationship with the city of 
Glendale, Ariz., the Coyotes 
announced Thursday they will 
move to a multipurpose venue 
at Arizona State University for 
at least three seasons, starting 
in the fall.

The Arizona Board of 
Regents approved a plan to 
add NHL-quality facilities to 

a new ASU arena in Tempe, 
which seats only 5,000 spec-
tators. Adding the NHL-qual-
ity upgrades reportedly will 
require removing as many as 
1,500 seats from the arena, 
originally designed for the 
Arizona State hockey team.

The Coyotes announced they 
will play their home games for 
the next three seasons in the 
building and hold an option 
for the 2025-26 season.

In August 2021, Glendale 
informed the Coyotes that it 

was ending its longstanding 
year-to-year lease at Gila 
River Arena effective June 
30, following years of stalled 
negotiations and charges that 
the team was behind on its 
payments. The team paid the 
state $1.4 million in lapsed 
taxes in December.

“We are thrilled that we have 
arranged to play our home 
games in Arizona State Uni-
versity’s new multi-purpose 
arena starting next season,” 
said Coyotes president and 

CEO Xavier A. Gutierrez. “This 
will be an incredible, intimate 
and exciting fan experience in 
a state-of-the-art new arena 
in a fantastic location in the 
heart of Tempe.”

The team continues to work 
with the city of Tempe toward 
building a reported $1.7-bil-
lion arena and entertainment 
center that would include a 
16,000-seat arena not far 
from the ASU campus.

As suggested by the 3-4 
years contracted with ASU, 

the larger new development 
remains far from reality, and 
until the Coyotes are able 
to secure a new arena, they 
remain in the speculation mill 
for franchise relocation.

Last week, NHL commis-
sioner Gary Bettman endorsed
the plan to move to ASU, pre-
suming a deal can be arranged 
for a full-sized arena. Bet-
tman said in December the
league was intent on keeping 
the team in the Phoenix area.

New Dolphins coach shrugs off Flores discrimination lawsuit
‘NO RED FLAGS’

By Frank Pingue

Newly-hired Miami head 
coach Mike McDaniel 
said on Thursday 

that the lawsuit filed by his 
predecessor against the NFL 
and three teams, including 
the Dolphins, did not cause 
him to think twice about 
accepting the job.

McDaniel was hired on 
Sunday to replace Brian 
Flores, who was fired by 
the Dolphins in January and 
last week filed the lawsuit 
alleging discrimination 
against Black candidates 
for top level coaching and 
management jobs.

Flores also accused 
Dolphins owner Stephen Ross 
of offering him $100,000 

for every loss in 2019 as 
incentive to help the team 
land a higher draft pick and 
said his refusal to throw 
games ultimately cost him 
his job. McDaniel said that 
in his experience, Dolphins 
ownership is focused on 
winning.

After delivering opening 
remarks at his introductory 
news conference, McDaniel 
was promptly asked whether 
the allegations raised in the 
Flores lawsuit raised any red 
flags.

“Red flags? I can honestly 
say there was absolutely no 
red flags, and the reason why 
was because I was stepping 
into an organization with 
a boss that – I don’t think 
people give it its proper 

due,” said McDaniel, who 
previously served as offensive 
coordinator for the San 
Francisco 49ers.

“When I walked in that 
door, you look at every single 
detail within this building, 
you look at the people that 
are hired, you look at just 
all the extents that there is 
nothing – there is no cost too 
high for winning for (Ross).”

“When you’re in multiple 
organizations, you realize 
that’s not always the case. 
The city of Miami really is 
lucky to have an owner that 
right, wrong or indifferent, 
all he cares about is winning. 
And as a coach, that’s all 
you’re literally looking for. 
That’s all. So red flags? No, 
there’s no red flags for me.”

Miami’s decision to fire 
Flores, who is Black, was one 
of the more surprising head 
coach decisions following the 
2021 NFL season, given the 
Dolphins won eight of their 
final nine games after a 1-7 
start.

In addition to the NFL and 
the Dolphins, the Denver 
Broncos and New York 
Giants were named in Flores’ 
lawsuit, which contended 
his interviews for their 
vacant head coach positions 
were a sham aimed at 
satisfying a league rule that 
minority candidates must be 
considered for top coaching 
and staff jobs.

The NFL, Dolphins, Broncos 
and Giants have all denied 
Flores’ accusations.

McDaniel, who is biracial 
and was the first minority 
head coach hire in the 2022 
cycle, called it both an honor 
and privilege to be the 14th 
head coach in Dolphins 
history.

“Any man standing at a 
podium like this would be 
honored. It is a tremendous 
accomplishment and you’d 
feel great about that,” said 
McDaniel.

“But that’s not why you 
get into coaching – standing 
at this podium. You get into 
coaching because you love 
to coach football, you love to 
teach and you love to make 
people better. That’s exactly 
who I am, who I have been 
and who I will be as the head 
coach of the Miami Dolphins.”

Billionaires starting to circle Broncos

Coyotes make temporary move to ASU arena



By Helene Elliot

Nathan Chen’s figure 
skating talent 
was apparent at a 

precocious age, surfacing 
quickly after he followed 
his hockey-playing older 
brothers out to the ice and 
realized he enjoyed the 
tickling breeze on his face 
and the problem-solving 
satisfaction of conquering a 
tricky jump or intricate spin. 
His resolve was obvious at an 
early age, too, never wavering 
despite his occasional bruised 
knee or bruised ego.

That unshakable sense of 
purpose was a key reason 
he commanded the ice 
this week and became an 
Olympic champion, the 
seventh American man to 
win an Olympic singles figure 
skating gold medal. It was 
the eighth gold medal won 
by American male singles 
skaters, including those that 
Dick Button won in 1948 
and 1952. In addition, seven 
American women have won 
Olympic singles gold medals.

Clearly, Chen is in rare and 
exalted company.

“I actually didn’t know 
it was that few. That’s 
amazing,” he said on 
Thursday, after he landed 
five quadruple jumps in his 
Elton John-themed free skate 
performance and defeated 
Yuma Kagiyama of Japan by 
a staggering 332.60 points to 
310.05.

“I don’t really have too 
many words for that. Just 
so thrilled,” Chen said. “I 
can’t believe this happened, 
honestly.”

Shoma Uno of Japan, the 
2018 Olympic silver medalist, 
won bronze here with 293.00 
points. Yuzuru Hanyu, who 
became an idol in Japan while 
winning two straight Olympic 
titles and was expected to 
battle Chen for supremacy, 
narrowly missed his brave 
attempt to become the first 
skater to land a quadruple 
axel jump and finished fourth 
with 283.21 points.

Chen ended Hanyu’s reign 
with emphatic wins in both 
phases of the competition. 
To Jason Brown, who became 
the only other American male 
singles entrant after Vincent 
Zhou tested positive for the 
coronavirus and withdrew 
before the event, Chen’s 
excellence was no surprise.

“I’m just so proud of him. 
No one deserves it more,” 
said Brown, who finished 
sixth without any quadruple 
jumps but with an appealing 
display of artistry. “I’ve been 
competing alongside him for 
over a decade. He just is like 
no one else.”

Chen’s energetic fist pump 
after his “La Boheme” short 
program expelled the last 
lingering sour memories 
of his stumbles in the 
short program at the 2018 
Pyeongchang Olympics, 
which kept him out of medal 
contention. He rose from 17th 
place to fifth and wondered 
if he’d get another chance at 
Olympic gold.

He was much better 
prepared when that chance 
came. With three world 
championships to his credit, 
the wisdom of experience 
and the aid of a sports 
psychologist he began 
seeing about a year ago, 
Chen approached the Beijing 
Games with optimism, not 
the dread he felt four years 
ago. His confidence got an 
additional boost during the 
first week in Beijing when he 
performed an excellent short 
program that helped the U.S. 
win a silver medal in the 
team competition.

The ghosts were gone.
“I saw him in 2018 and 

then I saw him this season 
and he’s just a completely 
different person now,” said 
U.S. women’s champion 
Mariah Bell, who trains 
with Chen at Great Park 
Ice in Irvine and became a 
trusted part of his support 
system during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Without a little help, 
Chen’s dreams might have 
withered before they could 
blossom.

Figure skating is an 
expensive sport, and his 
immigrant parents, Beijing-
born Hetty Wang and 
Zhidong Chen, didn’t have 
a lot of money to spend 
on skates, lessons and 
competition costumes for the 
baby of their five children.

They tried to support him 
as best they could. For a 
while, that meant Hetty drove 
Nathan from the family’s 
home in Salt Lake City to 
Lake Arrowhead several times 
a year so he could work on 
his skills with renowned 
coach Rafael Arutyunyan. 
Hetty and Nathan would live 
in their car.

Arutyunyan said their 
collaboration works because 
he is honest. Chen said in 
a recent conversation it’s 
because Arutyunyan teaches 
skaters to be independent 
and not rely on him for 
everything.

“Which is honestly a little 
bit strange, but he teaches us 
how to be individual athletes, 
how we need to address our 
own careers, how we should 
take responsibility for our 
own careers,” Chen said. “I 
think the most important 
thing with that is that 
ultimately you’re on the ice, 
you’re by yourself. You’re 

not being held by the hand 
by your coach. Being able to 
be almost autonomous and 
know exactly what I need 
allows us as athletes to come 
to a competition and have 
confidence that we know 
what we’re doing.”

Chen’s success will give 
him a larger platform to 
inspire Asian skaters in 
the way he was inspired 
by seeing Michelle Kwan, 
who won nine U.S. 
championships, five world 
titles, and Olympic medals 
in 1998 (silver) and 2002 
(bronze). Kwan, also a child 
of immigrants, briefly was 
coached by Arutyunyan.

“For me growing up in 
Salt Lake City and having 
a face like Michelle Kwan 
was really inspirational,” 
Chen said. “And I know that 
having athletes that look 
like you certainly gives you 
the hope that you can do the 
same, and Michelle Kwan 
certainly was that for me. If 
I can hopefully do something 
similar — of course I’ll never 
really reach Michelle Kwan 
stature, but just to be able 
to have someone like that 
when I was growing up was 
really powerful and that 
goes back to the power of 
representation right now.”

Chen’s lone regret was 
that his parents and siblings 
couldn’t be here because 
COVID restrictions imposed 
by Games organizers barred 
overseas visitors from 
entering China.

“My mom grew up in 
Beijing, so to even think that 
my mom as a young kid grew 
up in this location and now 
I’m here, in 2022, competing 
at the Olympics and skating 
the way that I did, it certainly 
means a lot to me,” he said. 
“And of course, my dad spent 
a lot of time in Beijing as well 
and met my mom here. It 
just means the world.”

Arutyunyan evoked 
Hetty’s presence when Chen, 
knowing he had clinched the 
gold, skated off the ice and 
went to the kiss-and-cry 
area to await his score. “As 
soon as I sat down, he was 
like, ‘Thank your mom on 
TV,’ ” Chen said.

In case he forgot, thanks, 
Nathan’s mom.

©2022 Los Angeles Times. Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Nathan Chen’s sense of purpose, and  
great skating, help him win in Beijing

Destined for gold

By Mitch Phillips

ZHANGJIAKOU, China — 
The United States knew the 
only way they were likely to be 
able to beat China in Thurs-
day’s Olympic freestyle skiing 
aerials mixed team event was 
to take some risks, and their 
bold approach paid off spec-
tacularly and brought them 
the ultimate prize.

China were the favorites 
for the first running of the 
three-person event at the 
Olympics, qualified top from 
the preliminary final and led 
after the first of three runs in 
the medal round.

Then, Chris Lillis took his 
position at the top of the 
hill, drew a deep breath as he 
visualized the testing routine 
ahead of him, a high risk-high 
reward Back Double Full-Full-
Double Full with a difficulty 
rating of five.

He nailed it brilliantly to 
earn a huge score of 135 points 
to leapfrog the hosts. Justin 
Schoenefeld then delivered 
a 114.48, creating too big an 
advantage for the final Chinese 
skier Qi Guangpu to make up.

Canada took the bronze 
medal, saying they had taken 
a relatively conservative 
approach and concentrated 
on making their landings, but 
Lillis said his team knew they 
had to go big to challenge for 
gold.

“The Chinese team is for-
midable, and we knew that 
we had to execute if we were 
going to be able to beat them 
because they are incredible 
jumpers,” he said.

“That’s been our plan for 
weeks now,” he said of going 
for high difficulty jumps. “We 
wanted the gold and maybe 
we took a more aggressive 
approach and that was part 
of the game plan, me putting 
down the quint twist.

“And we have that capability 
with Ashley (Caldwell) being 
one of the only females in the 
world that can do that triple 
triple,” he said. “I was happy 
with that plan and it worked 
really well.”

Caldwell agreed: “The Chi-
nese team has been good for 
a long time and that’s why we 
had to come out here swinging 

and be ready for to go all in,”
she said.

“Doing tricks you’ve never
done before... I always felt like
a top level competitive jumper
and I proved it today alongside
Justin and Chris and it feels
surreal.”

The success tasted partic-
ularly sweet for Lillis, whose
dream of appearing alongside
his brother in the 2018 Olym-
pics were dashed by a serious
knee injury two months before
the Games - suffered less than
a mile away from Thursday’s
venue.

“That injury gave me so
much motivation,” he said.
“I was going through a tre-
mendous amount of personal
loss at the time (his younger
brother had died unexpectedly
two months earlier) so I’m
not the same young guy I was
then.

“I came here with a lot high-
er expectations than I would
have had in 2018,” he added.

Caldwell has had a differ-
ent Olympic journey but was
equally delighted with the
outcome. “I couldn’t be more
excited,” she said. “This is my
fourth Games and I’ve been
hunting for a gold medal my
entire career. To do it with
these guys is incredible.”

Americans go big 
and go home with 
freestyle skiing gold
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By Carlos Osorio,  
David Shepardson and Ismail 

Shakil

WINDSOR, Canada/
WASHINGTON - A Canadian 
mayor said on Thursday his 
city was seeking a court order 
to remove anti-coronavirus 
mandate protesters who 
have blocked a vital U.S.-
Canada trade route and forced 
automakers in both countries 
to reduce operations.

The closure of the Ambas-
sador Bridge, one of North 
America’s busiest border 
crossings and a supply route 
for Detroit’s carmakers, has 
U.S. and Canadian officials 
scrambling to find alternate 
routes to limit any economic 
damage.

Canadian truckers started 
the protests as a “Freedom 
Convoy” occupying the cap-
ital Ottawa, opposing a vac-
cinate-or-quarantine man-
date for cross-border drivers 
mirrored by the U.S. govern-
ment. They began blocking 
the Ambassador Bridge on 
Monday and have since shut 
two smaller border crossings.

Canadian federal minis-
ters have called the blockade 
illegal and asked protesters 
to return home. Police near 
the Ambassador Bridge have 
begun receiving addition-
al manpower, Drew Dilkens, 
mayor of Windsor, Ontario, 
which borders Detroit, told 
CNN.

“(If) the protesters don’t 
leave, there will have to be a 
path forward. If that means 
physically removing them, 
that means physically remov-
ing them, and we’re prepared 
to do that,” he said.

Dilkens later said Wind-
sor was seeking an injunc-
tion from Ontario Superior 

Court to have the protest-
ers removed, adding he was 
striving to resolve the issue 
peacefully.

“(While) it may be grati-
fying for someone to see the 
forced removal of the dem-
onstrators, such action may 
inflame the situation and cer-
tainly cause more folks to 
come here and add to the 
protest, and we don’t want 
to risk additional conflict,” 
Dilkens said.

With traffic at times shut 
in both directions, General 
Motors Co and Chrysler-par-
ent Stellantis said on Thursday 
they had to cancel or reduce 
shifts because of parts short-

ages, tacking on to earlier cuts
announced by Ford Motor Co
and Toyota Motor Corp.

Toyota said it was suspend-
ing production through Satur-
day at its plants in Ontario and
Kentucky, affecting manufac-
turing of the Camry, RAV4 and
other popular models.

Ford is looking at flying in
some auto parts to a plant
in Windsor that produces 
engines for popular models, a
union official said.

The Ambassador Bridge was
completely shut down in both 
directions on Thursday at 3:15 
p.m. EST (2015 GMT), accord-
ing to a Reuters witness.

Border city seeks court order to remove protesters
Truckers have blocked 
busy border crossing, 
the Ambassador Bridge

Biden does ‘deep dive’ on four potential Supreme Court picks
By Nandita Bose  

and Andrea Shalal

WASHINGTON - President 
Joe Biden said on Thursday 
he had done a thorough check 
on about four potential nom-
inees for the Supreme Court 
and that he expects whom-
ever he chooses will get some 
Republican support in the U.S. 
Senate.

“What I’ve done is I’ve 
taken about four people and 
done the deep dive on them, 
meaning ... thorough back-
ground checks,” Biden told 
NBC News before meeting at 
the White House with 10 of the 
11 Democrats on the Senate 
Judiciary Committee.

Committee Chairman Dick 
Durbin said the lawmakers 
shared some of their recom-
mendations with Biden, but 
conveyed their trust in his 
judgment. Biden told them 
he expected to begin meeting 

with potential nominees soon, 
Durbin told reporters.

“We understand we’re mak-

ing history here. His decision 
to appoint a Black woman to 
the Supreme Court is literally 

going to change the face of the 
court for the future, for our 
history in the United States,” 
he said. “We’re anxious to get 
started.”

Biden has also spoken with 
Senate Republican leader 
Mitch McConnell and is seek-
ing the advice of other Repub-
lican lawmakers, the White 
House said.

Biden has said he will 
announce his choice to replace 
retiring Supreme Court Justice 
Stephen Breyer by the end of 
February and has promised to 
name the first Black woman 
to the high court. The nomi-
nation must be confirmed by 
the Senate.

“I’m not looking to make 
an ideological choice,” Biden 
said. “I’m looking for some-
one to replace Judge Breyer 
with the same kind of capac-
ity Judge Breyer had, with an 
open mind who understands 
the Constitution, interprets it 

in a way that is consistent 
with the mainstream inter-
pretation of the Constitution,” 
he said.

Fourteen Black female law-
makers from the House of
Representatives on Thursday
urged Biden to pick a can-
didate with “an established 
record of working to advance
racial justice and eradicating
entrenched white suprema-
cy.”

“It is long past time for a
Black woman to be on the 
Supreme Court, and we com-
mend your unwavering com-
mitment to correcting this
long-standing injustice on the 
nation’s highest court,” the 
group, led by Representative
Cori Bush, told Biden in a 
letter.

They noted that there was 
not a single Black woman 
serving in the U.S. Senate
who could vote to confirm his 
nominee.

in White House call logs
Reuters

The U.S. House committee 
probing the Jan. 6, 2021 
attack on Congress has 

found gaps in official White 
House telephone logs on the 
day of the deadly riot, with 
few records of calls by then 
President Donald Trump during 
the hours investigators know he 
was making them, the New York 
Times reported.

Investigators have not 
uncovered evidence that any 

official records were tampered 
with or deleted, the newspaper 
reported on Thursday, citing 
two people familiar with the 
phone records and noting 
Trump was known to use his 
personal cellphone or other 
people’s cellphones.

The call log gaps may 
complicate House investigators’ 
efforts to get a complete picture 
of the former Republican 
president’s actions at the time 
his supporters stormed the U.S. 

Capitol.
Still, the House panel has 

obtained information on calls 
and other communications as it 
interviews other witnesses.

In August, investigators 
told 35 telephone, email and 
social media companies to 
preserve any records that could 
be relevant to the probe. Last 
month, the panel subpoenaed 
several social media firms, 
including Facebook parent Meta, 
Google parent Alphabet, Twitter 

and Reddit.
CNN last month also reported 

that the panel had subpoenaed 
and obtained records of phone 
numbers associated with 
Trump’s son Eric Trump as 
well as Kimberly Guilfoyle, who 
is engaged to his other son, 
Donald Trump Jr.

Trump, in a statement 
released before the Times’ 
report, again decried the panel 
and called the probe a political 
attack against him. 



By David Brunnstrom and 
Doina Chiacu

WASHINGTON - Former 
U.S. President Donald 
Trump has told associates 
he has remained in contact 
with North Korea’s reclusive 
leader Kim Jong Un since 
leaving the White House, 
according to a report on 
Thursday amid raised 
tensions over recent North 
Korean missile tests.

“As we know, he had a fix-
ation on this relationship,” 
New York Times reporter 
Maggie Haberman told CNN. 
The revelation is contained 
in her upcoming book on 
Trump, “The Confidence 
Man.”

Trump famously declared 
in 2018 that he and Kim “fell 
in love” after exchanging 
letters, but three meetings 
with the North Korean lead-
er failed to persuade him to 
give up his nuclear bombs 
and missiles.

Trump’s claims could not 
be verified and may not be 
true, Haberman said.

“What he says and what’s 
actually happening are not 
always in concert, but he has 
been telling people that he 
has maintained some kind 
of a correspondence or dis-
cussion with Kim Jong Un,” 
she said.

It is the only foreign leader 
Trump has said he remains 
in contact with, she added.

The U.S. State Department 
declined to comment on the 
report and when asked if it 
was aware of such contact 
and the White House did not 
immediately respond. A rep-
resentative for Trump also 
did not return a request for 
comment.

The 1799 Logan Act bars 
private U.S. citizens from 
negotiating with foreign 

governments without autho-
rization.

Jenny Town, director the 
Washington-based North 
Korea project 38 North, said 
Trump had been known to 
exaggerate and any messag-
es he had sent might only 
have been greetings and 
might not have been recip-
rocated.

“But if it’s true, and there 
is communication taking 
place on anything of sub-
stance without coordina-
tion or consultation with 
the White House, it could 
be highly problematic and 
potentially counterproduc-
tive to U.S. interests,” she 
said.

President Joe Biden’s 
administration has repeat-
edly urged a return to dialog 
with North Korea, but has 
avoided pushing for summit 
diplomacy, favoring detailed 
lower-level engagement 
first, an approach that has 
been rebuffed.

Biden called Kim a “thug” 
during his 2020 presiden-
tial campaign, but has said 

he would be willing to meet 
him under the right condi-
tions - if he agreed to discuss 
his nuclear program and that 
their advisers met first to lay 
the groundwork.

Despite Trump’s direct 
personal engagement with 
Kim, U.S.-North Korea rela-
tions grew frosty after the 
breakdown of their 2019 
summit in Hanoi and Pyong-
yang said it would not engage 
further unless Washington 
dropped hostile policies.

The Washington Post 
reported that correspon-
dences with Kim were among 
the presidential records in 15 
boxes the National Archives 
said it retrieved last month 
from Trump’s Florida resi-
dence.

North Korea’s recent mis-
siles tests, including its first 
of an intermediate range bal-
listic missile since 2017, have 
raised fears it may be pre-
paring for a return to tests 
of intercontinental ballistic 
missiles and nuclear bombs, 
which it has not conducted 
since that year.

N e w s
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Russia holds military drills in Belarus

Biden sees inflation easing this year, touts drug plan

West warns of ‘dangerous moment’ amid calls for de-escalation
By Robin Emmott, Tom 
Balmforth and Vladimir 

Soldatkin

BRUSSELS/MOSCOW - 
Britain said on Thursday the 
“most dangerous moment” 
in the West’s standoff with 
Moscow appeared imminent, 
as Russia held military 
exercises in Belarus and 
the Black Sea following the 
buildup of its forces near 
Ukraine.

Ukraine also staged war 
games and the United States 
urged Americans in the coun-
try to leave immediately 
due to increased threats of 
Russian military action. But 
leaders on all sides signaled 
they hoped diplomacy could 
still prevail in what British 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
called Europe’s biggest secu-
rity crisis for decades.

In a new round of talks, 
Britain’s foreign minister 
sparred publicly with her 

Russian counterpart in Mos-
cow, Johnson visited NATO 
headquarters in Brussels and 
Germany’s leader met his 
Baltic states counterparts in 
Berlin, where officials from 
Russia, Ukraine, Germany 
and France were also holding 

discussions.
Russia, which has more 

than 100,000 troops near 
Ukraine’s borders, denies 
Western accusations it may 
be planning to invade its for-
mer Soviet neighbor, though 
it says it could take unspec-

ified “military-technical” 
action unless demands are 
met.

“I honestly don’t think a 
decision has yet been taken” 
by Moscow on whether to 
attack, Johnson told a news 
conference with NATO Sec-
retary-General Jens Stolten-
berg. “But that doesn’t mean 
that it is impossible that 
something absolutely disas-
trous could happen very soon 
indeed.”

“This is probably the 
most dangerous moment, I 
would say, in the course of 
the next few days, in what 
is the biggest security cri-
sis that Europe has faced for 
decades.”

The way forward was 
diplomacy, Johnson later told 
reporters in Poland.

Stoltenberg also said it 
was a dangerous moment 
for European security, add-
ing: “The number of Russian 
forces is going up. The warn-
ing time for a possible attack 

is going down.”
In a new point of friction, 

Ukraine criticized Russian 
naval exercises that it said 
were part of a “hybrid war” 
and had made navigation in 
the Black Sea and Sea of Azov 
“virtually impossible.”

Nearly nine hours of talks 
between Ukraine and Russia 
on Thursday failed to produce 
a breakthrough on signing 
a joint document, but both 
sides agreed to keep talking, 
the chief of staff to Ukraine’s 
president said after the talks 
in Berlin.

Russia said the talks with 
Ukraine, France and Germa-
ny on the conflict in eastern 
Ukraine fell short of any new 
agreement, and criticized 
what it called a lack of clarity 
in the Ukrainian position.

The U.S. State Department 
urged Americans in Ukraine 
to leave immediately due 
to what it called increased 
threats of Russian military 
action.

By Steve Holland

CULPEPER, Va. - President 
Joe Biden on Thursday said 
he expected inflation to start 
to ease this year as supply 
chain logjams clear up, while 
saying that his administration 
was already helping ease 
shortages, as new data 
showed the biggest jump in 
consumer prices in 40 years.

Biden told NBC News that 
efforts by his administration 
to address the shortage of 
semiconductors that sent car 
prices soaring last year were 
starting to pay off.

Rising consumer prices 
“ought to be able to start to 

taper off as we go through 
this year,” Biden said. “In the 
meantime, I’m going to do 
everything in my power to 
deal with the big points that 
are impacting most people in 
their homes.”

Biden earlier in the day told 
an event in Virginia that pro-
posals included in his sig-
nature Build Back Better 
legislation would help bring 
down prices for families. 
The roughly $1.7 trillion bill, 
which includes social spend-
ing and climate change provi-
sions, is stalled and Biden has 
said previously that chunks, 
rather than the full package, 
could pass.

U.S. stock indexes ended 
sharply lower on Thursday 
after the consumer price data 
raised fears of a hefty inter-
est rate hike by the Federal 
Reserve. Consumer prices in 
the 12 months through January 
rose 7.5%, the biggest jump 
since February 1982, accord-
ing to the Labor Department.

Part of Biden’s Build Back 
Better plan would give the fed-
eral government’s Medicare 
program for seniors authori-
zation to negotiate drug prices 
for the first time.

“The fact is that if we are 
able to do the things I’m 
talking about here, it’ll bring 
down the cost for average 

families,” Biden said.
Noting that Build Back Bet-

ter had already passed the 
House of Representatives, 
Biden said, “Now we just have 
to get it through the United 
States Senate. And we’re close.

“We can do even more to 
lower out-of-pocket prescrip-
tion costs,” he said. “Under 
my proposal, we will hold drug 
companies accountable for the 
absurd price increases.”

The Democrats hold a razor-
thin majority in the Senate, 
providing little leeway given 
that Republicans have been 
opposed to allowing the gov-
ernment to negotiate pre-
scription drug costs.

High inflation and fatigue 
over the ongoing pandemic 
have hurt Biden’s popular-
ity with Americans, causing 
concern for his fellow Demo-
crats, who risk losing control 
of both houses of Congress in 
the November midterm elec-
tions.

Biden was joined by Dem-
ocratic Representative Abigail 
Spanberger of Virginia, who 
could face a tough re-elec-
tion fight in November, and 
Xavier Becerra, his secretary 
of Health and Human Ser-
vices, who has faced criticism 
for a low-profile role in the 
administration’s fight against 
COVID-19. 

Trump says he is in touch 
with North Korea’s Kim

French virologist who 
co-discovered HIV  
virus has died

PARIS - French virologist Luc 
Montagnier, who won a Nobel 
Prize for his part in discovering 
the human immunodeficiency 
virus (HIV) that causes AIDS, has 
died, French news agency AFP 
reported on Thursday.

Montagnier, who was 89, 
shared half of the 2008 Nobel 
Prize for Medicine with fel-
low French scientist Francoise 
Barre-Sinoussi for their role in 
discovering the virus. The other 
half was awarded to German 
cancer researcher Harald zur 
Hausen.

Montagnier, who sparked 
controversy in 2020 by saying 
that he believed the coronavirus 
was created in a Chinese lab, 
was born in 1932 in France and 
gained a PhD in virology at the 
University of Paris.

He later became Director of 
the World Foundation for AIDS 
Research and Prevention in Paris.

In the years before the onset of 
the AIDS epidemic, Montagnier 
had made significant discoveries 
concerning the nature of virus-
es and contributed to under-
standing of how viruses can alter 
the genetic information of host 
organisms.

His investigation of interfer-
on, one of the body’s defenses 
against viruses, also opened ave-
nues for medical cures for viral 
diseases.

Guinea-Bissau president 
says former drug 
traffickers behind 
 failed coup

BISSAU - Guinea-Bissau’s 
President Umaro Sissoco Embalo 
said on Thursday that three peo-
ple arrested by U.S. authorities 
for drug trafficking in 2013 were 
behind an attempted coup in Bis-
sau last week. 

Teenager arrested, charged 
in bomb threats  
in Washington schools

A 16-year-old boy was arrested 
on Thursday and charged with 
calling in bomb threats at seven 
predominantly Black schools in 
Washington a day earlier, the city 
police department said.

The four high schools and 
three charter schools, which were 

evacuated following Wednes-
day’s bomb threats and later 
cleared, included Dunbar High 
School, which was threatened on 
Tuesday during a visit by U.S. 
Vice President Kamala Harris’ 
husband.

The teenager from Southeast 
Washington was charged with 
making “terrorist threats,” the 
Metropolitan Police Department 
posted on Twitter. Authorities 
did not release the suspect’s 
name and said the investigation 
into the incident was continuing.

But the incidents have fur-
ther raised fears among Black 
communities already rattled by 
a series of bomb threats made 
last week against at least a dozen 
historically Black colleges and 
universities, or HBCUs, nation-
wide.

No explosives were found at 
any of the HBCUs, but the threats 
are being probed by the FBI.

The United States faces height-
ened threats from extremist 
groups, underscored by the bomb 
threats at many HBCUs, among 
other factors, the Department of 
Homeland Security said on Mon-
day.

California sues Tesla over 
Black workers’ allegations 
of discrimination

A California state agency has 
sued Tesla Inc over allegations 
by some Black workers that the 
company tolerated racial dis-
crimination at an assembly plant, 
adding to claims made in several 
other lawsuits against the elec-
tric car maker.

The lawsuit filed in state court 
late on Wednesday by the state’s 
Department of Fair Employment 
and Housing (DFEH) said Tes-
la’s factory in Fremont, Califor-
nia, is racially segregated and 
that Black workers claim they 
are subjected to racist slurs and 
drawings and assigned the most 
physically demanding jobs.

Tesla did not respond to a 
request for comment. The com-
pany said in a blog post on 
Wednesday it was expecting the 
lawsuit, which it called misguid-
ed.

The DFEH said working condi-
tions at the plant are so intoler-
able that many Black employees 
have been forced to quit.

BRIEFS

Trump’s claims could  
not be verified and may 
not be true, book says



By Phil Stewart

SHARM EL-SHEIKH, Egypt 
- The United States will help 
the United Arab Emirates 
replenish interceptors it uses 
to knock down incoming 
missiles following a spate 
of unprecedented attacks by 
Houthi fighters in Yemen, 
the U.S. general overseeing 
Middle East operations told 
Reuters.

In recent weeks, the Iran-
aligned Houthis have waged 
a string of largely failed 
strikes on UAE targets that 
have triggered Emirati and 
U.S. air defenses and have 
even seen American troops 
based there briefly taking 
shelter.

“We will help with replen-
ishment of interceptors. And 
we’ll do everything we can 
to assist UAE in defending 
themselves,” General Frank 
McKenzie, head of U.S. Cen-
tral Command, said in an 
interview after a trip to Abu 
Dhabi earlier this week.

McKenzie did not offer 
further specifics. The UAE 
has privately requested U.S. 
replenishment of missile 
defense interceptors, includ-
ing for its THAAD and Patri-
ot system, a source familiar 
with the matter said, speak-
ing on condition of anonym-
ity.

The latest U.S. move would 
be in addition to the Pen-
tagon’s announcement last 
week of a deployment of a 
guided missile destroyer and 
advanced U.S. F-22 fighter 
jets to the UAE. It would also 
stick closely to defensive 
support, amid stiff opposi-
tion to the war in Yemen 
among many lawmakers 
in Congress due to civilian 
deaths.

The conflict has killed tens 
of thousands of people and 

caused a humanitarian cri-
sis.

The Houthi attacks have 
thrown a spotlight on so-far 
unsuccessful U.N.-led efforts 
to broker an end to the war in 
Yemen, which since 2015 has 
pitted the Houthis against a 
Saudi Arabian-led military 
coalition that includes the 
UAE.

McKenzie, who has also 
expressed concern about 
Houthi attacks against ally 
Saudi Arabia, acknowledged 
that the United States has 
been grappling with signif-
icant limits on U.S. surveil-
lance capability over Yemen, 
noting its size.

“We’re very limited in ISR 
over Yemen. It’s hard to see 
into Yemen,” McKenzie said, 
using an acronym for mil-
itary intelligence, surveil-
lance and reconnaissance 
capabilities, which include 
drones.

“It’s a large country, and 
you have to make decisions 
on priorities.”

Experts say it can be diffi-
cult to help allies detect and 
destroy Houthi launch sites 
without adequate ISR, par-
ticularly when dealing with 
mobile missile launchers.

Aware of their value, 
Houthis target U.S. drones. 
The Houthis have shot down 
two U.S.-operated drones 
since McKenzie took com-
mand in March 2019 and 
far more drones operated by 
regional allies.

With tensions simmer-
ing around the world, from 
North Korea to Ukraine, the 
Pentagon has to deal with 
competing priorities for ISR 
resources, which also include 
satellite imagery.

“I communicate with 
partners where we are with 
Yemen. I communicate with 
our (U.S. defense) secre-
tary all the time about the 
resources that we need,” 
McKenzie said, without iden-
tifying any specific request.
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Houthis have waged several largely failed attacks

US to replenish UAE 
defenses after attacks

London Met Police chief submits resignation

Counterfeit parts found in US nuclear plants, report finds

First woman chief steps down after losing confidence of London mayor
By Paul Sandle

LONDON - London police 
chief Cressida Dick resigned 
on Thursday, Mayor of London 
Sadiq Khan said, after he told 
her he was not satisfied she 
could root out the racism, sex-
ism and other problems that 
still existed within the force.

Confidence in the Metropol-
itan Police has been shaken by 
the abduction, rape and mur-
der of a woman, Sarah Eve-
rard, by one of its officers, and 
recent revelations of a culture 
of bullying, racial discrimina-
tion and misogyny in a central 
London police station.

Khan said he had made clear 
to Dick the scale of the change 
he believed was urgently 
required to rebuild Londoners’ 
trust in the Met and to expunge 
racism, sexism, homophobia, 
bullying, discrimination and 
misogyny from it.

“I am not satisfied with the 
Commissioner’s response,” 

he said, adding that on being 
informed of this, Dick had 
offered her resignation.

“It’s clear that the only way 
to start to deliver the scale of 

the change required is to have 
new leadership right at the top 
of the Metropolitan Police,” 
Khan said.

Dick said she was left with 

no choice but to stand down.
“It is with huge sadness 

that following contact with the 
Mayor of London today, it is 
clear that the Mayor no longer 
has sufficient confidence in my 
leadership to continue,” she 
said.

Dick, an experienced count-
er-terrorism officer, was the 
first woman to lead London’s 
193-year-old police force, also 
known by the name of its Scot-
land Yard headquarters.

Interior Minister Priti Patel 
had extended her contract in 
September.

Dick said Everard’s murder 
and “many other awful cases 
recently” had damaged confi-
dence, but the force had turned 
its full attention to rebuilding 
trust.

Khan singled out Dick’s 
reaction to the report on the 
behavior of 14 serving police 
officers at Charing Cross Police 
for making her position unten-
able.

“The response from the 
Commissioner wasn’t up to the 
scale of the change required in 
the Met Police Service,” he told 
broadcasters.

Prime Minister Boris John-
son said on Twitter that Dick 
had “served her country with 
great dedication and distinc-
tion over many decades.”

Patel, who will be respon-
sible for choosing Dick’s 
replacement, said earlier this 
month there were problems 
with the culture of the force.

On Thursday, however, she 
said Dick had undertaken her 
duties “with a steadfast dedi-
cation to protecting our capital 
city and its people - includ-
ing during the unprecedented 
period of the pandemic.”

The choice of her succes-
sor has political ramifications 
because the Met is investi-
gating parties at the center of 
Johnson’s government during 
the pandemic for breaches of 
lockdown laws.

By Timothy Gardner

WASHINGTON - Counterfeit 
parts have been discovered in 
U.S. nuclear plants, potentially 
increasing the risk of a safety 
failure, the inspector general 
of the federal nuclear indus-
try regulator said in a report 
released on Thursday.

The report is a blow to a 
U.S nuclear industry that has 
shrunk in recent years due 
to competition from renew-
able power and plants that 
burn natural gas and linger-
ing public concerns following 
high-profile mishaps includ-
ing a 2011 tsunami at Japan’s 
Fukushima plant.

“Counterfeit parts are 
safety and security concerns 

that could have serious con-
sequences in critical power 
plant equipment required to 
perform a safety function,” 
the report from the inspector 
general’s office of the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC) 
said.

The report, which looked 
into concerns that the coun-
terfeit parts are present in 
most, if not all power plants, 
sampled a plant in each of the 
NRC four regions and found 
data showing fake parts were 
used in a plant in the U.S. 
Midwest.

In addition, it said a “well 
placed NRC principal” told the 
inspector general about two 
component failures at plants 
in the U.S. Northeast that 
plant operators determined 

involved fake parts. And a 
recent inspector general audit 
report revealed that the parts 
are present at nuclear oper-
ating plants, it said without 
further details.

U.S. Department of Energy 
staff had identified more than 
100 incidents involving coun-
terfeit, fraudulent or suspect 
items (CFSI) in agency reac-
tors in fiscal year 2021 alone, 
the report said.

Counterfeit parts found 
at reactors have included 
an emergency service water 
pump shaft, temperature sen-
sors used to identify steam line 
breaks, and breaker switch-
es meant to prevent fires, it 
said. The report did not name 
nuclear reactors involved or 
the origin of the parts.

The report added that the 
NRC may also be underesti-
mating the number of coun-
terfeit parts in plants “because 
it does not require licensees to 
report CFSI except in extraor-
dinary circumstances, such 
as those involving the failure 
of equipment that performs a 
significant safety function.”

The NRC said it is reviewing 
the report.

“While the report’s findings 
include the ongoing presence 
of CFSI at U.S. reactors, noth-
ing in the report suggests an 
immediate safety concern,” 
said spokesperson Scott Bur-
nell. “The NRC’s office of the 
Executive Director for Opera-
tions is thoroughly reviewing 
the report and will direct the 
agency’s program offices to 

take appropriate action.”
The Department of Energy

did not immediately respond
to a request for comment.

An advocacy group said the
report shows the NRC needs
to work harder to counter the
problem.

“This troubling report shows
that the NRC needs to do much
more to ensure that counter-
feit or fraudulent parts with
potentially dangerous defects
are kept out of US nuclear
power plants — including
strengthening requirements
for plant owners to report
and correct such problems as
soon as they are discovered,”
said Edwin Lyman, director
of nuclear power safety at the
Union of Concerned Scientists,
nonprofit group.

By Lawrence Hurley

WASHINGTON - Civil rights 
groups on Thursday asked 
President Joe Biden’s admin-
istration to disavow centu-
ry-old Supreme Court rulings 
suffused with racist language 
that gave the government 
license to treat people living 
in Puerto Rico and other U.S. 
territories differently than 
other Americans.

The 13 groups, led by the 
American Civil Liberties 
Union, said in a letter to Attor-
ney General Merrick Garland 
that the Justice Department 
should publicly condemn a 
series of rulings in the early 
1900s called the Insular Cases.

The activists pointed to 
Biden’s January 2021 execu-
tive order in which he pledged 
to advance racial equity. Other 
groups signing the letter 
included the Lawyers’ Com-
mittee for Civil Rights Under 
Law and the Hispanic Federa-
tion, a Latino advocacy group.

The rulings, starting in 
1901, came in the aftermath 
of the acquisition of overseas 
territories following the 1898 
Spanish-American War and 
established that Puerto Ricans 
and those living in some other 
U.S. territories do not possess 
the same rights under the U.S. 
Constitution as people living 
in U.S. states.

One Supreme Court justice 
at the time referred to territo-
ries “inhabited by alien races” 
and another endorsed the 
notion that the United States 
can seize “an unknown island, 
peopled with an uncivilized 
race” without conferring cit-
izenship.

The letter from the activists 
said that the Justice Depart-
ment’s “continued embrace of 
the Insular Cases cannot be 

reconciled with this admin-
istration’s pledge to affir-
matively advance equity and 
racial justice.”

The activists said they were 
prompted to write the letter 
by the Justice Department’s 
approach in a November 
Supreme Court oral argument 
concerning whether Con-
gress can bar Puerto Ricans 
from the federal Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI) pro-
gram that provides benefits to 
low-income elderly, blind and 
disabled people.

During the argument, Jus-
tice Neil Gorsuch specifically 
asked Deputy Solicitor Gener-
al Curtis Gannon, represent-
ing the administration, for its 
position on the cases.

“Why shouldn’t we just 
admit that the Insular Cases 
were incorrectly decided?” 
Gorsuch asked.

Gannon responded that 
although the “reasoning and 
rhetoric there is obvious-
ly anathema,” the Supreme 
Court did not need to say 
anything about the cases to 
decide the question about 
SSI benefits, thereby missing 
an opportunity to denounce 
them, the activists said.

“It’s like having laws on 
the books that don’t outlaw 
lynching,” said Laura Esquiv-
el, vice president of federal 
policy and advocacy at the 
Hispanic Federation. “Why 
would the U.S. government 
want to leave those laws 
there? Why would they not 
want to repudiate them?”

Alejandro Ortiz, an ACLU 
lawyer, said it would be an 
“easy win” for Biden’s admin-
istration to condemn the 
Insular Cases because there is 
consensus now that they were 
based on racist reasoning.

“This is one easy exam-
ple of systemic racism, where 
racism has been built into the 
way the federal government 
treats people who live in the 
territories, who are over-
whelmingly people of color,” 
Ortiz added.

President urged to 
repudiate racist rulings
Century-old rulings 
allowed government 
to treat Puerto 
Ricans differently
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New PM named as incumbent refuses to yield

Protesters take to Sudan’s streets again
Citizens decry military coup, arrests, wave of political detentions

Reuters
TOBRUK, Libya  - Libya’s 

divisions seemed poised to 
deepen on Thursday as the 
eastern-based parliament 
named a new prime min-
ister, with the incumbent 
refusing to step aside.

The move threatens to 
plunge Libya back to the split 
between two warring, paral-
lel administrations that gov-
erned from 2014 until a unity 
government was installed 
last year as part of a U.N.-
backed peace plan.

A spokesman for the par-
liament said it had chosen 
former interior minister 
Fathi Bashagha by a show 
of hands after the only other 
candidate withdrew.

However, Prime Minister 
Abdulhamid al-Dbeibah, who 
heads the U.N.-recognized 
Government of National 
Accord (GNU) has reject-
ed the parliament’s moves, 
saying he will only relin-
quish power after a national 
election.

The parliament wants 
to take control of Libya’s 
political future after the col-
lapse of an election that was 
planned for December, say-
ing Dbeibah’s interim gov-
ernment is no longer valid 
and pushing any new elec-
tion back until next year.

Late on Thursday, 
Bashagha flew to Tripoli 
with some of the parliament 
members as he prepared to 
try to form a new govern-
ment that could win majority 
support from parliament.

In a brief speech on arriv-
al in Tripoli Bashagha said 
he thanked Dbeibah for his 
work and said democracy 
ensured a peaceful transfer 
of power, adding “I am sure 
the unity government will be 
committed to these demo-
cratic principles.”

Although witnesses in 
Tripoli said armed forces had 
put new security measures 

in place around Dbeibah’s 
office, there was no imme-
diate sign of confrontation 
between supporters of rival 
camps.

Eastern commander Khal-
ifa Haftar’s Libyan National 
Army (LNA), which waged a 
14-month offensive against 
a Tripoli government in 
which Bashagha was interior 
minister, said it welcomed 
his appointment.

While Libya has had little 
peace or stability since the 
2011 NATO-backed uprising 
against Muammar Gaddafi, 
and split between warring 
eastern and western fac-
tions in 2014, a ceasefire has 
mostly held since summer 
2020.

The installation of Dbei-
bah’s interim unity govern-
ment last year and the prom-
ised march towards election 

was hailed as the best chance 
of peace for Libya in years 
before it all fell apart.

However, while rival armed 
forces have mobilized inside 
Tripoli in recent weeks, ana-
lysts say this political crisis 
will not necessarily translate 
into fighting soon.

The stance of foreign states 
may prove critical. During 
the last war, Russia, Egypt 
and the United Arab Emir-
ates backed the eastern side 
while Turkey supported the 
Tripoli government.

International recognition 
for that government also 
meant it was impossible for 
the parallel eastern admin-
istration to easily trade oil to 
finance its operations despite 
holding the main fields.

So far, the U.N. Libya 
adviser and Western coun-
tries have said Dbeibah’s 

Government of Nation-
al Unity remains valid and 
have urged the parliament 
to focus instead on bringing 
elections forward.

Egypt on Thursday said it 
valued the measures taken 
by Libya’s parliament, which 
it said has the power to grant 
legitimacy to the executive 
government and oversee it.

Nearly 3 million Liby-
ans signed up to vote in the 
December election, and the 
political jostling and delays 
that have followed have 
infuriated and frustrated 
many of them.

Critics of eastern-based 
Parliament Speaker Agu-
ila Saleh have previously 
accused him of chicanery 
in pushing through laws or 
decisions without proper 
votes.

Reuters
KHARTOUM - Suda-

nese protesters marched 
in neighborhoods across 
the capital and the coun-
try on Thursday in pro-
test at October’s military 
coup and a wave of polit-
ical detentions.

The takeover ended 
a partnership between 
the military and civilian 
political parties, draw-
ing international con-
demnation and plunging 
Sudan into political and 
economic turmoil.

Protests organized by 
neighborhood resistance 
committees have drawn 
hundreds of thousands 
of people, and at least 
79 have been killed and 
more than 2,000 injured 
in crackdowns.

On Thursday, hun-
dreds of protesters 
diverged from planned 
routes to renew efforts 

to march on the presi-
dential palace, but were 
met with tear gas and a 
heavy security presence 
a little more than a kilo-
meter from their goal.

“We will continue 
demonstrating in the 
streets until we bring 
down military rule and 
bring back democracy,” 
said 22-year-old uni-
versity student Salah 
Hamid.

Other protests took 
place across the Nile in 
the cities of Omdurman 
and Bahri, and farther 
away in Gadarif and Sen-
nar.

Sudan’s long-stand-
ing economic woes have 
been exacerbated since 
last month by the block-
ade of the Northern 
Artery, a key route for 
trucks carrying exports 
from Sudan into Egypt.

That protest, originally 

against a rise in elec-
tricity prices for farm-
ers, has expanded to 
reject military rule and 
demand more support 
for both farmers and 
traders, and has trapped 
hundreds of Egyptian 
trucks in Sudan.

While some protesters 
in Khartoum said they 
were opposing a nor-
malization of relations 
with Israel that has been 
spearheaded by the mil-
itary, others marched 
for the more than 2,000 
people who lawyers say 
have been arrested since 
the coup. More than 100 
remain in jail, one law-
yer said on Thursday.

Two prominent polit-
ical critics of the mili-
tary, Khalid Omer Yousif 
and Wagdi Salih, were 
arrested on Wednesday.

Brigadier Altahir Abu 
Haja, media adviser to 

military ruler Gener-
al Abdel Fattah al-Bur-
han, said in a statement 
carried by state news 
agency SUNA that their 

arrests were not political 
and that investigations 
were continuing.

A prosecution state-
ment said that Salih and 

others faced charges of
breaking laws related to
corruption, foreign cur-
rency and financial pro-
cedures.

By Jonathan Stempel

NEW YORK - A New York 
state appeals court freed the 
New York Times to publish 
documents concerning the 
conservative activist group 
Project Veritas, putting on 
hold a lower court ruling that 
alarmed First Amendment 
advocates.

In an order made public on 
Thursday, the Appellate Divi-
sion in Brooklyn stayed a 
December ruling that blocked 
the Times from publishing 
memoranda from an in-house 
Project Veritas lawyer, and 
required the newspaper to turn 
over or destroy the memos.

Critics called the ruling by 
Justice Charles Wood of the 
state Supreme Court in West-
chester County an unconsti-
tutional prior restraint. Project 
Veritas has said the memos are 
protected by attorney-client 
privilege.

While not setting aside 
Wood’s ruling, Thursday’s 
order means it will not be 
enforced during the Times’ 
appeal.

Elizabeth Locke, a lawyer for 
Project Veritas, said she was 
pleased the court denied the 
Times’ “overreaching request” 
to vacate the ruling, and was 
confident it would find that 
the Times “violated Veritas’ 
substantial rights by acquiring 
and publishing attorney-cli-
ent privileged materials in the 
midst of ongoing litigation.”

The Times welcomed 
the order. “The use of prior 
restraint to prohibit newsgath-
ering and block the publication 
of newsworthy journalism is 
unconstitutional,” spokes-
woman Danielle Rhoades Ha 
said. “No libel plaintiffs should 
be permitted to use their liti-
gation as a tool to silence press 
coverage about them.”

Led by James O’Keefe, Proj-
ect Veritas has used what crit-
ics view as deceptive tactics 
to expose what it describes as 
liberal media bias.

The Times obtained the dis-
puted memos in connection 
with coverage concerning a U.S. 
Department of Justice probe 
into Project Veritas’ possible 
role in the theft of a diary from 
President Joe Biden’s daughter 
Ashley.

Project Veritas objected to a 
Nov. 11 Times article that drew 
from the memos, calling it an 
attempt to embarrass a litiga-
tion opponent.

The group is suing Times 
for defamation over an unre-
lated September 2020 article 
describing a video it released 
about alleged voter fraud in 
Minnesota.

NYT free 
to publish 
documents, 
court rules
Appeals court will allow 
newspaper to print Project 
Veritas documents

Boy Scouts wins key support in abuse settlement
By Maria Chutchian

The Boy Scouts of America 
won pivotal support from a 
committee representing sex-
ual abuse victims for a $2.7 
billion settlement of their 
claims against the youth 
organization as it seeks to 
emerge from bankruptcy, 
according to a court filing on 
Thursday.

Ahead of a Feb. 22 hear-
ing before a U.S. bankruptcy 
judge in Delaware, the offi-
cial committee representing 
victims in the Boy Scouts’ 
Chapter 11 case agreed to drop 
its long-standing objections 
to the settlement in exchange 
for new terms that include 

enhanced child-protection 
measures for scouts.

More than 82,000 abuse 
claims have been filed against 
the Boy Scouts, which has 
called the deal the largest sex-
ual abuse settlement in histo-
ry. The Boy Scouts, founded 
in 1910, has apologized for the 
abuse and committed itself to 
equitably compensate people 
who were abused as children.

The Irving, Texas-head-
quartered nonprofit orga-
nization, which had earli-
er secured separate backing 
from tens of thousands of 
abuse victims, still needs U.S. 
Bankruptcy Judge Laurie Sel-
ber Silverstein to approve the 
settlement.

“We offer our heartfelt 
thanks to the (committee) 
and all supporting parties 
whose perseverance and sig-
nificant time commitment to 
mediation was instrumen-
tal in the formation of this 
agreement,” the Boy Scouts 
said in a statement.

In a vote tally bankruptcy 
announced in January, 73.57% 
of claimants supported the 
settlement plan, short of the 
75% threshold the organiza-
tion had been seeking. The 
Boy Scouts organization has 
been working to bring in 
more support in recent weeks. 
The official committee is now 
urging abuse claimants who 
voted against the settlement 

to change their votes to sup-
port it.

While the assent of two-
thirds of creditors is all that is 
typically required for a Chap-
ter 11 plan, judges often look 
for “overwhelming” credi-
tor support in large, complex 
Chapter 11 cases before sign-
ing off on them.

Under the deal, the Boy 
Scouts would establish a $2.7 
billion trust to compensate 
men who have said they were 
sexually abused as children by 
troop leaders. The new settle-
ment terms include enhanced 
child-protection procedures 
and greater oversight by the 
official committee of the vic-
tim compensation process.

Rifts deepen in Libya
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By Andrew Khouri

A new housing 
model that landed 
in Los Angeles 

several years ago made 
home ownership more 
affordable in pricey 
neighborhoods, a 
welcome option in a 
housing-starved region.

It also had a major 
flaw, according to 
critics: Investors often 
displaced tenants in 
cheaper rentals to 
renovate their units and 
resell them.

Now, an L.A. 
developer has a new 
approach to the 
so-called tenancy-in-
common, or TIC, model, 
in which residents 
share ownership of the 
property. Instead of 
converting old, rent-
controlled buildings 
into TIC properties, the 
developer is replacing 
single-family homes 
with new townhomes.

That adds less costly 
housing stock to the 
area with fewer chances 
of displacement since 
most single-family 
houses are owner-
occupied.

“I thought this 
wasn’t something I 
could afford,” said 
Ricky Howard, a 
34-year old buying his 
first home, a three-
bedroom townhouse 
in Arlington Heights 
with stainless steel 
appliances, quartz 
countertops and central 
air conditioning.

“I was ... questioning 
why was it priced 
at $749,000,” he 
said, “and it’s new 
construction.”

At TIC developments, 
rather than own an 
individual unit on a lot 
like a condominium, 
residents own a share 
of the overall lot and 
have exclusive rights 
to live in their unit, 
with homeowners 
association dues 
covering the property’s 
upkeep. They are 
similar to New York 
City co-ops and came 
to L.A. from San 
Francisco, where they 
had been budding for 
decades.

B&A Group LLC, the 
builder of the four-unit 
project in Arlington 
Heights, has several 
more on the way, and 
at least one other 
developer is planning 
similar projects. Some 
real estate experts said 
the model could help 
the region’s gaping 
affordable-housing 
problem, particularly 
after a new state law 
opened more areas to 
similar development.

B&A has finished 
three projects so far; 
the others are in West 
Adams and Westlake.

In Arlington Heights, 
the three-bedroom 
homes went up for sale 
between $749,000 and 
$849,000 — at least 
$159,000 less than the 
typical three bedroom 
in the central Los 
Angeles neighborhood, 
and cheaper than most 
newly built condos and 
townhomes in the city, 
according to a Times 
analysis of Zillow data 
and listings.

Aldo Cali, who runs 
B&A with his sister 
Brisa Acosta, said they 
focus on replacing 
single-family homes 
with new construction 
because they don’t 
want to displace 
anyone. And it’s hard 
to make projects work 
financially when 
demolishing multi-unit 
structures to build just 
a few new units.

The new TICs from 
B&A preceded Senate 
Bill 9, the state law that 
allows up to four units 

on most lots formerly 
zoned for one single-
family house. Some 
single-family houses 
in the city already sat 
on parcels zoned for 
more units, often times 
a maximum of four, 
enabling projects such 
as B&A’s.

“Being able to take 
one home and turn it 
now into four homes 
that could give someone 
the opportunity to own 
a home in Los Angeles 
... we like that whole 
idea,” Acosta said.

In the debate over 
the new construction 
enabled by SB 9, some 
opponents raised 
concerns developers 
would demolish 
relatively affordable 
single-family homes 
and replace them with 
expensive rentals.

Cali and Acosta said 
the old homes they buy 
often need significant 
work that would put 
them out of reach for 
many first-time buyers. 
Most of the new TIC 
townhomes, on the 
other hand, have sold 
to first-time buyers, 
according to the real 
estate agent handling 
the deals.

Except for one single 
family house built as 
part of a three-unit TIC 
development in West 
Adams, B&A’s new 
townhome units are all 
three bedrooms with 
roughly 1,500 square 
feet and a rooftop deck 
or a small yard.

All 10 of those 
townhomes were first 
listed between 9% 
and 26% less than 
the typical price for a 
three bedroom in those 
neighborhoods, or the 
equivalent of $81,000 to 
$259,000 cheaper.

New homes at a 
discount

Howard, who is under 
contract for a unit 
at the TIC project in 
Arlington Heights, said 
he had grown tired of 
paying $3,000 a month 
in rent for a one-
bedroom apartment 
near work and wanted 
to start building equity.

The owner of a 
streetwear store in 
downtown L.A., he 
said the only homes 
he could afford in his 
desired neighborhoods 
were fixer-uppers, 
or one-bedroom and 
studio condos. It took 
six months of searching 
and roughly three 
lost offers before he 
came across B&A’s 
townhomes.

One home he had bid 
on had 20 competing 
offers, he said. By 
comparison, buying a 
newer, nicer TIC has 
been a breeze.

“I think it’s smart 
for when I get older,” 
Howard said, of owning 
an asset rather than 
spending money on 
rent. “I can have 
something that I own.”

How his opportunity 
came to be is a story of 
zoning and economics.

In recent years, 
developers including 
B&A have demolished 
single-family houses 
that sat on L.A. lots 
already zoned for two 
to four units.

According to 
interviews with 
developers and a Times 
analysis of city records, 
the hundreds of new 
two- to four-unit 
projects that developers 
built were primarily 
for lease, with just 
a smattering of for-
sale condos and a type 
of for-sale housing 
known as small lots 
— homes that look 
like townhomes, but 
are actually detached 
single-family houses.

Some of the new 
rental units were 
pricey, high-end units, 
while others were cheap 
enough to qualify as 
Section 8 housing.

Most projects are 
rentals because it 
takes too long to get 
city approvals to sell 
units individually as 
condos or small lots, 
developers said.

By 2019, though, 
investors had started 
to convert old rental 
housing into TIC units, 
which unlike small lots 
and condo conversions 
required no special city 
approvals and could be 
done quickly — a major 
plus for them since 
time is money.

L.A. real estate agent 
Skyler Hynes, who 
was working with B&A 
at the time to lease 
rentals, said he and the 
developer eventually 
figured they could 
use that new model 
to sell off individual 
townhomes and 
potentially make more 
money than selling an 
entire property to a 
landlord.

Cali said they bought 
all houses on the open 
market and make a 
point of asking the 
listing agents whether 
anyone would be 
displaced with the sale, 
something he said the 

agents said wouldn’t 
happen.

“That’s not what we 
are about,” he said.

According to county 
records and an 
interview with one 
previous owner, at 
least five of the seven 
houses B&A bought had 
been owner-occupied. 
One house had been 
rented before the 
sale, according to the 
tenant, who said the 
landlord let him move 
into another rental she 
owned for the same 
rental price.

Multiple industry 
insiders believe B&A 
was the first developer 
to offer newly built 
TICs in the L.A. market, 
with others since taking 
up model.

Isaac Davidi, a 
prominent developer 
of two- and four-unit 
rentals in Los Angeles, 
said he has about 40 
new TIC buildings 
planned, with the first 
one expected to be 
finished in West Adams 
in about three months. 
“It’s more profitable,” 
he said.

Future B&A projects 
are planned in West 
Adams, Westlake, 
Mid City and North 
Hollywood.

All of the townhomes 
B&A has finished so far 
were listed and sold, 
or are still available, 
in the $700,000s and 
$800,000s. Hynes said 
the list price is roughly 
a 10% to 20% discount 
to what a similar newly 
built condo or small 
lot would cost in that 
location.

Several B&A homes 
actually sold under 
the original list price, 
including the one 
Howard is buying.

B&A can still make 
a profit selling the 
homes at a lower price: 
The developer saves 
time because special 
city approvals aren’t 
necessary in TIC cases, 
Hynes said.

The particular 
features of TICs — 
the shared ownership 
structure, for example, 
and the lack of fixed-
rate financing options 
for them  —  also mean 
they aren’t swamped 
with buyer-interest the 
way most California 
homes are these days.

Adding supply
If newly built TICs 

prove reasonably 
profitable for 
developers, and the 
model takes off, it could 
have a “substantial 

impact” on improving 
housing affordability, 
UCLA professor Paavo 
Monkkonen said.

As developers build 
more TICs, more for-
sale units will become 
available — the 
supply will grow —  
potentially easing the 
bidding wars between 
buyers that characterize 
today’s market.

SB 9 has also opened 
up many more lots to 
two- and four-unit 
development, adding 
opportunities for others 
to try the single-
family-home-to-TIC 
pathway.

Larry Gross, executive 
director for the tenant 
rights group Coalition 
for  Economic Survival, 
said the way B&A is 
developing TICs has the 
potential for less tenant 
displacement compared 
with the more common 
rental conversions.

But if the model 
catches on, he said, 
he worries other 
developers will 
pressure low-income 
homeowners to sell 
en-masse, then build 
and sell homes for far 
more than B&A prices. 
A familiar cycle would 
then begin, he said, 
with high-earners 
moving in and driving 
home prices up further.

“This could be 
devastating,” he said.

Even the discounts 
B&A’s projects now 
offer are a concern for 
Steven Meeks, president 
of the neighborhood 
council for West Adams. 
The area has seen 
prices skyrocket in 
recent years as higher 
income, often white 
households, move into 
the mostly working-
class Latino and Black 
neighborhood.

“Cheaper for 
who?” he said of the 
new townhomes. 
“What person in this 
neighborhood is going 
to afford that?”

Cali said he worries 
“about everybody’s 
concerns,” but he feels 
his projects are helping 
affordability, including 
in West Adams where 
he sold two, three 
bedroom townhomes 
for $780,000 and 
$795,000, far less 
than the typical three 
bedroom now valued at 
over $1 million.

“It’s bringing back 
a little piece of the 
middle-class, figuring 
out how to even get 
into something,” he 
said.

UCLA’s Monkkonen 
said it’s also important 
to consider what 
could’ve happened 
absent B&A’s purchase 
of the old houses: 
It’s common for 
investors to purchase 
old, rundown homes 
and renovate them to 
much higher values — 
something that doesn’t 
add any additional units 
and happens frequently 
in West Adams and 
across the city.

B&A’s projects, 
meanwhile, are adding 
housing that is cheaper 
than many options 
in the surrounding 
area, a quicker way to 
expand affordability 
than waiting for more 
supply to trickle down, 
Monkkonen said.

All but one of the 
10 new townhomes 
B&A has built can 
be considered less 
expensive than the old 
houses they replaced, 
records show.

According to public 
records, B&A paid 
$850,000 in 2019 for 
the single-family house 
in Arlington Heights 
it demolished to build 
four townhomes.

Those four new 
townhomes went on 
the market between 
$749,000 and 
$849,000, meaning 
all four were available 
for less than B&A 
paid for the original 
house two years prior. 
Some buyers are in 
escrow below those list 
prices, an even steeper 
discount.

It’s a more 
complicated case 
with the developer’s 
other projects. Those 
townhomes sold for 
more than what B&A 
paid in 2019 for the 
houses they replaced. 
But as any observer of 
the nation’s housing 
market knows: real 
estate appreciates.

A home’s price 
doesn’t rise in exact 
tandem with the 
market. But if B&A 
never demolished the 
old houses and their 
value climbed exactly 
as estimated by Zillow 
for the typical house, 
all but one of B&A’s six 
remaining townhomes 
sold for less than the 
theoretical value of the 
houses they replaced.

©2022 Los Angeles Times. 
Distributed by Tribune Content 
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Controversial home-ownership model gains steam
‘Tenancy-in-common’ homes gaining popularity in LA neighborhoods
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LOPEZ, WILSON STEP 
INTO ROM-COM FORMULA

By Nina Metz

‘Marry Me” starring 
Jennifer Lopez 
and Owen Wilson 

asks that age-old question: 
Do you, viewer, take this 
romantic comedy to be your 
next cinematic diversion, to 
have and to hold from this 
day forward, or at least for 
the next two hours?

The answer, I’m afraid, to 
borrow from another well-
known phrase: Let’s call the 
whole thing off.

Decked out in an eye-
catching and impressively 
fun wardrobe, Lopez is Kat, 
a pop star who is about 
to marry her amor (also 
a pop star, played by the 
singer-songwriter Maluma) 
at her next concert. That 
we’re meant to believe this 
concert-as-wedding is not 
a blatantly self-promotey 
choice — nuptials as 
business write-off, anyone? 
— is just the first of the 
movie’s many emotionally 
disingenuous beats. Moments 
before she’s set to make 
her bridal entrance, the bad 
news comes in a flash on 
everyone’s phones — hoo-
boy, this movie is obsessed 
with social media — and it’s 
a video showing her fiance 
cheating with her assistant. 
Stunned and humiliated, 
Kat rises up from the stage 
floor in her massive, glittery, 
crystal-covered wedding 
gown. and suddenly all that 
heavy stage makeup betrays 
her. No matter how much 
highlighter is slathered on 
those exquisite cheekbones, 
her glow is gone.

And then she spots a 
random guy in the audience 
— a junior high school math 
teacher and divorced dad 

named Charlie, played by 
Wilson, who is so low-key 
as to be no key — holding 
a sign with the name of her 
current hit: “Marry Me.” 
She takes that as her cue and 
impulsively weds this nobody 
on the spot and rom-comery 
ensues. In theory, at least.

Director Kat Coiro (whose 
credits include the Peacock’s 
“Girls5eva”) has mostly 
assembled all the necessary 
ingredients — plus a whole 
bunch of unnecessary ones as 
well — but they never cohere 
into a story that actually 
hangs together. It’s a 
ridiculous premise, but that’s 
not the issue; Lopez has 
stepped into her fair share of 
nonsensical stories and made 
them work largely because 
she has the chops and screen 
presence to elevate a light, 
fizzy script if it has decent 
bones. And I like the reverse-
energy of the setup, which 
has the central couple falling 
for one another after they’ve 
tied the knot.

But the screenplay from 
Harper Dill, John Rogers 
and Tami Sagher is weirdly 
shapeless and has no real 
momentum driving these 
two crazy kids into one 
another’s arms. I say kids, 
but it’s actually unusual — 
and I appreciate this — to 
see a rom-com starring 
actors in their early 50s 
and their middle-agedness 

isn’t an explicit part of the 
story. They never once refer 
to themselves as old; their 
ages never even come up 
and really, why would they? 
(It’s fascinating to watch this 
play out coming off ”And 
Just Like That’s” approach 
wherein 50-plus means 
you’re over the hill.)

Rom-coms require an 
internal machinery and 
most tend to follow certain 
basic rhythms because those 
rhythms work so well. Unless 
you’re willing to upend that 
with some compellingly 
inventive alternatives — and 
to be clear, that’s not what 
is happening here amid the 
“Notting Hill” of it all — the 
end result is going to be as 
lifeless as the hairpiece Kat 
casually removes from her 
head one night as she and 
Charlie kinda sorta get to 
know one another.

Absent any chemistry 
or heat, Lopez and 
Wilson come across like 
respectful colleagues who 
have a pleasant working 
relationship. Scenes don’t 
really develop and an 
inordinate number of them 
feature Kat singing one 
song or another, rather than 
focusing on the ways people 
connect and fall in love, and 
when they finally do kiss for 
the first time it’s like … huh. 
Shrug. There’s no convincing 
build up. That said, Lopez 

has a brief but legitimately 
funny moment attempting 
to run in a gorgeous red 
dress with a very narrow 
skirt. More of those kinds of 
throwaway jokes, visual or 
otherwise, might have helped 
buoy this thing a bit more.

There are a lot of narrative 
shortcuts employed here 
— if I never see a montage 
of news reporting to set 
up a scene again it will 
be a happy day — and 
the actors themselves are 
forever shoved into chaotic 
Instagram Live feeds that 
crowd the screen, perhaps 
to distract audiences from 
the fact that the movie 
looks so conspicuously 
underpopulated. I don’t 
know if this was due to 
the budget or COVID, but 
“Marry Me” feels small in 
ways that a big commercial 
rom-com frequently doesn’t 
and maybe that’s why you 
can’t fully shake the feeling 
that this Universal Pictures 
project is really just a 
marketing scheme cooked 
up to highlight Lopez’s real-
life music career and some 
NBCUniversal properties, 
including the frequent 
cutaways to a decidedly 
unfunny Jimmy Fallon, 
which may be, ironically, the 
movie at its most honest.

———
‘MARRY ME’
2 stars (out of 4)
MPAA rating: PG-13 

(for some language and 
suggestive material)

Running time: 1:52
Where to watch: In 

theaters and streaming on 
Peacock Friday
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By Maureen Feighan

DETROIT — Superstar 
entertainer Elton John paid 
tribute to the Queen of Soul 
Aretha Franklin during one of 
two dynamic shows at Little 
Caesars Arena this week, say-
ing even as she battled cancer, 
she performed at one of his 
shows.

Wearing his signature spar-
kly glasses and sitting at his 
piano Wednesday for his sec-
ond Detroit show during his 
“Farewell Yellow Brick Road” 
tour, John said one of Frank-
lin’s final performances was 
at one of his concerts and she 
“was so ill.” Franklin died in 
2018 after battling pancreatic 
cancer. She was 76.

“I love her so much and I 
still do,” said John. “I have so 
much respect for her.”

John, 74, who last per-
formed in Detroit in 2018, 
recalled how not long after 
he and songwriting partner, 
Bernie Taupin, released “Bor-
der Song (Holy Moses)” in 
1970, Franklin covered it and 
released on her 1972 album 
“Young, Gifted and Black.” 
John and Taupin were thrilled.

After sharing his love for 
Franklin, John, who said he’s 
performed 25 times in Detroit, 
sang “Border Song” again.

The legendary super-
star who tested positive for 
COVID less than a month ago 
cranked out nearly all of his 
hits during a dynamic 2-hour 
show Wednesday, including 
“Bennie and Jets,” “Candle in 
the Wind,” “I’m Still Stand-
ing” and “Rocket Man.”

During an encore while 
wearing a purple robe with 
sparkly cats on the back, John 
sang his latest hit, “Cold 
Heart,” a remix with star Dua 
Lipa.

“Now I’ll sing my first hit,” 
said John, ending the concert 
with his first hit, 1970’s “Your 
Song.”

John’s “Farewell Yellow 
Brick Road” tour is crisscross-
ing the country after kicking 
off in September 2018. Delayed 
because of the pandemic, it’s 
supposed to be John’s final 
tour. At the end of his concert 
Wednesday, a video showed 
him walking off into the sun-
set on a yellow brick road.

©2022 The Detroit News. Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency, LLC. 

‘I love her 
so much and 
I still do’
Elton John pays tribute 
to Queen of Soul Aretha 
Franklin during show

“Absent any chemistry or heat, Lopez and Wilson come 
across like respectful colleagues who have a pleasant working 

relationship. Scenes don’t really develop and an inordinate 
number of them feature Kat singing one song or another, 
rather than focusing on the ways people connect and fall 

 
time it’s like … huh. Shrug.”

NINA METZ, CRITIC

Nardine Saad

LOS ANGELES — Attendees 
of the 94th Academy Awards 
next month reportedly won’t 
be required to show their 
COVID-19 vaccination status.

Instead, the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sci-
ences, which hosts the Oscars, 
intends to require a negative 
PCR test or a negative rapid 
antigen test on the day of the 
event, according to the Holly-
wood Reporter.

Representatives for the film 
academy did not immediately 
respond Thursday to the Los 
Angeles Times’ request for 
comment. Nor did the acade-

my comment in the THR story.
The Oscars will take place on 

March 27, later than usual due 
to the winter omicron surge 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The ceremony also will return 
to its usual venue, the Dolby 
Theatre in Hollywood, leaving 
last year’s downtown L.A. spot 
at Union Station, where the 
show was held amid stringent 
COVID-19 testing require-
ments.

Although COVID-19 vaccines 
have become readily available 
and mandated in public places 
in Los Angeles County since 
last year’s Oscars, Holly-
wood insiders speculated that 
strict restrictions on the glitzy 

ceremony would preclude 
high-profile industry figures 
— and potentially some of 
the nominees — from attend-
ing the Oscars, THR said. The 
academy has not yet released 
its official COVID-19 protocols 
for the ceremony.

Other awards shows — 
such as the Screen Actors 
Guild Awards on Feb. 27 and 
the Critics Choice Awards on 
March 13 — will still require 
proof of vaccination. The Crit-
ics Choice Awards also will 
require a negative PCR test 
within 48 hours of the event, 
Critics Choice Association 
Chief Operating Officer Joey 
Berlin, told the publication.

As the omicron variant 
recedes, however, Califor-
nia state officials on Tuesday 
announced plans to lift uni-
versal mask mandates for vac-
cinated residents next week. 
But L.A. County Public Health 
Director Barbara Ferrer said 
the region is probably weeks 
away from lifting its indoor 
mask mandate, regardless of 
vaccination status. Ferrer said 
the order could ease by the end 
of April unless a new corona-
virus variant poses a threat.

The California Department 
of Public Health is moving to 
relax the mask requirement 
statewide starting Feb. 16, but 
L.A. County public health offi-

cials — in whose region the 
Oscars take place — say they 
don’t believe it’s appropriate 
for them to follow suit. The 
county goals match the rec-
ommendations issued by the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.

Meanwhile, the Recording 
Academy, whose marquee 
Grammy Awards honor the 
best in music, has seen its 
rescheduled show leave the 
state altogether. The perfor-
mance-driven ceremony has 
been relocated from  L.A. to 
Las Vegas. Originally set to 
take place Jan. 31, this year’s 
Grammys have been resched-
uled to April 3.

No proof of vaccination at Oscars
Film academy will loosen restrictions at this year’s ceremony


