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The LeRoy-Ostrander volleyball team celebrates an ace served by Anna Welsh in LeRoy Monday. Photos by Rocky Hulne/sports@austindailyherald.com

By Rocky Hulne
sports@austindailyherald.com

LEROY — The LeRoy-Os-
trander volleyball team had a
lot of ups and a few downs, but
it showed plenty of grit as it
outlasted Randolph by scores of
26-24, 25-20, 25-27, 25-15 in LeRoy
Monday.

Few players on the court
showed more toughness than
L-O senior libero Gracie O’By-
rne, who dove her way to 20 digs
for the Cardinals (2-0 overall, 2-0
SEC). O’Byrne suffered plenty
of hits from the hard gym floor,
and also took a little damage
from some friendly fire.

“I got kicked in the face. It
hurt a little and I got beat up a
little bit back there, but you just
kind of suck itupandgooutand
play,” O’'Byrne said. “It’s a lot
more fun to play when you have
a ton of people to cheer youon.”

The Rockets stormed back
from being down 22-17 to tie
the first game at 24 before Sid-
ney Lewison served an ace
and Jordan Runde put down a
game-winning kill. Randolph
also came back from being down
20-16to tie the second game at 20,
before L-O senior Kylie Welsh
served three aces during a five-
point serving.

“I’m not sure what worked
for me on that run,” Welsh
said. “But we feel really good.
Our team has been together for

Cardinals show grit in
4-game win over Rockets

sl

awhile and that helps us know
what each other might do. We
help each other.”

L-O led the third game 20-17,
but the Rockets were able to ral-
ly back and win that one. Despite
letting a two-point loss slip away,
the Cardinals still had plenty
of fight left in them when they
pulled away to a 10-point win in
the final game after leading just
11-10.

Jordan Runde pushes the ball back against Randolph.

“We worked on trying to get
that mental toughness back and
how to fight through it,” L-O
head coach Lindsay Milks said.
“Idon’t have the answer for them
every time, but they figured out
how to get the job done. This
group has really come togeth-
er well and several of them are
three year starters. The chem-
istry is the best I've seen in my
time coachinghere. The girlsare

Packers drop first match to Cougars

By Rocky Hulne
sports@austindailyherald.com

The Austin volleyball team
came out on the upswing
against Mankato East, but
weren’t able to keep itup ina
sweep at the hands of the Cou-
gars 3-0 (25-19, 25-12, 25-7) in a
season opening match in Pack-
er Gym Friday.

Kate Holtz served an ace to
bring Austin within 17-16 in
the first game and Austin tied
things up at 17-17 before the
Cougars scored six straight
points torun away with it. Aus-
tin led 3-1 early in the second
game and it was tied 2-2 early
in the third game.

“I can tell it’s a different
vibe,” said Austin head coach
Jeremy Struck. “This is a dif-
ferent Austin team than what
I coached against. The envi-
ronment is different and we’re
hoping for some good things
this season.”

Senior hitter Joy Deng
showed a burst around the net
for the Packers (0-1 overall,
0-1 Big Nine). She was active
throughout the night with four
kills. Deng is hoping to make a
much bigger impact this sea-
son after not playingalotasa
junior.

“I was too much in my head
before and the people that
support me were just telling
me that I got it. I think right
now, I've really got the hang of
it,” Deng said. “We just need
to know how to not get in our
heads. Once we get going as a
team, we’ll be good.”

The Packers had to play most
of the night withoutjunior hit-
ter Peyton Manahan, who had
toleave the match with an inju-
ry. Struck is hoping she will be
back in the lineup soon.

“The wind kind of went out

&

Austin’s Thwol Othow goes up for a spike against Mankato East Friday
night in Packer Gym. Eric Johnson/photodesk@austindailyherald.com

of our sails when one of our
top players went down and that
was a bit to recover,” Struck
said. “Ithought the girls played
well for parts. It’s just that con-
sistency where we have to be
fundamentally correct. We just

have to stay calm and collected,
and moveon.”

Austin stats: Thowl Othow, 4 kills
1 block; Joy Deng, 4 kills; Chloe
Jenkins, 8 assists, 2 kills, 1 block;
Nevaeh Borg, 8 digs, 1 ace

in tune with each other and the
biggest thing is that they trust
each other.”

LeRoy-Ostrander stats: Jordan
Runde, 10 kills; Sidney Lewison, 8
kills, 5 blocks, 4 aces; Sam Volkart, 2
kills, 3 blocks, 1 ace, 16 digs; Benita
Nolt, 2 kills, 3 blocks; Kiley Welsh, 7
ace serves, 7 digs; Gracie O’Byrne,
20 digs, 1 ace serve; Anna Welsh, 39
set assists

IN BRIEF

Austin plays
Como Park

to a tie in
season opener

Austin Daily Herald
sports@austindailyherald.com

The Austin boys soccer team
opened its season witha1-1tiein
Como Park Saturday:.

The Packers (0-0-1 overall)
scored their goal in the 24th min-
ute of the game.

VOLLEYBALL
Mabel-Canton 3,
Grand Meadow 0
The Grand Meadow volley-
ball team lost its
season opener to
Mabel-Canton by
scores of 25-17,
25-23, 25-17 in GM
Friday.
Kendyl
Queensland had
15digs for GM (0-1
overall, 0-1 SEC).

Grand Meadow stats: Emma Grafe 8 assists,
3 kills, 1 ace; Isabelle Fretty, 6 assists, 3 digs,
1 ace; Anna Oehlke, 2 kills, 8 digs; Lauren
Queensland, 1 block, 3 kills, 5 digs; Kendyl
Queensland, 15 digs, 3 kills; River Landers, 1
dig, 9 kills, 3 blocks, 1 ace; Sydney Cotten, 16
digs

SCHEDULE

Wednesday

College volleyball: Minnesota West at
Riverland, 6:30 p.m.

College men’s soccer: Riverland at Dakota
County Tech, 5 p.m.

Thursday

Volleyball: Owatonna at Austin, 7 p.m.;
LeRoy-Ostrander at Lyle-Pacelli at Lyle,
7:15 p.m.; Southland at Glenville-Em-
mons, 7:15 p.m.; Blooming Prairie at TCU,
7 p.m.; Grand Meadow at Kingsland, 7:15
p.m.

Boys soccer: Mankato East at Austin, 7 p.m.
Girls swimming and diving: Albert Lea at
Austin, 6 p.m.

Cross country: Pacelli at Stewartville, 4
p.m.; GMLOS, Hayfield at Stewartville, 4
p.m.; Blooming Prairie at Stewartville, 4
p.m.

Friday

Football: Northfield at Austin, 7 p.m.;
Mabel-Canton at Lyle-Pacelli, 7 p.m.;
Southland at LeRoy-Ostrander, 7 p.m.;
Blooming Prairie at Hayfield, 7 p.m.; Grand
Meadow at Lanesboro, 7 p.m.

Girls tennis: Austin at Mankato East, 4:45
p.m.

Saturday

Volleyball: Austin at RCTC Invite, 8 a.m.
Sunday

College men’s soccer: Riverland at St.
Mary’s JV, 4 p.m.

BRIEFS

\

With knee surgery
for Irv Smith, Vikings
TE depth ‘not good’

EAGAN — The Minnesota
Vikings were dealt their first
injury setback of the season,
with knee surgery scheduled for
on-the-rise tight end Irv Smith
Jr. that will likely sideline him for
at least a few games.

Coach Mike Zimmer said
Monday that Smith will have
the procedure done this
week by team physician Dr.
Christopher Larson. The timeta-
ble for Smith’s return won’t be
known until after the surgery
on his meniscus, depending on
how significant of a repair is
required.

“Dr. Larson is one of the best
in the country, so we expect a
good turnout,” Zimmer said.

The injury to Smith’s menis-
cus occurred sometime Friday
during Minnesota’s exhibition
game at Kansas City, but “it’s
hard to know exactly what hap-
pened,” Zimmer said.

In a system that often uses
multiple tight end formations
with no established wide receiv-
ers behind stars Justin Jefferson
and Adam Thielen, Smith was
poised for a breakout season fol-
lowing the departure of 11-year
veteran Kyle Rudolph.

Tyler Conklin has suddenly
become the leading man at the
position. Fifteen of his 19 recep-
tions last season came in the
final four games, including his
first career touchdown.

“Sometimes you get thrown
out there and you’re not pre-
pared, but | think in my situation
| got to learn from a good vet in
Kyle Rudolph. | got to be eased
into and basically play a starting
role in the last four to six games
last year and got to go and have
a strong offseason and feel really
prepared for Week 1,” Conklin
said. “I don’t think it could have
worked out any better.”

As for the depth beyond
Conklin?

“Yeah, well, it’s not very good,”
Zimmer said, indicating the
offense will use more three-wide
receiver formations while Smith
recovers.

— Associated Press

AP source: Jets trade TE
Chris Herndon to Vikings

NEW YORK (AP) — The New
York Jets have traded tight end
Chris Herndon to the Minnesota
Vikings, a person with direct
knowledge of the deal told The
Associated Press.

Herndon was a fourth-round
pick of the Jets in 2018 out
of Miami. He had a promising
rookie season, but never quite
became the consistent play-
maker New York was hoping
for.

NFL Network first reported the
trade Tuesday as teams whittled
their rosters to the maximum
53-player limit. The person
confirmed the deal to the AP on
condition of anonymity because
neither team had announced the
trade.

Terms of the deal were not
immediately known, but it is
believed the Jets will receive
draft compensation from the
Vikings.

The 25-year-old Herndon has
71 career catches for 796 yards
and seven touchdowns in three
seasons. He was in a competition
this summer with Tyler Kroft,
Ryan Griffin, Trevon Wesco and
Kenny Yeboah. It appeared Kroft,

a free-agent signing in March,
had moved ahead of him on the
depth chart.

Herndon should step right into
a starting role in Minnesota.

— Associated Press
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Grieving QB Morgan values connection,
support from Gophers football program

Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — Last
month, Tanner Morgan
lost his closest confidant
and biggest fan.

Minnesota’s fourth-year
quarterback has found
plenty of both among his
coaches and teammates, as
if he had any doubt about
the depth of their connec-
tion.

Morgan’s father, Ted,
died in July of brain can-
cer.

“This is what my dad
would want me to be doing
right now. He’d want me to
be in training camp ready
to go and excited to play
football again,” Morgan
said recently. “Everyone
can talk about a family or
culture or whatever it may
be, because every team
has a different one. Ours
is obviously very unique,
but when you experience
it through personal loss,
personal trials, I think it
really just hits deeper on
how close itreally it is.”

The grit, leadership and
maturity that Morgan dis-
played in high school in
Kentucky were what drew
Gophers coach PJ. Fleck to
recruit him first at West-
ern Michigan and then
persuade him to follow him
to Minnesota once he took

that job in 2017.

The way Morgan han-
dled the ups and downs of
his dad’s illness over the
14 months until his death
merely cemented the ad-
miration that exists for
him within this tight-knit
program.

Ted Morgan, as Fleck de-
clared, wasadad to “pretty
much everybody” on the
team. Said wide receiver
Chris Autman-Bell: “We
talked to him all the time.
He gave advice and shared
love and nothing but pas-
sion. He was a great guy.”

About a year ago, when
Ted Morgan’s recovery
from surgery and fight
against the disease was go-
ing relatively well, he was
delighted toreceive a pack-
age from Minnesota with
hand-written notecards of
encouragement from more
than 100 Gophers coaches
and players.

“I’ve never seen a mem-
ber of a family pass away
and watch a team grieve
as much as they have for
Tanner’s dad. I think that

shows the impact Tanner
has,” Fleck said.

Morgan learned plenty
of football from his father,
butlessons of life and faith
have made the biggest im-
pact. Their devout and
humble Christian beliefs
were evident in the moving
tribute Morgan posted on
social media when his dad
died — and remain clear
now. Morgan cited his grat-
itude to God, his family, his
teammates and the univer-
sity at the beginning of
preseason camp when he
spoke to reporters about
overcoming the grief.

“It’s what brings me joy
through this and what gets
me through,” he said.

Morgan is 18-8 as a start-
er, ranking in the top 10 in
most passing categorieson
the program’s all-timelist.
He has ample opportunity
to move up the rankings
with a season more like
the 11-2record the Gophers
posted in 2019 and less
like the 3-4 mark they had
duringapandemic-altered
schedule.

Morgan, who was an All-
Big Ten second-team selec-
tion in 2019, said last week
he’s had more fun in sum-
mer practices this month
than at any other point in
his career.

He’s not a scrambling

quarterback, but in a sys-
tem that uses plenty of
run-pass option plays he
has to be nimble, so he fo-
cused on improving his
speed during offseason
conditioning. Pointing to
the sleep tracker he wears
on his wrist, Morgan also
has become more cogni-
zant of total-body health,
seeking any additional
edge he can for what could
be his final year in college.

If the Gophers are ever
going to have a legitimate
chance to beat a team like
Ohio State, it ought to be
this year, with Morgan
at the helm behind an ex-
tra-experienced offensive
line and Mo Ibrahim — a
preseason Associated Press
All-America second-team
pick — at running back
next to him. The Gophers
host the fourth-ranked
Buckeyes on Thursday
night to open the season.

“He is a wonderful per-
son, an elite leader, and
he’s gotten better in the off-
season,” Fleck said. “He’s
got that competitive spirit,
that competitive greatness
that you want to be able to
seeinevery area of hislife
and that needs to rub off
on our entire team, which
ithas.I’'mjust proud of the
progressthat he’smade on
and off thefield.”

Even as COVID cases
rise, US Open, other
events welcome fans

NEW YORK
Full-throated shouts
and hearty applause re-
turned to the U.S. Open
tennis tournament Mon-
day, bursts of sound that
offered some form of
reaction to nearly each
and every action. Also
back: lengthy lines to get
through the gates and to
buy something to eat or
drink.

A year after spectators
were banned entirely from
Flushing Meadows be-
cause of the coronavirus
pandemic, lending a dys-
topian feel to a normally
lively event, 100% capacity
isonce again being permit-
ted — proof of vaccination
needed; nomasksrequired
— at this and other sports
events.

College football resumed
Saturday, with tends of
thousands on-hand for
such as matchups as Illi-
nois vs. Nebraska or Ha-
waii vs. UCLA. The NFL
is letting its teams sell ev-
ery ticket for the regular
season,; its first Sunday is
Sept. 12.

Makes it tough to tell
there’s been arecent surge
in COVID-19 cases thanks
to the highly contagious
delta variant. Ready or
not, our fun and games are
moving forward, with full
stadiums and, in some cas-
es, few protocols.

“Playing without fans
herelast year was brutal,”
2017 U.S. Open champion
Sloane Stephens told the
crowd at Arthur Ashe
Stadium after beating
Madison Keys in three
sets in a rematch of their
all-American final four
years ago.

Perez on a home run tear for rebuilding Royals

Associated Press

Themajorleagueleader
in home runs is a pitcher,
and he needs no introduc-
tion.

The guy in second place
is a catcher — and that’s
pretty remarkable in its
ownright.

Kansas City’s Salvador
Perez has been on an ex-
tended tear since the All-
Star break, and he now
has 38 home runs on the
season, just three behind
major league leader Sho-
hei Ohtani. Perez is on
track to set an American
League record for most
homers by someone who
played at least 75% of his
games behind the plate.
Carlton Fisk set the pre-
vious mark of 37 in 1985,
soaslongasPerezcatches
enough games, he’ll sur-
pass Fisk.

Perez has 17 homers in
40 games since the All-
Star break. His 12 home
runs in August have tied
the team record for any
calendar month. After
missing the whole 2019
season following Tommy
John surgery, Perezhas 49
homersin 166 games since
the start of 2020.

The 31-year-old Perez is
alink between the current
Royals and their champi-
onship team of 2015. In
fact, he was the World Se-
ries MVP that year. Kan-
sas City is in fourth place
now, and while veterans
like Perez and Whit Mer-
rifield have value, they
are both over 30, and the
team’s rebuild appears to
have a ways to go.

The Royals do have the
No. 3 prospect in baseball
according to MLB Pipe-
line in Triple-A shortstop
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Bobby Witt. Right-hander
Brady Singer is 3-9 with a
4.87 ERA for Kansas City,
but the 25-year-old is av-
eraging about a strikeout
an inning and the Royals
have reason to be patient
with him.

Speaking of
young shortstops
Tampa Bay’s Wander
Franco has reached base
in 29 straight games. The
Rays have won seven
straight games and lead
the AL East by six —even
though the second-place
Yankees recently won 13
inarow.

Trivia time

The record for the lon-
gest on-base streak by a
player age 20 or younger
was set by a member of
the Cincinnati Reds who
went on to make the Hall
of Fame. Who was it?

Line of the week

Not the best line by
any means, but Philadel-
phia’s Zack Wheeler had
a fascinating night on
the mound against Tam-
pa Bay on Wednesday,
allowing seven runs and
10 hits in eight-plus in-
nings and striking out 10
— all while throwing just
102 pitches. According
to the Stathead Baseball
tool, the last time a pitch-
er threw so few pitches
while allowing at least
10 hits and going at least
eight innings wasin 2017,
when Pittsburgh’s Ivan
Novadid it in 100 pitches.
But Nova had only one
strikeout.

Comeback of the week
The Pirates scored eight
runs in the bottom of the

seventh, erasinga 7-3 defi-
cit and beating St. Louis
11-7 on Thursday night.
Gregory Polanco, who
had been getting booed
regularly at Pittsburgh’s
home park, hit a two-run
double during the big in-
ning. The Piratesreleased
Polanco on Saturday. Be-
fore Pittsburgh’s bigrally,
the Cardinals’ win proba-
bility peaked at 95.4% in
the seventh, according to
Baseball Savant.

Highlight

Minnesota’s Miguel
Sanoé hit a 495-foot home
run out of Fenway Park
on Wednesday night, the
longest homer of the year
so far, according to Stat-
cast. San6’shomer wasn’t
pulled down the left-field
line. It left the park at
the center-field edge of
the Green Monster and
cleared the seats and a
fence beyond the 37-foot
wall.

Huffman
FLOORING

Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS —
The Minnesota Vikings
signed five-time Pro Bowl
safety Harrison Smith
to a four-year contract
extension on Sunday, se-
curing the
team’slon-
gest-ten-
ured play-
erfor what
could be
the re-
mainder
of his
decorated
career.

Smith has a
league-leading 28 inter-
ceptions among all safe-
ties since he entered the
NFL in 2012. Only Hall of
Famer Paul Krause (150)
hasstarted more games at
safety in Vikings history
than Smith (129).

According to a per-
son with knowledge of
the deal, speaking on
condition of anonymity
because the terms were
not being announced, the
new contract is worth $64
million with a little more

Smith

Vikes sign 10th-year safety
Smith to $64M extension

than $26 million guaran-
teed. That will put Smith
safely among the top five
highest-paid safeties in
the NFL, with Seattle’s
Jamal Adams at the top
of the annual average
values.

Prior to the signing,
Smith was in the final
year of hisdeal with a sal-
ary cap hit slightly above
$10 million. At age 32, the
new contract ought to en-
sure he’ll stay with the
Vikings as long as he’s on
the field. No one from the
team was available to the
media on Sunday. Smith
was scheduled to address
reporters on Monday.

Drafted in the first
round in 2012 out of Notre
Dame, Smith quickly en-
trenched himself as the
anchor of the secondary
and had two of his four
career interception re-
turns for touchdowns as
arookie. Hemade hisfirst
Pro Bowl in 2015 and was
an All-Pro pick in 2017.
Smith also holds the fran-
chiserecord for defensive
backs with 13 1/2 career
sacks.

NOW HIRING: AGRONOMY MANAGER

Seeking a proven manager to lead a growing and team oriented full-service agronomy department for
awell established cooperative. Candidate will be responsible for all aspects of the department including
staff, sales, marketing, new customer development, equipment and customer relationships.

(andidate should have agricultural related education and significant work experience
with the desire to lead and manage.

For more information contact Bill at (952) 466-3721 or billr@midcountycoop.com
Mail or deliver resume to:
Mid-County Coop, 700 W. Lake, PO Box 177, Cologne, MN 55322
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A great corporate environment in
Benson, MN offering great diversity
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All positions are eligible for very affordable Medical,
Dental and Vision Insurance from Day 1.
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Heating & Cooling, LLC

103 3rd Street SE | Austin, MN
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