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MEN’S HOCKEY

NCAA tournament
First round
Albany (New York) Regional
Saturday’s regional championship
MSU Mankato vs. Notre Dame, 5:30 p.m.

Allentown (Pennsylvania) 
Regional

Friday’s results
Michigan 5, American International 3
Quinnipiac 5, St. Cloud State 4
Sunday’s regional championship
Quinnipiac vs. Michigan, 3 or 5:30 p.m.

Loveland (Colorado) 
Regional

Saturday’s regional championship
Minnesota Duluth vs. Denver, 3 p.m.
Worcester (Massachusetts) 

Regional
Friday’s results
Western Michigan 2, Northeastern 1, OT

Minnesota 4, 
UMass 3, OT

First period — 1. UMA, Reed Lebster EA 

-

-

-

Sunday’s regional championship
Western Michigan vs. Minnesota, 3 or 

5:30 p.m.
Frozen Four

In Boston
Thursday, April 7

-

Saturday, April 9

BOYS BASKETBALL

Minn. Class A tournament

Saturday’s games
At Concordia-St. Paul

Third place, 10 a.m.
At Williams Arena

-

Minn. Class AA tournament
At Williams Arena

Annandale 62, Caledonia 55
Saturday’s championship
At Williams Arena
Minneapolis North vs. Annandale, 1 p.m.

PREP TRACK & FIELD

N.D. Class A state indoor 
meet

In Fargo, Friday
Girls
Team totals

Winners and GF top 5

-

1,600 run — 1. Eleno Lovgren, WIL, 
5:24.60

5-03.00

44-11.00
Boys
Team totals

West Fargo 24, 11. Fargo South 20.33, 

Winners and GF top 5

Carter Elde, GFC, 23.14

Pole vault — 1. Katon Reinke, MIN, 13-

21-04.50

42-04.50

56-00.00

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

UND football
2022 home schedule with start times

Oct. 22 – South Dakota State, 3 p.m. 

Nov. 12 – South Dakota, noon (Senior 

COLLEGE TRACK 
AND FIELD

Ulseth earns honor

the Summit League.
Ulseth made headlines at the 2022 Sum-

-

4,000-point mark in the pentathlon and 
gained Indoor All-Summit League hon-

COLLEGE SOFTBALL

Big Ten
Friday’s result

COLLEGE BASEBALL

Summit League
Friday’s result
N.D. State 20, Northern Colorado 3

Big Ten
Friday’s result
Minnesota 11, Western Illinois 4

North Star
Friday’s results

WOMEN’S TENNIS

Friday’s results
Michigan 5, Minnesota 2

-
an 0

BASKETBALL

Professional
NBA

Eastern Conference
Atlantic

 W L Pct GB

Toronto 41 32 .562 4.5

Central
 W L Pct GB

Cleveland 41 32 .562 5.0

Southeast
 W L Pct GB

Washington 31 42 .425 15.0

Western Conference
Northwest

 W L Pct GB

Pacific
 W L Pct GB

Southwest
 W L Pct GB

Thursday’s Games

Memphis 133, Indiana 103

Friday’s Games

Atlanta 121, Golden State 110

Saturday’s Games

Sacramento at Orlando, 6 p.m.
Indiana at Toronto, 6:30 p.m.

Sunday’s Games

Golden State at Washington, 5 p.m.

Utah at Dallas, 6:30 p.m.

College
Men

Friday’s College Basketball Scores
MIDWEST
Kansas 66, Providence 61

WEST

Women
Friday’s College Basketball Scores
SOUTH

MIDWEST

WEST

HOCKEY

Professional 
NHL

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 GP W L OT SO Pts GF GA

Metropolitan Division
 GP W L OT SO Pts GF GA

Western Conference
Central Division

 GP W L OT SO Pts GF GA

Pacific Division
 GP W L OT SO Pts GF GA

Wednesday’s Games

Chicago 4, Anaheim 2
Thursday’s Games

Florida 4, Montreal 3
Dallas 4, Carolina 3, SO

Philadelphia 5, St. Louis 2

Chicago 4, Los Angeles 3, SO
Friday’s Games

Winnipeg 4, Columbus 3, OT

Colorado 6, Philadelphia 3
Saturday’s Games

Toronto at Montreal, 6 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS

Friday
Baseball
American League

Milan Tolentino to the Cleveland Guard-
ians.

and C Pedro Garcia to the Detroit 
Tigers.

-

league contract.

Los Angeles Angels - Assigned C Straton 

Oakland Athletics - Signed C Stephen 

Seattle Mariners - Assigned SS Con-

Assigned CF Colin Davis and C Freud-

league contract.

National League

-

Colorado Rockies - Acquired RF Randal 

-

-

Greene to the Los Angeles Dodgers. 
Signed manager Dave Roberts to a 

million contract.

-
-

Mets.

-

Romero and LF Connor Scott to the 

San Francisco Giants - Assigned RF 
Frankie Tostado to the San Francisco 

Washington Nationals - Assigned SS 

Nationals.
Football
National Football League
Atlanta Falcons - Signed WR KhaDarel 

-
tract.

million contract
-

Miami Dolphins - Signed T Terron Arm-
-

tract.

Basketball
National Basketball Association

Eubanks and PG Kris Dunn to a second 

NCAA Basketball

coach.
Massachusetts - Named Frank Martin 

head coach.

coach.

Hockey
National Hockey League

Detroit Red Wings - Recalled C Chase 

-

-

-

LOCAL CALENDAR

North Dakota at Air Force, 1 p.m.

TODAY’S TV/RADIO
Auto racing: 

a.m., ESPN2 
NASCAR Camping World Truck Series: XPEL 225, noon, 

FS1 

10:30 a.m., ESPN 

12:30 p.m., ESPN 

p.m., ESPN2 

p.m., ESPN2 

GOLF 

PGA Tour: Corales Puntacana Resort Championship, 1 
p.m., GOLF 

Lacrosse: 

Martial Arts: 
UFC Fight Nights, 6 p.m., ESPN 

6 p.m., FS1 

SCOREBOARD

Dodgers reach  
3-year extension  
with Dave Roberts

The Los Angeles Dodgers 
and manager Dave Roberts 
reached an agreement on a 
contract extension Friday.

The club did not announce 
terms, but it’s a reported three-
year extension that takes Rob-
erts through the 2025 season. 
Roberts was in the final year of 
his previous deal.

“I’m very happy to have 
the opportunity to continue 
leading this great team into 
the future,” Roberts said in a 
statement. “To be able to wear 
the Dodgers uniform, and rep-
resent this world-class orga-
nization on and off the field, is 
truly an honor. From the play-
ers to the front office staff, 
every single person affiliated 
with the club has played a 
vital role in the team’s suc-
cess throughout my tenure. I 
look forward to continuing our 
quest to be the best in baseball 
each and every year.”

Roberts is 542-329 in six 
seasons as Dodgers skip-
per. He has one World Series 
(2020) title and three National 
League pennants (2017, 2018, 

2020) on his resume.
Under Roberts, the Dodgers 

lost to eventual World Series 
champion Atlanta in the NLCS 
in 2021, lost in the Divisional 
Series to Washington in 2019 
and lost in the NLCS to Chi-
cago in 2016, his first season 
as skipper. He was named NL 
Manager of the Year in 2016.

The move comes a day 
after Roberts guaranteed the 
Dodgers would win the World 
Series in 2022.

“We are winning the World 
Series in 2022,” Roberts said 
Thursday on the ‘Dan Pat-
rick Show.’ “We will win the 
World Series this year ... put 
in on record.”

Ohio State’s E.J. Liddell 
declares for NBA draft

Ohio State and two-time 
All-Big Ten forward E.J. Lid-
dell announced Friday that he 
will forgo his final season of 
eligibility and declare for the 
2022 NBA Draft.

Liddell, 21, plans to hire an 
agent.

“I will cherish the time 
and commitment of Buckeye 
Nation,” Liddell’s Twitter post 
read, in part. “I hope the feel-
ing is mutual! With that, I’d 

like to announce that I will be 
hiring an agent and entering 
the 2022 NBA Draft.”

The 6-foot-7 junior scored 
a career-high 19.4 points per 
game in 2021-22 to go with 7.9 
rebounds. He leaves Colum-
bus, Ohio, with averages of 
14.1 points and 6.1 rebounds 
in 92 career games (61 starts).

Liddell projects to be a mid- 
first-round pick in the June 
23 draft.

Panthers WR Shi  
Smith arrested on  
gun, drug charges

Carolina Panthers wide 
receiver Shi Smith was arrest-
ed Friday on charges of unlaw-
ful carrying of a handgun and 
possession of marijuana with 
intent to distribute, ESPN and 
local media reported.

Smith, 23, was also charged 
with speeding 16-24 miles per 
hour over the limit. He was 
clocked going 86 in a 55-mph 
zone, per 7 News WSPA.

He was released on a $5,000 
bond for the drug charge and 
$1,000 on the weapon charge, 
per the reports. His first court 
appearance is June 14.

The Panthers released a 

statement, acknowledging 
the arrest.

“This is a pending legal 
matter and there will be no 
further comment at this time.”

The Panthers selected Smith 
in the sixth round of the 2021 
draft and he appeared in six 
games (zero starts) as a rook-
ie. Smith had six catches for 
104 yards.

NFL officiating leader 
Wayne Mackie dies at 62

Wayne Mackie, the NFL’s 
vice president of officiating 
evaluation and development, 
died suddenly on Thursday, 
NFL Network reported.

He was 62.
Mackie worked as an NFL 

official from 2007 until May 
2017, according to his Linke-
dIn page. He was a head 
linesman and assigned to 
work Super Bowl 50 between 
the Denver Broncos and Car-
olina Panthers in 2016.

In all, he officiated eight 
playoff games during his 
career, including two confer-
ence championship games.

In June 2017, Mackie was 
promoted to the front office. 
He was in charge of the 
officiating evaluation and 

development program, man-
aging the weekly evaluation 
process for on-field officials 
and overseeing the staff of 
officiating supervisors and
trainers.

“Wayne was passionate 
about the NFL and spent each
day making a positive impact 
on all of us individually and 
contributing to our collective 
success,” NFL commissioner 
Roger Goodell said in a state-
ment. “Those who had the 
pleasure of knowing Wayne 
will forever remember his 
kindness, generosity and the 
genuine spirit he brought to 
all aspects of his life.

“The NFL has experienced 
an enormous loss — and we 
are deeply saddened. Our 
hearts are with Wayne’s fam-
ily and loved ones during this 
tragic time.”

Before joining the NFL, 
Mackie was an official in the 
Mid-Eastern Athletic Confer-
ence, the Atlantic 10 and Big 
East. Off the field, he worked 
as director of operations for 
the New York City Department 
of Housing Preservation and 
Development from 1997-2017.

He was a graduate of Colgate.
—Field Level Media
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Boltmann in the second 
period.

Driscoll, who played 
a year at St. Cloud State 
and three at Bemidji 
State, entered the NCAA 
tournament with a .936 
save percentage since 
Jan. 29.

Ford cherishes  
year at UND

UND fifth-year senior 
Connor Ford’s college 
career officially came to 
an end Thursday night.

After spending four 
years at Bowling Green, 
Ford said he’s grate-
ful he took a chance at 
coming to UND for his 
final year of eligibility.

“Obviously, it was a 
great opportunity for 
me to come play for 
one of the best pro-
grams in college hockey 
and have an opportu-
nity to be an impact 
guy and play big min-
utes every night,” Ford 
said. “We put together 
a great year as a group. 
There were times we 
didn’t have a full lineup 
against top-10 teams 
and we swept. Looking 
back, I’m proud of our 
effort as a group.

“It’s hard to look 
back and feel bad about 
anything or have any 
regrets. I got to live 
out a dream of play-
ing at North Dakota. So, 

the last 12 months, I’m 
extremely grateful for.”

Ford finished with 
four goals and 28 
points in 37 games. He 
also won a nation-best 
587 faceoffs. Since UND 
kept that stat in 2003-
04, only two players 
have won more draws 
in a season — Travis 
Zajac in 2005-06 (649) 
and Corban Knight in 
2012-13 (623).

Senden done?
Both of UND’s fourth-

year seniors — Gavin 
Hain and Mark Senden 

— are eligible to take a 
fifth year because the 
2020-21 season didn’t 
count against any-
one’s eligibility due to 
COVID-19.

But at Thursday’s 
postgame press con-
ference, Berry hinted 
that Senden might not 
return.

Seated next to Ford, 
Ethan Frisch and Sen-
den at the press con-
ference, Berry said, 
“Two of these guys up 
here are probably going 
to go away from our 
program next year and 

play hockey or get on 
with their life or what-
ever they’re going to 
do. They’re going to 
be outstanding people 
in this world. They’re 
going to be outstanding 
fathers and husbands.”

Senden, the team cap-
tain, played in 34 games 
this season, tallying 
five goals and 17 points. 
He played through an 
illness during the NCAA 
regional semifinal loss 
against Notre Dame.

Quick hits
Riese Gaber 

accounted for nine of 
UND’s 24 shots on goal 
against the Fighting 
Irish.

UND has lost its last
three overtime games
in the NCAA tourna-
ment. The last overtime 
win in the NCAAs was 
in 2014, when it beat 
Ferris State in double 
overtime on a goal by
Connor Gaarder to send 
UND to the Frozen Four.

Attendance at 
MVP Arena was 2,345, 
the smallest crowd to 
attend a UND game this 
season.

By Betsy Helfand

FORT MYERS, Fla. — 
The Twins whittled down 
the number of players in 
camp by six on Wednes-
day, optioning a group 
of pitchers to the minors 
in their first round of 
cuts. A total of 53 players 
still remain, though, and 
with less than two weeks 
to go before Opening Day 
at Target Field, there are 
plenty of decisions to be 
made — and fast.

As a result of the lock-
out, a number of dif-
ferent things must be 
taken under consider-
ation. Position players 
are trying to squeeze in 
as many at-bats as they 
possibly can in a limit-
ed amount of time, but 
pitchers, primarily, are 
most affected, with many 
starters not expected to 
be fully stretched out by 
opening day.

To account for that, 
Major League Baseball 
is expected to announce 
temporary expanded 
rosters from Opening 
Day until May 1. Rath-
er than 26 players, ros-
ters will have 28 for the 
month of April, changing 

the way teams construct 
their rosters and make 
their determinations.

“Player health, no 
matter what, the health 
of the players is of the 
highest importance,” 
Twins manager Rocco 
Baldelli said. “We’re 
going to end up carrying 
some more pitchers than 
we normally would, and 
I would guess that most 
teams will do the same.”

Baldelli said the Twins 
weren’t really looking at 
a set number of pitchers 
— it could be 15, it could 
be more.

Twins starters are in 
various stages of the 
process as they use their 
time in Florida to get 
stretched out. Bailey 
Ober, at one end, threw 
44 pitches in three 
innings on Friday. He’s 
likely the team’s most-
stretched out starter at 
this point. Sonny Gray, 
at the other end, has 
yet to appear in game 
action yet, though that’s 
supposed to happen on 
Monday in a minor-
league game.

“I think the fact that 
you have the potential 
for 15 or more arms on 

your staff, I think that’s 
a good idea,” Baldelli 
said. “I think teams are 
going to take advantage 
of that in a good way.”

In concert with this, 
the Twins are prepar-
ing their relief pitchers 
to be able to handle a 
heavier workload. The 
vast majority of Twins 
relievers, Baldelli said, 
will wind up needing 
to be prepared to throw 
“two plus (innings), at 
the very least.”

“It’s one thing to sit 
here and talk about it, 
‘Well, everyone’s going 
to have to give us a lit-
tle bit of length and 
get stretched out’ and 
all that,” Baldelli said. 
“But when the season 
starts, and we see our 
guys going out there 
and going, bring in one 
guy, and he’s going 40 
pitches, we bring in the 
next guy, he’s going 35. 
You’re going to see it 
actually play out like 
that, I think, much more 
than we’ve seen before.”

The Twins have been 
preparing Lewis Thor-
pe and Griffin Jax, two 
former starters, to come 
in in relief, and that pair 

are among a group that 
would be able to come 
in and piggyback, should 
the Twins choose to 
include them on the ros-
ter and utilize them in 
that way.

While the Twins hav-
en’t made most of their 
cuts yet, there’s also a 
little scheduling wrinkle 
that they must consider. 
Because the first week of 
the season was pushed 
back, the Triple-A sea-
son will now start before 
the major-league season. 
The Saints are scheduled 
to start on April 5 and 
will leave Florida a few 
days prior to that.

The Twins will still 
be in Fort Myers, play-
ing their last Grapefruit 
League game on April 
5 before departing for 
Minneapolis.

“The (roster deci-
sions) we’re comfort-
able making, we’ll just 
make before the Tri-
ple-A group heads out,” 
Baldelli said. “There 
may be a couple of guys 
that stay a bit longer. 
We want to leave that 
option open.”

In a condensed spring, 
decision time is coming 
sooner than it seems 
and perhaps a portion 
of players leaving town 

earlier expedites that to
an extent. There’s still
a matter of figuring out
the back of the rotation. 
There are bullpen spots
to sort through, back-
up outfielders yet to be
named and plenty of
other things to be con-
sidered.

“Honestly, you never
know what’s going to 
happen,” Baldelli said 
“You could end up with 
some health questions 
that are going down to
the wire. Things that
maybe haven’t even
played out yet. We’re just 
really going to leave our 
options open.”
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Roster decisions coming 
soon for Twins with lockout 
aftereffects playing a role

Jonathan Dyer / USA Today Sports 

By Betsy Helfand

FORT MYERS, Fla. — Had 
Jhoan Duran not gotten hurt 
last season, there’s a chance the 
Twins would have gotten their 
first look at the hard-throw-
ing pitching prospect in major 
league action then.

Instead, he spent most of the 
season off the field. After the 
start to his year was delayed 
by trapezius tightness, Duran 
returned in May, throwing in 
five games for the Triple-A 
Saints. Those five games — 
just 16 innings — comprised 
his entire season. An elbow 
strain in June landed him on 
the injured list, and he never 
returned.

But now, Duran is healthy 
and trying to make a case for a 
roster spot — one that would 
come almost assuredly out of 
the bullpen after nearly two 
full years (COVID-19 wiped out 

the 2020 minor-
league season) 
with virtually no 
game action.

“I wouldn’t 
put him in a box, 
saying he’s going 
down soon and 
that’s the end of 

it. We’re going to keep letting 
him pitch and let him show 
us what he is right now,” 
manager Rocco Baldelli said. 
“I think he’s getting to that 
point in his career where he’s 
right on the brink of helping 
a big-league team win a lot of 
games. He’s got a ton of abili-
ty, and I think he’s still grow-
ing. He’s still figuring this 
thing out, but he’s in a real 
good spot.”

The 24-year-old has thrown 
four scoreless innings this 
spring in two relief appear-
ances. Thursday, he threw 
four pitches either at or above 
100 miles per hour, and one at 

99.9 mph.
“I’m trying to be consis-

tent with all my pitches, my 
mechanics, with everything 
that I need to be consistent 
with and hopefully establish 
myself in the big leagues this 
year,” he said.

While Duran said Thurs-
day he hadn’t been spoken 
to about his potential role, he 
expressed flexibility to pitch 
in whatever role was asked 
of him. And if that path is 
through the bullpen for the 
Twins’ No. 6 prospect per 
MLB Pipeline, a debut could 
come sooner rather than later.

“I know he’s missed some 
time with injuries, but he’s 
got a ton of ability,” Baldelli 
said. “He’s handled himself 
very well in camp.”

Debut time
Shortstop Carlos Correa, 

whose deal with the Twins 
became official on Tuesday, is 

scheduled to appear in his first 
exhibition game as a Twin on 
Sunday at Hammond Stadium, 
Baldelli said.

The Twins have Monday off 
and Baldelli said Correa may 
come in for a light workout. 
After playing, they’ll assess 
how he’s feeling but most 
likely Correa will be back on 
the field on Tuesday after the 
off day.

“It’s more about him seeing 
the baseball, starting to kind 
of ramp his body into shape 
where he can go out there 
and do all the things he needs 
to do,” Baldelli said. “That’s 
what the lives (live hitting) 
are all about, especially with 
the number of at-bats and 
lives that he’s going to have 
kind of wedged between now 
and the end of camp.”

Correa has been taking live 
batting practice since joining 
the Twins. He said Wednes-
day that while he normally 

sees live at-bats during the 
offseason, he didn’t want to 
risk getting hit by a pitch 
or suffering an injury while 
unsigned.

Pitcher Sonny Gray, another 
Twins newcomer, is expected to 
make his first start on Monday. 
Though the major-league team 
has the day off, Gray is expect-
ed to throw multiple innings to 
catcher Ryan Jeffers in front of 
pitching coach Wes Johnson in 
a minor-league game.

Briefly
Baldelli said third base 

prospect Jose Miranda was 
doing OK after getting hit 
in the jaw by a ball while on 
his way to first base in the 
Twins’ 2-1 loss to the Pirates 
on Friday at LECOM Park 
in Bradenton. Baldelli said 
Miranda did not have a con-
cussion, though he did have 
some seam marks on his face 
as a result of the incident.

Duran’s quickest path to bigs is through bullpen

Duran

SETBACK

way Johnny Gaudreau 
did, carrying Boston 
College to a national 
title on his way to NHL 
stardom? We’ll never 
know.

This is surely it for 
Sanderson’s college 
career. The Senators 
will be calling now — 
they probably started 
the second Graham 
Slaggert’s overtime 
goal went in the net 
— and will lure their 
top prospect, whether 
he can play again this 
season or not.

Sanderson has been 
the toast of Ottawa since 
the Senators picked him 
in the summer of 2020. 
But he always put his 
pro career on the back 
burner and was far more 
invested in being with 
his UND teammates and 
winning college hockey 
games than discussing 
his future.

For Sanderson, 
college hockey wasn’t 
a stepping stone to 
the pros. It was a 
destination. That’s why 
he went diving head-
first into the crease 
against Colorado College. 
Winning games at UND 
was paramount for him.

“We’ll remember that 
elite player that came 
into our program,” 
Berry said, “who wasn’t 
about anything else 
but being part of North 
Dakota hockey.”

DOOM

Rich Gagnon / UND athletics



Trailing 3-2, the 
Gophers got a power 
play, and done what they 
have done often with an 
opponent in the penal-
ty box. Knies knocked 
down a UMass clearing 
attempt near the right 
faceoff dot, dropped the 
puck to his feet then got 
a rising shot off that 
found the net.

“They have an advan-
tage on us in that they 
have some really high, 
high-end players,” 
Carvel said. “That goal 
that Knies scored, that’s 
ridiculous. He looked 
like Auston Matthews. 
He grabbed the puck, 
dropped it at his feet and 
it’s in the top shelf. What 
do you do?”

After chances in both 
ends of the ice in over-
time, freshman Aaron 
Huglen, who was recent-
ly placed on the right 
wing with Knies and 
Meyers, dug out a puck 
behind the UMass net 
and centered it for Mey-
ers, who scored on a ris-
ing shot to end it.

“I thought we played 
really well in the over-
time. We had our chanc-
es,” said Minutemen 
captain Bobby Trivigno. 
“They had their chance 
and they buried it … 
Tonight was one of those 
nights when our effort 
was there.”

Gophers coach Bob 
Motzko admitted that 
he had been wanting to 
add Huglen to that line 
for a time, but with the 
Gophers rattling off nine 
wins in a row, he was 
hesitant to mess with the 
lineup. After a loss to 
Michigan in the Big Ten 
tournament’s title game, 
the coach re-set things 
slightly.

“We were on a win-
ning streak in February. 
I didn’t change lines but 
I kind of wanted to give 
them some size,” Motz-
ko said, praising Huglen 
for his growth as a rook-
ie. “He’s really strong 
now and all that was 
the reason that we slid 
him over there, when we 
finally lost a game. We 
hadn’t lost in a while till 
last week and you know. 
Right now looks like a 
good decision.”

The Gophers suffered 
the classic double wham-
my in the first peri-
od when Johnson was 
called for cross check-
ing. Before Minnesota 
could get control of the 
puck and force a whis-
tle, the Minutemen sent 
Matt Murray to the bench 
for an extra attacker and 
sent a shot through traf-
fic and past Close. There 
was a lengthy review 
of the play, as a UMass 
attacker’s skates were in 
the crease but officials 
ruled he did not impede 
the goalie, and the goal 
stood.

Less than a minute 
later on the power play, 
a shot went off Wait’s 
skate and slid past Close 
to double the UMass 
lead. Again the play was 
reviewed, and again the 
goal stood for a 2-0 
Minutemen lead.

“I think the message 
was that there’s a lot of 
game left,” Meyers said. 
“Obviously it was unfor-
tunate, but one goal 
happened 6-on-5 and 
then the other goal hap-
pened when they were 
on the power play so we 
felt like we could really 
do some damage 5-on-5 
and we stuck to that and 
I don’t think we took 
another penalty the rest 
of the game.”

The Gophers finally 
answered in the final 
two minutes, with some 
puck luck. Johnson’s 
shot from the right 
circle was stopped by 
Murray, but the rebound 

deflected off a UMass 
defender and over the 
goal line to pull Min-
nesota back within one 
after 20 minutes.

The momentum didn’t 
last long, as the Min-
utemen re-established a 
two-goal lead early in 
the second, with Lebster 
netting his second of the 
game. But the Gophers 
made a late push, eve-
ning the shots on goal 
and getting another on 
the scoreboard when 
Broz tipped a cross-ice 
pass by Jaxon Nelson to 
make it 3-2 after two.

Earlier in the day, 
Western Michigan got 
its first-ever NCAA 

tournament win, beat-
ing Northeastern 2-1 in 
overtime to reach the 
regional final.

Minnesota 4, UMass 3, OT
UMass 2-1-0-0—3
Minnesota 1-1-1-1—4
First period — 1. MA, Reed Lebster 8 
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Field Level Media
Aliyah Boston con-

trolled the lane on her 
way to 28 points and 22 
rebounds as top-seed-
ed South Carolina fend-
ed off North Carolina 
for a 69-61 victory in 
Friday night’s Greens-
boro Region semifinal at 
Greensboro, N.C.

The Gamecocks con-
tinually racked up sec-
ond-chance points, 
thwarting comeback 
threats from the No. 5 
Tar Heels.

Zia Cooke racked up 
15 points and Destanni 
Henderson finished with 
13 points as the Game-
cocks became the first 
team outside of the 
Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence to beat North Car-
olina this season.

South Carolina (32-
2) meets 10th-seed-
ed Creighton in Sun-
day night’s Greensboro 
Region final.

Deja Kelly scored 12 of 
her 23 points in the first 
half for North Carolina 
(25-7), which secured a 
road upset Monday night 
at Arizona. Alexandra 
Zelaya added 10 points.

The Gamecocks, who 
were in the Sweet 16 for 
the eighth consecutive 
tournament, did serious 
work on the offensive 
glass and that made a 
difference in going up 
56-45 through three 
quarters. Of their 48 
rebounds, 25 came on 
the offensive end.

Creighton 76,  
Iowa State 68

GREENSBORO, N.C. — 
Morgan Maly scored a 
career-high 21 points 
and No. 10 Creighton’s 
Cinderella run in the 
women’s NCAA Tour-
nament continued as 
the Bluejays upset No. 
3 Iowa State 76-68 on 

Friday in the Greensboro 
Region semifinal.

Creighton (23-9) is 
the fourth double-digit 
seed to make the wom-
en’s Elite Eight, joining 
No. 10 Lamar in 1991, 

No. 11 Gonzaga in 2011 
and No. 10 Oregon in 
2017. It’s the first Elite 
Eight appearance for any 
basketball team from 
Creighton — men or 
women — since 1941.

Emily Ryan led the 
Cyclones (28-7) with 22 
points, eight rebounds 
and six assists. Nyamer 
Diew added 15 points.

Spokane Regional

Texas 66,  
Ohio State 63

Joanne Allen-Tay-
lor scored 17 points and 
Aaliyah Moore made a 
late defensive play as No. 
2 seed Texas advanced to 
the Elite 8 with a 66-63 
victory against sixth 
seed Ohio State in Spo-
kane, Wash., on Friday.

The Longhorns (29-
6), who have a 14-game 
winning streak, will play 
Sunday against No. 1 
seed Stanford.

Ohio State (25-7) 
trailed 60-50 with 5:51 
left in regulation but 
got to within 62-61 on a 
Taylor Mikesell 3-point-
er, before Rori Harmon’s 

jumper made it 64-61 
with 1:14 left.

Tanaya Beacham hit a 
basket for the Buckeyes 
to pull to within 64-63. 
After a Texas miss, the 
Buckeyes had a chance 
to go ahead, but Moore 
blocked a shot by Tay-
lor Thierry, and Harmon 
was fouled with 10.7 sec-
onds left.

She hit both free 
throws for the final 
margin and the Buck-
eyes, who did not have a 
timeout remaining, were 
unable to get a shot off.

Mikesell led the Buck-
eyes with 19 points, 
Jacy Sheldon had 17 and 
Braxtin Miller 12.

Ohio State was trying 
to reach the Elite 8 for 
the first time since 1993 
when the Buckeyes lost 
the national title game 
to Texas Tech. They have 
failed to advance from 
the regional semifinal in 
its previous five tries.

No. 1 South Carolina dominates inside, defeats UNC

William Howard / USA Today Sports

Greensboro, S.C.

Field Level Media
PHILADELPHIA — 

Saint Peter’s is keeping 
March mad.

Daryl Banks III scored 
14 points, Clarence Rupert 
had 11 — all in the first 
half — and the Peacocks 
took down third-seeded 
Purdue 67-64 in an East 
Region Sweet 16 game 
Friday in Philadelphia to 
become the first team in 
NCAA Tournament histo-
ry to make the Elite Eight 
as a No. 15 seed.

Saint Peter’s (22-
11) overcame Purdue 
star Trevion Williams’ 
16 points and eight 
rebounds. The Pea-
cocks once again applied 
their aggressive defense 
and forced 15 turnovers 
before outshooting the 
Boilermakers (29-8) 
down the stretch. The 
Peacocks will take on No. 
8-seeded North Carolina 
(27-8) on Sunday with a 
chance to go to the Final 
Four. The Tar Heels beat 
UCLA 73-66 in the other 
regional semifinal.

Banks tied the game 
at 57 with a jumper for 
Saint Peter’s, and Pur-
due’s ensuing shot 
to beat the shot clock 
missed the rim. Banks 
made it 59-57 with a 
floating layup, and Wil-

liams was crowded inside 
to force a missed shot.

Free throws brought 
it to 63-59 before 
Mason Gillis’ putback of 
a missed trey trimmed 
it back to two with 25.8 
seconds left. Banks 
made two more foul 
shots, and Jaden Ivey 
responded for Purdue 
with a 3-pointer with 
eight seconds to play.

But Doug Edert, one of 
the faces of Saint Peter’s 
tourney run, made the 
game-clinching free 
throws with 4.1 seconds 
left. He finished with 10 
points and drew the love 
of the heavily pro-Saint 
Peter’s crowd.

Zach Edey and Sasha 
Stefanovic posted 11 
points apiece for Purdue, 
Gillis chipped in 10 and 
Ivey added nine to go 
with eight rebounds.

Midwest Region

Kansas 66, 
Providence 61

CHICAGO — Remy 
Martin scored a game-
high 23 points, Jalen Wil-
son added 16 points and 11 
rebounds and top-seed-
ed Kansas harassed 
fourth-seeded Providence 
en route to a 66-61 vic-
tory in an NCAA Tour-

nament Midwest Region 
semifinal on Friday.

Kansas (31-6) 
advances to meet the 
winner of Friday’s sec-
ond semifinal between 
10th-seeded Miami and 
11th-seeded Iowa State 
in the regional final on 
Sunday afternoon. The 
victory was No. 2,534 in 
Kansas program histo-
ry, snapping a tie with 
Kentucky for the most 
in college basketball.

Providence (27-6) 
trailed by 13 points with 
14:53 to go but used a 
21-8 run to tie the game 
before taking its first 
lead at 48-47 on a Noah 
Horchler layup with 5:49 
remaining.

The Jayhawks respond-
ed with a 7-0 run to 
regain control, holding 
off the Friars to move on 
to the school’s first Elite 
Eight since 2018.

Al Durham paced Prov-
idence with 21 points to 
go with seven rebounds, 
while Horchler contrib-
uted 10 points and eight 
boards. The Friars shot 
48.5 percent in the sec-
ond half but 33.8 percent 
for the game. Kansas 
finished at 39.3 percent 
from the floor, including 
2-for-14 from 3-point 
range, while boasting a 
43-38 rebounding edge.

Ochai Agbaji, a 
Naismith Player of the 
Year finalist, scored just 
five points for Kansas 
but blocked four shots, 
matching Mitch Light-
foot for the team lead in 
blocks.

East Region

North Carolina 73, 
UCLA 66 

PHILADELPHIA — 
Caleb Love nailed the 
game-tying and go-ahead 
3-pointers during the 

final 100 seconds and No. 
8 North Carolina downed 
No. 4 UCLA 73-66 in an 
NCAA Tournament East 
Region Sweet 16 game 
Friday night.

Love exploded for 27 
of his career-high 30 
points in the second half 
to deliver North Caroli-
na (27-9) another NCAA 
Tournament win in 
Hubert Davis’ first year 
as head coach. The Tar 
Heels will face Cinderella 
No. 15 seed Saint Peter’s 
on Sunday in the Elite 

Eight.Armando Bacot 
accounted for 14 points 
and 15 rebounds and 
Brady Manek added 13 
points and eight boards 
as North Carolina outre-
bounded UCLA 43-34.

Bernard finished 
with 16 points to lead 
UCLA (27-8), which was 
aiming for its second 
straight Final Four trip. 
Tyger Campbell scored 
15 points and dished six 
assists, Johnny Juzang 
had 14 points and Jaime 
Jaquez Jr. added 10.

Saint Peter’s KOs Purdue to reach Elite Eight
Kansas survives against Providence

Bill Streicher / USA Today Sports 






