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Photos by Eric Hylden / Grand Forks Herald
Grand Forks Central players (L-R) Cole Barta, Donovan Balek and Cade Lindseth celebrate their second goal late in the third

period to give the Knights a 2-1 lead against Fargo North at Purpur Arena.

Knights hang on, advance
GF Central downs Fargo North in East Region opener

By Maxwell Marko
Grand Forks Herald

Grand Forks

ith just under two
minutes remaining in
regulation, Central’s

third line came up with its
biggest contribution of the
season. Cade Linseth was
able to finish off a strong
rush up ice by Cole Barta and
give the Knights a late lead
against Fargo North.

“We were suffering from
a little paralysis by analysis
but we still found a way to
win. That’s the positive out
of it, but as far as our overall
performance goes we’ve been
better,” Central head coach
Grant Paranica said following
the Knights’ 3-2 quarterfinal
round win in the East Region

boys hockey tournament.

The Knights were up
against two of the state’s top
scorers in Owen Branson and
Nataniel Fritel. The pair was
inches away from opening
the goal scoring on several
chances but struck iron
instead.

Instead, it was Dominic
Gerszewski and it was just
as a power play expired
late in the second period.

A one-timer on a rebound
opportunity and it was a
booming one at that. Just
inside the far faceoff dot and
just under the bar behind
North’s Ryan Robison.

Central struggled to
develop dangerous offensive
chances and were forced
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Grand Forks Central’s Even Panzer reacts to scoring the Knights’
third goal late in the third period Tuesday at Purpur Arena.

Riders
jump on
Packers
early

By Tom Miller
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS — West
Fargo might’ve struck first
against Grand Forks Red
River on Tuesday night in
the opening round of the East
Region boys hockey tourna-
ment, but there was no ques-
tion which team owned the
first period.

The Roughriders put 23
shots on net in the first peri-
od and scored three times
on their way to a 6-2 win
over West Fargo in the region
quarterfinals at Eagles Arena.

Speedy West Fargo defen-
seman Owen Witt started the
scoring at 6 minutes, 51 sec-
onds of the first period — one
of just four West Fargo shots
on net in the first period.

“What I like is we went
right back at it,” Red River
coach Tim Skarperud said.
“We kept going and got the
next few after that.”

Red River, the No. 2 seed in
the East Region, advances to
play No. 3 Fargo South/Shan-
ley, a team the Roughriders
split a pair one-goal games
against during the regular
season.

Red River and South/Shan-
ley play Friday night at Pur-
pur Arena. The game starts 30
minutes after the first cham-
pionship semifinal between
No. 1 seed Fargo Davies and
No. 4 Grand Forks Central,
which begins at 3:30 p.m.

After Witt’s goal to open
the scoring, Red River scored
three times in a four-minute
span to establish control.

“I thought we came out
pretty fast and moving our
feet,” Red River junior for-
ward Michael Coleman said.
“We got a couple of bounces,
and I feel like that was prob-
ably one of our better first
periods of the whole season.”

Sophomore forward Grant
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UND'’s defensemen lift a heavy load

Eric Hylden / Grand Forks Herald
Brent Johnson celebrates his first collegiate goal with teammates
Jakob Hellsten, Judd Caulfield, Brendan Budy and Riese Gaber
in the second period Saturday against Colorado College.

By Brad E. Schlossman
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS — Ethan
Frisch is used to playing a lot.

The UND junior defensem-
an from Moorhead averages
around 23 minutes a night for
the Fighting Hawks.

But he and the rest of the
blue liners had a whole new
experience during UND’s two-
game sweep of Colorado Col-
lege last weekend.

Due to Jake Sanderson’s
absence at the Olympic Games
and an injury to Brady Ferner,
the Fighting Hawks started
the weekend with six avail-
able defensemen. That num-
ber quickly dropped to five
when Cooper Moore was
ejected eight minutes into the

weekend for a contact to the
head major. Moore was sub-
sequently suspended for the
series finale.

It meant heavy lifting for
the remaining five.

On Friday, Frisch played an
astounding 30 minutes, 57
seconds, eclipsing his pre-
vious season high by more
than four full minutes, as UND
hung on to a 3-2 win over
Colorado College.

On Saturday, the other four
defensemen — Chris Jandric,
Tyler Kleven, Luke Bast and
Brent Johnson — all regis-
tered season highs in ice time
during UND’s 4-0 victory.

The workload was an espe-
cially large jump for Bast and
Johnson, a pair of rookies who
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have played limited minutes
this season. Bast played 10
minutes more than his aver-
age; Johnson played nine
more.

“It was fun,” Johnson said.
“Obviously, the early half of
the season, I didn’t get to play
a whole lot. I was just waiting
for my chance and we had
some injuries this weekend,
unfortunately, and it’s next-
man up. So, I was excited to
get in and get some experi-
ence, for sure.”

Bast said: “At the end of the
day, it’s an opportunity and
you’ve just got to take it and
roll with it.”

Johnson, who has often
been the seventh defenseman,
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UND defenseman time on ice vs. CC

From Page A13 Defenseman Season average Friday Saturday Weekend total
Ethan Frisch ~ 22:57 30:57* 27:19  58:17

h . f th Chris Jandric  21:58 26:36 27:50* 54:26
g(;);rteagu;sll,ldeeig t'f’lee Tyler Kleven  19:39 25:32 27:38* 53:10
first two periods. Luke Bast 9:27 19:17 19:31*  38:48
Foreshadowing the Brent Johnson 8:29 14:06 17:33* 31:39
night’s game-winning * Denotes season high ice time
goal, Linseth, Barta
and Donovan Balek
set the pace for the DEFENSEMEN said. “I can’t remember

Knights in those first
two periods.

“They were the
line we kind of relied
on and they got us
going. They gave us
momentum and had
zone time. I think it’s
confidence-building
for them because
they had been getting
chances in the past
but just haven’t been
able to get anything to
drop,” said Paranica.

Then, after Ray
Walen tied the game
early in the third,
Linseth had a can’t
miss opportunity drop
at the top of the crease.

“I saw Barta driving
wide and I just knew I
had to get in front of
the net. I knew he saw
me when he was going
wide so I was just
trying to get my stick
free,” said Linseth.
“I’m so happy for
(Barta) after battling
back all year. He’s

just always wanted to
play. Even when he
was injured he was
practicing hard.”

Barta, who was
injured during the
football season at the
start of the school year
and then again this
hockey season, picked
up his third point
of the year. Balek, a
freshman who has
yet to score one of his
own, added his sixth
assist.

“We’ve created
chemistry throughout

Eric Hylden / Grand Forks Herald
Grand Forks Central goalie Preston Diederich makes a save in the second
period against Fargo North Tuesday at Purpur Arena.

the year just practicing
every day. We all can
skate and we know that
so we just try to play to
our strengths,” Linseth
said.

The Spartans battled
to the very end despite
a quick follow-up goal
from Evan Panzer off a
Robison turnover.

Connor Holm
brought life back to
the North bench with
49 seconds left, but
it wasn’t enough.
Preston Diederich and
the Knights stood their
ground on defense and

found a way to advance
to a semifinal matchup
against Fargo Davies
on Friday at Purpur
Arena.

“Not really happy
with the way it ended
but elated to be moving

” Paranica said.
“We were fortunate to
figure out a way to win
a game we weren’t at
our best.”

Central lost both
its regular-season
matchups with Fargo
Davies, including a 2-1
season-opening loss.

RIDERS
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Gardner scored from
defenseman  Mason
Stroh at 10:37 of the
first, while Coleman,
who had two goals
and an assist, scored
at 11:49 and sopho-
more forward Luc Bydal
scored at 14:24.

Coleman now has a
team-leading 15 goals
on the season.

“I liked our inten-
sity, and I liked our
focus,” Skarperud said.
“I thought we were real
good in that area. Obvi-
ously, there’s a cou-
ple of things that we
weren’t great with — a
couple things to clean
up with puck man-
agement and a little
(defensive-zone) type
stuff, but I liked the
intensity and effort that
we had.”

West Fargo’s Colten
Bossert scored at 12:17

Here’s your
in a fun and exciting event to grow

Eric Hylden / Grand Forks Herald
Red River’s Skyler Syverson works for the puck as
West Fargo’s Owen Witt looks on in the first period
Tuesday at the Eagles Arena.

of the second period to
pull the Packers within
4-2.

Then after Red River
junior Carson Skarpe-
rud scored at 6:31 of
the third to push the
Red River lead to three
goals, the Packers had
one final chance to
make things interest-
ing.

But on the power
play, West Fargo

couldn’t settle a puck

/

The Grand Forks Herald will be holding our
next online auction full of gift certificates and
merchandise from local businesses
Monday, March 7 - Monday, March 14, 2022

chance to participate

at the door step of an
open Red River net with
2:30 to play to make it
a two-goal game again.
Instead, a minute later,
Coleman scored his
second of the game to
finish the Packers.

Packers goalie Alex
Klubben ended with 48
saves, while Red River’s
Noah Burger made 16
stops.

Red River, which
ended the regular sea-

your sales!

TO FIND OUT HOW YOUR BUSINESS CAN PARTICIPATE,

CONTACT OUR MULTIMEDIA MARKETING TEAM:

son with back-to-
back losses to Davies
and South-Shanley,

improved to 17-4-0.

GF Red River 6,West Fargo 2

First period — 1. WF, Owen Witt 6:51;
2. RR, Grant Gardner (Mason Stroh)
10:37; 3. RR, Michael Coleman (Wyatt
LeDuc, RylLee Vetsch) 11:49; 4. RR,
Luc Bydal (Skyler Syverson, Gardner)
14:24

Second period — 5. RR, Syverson (By-
dal, Carter Sproule) 4:42; 6. WF, Colten
Bossert (Witt, Noah Diemer) 12:17

Third period — 7. RR, Carson Skarperud
(Vetsch, Coleman) 6:31; 8. RR, Cole-
man (Skarperud) 14:30

Goalie saves — RR: Noah Burger 3-9-4
— 16; WF: Alex Klubben 20-13-15 — 48

Covering the latest legislation.
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said he worked to stay
ready for an opportunity
like this weekend.

“I’'m just a competi-
tive person,” he said. “I
always want to win. I’'m
motivated by those types
of things.”

Not only did Johnson
eat up minutes, he also
scored his first collegiate
goal in the second peri-
od Saturday, threading
a point shot through a
screen and past Colorado
College goalie Dominic
Basse.

“T’ll remember that
forever,” Johnson said.

Johnson didn’t even
see the puck go in.

“I just shot it, a guy
kind of came across me
and I just saw the crowd
stand up and the horn
went off,” Johnson said.
“So, I figured it went in,
obviously.”

His teammates were
excited to see it.

“I was fired up,” goal-
tender Zach Driscoll

if I put my hands up
or not, but he’s a great
kid and he’s been work-
ing hard all season. He
hasn’t necessarily been
seeing the minutes the
other guys have, but he’s
a really good player. I
was really, really happy
for him to see that go
in.”

It’s not just the for-
wards who have to
adjust their games when
they’re down players.

UND fifth-year senior
center Connor Ford said
the forwards also made
slight changes to their
styles, knowing the
Fighting Hawks were
shorthanded on the back
end.

“We try to get pucks
up quick, not fool around
with it too much back
there in the defensive
end so we can get going
the other way and for-
wards can carry the load
and do the heavy lift-
ing,” Ford said. “Other
than that, it’s the same
way, same North Dakota
hockey.”
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Corey Millen, coach of the NAHL’s St. Cloud
Norsemen, talks about his team’s 10-game
winning streak, the Olympics and more on

The Rink Live podcast.

THERINKLIVE.COM

> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > >

What is more
annoying: long video
reviews or several
delays to dropping
the puck?

vV v v v v Vv

Mick Hatten
(Huskies): Most
of the time, the
long video reviews
are deciding major
penalties or goals.
Those are pretty
major elements
in a game. The
nit picking on
faceoffs throughout
a game is more
bothersome.

Christian Babcock
(Beavers): I would
say the faceoff
delays are more
annoying. Not only
do I understand
why they do the
replay reviews, in
the CCHA, they’ll
actually explain to
you what they’re
looking at, which is
very helpful. I hope
they’ll implement
that for the WCHA.

Jess Myers
(Gophers): I'm a
huge proponent of
video review. Get
the call right using
all available tools
at your disposal.
But I’d be in favor
of a 90-second
clock on the review
process, and after
90 seconds, the call
on the ice stands.

Matt Wellens
(Bulldogs): The
Bulldogs have had
to sit through a
number of long,
strange video
reviews this
season, including a
goal review during
a shootout that
lasted four and
a half minutes.
That’s four and a
half minutes of our
precious short lives
we’ll never get back
for a shootout goal.

Brad Schlossman
(Fighting Hawks):
The NCAA Rules
Committee might
have to take a
look at forcing
coaches to put
their challenges/
timeouts on the
line to get video
reviews instead
of reviewing
everything.

Have a question for us? Follow

@TheRinkLive on Twitter and
use #asktherinklive

JOIN THE

RINK LIVE
MONDAY
REWIND

SHOW AT
NOON ON
INSTAGRAM

>

George Walker IV / USA Today Sports

Team USA forward Abbey Murphy skates with the puck during the Feb. 11 quarterfinals against the Czech Republic at the Beijing 2022

Olympic Winter Games.

Olympic growth excites Gophers

Underclassman Abbey Murphy's infernational experience will be a bonus for team

By Jess Myers
Forum News Service

Minneapolis

ate nights and early
Lmornings are pretty typical

in the life of a college
student. But if members
of Brad Frost’s Minnesota
Gophers women’s hockey
team have been up before
dawn or wide awake after
midnight lately, it is not for
study sessions or late night
carousing.

There are eight former
or future Gophers skating
for Team USA at the Winter
Olympics in Beijing, as well as
a future Gopher who played for
Finland another who played
for Sweden. With most games
starting at either 7 a.m. or 10
p.m. locally, it is never too
early, or too late, for hockey.

While six of the Gophers in
red, white and blue are alumni,
two of them - forwards Grace
Zumwinkle and Abbey Murphy
— can and likely will return to
campus to play for the U of M
next season. Frost has liked
what he has seen from both so
far, and raves at the experience
that Murphy, who was a
Gophers freshman last season,
is getting versus international
competition.

“It’s exciting. I thought she
was one of the best players
on the ice last night for either
team,” Frost said the morning
after Team USA’s 4-2 loss to
Team Canada in the prelims.
Those same two teams will
play Thursday for the gold
medal.

Murphy, who hails from
suburban Chicago, already has
a collection of gold and silver
medals from international
tournaments before she got
to Minneapolis. In her one
season with the Gophers, she
was second (to Zumwinkle)
in scoring and led all WCHA
rookies offensively.

“So fast, always on the puck.
She’s playing appropriately
aggressive, which is what

Jason Wachter / The Rink Live

Team USA’'s Abbey Murphy (37) pats teammate Alex Carpenter (25) after practice Dec. 19, 2021, at
the Xcel Energy Center in St. Paul.

she has to do to be effective.
She has to go to the line but
not cross it, and she’s been
doing a really nice job of that
throughout the Olympics,”
said Frost, who has dealt with
what he calls a “big on-ice
personality” from Murphy
since she got to Ridder Arena.
“She’s a South Side Chicago
kid, and they deal with things
differently there. Somebody
looks at you cross-eyed, you
punch them in the face.”

For the current Gophers
players, losing a few hours
of sleep here and there is a
fair trade to get to see friends
chase their Olympic dreams.

“You’ve got to sacrifice to
watch some of the best hockey
in the world, and it happens
once every four years, so why
not,” said Gophers forward
Taylor Heise, who has been
named the WCHA'’s forward of
the month twice this season,
most recently in January. “It’s
awesome seeing their hard
work pay off. Obviously with

Murphy, knowing her for a
year and getting to know her
personality, it’s fun to see her
out there, using her big body
to an advantage.”

Knies joins the

summer camp craze

If you are looking to send
your son or daughter to a
hockey camp run by a Gopher
next summer, you now have
a choice between hot and
muggy, or really hot and dry.
After the success Gophers
co-captain Sammy Walker had
in the summer of 2021 running
a multi-day camp for kids
in Richfield, there is another
Gopher bringing summer
hockey camps to the desert.

Before he left to play
for Team USA in Beijing,
Gophers freshman forward
Matthew Knies announced
the first Knies & Doan Hockey
Academy, which will be held
June 27-30, 2022, at the
Coyotes Community Ice Center
in Mesa, Arizona (where high

temps in the triple digits are
routine at that time of year).

Knies, from Phoenix, will
run the camp with Arizona
State freshman forward Josh
Doan, who is the son of long-
time NHLer Shane Doan. The
Knies & Doan camp is open
to players from mites to high
school.

Before making the
announcement, Knies picked
Walker’s brain about what
works and the challenges of
running a kids’ camp.

“It’s super cool that he’s
able to do that down there.
Honestly, I was like, ‘You're
going to love it. It’s super
fun,”” said Walker, who will
hold his second annual camp
Aug. 8-12, 2022, at Richfield
Ice Arena. The NCAA’s ruling
that allowed current student-
athletes to benefit from their
name, image and likeness
allowed players like Walker
and Knies to hold camps under
their own names.
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Biden to Putin: Step back from the brink of war

Invasion still a strong possibility as some
Russian troops reportedly withdraw

By Trevor Hunnicutt
and Steve Holland
Reuters

Washington

resident Joe
Biden made an
impassioned appeal

to Russian President
Vladimir Putin to step
back from war with
Ukraine on Tuesday,
speaking starkly of the
“needless death and
destruction” Moscow
could cause and
international outrage
Putin would face.

In a nationally
televised speech, Biden
said the United States
estimates that 150,000
Russian troops now
encircle Ukraine, a
higher number than
previous estimates
of about 100,000. He
said reports that some

forces had withdrawn
were welcome, but they
were unverified and an
invasion remained very
much a possibility.
Biden said diplomacy
remains a live option
to wind down the
crisis and urged Russia
to engage. If Russia
invades Ukraine, the
United States and its
allies are prepared to
respond with penalties
aimed at exacting

economic pain and

global isolation, he said.
“The United States

is prepared no matter

what happens,” he said.
Much of Biden’s

remarks were aimed

squarely at Putin,

who has demanded

that NATO not accept

Ukraine as a member

and stop any further
eastward expansion.
Biden’s threats of
repercussions for Russia
have yet to persuade
Putin to back down.

“The United States
and NATO are not a

is not threatening
Russia. Neither the U.S.

threat to Russia. Ukraine

nor NATO have missiles
in Ukraine. We do not,
do not have plans to put
them there as well. We
are not targeting the
people of Russia. We do
not seek to destabilize
Russia,” said Biden.
The American
president also appealed
directly to Russian

Guglielmo Mangiapane / Reuters
People gather at the Pantheon to call for peace between Ukraine and Russia on Tuesday in Rome.

citizens.

“To the citizens of
Russia: you are not
our enemy, and I don’t
believe you want a
bloody, destructive war
against Ukraine,” Biden
said.

The human and
strategic costs would be
“immense” for Russia

if it attacks, he said.
“The world would not
forget that Russia chose
needless death and
destruction,” Biden said.

The president said
the United States is
“not seeking direct
confrontation with
Russia” and that
American soldiers were
not going to fight in
Ukraine. But, he said if
Russia were to attack
Americans in Ukraine,
“we will respond
forcefully.”

He warned that a
Russian invasion would
cause “consequences
here at home,”
including energy costs.

The speech came
on a day that Ukraine
said it had been hit
by a cyberattack and
appeared to blame
Russia.

Biden issued a
warning for Russia
not to engage in
cyberattacks.

“If Russia attacks
the United States or
our allies through
asymmetric means like
disruptive cyberattacks
against our companies
or critical infrastructure,
we’re prepared to
respond,” he said.

Elizabeth Frantz / Reuters

U.S. Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) pauses while speaking
to reporters following the Senate Republicans weekly policy lunch Tuesday
at the U.S. Capitol in Washington. Biden’s Fed nominees are in limbo after

Republicans boycotted a key vote.

Biden’s Fed nominees in limbo

Republicans boycott vote in
protest of Biden'’s pick for
Wall Street regulator

By David Morgan,

Pete Schroeder and

Lindsay Dunsmuir
Reuters

U.S. Senate action on President
Joe Biden’s five nominees to the
Federal Reserve stalled Tuesday
after Republicans boycotted a key
vote over objections to Sarah Bloom
Raskin, the White House’s pick to
be the central bank’s Wall Street
regulator.

Senate Banking Committee Chair
Sherrod Brown delayed a vote on
the slate, which includes Fed Chair
Jerome Powell, after none of the 12
Republicans showed up for a sched-
uled vote Tuesday afternoon.

Senator Pat Toomey, the top
Republican on the committee, had
called on fellow Republicans to
skip the vote, citing what he said
were unanswered questions about
Raskin’s past role on the board of a
fintech company.

The development comes as the
U.S. central bank is gearing up to
raise interest rates to combat the
highest inflation in 40 years.

“Instead of showing up to work,
to do their job, Republicans have
walked out on the American people,”
Brown said to the other 11 Demo-
cratic senators on the 24-member
panel who gathered for the vote.

White House spokesperson Jen
Psaki said the decision by Repub-
licans to boycott the meeting was
“extreme” and promised to work
with Brown on a path forward for
the nominations.

As of late Tuesday, that path was
not clear, with Brown adamant he
would not split Raskin’s nomination
from the rest, a solution that Toom-
ey had proposed.

“Democrats will argue that
Republicans are being hypocriti-
cal by complaining about inflation
while also blocking votes on these
nominees,” Isaac Boltansky, policy
director for brokerage BTIG, said in
an email exchange. “Republicans
will argue that Democrats are being
unreasonable by refusing to pause
on Bloom Raskin’s nomination.”

It is unclear, he said, “which side
will blink first.”

Separately, Senate Republican
leader Mitch McConnell met with
Powell on Tuesday to discuss infla-
tion and the economy.

More data on Canadian
‘Freedom Convoy’ donors leaked

The anti-gov.
protests have
raised more than
$2M in donations

By Christopher
Bing and Anna
Mehler Paperny
Reuters

WASHINGTON/
TORONTO - The leak
website Distribut-
ed Denial of Secrets on
Tuesday said it has post-
ed more donor files from
the fundraising platform
GiveSendGo relating to
the Canadian movement
of people opposed to
pandemic health mea-
sures, including COVID-
19 vaccine mandates.

On Sunday, the DDoS
website, which is devot-
ed to disseminating
leaked data, said it was
releasing donor infor-
mation relating to the
“Freedom Convoy 2022”
campaign, which raised
more than $2 million in
donations. It includes
funds raised from sev-
eral Canadian business
owners.

Tuesday’s leak con-
tains donor information
about a similar “Adopt-
a-Trucker” campaign,
which says it is operat-
ing “in partnership with
the Freedom Convoy.”
The Adopt-a-Trucker
effort appeared to raise
less money and involved
fewer donors.

The funding of the
Canadian protests has
emerged as a key point
of interest as authorities
in Ottawa and elsewhere
try to get a grip on rallies
led by truckers since late
January that have block-
aded cities and border

Patrick Doyle / Reuters

Aperson stands in front of trucks blocking Wellington
Street as truckers and their supporters continue
to protest against coronavirus disease vaccine
mandates Tuesday in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada.

crossings across Cana-
da with demands that
include deposing Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau.

GiveSendGo did not
immediately respond to
a request for comment
about any hack or the
status of its campaigns.

The Sunday data from
the U.S.-based Christian
fundraising site included
names, email address-
es, ZIP codes and inter-
net protocol addresses.
Tuesday’s leak offered
similar material in addi-
tion to payment details,
based on a review of the
data.

The new GiveSend-
Go data also came from
a “hack” according to
DDoS, which did not
provide further infor-
mation. The Adopt-
a-Trucker campaign
has pulled in nearly
$600,000, according to
GiveSendGo.

DDoS said that because
the donor information
contained sensitive per-
sonal information, it
would not be making the
data available public-
ly but would instead be
offering it to journalists
and researchers.

DDoS describes itself

as a nonprofit devoted to
enabling the free trans-
mission of data in the
public interest.

GiveSendGo became a
prime conduit for money
to the protesters after
mainstream crowdfund-
ing platform GoFundMe
blocked donations to
the self-declared Free-
dom Convoy. Earlier this
month the group said it
had raised $8 million for
the protests.

The Ontario gov-
ernment obtained an
injunction last week

freezing GiveSendGo’s
“Freedom Convoy 2022”
and “Adopt-A-Truck-
er” campaign funds.
L1IN2UL3GW GiveSendGo
said at the time it was
not subject to Canadi-
an law and continued to
fundraise.

Brad Howland, presi-
dent of EasyKleen Pres-
sure Systems Ltd, which
is headquartered in New
Brunswick and manu-
factures high-pressure
cleaning systems, donat-
ed $75,000 to GiveSend-
Go’s “Freedom Convoy”
on Feb. 9, according to
leaked information con-
firmed by Reuters.
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Third person reported cured of HIV

By Julie Steenhuysen
Reuters

CHICAGO - A U.S. patient
with leukemia has become
the first woman and the third
person to date to be cured
of HIV after receiving a stem
cell transplant from a donor
who was naturally resistant
to the virus that causes AIDS,
researchers reported on Tues-
day.

The case of a 64-year-old
woman of mixed race, pre-
sented at the Conference on
Retroviruses and Opportu-

nisitic Infections in Denver,
is also the first involving
umbilical cord blood, a newer
approach that may make the
treatment available to more
people.

Since receiving the cord
blood to treat her acute
myeloid leukemia - a cancer
that starts in blood-forming
cells in the bone marrow - the
woman has been in remission
and free of the virus for 14
months, without the need for
potent HIV treatments known
as antiretroviral therapy.

The two prior cases occurred
in males - one white and one
Latino - who had received
adult stem cells, which are
more frequently used in bone
marrow transplants.

“This is now the third report
of a cure in this setting, and
the first in a woman living
with HIV,” Sharon Lewin,
President-Elect of the Inter-
national AIDS Society, said in
a statement.

The case is part of a larger
U.S.-backed study led by Dr.
Yvonne Bryson of the Univer-

sity of California Los Angeles
(UCLA), and Dr. Deborah Per-
saud of Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity in Baltimore. It aims
to follow 25 people with HIV
who undergo a transplant
with stem cells taken from
umbilical cord blood for the
treatment of cancer and other
serious conditions.

Patients in the trial first
undergo chemotherapy to kill
off the cancerous immune
cells. Doctors then transplant
stem cells from individuals
with a specific genetic muta-

tion in which they lack recep-
tors used by the virus to infect
cells.

Scientists believe these
individuals then develop an
immune system resistant to
HIV.

Lewin said bone marrow
transplants are not a viable
strategy to cure most peo-
ple living with HIV. But the
report “confirms that a cure
for HIV is possible and further
strengthens using gene ther-
apy as a viable strategy for an
HIV cure,” she said.

Prince Andrew settles abuse case

Royal watchers say his reputation will likely never recover

By Andrew MacAskill
and Kate Holton
Reuters

LONDON - Prince Andrew’s
decision to settle a claim that
he sexually assaulted a teen-
age girl decades ago may bring
an end to his legal difficul-
ties but the damage done to
his reputation means he is
unlikely to ever play a role in
public life again.

The settlement by the
61-year-old Duke of York
includes an undisclosed pay-
ment to Virginia Giuffre, a
woman who had accused him
of sexually abusing her when
she was a teenager. The set-
tlement, revealed on Tuesday
in a Manhattan court filing,
said he had never intended to
malign her character.

That marked a stunning
reversal after his lawyers
previously accused Giuffre
of seeking a payday with a
“baseless” lawsuit, a strat-
egy that drew condemnation
from women’s rights groups.
Andrew had said as recently
as late January that he wanted
the case to be heard before a
U.S. jury.

Royal biographers and com-
mentators said after the set-
tlement that Andrew would
likely not be able to resume a
public role, while Britons who
spoke to Reuters said the case
had done huge damage to the
whole family.

Insurance worker Anthony
Joho, 21, said the allegations
had shredded the mystique of
a family that is supposed to

represent the nation.

“Once the flaws come out
and you see the actual human
within them, which is the alle-
gations, the problems they’ve
had, I think that’s the prob-
lem now. It’s hard to maintain
their actual role as a royal
family,” he said.

At the heart of the case was
the late financier and sex
offender Jeffrey Epstein, a
friend of Andrew’s through his
associate Ghislaine Maxwell.
Giuffre had accused Epstein of
trafficking her for sex.

Maxwell was found guilty of
helping Epstein sexually abuse
teenage girls in December.

Royal biographer Penny
Junor told Reuters that
Andrew’s previous failure to
show any support for Epstein’s
victims had been unforgiv-
able. “He came across as a
really unsympathetic figure,”
she said.

Andrew has always denied
that he forced Giuffre to have
sex more than two decades
ago at the London home of
Maxwell, Epstein’s mansion
in Manhattan, and Epstein’s
private island in the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands. The prince did
not admit wrongdoing in the
settlement.

In a bid to put the mat-
ter to rest, he gave a rare
and disastrous interview to
the BBC in 2019, saying he
had no recollection of Giuffre
and that he did not regret ties
with Epstein because of all the
business people he had met in
the process.

Toby Melville / Reuters File Photo

Britain's Prince Andrew, pictured in 2018, who was accompanying Queen Elizabeth, will likely
never recover his reputation after settling a claim that he sexually abused a teenage girl, royal

watchers say.

Asked if he had questioned
why young women were
also traveling with Epstein,
Andrew replied that while
he did not “wish to appear
grand,” he had grown up in a
palace with staff.

“As far as I was aware, they
were staff,” he said.

Shortly afterwards Andrew
stepped back from royal
duties, and in January he was

further stripped of his military
links and royal patronages,
and gave up his “Royal High-
ness” title.

Charles Rae, a former royal
correspondent at the Sun
newspaper, said the settle-
ment would at least prevent
a potentially lurid court case
from taking place in the same
year Queen Elizabeth cele-
brates her 70th year on the

throne.

“I should imagine that there
is a big sigh of relief at Buck-
ingham Palace,” he said.

Andrew’s very public fall
from grace has come at a dif-
ficult time for the British royal
family, which has also faced
accusations of racism in the
household from the queen’s
grandson Prince Harry and his
wife Meghan.

US sea levels rising at alarming pace, NOAA finds

By Steve Gorman
Reuters

The United States is expect-
ed to experience as much
sea level rise from climate
change over the next 30 years
as occurred in the previous
century, according to a Tues-
day report led by the Nation-
al Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA).

The study projects that sea
levels along the U.S. coast-
line will rise 10-12 inches on
average by 2050, leading to
a “profound” increase in the
frequency of coastal flooding,
even in the absence of heavy
rains or storms.

In addition to bouts of
coastal inundation associated
with storm surges, rising sea
levels are leading to increas-
ing episodes of flooding from

high tides alone.

Damaging floods typical of
today’s sea levels, weather
conditions and infrastructure
are expected to occur more
than 10 times as often in the
next 30 years, Nicole LeB-
oeuf, director NOAA’s National
Ocean Service, said in a sum-
mary of the report.

Put another way, she said, a
single flooding event likely to
damage property or commerce
in coastal areas of the South-
eastern United States every
four to five years on average
will be expected to strike four
to five times a year by 2050.

“I can tell you with com-
plete confidence, that these
are not the kind of changes
that we grew up with,” LeB-
oeuf, a native of the Texas
Gulf Coast. “Make no mistake,

sea level rise is upon us.”

The study is designed as a
planning tool to mitigate and
adapt to rising sea levels pre-
dicted with a high degree of
certainty over the next three
decades, regardless of any
efforts to curb greenhouse gas
emissions that are warming
the planet, NOAA officials said.

“This report is a wakeup call
to the United States,” NOAA
Administrator Rick Spinrad
told reporters.

Gina McCarthy, the White
House national climate advi-
sor to U.S. President Joe Biden
agreed.

“This new data on sea rise
is the latest reconfirmation
that our climate crisis— as the
president has said— is blink-
ing ‘code red,”” McCarthy said
in a summary of the study.

BRIEFS
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The U.S. is expected to experience as much sea level rise from
climate change over the next 30 years as occurred in the previous
century, according to a NOAA report released Tuesday.

Ottawa police
chief resigns as
Canadian border

protesters retreat
OTTAWA/CALGARY, Alber-
ta - Ottawa’s police chief
resigned on Tuesday after
criticism that he did not do
enough to stop COVID-19 pro-
tests that have paralyzed Can-
ada’s capital city and forced
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
to invoke emergency powers.

US to inspect new 787
Dreamliners, says Boeing
cannot self-certify
WASHINGTON - The U.S.
Federal Aviation Administra-
tion (FAA) on Tuesday said it
would perform final inspec-
tions on new Boeing BA.N 787

Dreamliner aircraft, and will
not allow the planemaker to
self-certify the jets.

The U.S. aviation regula-
tor said it notified Boeing of
the decision that it will retain
the authority to issue airwor-
thiness certificates until it is
confident “Boeing’s quali-
ty control and manufactur-
ing processes consistently
produce 787s that meet FAA
design standards.”

Ethiopia’s parliament
lifts state of

emergency early

ADDIS ABABA - Ethiopia’s
parliament on Tuesday voted
for an early end to a six-
month state of emergency,
effective immediately, adding

v

to signs that a bloody conflict
between the government and
rebellious Tigrayan forces
could be easing.

The war in Africa’s sec-
ond-largest nation has large-
ly ground to a stalemate, and
diplomats helping to medi-
ate between the two sides
are cautiously optimistic that
progress towards peace is
being made.

Seven dead, others
feared drowned
after Spanish trawler
sinks off Canada

MADRID - At least seven
crew from a Spanish trawl-
er have died and three were
plucked from a life raft after
their ship sank off the Canadi-

an coast on Tuesday, an offi-
cial said, as rescuers searched
for more survivors in the bit-
terly cold Atlantic waters.

The vessel, the Villa de
Pitanxo, with a crew of 26
comprising 16 Spaniards, five
Peruvians and five Ghanaians,
launched a distress beacon at
0424 GMT, Spain’s fisheries
ministry said.

White House,
Democrats discussing

pause in gasoline tax

WASHINGTON - The White
House and Democratic con-
gressional leaders are dis-
cussing a pause on federal
taxes on gasoline to help off-
set rising prices, lawmakers
said Tuesday.

Senate leaders
joust over how to

tame rising inflation

WASHINGTON - Raging
inflation in the United States
took center-stage in the Sen-
ate on Tuesday, as Democrats
focused on legislative efforts
to ease the problem and Sen-
ate Republican Leader Mitch
McConnell met with Federal
Reserve Chair Jerome Powell
on the matter.

With public opinion polls
highlighting Americans’ dis-
content over rising consum-
er prices for everything from
groceries to gasoline, Senate
Democrats met in private to
discuss an array of possible
moves to address inflation.
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