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Police need help to
find missing teen. A3.

WILLMAR, MINN.

Answers elusive

Investigation still active 7 years after Sartell n
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By Robin Huebner
The Forum

Fargo
he father of a college
Tfreshman who died
seven years ago this

week is again making a
plea to those responsible
to identify themselves
because a guilty conscience
is a heavy burden to carry.

Greg Bearson, father
of 18-year-old Tommy
Bearson, said the only
way those involved can
overcome guilt is by
coming forward and telling
everyone what happened.

“Until then, you will
never find peace in your
life,” he said.

Tommy Bearson went
missing sometime in the
early morning hours of

Saturday, Sept. 20, 2014,
after leaving a house party
near the North Dakota
State University campus in
Fargo.

A cryptic tweet, posted
at 1:23 a.m. on Bearson’s
Twitter account by one of
the people he may have
been with, hinted that
someone might be in
danger.

found three days later, on
Sept. 23, on the ground of
an RV dealership parking
lot in Moorhead, about 5
miles from the house in
Fargo.

left tennis shoe he had

been wearing were never
found.
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NDSU freshman Tommy Bearson went missing Sept. 20, 2014,
and was found dead three days later in a Moorhead RV Ilot. Seven
years have passed and no arrests have been made in his death,
but the case remains open and active.

Forum file photos
North Dakota State University students gather near the Babbling Brook on campus for a candlelight vigil in memory of freshman
Tom Bearson, whose body was found in Moorhead on Sept. 23, 2014.

ative’'s death

Cracking
down on

scammers

Renville County board
to vote on joining
financial crimes task
force against scams

By Tom Cherveny
West Central Tribune

OLIVIA — Thousands of
dollars are leaving Renville
County by the week to des-
tinations unknown as scam-
mers use the internet to prey
on residents, many of them
senior citizens.

It’s one of the

reasons that
Sheriff Scott
Hable is seeking
approval from

the County Board
of Commission-
ers for the coun-
ty to join a Min-
nesota Financial Crimes Task
Force administered by the
Minnesota Bureau of Crimi-
nal Apprehension. The sher-
iff told the commissioners at
their meeting Sept. 21 that
being part of the task force
would assist the Sheriff’s
Office in a variety of financial
crimes investigations.

If the county joins the task
force, it would have access to
a forensic accountant to assist
with investigations of finan-
cial crimes. It could also obtain
reimbursement for overtime
hours involved with financial
crimes investigations.

The resources would benefit
investigations into financial
crimes, including the growing
plethora of scams and frauds
perpetrated over the internet.

“You’d be shocked by the
amount of money that leaves
the county every week due to
scams and fraud,” Hable told
the commissioners.

Internet scams and frauds
waged on ordinary citizens
often go unsolved. The vic-
tims almost always wait too
long to report the crime to
law enforcement, he said.

Many of the criminals
target senior citizens, and
especially, widows and
widowers who are lonely.

Hable
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Funding coming for Prinsburg broadband

Kandiyohi County
puts federal stimulus
money toward
infrastructure project

By Shelby Lindrud
West Central Tribune

PRINSBURG — As has been
the common theme over the
past 18 months, residents in
Prinsburg have grown to learn
just how important high-

speed internet can be. And
like so many communities, the
city has found what the local
providers have to offer isn’t
enough.

“They are just not able to
meet our needs,” said Roger
Ahrenholz, Prinsburg mayor,
at Tuesday’s Kandiyohi Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners
meeting.

Prinsburg is considered
underserved by the Minnesota
Department of Employment
and Economic Development,
with available wireline broad-
band internet speeds of at least
25 megabits download and 3
megabits upload. However,
that is below the state stan-
dard of 100 megabits download
and 20 megabits upload speeds
to be considered served.

“It is a digital world today,””
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he fall edition in the
West Central Tribune on November 6th.

and cities such as Prinsburg
need the internet speed to
meet it, said Connie Schmoll,
broadband consultant for the
Kandiyohi County and City of
Willmar Economic Develop-
ment Commission.

To try and bridge that gap
and offer the higher speeds to
residents, Prinsburg is part-
nering with Arvig Enterprises
to construct a $1 million fiber-
optic broadband system for
the city. When complete, every
premises within the city limits
would have access to the state
standard broadband speeds.

Arvig has committed to
funding $450,000 toward the
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project, as well as providing
all costs above $1 million. The
city of Prinsburg will be using
$45,000 of its American Res-
cue Plan Act economic stimu-
lus funds for the project and
will also be providing another
$175,000 plus city legal and
accounting fees.

“It falls in line with other
projects we are looking at,”
Schmoll said of the cost.

Kandiyohi County will
be funding the remain-
ing $330,000 for the project
through its own American
Rescue Plan Act allocation.

BROADBAND: Page A2
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“Thisis a prime time to
getsome
infrastructure
down, much
needed
broadband,
because of
the (American
Rescue Plan Act) funds”

CONNIE SCHMOLL,
BROADBAND
CONSULTANT FOR THE
KANDIYOHI COUNTY

AND CITY OF WILLMAR
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
COMMISSION
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Tribes to government: Restart
DAPL environmental review

By Adam Willis
The Forum

BISMARCK The
Standing Rock Sioux
Tribe is calling on Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s admin-
istration to scrap its
ongoing environmental
review of the Dakota
Access oil pipeline and
start over, alleging that
the federal government
has overseen a biased
process and botched its
tribal obligations.

In a letter sent to
the Department of the
Army’s Acting Assis-
tant Secretary for Civil
Works Jaime Pinkham
on Wednesday, Sept.
22, Standing Rock said
the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers “‘is already
gravely off track™ in its
court-ordered environ-
mental review of Dakota
Access and laid out a
series of requests for a
revamped study.

“The process for the
development of this
document is fatally
flawed and its con-
tent irredeemable,”
Standing Rock Chair-
man Mike Faith wrote
in a letter also signed
by the chairmen of the
Oglala Sioux and Chey-
enne River Sioux tribes
of South Dakota. “We
ask that you step in to
fix the process imme-
diately.”

The Army Corps’
environmental review,
which began last Sep-
tember and is slated
for completion in Sep-
tember 2022, was first
mandated after a federal
district court judge last
year revoked the pipe-
line’s permit at its Mis-
souri River crossing just
off the Standing Rock
reservation. The tribe
has long argued that the
pipeline endangers their
water supply.

As a party to the
environmental review,
Standing Rock is privy
to draft versions of the
study. The tribe said the
draft reveals the Army
Corps has routinely
shielded key informa-
tion from them in the
early stages of the pro-
cess and ignored tech-
nical and cultural infor-
mation that they sub-
mitted.

The Army Corps did
not respond Wednesday
to a request for com-
ment on the tribe’s alle-
gations and requests.

The announcement
from Standing Rock
comes just two days
after the operators of
Dakota Access turned to
the U.S. Supreme Court
in a bid to nix the envi-
ronmental review com-
pletely. Attorneys for
Dakota Access argued in
a petition to the nation’s

highest court that the
requirement for addi-
tional review set a dan-
gerous precedent for
energy and infrastruc-
ture projects and leaves
the pipeline ““at signifi-
cant risk of being shut
down.”

While Indigenous and
environmental oppo-
nents have so far come
up short in their push to
shutter Dakota Access,
the completion of the
Army Corps review
could reignite litiga-
tion over the pipeline’s
operations.

The letter also
includes a series of
requests. Among them,
Standing Rock insisted
on full transparency
to documents and data
informing the envi-
ronmental review pro-
cess and asked that
the Army Corps end
its contract with Envi-
ronmental Resourc-
es Management. The
tribes also called for
the Department of the
Interior to be included
as a participating party,
arguing that the Army
Corps ““has consistently
demonstrated an insti-
tutional lack of sensi-
tivity” to tribal con-
cerns.

Readers can reach reporter Adam

Willis, a Report for America corps

member, at awillis@forumcomm.
com.

BEARSON

From Page A1

Jake Wenzel, a high
school classmate of
Bearson in Sartell,
Minnesota, lived in
the house where the
party was held along
with Cody Mead, who
reportedly met Bearson
for the first time that
night, according to
previous stories.

Wenzel is believed
to have sent the tweet
from Bearson’s phone
and tagged Mead in it.

“... dude it’s jake
come pick us up. We
are so lost and we are
going to die. Just get
somebody,” the tweet
read.

Wenzel has not
responded to repeated
requests for comment
over the years. Mead
has said police have
what they need from
him, and that ““it’s
better to let them
do their job and
not compromise
anything with their
investigation.”

Early on, the only
explanation given for
Bearson’s death was
that he was a victim

as a HUMAN SERVICE

of homicidal violence.
He did not die from an
overdose of drugs or
alcohol, either, police
said.

His death record
revealed Bearson died
of asphyxia, meaning
he was somehow
deprived of oxygen
until he died.

A forensic
investigator said death
by accident, suicide or
natural causes could be
ruled out.

Police officers
from Fargo, NDSU,
Moorhead and
investigators with the
Minnesota Bureau of
Criminal Apprehension
all worked on the
case initially, but
the Moorhead Police
Department became
the lead agency
because of where
Bearson’s body was
found.

““Here we are seven
years later. ... It’s still
an active, ongoing
investigation,” said
Moorhead Deputy Chief
Tory Jacobson.

Jacobson said he’s
not working on the
homicide case directly
but has been the public
spokesperson for it
since the beginning.
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Great way to start a career in the
nursing field ...Work with individuals
in a residential setting assisting
them in cares, activities, meals, and
medication administration.

Apply online at
divinehouse.org

or call Elizabeth Hillstrom at

+(320) 441-7001

Carrie Snyder / The Forum
Police investigators gather in an RV dealership lot in Moorhead after the
discovery there of NDSU student Tommy Bearson’s body on Sept. 23, 2014.

That helped limit the
amount and type of
information released,
he said, a necessity for
protecting the details
that only the person
or persons responsible
might know.

“Unfortunately, at
least publicly, we don’t
have this break we’ve
all worked so hard
toward,”” Jacobson
said, adding that he
hopes those answers
are coming.

Investigators still
hold team meetings
about the case and
remain in close contact
with Bearson’s family,
Jacobson said.

A few officers who
did a lot of the early
work have retired or
moved on to other jobs
but remain accessible
and dedicated to seeing
the case resolved, he
said.

Tommy Bearson’s
father said it’s been a
tremendously difficult
seven years, but he’s
confident a resolution
is coming for his son.

“The day of
reckoning is drawing
nearer,” Greg Bearson
said.

Readers can reach reporter
Robin Huebner at rhuebner@
forumcomm.com

BROADBAND
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The County Board
approved allocating
the funds at Tuesday’s
meeting.

“Qur board is very
committed to broad-
band,” said Commis-
sioner Corky Berg. “We
do want to see the whole
county eventually get
it.”

The County Board has
seriously been consid-
ering earmarking the
vast majority of its $8
million American Res-
cue Plan Act allocation
to broadband projects
across the county. It
has already approved
funding for a few proj-
ects, including $1.3 mil-
lion to a project that
will expand high-speed
broadband to Dovre,
Mamre, St. Johns and
Arctander townships.

“This is a prime time
to get some infrastruc-
ture down, much need-
ed broadband, because
of the (American Res-
cue Plan Act) funds,”
Schmoll said.

Construction for the
Prinsburg project is
estimated to start in
spring and be completed
in December.

Over the next several
months, Schmoll has
been tasked to find as
many broadband pro-
viders and projects as
she can, to try and fill as
many internet gaps as
possible in the county.
She has also been apply-
ing for large grants,
such as the state’s Bor-
der to Border broadband
project and the National
Telecommunications
and Information Asso-
ciation grant.

“Get this (broadband)
deployed throughout the
county,” Schmoll said.

The County Board will
also continue to assist
making the project pos-
sible, as it remains a
priority.

“It is good to get
moving on these proj-
ects,” said Commis-
sioner Duane Anderson.

SCAMS

From Page A1

One of the more com-
mon is the “‘sweet-
heart” scam, in which
an online relationship is
formed. The perpetra-
tor will start by asking
for a small amount of
financial help, but the
requests for money go
on and on.

It’s often hard to con-
vince the victims that
the perpetrator is some-
one with a criminal
intent, the sheriff said.

The commissioners
will act on the request
to join the task force at
their next meeting. It
comes with no financial
obligation, according to
Hable.
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Willmar Police Department
seeks help In finding teen

By Mark Wasson
West Central Tribune

WILLMAR The
Willmar Police Depart-
ment is asking for help
in finding Cienna L.
Azure-Descheuquet,
a 13-year-old miss-
ing person who may be
headed to Oregon.

Azure-Descheuquet
is described as a Native
American / Hispanic
female with brown eyes
and red and brown hair
who is 5 feet, 5 inch-
es tall and weighs 167
pounds.

She

was reported

missing
Sept. 11
along with
two other
juvenile

females
from a
Descheuquet  Jirls group
home in
Willmar, according to

Willmar Police Chief Jim
Felt.

The girls had run away
from the home earlier
that day but had been
located and returned
before running away
from the home again.

One of the three girls
was found Sept. 12 in St.

Cloud, and a second girl
was also located in St.
Cloud on Sept. 13.

According to Felt, it
was believed Azure-
Descheuquet was also
in St. Cloud and law
enforcement was work-
ing to find her there.

The Willmar Police
Department received
information Sept. 22
that someone who had
contact with Azure-
Descheuquet indicated
she was allegedly “on
her way to an unknown
location in Oregon,”
according to Felt.

“At this point there is

no specific information
regarding Cienna being
in danger,” Felt wrote
in an email.

Felt wrote that with
the new information
about her possibly leav-
ing the state, a crime
alert was sent out to
help with locating her.

“All indicators are
that Cienna still does
not want to be located
at this time,” according
to Felt.

Anyone with informa-
tion is urged to call the
Willmar Police Depart-
ment at 320-235-2244,
case No. 210125009.

COVID-19 infections 1n schools,
long-term care continue to grow

By Christopher Magan
St. Paul Pioneer Press

ST. PAUL — School-
age children continue to
be at the center of Min-
nesota’s latest wave of
coronavirus infections
with more than 4,000
between the ages of five
and 19 testing positive
for COVID-19 in the last
week.

There are now 96
school buildings with
outbreaks confirmed by
the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Health Thurs-
day, Sept. 23, up from
26 buildings a week ago.

Cases in long-term
care are also on the
rise with 284 facili-
ties reporting infec-
tions, up from 267 the
week before. Infections

in long-term care had
fallen to fewer than two
dozen in late June.

State health officials
say nearly all new cases
are driven by the more
contagious delta variant,
which can also cause
more severe disease.
Nearly all severe infec-
tions are in Minnesotans
who are unvaccinated.

While breakthrough
cases are on the rise,
of the 3.1 million Min-
nesotans who are fully
vaccinated 99% have
not reported a break-
through infection. There
have been 23,330 break-
through cases, 1,268
hospitalizations and 118
deaths in fully vaccinat-
ed residents.

The Minnesota

Department of Health
reported 24 new COVID-
19 deaths Thursday and
2,434 new infections.
The latest deaths to be
reported ranged in age
from their late 40s to
their late 90s.

Twenty-two of those
fatalities resided in
private homes and
two in long-term care
facilities. Deaths are
not reported in a uni-
form way and the lat-
est reported fatalities
include 21 deaths from
September and one each
from August, January
and December.

The state’s death toll is
8,049 with 4,612 fatali-
ties in long-term care.
About 87% of all deaths
are people 65 or older.

Minnesota has diag-
nosed 694,320 corona-
virus infections since
the pandemic began in
March 2020. Of those,
668,574 people who
tested positive have
recovered enough they
no longer need to be
isolated.

There are 777 patients
hospitalized including
214 in critical condition.
Nearly 17,000 people
with active cases are
recovering at home.

Health officials main-
tain that vaccines are
the best way to avoid
a severe infection. The
state has administered
6.3 million doses of
vaccine and 3.3 million
people have gotten at
least their first shot.

Public defenders get more flexibility
after criticism of office mandate

By Tom Olsen
Duluth News Tribune

DULUTH — The Min-
nesota Board of Public
Defense reversed course
this week and said most
employees will again be
allowed to work remote-
ly as the state weathers
another wave of COVID-
19 transmission.

The move comes less
than two months after
the implementation of
a return-to-office man-
date that was criticized
by numerous workers,
their union and some
state legislators.

The authorization
of telework, starting
Thursday, Sept. 24, was
announced to employees
by State Public Defend-
er Bill Ward and Chief
Administrator Kevin
Kajer.

“As we have talked
about since the pan-
demic began, the situ-
ation with the virus is
fluid and changes to our
work situations might be
necessary,” they wrote
Monday, Sept. 20. “As
the outbreak of COVID-
19 continues to evolve,
our response and work
situations must evolve.”

Ward and Kajer said
they have seen “less
than a handful of
employees™ enter quar-
antine due to a positive
test or exposure since
staff was called back in
early August, with all
known cases occurring
outside the office.

But they wrote that
the return of schools,
particularly those with-
out mask require-
ments, “super-spreader
events” such as concerts
and the state fair, and a
still-unvaccinated por-
tion of the population
have all helped push the
state back to the high
transmission rates seen
last winter.

Several current and
former employees, pre-
dominately in North-
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Tyler Schank / Duluth News Tribune file photo
The Northeastern Minnesota public defender’s office
is headquartered on the 14th floor of downtown
Duluth’s Alworth Building. The staff was recently
ordered to return to the office, over the objections of
several employees.

eastern Minnesota’s 6th
Judicial District, previ-
ously expressed concern
and frustration about
the office policy, say-
ing they were concerned
for their own health and
that of vulnerable fam-
ily members.

Additionally, several
public defenders said the
policy was limiting their
ability to handle their
already heavy caseloads,
forcing hearings to be
postponed and at least a
few defendants to end up
with arrest warrants, as
staff members were pro-
hibited from doing any
work if they were unable
to report to the office.

Officials had defended
the policy, with 6th Dis-
trict Chief Dan Lew say-
ing, “We serve the cli-
ents best when we work
as a team,” and citing a
number of safety pre-
cautions in the work-
place designed to pre-
vent spread.

Teamsters Local 320,
which represents non-
managers across the
state, had a meeting
planned with Board of
Public Defense officials
last week, but several
representatives said it
was scrapped after it
was learned a person
with COVID-19 had been
in the Duluth office.

The possible exposure
on Sept. 3 didn’t come to
light until last week, and
the office was tempo-
rarily shuttered to allow
for cleaning and testing
of employees who may
have been impacted.

Rep. Jamie Becker-
Finn, DFL-Roseville,
chair of the House

Judiciary Finance and
Civil Law Committee,
expressed her “‘seri-
ous concerns” about the
lack of a telework option
in a Sept. 15 letter to
public defense leader-
ship, citing the Duluth
office closure.

“l appreciate your
office’s continued effort
to implement safety

protocols, including
implementing a mask
mandate and requir-
ing that all employees
adhere to social dis-
tancing guidelines when
in common spaces,” she
wrote. “However, more
must and can be done
to protect our public
defense employees, as
the safety of all staff and
clients should remain
the top priority. | rec-
ognize that in-person
communication is pre-
ferred but it is simply
not safe to do so at this
time.”

Ward and Kajer
stressed in their Mon-
day email to staff that
public defenders per-
form a “critical func-
tion of government” and
that ““the obligation to
meet with clients and to
appear with clients has
not changed.” They said
chiefs, managing attor-
neys and office managers
would still be expected to
physically report, as well
as other employees when
necessary.

“We understand that
given the current court
schedules there will be
work that must be done
in the office, in the field,
at detention facilities
and at the courthous-
es,” they wrote. “The
offices will remain open
just as they have been.”

AESTHETICS

Services:

« IV Nutrition Renew
from the Inside Out

+ 4D Laser Non-Surgical Facelift

+ Non-Invasive Skin-Tightening
and Toning

« Laser Hair Removal

+ Wrinkle, Scar, Acne Treatments

+ Microblading and
Permanent Makeup

+ Body Image and
Confidence Coaching

Just Be Wellness Center

simplybeautifulnl@gmail.com

SIMPLY BEAUTIFUL 4

7900 Chapin Dr NE - New London, MN 56273
simplybeautifulnl.come320-281-0888

R
by
T

]

Y

BRIEFS

v

Pedestrian killed in Traverse County

WHEATON — A pedestrian was struck and
killed Thursday morning in Traverse County,
according to the Minnesota State Patrol.

According to the crash report, the 24-year-
old man from Waite Park was struck by a 2010
Kenworth semitrailer driven by Nicholas Bo
Hunter, 37, of Glenwood, that was on 650th
Street attempting to back onto state Highway 27
in Lake Valley Township near Wheaton.

The name of the pedestrian has yet not been
released.

Hunter did not have any injuries listed in the
report. According to the State Patrol, he was
wearing his seat belt and alcohol is not listed as
a factor. Road conditions were dry.

The Wheaton Fire Department, Police Depart-
ment and Ambulance, along with the Traverse
County Sheriff’s Office also responded to the
incident reported at 8:39 a.m. Thursday.

Highway 27 was temporarily closed due to the
crash Thursday morning but reopened at 10:30
a.m., according to the Minnesota Department of
Transportation.

— Mark Wasson

Osage man killed in Highway 34

rollover crash Wednesday night

BECKER COUNTY, Minn. — A 2l-year-old
Osage man was killed in a single vehicle roll-
over crash near Osage on Highway 34 in Becker
County late Wednesday, Sept. 22.

At 11:19 p.m., Mathew Michael Gibson was
westbound near mile marker 61 on Highway 34
in a 2006 Chevy Silverado when his vehicle left
the roadway and rolled into the ditch. He was
the vehicle’s only occupant, according to a Min-
nesota State Patrol report.

The report stated Gibson was not wearing
a seat belt at the time of the crash and law
enforcement believe alcohol may have played a
role in the crash.

First responders believe Gibson died at the
scene and an air rescue was canceled a few
minutes after being called for, according to the
Becker County Sheriff’s Office.

The pavement was dry at the time of the crash
and the airbags of the pickup truck did not deploy
during the incident, according to the report.

— Forum News Service
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It remains
still the
forgotten
border

nce again, the United States
Ohas extended restrictions

on crossing the U.S.-Canada
border, meaning Canadians
still cannot enter the U.S. for
nonessential travel.

And once again, we’re left to shake
our heads and wonder: What the
heck is going on?

In early August, Canada opened
its border to nonessential travel,
allowing U.S. citizens to cross
provided they have proof of
vaccination and a recent negative
COVID-19 test. President Joe Biden’s
administration has not reciprocated
and, Monday, it was announced the
U.S. restrictions have again been
extended — this time to at least
Oct. 21. If the border opens on that
day — and the way things are going,
there is no reason to assume it will —
it will be 19 months since Canadians
have been able to drive, walk or row
to the United States for nonessential
reasons.

Notice the lack of the word ““fly,”
since Canadians can come here by
plane.

As reported recently by Reuters,
four U.S. Senators last week wrote a
letter to Biden, urging him to reopen
the border. It’s nothing new —
federal lawmakers, hearing the pleas
of their constituents — have basically
been begging Biden to relax the
restrictions, but to no avail.

In their letter last week, Sens.
Maggie Hassan and Jeanne Shaheen
of New Hampshire, Jon Tester of
Montana and Angus King of Maine
questioned the loophole that allows
Canadians to fly here but not drive.

Notably, Hassan, Shaheen and
Tester are, like Biden, Democrats.
King is an independent.

“We struggle to understand the
public health rationale for the
disparate treatment in modes of
travel,”” the senators wrote, as
reported by Reuters.

Good point.

Further, they wrote, ““a plan
with some indication of when
your administration would feel
comfortable lifting border restrictions
based on public health data would
provide clarity to businesses and
families along the northern border.”

We emphasize the phrase “the
northern border,” since it’s apparent
it is a geographic location that
doesn’t appear on maps in the
current White House. There seems
to be no great urgency or interest
in helping the many, many people
whose businesses and family
interests have been greatly disrupted
by the pandemic and the restrictions
that continue to limit Canadians’
access to our country.

Even amid COVID-19, life continues
here in the northern reaches of the
nation. We are having concerts,
parades and sporting events. We
know COVID still is a health risk, but
we also are moving forward, we hope
with care about our health and for
the health of others.

Canadians in our midst will not
risk our health, and especially
Canadians who can prove their
vaccination status and their overall
health. At present, more than 70%
of Canadians have had at least one
COVID-19 vaccination shot.

It’s time to open the border, and
any more delays simply show a lack
of empathy for those of us who
live near Canada and miss their

friendship and their business.
This Midwest Opinion editorial is the opinion
of the editorial board of our sister publication, the
Grand Forks Herald.
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How to help school boards

By Andrea Gabor
Bloomberg Opinion (TNS)

chool boards are in the
Snews again as culture-war

battlegrounds and forums for
public-school bashing. That’s good
reason to make them stronger, not
weaker or more fearful.

Boards are ground zero for
conflicts over mask and vaccine
mandates and curricular
battles over U.S. racial
history.

In Florida, Gov. Ron
DeSantis withheld
salaries from districts
that voted to defy his
ban on mask mandates,
even as he encouraged
parents to use new
school-voucher laws to
flee public schools for private and
religious institutions. In Tennessee,
health-care workers who advocated
for mask mandates were threatened
by a mob at a school board meeting.
In Nashua, New Hampshire, the
far-right Proud Boys crashed local
school board meetings to protest
teaching intended to combat racism.
Already this year, there have been
64 recall efforts against school
board members — far more than the
previous two years combined.

Stronger boards could deal more
effectively with the challenges
facing public schools. Beyond that,
they should become better equipped
for their role as the institutions
where many citizens first become
civically engaged and run for local
office.

Nearly half of American school
boards are nonpartisan at a time of
political tribalism. The boards —
with 44% women and 28% Black
or Latino members — are far more
diverse than Congress. Yet even that
representative arithmetic lags the
school population, with over half
of school children today members
of minority groups. Some of the
backlash against teaching lessons on
race have occurred in districts with
sizeable minority populations but
all-white school boards.

A major challenge is to make
boards more resilient against the
agendas of myriad ideological
groups by improving the know-
how of school board members and
by passing laws that increase voter
participation and attract diverse
local candidates.

Long before the Proud Boys
invaded school board meetings,
outside interests channeled
hundreds of millions of dollars into
national organizations that sought
to control school boards. This effort
was anything but local. Some of the
money went to oust board members
who lacked enthusiasm for charter
schools. It also supported state
and mayoral takeovers aimed at
reforming underperforming districts.
Takeovers “had the most negative
effects on black communities,”
wrote Domingo Morel, a Rutgers
University political scientist in his
2018 book, “Takeover.” Among
takeover districts, states abolished
elected school boards in 33% of
majority-Black districts versus just
4% of majority-White districts.

Another key challenge is that
board elections are typically held
during odd-numbered years instead
of coinciding with presidential and
congressional contests. Originally
intended to keep education above
the political fray, off-cycle elections
depress turnout, and shift power

DeSantis

to those ““best organized and well
resourced,” said Morel — including
philanthropists and unions. In
Michigan, for example, turnout for
off-cycle school-board elections in
2000, was under 8% of registered
voters, compared to a typical turnout
of about 65% during presidential
elections. As recently as 2019, only
10 states aligned municipal races
with presidential and congressional-
midterm elections.

Lawmakers should follow the
lead of Nevada and Phoenix, which
recently shifted to an on-cycle
election calendar for school boards,
and California and Arizona, which
are requiring cities with low turnout
to do the same.

Shifting election calendars
would have the added benefit of
increasing minority representation
and addressing the achievement gap
between Black and white students,
which tends to be larger in districts
with sizeable minority populations
but mostly-white boards. One
reason may be that these school
board members, many of whom do
not have children, face less political
pressure in the districts where the
gaps are largest.

In addition, localities should
lower the voting age, following the
example of California and Maryland.
In Takoma Park, Maryland, the
first U.S. city to give 16-year-olds
the vote, nearly half of registered
voters between 16 and 18 turned
out in 2013, when the law went into
effect, compared to just one in 10
adults. Nationwide, at least 15 states
now allow 17-year-olds to vote in
primaries where the general election
will be held by the time they reach
18.

High school seniors also should
be allowed to represent their
classmates on school boards, a
practice now permitted in dozens of
districts from Virginia to California.
Especially in poor cities, where
up-to-date textbooks are scarce
and private fundraising pays for
supplies, students have a special
stake — and valuable perspective
— on resource-allocation and
education decisions. In Oakland, for
example, student representatives
helped focus the board’s attention
on improving programs that help
students who have fallen behind
complete the classes they need to
graduate.

Expanding the electorate
and school-board participation
represents a chance to deepen
democratic participation among
ordinary citizens and to “develop
the intellectual muscles to be
effective community members,”
as Jack Schneider, an education-
leadership professor at the
University of Massachusetts Lowell,
put it.

School board members also need
better training. Massachusetts
provides a model, with instruction
on budgeting, data analysis and
communication strategy, as well
as how to avoid micromanaging.
Paying board members would help,
too, by bringing in younger and
economically diverse candidates.

Andrea Gabor, a former editor at Business Week and
U.S. News & World Report, is the Bloomberg chair
of business journalism at Baruch College of the City
University of New York and the author of “After
the Education Wars: How Smart Schools Upend the
Business of Reform.” ©2021 Bloomberg L.P. Visit
bloomberg.com/opinion. Distributed by Tribune
Content Agency, LLC.
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France’s
agony over
sub deal could
not be helped

bout France and its
Asubmarines: Australia’s

decision to cancel a $60
billion contract to buy them and
purchase American nuclear subs
instead had to hurt. In response,
France’s foreign
minister called the
U.S.-backed move
a ““stab in the back.

The backstory

should take
precedence over
the drama flowing
from the rift

FROMA between America
HARROP and its oldest ally.

National It centers on a
commentator growing alarm at

Chinese aggression
in the Pacific and
how seriously the U.S. and its
Pacific allies are taking it.

Australia’s Defense minister
denied charges that the United
States and Australia schemed in
secret to cut France out of the
sale.

Any diplomatic failure aside,
the harsh reality is that American
submarines are the superior
machine for patrolling the
Pacific.

What about President Joe
Biden’s predecessor? Former
President Donald Trump was, in
many ways, a gift to the Chinese.
He did ban U.S. investment
in Chinese companies tied to
China’s military or surveillance,
a policy Biden has largely
continued. But much of his
confrontation with China took
the form of verbiage.

Chinese elites saw him
accelerating what they
considered America’s decline.
They considered Trump
“ignorant, erratic and tiresome,”’
according to The Economist.

It must have also pleased them
that Trump pulled the U.S. out
of the Trans-Pacific Partnership.
The trade deal was designed
to help its members — which
included Canada, Japan and
Australia — compete with China.

Biden has vowed to engage in
“extreme competition.”” China
is plowing huge amounts of
government money into building
a massive semiconductor
industry. You can’t have a
modern economy without
them, and a semiconductor
shortage is hobbling American
manufacturing.

The U.S. is joining with Japan,
India and Australia in developing
their own semiconductor supply
chains. One reason we and
our allies need strong defense
capability in the Pacific is fears
that China would invade Taiwan,
which produces over 60% of the
world’s computer chips.

The administration seeks
to greatly expand American
manufacture of lithium-
ion batteries. China has 93
““gigafactories” that make them.
The U.S. has four.

Australia has had its own
battles with China. When it called
for independent investigators
to be let into Wuhan to study
the origins of the virus, China
retaliated against billions in
Australian exports. The Biden
administration called the move
““economic coercion.”

What pains France must also
pain the U.S. France does join
our fights. In August, a French
drone strike in West Africa took
out an Islamic State mastermind
of attacks that killed four U.S.
soldiers and six French aid
workers. France maintains a
significant military presence in
the Indo-Pacific.

You can understand the blow to
France’s arms industry and pride
in having such a huge submarine
contract so publicly ripped up.
But defense needs should be
the No. 1 consideration. The
United States has concluded that
China has graduated from mere
economic competitor to military

rival and must act accordingly.
Froma Harrop can be reached at fharrop@
wectrib.com or on Twitter@FromaHarrop.
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Jacqueline Pillatzki

Aug. 20, 1953 - Aug. 26, 2021
NEW LONDON, Minn. - Jacqueline Pillatzki, 68,
New London, Minn., died Thursday, Aug. 26, in her
home from cancer.
A service will be 11 a.m. Friday, Oct. 1, at Church
of Our Lady of the Lakes in Spicer, Minn.
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Atwater. Peterson Brothers
Atwater Funeral Home.

Herbert Baumann, 91,

of Willmar, died July 10.
Service 2 p.m. Sept. 25 at
Bethel Lutheran Church,
Willmar. Harvey Anderson
Funeral Home, Willmar.

Jacqueline Pillatzki, 68, of
New London, died Aug. 26.
Service 11 a.m. Oct. 1 at
Church of Our Lady of the
Evelyn “Evie” Erenberg,  Lakes, Spicer.
96, of Benson, died Sept.
7. Service 11 a.m. Oct. 1 at
Our Redeemer’s Lutheran
Church, Benson. Zniewski
Funeral Home, Benson.

Stanley Roeser, 92, of
Litchfield, died Sept. 4.
Service 1 to 4 p.m. Sept.
25 at Fiddler’s Green,
Litchfield. Johnson-
Hagglund Funeral Service,
Litchfield.

Art Tostenson, 85, of
Madison, died Sept. 20.
Service 11 a.m. Sept 24

at Faith Lutheran Church,
Madison. Zahrbock Funeral
Home, Madison.

Mary Ann Filzen, 89, of
Renville, died Sept. 19.
Service 10:30 a.m. Sept.
24 at St. Aloysius Catholic
Church, Olivia. Dirks-Blem
Funeral Home, Olivia.

Wayne Madsen, 93, of
Moorhead, formerly of
Atwater, died Aug. 11.
Service 11 a.m. Sept. 30 at
Immanuel Lutheran Church,

This funeral services listing is
presented as a public service by
the West Central Tribune.

Boyd man shot in

game preserve

MONTEVIDEO — A
Boyd man suffered seri-
ous injuries Wednesday
afternoon after being
shot at a private game
preserve, according to
a news release from the
Chippewa County Sher-
iff’s Office.

According to the
release, James Dean
Roth, 74, was trans-
ported by private vehi-
cle to the CCM Health
emergency room in
Montevideo. He was
later airlifted with life-
threatening injuries to
Hennepin County Med-
ical Center in Minne-
apolis.

Law enforcement
received a 911 call about
the shooting as Roth
was being transport-
ed to the Montevideo
emergency room. It was
later determined that
the shooting took place
on the 12000 block of
First Street West.

The incident is under
investigation.

The Montevideo
Police Department and
the Minnesota State
Patrol also responded to
the incident reported at
3:48 p.m. Wednesday.

Atwater man ID'd

in motorcycle crash
WILLMAR — Antonio
Ulloa, 49, of Atwater,
was seriously injured
Sunday night in a sin-
gle-vehicle motorcycle
crash near the inter-
section of Kandiyohi
County Road 5 and
U.S. Highway 12 West,
according to the Min-
nesota State Patrol.
According to a report
from the Willmar Police
Department, which
assisted at the scene,

Ulloa was transported
to Carris Health — Rice
Memorial Hospital in
Willmar by ambulance.

According to the
State Patrol, Ulloa was
northbound on Coun-
ty Road 5 when the
motorcycle crashed
at the intersection
roundabout and he
was ejected from the
motorcycle.

The crash remains
under investigation,
according to the State
Patrol.

Arrests

WILLMAR — A Will-
mar man turned him-
self into the Willmar
Police Department
early Thursday morn-
ing on charges that he
raped a 14-year-old
juvenile female and
paid her for intercourse
in late June.

Abdi-
1 naijihb
Muhumed
Mire, 23,
appeared
Thursday
morning in
Kandiyohi
County
District
charged with
felony third-degree
criminal sexual con-
duct and felony pros-
titution with a victim
between 13 and 15.

He was ordered to
have no contact with
the alleged victim
and the court ordered
$60,000 bail or bond
with no conditions or a
$5,000 non-cash bond
with conditions or a

Mire

Court,

$500 cash bail with
conditions.
According to the

complaint, Mire picked
up the juvenile at a
Willmar gas station and
drove her to a wooded

area in town. He then
offered to pay her for

sex before allegedly
raping her.
Afterward, Mire

drove her to a local

pharmacy and bought
her Plan B emergency
contraception.

During questioning,
Mire told law enforce-
ment he had inter-
course with the girl but
denied knowing she
was 14.

His next court date is
set for Jan. 4.

WILLMAR — A
35-year-old woman
was arrested Wednes-
day night for a Swift
County warrant during
a traffic stop near the
intersection of Litch-
field Avenue Southeast
and Highway 12 East.

According to the
report, the woman was
also cited for giving a
false name to police
and driving after revo-
cation.

As of Thursday after-
noon, she was in cus-
tody in the Kandiyohi
County Jail for charges
related to the incident.

WILLMAR — A
40-year-old man was
arrested Wednesday
evening on the 200
block of 28th Street
Southeast for two Kan-
diyohi County war-
rants.

As of Thursday after-
noon, the man was in
custody in the Kandi-
yohi County Jail await-

ing charges related to

his warrants.
WILLMAR — A

22-year-old woman

was arrested Wednesday
evening on a warrant
during a traffic stop
near the intersection of
Becker Avenue and 1lth
Street Southwest.

As of Thursday after-

noon, the woman was
in custody in the Kan-
diyohi County Jail for
a charge related to her
warrant.

Theft

WILLMAR The
theft of a trailer and
lawn mower was
reported Wednesday
night from the 1100
block of County Road 9
Northeast.

Homecoming

shenanigans
WILLMAR — A
homeowner told law
enforcement Wednes-
day night that their
home on the 1400 block
of 16th Street South-
west was hit with toilet

paper.
The homeowner
requested an extra
patrol.

SPICER — A caller
reported that their

fence had been shot
full of paint Wednes-
day night on the 10000
block of 11th Street
Northeast.

According to the
report, the caller heard
three pops and when
they went outside to
investigate, they saw
the fence covered in
paint.

The caller told law
enforcement that she
just wanted to let them
know the “homecom-
ing crew was out and
about again.”

The Tribune publishes
Records as part of its obligation
to inform readers about the
business of public institutions
and to serve as a keeper of the
local historical record. All items
are written by Tribune staff
members based on information
contained in public documents
from the state court system and
from law enforcement agencies.
Itis the Tribune’s policy that
this column contain a complete
record. Requests for items to be
withheld will not be granted.
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Keith Helgeson appointed as new
judge In Eighth Judicial District

By Mark Wasson
West Central Tribune

ST. PAUL Gov.
Tim Walz and Lt. Gov.
Flanagan announced
Thursday that Keith
Helgeson has been
appointed as district
court judge in Minne-
sota’s Eighth Judicial
District, according to a
news release from the
governor’s office.

Helgeson will replace
Dwayne N. Knutsen and
will be chambered in
Granite Falls.

“Mr. Helgeson is a
devoted public servant
with a career dedicated
to improving the lives
of the people of Yel-

low Medi-
cine Coun-
ty,” Walz
said in the
release.
“Mr .
Helgeson
will be a
familiar
face and a great addi-
tion to the Granite Falls
bench,” Flanagan said
in the release. “He has
served his community
with pride for over 25
years, and | am excited
to see him excel in his
new position.”
Minnesota’s Eighth
Judicial District encom-
passes Big Stone, Chip-
pewa, Grant, Kandiyohi,

Helgeson

Lac qui Parle, Meeker,
Pope, Renville, Stevens,
Swift, Traverse, Wilkin,
and Yellow Medicine
counties.

Helgeson is currently
the Yellow Medicine
County Attorney and
was a law clerk for Judge
Bruce Christopherson.
He is also an adjunct
professor at Southwest
Minnesota State Uni-
versity in Marshall.

As county attorney,
Helgeson represents
Yellow Medicine County
in criminal, juvenile,
child protection and
civil court matters. He
also advises the Coun-
ty Board and various

county departments.

Helgeson has vol-
unteered and worked
with several different
community  organi-
zations, including the
Yellow Medicine Coun-
ty Restorative Justice
Advisory Council, the
Chemical Health Coali-
tion, and the Prairie
Lakes Advisory Board.
He currently serves as
president of the Tri-
County Law Library
Board and as a mock
trial coach.

Previously, Helge-
son was a member of
the Granite Falls City
Council and Granite
Falls Hospital Board.

of autumn.

TODAY’S HISTORY: In
1789, Congress passed
the First Judiciary Act,
which provided for the
Supreme Court and the
office of attorney gen-
eral.

INn 1960, the firstnucle-
ar-powered aircraft car-
rier, the USS Enterprise,
was launched.

In 1968, “60 Min-
utes,” American prime-
time television’s lon-
gest-running program,
premiered on CBS.

In 2005, Hurri-
cane Rita hit Texas and
southwestern Louisiana.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAYS:
John Marshall (1755-
1835), chief justice of the
United States; F. Scott
Fitzgerald (1896-1940),
author; Jim McKay
(1921-2008), sportscast-
er; Jim Henson (1936-
1990), puppeteer; Linda
McCartney (1941-1998),

Trib

une

www.wctrib.com

man (1948-1998), actor;
Nia Vardalos (1962- ),
actress/screenwriter;
Rafael Palmeiro (1964-
), baseball player; Eddie
George (1973- ), football
player/sportscaster.

TODAY’S FACT:
Motorcycle builder Soi-
chiro Honda founded the
Honda Motor Company
in Hamamatsu, Japan,
on this day in 1948.
Before finding success
with motorcycles, Honda
tried manufactur-
ing weaving machines,
frosted glass windows
and bamboo roof panels.

TODAY’S SPORTS: In
1988, Canadian sprint-
er Ben Johnson won
the gold medal in the
100-meter dash at the
Olympic Games in Seoul,
South Korea. Johnson
tested positive for ste-
roids three days later
and was stripped of the
medal.
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FARMLAND AUCTIONS

BRIMEJEARMLANDIAUCTIONJNNISWIF

AUCTION

TUESDAY) SERTEMEER{21), 2021} 1:00 P M~

160.06+/- SURVEYED ACRES, 152.42+/- TILLABLE ACRES,
CPI1=91.4, LOCATED IH KILDARE TWP., SWIFT COUNTY
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:

The Southwest Quarter of
Section 9, Township 121
Range 38.

LAND LOCATION:
From DeGraff, go north
on 80th Ave SE (31) for
approximately 2.5 miles
Wheteh for auction signs

ED ACRES

McKinney 1
3043 14th St £

Auctioneer's Commenits: Here is a beautitul farm with a great story. In 1902 the Kenpelly family's
preat prandiather, M.E Mullan, purchased this property, Now, afler T19 vears of ownership by the
Kennedly family, the time has come that another area farmier or investor will have the chanee to call
this band their owi, With-over 152 tillable acres in ome fiekd that Lavs nicoe and his strcang =oils; this
15 a high quality tract that will add value toyour operation oryour other lind hobdings. The farm has
bevn surveved, his tike and possession will be immediately atber the | all harvest. Please call, toxt o
email with questions. Un behalf of the Kennelly tamily and ours, we appreciate yoor interest. Glen

Fladeboe ol 651-208-3262 or Glen@ FlodsboeLand com "l‘-'Ef :{{Hd‘ﬂﬁﬂﬂ Lﬂ”l‘f'}hﬂ'fﬂ

Anctuon Temms) 10 i oy s FHAIER ae
mirnest mvemey oy macskn diy i the ferm el s shier's check. The
furadpine chock shivald be i ot i Fladebod Laid Trod
wrr=shial Pkl will ereer i & - poenis gena AS
15 puniises sjivvrwne on setod o B s pEvin
FEnal g wel 01 ba cabonalaissd bay thp pgs by of dhendvid
mirvry, Clisiigg will e ssevuiod ins on belons Sewnnibe
tuirtiey Wilkrs Lose (e, e Desmseny, AN, Anmaiseninents s
mw e it Libe prevedemor imey privmd matee il For i podosd call
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Section 24 & Part of Government Lot 1
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Southeast Chuarter, Section 24, Twp 117
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Parcel 2 Building Site Address:
19282 21ih St, Hidchinson, MN 55350
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intersection of Highway 7 & County Road
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miile to the nottheast corner of Parcel 1
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bwo parcels. Wiatch for Auction Signs

AUCTION LOCATION:
Hutchinson VFW E
247 1=t Ave SE, Hutchinson, MN 35350 D'HI Hﬂﬂ‘ m HIIHI . ‘I'Iﬂl.l 100 p.m.
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COMING SOON
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TWO PARCELS OF PRIME FARMLAND = 322+/- TOTAL DEEDED ACRES
PARCEL 1 PARCEL 2

11578+ - Surveved Acres; 2 234/ Surveved oores;
103214/~ Tillshle Acres 148 5+/-Tillabde Acres
CTl=84.8 CIM=887 17.25 CRP Acres
Legal; Parmcel 1 — The SE1 Wving Bast of thee ditch; Parcel 2 — The SE1M bying West af the diteh
SEL of SWAL, GL 2 & 3 and Parcel E of Mat o r"..l'\-"'\-c r Lake; All In Section 26, Twp 119
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ACRES LOCATED IN KINTIRE TOWNSHIP, REDWOOD COUNTY.
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TUES., NOV. 2, 2021 AT 2 PM
Farmland Auction in Swift Co.
80.1 Surveyed Acres located in West
Bank Twp,, Swift Co.

Kent Molde, Owner

THUR., NOV. 4, 2021 AT 11 AM
3 Parcels of Prime Kandiyohi Co.
Farmland 260.39+/- Deeded Acres
Located in Whitefield Twp., Kandiyohi Co.
Butler Family, Owner

NOVEMBER AUCTIONS

TUES., NOV. 9, 2021 AT 2 PM
3 Parcels of Prime Redwood Co.
Farmland 233,51 Total Surveyed
Acres Located in Kintire Twp,, Redwood Co.
Hines Family Farm, Owners

NOVEMBER OF 2021
Prime Farmland in Kandiyohi Co.
80.5 Surveyed Acres Located in
Holland Twp., Kandiyohi Co.
Jim & Debra Hillenbrand, Owners

NOVEMBER OF 2021
Prime Farmland in Lac qui Parle Co.
83.21 Surveyed Acres Located in
Hantho Twp., Lac qui Parle Co.
Moen Family Farm, Owners

NOVEMBER OF 2021
Farmland Auction In Kandiyohi Co.
115.9+/- Surveyed Acres Located in

Mamre Twp., Kandiyohi Co.

Holmgren Trust, Owners

=3

FLADEBOE LAND

For more information contact
Kristine at 320-212-9379
Glen Fladeboe 651-208-3262
Dale Fladeboe 320-894-9392

Go to Fladeboeland.com for details & drone videos
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RCW will take a forfert win over BLHS

Buffalo Lake-Hector-Stewart pulls out of Friday's game because of injuries

By Tom Elliott
West Central Tribune

DANUBE — The Renville
County West football team
really wanted to play Friday,
if for no other reason than
to wash away the sting from
two straight tough losses.

And while the Jaguars will
be awarded a forfeit victory,
they aren’t exactly celebrat-
ing.

“We’re stuck with it,”
RCW head coach Ryan Heb-
rink said.

RCW was scheduled to
play Buffalo Lake-Hector-
Stewart. BLHS announced
Wednesday it would not be
able to field a team.

“Due to low numbers, for
various reasons, the football
game this Friday at RCW

has been canceled,” stat-
ed a tweet from the Buffalo
Lake-Hector-Stewart Activ-
ities Twitter account.

BHLS (0-3) started the
season with 13 varsity play-
ers. Hebrink said he watched
video of the Mustangs’
44-18 loss to Westbrook-
Walnut Grove last Friday and
saw one player in uniform
standing next to the coach
for the 9-Man game.

RCW tried to find areplace-
ment for Friday’s game,
which happened frequently
last year because of the pan-
demic. But no 9-Man teams
were to be found. Instead,
the Jaguars will practice to
get ready for their next game
at 7 p.m. Oct. 1 at Hills-
Beaver Creek (3-0).

“Fortunately, for us, it’s
still another week of prac-
tice,” Hebrink said. “We can
go back to some things dur-
ing two-a-days that we were
working on that maybe we
hadn’t quite gotten down.

“Itis what it is. We need to
find something positive out
of it. We’ll make the most of
the extra practice time.”

The Jaguars are 1-2. They
opened with a 26-8 vic-
tory over Westbrook-Wal-
nut Grove, then lost to No.
l-ranked Mountain Lake
26-12 on Sept. 10 and fell
18-16 to Red Rock Central on
Sept. 17.

Hebrink said his team
believed they could have
won both games, especially
against RRC.

Joe Brown / West Central Tribune

RCW wide receiver Isaac Haen races down the field after
coming up with a catch in the second quarter of a game against
Sleepy Eye St. Mary’s on Oct. 16, 2020 in Danube.

“We don’t feel
played very well,” he said.

“It was definitely a game we

should’ve won.

like we

“Mountain Lake has a

great program.”

FOOTBALL: Page B4
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Willmar sophomore Cate Brogren extends out during the backstroke portion of the 200-yard medley relay during a Central
Lakes Conference meet against Sartell on Thursday at Willmar High School.

Sabres too much for Cards

Sartell swims past Willmar in Central Lakes Conference meet

Here
come the
Thunder
Hawks

Montevideo sweeps
Minnewaska 25-13,
25-9,25-21in

West Central win

By Matthew Curry, Joe
Brown and Tom Elliott
West Central Tribune

MONTEVIDEO After
suffering a three-set loss to
Paynesville on Tuesday, the
Montevideo Thunder Hawks
rebounded on Thursday with
a sweep of its own against the
Minnewaska Lakers.

With the majority of the
Montevideo gym being
Thunder Hawks’ supporters,
including a packed and ener-
gized student section, Mon-
tevideo pushed through for
a 25-13, 25-9, 25-21 West
Central Conference volleyball
victory.

“The girls came with a mis-

each took second in their
respective events for
Willmar.

The Cardinals return to
action at 6 p.m. Tuesday
against Marshall at
Southwest Minnesota State
University.

By Joe Brown and
Tom Elliott
West Central Tribune

100-yard backstroke when
senior Ava Brogren hit
the board with a time of 1
minute, 2.83 seconds. She
beat Sartell’s Sienna Albjerg,
who was second at 1:05.29.
Brogren also took second
in the 200 individual medley
with a time of 2:18.83 while
the Sabres’ Holly Lenarz
won with a time of 2:13.95.

apiece for Sartell were:
Madeline Francois (50 free,
25.62; 100 free, 56.58); and
Emma Yao (100 butterfly,
1:03.79; 100 breaststroke,
1:10.02).

Megann Jobin (200 free,
2:06.86) and Hailey Westrup
(diving, 219.25 points) also
locked up individual wins for
the Sabres.

sion and we accomplished it,”
Thunder Hawks’ coach Ash-
ley Palmer said. “Coming off
a tough loss against Paynes-
ville we wanted to come out
fighting with a strong start
and we did.

Avery Koenen was a domi-
nant force for Montevideo.
The 6-foot-2-inch junior
hitter finished with 19 Kkills,

Willmar
acing off against one of
Fthe powers of the Central
Lakes Conference, the
Willmar girls swimming and
diving team took a 100-80

loss to Sartell on Thursday.
The Sabres go to 4-1 in

Girls Swimming

the CLC this year while the
Cardinals drop to 0-4.
Willmar got a win in the

Lenarz also won the 500
freestyle at 5:22.55.

Also getting two wins

Kaylee Hurley (100

butterfly, 1:10.79) and Kylie
Portiin (diving, 171.75)

Willmar freshman Kaylee Hurley races down the lane during the 200-yard freestyle in a Central
Lakes Conference meet against Sartell on Thursday at Willmar High School.

Sartell 100, Willmar 80

200 MEDLEY RELAY — (1) Sartell 1:54.71 ... (2)
Willmar (Cate Brogren, Ava Brogren, Grace Bijur,
Noelle Becker) 2:06.65

200 FREESTYLE — (1) Megann Jobin, S, 2:06.86
... (2) Joslynn Stewart, S, 2:14.74

200 INDIVIDUAL MEDLEY — (1) Holly Lenarz, S,
2:13.95 ... (2) A. Brogren, W, 2:18.82

50 FREESTYLE - (1) Madeline Francois, S,
25.62 ... (2) Janie Martin, S, 27.29 ... (3) Becker,
W, 28.15

DIVING - (1) Hailey Westrup, S, 219.25 ... (2)
Kylie Portiin, W, 171.75

100 BUTTERFLY — (1) Emma Yao, S, 1:03.79 ...
(2) Kaylee Hurley, W, 1:10.79

100 FREESTYLE — (1) Francois, S, 56.58 ... (2)
Stewart, S, 1:01.22

500 FREESTYLE — (1) Lenarz, S, 5:22.55 ... (2)
Jobin, S, 5:43.35

200 FREESTYLE RELAY - (1) Sartell 1:46.76
... (2) Willmar (Bjur, C. Brogren, Hurley, Aubrey
Schueler) 1:52.45

100 BACKSTROKE — (1) A. Brogren, W, 1:02.83
... (2) Sienna Albjerg, S, 1:05.29

100 BREASTSTROKE - (1) Yao, S, 1:10.02 ...
(2) Hailey Cota, S, 1:18.64

400 FREESTYLE RELAY - (1) Sartell 3:56.32
... (2) Willmar (A. Brogren, C. Brogren, Becker,
Schueler) 4:00.37

Hutchinson 56,
Litchfield 44

Litchfield dropped to 3-4
in dual meets this season
after Hutchinson got the
Wright County Conference
win at Litchfield High
School.

SWIMMING: Page B4

Mirk

ute

PODCAST

Hear the daily local news and get the inside
scoop on what’s happening in Willmar and
west central Minnesota.

Shop groceries for pick up or delivery from
Cub Foods in Willmar. Your groceries can be
picked up or delivered when you need it!
Let us worry about the groceries.

Schedule your online order today at Cub.com!

SPONSORED BY

YOUR LOCAL
|

CUB FOODS

(320) 231-0060 &

GROCER! ONLNG

2201 S 1st St, Willmar, MN 5 0-%;5"

17 digs and five blocks.

“(Koenen) works really
hard and is a great leader
both on and off the court,”
Palmer said. “After graduat-
ing eight seniors last year
we knew we had to fill in
some holes, so a lot of girls
are looking to learn how to
compete in varsity volleyball.
(We’re) so thankful to have
her.”

Montevideo’s strong was
evident in the 25-13 first-set
victory.

The Thunder Hawks’ led
the second set 11-2, forcing
Minnewaska to call a timeout.
Montevideo’s streak contin-
ued with Minnewaska calling
another timeout after trailing
20-5.

Montevideo claimed the set
25-9.

Montevideo went on to take
the third set by its closest
margin 25-21.

VOLLEYBALL: Page B4
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GIRLS

TENNIS

Cardinals make 1t two 1n a row

Willmar wins its second straight conference match by beating Fergus Falls

By Tom Elliott, Joe Brown
and Matthew Curry

West Central Tribune

WILLMAR — The Willmar
girls tennis team picked up
its second straight Central

Lakes Conference win with a

5-2 victory over Fergus Falls.
The Cardinals move to 6-3
in the CLC and 8-5 overall.
The Otters are 2-6 in confer-
ence play and 5-7 overall.
All five of Willmar’s wins

came in two sets.

At No. 2 doubles, the Car-
dinals’ pairing of Kylee Ber-

Singles

Allison Bruhn, Kessa Mara,
Caroline Becker and Adali
Laidlaw were all victorious.
The Cardinals next compete
at 9 a.m. Saturday at home
against New London-Spicer.

Willmar 5, Fergus Falls 2

(1) Allison Bruhn, W, def Madison Anderson
6-2, 6-0 ... (2) Kessa Mara, W, def Amber Ander-

Saturday at Wi
Singles

6-1, 6-3 ... (3) Delaney

Abigail Ziegler 6-0, 6-2
Doubles

Brooke Adelman/Jordan

Trippel/Leah Nemec 6-2,

knecht, not available.

son 6-0, 6-1 ... (3) Caroline Becker, W, def Clara

Ellison 6-1, 6-0
Doubles

76 (1)

get and Lizzie Eide won a

first-set tiebreaker en route
to a two-set win against Mia
Marsh and Leila Nasri, 7-6

(5), 6-1.

In singles play, it was a
clean sweep for Willmar as

NLS7,GSLO

Lake.

Stephan 6-1, 6-0 ... (4) Adali Laidlaw, W, def Ruby

(1) Isabella Abrahams/Ashtyn Lill, FF, def Alise
Staebell/Ashlie Staebell 6-4, 5-7, 6-3 ... (2) Kylee
Berget/Lizzie Eide, W, def Mia Marsh/Leila Nasri
7-6 (5), 6-1 ... (3) Mackenzie Krava/Hannah An-
derson, FF, def Emmi larson/Heidi Kath 7-6 (4),

New London-Spicer swept
the Wright County Confer-
ence meet at Glencoe-Silver

The Wildcats play at 9 a.m.

Litchfield 7,

The Wright

Dragons got
Hutchinson at

(1) Izzy Schmiesing, NLS, def. Anna Sievert 6-0,
6-2 ... (2) Mya Mayhew,
Gruber 6-0, 6-1 ... (4) Avery Dierenfeld, NLS, def.

(1) Kamryn Quenemoen/Sadie Hatlestad, NLS,
def. Ella Malz/Allyssa Gruber 6-0, 6-4

Emily Ruter, NLS, def. Kalista Willhite/Mariah Gut-

Hutchinson O

ference champion Litchfield

lImar. 6-4.

NLS, def. Bree Ryherd
Hanson, NLS, def. Abby

peting

.. (2
Proehl, NLS, def. Jenna
6-4 ... (3) Eva Schueler/

Singles

(1) Ryanna Steinhaus, L, def Ellie Petersen 6-1,
6-0 ... (2) Kylie Michels, L, def Claire Schweim 6-3,
6-4 ... (3) Karlee Prahl, L, def Kylie Lindersmith
6-0, 6-3 ... (4) Isla Dille, L, def Audrey Hanson

6-1, 6-2
Doubles

County Con-

a sweep over
Litchfield.

At No. 3 doubles, the Drag-

Tigers’

ons’ Sophie Stilwell and Kai-
tlyn Palmer came back from
a first-set loss to beat the
Jolynn Hauan and
Morgan Briggman, 3-6, 6-4,

Litchfield
eight-team invitational at 9
a.m. Saturday. Teams com-
include: Annandale,
Benson/Kerkhoven-Mur-
dock-Sunburg,
Delano, Owatonna, St. Peter
and Staples-Motley.

(1) Britney Prahl/Lauren Erickson, L, def Erica
Eckhart/Lauren Nelson 6-2, 6-0 ... (2) Taylor Drae-
ger/Olivia Olson, L, def Avery Watzke/Stella Dock-
en 6-3, 6-0 ... (3) Sophie Stilwell/Kaitlyn Palmer, L,
def Jolynn Hauan/Morgan Briggman 3-6, 6-4, 6-4

LQPV/D-B 6,

Sauk Centre 1
Lac qui Parle Valley/Daw-
son-Boyd captured the West

Central
from Sauk Centre at Madison.
LQPV’s toughest victory
came at No. 1 doubles. Senior
Sarah Halvorson and junior
Claire Lowry defeated Gaby
Dickson and Julia Marthaler
6-3, 6-7 (5), 10-7.
The Mainstreeters’

is host to an

Crookston,

Conference meet

Hai-

ley Hokanson beat Katelyn

Wittnebel at No. 1 singles,
6-4, 5-7, 10-7.
LQPV/D-B is host to New

London-Spicer at 4:30 p.m.

Monday in Madison.

Singles

(1) Hailey Hokanson, SC, def. Katelyn Wittnebel
6-4, 5-7, 10-7 ... (2) Maddie Matthies, LQPV, def.
Addy Hoffman 6-0, 6-0 ... (3) Hannah Oie, LQPV,

def. Lydia Peterson 6-4, 6-2 ... (4) Sadie Hacker,

LQPV, def. Sam Sabrowsky 6-4, 6-1.
Doubles

(1) Sarah Halvorson/Claire Lowry, LQPV, Gaby

Dickinson/Julia Marthaler 6-3, 6-7 (5), 10-7 ... (2)
Kayla Jahn/kali Boumann, LQPV, def. Ellen Rick/
Emma Klaphake 6-2, 6-0 ... (3) Elsie Wiebe/Taylen
Jorgenson, LQPV, def. Mischelle Straub/Amber
Groetsch 6-0, 6-0

A\ 4
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(Mize 7-8), 6:10 p.m.

Chi. White Sox (Cease 12-7) at Cleveland
(Bieber 7-4), 6:10 p.m.

NY Yankees (Cole 15-8) at Boston
(Eovaldi 10-8), 6:10 p.m.

Toronto (Berrios 5-3) at Minnesota (Ober
2-3), 7:10 p.m.

Seattle (Gilbert 6-5) at LA Angels, 8:38

p.m.
Houston at Oakland (Montas 12-9), 8:40

p.m.

Saturday’s Games

Houston at Oakland (Manaea 10-10),
3:07 p.m.

NY Yankees (Cortes Jr. 2-2) at Boston
(Pivetta 9-7), 3:10 p.m.

Kansas City (Heasley 0-1) at Detroit
(Skubal 8-12), 5:10 p.m.

Texas (Lyles 9-12) at Baltimore (Means
6-7), 6:05 p.m.

Toronto (Ray 12-6) at Minnesota, 6:10

p.m.

Chi. White Sox (Lynn 10-5) at Cleveland
(Morgan 3-7), 6:15 p.m.

Seattle at LA Angels, 8:07 p.m.

National League

Wednesday’s Results

Pittsburgh (Overton 0-0) at Cincinnati
(Castillo 8-16), PPD

Washington 7, Miami 5

St. Louis 10, Milwaukee 2

Colorado 10, LA Dodgers 5

Atlanta 9, Arizona 2

San Francisco 8, San Diego 6

Thursday’s Results

St. Louis 8, Milwaukee 5

LA Dodgers 7, Colorado 5, 10 innings

Arizona 6, Atlanta 4

San Diego 7, San Francisco 6, 10 innings

Washington 3, Cincinnati 2

Philadelphia 12, Pittsburgh 6

Friday’s Games

St. Louis (Happ 4-2) at Chi. Cubs (Steele
3-3), 1:20 p.m.

Pittsburgh at Philadelphia (Gibson 4-5),
6:05 p.m.

Washington (Espino 5-5) at Cincinnati
(Gray 7-8), 6:10 p.m.

St. Louis (Flaherty 9-2) at Chi. Cubs
(Davies 6-11), 7:05 p.m.

San Francisco (Wood 10-4) at Colorado
(Lambert 0-0), 7:10 p.m.

NY Mets (Megill 3-5) at Milwaukee (Lauer
6-5), 7:10 p.m.

LA Dodgers (Gonsolin 3-1) at Arizona
(Castellanos 2-1), 8:40 p.m.

Atlanta (Fried 12-7) at San Diego, 9:10
p.m.

Saturday’s Games

St. Louis (Lester 4-1) at Chi. Cubs
(Sampson 1-2), 1:20 p.m.

Pittsburgh (Crowe 4-7) at Philadelphia
(Suarez 6-5), 3:05 p.m.

NY Mets (Hill 0-3) at Milwaukee (Lauer
6-5), 6:10 p.m.

Washington (Fedde 7-9) at Cincinnati
(Gutierrez 9-6), 6:10 p.m.

Atlanta at San Diego, 6:15 p.m.

LA Dodgers (Kershaw 10-7) at Arizona,
7:10 p.m.

San Francisco at Colorado, 7:10 p.m.

Interleague

Wednesday’s Results

Philadelphia 4, Baltimore 3

Boston 12, NY Mets 5

Minnesota 5, Chi. Cubs 4

Friday’s Games

Miami (Cabrera 0-2) at Tampa Bay, 6:10
p.m.

Saturday’s Games

Miami (Alcantara 9-13) at Tampa Bay
(McClanahan 9-6), 5:10 p.m.

SPORTS ON TV

Friday Sept. 24
Auto racing:

NHRA drag racing, 6 p.m., FS1
NASCAR: Camping World Truck Series, 8

p.m., FS1
Baseball:

MLB: St. Louis at Chicago Cubs, 1 p.m.,

ESPN

MLB baseball, 6 p.m. and 9 p.m., ESPN
MLB: Toronto at Minnesota, 7 p.m., BSN

Curling:

U.S international competition, 10 p.m.,

NBSCN
Football:

College football: Wake Forest at Virginia,

6:30 p.m., ESPN2

CFL football: Saskatchewan at BC Lions,

9:30 p.m., ESPN2
Golf:

Ryder Cup: Day 1, 7 a.m., GOLF

Volleyball:

College volleyball: Ohio State at Purdue, 6

p.m., BTN

College volleyball: Michigan at Minnesota, 8

AL leaders

BATTING

Batter, G AB R HAVG
Guerrero Jr., TOR 154 569120 183 .322

Gurriel, HOU 136 507 80161.318
Brantley, HOU 117 454 68143 .315
Anderson, CHW 117 494 90151 .306
Bogaerts, BOS 138 497 86 151.304
Lopez, KC 142 461 73140 .304
Hernandez, TOR 136 515 88156 .303
Mullins, BAL 154 573 88172 .300
Tucker, HOU 132 475 78140 .295
Bichette, TOR 152 604 113176 .291
HOME RUNS

Guerrero Jr., TOR, 46; Perez, KC, 46;
Ohtani, LAA, 45; Semien, TOR, 41;
Gallo, TEX/NYY, 38; Olson, OAK, 38;
Judge, NYY, 36; Haniger, SEA, 35;
Ramirez, CLE, 35; Seager, SEA, 35.
RUNS BATTED IN

Perez, KC, 115; Abreu, CHW, 113;
Hernandez, TOR, 110; Devers, BOS,
107; Guerrero Jr., TOR, 105; Olson,
OAK, 105; Meadows, TB, 103; Alvarez,
HOU, 101; Seager, SEA, 100; Bichette,
TOR, 98.

PITCHING

Cole, NYY, 15-8; Flexen, SEA, 13-6;
Matz, TOR, 13-7; Ryu, TOR, 13-9; Bas-
sitt, OAK, 12-4; McCullers Jr., HOU,
12-4; Rodon, CHW, 12-5; Ray, TOR,
12-6; Cease, CHW, 12-7; Berrios, MIN/
TOR, 12-8.

NL leaders

BATTING

Batter, G AB R HAVG
Soto, WAS 144474106 154 .325
Turner, WAS/LAD 140558 95 179 .321
Harper, PHI 136458 96 142 .310
Castellanos, CIN 132505 88 155 .307
Frazier, PIT/SD 147545 79 167 .306
Winker, CIN 111423 77 129 .305
Freeman, ATL 155570117 172 .302
Riley, ATL 155552 86 166 .301

College football
College football
California, 9:30
Golf:

, 9:15 p.m., ESPN2
: Oregon State at Southern
p.m., FS1

Ryder Cup: Day 2, 7 a.m., GOLF

Ryder Cup: Day 2, 8 a.m., NBC
LPGA: Walmart NW Arkansas Champion-

ship, noon, GOLF

PGA Tour Champions Golf: Pure Insurance

Championship,
Racing:

3 p.m., GOLF

Formula One: Russian Grand Prix, 6:55 a.m.,

ESPN2

IndyCar: Long Beach qualifying, 2 p.m.,

NBCSN

IMSA WeatherTech Sports Car Champion-

ship, 4 p.m., NBCSN

302, 6:30 p.m.,
Soccer:

NASCAR XFINITY series: Alsco Uniforms

NBCSN

Premier League soccer: Chelsea vs. Man-

chester City, 6:25 a.m., NBCSN

Premier League soccer, 8:55 a.m., NBCSN

Premier League soccer: Brentdord vs. Liver-

pool, 11:25 a.m
Crawford, S 130449 71134 .298
Segura, PHI 128491 75146 297
HOME RUNS

Tatis Jr., SD, 40; Duvall, MIA/ATL, 37;
Alonso, NYM, 35; Muncy, LAD, 35; Are-
nado, STL, 33; Harper, PHI, 33; Votto,
CIN, 33; Riley, ATL, 32; Baez, CHC/
NYM, 31; Freeman, ATL, 31.

RUNS BATTED IN

Duvall, MIA/ATL, 109; Arenado, STL,
103; Albies, ATL, 101; Riley, ATL, 97;
Machado, SD, 96; Goldschmidt, STL,
94; Tatis Jr., SD, 94; Aguilar, MIA, 93;
Soto, WAS, 92; Votto, CIN, 92.

PITCHING
Urias, LAD, 18-3; Wainwright, STL,
16-7; Scherzer, WAS/LAD, 15-4;

Buehler, LAD, 14-4; Gausman, SF,
14-6; Hendricks, CHC, 14-7; Wheeler,
PHI, 14-9; Morton, ATL, 13-6; Suter,
MIL, 12-5; Mahle, CIN, 12-6.

Thursday’s results
Minnesota 7, Toronto 2

TOR ab r hbi MIN ab r hbi
Springrdh 5 0 0 0 Buxtoncf 4120
Semien2b 5 0 2 0 Polanco 2b41 1 1
Gurrrdr1b 5 0 1 0 Dnldsn 36310 0
Bichtt ss 5010 Garverc 4131
Hrmandzrf 4 2 2 1 Keplerrf 200 0
Gurrlrif 2 01 1 ArraezIf 201 1
Dckrsonlf 1010 Cavepr 0000
Grichukcf 4 010 Sano1b 3010
Valera3b 2 0 1 0 Rookerdh321 0
Kirk ph 0000 GordonIf 413 4
Smithpr 0 0 0 0 Simmons ss40 1 0
Jansenc 3010

Totals 36 211 2 Totals 337137
Toronto 010 100 000 — 2
Minnesota 002 040 10x — 7

E—Hatch 1, Vincent 1. LOB—Minne-
sota 8, Toronto 11. 2B—Buxton (18),
Garver (14), Gurriel Jr. (28), T.Hernandez

., NBCSN

(28), Rooker (10).
T.Hernandez (30).
IPHR ER BB SO

HR—Gordon (4),

Toronto

Matz 372 2 2 6
HatchL,0-1 1231 3 3 3 1
Merryweather 11-32 1 1 0 1
Borucki 131 1 0 0
Cimber 100 0 1 1
Minnesota

PinedaW,8-85 82 2 1 2
Vincent 110 0 1 0
Thielbar 110 0 0 1
Farrell 231 0 0 2 O
R.GarzaS,1 1130 0 0 0 1

Inherited runners-scored—Merryweather
2-2, R.Garza 3-0. WP—Merryweather (2).
Umpires—Home, Scott Barry; First, Dan
lassogna; Second, Roberto Ortiz; Third,
Jeremie Rehak.

T—3:34. A—15,509 (42,035)

FOOTBALL
A 4
Professional
NFL
American Football Conference
East
WL T Pct PF PA
Buffalo 11 0 .500 51 23
New England 11 0 .500 41 23
Miami 11 0 .500 17 51
N.Y. Jets 02 0 .000 20 44
South
WL T Pct PF PA
Tennessee 11 0 500 46 68
Houston 12 0 333 67 76
Jacksonville 02 0 .000 34 60
Indianapolis 02 0 .000 40 55
North
WL T Pct PF PA
Cleveland 11 0 .500 60 54

Las Vegas at L.A. Chargers, 7:15 p.m.

College
Big Ten Conference
East Division

Conf All PF PA
Maryland 1-0 3-0 112 41
Michigan St. 1-0 3-0 118 52
Penn St. 1-0 3-0 88 43
Ohio St. 1-0 21 114 86
Michigan 0-0 3-0 141 34
Rutgers 0-0 3-0 123 34
Indiana 0-1 1-2 86 86

West Division

Conf All PF PA
lowa 1-0 3-0 91 30
lllinois 1-1 13 91 121
Minnesota 0-1 21 92 7
Purdue 0-0 21 92 48
Nebraska 0-1 22 118 63
Wisconsin 0-1 11 44 23
Northwestern ~ 0-1 1-2 68 74

Saturday’s Games

EAST

Wagner at Temple

Miami (Ohio) at Army

Missouri at Boston College

New Hampshire at Pittsburgh

Richmond at Virginia Tech

Villanova at Penn State

Wyoming at Connecticut

Kent State at Maryland

Buffalo at Old Dominion

SOUTH

Louisiana State at Mississippi State

Georgia at Vanderbilt

Southern Methodist at Texas Christian

Texas Tech at Texas

Central Conn. St. at Miami

Texas-San Antonio at Memphis

Louisville at Florida State

Clemson at NC State

lowa State at Baylor

Georgia St. at Auburn

Kansas at Duke

Charleston Southern at East Carolina

UL Lafayette at Georgia Southern

Texas Southern at Rice

Tennessee at Florida

Kentucky at South Carolina

North Texas at Louisiana Tech

Navy at Houston

North Carolina vs. Georgia Tech, at
Atlanta, GA

UAB at Tulane

Troy at UL Monroe

New Mexico at Texas El Paso

MIDWEST

Bowling Green at Minnesota

Florida International at Central Michigan

Ohio at Northwestern

Notre Dame vs. Wisconsin, at Chicago, IL

San Jose State at Western Michigan

Toledo at Ball State

Texas State at Eastern Michigan

Maine at Northern lllinois

Texas A&M vs. Arkansas, at Arlington, TX

lllinois at Purdue

Colorado State at lowa

Rutgers at Michigan

Arkansas St. at Tulsa

Nebraska at Michigan State

Kansas State at Oklahoma State

Southern Miss at Alabama

Akron at Ohio State

West Virginia at Oklahoma

Indiana at Western Kentucky

WEST

Boise State at Utah State

Massachusetts at Coastal Carolina

Washington State at Utah

Towson at San Diego State

UCLA at Stanford

Hawaii at New Mexico State

6
Vancouver FC 7 8 9 30 30 34
9

San Jose 79 30 32 38
FC Dallas 611 9 27 38 43
Houston 51011 26 31 39
Austin FC 516 4 19 25 40

NOTE: Three points for victory, one point
for draw.

Wednesday’s Games

Nashville SC 5, Inter Miami CF 1

New England Revolution 3, Chicago Fire
2

New York City FC 1, New York Red
Bulls 1

Saturday’s Games

Atlanta United FC at Philadelphia Union,
2:30 p.m.

Orlando City SC at New England Revolu-
tion, 6 p.m.

CF MontrA®@al at Columbus Crew SC,
6:30 p.m.

FC Cincinnati at D.C. United, 6:30 p.m.

Houston Dynamo at Minnesota United
FC, 7 p.m.

Toronto FC at Colorado Rapids, 7 p.m.

New York Red Bulls at New York City
FC, 7 p.m.

Los Angeles FC at San Jose Earth-
quakes, 9 p.m.

FC Dallas at Vancouver Whitecaps FC,
9 p.m.

Real Salt Lake at Portland Timbers, 9:30
p.m.

TRANSACTIONS
A 4
Thursday
Baseball

American League

Baltimore Orioles - Optioned RHP Manuel
Barreda to Norfolk (AAA-East).

Boston Red Sox - Designated RHP Yack-
sel Rios and RHP Geoff Hartlieb for
assignment. Optioned SS Jonathan
Arauz and CF Jarren Duran to Worces-
ter (AAA-East).

Chicago White Sox - Activated LF Andrew
Vaughn from the 10-day IL. Optioned
LHP Jace Fry to Charlotte (AAA-East).
Recalled RHP Matt Foster from Char-
lotte (AAA-East).

Cleveland Indians - Recalled RHP Jean
Carlos Mejia from Columbus (AAA-
East).

Houston Astros - Activated RHP Ryne
Stanek from the paternity list. Optioned
RHP Josh James to Sugar Land (AAA-
West).

Los Angeles Angels - Optioned LHP
Reid Detmers to Salt Lake (AAA-West),
assigned him to the minor leagues.
Optioned LHP Sam Selman, RHP
Jose Marte to Salt Lake (AAA-West).
Recalled RHP James Hoyt from Salt
Lake (AAA-West). Selected the contract
of RHP AJ Ramos from Salt Lake (AAA-
West). Signed RHP Jake Petricka to a
minor league contract. Transferred RHP
Dylan Bundy and LF Justin Upton from
the 10-day IL to the 60-day IL.

New York Yankees - Outrighted CF Este-
van Florial to Scranton/Wilkes-Barre
(AAA-East).

Oakland Athletics - Activated RHP Chris
Bassitt from the 10-day IL. Placed LHP
Sam Moll on the paternity list.

Tampa Bay Rays - Sent SS Wander
Franco on a rehab assignment to Dur-
ham (AAA-East).
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Twins deal Jays costly defeat in wild-card race

Field Level Media

Rookie Nick Gordon
hit a three-run homer
to highlight a four-run
fifth inning and lead
the Minnesota Twins to
a 7-2 victory over the
Toronto Blue Jays in the
opener of their four-
game series on Thursday
night in Minneapolis.

Toronto (85-68) took
its third consecutive
loss and fell a full game
behind the idle New
York Yankees for the
second American League
wild-card spot. The Blue
Jays, who host the Yan-
kees in a three-game
series next week, are
one-game ahead of the
Seattle Mariners (84-
69) which completed a
four-game sweep of the
Oakland A’s earlier on
Thursday.

Gordon finished

3-for-4 with four RBIs,
his fourth career three-
hit game and second in
the past three games.
Mitch  Garver went
3-for-4 with a double,
a run and an RBI, and
Byron Buxton doubled
and had two hits and a
walk for Minnesota (68-
85), which won its third
straight game.

Michael Pineda (8-8)
picked up the win,
defeating the Blue Jays
for the second time in
the span of seven days.
Pineda allowed two runs
on eight hits over five
innings. He struck out
two and walked one.

Ralph Garza Jr. got
George Springer to line
out on a comebacker
with the bases loaded in
the eighth and picked up
his first career save with
11/3 scoreless innings of

Jordan Johnson / USA Today Sports
Minnesota Twins center fielder Byron Buxton (25)
slides into third base during the first inning Thursday
against the Toronto Blue Jays at Target Field in
Minneapolis.

relief.

Teoscar Hernandez
homered, doubled and
scored twice and Marcus
Semien had two hits for
Toronto, which fell for
the third time in its past

four games. Thomas
Hatch (0-1), who left the
game with a right ham-
string injury, took the
loss allowing three runs
on one hit and three
walks over 1 2/3 innings.

Toronto took a 1-0
lead in the second
inning when Hernandez
led off with a double and
scored on a double into
the left-center-field gap
by Lourdes Gurriel Jr.

Minnesota took a 2-1
lead in the third. Buxton
led off with a double and
scored on Jorge Polan-
co’s single. Polanco
advanced to second on a
walk to Josh Donaldson
and then scored on a
Garver single.

The Blue Jays tied it
2-2 in the fourth when
Hernandez led off with
his 30th homer of the
season, a 363-foot drive
down the left field line.

The Twins then took a
6-2 lead in the fifth.

Donaldson led off with
a walk and advanced to
third on Garver’s dou-
ble to left-center. Luis

Arraez drove in Donald-
son with a groundout to
second to give Minne-
sota a 3-2 lead.

After Miguel Sano
struck out, Brent Rook-
er walked with Hatch
then departing due to
his injury. Gordon then
hit his fourth home
run of the season, off
Julian Merryweather, a
394-foot drive into the
plaza behind the right
field bleachers to make
it 6-2.

The Twins extended
the lead to 7-2 in the
seventh on Gordon’s RBI
single, driving in Rook-
er, who had doubled.

Gurriel exited in the
fifth inning after his
right hand was stepped
on during a play in the
outfield. He received
two stitches, but X-rays
were negative.

Garver ponders future with Twins’ direction uncertain

By Betsy Helfand
St. Paul Pioneer Press

Mitch Garver could see
it coming in May — he
had seen it before in 2018
and sensed it could hap-
pen again: if the Min-
nesota Twins didn’t turn
things around quick-
ly, the team would be
picked apart at the trade
deadline.

Indeed, that’s what
happened in late July.
Nelson Cruz was shipped
out. José Berrios, J.A.
Happ and Hansel Robles
followed.

As the Twins plot
their course moving for-
ward, the catcher won-
ders often about his own
future. He won’t be a
free agent until after
the 2024 season and
with the Twins’ direc-
tion uncertain — at least
publicly — could he be
dealt next?

“l think about it every
night,” Garver said.
“But, it’s hard to keep
those thoughts aside
because | still have a job
to do. I have a big off-
season in front of me
with my family, and we
want to enjoy every part

of that. Can’t look too
far into the future. But
yes, it could go differ-
ent ways. We don’t real-
ly know exactly what’s
going to happen.”

Garver’s 2021 season
has been, as he put it,
“wrecked” by injuries.
Garver took a foul tip
to the groin on June 1.
It required emergency
surgery and the catcher
didn’t return until July
19. The 30-year-old
catcher returned to the
injured list on Aug. 27
with low back tightness,
which kept him out of
action until Tuesday.

All told, he has played
in just 63 games this
season.

“At least from the
opportunities that |
had, | think | did a lot
of them,” Garver said.
“The time | was healthy,
I think | produced pret-
ty well. 1 was able to
perform at the level |
wanted.”

He just wasn’t healthy
as often as he would
have liked to be.

Garver, rebounding
from a truncated 2020
season in which he dealt

with an injury and only
played in 23 games,
entered Thursday hit-
ting .251 with a .358
on-base percentage and
.529 slugging percent-
age, spending parts of
the season looking much
like the guy who won a
Silver Slugger Award in
2019.

“Statistically he’s
probably one of the
best offensive catchers
in the game when he’s
healthy,”” third baseman
Josh Donaldson said. “
... A lot of teams don’t
get a lot of production
from that position, and
he’s one of those spots to
where we normally feel
like we have an advan-
tage from the offensive
side when he’s in the
game.”

Catcher Ryan Jeffers is
both younger and under
club control for longer
than Garver. The Twins
entered this season
planning on splitting
playing time between the
two about 50-50. Under
that arrangement, both
of their numbers suf-
fered at the beginning of
the year before the club

Suggs would have been
two-sport Gopher, If
Pitino recruited him harder

By Andy Greder
St. Paul Pioneer Press

Jalen Suggs was on the verge of
becoming a two-sport athlete for
the Gophers, the West St. Paul native
revealed on the ““‘Road Trippin’ ”” pod-
cast this week.

Suggs, a four-star quarterback at
Minnehaha Academy, had a good rela-
tionship with Minnesota football coach
P.J. Fleck in the recruiting process,
but the five-star point guard said he
didn’t get a strong enough vibe from
former Minnesota men’s basketball
coach Richard Pitino.

“So, sophomore year going into
junior year, I am ready to commit
to Minnesota,” Suggs said. “I’'m like
ready to go. I'm ready to do both
sports. I’'ll play with P.J. The basket-
ball — I’ll do it. I just need a little bit.
I need a little more from the basketball
side.”

Former NBA player Richard Jeffer-
son, one of the podcast’s hosts, then
asks, “What do you mean? You need
more attention?”

“l didn’t care about that. ... They
didn’t come to recruit,” said Suggs,
the first Minnesota high school player
to be named Mr. Football and Mr.
Basketball in the same year. “They
didn’t come to many games. Like, they
weren’t at practice.”

In the video of the podcast, Jeffer-
son’s reaction goes from wide-eyed to
seemingly confused — perhaps like a
lot of Gopher fans while reading this.

“When you (live) that close, and
especially I never really had too much
interaction with Pitino,” said Suggs,
who signed with Gonzaga instead and
led the Bulldogs to the NCAA champi-
onship game in April in his one season
of college basketball. ““He’s cool, the
times we did talk. He’s good people,
but I wish if he would have just came a
little more, showed interest and like he
actually wanted me to be there. Then it
would have been easy and | would have

chopped it up and committed late my
junior year to ... Minnesota.”

Rochester’s Matthew Hurt shared a
similar story to the St. Paul Pioneer
Press a few years ago — Pitino not
showing enough interest. But there
has to be more to the story both for
Suggs and Hurt, who went to Duke.
How could a Big Ten coach not want
premier talent, especially the in-state
variety?

Yet once Suggs’ interview made the
rounds on Twitter, other Minnesotans
added their desires to stay home in
follow-up tweets, including Champlin
Park’s McKinley Wright, who went to
Colorado and is now with the Timber-
wolves, and DeLaSalle’s Tyrell Terry,
who played Stanford and is now a
member of the Dallas Mavericks.

But there was enough of a discon-
nect between Pitino and recruiting
players from the state of Minnesota for
Gophers Athletics Director Mark Coyle
to cite in-state recruiting as one of
the reasons he fired Pitino last spring.
New coach Ben Johnson recruited top
in-state guard Tre Holloman, but the
Cretin-Derham Hall product already
had established a connection with Tom
I1zzo, and that led Holloman to Michi-
gan State. Since his hiring last spring,
Johnson has received commitments
from a few in-state players.

Suggs, of course, ended up at Gon-
zaga, where 6-foot-4, 205-pound
player had a stellar freshman season
in 2020-21. He banked-in a 3-pointer
to prope the Zags to an overtime win
in the national semifinal, before Baylor
ended their perfect season in the title
game.

After his award-filled freshman
year, the Orlando Magic selected Suggs
fifth overall in the NBA Draft. So even
if he would have stayed home in Din-
kytown, it likely would have been
short-lived.

Yet given his immense talent, it’s
hard not to think about what might
have been.

eventually sent Jeffers to
Triple-A.

How the Twins plan
to move forward with
the catching position
remains to be seen. As
does their direction in
general after shipping
their best starting pitch-
er, Berrios, to Toronto.

“You never really
know what the orga-
nization is thinking,”
Garver said. ““You saw it
in ’18, they traded away
some homegrown guys
that had been a staple
in the lineup for a long
time. And you saw what
we did in 19 when we
turned it around, won
100 games with the line-
up that we have, added a
few pieces and we were
a really good team. Who
knows what could hap-
pen?”’

Berrios returns
During the season,

Berrios only allows him-
self a cheat day two days
after he starts. So he’s
planning ahead.

Berrios said Thursday
he has already ordered
food for his new Blue
Jays teammates for Sun-
day to try to ““give (them)
something special from
Minnesota.”” Berrios will
start against the Twins
at Target Field on Fri-
day, the second time
he will face his former
teammates in less than
a week. Last time out, he
gave up three runs in 6
2/3 innings in Toronto.

Before the series
opener on Thursday, the
Twins played a video
tribute to commemorate
his time with the orga-
nization, which included
a 55-43 record over six
seasons and two All-Star
Game selections.

“l walked this morn-
ing from the hotel to the

ballpark,” Berrios said.
“The ballpark from the
other side, it’s crazy.
It’s crazy. | talked to my
family — I’'m going to
enjoy this weekend here,
obviously, and try to
have fun with my guys
again.”

Briefly
Blue Jays manag-
er Charlie Montoyo

received a one-game
suspension after MLB
determined reliever
Ryan Borucki intention-
ally hit Rays outfielder
Kevin Kiermaier with a
pitch Wednesday. Mon-
toyo served that suspen-
sion on Thursday night
against the Twins.
Manager Rocco Baldel-
li said the Twins are
pleased with how John
Gant (abdominal strain)
has progressed and they
hope to get him back
before the season ends.
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A must-see Fabulous Armadillos production!

The revolutionary music of the 60's and early 70's served as a
touchstone-to-home for the American troops of the Vietnam War. Join
the FABULOUS ARMADILLOS and special guests as they present the
contributions of Jimi Hendrix, Creedence Clearwater Revival, Santana,
Janis Joplin, The Animals, Bob Dylan, Crosby Stills Nash & Young and

Thursday, October 14th, 7:30 PM
WILLMAR EDUCATION & ARTS CENTER

Tickets are $30 each and can be purchased online at
https://our.show/whats-going-on
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VOLLEYBALL
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“This group just con-
tinues to work hard
every day and have a
great attitude and |
think we’re on the
right track to do some
amazing things in the
future,” Palmer said.

Both teams play Ben-
son in their next match.
Montevideo plays host
to Benson on Tuesday.
Minnesota plays Mon-
day at Benson.

West Central

Montevideo 3,
Minnewaska O

Minnewaska (0-10-1) 13 9 21

Montevideo (7-6) 25 25 25

Minnewaska

Serving (aces): Avery Fier 1, Brooklyn
Larson 1, Amanda Lohre 1 ... Set as-
sists: Haley Shea 18, Larson 1 ... Hitting
(kills): Dreya Barsness 6, Addy Kath 3,
Miaya Guggisberg 2, Fier 2, Larson 10
... Blocking (aces): none ... Digs (5 or
more): Barsness 9, Fier 11, larson 5

Montevideo

Serving (aces): Teagan Epema 2, Kiya
Blom 2, Callie Augeson 1 ... Set assists:
Maren Nelson 1, Tenley Epema 20, Alys-
sa Sachs 1, Avery Koenen 2, Addie Olson
1, Emmie Koenen 1 ... Hitting (kills): Av-
ery Williams 2, Kiya Blom 1, Ten. Epema
2, Sachs 1, A. Koenen 19, E. Koenen 2
... Blocking (aces): Blom 1, A. Koenen
5, E. Koenen 2 ... Digs (5 or more): Tea.
Epema 10, Ten. Epema 10, A. Koenen 17

Sauk Centre 3,
BOLD O

The two top teams in
the West Central Con-
ference squared off in
Olivia. Ultimately, Sauk
Centre stayed unbeaten
in the conference with a
sweep over BOLD.

Sauk Centre, ranked
10th in Class AA, got
eight kills from Tory
Jennissen, 16 assists
from Abby Meyer and 12
digs from Lisa Weir.

Delaney Tersteeg
led the Warriors in set
assists (18) and digs
(10). Caylee Weber had a
team-high 12 kills along
with two ace serves.
Leslie Snow came
through with nine Kills
and eight digs.

BOLD’s next match is
against Morris/Chokio-
Alberta next Thursday,
Sept. 30 in Olivia. Sauk
Centre’s next match is
Tuesday against Morris/

Chokio-Alberta at Sauk

Centre.
Sauk Centre (14-1) 25 25 25
BOLD (13-3) 21 21 20

Sauk Centre

Serving (aces): Abby Meyer 2, Maddie
Nelson 2 ... Set assists: Meyer 16, Ella
Froseth 8 ... Hitting (kills): Tory Jennis-
sen 8, Cierra Kortan 6, Emma Kittleson 6
... Blocking (aces): Jennissen 2, Jenna
Gapinski-Vogt 2 ... Digs (5 or more): Lisa
Weir 12, Nelson 11

BOLD

Serving (aces): Caylee Weber 2, Del-
aney Tersteeg 1 ... Set assists: Tersteeg
18, Anna Moorse 15 ... Hitting (kills):
Weber 12, Leslie Snow 9, Mari Ryberg 5
... Blocking (aces): Abby Meyers 2, Ry-
berg 2 ... Digs (5 or more): Tersteeg 10,
Lidia Plass 8, Snow 8, Weber 7, Ryberg 7

Melrose 3, Benson O

Melrose took the road
victory 25-22, 25-14,
25-20 at Benson.

For the Braves, Lilly
Slaughter had eight Kills
and eight digs and Ady-
sen Himley had 18 set
assists on 78-for-83
setting. Elle Krusemark
had two service aces on
10-for-11 serving.

Benson is host to
Minnewaska on Monday
for its next match.

Melrose (6-5) 25 25 25
Benson (3-12) 22 14 20
Melrose

Stats not available

Benson

Serving (aces): Libby McGeary 1,
LaKeasha Bartz 1, Emma Krusemark 1,
Elle Krusemark 2 ... Set assists: Ady-
sen Himley 18, Bartz 1 ... Hitting (kills):
Torie Andrews 2, El. Krusemark 5, Isa-
bella Wolter 2, Lilly Slaughter 8, Kyra
Gronseth 2 ... Blocking (aces): Himley
1... Digs (5 or more): McGeary 13, Him-
ley 6, Em. Krusemark 7, El. Krusemark
14, Slaughter 8

Central Lakes
Willmar 3, Apollo 0

Willmar finished
off the week with a
straight-set victory over
Central Lakes Confer-
ence foe St. Cloud Apollo
at Willmar High School.

The Cardinals went
into the match as the
only team in the CLC
with an unbeaten record
at 6-0. Apollo was 0-6.

Sydney  Schnichels
was Willmar’s top hitter
with 11 kills, followed
by seven Kills apiece by
Mackenzie Knofczynski,
Marissa Rosen and Bella
Mulder. Rosen also had
a team-high nine digs.
Hannah Stark found the
open spots on the floor
to the tune of five ace
serves.

Willmar next plays at
7 p.m. Tuesday at Sar-
tell.

St. Cloud Apollo (0-8)

Willmar (10-3)

St. Cloud Apollo

Stats not available

Willmar

Serving (aces): Hannah Stark 5, Mack-
enzie Knofczynski 3, Marissa Rosen 3,
Lydia Larson 2, Bella Mulder 2, Sydney
Schnichels 1 ... Set assists: Larson
28, Knofczynski 1 ... Hitting (kills):
Schnichels 11, Knofczynski 7, Mulder 7,
Rosen 7, Larson 1 ... Blocking (aces):
Knofczynski 2 ... Digs (5 or more):
Rosen 9, Stark 5

Wright County
Rockford 3, NLS O

Rockford improved
to 9-1 with the 25-15,
25-10, 25-14 victory
over New London-Spic-
er at Rockford.

New London-Spicer
plays at 9 a.m. Saturday
at the Parkers Prairie

Invitational.

NLS (3-7) 15 10 14

Rockford (9-1) 25 25 25

New London-Spicer

Serving (aces): Dakota Rich 1 ... Set
assists: Kendra Gerhardson 7, Ava
Hauer 4 ... Hitting (kills): Gerhardson
3, Avery Rich 2, Ellary Peterson 2, Grace
Truscinski 2, Olivia Mages 2, D. Rich 1 ...
Blocking (aces): Peterson 2 ... Digs (5
or more): A. Rich 5, Gerhardson 5

Rockford

Stats not available

HLWW 3,
Litchfield O

Howard Lake-Waver-
ly-Winsted cruised to
the 25-19, 25-17, 25-14
victory at Litchfield.

Greta Hansen had 10
kills and Olivia Hol-
mgren added 19 set
assists for the Dragons,
who got 18 digs from
Addi Marquardt.

Litchfield plays in a
large tournament at
the Midwest Volleyball
Warehouse in Burns-
ville. The Dragons play
at 8 a.m. against South-

west Christian.

HLWW (10-5) 25 25 25

Litchfield (5-7) 19 17 14

Howard Lake-Waverly-Winsted

Stats not available

Litchfield

Serving (aces): Olivia Holmgren 1, Ka-
ity Kusler 1 ... Set assists: Holmgren
19, Ciarra Resmen 3, Greta Hansen 2 ...
Hitting (kills): Hansen 10, Kusler 5, Izzy
Pennertz 4, Anna Sorgatz 3, Resmen 2,
Addi Marquardt 1 ... Blocking (aces):
Hansen 4, Pennertz 1 ... Digs (5 or
more): Marquardt 18, Holmgren 8, Res-
men 7, Grace Braaten 7, Hansen 7

9 10 14
25 25 25

Camden
CMCS 3, Lakeview O

On a night when Cen-
tral Minnesota Christian
head coach Jill Haan
celebrated her birthday,
the Bluejays earned a
sweep over Lakeview at
Prinsburg.

“It was good,” Haan
said of the victory.
“It was another great
atmosphere at home.”

The crowd sang happy
birthday to Haan as
Mollie Mulder ham-
mered home 19 Kills and
Coco Duininck contrib-
uted 36 set assists. Syd-
ney Damhof had 12 digs
for the Bluejays.

CMCS is host to Han-
cock at 7 p.m. Monday
in Prinsburg.

Lakeview (2-9) 20 12 11
CMCS (7-4) 25 25 25
Lakeview

Stats not available

Central Minnesota Christian

Serving (aces): Maike Duininck 2, C.C.
Roiseland 1, Carrie Mulder 1 ... Set as-
sists: Coco Duininck 36, Ava Schneider-
man 1 ... Hitting (kills): Mollie Mulder
19, M. Duininck 9, Lilly Mellema 5, C.
Mulder 5, Lauren Taatjes 2, C. Duininck
2, Cora Watson 1 ... Blocking (aces):
C. Duininck 2, M. Duininck 2, M. Mulder
1 ... Digs (5 or more): Sydney Damhof
12, M. Mulder 9, Roiseland 7, Taatjes 6,
C. Duininck 5

Minneota 3,
Dawson-Boyd 0

Minneota knocked
off Dawson-Boyd 25-8,
25-8, 25-13 at Dawson.

Chelsie Husby had
two service aces, 13 set
assists and two blocks
to lead Dawson-Boyd

The Blackjacks play
host to Kerkhoven-
Murdock-Sunburg at
7:30 p.m. Tuesday in

Dawson.
Minneota (10-2)
Dawson-Boyd (2-8)
Minneota
Stats not available
Dawson-Boyd
Serving (aces): Chelsie Husby 2 ... Set

assists: Husby 13, Alivia Haas 1, Kate

Dahl 1 ... Hitting (kills): Reese Johnson

3, Husby 1, Ayiana Hastad 3, Bailey Bot-

hun 2, Kate Dahl 4, Hayley Anderson 3 ...

Blocking (aces): Husby 2 ... Digs (5 or

more): Johnson 5, Hastad 9, Dahl 6

TMB 3, LQPV 0

Tracy-Milroy-Balaton
beat Lac qui Parle Valley
25-14, 25-23,2 5-17 at
Madison.

For the Eagles, Tori
Bungarden had 11 kills
and 21 digs. Ayanna
Gipson had 13 set assists
and Tayler Kittleson
added 12.

LQPV is host to MAC-
CRAY at 7:15 p.m. Tues-

day in Madison.

TMB (9-4) 25 25 25

LQPV (6-5) 14 23 17
Tracy-Milroy-Balaton

Stats not available

Lac qui Parle Valley

Serving (aces): Ayanna Gipson 2,
Isabel Gerdes 1 ... Set assists: Tayler
Kittelson 12, Gipson 13 ... Hitting (kills):
Rylee Sawatzky 6, Tori Bungarden 11,

25 25 25
8 8 13

Paige Meyer 6, Lexi Wollschlager 3 ...
Blocking (aces): N/A ... Digs (5 or
more): Bungarden 22, Addy Bonn 13, Kit-
telson 11, Gipson 14, Gerdes 21

MACCRAY 3, YME 1
MACCRAY earned the
Camden Conference vic-
tory over Yellow Medi-
cine East at Clara City.

The Wolverines beat
the Sting 25-20, 25-10,
21-25, 25-15.

For YME, yansi Flores
had 14 kills and 18 digs
and Aria Peters had 24
set assists, three service
aces and 11 digs. Lexi
Smith added 18 digs for
the Sting.

MACCRAY plays at
7:15 p.m. Tuesday at Lac
qui Parle Valley. YME
plays at 7:15 p.m. Tues-

day at Canby.

YME (6-10-1)

MACCRAY (10-2-1)

Yellow Medicine East

Serving (aces): Aria Peters 3, Yansi
Flores 1, Ruby Bones 1 ... Set assists:
Peters 24, Flores 4, Lexi Smith 1 ... Hit-
ting (kills): Flores 14, Shelby Mortenson
6, Bones 5, Stark 4, Smith 2 ... Blocking
(aces): Flores 4, Mortenson 2, Bones 1
... Digs (5 or more): Flores 18, Smith 18,
Ciara Sakry 13, Peters 11, Stark 7, Kayla
Nordaune 6

MACCRAY

Stats not available

RTR 3, KMSO
Russell-Tyler-Ruth-
ton beat Kerkhoven-
Murdock-Sunburg
25-12, 25-18, 25-20 at

20 10 25 15
25 25 21 25

Kerkhoven.
For the Fighting
Saints, Katie Klaphake

had seven Kills and
Grace Collins added 19
set assists. Collins was
72-for-72 serving. Elsa
Gjerde contributed 11
digs.

KMS plays at 7:30
p.m. Tuesday at Daw-

son-Boyd.

RTR (9-5) 25 25 25

KMS (1-10) 12 18 20

Russell-Tyler-Ruthton

Stats not available

Kerkhoven-Murdock-Sunburg

Serving (aces): Elsa Gjerde 1, Grace
Collins 1, Josie Gjerde 1 ... Set assists:
Collins 19, J. Gjerde 1, Karli Jensen 1 ...
Hitting (kills): Katie Klaphake 7, Kelsey
Butler 3, Collins 2, Taylor Haats 2, Julia
Carlson 2, Olivia Noble 2, Jensen 1, Sa-
vannah Petersen 1, Emily Wagner 1 ...
Blocking (aces): Butler 3, Haats 2, Kla-
phake 1 ... Digs (5 or more): E. Gjerde
11, Avery Joyce 10, J. Gjerde 6, Jensen 5

Canby 3, RCW 0

Canby cruised past
Renville County West
25-16, 25-19, 25-16 at
Renville.

Alice Hanson had 10
kills and Hannah Pharr
had nine for RCW. Addy-

son Tanner added 26 set
assists and 10 digs for
the Jaguars.

RCW plays at 7:30
p.m. Tuesday at Central
Minnesota Christian in

Prinsburg.
Canby (11-2)
RCW (5-9-1)
Canby
Stats not available
Renville County West
Serving (aces): Ellie Wulf 1 ... Set as-

sists: Alice Hanson 1, Addyson Tanner

26, Wulf 1 ... Hitting (kills): Hanson 10,

Tanner 1, Wulf 1, Hannah Pharr 9, Holly

Bratsch 1, Alexis Roxberg 8 ... Blocking

(aces): Hanson 2, Pharr 2 ... Digs (5 or

more): Hanson 5, Tanner 10, Wulf 7

25 25 25
16 19 16

Non-Conference

Paynesville 3,

Morris/CA 0

Paynesville got 15
kills from Kyleigh Tan-
gen and 26 set assists
from Aubrie Spanier in
its victory at Morris/
Chokio-Alberta.

Emm Flander con-
tributed seven Kills and
Tangen had 11 digs for
the Bulldogs.

Paynesville’s next
match is 7:15 p.m. Tues-
day against Belgrade-
Brooten-Elrosa at Broo-

ten.

Paynesville (14-2)

Morris/CA (2-10)

Paynesville

Serving (aces): Aubrie Spanier 3,
Emma Stanley 1, Kyleigh Tangen 2, So-
phie Schroeder 6 ... Set assists: Spanier
26, Stanley 1, Natalie Riley 1 ... Hitting
(kills): Spanier 1, Riley 4, Tangen 15, Kai-
tlyn Gilk 3, Emm Flander 7 ... Blocking
(aces): Flander 1 ... Digs (5 or more):
Spanier 5, Riley 7, Tangen 11, Flander 5

Morris/Chokio-Alberta

Stats not available

BBE 3, PRBO

Belgrade-Brooten-
Elrosa got 38 set assists
and three ace serves
from Kailey Fischer in
the Jaguars’ victory at
Pine River-Backus.

Ava Mueller contrib-
uted 16 kills and four

25 25 25
17 22 15

ace serves for BBE,
which got 19 digs from
Emily Kern.

BBE is host to Paynes-—
ville at 7:15 p.m. Tues-

day in Brooten.

BBE (8-5) 25 25 25

PRB (3-5) 20 15 21

Belgrade-Brooten-Elrosa

Serving (aces): Ava Mueller 4, Kai-
ley Fischer 3, Tayjah Marthaler 1, Paige
Rupp 1 ... Set assists: K. Fischer 38,
Emily Kern 1 ... Hitting (kills): Mueller
16, Brooklyn Fischer 9, Abby Berge 7,
Rupp 4, Allison Dingmann 2, K. Fischer
1, Kylie Winter 1, Avery Szczesniak 1 ...
Blocking (aces): Mueller 1, B. Fischer 1
... Digs (5 or more): Kern 19, Marthaler
8, Mueller 8, Winter 6, K. Fischer 6

Pine River-Backus

Stats not available

SWIMMING

From Page B1

Adallia Bruning got a pair
of wins for the Dragons,
taking first in the 200-yard
freestyle (2 minutes, 11.40
seconds) and 500 freestyle
(5:56.24). Ellie Brown
took the top spot in the
50 freestyle (26.40) while
finishing second in the 100
freestyle (58.23). Adeline
Lundin placed first in the 100
butterfly (1:05.76) and also
took second in diving (137.10
points).

Litchfield competes at
10 a.m. Saturday at the St.

Cloud Apollo Invitational.

200 MEDLEY RELAY - (1) Hutchinson 1:48.95
... (3) Litchfield (Adeline Lundin, Holly Lagergren,
Alex Carlson, Adallia Bruning) 2:03.43

200 FREESTYLE — (1) Bruning, L, 2:11.40

200 INDIVIDUAL MEDLEY - (1) Kasidy Brecht,
H, 2:16.21 ... (3) Lagergren, L, 2:30.33

50 FREESTYLE - (1) Ellie Brown, L, 26.40

DIVING - (1) Riley Borka, H, 156.40 ... (2) Lun-
din, L, 137.10

100 BUTTERFLY — (1) Lundin, L, 1:05.76

100 FREESTYLE — (1) Madilyn Gehrke, H, 54.88
... (2) Brown, L, 58.23

500 FREESTYLE — (1) Bruning, L, 5:56.24

200 FREESTYLE RELAY - (1) Hutchinson
1:39.38 ... (2) Litchfield (Margaret Boerema, Carl-
son, Cora Huhn, Brown) 1:50.23

100 BACKSTROKE - (1) Jaiden Mezera, H,
1:04.80 ... (3) Boerema, L, 1:14.20

100 BREASTSTROKE - (1) Izabelle Schwartz,
H, 1:12.93 ... (2) Lagergren, L, 1:15.24

400 FREESTYLE RELAY - (1) Hutchinson
3:37.89 ... (2) Litchfield (Lundin, Bruning, Carlson,
Lagergren) 4:06.99

Boys Soccer
Willmar 7, Fergus Falls O

The Willmar boys soccer
team dominated for the
Central Lakes Conference
victory at Fergus Falls.

“We pretty much
controlled the play from
start to finish,”” said Willmar
head coach Jeff Winter. “It
actually could have been
worse. Their goalie made
some real nice saves.”

Willmar had 22 shots.

The Cardinals are now
8-0 in the CLC and 10-0-1
overall. Fergus Falls fell to

1-5-1in the conference and
1-6-1 overall.

Senior midfielder Abdullahi
Mohamed had three
goals, senior striker Jairon
Martinez Coto had two goals
and senior midfielder Jemil
Osman and senior defender
Jordy Contreras each had one
for the Cardinals.

Willmar’s next match is
7 p.m. Monday at St. Cloud

Apollo.
Willmar (10-0-1)
Fergus Falls (1-6-1).
FIRST HALF - (1) W: Jemil Osman (Jairon Marti-

nez Coto) 16th minute ... (2) W: Abdullahi Moham-

ud (Martinez Coto) 19th minute ... (3) W: Martinez

Coto (Mohamud) 21st minute ... (4) W: Mohamud

(Jordy Contreras) 39th minute.

SECOND HALF - (5) W: Mohamud (Contreras)
46th minute ... (6) W: Martinez Coto, 49th minute
... (7) W: Contreras, 65th minute.

SHOTS ON GOAL - W: 22. FF: 1

GOALIE SAVES - Willmar: Andrew Ziebarth, 1
save ... Fergus Falls: unavailable, 14 saves

Minnewaska 4,
St. John’s Prep 2

Minnewaska grabbed an
early lead then hung on for
a victory over St. John’s Prep
at Lake Field in Collegeville.

Blake Nelson and Ethan
Quelle scored first-half
goals for the Lakers, who
opened the second half with
a goal from Aaron Feigum.
The Johnnies then got two
quick goals immediately
after Feigum’s score from
Cheque Gomez and Andres
Cervantes.

Minnewaska then attacked
hard from that point on,
getting six big scoring
opportunities in the final 20
minutes, Lakers head coach
Ted Hill said. Damon Uhde
scored at the 60th minute to
make it 4-2 Minnewaska.

Minnewaska’s next match
is against St. Cloud Cathedral
at 7 p.m. Monday at St.

Cloud’s Whitney Park.
Minnewaska (5-3).... 22—4
St. John’s Prep e 02 —2
FIRST HALF — (1) M: Blake Nelson (Konner Han-
son), 5th minute ... (2) M: Ethan Quelle on a PK,
18th minute
SECOND HALF - (3) M: Aaron Feigum (Nelson),

44th minute ... (4) SIP: Cheque Gomez, 46th min-
ute ... (5) SJP: Andres Cervantes, 47th minute ...
(6) M: Damon Uhde (Tate Reichmann) 60th minute
SHOTS ON GOAL — M: 21. SJP: 12
GOALIE SAVES - M: Hunter Kloos, 10 saves ...
SJP: Jacob Auer-Loew (2 goals allowed, 20th min-
ute) 0 saves; not available 17 saves.

Girls Soccer
Willmar 3, Fergus Falls 2

Ellary Lange scored with
two seconds left to lift
Willmar past Fergus Falls at
Hodapp Field.

Lange took a pss from Sam
Christoffer .

Christoffer ran with space
in the middle and passed
it to Lange on the left side,
who floated a shot over the
goalkeeper.

“It was a fantastic shot,”
Willmar head coach Amanda
Broman said. “Not many
could save it.”

Christoffer opened the
scoring with the only goal
of the first half. Tyra Skjeret
tied it up at the 54th minute
mark for the Otters on a
penalty kick. Jaida Reiman
then scored for Willmar on a
PK at the 62nd minute mark.

Fergus Falls tied it up at
2-2 when Vanessa Vaughn
scored at the 72nd minute.
Then came Lange’s goal.

“It was exciting to be a
part of,” Broman said. “It’s
not often you see a game
decided with a buzzer-
beater.”

Willmar is host to St. Cloud
Apollo at 5 p.m. Monday at
Hodapp Field. It’s Senior

Night for the Cardinals.

Fergus Falls (3-3-1) ..... 02—2

Willmar (6-2-1) 12—3

FIRST HALF - (1) W: Sam Christoffer (Ellary
Lange) 13th minute

SECOND HALF - (2) FF: Tyra Skjeret on a PK,
54th minute ... (3) W: Jaida Reiman on a PK, 62nd
minute .... (4) FF: Vanessa Vaughn, 72nd minute
... (5) W: Lange (Christoffer) 79:58

Cross-Country

Rocori Invitational
With four of its runners in
the top 10, the Willmar girls

cross—country team was able
to squeak by Alexandria to
win the Rocori Invitational
at River Oaks Golf Course in
Cold Spring.

The Cardinal boys also
had a strong showing on
Thursday, placing second.

In the girls race, Willmar
had 42 points to Alexandria’s
43. Rocori (56), Moorhead
(78) and Annandale (152)
rounded out the top five.

The Willmar girls are
ranked second in Class AA
while Alexandria is fifth and
Rocori is fourth.

Leading Willmar’s efforts
were Erin Eilers and Lauren
Eilers, who placed third and
fourth with each crossing
the finish line at 19 minutes,
38.6 seconds. Nina Dawson
was eighth at 20:17.4,

Madi Engstrom was 10th at

20:23.2, and Hannah Quinn

completed the team score at
17th at 20:48.9.

““Madi Engstrom had a
very strong race with a
lifetime best of 20:23,” said
Willmar head coach Eric
Hjelden. ““Hannan Quinn also
came up big as the team’s
fifth runner with a season-
best time of 20:48.

“All the girls showed a
lot of poise (and) passed
key runners in the last 200
meters to get the needed
points to win.”

Alexandria’s Aleah Miller
won the girls race with a
time of 19:07.8, beatting
teammate Emma Ecker at
19:19.1.

In the boys race,
Annandale was the champion
with 66 points to Willmar’s
72. Behind them was
Moorhead (83), Alexandria
(92) and Cambridge-Isanti
(108).

Willmar’s top runner was

Sully Anez, who was second
at 16:41.6. He finished
behind Annandale’s Sal
Wirth, who won at 16:20.4.

Following Anez for
Willmar was Colin O’Farrell
(sixth, 17:27.5), Brandon
Zepeda (18th, 18:24.0), Ryan
Kuhlman (21st, 18:29.3) and
Kory Behm (25th, 18:38.3).

“The boys’ team had a
strong race, placing second
to state-ranked Annandale
(eighth), but beat secion
teams such as Alexandria
and Little Falls,” Hjelden
said. “The boys’ team
continues to drop time and
improve as the season goes
on, positioning themselves
for a state tournament run.”

Willmar’s next meet is the
Willmar Invitational 1 p.m.
Oct. 2 at Eagle Creek Golf
Course. Albany, Hopkins,
Luverne, Milbank (S.D.),
Perham, Pipestone, Sartell,
St. Anthony Village, St. Cloud
Tech, Totino-Grace and
Wayzata are scheduled to
compete.

Boys
Team scoring
(1) Annandale 66 ... (2) Willmar 72 ... (3) Moor-
head 83 ... (4) Alexandria 92 ... (5) Cambridge-
Isanti 108 ... (6) St. Cloud Apollo 156 ... (7) Rocori
170 ... (8) Little Falls 188 ... (9) Sauk Rapids 231
... (10) St. Cloud Tech 257 (inc) Fargo South

Individual

TOP FIVE — (1) Sal Wirth, Ann, 16:20.4 ... (2)
Sully Anez, Will, 16:41.6 ... (3) Isaac Martel, Moor,
16:58.8 ... (4) Joel Brault, Alex, 17:04.8 ... (5) Vin-
cent Kaluza, Roc, 17:11.5

WILLMAR — (2) Anez ... (6) Colin O’Farrell
17:27.5 ... (18) Brandon Zepeda 18:24.0 ... (21)
Ryan Kuhlman 18:29.3 ... (25) Kory Behm 18:38.3

Girls

Team scoring
(1) Willmar 42 ... (2) Alexandria 43 ... (3) Rocori
56 ... (4) Moorhead 78 ... (5) Annandale 152 ...
(6) Little Falls 194 ... (7) Fargo South 202 ... (8)
Cambridge-Isanti 220 (9) St. Cloud Apollo 230 ...
(10) Sauk Rapids 250 ... (inc) St. Cloud Tech

Individual

TOP FIVE — (1) Aleah Miller, Alex, 19:07.8 ... (2)
Emma Ecker, Alex, 19:19.1 ... (3) Erin Eilers, Will,
19:38.6 ... (4) Lauren Eilers, Will, 19:38.6 ... (5)
Laina Viere, Roc, 19:39.6

WILLMAR — (3) E. Eilers ... (4) L. Eilers ...
(8) Nina Dawson 20:17.4 ... (10) Madi Engstrom
20:23.2 ... (17) Hannah Quinn 20:48.9

FOOTBALL ing rusher, having That’sa51.5% comple- have been
gained 211 yards and tion percentage. threats for RCW.
From Page B1 scoring two touch- Jasen Jansen (34 Top
downs on 34 carries, rushes, 166 yards, 4.9 been
a 6.2 yards-per-carry average, 2 TDs), Jack receptions,

RCW has been led by
quarterback A.J. Gasca.

He’s the Jaguars’ lead-

average.
has completed 17 of 33
passes for 165 vyards
with one interception.

Gasca also Wertish

2), Luki Hale (19-72-
3.8-0) and Tyler Ams-
den (5-42-8.4-0) also

(21-117-5.6-

receivers have
Isaac Haen (5
84 vyards,
16.8 average),
Schrupp (4-40-10.0),
Amsden (4-15-3.8) and
Hale (2-18-9.0).

running

Adam
an interception
haen has two.

RCW’s top tacklers
have been Carter Rice
(10 solo, 29 assisted),
Jack Wertish (11-19),
Amsden (16-13) and
Haen (12-15). Rice has
and

Hebrink said the Jag-

uars are gearing up for
Hills-Beaver Creek.
The Patriots are ranked
sixth in the state poll by
The Associated Press.

“We want to play
good competition and
they’re very good,”
Hebrink said.
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Vikings get rare chance to play Russell Wilson at home

By Chris Tomasson
St. Paul Pioneer Press

As a 23-year-old
rookie, Russell Wilson
threw three touchdown
passes in Seattle’s 30-20
victory over the Vikings
on Nov. 4, 2012. And
he hasn’t slowed down
since.

The quarterback,
now in his 10th season
with the Seahawks, has
appeared in two Super
Bowls, winning one, and
been named to seven Pro
Bowils. He also hasn’t let
up in his domination of
the Vikings.

The Seahawks have
beaten the Vikings seven
straight times, all with
Wilson at the controls.
He also has led Seattle
to wins over Minnesota
in the regular season in
2013, 2015, 2018, 2019
and 2020 and in a play-
off game after the 2015
season.

Wilson will try to
make it 8-0 when the
Seahawks (1-1) visit U.S.
Bank Stadium at 3:25
p-m. Sunday for Minne-
sota’s home opener. The
Vikings (0-2) are going
for their first win over
Seattle since a 35-9 vic-
tory at the Metrodome
in 2009.

“It’s

not ideal,”

Vikings safety Harrison
Smith, a rookie in 2012,
said of all the losses
to Seattle. “(Wilson’s)
made some great plays
in those games, so he’s a
big part of that success.
.. We have to find ways
to win.”

At least the Vikings are
feeling better about one
thing. After losing to the
Seahawks at Lumen Field
in each of the past three
seasons, they finally get
to play them at home.

“l thought they signed
a contract for us to go
over there,” quipped
running back Dalvin
Cook. “It’s been crazy. ...
We’ve been dealing with
their fans quite a bit, so
now it’s time for them to
deal with ours.”

Due to the coronavirus
pandemic, there actually
were no fans at Seat-
tle’s 27-26 victory over
Vikings in Week 5 last
season at Lumen Field.
Facing fourth-and-goal
at the Vikings’ 6-yard
line, the Seahawks won
on a touchdown pass
from Wilson to D.K.
Metcalf with 15 seconds
left.

That was the second-
most painful loss the
Vikings have experienced
against Seattle. In the
playoff game at then-

Joe Nicholson / USA Today Sports
Seattle Seahawks quarterback Russell Wilson (3)
passes against the Minnesota Vikings during the
second quarter at CenturyLink Field in Seattle on
Oct. 11.

named TCF Bank Sta-
dium, the Seahawks won
10-9 when Blair Walsh
shanked a 27-yard field
goal with 22 seconds left.

“Each game is differ-
ent,” Mike Zimmer said
of the five losses he has
absorbed at the hands
of Wilson since taking
over as Vikings coach in
2014. “We missed a field
goal in the playoff game.
We got them in fourth-
and-10 last year (and)
fourth-and-6, and they
convert twice (on the
final drive).”

One thing that usu-
ally hasn’t been different
is Wilson coming up big

against the Vikings. In
his seven games against
them, he has thrown for
14 touchdowns.

Wilson did have a
career-low 72 yards
passing in a December
2018 game against Min-
nesota, but he made up
for it by rushing for 61
yards in Seattle’s 21-7
win. After the game,
Zimmer fired offen-
sive coordinator John
DeFilippo for not run-
ning the ball enough.

In a December 2019
game, the Vikings were
prepared to run but Cook
suffered a chest injury
that sent him to the

bench midway through
the third quarter in Seat-
tle’s 37-30 win. Then in
last year’s game, Cook
got hurt again, knocked
out on the first play of
the second half with a
groin strain.

“We have had a few
in Seattle,” quarterback
Kirk Cousins said of the
losses there. “Tough
place to play, so being at
home will be outstand-
ing.”

With the NFC North
Vikings playing the NFC
West Seahawks for the
fourth straight season,
co-defensive coordi-
nator Andre Patterson
joked that “we might as
well be in their division.”
But Patterson knows it
will be no joke trying
to contain Wilson, who
in Seattle’s first two
games has completed 40
of 54 passes (74.1 per-
cent) for 597 yards with
six touchdowns and no
interceptions.

“He’s one of the best
quarterbacks in the
league,” Patterson said
of Wilson, who will be
making his first Min-
nesota appearance since
that epic playoff game.
“He manages their
whole offense. He’s
a tremendous challenge
for us on Sunday.”

At least the Vikings
have some players now
who have actually been
on teams that beat the
Seahawks. Defensive
tackle Dalvin Tomlin-
son was with the New
York Giants last season
when they recorded a
17-12 upset at Seattle.
And when Patrick Peter-
son played for Arizona
from 2011-20, the Cardi-
nals went 8-11-1 against
division foe Seattle.

“It’s always a fun
battle whenever | have
the opportunity to go
against Russell Wilson,”
Peterson said. “There’s
greatness in front of you
whenever you line up
across from a guy like
that. I put him in that
same boat and era as
Tom Brady, Aaron Rod-
gers, Peyton Manning.”

At least Peterson sees
one possible advantage
now in going against
Wilson, 33. He might not
be quite as mobile as he
once was.

“It just gives us that
little bit more relief
knowing that he’s a little
more cautious in taking
off with the ball versus
trying to make that big
play down the field,”
Patterson said.

Wild’s Fiala ‘very, very motivated’ to prove himself

By Dane Mizutani
St. Paul Pioneer Press

Minnesota Wild winger
Kevin Fiala isn’t worried about
the past, only the future.

He doesn’t care about Kirill
Kaprizov’s 5-year, $45 mil-
lion contract that makes him
the highest-paid player in
franchise history in terms of
annual salary. Or about Joel
Eriksson Ek’s 8-year, $42
million contract that provides
him stability well into his
prime.

Well, maybe Fiala does care

about both of those things,
considering he had to set-
tle for a l-year, $5.1 mil-
lion contract this offseason.
That said, Fiala took the high
road Thursday at TRIA Rink in
downtown St. Paul.

“l don’t want to go into
details right now,” he said.
“Just excited to get going. To
be a normal full (82-game)
season. That’s my focus right
now.”’

Still, it’s hard to imagine

the 25-year-old winger from
Switzerland isn’t a little per-

turbed by his current con-
tract. Though the money he’s
getting for this season isn’t
chump change, in an off-
season during which general
manager Bill Guerin signed
Kaprizov and Eriksson Ek to
long-term deals, Fiala didn’t
get that type of commitment
from the organization.

Instead, the Wild actually
opted for arbitration them-
selves, a rarity for an NHL
team, before settling with
Fiala.

“l don’t think it’s a bad

thing for Kevin,” Guerin said
last month. ““I think he’s
going to be motivated. You
know what? | do think Kevin’s
the kind of guy that probably
wants to prove me wrong and
say, ‘You know what? You
screwed up.” ”’

Asked about his current
contract, Fiala said he doesn’t
mind that it’s a short-term
deal.

“l like it,” he said. ““It’s
a great opportunity for me
to do another great year and
then we will see what hap-

pens after that.”

After a few more questions
about the same topic, Fiala
finally let his guard down, if
only for a moment. He admit-
ted that he’s looking forward
to proving himself this sea-
son, and in turn, proving the
Wild wrong for not signing
him to a long-term deal.

“I’m very, very motivated,”
Fiala said. ““I got (the) fire in
my eyes. I’m looking forward
to this season badly.”

Maybe next offseason the
Wild will regret their decision.
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HELP WANTED -
FINANCIAL SERVICES/
BANKING

s AgCountry

@» Farm Credit Services
TAX SPECIALIST

We are seeking a full time
Tax Specialist to join our team.
Office location is flexible but

preferably within the Marshall,
MN, Willmar, MN, Fargo, ND
or Wahpeton, ND office.

In this role, you will provide
quality customer service;
complete timely and technically
accurate, small to moderately
complex income tax returns and
other related activities for all
types of farm entities; use a
consultative sales method and
team with the loan officer to sell
the AgCountry integrated package
of financial services —
specializing in tax — to new and
existing customers; provide
technical expertise and support to
branch staff in areas of tax
processing, regulations, and
interpretation; and develop and
maintain a high level of
knowledge in the areas of tax and
accounting.

If you are a team player, have a
bachelor’s degree in accounting
or related business field, two to
five years of related experience,
CPA or EA certification present or
willing to obtain, and a solid
understanding of tax and farm
records products and services,
apply today and GROW your
career with AgCountry!

Closing date:
September 27, 2021 7pm CT
For full details and to submit

your resume, please visit

our website at:
Www.agcountry.com/careers
“We Bring More to Your Table”
EEQ/AA/M/F/Veteran/Disability

HELP WANTED - GENERAL

HELP WANTED - GENERAL

HELP WANTED - GENERAL HELP WANTED - GENERAL HELP WANTED - GENERAL HELP WANTED - GENERAL

FULL-TIME PARTS
COUNTER PERSON

We offer paid holidays, 401K plan
and profit sharing! Please call
320-894-2442 or email:
spejobs0@gmail.com

RandY Klinghagen
Drivers for 1all sugarbeet season
driving semi with side dump trailer.
Prefer experience but will train the
right person. Excellent pay!
Call for more info, 320-847-2259

k'tgi'*ii’
-’

Start your
career here.

jobs

jobshg.com

Forum

Communications
mpany

HELP WANTED - GENERAL

MEDI-VAN INC., A Specialized Transportation Company is
accepting applications for Driver Representatives to
work out of the Willmar, MN area. Must have a good
driving record, willing to have proper training, flexible hours
Monday thru Friday & every other weekend. Experience
with the elderly and disabled is a plus. We offer $14/Hour, a
comprehensive Flex Plan, Sick Pay and Paid Vacation.
Call for application & info M-F
8:30 AM-4:30 PM at 1-800-422-0976.
dimedivan@hotmail.com

HELPING OTHERS as 4
DIRECT SUPPORT STAFF!

Great way to start a career in the

nursing field ...Work with individuals N%vgg},cn:gfy
in a residential setting assisting
them in cares, activities, meals, and
medication administration. AVAILABLE POSITIONS:
. « Full-time split position
Ap.ply piline at (day and evening),
divinehouse.org

« PT Overnight, and every
other weekend.

or call Elizabeth Hillstrom at

WILLMAR ICF (320) 441-7001

_ HUMAN SERVICE
" TECHNICIAN (HST)

_,f 1\{ . '_« Wages $13-$17/hr | PT & FT
”’»

HUMAN RESOURCES ASSISTANT

Competitive Wages based on experience and education

PROGRAM COORDINATOR

Competitive Wages based on experience and education

COMPLIANCE MONITOR

Competitive Wages based on experience and education

CLEANING CREW

Competitive Wages based on experience and education

HIRING IN LITCHFIELD, WILLMAR & BENSON

Divine
House. inc.

Apply online today at
divinehouse.org or In Person
320 SW 4th St, Willmar MN
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HELP WANTED - GENERAL HELP WANTED - GENERAL

Pharmacy Technician

TruCare Pharmacy of Willmar is hiring!

Job Duties:

e Work under the supervision of the pharmacist and performing the
activities requested by the pharmacist as permitted by state law.

* Responsible for compliance with all federal, state, and local laws,
rules and regulations

 (Qther duties and responsibilities as required.

Qualifications:

 High School diploma or equivalent.

* 0One year experience in pharmacy environment or equivalent
education and experience in a Pharmacy Technician program.

« State pharmacy technician license/certification Required

Work 9-5 Mon-Fri, No Weekends

Please send resume and cover letter to
Jennifer.Lewison@divinehouse.org
or apply online at www.divinehouse.org
or in person at 312 4th St. SW Suite 3, Willmar, MN

HELP WANTED - HELP WANTED -
OFFICE & ADMINISTRATION OFFICE & ADMINISTRATION

Executive Office & Administrative Specialist
University of Minnesota Extension Regional Office

Administrative support staff position at the University of Minnesota

Extension Regional Office in Willmar. This position provides regional

support for 4-H programs, financial management and general office
support for program educators. This position will be 40 hours per week.

To access the complete job description and apply online, visit:
https://hr.myu.umn.edu/jobs/ext/343369.
Job ID - 343369 (open until October 10)
For questions or additional information, contact Kathy Schwantes at
kschwant@umn.edu or 320-235-0726, ext. 2002.

The University of Minnesota is an
equal opportunity employer and educator.

HELP WANTED - HELP WANTED -
HEALTHCARE HEALTHCARE

Belgrade Nursing Home

Are you looking for a career change? We are inviting
applicants to join our team! We provide high-quality care to
those we serve in central Minnesota. EEO.

$2,000 Sign-On Bonus!

RN Clinical Care Manager
Call for Wage Scale
Wage per hour increases for position experience
Full-Time
Every 4th weekend required
Health Insurance
Retirement
Sick and Vacation
Ongoing continuous education

Evening RN/LPN, Night RN/LPN
* Call for Wage Scale

Wage per hour increases for position experience
Full-Time and Part-Time positions available
Every other weekend required

Shift differential per hour: $1 for evenings and
$2 for nights

Health Insurance

Retirement

Sick and Vacation

Scholarship opportunities

Ongoing continuous education

No experience needed, will train

Will assist with nursing assistant certification

0ok
Full-Time and Part-Time available
Every other weekend required
Health Insurance
Retirement
Sick and Vacation
Scholarship opportunities
Ongoing continuous education
No experience needed, will train
Call for Wage Scale

e o o 0o 0 0 0o 0o e

Apply online at:
https://secure.entertimeonline.com/ta/
KPAY05913.careers?CareersSearch

Questions? Call Shelly Theis DON
or Stephanie Fischer Administrator at 320-254-8215

Equal Opportunity Employer

HELP WANTED -
MANUFACTURING

HELP WANTED -
MANUFACTURING
& PRODUCTION

HELP WANTED -

MANUFACTURING

& PRODUCTION & PRODUCTION

NOWACCERTINGI/ARPEICATIONS

Seasonal Positions!

Southern Minnesota Beet Sugar Cooperative is now accepting applications
for our receiving stations and the Renville tare lab. We anticipate positions
to begin mid-September and end once harvest is completed.
 Employees are required to work 12-hour shifts, up to 7 days a week during the

month of October (weather permitting).

* First year employees earn $17.50 per hour. Overtime is $26.25 per hour and
earned any time you work more than 8 hours a day or 40 hours per week.

» When full harvest completes, employees may be eligible for an incentive of
$1.50 per hour worked. The more seasons you work consecutively, the greater
the pay (up to $20.70 per hour).

 Employees must be able to use a shovel, climb stairs, and lift 50 pounds. Other
desirable skills include familiarity with heavy equipment including skid loaders.

* Mechanical skills a plus!

Don’t wait. Visit www.smbsc.com/careers
and click on “Seasonal Receiving Station and Tare Lab” to apply today!

Questions? Contact Mary Jo at
maryjo.wieseler@smbsc.com or (320) 329-4149.

SMBSC esta buscando a mas de 350 empleados para trabajar en varias
posiciones estacionales desde Belgrade hasta Redwood Falls y areas
circumvecinas.

* Empleados de primer afio ganan $17.50 por hora, tiempo y medio se paga a
$26.25 por hora pagado despues de 8 horas al dia 6 40 horas por semana. Entre
mas temporadas trabaje continuamente, el pago sera mas alto ($20.70 por hora).

* Empleados deben tener |a habilidad para usar una pala, subir escaleras, y
levantar hasta 50 libras. Otras aptitudes deseadas incluyen la familarisacion con
equipo pesado incluyendo la operacion de maquinas de carga deslizante.

NO ESPERE - Visite www.smbsc.com/careers
y haga clic en “Seasonal Receiving Station and Tare Lab.” Aplique hoy!
Preguntas?
Llamele a Luz 4 320-423-9240.

Vehicle jor Sale?

GO BOLD

and make your
ad stand out

Tribiiiie

320.235.6766
800.450.1150

READ IT

DA

Because today only
happens once,
tomorrow will be a
whole different story

Call to Subscribe

320.235.6766
800.450.1150
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» CONSTRUCTION » GUTTERS » HANDYMAN p LAWN CARE » PAINTING » SMALL ENGINE
» CARPET CLEANING » HOUSEKEEPING » MECHANIC » ELECTRICAL » AND MORE!

Your Hometown Waterproofing
Ms. Kay’s & Foundation Repair Specialists
Services LLC
Professional Cleaning SAFIBM!HBI'I'S
Commercial eIetuli-g 30 garsof acellnce in JUIH

and s Minneso
Residential Emﬁfg%sp%
’ Call for Pl
osimeee | (320,993.8729
\\ estimate J '
RAitadtill SafeBasements.com

Hillenbrand | &'/s your varp & AR
I 3 AIR CONDITIONING
Landscaping| & CLUTTERED? §

Heating &
Cooling By Sam
Furnaces, AC,
in-floor heat, boilers, garage
heaters & duct work.
214-9562.

Paver Patios/Walks * Trees & Shrubs
Retaining Walls ¢ Seeding & Sodding
Lakeshore Improvements

Christy’s Auto Wrecking will
%% pickupy

LANDSCAPING/GARDEN

Dirty Jobs & They’re
Done Dirt Cheap!
Pressure Washing
Stump Removal

West Central Painting PYO P um p k,| ns
A B e ing S
320.296.2079 *

e Commercial and
Residential Painting

® Pressure Washing
© Trim Repair
* Window Repair
e Ceiling Painting/Repairs
o Texturing
o Cleaning/Staining Decks
Residential and Commercial

Fully Insured

FAMILY FARM

Litchfield, MN

www:nelsonfarm.com

Tree Removal & Trimming
Landscaping
And Any Other Dirty
Things You Can Think Of!
320-220-3238

HANDYMAN

WATER

SOFTENER [mpzas
REPAIR C 5 LAWN CARE
Service on | |/, (oM. | e ororeras..

ALL brands!

October 15. Fall yard clean
up. Sprinkler systems win-
terized. Dock & boat lift re-
moval, transport & storage.
Weed & feed programs.
Landscaping. Mobile
pressure washing service.
320-796-5481

No job too big or too small!
*Siding Repair
*Exterior Painting/Staining
*Refurbished Decks
*Window Repair/Installation
*Drywall Repair

320-796-6020

PAINTING/PAPERING

LEAVELL PAINTING
All your painting needs
int/ext. Ceiling & wall
repair. Insured.
320-231-9886 or
320-444-4317.

TREE SERVICE/
STUMP REMOVAL

HURLEY’S TREE
SERVICE
Tree trimming and removal.
Free estimate. Insured.
320-995-1426.

Mike’s Dock & Yard Service
320-796-5481
Tree Work-Insured
Free Estimate
Bucket Truck

Tree cutting, branch
removal. Experienced,
reliable. Ref available. Free
estimates. 320-894-5246

Tree trimming, stump grinding
and debris removal. Call Michael’s
Lawn Care, 320-455-1326

Call: 888-857-1920 or Email: classifieds@classifiedsfcc.com for details.
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HELP WANTED -

TRANSPORTATION
& LOGISTICS

OTR Driver
Van Dyke Transport
Run from the Sioux Falls area
to southern California and
Arizona. Dedicated loads.
Full or part time available.
Pay DOE. Class A CDL
required. No touch freight.
Weekly pay. Contact
Van Dyke Transport Inc.
605-351-0211 or
calvandyketransport
@yahoo.com

ANTIQUES &

COLLECTIBLES

1976 MATTEL AUTO RACE,
electronic, in orig. box $50
6202666764

GHECK OUT

OUR FRAMES

Several Borders
Availabe for Line Ads

13535 A 320.235.6766
Tribiiiie 32558

HELP WANTED -

TRANSPORTATION
& LOGISTICS

ccT

Now Hiring Transit Bus Drivers
Willmar - Olivia - Litchfield

Central Community Transit has Full-Time
and Part-Time opportunities with flexible
hours for days, evenings and weekends.

Applicant must have a CDL with passenger endorsement
and a clean driving record. Will train the right person.
CCT offers competitive wages with benefits including
Health Insurance, Retirement Program, Paid Time Off,

Paid Holidays, and Life Insurance.

Applications can be obtained from the CCT Office
locations in Willmar, Olivia or Litchfield, on our
website at www.cctbus.org or requested by phone.

Applications for all locations
will be accepted at:

Central Community Transit
1320 22nd St. SW, Willmar, MN 56201
(320) 222-7974, Ext. 205 - Doug
dsweeter@cctbus.org

EOE/AA EMPLOYER

HELP WANTED -

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

HELP WANTED -
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

GARAGE SALES]

6 LINES « 3 DAYS

Only one address per ad.

Ad must be prepaid.

VIEW ONLINE AT
WWW.WCTRIB.COM

$1995

Call, click or stop in to place your ad.
320-235-6766 + 800-450-1150 « www.WCTrib.com
2208 Trott Avenue SW, Wlllmdl

o)

X

GARAGE SALES

MOVING SALE
11033 N Shore Drive, Spicer.
Fri & Sat, Sept. 24-25,
8am-6pm. Elliptical $350,
Eden Pure room heaters, oak
desk, antiques, household
items, winter gear, toys,
games, & framed wall art.

Sat. Sept. 25th
8am-5pm
Old sewing machine, cricut
expression, cartatages,
purses, ,shoes, clothes,
coats, Christmas Dishes & a
lot of MISC.
1208 28th St. NW
Wilmar, MN
Out in Collegeview

A I

GARAGE SALES

GARAGE SALE
808 SW 17th St, Willmar
September 24 & 25
Fri 7am-7pm; Sat 8am-Noon
Young men’s, men’s &
women’s clothes, craft
supplies, household,
antiques, & more misc.

1515 10th St. SW, Wlllmar
3-Family Sale! Fr| & S
9AM to 5PM. Name brand
clothes, yarn, fabric, Christ-
mas decorations, greens,
tools, sports, shelves, bed-
ding, wood, 10°x12’ rug, more

340 Terrace Dr., Willmar

Household Garage Sale!
Fri. & Sat., 8AM-5PM. New

items added on Saturday.

Viait Wwww.wetrib.com

HELP WANTED -
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Skills:

= Detail oriented

e Proficiency with InDesign
(we will train if necessary)
e Highly organized

» Excellent spelling, grammar,

language, and communication skills.

e EXCELLENT CUSTOMER SERVICE
SKILLS - this is a MUST.

FULL TIME POSITION:

The Grant County Herald has a full time position open imme-

diately. Job Description: ADVERTISING COORDINATOR -

this means scheduling and placing the ads that go into the
Grant County Herald and the Classy Canary. Another aspect
of the job is communicating with customers via e-mail or
in the office. You would also be responsible to create small
space ads using InDesign program and Adobe Photoshop. All
computers are Apple/Mac computers. There are other orga-
nizational and production-related aspects to this job as well.

Send your resume,

gcanne@runestone.net

Text or Call Anne at
320-815-5790 (cell)
leave message please.

CONTACT:

as a pdf, to
Anne O’Flynn at

Questions?:

The Grant County Herald newspaper in Elbow Lake, Minn.

is actively seeking to hire a

Full-Time Editor

Helpful Qualifications
*Knowledge of computers

*Experience with Adobe Suite, specifically InDesign & Photoshop
*Must be willing to work occasional nights and weekends
*Required to cover local government meetings and some sports

**Willing to train the right candidate*Opportunities for advancement**

About Us: The award-winning weekly newspaper, the Grant County Herald, is located
in the beautiful community of Elbow Lake in west central Minnesota. We have great
schools and a great recreation area. We’re owned by a small town couple with two other
county -seat newspapers in Stevens and Swift counties.

H  Grant County

Serving the

orrununities of Elbow Lake,

» Hoffiman, Herman,

Barrett, Krrisinqron, Wendell, Morcross, rlcflby, and Erdahl

P WANTED
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% PRODUCTION

Apply by sending a resume
to Reed Anfinson at
reed@monitor-news.com.

D A )

\ ) R

& PRODUCTION

* Average $27.08 per hour.

maintenance, and more!

e

CHECK OUT OUR NEW RATES

At Southern Minnesota Beet Sugar Cooperative, our employees:
« Earn between $19.74 and $20.20 per hour;

« Progress in careers, earning more than $32.00 per hour while receiving on-the-job training and
certifications in wastewater, boiler house operations, electrical licensing and more!

e Explore more than 70 positions in warehousing, laboratory, railyard and locomotive operation,

S0, WE ASK YOU, WHY SETTLE FOR A JOB WHEN YOU CAN THRIVE IN A CAREER?

Our sweet careers are just the start. As an employee, you will receive:

* Excellent health insurance ($90-$150 per month) and company-sponsored dental and life
insurance on your 60th day of employment.

* Traditional and Roth 401k with deferred match, vacation, pension, and more upon eligibility.

Check out our full-time opportunities:
FACTORY WORK: Sweeping, pressure washing, operating equipment such as fork lifts and skid
loaders, and other manual labor.

WAREHOUSE POSITIONS: Operating fork lift, loading rail cars and bulk trucks, and completing
orders and paperwork to insure a quality final product to the customer.

Dont wait. APPLY TODAY!

Visit www.smbsc.com/careers and click on “Factory Work" to complete your application.
Hiring sessions are held weekly!
Questions? Please contact Kelli at (320) 522-3078 or Kelli.Schroeder@smbsc.com.
Come find out why more than 350 employees choose SMBSC as their Employer of Choice.

Explore a Job. Establish a Path. Enjoy YOUR Career!

NEWS

SPORTS

ENTERTAINMENT

SHOPPING

Tribiiiie

www.wctrib.com

German Shepherd Puppies
AKC registered puppies.
Ready to go to good homes
around October 10. Raised
as family companions. 1st
shots, dewormed and vet
checked at 6wks. $850.
Call/text, 507-380-9829.

Labrador Puppies: 5+ yrs.
breeding experience; Super
genetics; excellent retrievers;
dogs raised as family com-
panions, hunting companions
& as service dogs; 2 litters
available: 1st is ready now,
2nd ready 9/18. $1000.
Call for info. 320.766.0857

|_ Turn someone elses

SOMETHING OLD
into your

SOMETHING NEW

Tribiiiiée

320.235.6766 | 800.450.1150

Remington Classic model
721 270 cal. rifle with 3x9
scope with case & shells
$675; TC Black Powder 50
cal. rifle with scope. New in
box. $350. Call Frankie,
320-212-0983

ELECTRONICS

Big Bang Theory, Season 1.
Unopened package.

$20.00
320-235-4996

VEHICLES WANTED

Buying junk cars & trucks,
running or not. Top Dollar
Paid. $100 minimum. Call
Tim, 320-295-8444.

AUCTION CALENDAR

' I r' |WEST CENTRAL»

Place an Auction ad
320-235-6766 - $00-450-1150

classads@wctrib.com

2208 Trott Avenue SW, Willmar '
VIEW ONLINE AT WWW.WCTRIB.COM

Auctio

n Sale

Wednesday, September 29 - 10:00 AM

Blocks Auction Center, 9064 60th St NE, Spicer, MN on
2 1/2 Miles Southwest of Spicer MN On Hwy #23

Vehicle, Furniture, Antiques &
Collectibles, Coins, Misc. Items

Ken & Joanne Bo

mbardier Owners

& Don Hemmesch Estate

AUCTIONEERS
Mark Ziemer, Lic. 34-46, New London, 320-354-4312;

Cell: 320-

979-4044

Brian Ziemer, New London 320-354-5308
Terry Hilbrands, 239-777-3120

Mark Ziemer -
Licensae 34-46
320-354-4312

uctions Brian Ziemer

320-354-5308

¥ Puzzle Corner ¥

Conceptis S U]p]0)] U IRELEES LN CROSSWORD By Eugene Scheffer

9

o

a

Difficulty Level % % % %

Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on a 9x9 grid
with several given numbers. The object is to place the num-
bers 1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each row, each
column and each 3x3 box contains the same number only
once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku increases

from Monday to Sunday.

Yesterday’s answers:

9/1/3|7 68

WIOO |01 [|CO DO

SHOTI N | B~ =00
O DWW —O1|O N |~
N N PR OO |O]— O

D P =200 O
— Ol OO N~

719

I~

3

3 ACROSS 41 Annoy 2Hosp. 21 Appre-
1 Itty-bitty 43 Camp section hend
6 Spigot bed 3Coffee 22 Swelled
2 9Merit  44Dont substitute  head
- badge rub—" 4 Move,in 24 Sun.
2 E org. 45 Baby Realtor talk
7 12 Yeamed 47 Actor/ lingo 26 Pitching
9 513 Night dancer  5°Strange  in
g before Hines tosay..” 28 Muffler
5 : 14 Tease 49 Belt 6 Capital of 30 “No
z 15 Screen holders 45-Down  seats’
4 3 Actors — 52 Smack  7Hertz sign
:' 16 Smoking 53 Cote cry rival 32 *We
7 3 wood 54 Goof 8 Chest won!”
£ 18Hues  55Profs muscle 33 Tokyo,
§~ 20 Singles helpers 9 Big Apple  once
j 21 Ultramod- 56 Hostel borough 34 Court
1 7 emnist 57 Eric 10 Yesorno  divider
& 23 Singer Clapton follower 36 Judaical
014 Sumac hit 11 Void quorum
24 Jazz 17 Eucalyptus 38 Correct
band DOWN eaters 39 Placesin
section 1 Periodical, 19 Nebraska  the heart
25 Taj Mahal  for short city 40 Regimens
city 42 Super-
27 Photog- Solution time: 25 mins. man,
5 2 4 rapher gT‘gi S f(éT\i at birth
8 9 1 i fiizms STEE ey 45 Persia,
2 MERE clalple| foday
§ Peter N VI 46 Asta's
3 6 7 ;i Pan ;fg Agi; feeder
2 31 Cowardly [3[E[T]a vian| 48 Kimono
2 4 3 ¢ 35Puitzer [TV closer
2 category - 1 50D.C.
7 5 8 S 37 Faction  [Eple[e ‘ figure
2z 38CBers  [Als|H]Y E[S| 51 Span.
9 1 6 g device Yesterday's answer 924 |ady
4 3 2 _J AR 6 [7 18 9 10 {11
117.9]
6|85

Difficulty Level % % %
9-24

ZXT LE AEFG KSEKNS PEMFULSD

OVOPCFSF QSDT LSKSMLOVNS

LSQUPSE?

PECMG EM GXSA.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHAT DO YOU RECKON
SHOEMAKERS MIGHT LIKE TO LISTEN TO AS
THEY 'RE DOING THEIR WORK? SOLE MUSIC.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: P equals C

CRYPTOQUIP

TEC POM ONZOTF

9/23
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HOROSCOPE | EUGENIA LAST

CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY: Erin
Chambers, 42; Candace Kita, 54; Nia Vardalos,
59; Kevin Sorbo, 63.

Happy Birthday: Laboring over something
you have no control over will not help you get
ahead this year. Step outside your comfort zone.
Use your intelligence, not your brawn, to get
things done. Broaden your horizons to avoid be-
ing trapped. It's up to you to enjoy life’s journey.
Don’t avoid the things you need to do; act and
move forward.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Bartering is to
your advantage. You'll captivate through imagi-
nation and spark interest in what you want to
pursue. A partnership looks promising. The more
you talk, the easier it will be to convince others
to join the conversation.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): An unexpected
change will result if you make demands or let
someone push you. Keeping a balanced lifestyle
will help you ward off anyone trying to infiltrate
your plans. Be secretive; you'll complete what
you set out to do without interference.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Work diligently
behind the scenes where no one will bother you.
Aim to accomplish the most in the least amount
of time, and move on to activities that offer men-
tal and physical stimulation. Engage in social
events that are safe and captivating.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Stick to what
and who you know. Avoid outsiders; stay with-
in your inner circle to avoid mistrust and harsh
words. Put your emphasis on improvements and
doing things in your unique fashion. Set trends
rather than follow them.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Hold on to your
emotions. Refuse to give someone the upper
hand by showing your true feelings. Keep your
life simple, and stay focused on what you can
accomplish without giving too much away. Do
things your way, and avoid meddlers.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Alter the way you
do things, and you will learn something valu-
able. A change will revitalize your outlook and
introduce you to a life choice you hadn’t consid-
ered in the past. A friend or relative will give you
something to think about.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): An energetic ap-
proach to life will catapult you past anyone
who interferes. Your desire to win will keep you
revved up and ready to excel. Taking on a part-
ner will slow you down. Go it alone, and shoot
for the stars.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): A change is
overdue. Put your plans in motion. Forgo the
past, and move forward without looking back or
letting any hurdles faced deter you from taking
the first step. Embrace life and take charge of
your future.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Sharing
too much information will slow you down. Be
sure you take care of the necessary details to
ensure your plans unfold without a hitch. Tim-
ing is everything, and letting outside interference
intervene will disrupt the outcome. Focus on
preparation and presentation.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Spend more
time at home or working alongside people who
share your goals and interests. A change at
home will make your life easier and help elimi-
nate stress. Learn from the experience you en-
counter, and you’ll achieve the happiness you
deserve.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Stop and take
inventory. Remember what's happened in the
past, and make the necessary changes to pre-
vent making the same mistake twice. Trust your
intelligence, not your emotions, and you will fig-
ure out the best way to move forward.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Put your energy
where it counts, and you'’ll find a position that in-
trigues you. Revamp your resume to fit trends.
Self-improvement projects are favored, and
spending time with someone you love will bring
you closer together.

Eugenia Last may be reached at 1-900-451-5571

or www.eugenialast.com.

Help, I'm out of touch

r. Wallace: I’ve lost touch with
Dso many friends because of

the COVID-19 pandemic and
now | truly feel like I’ve forgotten
how to socialize. It’s as if my
muscle memory in
this department has
atrophied somewhat.

How can | best move

forward again to get
my social life back
to the way it used to
be? I miss the social
life | used to have.
I’m at the point now

ROBERT h | Id
where | could use a
W,ALLACE few suggestions about
Tween N
how best to rebuild my
12 and 20 . .
stagnant social life.
e

— Somewhat Socially
Distant

Somewhat Socially Distant: |
imagine that many people are in a
very similar situation to the one you
presently find yourself in, given the
social isolation that the pandemic
has caused. In fact, | would even go
so far as to assume that several of
your friends are probably feeling the
exact same way you do.

When experiencing loneliness,
people often tend to respond by
withdrawing further into their
comfort zones and doing what
feels safe. From the position of
their comfort zones, they are
protected from the possibility of
rejection, but they thereby also often
unconsciously set themselves up to

experience even greater feelings of
isolation.

The solution in this type of
situation is to do the opposite of
what your intuition would normally
tell you to do. Therefore, instead of
withdrawing from others and being
fearful of reengaging socially, | urge
you to reach out! Be the first to call
or send a text message to a friend
that you have not contacted in a
while, and ask the individual for an
update on life, school or any other
relevant topic. Rather than wait for
someone to reach out to you and
ask you what you need, be proactive
and do the same for someone else.
Focusing on altruism allows you
to get outside of yourself and it
positions you to be more open to
meaningful, genuine connections.
| trust many of your acquaintances
will turn into friends once a dialogue
is started.

| also encourage you, to the extent
that it is safe, to prioritize in—-person
meetings and gatherings wherever
and whenever appropriate. As you
mentioned, you might feel that your
social skills may be lacking right
now, but the only way to reengage
and improve them is through
practice. Be willing to take a risk and
remember that anything valuable
and worth pursuing in life will
require you to step outside of your
comfort zone.

Dr. Wallace may be reached
at rwallace@thegreatestgift.com.

Affair unforgiven for 50 years

ear Annie: For close to 50
Dyears, my friend ““Chloe”” and

I have met for dinner once
a week, and she always discusses
her husband’s past
affair, which occurred
over 50 years ago and
lasted a year. They are
still married and had
a few children after
the affair ended. She
seems to refuse to
believe he has told her
“everything’ and still

ANNIE asks him questions
LANE about it.
Dear Annie | empathize
~ W% with her pain and

repeatedly tell her

that forgiveness is
about her being happy again within
herself and that it does not mean
she condones her husband’s past
behavior. She has been very mean to
him all these years and says hateful
things to him, which distresses their
daughters.

They have been to couples therapy

a few times, but nothing has
changed with her. | am at a loss to
figure out why she keeps this up
after all these years. | need some

HI AND LOIS | BY BRIAN AND GREG WALKER AND CHANCE BROWNE

understanding of why she repeatedly
expresses hate for her husband but
continues to live with him. Does she
need to be a victim? — Concerned
and Confused

Dear CC: You are a good friend
with wise advice, and Chloe is lucky
to have you on the receiving end of
her weekly pity parties.

It sounds like Chloe is using a
“victim mentality”” to avoid dealing
with deeper relationship problems.

If she forgives her husband’s
infidelity, she’ll have to assume
some responsibility for the failures
in her marriage. It’s far easier to just
lay the blame on him.

Still, it is clear she has some
unresolved feelings of rejection. Fifty
years is a long time to be carrying
around so much anger, and she must
be tired. Chloe has two options here:
leave her husband, or forgive him.

If she chooses to forgive, remind
her once more that forgiveness is not
a stamp of approval for his actions;
it is merely an acknowledgement
that their marriage and their family
are more important than a mistake
he made 50 years ago.

Send your questions for Annie Lane
to dearannie@creators.com.

FAMILY CIRCUS | BY BIL KEANE

©2021 Bil Keane, Inc \B‘F
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

“As soon as my hands grow up
I’ll be able to play cards better.”

LOCKHORNS | BY BUNNY HOEST & JOHN REINER

2021 WM. ~OLST CNTERPRISCS, INC Dt

&
-

i
pEs| ZEEnEZ Q.24 S

"THEY AREN'T A PERFECT MATCH, BUT THEY ARE
EVENLY MATCHED."

MARMADUKE | BY BRAD ANDERSON

“You just couldn’t resist one
loud bark, could you?”

NON SEQUITUR | BY WILLEY MILLER

w1
The GREAT UNIACCINKTED ot
OFFICE RE-OPENING

CON\PROMISE. :
T T

WIS 2021 WLex i, v 724
+! DIST.BY ANDRENG INHEEL ORDICATION  WILEY INKEEARTRLINK NET - GOCOMIEA.CONN

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE | BY LYNN JOHNSTON

DID I DO

SOMETHING
WRONG,

OFFICER?

YOU FORGOT
TO USE YOUR

YOU DON'T
EVEN HAVE

IGOT MY
FIRST WARNING
TICKET!

%2021 Comicana. Inc. Distributed by King Features Syndicate.

GARFIELD | BY JIM DAVIS

I'M A GREAT
LISTENER

92021 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved.

DILBERT | BY SCOTT ADAMS

MFFFFeFF - HOO00000

BJ \/OURE NOT INHALING,

DAWNI-YOO'RE

SPOSED TOLOT

LIKETHS -
§ ',;4 =

: "1/ ¢ u;

MFFFFFFFF

©2021 Lynn Johnston Productions Inc. / Dist. By Andrews McMeel Syndication

ZITS | BY JERRY SCOTT AND JIM BORGMAN

THERE'S A PIZZA GLY TWO
POORS POWN, AND THE ICE
CREAM TROCK HAS JUST
ROUNPED THE CORNER

dim DAVIS 9-24

Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication

THE GRAY STUFF
MAKE ¢ WITH MELTED 15 BACKPACK LINT...
SIGNATIRE | | TiC-TACS? EAT AROUNDIT:

"

4

YOUR PHONE
HAS NO SCREEN
PROTECTOR ... AND
A CRACKED SCREEN.

@SCOTTADAMSSAYS

DILBERT.COM

DO YOU WORK IN
MARKETING?

ARE You BETTER.
PSYCHIC?!
I™M AN

| ENGINEER.

9-2%4-21 2021 Scott Adams, Ine./Dist. by Andrews MoMeel

BEETLE!
START
DIGGING!

©2021 Comicana, Inc. Distributed by King Features Syndicate

HE PION'TEVEN
BOTHER TO LIFT
THELID

+MORT
WALKER.

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE |

WILL HAGAR THE
HORRIBLE STILL BE
RAIDING MY CASTLE
IN FIVE YEARS ?

BY CHRIS BROWNE

©2021 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved

AND FRANKLY, MY
APARTMENT HAS BEEN
FEELING A LITTLE
TOO BIG LATELY! MY
DAUGHTER'S AWAY
THIS SEMESTER... 4

DOGS ARE GREAT COMPANIONS!
I HOPE YOU AND PIERRE WILL
N CREATE THAT MAGIC BOND!
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| I 1r i I WEST CENTRAé Switch to
When staying connected is crucial,
keep informed without interruption.

Plus, if you enroll now, we’ll add an additional
FREE MONTH to your subscription!

Switch to EZ Pay today!

-

Call us: Online:

1-320-235-1154 wctrib.news/ezpay

Please mail to: West Central Tribune
PO Box 839, Willmar, MN 56201-0839

YES! | authorize West Central Tribune to ® W WEST CENTRAL>»
initiate EZ Pay and | have selected the rl une
automatic payment option | would like to use.

Signature: Date:

EZ Pay from Credit Card

| would like to pay with my credit card every:
[] month [] 3 months [] 6 months [] year

Card Number:

Expiration Date: / [Jvisa [] MasterCard [] Discover

Signature:

Name on card:
(please print)

EZ Pay from Bank Account Must include a voided check

[[] Debited from account on the 5th of every month
[] Debited from account on the 20th of every month

Financial Institution:

City: State:

9-digit routing number:

Checking account number:

Printed Name: Address:

City: State: Zip:




Bonus news from around the world,

exclusively for e-paper readers.

Eruption on La Palma
threatens banana crop,

Page 2

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2021

Ukrainian lawmakers
pass law on oligarchs,

| NATION PLUS - AFORUM COMMUNICATIONS EXTRA

Comcast launches XiOne,

Page 5
> > > > »

Prosecution wraps up closing

argumentin R. Kelly’s trial,

> > > > > > > »

By Daina Beth Solomon
and Humeyra Pamuk
Reuters

Ciudad Acuna,
Mexico/Washington

he U.S. special envoy to
THaiti resigned in protest

in a letter that blasted
the Biden administration
for deporting hundreds of
migrants back to the crisis-
engulfed Caribbean nation
from a camp on the U.S.-
Mexican border in recent
days.

Daniel Foote, a career
diplomat named to his post
in July, said the ““collapsed
state” was unable to support
the infusion of returning
migrants.

“I will not be associated
with the United States’
inhumane, counterproductive
decision to deport thousands
of Haitian refugees and
illegal immigrants,” Foote
said in a letter addressed to
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken.

Haiti, the poorest nation in
the Western Hemisphere, has
been hit in recent weeks by
a presidential assassination,
gang violence and a major
earthquake.

The United States has
returned more than 1,400
migrants from the camp
in Del Rio, Texas to Haiti,
including families, and
moved over 3,200 people for
processing away from the
encampment, Department
of Homeland Security (DHS)
officials said on Thursday.
At its peak on Sept. 18 there
were some 15,000 people
at the camp, around two-
thirds of those families, the
officials said.

Many of the migrants
say they hope to stay in

Marco Bello / Reuters

Migrants seeking asylum in the U.S. walk towards a bus to Houston from Val Verde Border Humanitarian Coalition after being
released from U.S. Customs and Border Protection on Thursday in Del Rio, Texas.

the United States and seek
asylum. But an expulsion
policy in place since the
beginning of the coronavirus
pandemic means most may
not get that opportunity.
Some are being loaded onto
flights back to Haiti while
others are being released
into the United States to
pursue their immigration
cases in court.

At least four deportation

flights to Haiti were
scheduled for Thursday,
according to a flight tracking
website and activists who
track deportation flights.
Foote submitted his
resignation to Blinken
on Wednesday, a State
Department spokesperson
said, adding that Washington
was committed to the long-
term well being of Haiti, as
well as offering immediate

help to returning migrants.
Foote’s decision was
interpreted and welcomed
by rights groups as
a stern criticism of
the administration’s
immigration strategy.
Biden’s handling of the
situation at the border,
where record numbers
have been detained this
year, has led to growing
disillusionment from

migration advocates

who hoped for an end to
deterrent measures brought
in by his predecessor Donald
Trump.

Julian Castro, a former
housing secretary, wrote in a
tweet that “it’s baffling and
disappointing that President
Biden has not spoken out
about the mistreatment and
continued deportation of
Haitian asylum-seekers.”

US Democrats report deal
to pay for spending plans

By Richard Cowan
and David Morgan
Reuters

WASHINGTON - The top
two Democrats in the U.S.
Congress on Thursday said
they had reached a deal to
pay for President Joe Biden’s
sweeping social agenda, as
the White House warned
federal agencies to begin
preparing for the possibility
of a government shutdown.

Senate Majority Leader
Chuck Schumer and House
of Representatives Speaker
Nancy Pelosi provided no
details on how they would
pay for Biden’s proposed
$3.5 trillion social spending
plan.

The party remains deeply
divided about the bill, with
moderates objecting to its
size and progressives saying
they won’t accept anything
smaller.

Even as that intra-party
fight is playing out, Con-
gress faces a pair of critical
fast-approaching deadlines.

Funding for federal agen-
cies will run out on Oct.
1 if lawmakers don’t act,
which would prompt a par-
tial shutdown of the fed-
eral government. The U.S.
Treasury has also warned
that unless Congress rais-
es or temporarily lifts the
nation’s borrowing limit it
will run out of money to pay
the government’s bills by
mid-October, which could
cause a historic default.

Republicans, who see the

fix "y

Elizabeth Frantz / Reuters

U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) speaks to reporters
Thursday during her weekly news conference on Capitol Hill

in Washington.

debt ceiling debate as a
way to derail or scale back
Biden’s agenda, have vowed
to oppose the debt ceiling
and government funding
measure that passed the
House of Representatives on
Tuesday.

The White House charac-
terized its warning to feder-
al agencies to prepare for a
possible government shut-
down as a formality.

“It’s just a reminder,”
White House press secre-
tary Jen Psaki told reporters.
“We’re seven days out, and
we need to be prepared, of
course, in any event of any
contingency.”

Still, even with those risks
approaching, Pelosi and

Schumer sought to present
Thursday’s deal as a victory
the morning after Biden met
with congressional Demo-
crats to try to hash out an
agreement on the size of the
package.

“We know that we can
cover the proposals that the
president has put forth,”
Pelosi said at a news con-
ference. “This is a giant step
forward.”

Neither she nor Schum-
er offered details about the
agreement or the overall
price of the legislative pack-
age. Multiple members of
the Democratic rank and file
said they have not yet seen
the framework.

CDC advisory panel
suggests booster shots

Recommended for
people 65 and older or
those at high risk

By Michael Erman
and Manojna Maddipatla
Reuters

A U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC)
advisory panel on Thursday
recommended a booster shot
of the Pfizer and BioNTech
COVID-19 vaccine for Amer-
icans aged 65 and older and
some adults with underlying
medical conditions that put
them at risk of severe disease.

The panel by a vote of
9-6 declined to recommend
boosters for adults ages 18
to 64 who live or work in
institutions with high risk of
contracting COVID-19, based
on individual risk

The guidelines voted on by
the CDC’s Advisory Commit-
tee on Immunization Practic-
es still need to be signed off on
by agency Director Rochelle
Walensky. The recommenda-
tions are not binding, and
states and other jurisdictions
could disregard them.

The recommendations also
are considered interim and
the committee has plans to
meet to consider other issues
twice in the next month.

Still, the vote by the group,
following U.S. Food and Drug
Administration authorization
clears the way for a boost-
er rollout to begin as soon
as this week for millions of
people who had their second
dose of the Pfizer shot at

least six months ago.

The CDC said that some 26
million people in the Unit-
ed States received the second
Pfizer/BioNTech shot at least
six months ago, including 13
million age 65 or older.

Last month, President Joe
Biden and eight top health
officials said they hoped to
start booster shots the week
of Sept. 10 for all people eight
months after they had been
vaccinated.

A group of independent
FDA advisers last week over-
whelmingly rejected recom-
mending a broader approval
of booster doses and instead
recommended a narrower
authorization.

Dr. Paul Offit, a member of
the FDA advisory panel, said
he believed the CDC advis-
ers were worried that rec-
ommending boosters based
on employment would make
it difficult to limit who got
them at a time where there
was not enough data.

More than 180 million peo-
ple in the United States are
fully vaccinated, or about
64% of the eligible popula-
tion.

The United States is aver-
aging about 128,000 new
COVID-19 cases per day,
off an August high of about
160,000. The recent wave of
U.S. COVID-19 hospitaliza-
tions, primarily among the
unvaccinated, may also have
peaked, although the nation
was still recording some
1,500 COVID-19 deaths a day
over the last week, according
to CDC data.



NEWS

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2021

| AFORUM COMMUNICATIONS EXTRA

> > > > > > > >

> > > > >

Low-lying nations implore faster action

Leaders speak at UN about ‘existential threat’ of climate change

By Daphne Psaledakis
and Michelle Nichols
Reuters

UNITED NATIONS - Faced
with what they see as an exis-
tential threat, leaders from
low-lying and island nations
implored rich countries at
the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly this week to
act more forcefully against a
warming planet.

The failure by developed
economies to effectively curb
their greenhouse gas emis-
sions contributes to rising sea
levels and especially imperils
island and low-lying nations
at the mercy of water.

“We simply have no high-
er ground to cede,” Marshall
Islands President David Kabua
told leaders in a pre-recorded
speech at the high-level gath-
ering on Wednesday. “The
world simply cannot delay cli-
mate ambition any further.”

Countries agreed under
the 2015 Paris Agreement

Spencer Platt / Pool via Reuters / File Photo
Guyana’s President Mohamed Irfaan Ali speaks Thursday during
the 76th session of the United Nations General Assembly at the
U.N. headquarters in New York.

on climate change mitiga-
tion to attempt to limit the
rise in global temperatures to
2.7 degrees Fahrenheit, the
threshold scientists say would
head off the worst impacts of

warming. To do that, scien-
tists say, the world needs to
cut global emissions in half by
2030, and to net-zero by 2050.

“The difference between 1.5
degrees and 2 degrees is a

death sentence for the Mal-
dives,” President Ibrahim
Mohamed Solih told world
leaders on Tuesday.

Guyana President Irfaan
Ali criticized large polluters
for not delivering on promis-
es to curb emissions, accus-
ing them of ““deception” and
“failure” and warning that
climate change will Kkill far
more people than the COVID-
19 pandemic.

“We hold out similar hope
that the world’s worst emit-
ters of greenhouse gases that
are affecting the welfare of
all mankind will also come
to the realization that, in the
end, it will profit them little
to emerge king over a world of
dust,” Ali told world leaders
on Thursday.

He said small island states
and countries with low-ly-
ing coastlines, like Guyana,
will bear the full brunt of the
impending disaster despite
being among the lowest emit-
ters of greenhouse gases.

“This is not only unfair, it is
unjust,” he said.

Richard Gowan, U.N. direc-
tor at the International Crisis
Group, said there had been a
“sense of existential crisis™
running through the annu-
al gathering at the United
Nations.

“Both Beijing and Wash-
ington want to show they
are leading the fight against
global warming. If the small
islands’ leaders can’t get peo-
ple to listen at this General
Assembly, they never will,”
Gowan said.

President Joe Biden said on
Tuesday he would work with
Congress to double funds by
2024 to $11.4 billion per year
to help developing nations
deal with climate change.

The funding would help
achieve a global goal set more
than a decade ago of $100
billion per year to support
climate action in vulnerable
countries by 2020.

Lawmakers,

By David Shepardson
and Doina Chiacu
Reuters

WASHINGTON - U.S. law-
makers, aviation unions and
others on Thursday pushed
for new actions to try to deter
the rising reports of unruly
passenger incidents.

Delta Air Lines wants other
U.S. airlines to share lists of
passengers who have been
banned during the COVID-
19 pandemic for disruptive
behavior to help deter aggres-
sive behavior.

“We’ve also asked other
airlines to share their ‘no fly’
list to further protect airline
employees across the indus-
try,” Delta said in a memo

alr industry call for action on unruly

seen by Reuters. “A list of
banned customers doesn’t
work as well if that customer
can fly with another airline.”

Delta said since the COVID-
19 pandemic it has put more
than 1,600 people on its “no
fly”” list. United Airlines has
banned more than 1,000 peo-

ple.
House Transportation
Chairman Peter DeFazio

asked at a hearing Thursday
on “air rage” if there are
legal impediments to airlines
sharing “no fly” lists. He said
the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration (FAA) could poten-
tially create a list from airline
input.

The rate of unruly air-
line passenger incidents has

dropped sharply but remains
twice as high as last year, the
FAA said Thursday.

Representative Eddie Ber-
nice Johnson, a Democrat,
asked why the Justice Depart-
ment is not doing more to
prosecute unruly air passen-
gers.

“The Department of Jus-
tice has been slow to con-
duct criminal investiga-
tions or seek indictments,”
said Sara Nelson, president
of the Association of Flight
Attendants-CWA (AFA) at
the hearing. “We do need ...
Congress to encourage DOJ
to take those (enforcement)
actions.”

A Justice Department
spokesman noted interfer-

ence with flight crew mem-
bers is a federal offense car-
rying a maximum penalty of
20 years in prison.

The department “‘treats
interference with flight crew
members the same as every
other case we investigate. We
use prosecutorial discretion
in deciding which cases are
appropriate for federal pros-
ecution.”

Some fliers have balked at
a federal face-mask mandate
imposed amid the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic, which
was recently extended into
early 2022. Thousands have
been banned from some air-
lines for refusing to comply
and some face $9,000 federal
civil fines for defying mask

passengers

requirements.

In June, Airlines for Amer-
ica and aviation unions asked
Attorney General Merrick
Garland to prosecute the
growing number of disruptive
and violent air passengers.

Lauren Beyer, a vice presi-
dent at Airlines for America,
suggested lawmakers contact
the Justice Department “and
urge them to direct federal
prosecutors to dedicate the
resources to handle these
cases.”

To date this year, there
have been 4,385 reports of
unruly passenger incidents,
including 3,199 that were
mask-related. The FAA has
issued more than $1 million
in proposed fines.
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Tenn. supermarket
shooting leaves 2
dead, 12 injured

(Reuters) - A gunman opened
fire at a supermarket in sub-
urban Memphis, Tennessee, on
Thursday, Kkilling one person
and wounding at least 12 before
apparently taking his own life,
the police chief said.

Law enforcement officers
swarmed to the scene just after
the shooting unfolded at a Kro-
ger grocery store in Collierville,
Tennessee, and began helping
victims and others found hid-
ing inside the supermarket, chief
Dale Lane told reporters.

Live reports on local televi-
sion showed a crowd of Kro-
ger employees and customers
standing outside the building
after the shooting. “I'm a lit-
tle shaky but I’'m OK,” Kroger
employee Brignetta Dickerson
told WREG-TV. “lI got God on
my side.”

The gunman, who was believed
to have acted alone, was found
dead of a self-inflicted gunshot
wound in a parking lot outside
the store, Lane said. Local media
reported the suspect’s body was
discovered inside his vehicle.

The gunman, who was believed
to have acted alone, was found
dead of a self-inflicted gunshot
wound in a parking lot outside
the store, Lane said. Local media
reported the suspect’s body was
discovered inside his vehicle.

He called the gun violence
“the most horrific event that has
occurred in Collierville history.”

President: Belarus
has found spies

working for West

Belarusian President Alex-
ander Lukashenko said some
employees at state-run facto-
ries were secretly working for
the West against his government
on Thursday after human rights
activists reported the detention
of 14 workers at a fertilizer plant.

The plant, Grodno Azot, is one
of several placed under West-
ern sanctions in response to a
violent crackdown on protesters
by Lukashenko after a contested
election last year. The factory
was also a hub of those same
mass protests.

Lukashenko did not mention
the plant or go into specifics in
his comments, saying only that
state employees were passing on
information about how the gov-
ernment was nullifying the effect
of the sanctions.

Russian spy chief

accuses Britain of lies

MOSCOW (Reuters) — A Rus-
sian spy chief on Thursday
accused Britain of lies and trying
to divert attention from other
issues after British police said a
third Russian suspect had been
identified in the 2018 Novichok
murder attempt on a former
double agent.

The attack on Sergei Skri-
pal, who sold Russian secrets to
Britain, caused one of the big-
gest rows between Russia and
the West since the Cold War,
leading to the tit-for-tat expul-
sion of dozens of diplomats after
Britain blamed Moscow.

Britain on Tuesday said anoth-
er Russian had been charged in
absentia with the attack, which
led to the death of a woman from
Novichok poisoning, and said
the three suspects were Russian
military intelligence operatives.

Japan, South
Korea meet, restate
positions in dispute

WASHINGTON (Reuters)
- Japanese Foreign Minis-
ter Toshimitsu Motegi met his
South Korean counterpart Chung
Eui-yong on Thursday and the
two restated positions in a dis-
pute, but agreed to accelerate
consultations to resolve the
issue, Japan’s account of the
meeting said.

A historic feud over Japan’s
1910-1945 occupation of
Korea including over “‘comfort
women,” Japan’s euphemism
for mostly Korean women forced
to work in its wartime brothels,
has long soured bilateral ties
between the two important U.S.
allies.

The dispute in recent years
has brought tit-for-tat export
curbs and threatened security
cooperation between the neigh-
bors, despite the shared threat
they face from North Korea.

Eruption on La Palma
threatens banana crop

Over 200 houses
have been destroyed
since Sunday

By Nacho Doce
and Marco Trujillo
Reuters

LA PALMA, Spain - Jets
of red hot lava shot into the
sky on Spain’s La Palma
on Thursday as a huge
cloud of toxic ash drift-
ed from the Cumbre Vieja
volcano toward the main-
land and jeopardized the
island’s economically cru-
cial banana crops.

Walls of lava, which turns
black when exposed to the
air, have advanced slow-
ly westward since Sun-
day, engulfing everything
in their path, including
houses, schools and some
banana plantations.

Farmers near the town of
Todoque raced to save as
much as possible of their
crop, piling their trucks
high with sacks of the green
bananas, on which many of
the islanders depend for
their livelihood.

“We’re just trying to take
everything we can,” said a
farmer who gave his name
as Roberto.

Some 15% of La Pal-
ma’s 140 million kilogram
annual banana production
could be at risk if farm-
ers are unable to access
plantations and tend to
their crops, Sergio Cace-
res, manager of producer’s
association Asprocan, told
Reuters.

“There is the main trag-
edy of destroyed houses
— many of those affect-
ed are banana producers
or employees — but their
livelihood is further down
the hill,” he said. “Some
farms have already been
covered.”

Caceres said the farm-

Nacho Doce / Reuters

Lava and smoke rise following the eruption of a volcano
Thursday on the Island of La Palma, Spain. Picture taken

with drone.

ers were already suffer-
ing losses and warned that
if lava pollutes the water
supply it could potentially
cause problems for months
to come.

The island produc-
es around a quarter of the
Canary Islands’s renowned
bananas, which hold pro-
tected designation of origin
status.

With more than 200
houses destroyed and thou-
sands of evacuated people
unable to return home, the
Canary Islands’ regional
government said it would
buy two housing develop-
ments with a combined 73
properties for those made
homeless. Spanish banks
jointly announced they
would offer vacant homes
they hold across the Canar-
ies as emergency shelter.

Property portal lIdealista
estimated the volcano had
so far destroyed property
worth around $102 million.

Experts had originally
predicted the lava would
hit the Atlantic Ocean late
on Monday but its descent
has slowed to a glacial pace
of around 4 meters per

hour and authorities say it
may stop before reaching
the sea.

Volcanologists have said
gases from the eruption are
not harmful to health. But
a plume of thick cloud now
extends some 2.6 miles into
the air, raising concerns of
visibility for flights. The
airport remains open but
authorities have created
two exclusion zones where
only authorized aircrafts

can fly.
Prevailing winds are
expected to propel the

cloud northeast over the
rest of the Canary archipel-
ago, the lberian peninsu-
la and the Mediterranean,
according to the European
Union’s Copernicus Atmo-
sphere Monitoring Service.

National weather service
AEMET said air quality had
not been affected at surface
level and ruled out acid
rain falling over the main-
land or the Balearic Islands
and was even unlikely in
Canary islands.

Local authorities have
warned people to clean
food and clothes to avoid
ingesting the toxic ash.
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Handling of assault
changes in military

New special victims
prosecution office to take
control of cases by 2027

By Andrew Dyer
The San Diego Union-Tribune

In a move long sought by
critics of how the military
handles allegations of sexual
assaults and harassment, those
cases will be removed from the
military chain of command and
handed over to a new special
victims prosecution office by
2027, the Defense Department
announced Wednesday.

The change is one of several
the Pentagon plans to make
based on recommendations
from an independent review
commission on military sex-
ual assaults launched just
weeks after the inauguration
of President Joe Biden and the
appointment of Lloyd Austin
11 as defense secretary.

“This administration has
placed an unprecedented-
ly high priority on this chal-
lenge,” said Deputy Defense
Secretary Kathleen Hicks. “We
have now created that way
ahead called the implementa-
tion road map, and Secretary
Austin has approved it in its
entirety.”

The road map features
sweeping changes to how the
military handles sexual assault
and harassment complaints
from service members, from
how the offenses are inves-
tigated and prosecuted to the
support systems for victims.

The changes will come via a
four-tiered system, with each
tier dependent on the imple-
mentation of the previous.
Each branch of the military
must begin implementing their
plans for the first tier by Dec.
15. Full implementation of the
first tier must be completed by
2027; implementation of the
full slate must be accomplished
by 2030.

The priority recommenda-
tions under the first tier include
removing the prosecution of

sexual assaults and related
crimes from the military chain
of command and establish-
ing the Offices of Special Vic-
tims Prosecutors to handle the
cases. For sexual harassment
cases, it also calls for inde-
pendent trained investigators
and the mandatory discharge
of those who engage in sexual
harassment.

Another big change is tak-
ing the jobs of command-level
sexual assault response coordi-
nators and making them per-
manent, specialized positions.

Other changes include those
affecting the military justice
process specifically, such as a
revision to how court-martial
panels are selected.

Advocates have long agitat-
ed for these changes. But the
leader of one prominent advo-
cacy group said that without
legislative changes, it might be
difficult to make effective, per-
manent reforms. Those legis-
lative changes are included in
next year’s proposed defense
spending bills now in the
House and Senate.

“There’s a sense that we’ve
achieved a lot in the survivor
community,” said Don Chris-
tensen, president of Protect our
Defenders, a nonprofit human
rights organization focused
on eliminating military sexual
assault. ““I applaud (the Pen-
tagon) for saying they’re going
to do this but they need legis-
lative fixes.”

Christensen, a retired Air
Force colonel who once served
as the service’s chief prosecu-
tor, said that unless changes
are also made to the Uniform
Code of Military Justice, it could
be difficult to convict offenders
under the Pentagon’s plan.

“Our military appellate
courts have held military and
government prosecutors to a
very high standard,” he said.
“You run the risk of having
cases thrown out if they don’t
do it right.”

©2021 The San Diego Union-Tribune.
Distributed by Tribune Content
Agency, LLC.
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By Pavel Polityuk
and Natalia Zinets
Reuters

KYIV - Ukraine’s parlia-
ment passed a law on Thurs-
day to order *‘oligarchs” to
register and stay out of pol-
itics, a day after an attempt
to kill a top aide to President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy, which
officials said could have been
a response to the reform.

The law provides a defini-
tion for an oligarch and gives
a body headed by the pres-
ident, the National Securi-
ty and Defence Council, the
power to determine who
meets the criteria.

Oligarchs would be forbid-
den from financing politi-
cal parties or taking part in
privatizations. Top officials,
including the president,
prime minister and head of
the central bank, would be
required to declare dealings
they had with them.

Zelenskiy says it is nec-
essary to protect the coun-
try from powerful business-
men who have corrupted its
political system for decades.
His opponents say they fear
it will be applied selectively
to concentrate more power
in the president’s hands.

“Thanks to the anti-oli-
garch law, Ukraine gets a
historic chance to build a
civilized and clean relation-
ship between big business
and the state,” Zelenskiy
said in a statement.

“Yes, many politicians do
not like it. Yes, they want to
live as before, working for
the oligarchs. Yes, there was
a lot of pressure on our dep-
uties, a lot of intrigue and
even blackmail. But the law
was passed.”

The law passed a first
reading in July. Thurs-

> > > >

Ukrainian lawmakers
pass law on oligarchs

Comes after assassination attempt on top aide

Ruslan Kaniuka / Reuters

Opposition lawmakers argue with the first deputy parliament
speaker Ruslan Stefanchuk on Thursday during a parliament
session to vote for a law that order “oligarchs” to register and
stay out of politics, in Kyiv, Ukraine.

day’s second reading, which
passed with 279 votes in the
450-seat parliament, means
it now goes to Zelenskiy for
approval.

Zelenskiy’s team has sug-
gested anger at the law could
be behind an attempt to
assassinate Serhiy Shefir, a
top aide and close friend of
the president. Shefir’s car
was sprayed with gunfire
on Wednesday by unidenti-
fied attackers as he traveled
between two villages outside
the capital.

Shefir was unharmed
thoughhisdriverwaswound-
ed. Police are searching for
the weapon and interviewing
possible witnesses who were
picking mushrooms nearby,
Interior Ministry spokesper-
son Artem Shevchenko said
on Thursday.

Zelenskiy, a former TV
comic, won a landslide elec-
tion in 2019 promising to
tackle corruption and curb

the influence of tycoons who
have dominated business,
the media and politics since
the end of the Soviet era.
Opponents say he owes his
own rise to the tycoon whose
TV channel backed his earli-
er career.

Opposition lawmak-
er Oleksiy Goncharenko,
from former President Petro
Poroshenko’s party, said by
giving a presidential body
the authority to determine
who is an oligarch, the law
“creates huge scope for cor-
ruption.”

Kira Rudyk, the lead-
er of the Voice party, said
the bill was designed ““only
to strengthen the power,
strengthen the position of
the president and make it so
that he can, together with
the National Security and
Defence Council, actually
decide who can have con-
trol over the media and who
cannot.”

Fawn fire quickly spreads in California

Windy fire spurs more evacuations as glant sequoias remain in danger

By Hayley Smith
Los Angeles Times

The Windy fire swirling
around California’s giant
sequoia trees spurred addi-
tional evacuation orders,
while a new blaze in Shas-
ta County sent residents
fleeing from thick smoke
and encroaching flames on
Thursday.

Dubbed the Fawn fire, the
new blaze emerged in the
Mountain Gate area near Red-
ding on Wednesday afternoon
and had swelled to 800 acres
by the following morning.

The fire, which is burning
near Fawndale and Radcliff
Roads northeast of Shas-
ta Lake, was 5% contained
Thursday morning, according
to the California Department
of Forestry and Fire Protec-
tion.

Cal Fire Shasta-Trinity
spokeswoman Cheryl Bulia-
vak said the cause of the
fire was still under investiga-
tion, but she confirmed that a

Brian van der Brug / Los Angeles Times / TNS
Smoke fills the sky in the Sequoia National Forest above a
giant sequoia on the Windy fire on Sept. 16 near the Tule River
Reservation in Sequoia National Forest, California.

woman was arrested Wednes-
day night on “fire-related
charges.” Additional details
would be released later, she
said.

The fire started in steep,
rugged terrain and is burning

in heavy timber.

“Between the terrain, the
vegetation being extremely
dry — overnight we had some
windy conditions that caused
the fire to spot in multiple
areas — there are a lot of

factors that are challenging
firefighters,” Buliavak said.

Meanwhile, the Tulare
County  Sheriff’s  Office
ordered the evacuation just
before 8 p.m. Wednesday of
several areas near the Windy
fire, which is burning in
Sequoia National Forest and
on the Tule River Reserva-
tion.

“You’re going to be able
to smell smoke,” operations
section chief Seth Mitch-
ell said during an evening
update. “You’re going to be
able to see flame from the
community of Camp Nelson.”

The fire had swelled to
43,745 acres and was 6%
contained Thursday morning,
officials said.

Incident spokesman Steve
Rasmussen attributed the
fire’s latest run — a sub-
stantial 12,000 acres — to a
dry airmass that brought low
humidity and winds to the
area, which helped fan the
flames as they fed on critical-

ly dry vegetation.

For days, the Windy fire
has threatened the Trail of
100 Giants inside Long Mead-
ow Grove, where at least one
giant sequoia known as the
Bench Tree was damaged by
fire atop its crown.

Crown fires can be cat-
astrophic even for the
fire—adapted trees, with last
year’s Castle fire decimating
an estimated 10% to 14% of
the world’s sequoia popula-
tion.

Just north of the Windy fire
in Sequoia National Park, the
KNP Complex grew to 33,046
acres Thursday with no con-
tainment.

The towering trees inside
Giant Forest remained rel-
atively unscathed Thursday,
officials said, and the nearby
historic cabin communities of
Mineral King, Cabin Cove and
Silver City are still a top pri-
ority as the fire pushes east.

©2021 Los Angeles Times. Distributed
by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

US: Window open for Iran nuclear talks, but not forever

By Arshad Mohammed
and Humeyra Pamuk
Reuters

WASHINGTON/UNITED
NATIONS - The window is
still open to revive the 2015
Iran nuclear deal but won’t
be forever, a senior U.S. offi-
cial said on Thursday, saying
Iran has yet to name a nego-
tiator, set a date for talks or
say whether it would resume
where they left off in June.

Washington was prepared
to be patient, the U.S. offi-
cial told reporters, but said
at some point Iran’s nuclear
advances would overtake the
deal and the United States

and its partners would have
to decide whether Iran was
willing to revive it.

“We’re still interested. We
still want to come back to
the table,” the senior U.S.
State Department official
said in a telephone briefing.
“The window of opportunity
is open. It won’t be open for-
ever if Iran takes a different
course.”

Tehran signaled on Tues-
day that negotiations would
resume in a few weeks with-
out giving a specific date.
Despite Iran’s need to bolster
its economy by negotiating an
end to U.S. sanctions, insiders
expect its new government to

adopt a tougher line if talks
resume.

Under the 2015 deal, Iran
curbed its uranium enrich-
ment program, a possible
pathway to nuclear arms, in
return for the lifting of eco-
nomic sanctions. Then-U.S.
President Donald Trump quit
the deal in 2018 and re-im-
posed harsh sanctions.

The U.S. official declined
to say what the United States
might do if Iran refuses to
return to negotiations, or if
a resumption of the original
deal proves impossible. Such
U.S. contingency planning is
often called “Plan B.”

“The ‘Plan B’ that we’re

concerned about is the one
that Iran may be contemplat-
ing, where they want to con-
tinue to build their nuclear
program and not be seriously
engaged in talks to return
to the JCPOA,” he said, in a
reference to the deal’s formal
name, the Joint Comprehen-
sive Plan of Action.

Iran and the United States
in April started indirect talks
on salvaging the nuclear
agreement, but those stopped
two days after Ebrahim Raisi
was elected Iran’s president
in June.

On Tuesday, Raisi echoed
Iran’s longstanding position
that nuclear weapons “have

no place in our defense doc-
trine and deterrence policy.”

Western powers have said
time is running out as lIran’s
nuclear program is advancing
well beyond the limits set by
the deal.

“Time is not on our side
with respect to a poten-
tial agreement because lran
is taking advantage of the
delays in order to compound
its nuclear violations, mak-
ing a return to the JCPOA
increasingly complicated,”
said French foreign minis-
try spokeswoman Anne-Claire
Legendre.
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Tropical Storm Sam forms in Atlantic

By Robin Webb
and Chris Perkins
South Florida Sun Sentinel

Tropical Storm Sam, the
18th named storm of the sea-
son, is expected to be at hur-
ricane strength by Friday, and
could be a major hurricane
with top winds of 111 mph by
late Monday, according to the
National Hurricane Center.

Sam formed Thursday from
Tropical Depression Eighteen
and was moving west at 16
mph with maximum sus-

tained winds of 50 mph, as of
11 a.m. Thursday, about 1,745
miles east-southeast of the
boundary where the Atlantic
Ocean meets the far eastern
Caribbean Sea. It is forecast

to move west-northwest by
Friday.
It will move more slow-

ly over the weekend as it
reaches hurricane strength,
forecasters said. If its maxi-
mum sustained winds reach
115 mph as forecast, it would
be at Category 3 hurricane
strength, making it the fourth

major hurricane of 2021.

It’s too early to tell where
it might end up, but the next
few days could be crucial
toward forecasting its track.
A fast-developing storm rais-
es the likelihood it misses
Florida.

“The faster that this system
strengthens over the next few
days, the more likely it is
to re-curve east of Florida,
and potentially well east of
Florida,” according to Accu-
Weather meteorologist Randy
Adkins.

“[However] if this storm
takes a little while longer to
organize and develop into a
hurricane, then that will like-
ly keep it on a track that’s
farther to the south and like-
ly increase the likelihood
that Florida could see some
impacts from this system.”

Adkins said any poten-
tial impact from the system
wouldn’t be felt for another
10 days or so, during the first
weekend of October.

Meanwhile, a tropical wave
is expected to roll off Afri-

ca’s west coast by end of
the weekend. It’s forecast to
move west at 10 to 15 mph
and right now chances for its
development are low.

There is also a medium
chance that the remnants of
the former Tropical Storm
Odette could redevelop and
become a subtropical storm
later this week. It is in the
northern Atlantic and is no
threat to land.

©2021 South Florida Sun Sentinel.
Distributed by Tribune Content
Agency, LLC.

Islamic State uses Taliban’s tactics

Internal enemies of government adopt urban warfare tactics

By Alasdair Pal
and Jibran Ahmed
Reuters

A little more than a month
after toppling the West-
ern-backed government in
Kabul, Afghanistan’s new Tal-
iban rulers are facing internal
enemies who have adopted
many of the tactics of urban
warfare that marked their own
successful guerrilla campaign.

A deadly attack on Kabul
airport last month and a series
of bomb blasts in the eastern
city of Jalalabad, all claimed
by the local affiliate of Islam-
ic State, have underlined the
threat to stability from violent
militant groups who remain
unreconciled to the Taliban.

While the movement’s
spokesman Zabihullah Muja-
hid has downplayed the
threat, saying this week that
Islamic State had no effec-
tive presence in Afghanistan,
commanders on the ground
do not dismiss the threat so
lightly.

Two members of the move-
ment’s intelligence services
who investigated some of
the recent attacks in Jalala-
bad said the tactics showed
the group remained a danger,
even if it did not have enough
fighters and resources to seize

territory.
Using sticky bombs, the
attacks targeted Taliban

members in exactly the same
way the Taliban itself used to
hit officials and civil society
figures to destabilize the for-
mer government.

“In Afghanistan, the return
of Taliban is a huge victory
for the Islamists. They have
celebrated the return of
the Taliban, so I think that
Afghanistan is the new
theater”

ROHAN GUNARATNA,
PROFESSOR OF SECURITY
STUDIES AT SINGAPORE'’S

NANYANG TECHNOLOGICAL
UNIVERSITY

Islamic State in Khorasan,
the name taken from the
ancient name for the region
that includes modern Afghan-
istan, first emerged in late
2014 but has declined from its
peak around 2018 following a
series of heavy losses inflicted
by both the Taliban and U.S.
forces.

Taliban security forces in
Nangarhar said they had killed
three members of the move-
ment on Wednesday night and
the intelligence officials said
the movement still retains
the ability to cause trouble
through small-scale attacks.

“Their main structure
is broken and they are now
divided in small groups to
carry out attacks,” one of
them said.

Funding dried up

The Taliban have said
repeatedly that they will not
allow Afghanistan to be used
as a base for attacks on other
countries. But some Western
analysts believe the return of

Reuters TV / 1TV | File photo

People carry an injured person to hospital after a suicide bomb attack Aug. 26 at Kabul airport that

was claimed by Islamic State.

the Islamist group to power
has invigorated groups like
ISIS-K and al Qaeda, which
had made Afghanistan their
base when the Taliban last
ruled the country.

“In Afghanistan, the return
of Taliban is a huge victory
for the Islamists,” said Rohan
Gunaratna, professor of secu-
rity studies at Singapore’s
Nanyang Technological Uni-
versity. “They have celebrated
the return of the Taliban, so |
think that Afghanistan is the
new theater.”

ISIS-K is believed to draw
many of its fighters from the
ranks of the Taliban or the
Pakistani version of the Tal-
iban, known as the TTP, but

much of the way it operates
remains little understood.

It has fought the Taliban
over smuggling routes and
other economic interests but it
also supports a global Caliph-
ate under Islamic law, in con-
trast with the Taliban which
insists it has no interest in
anywhere outside Afghani-
stan.

Most analysts, as well as
the United Nations, peg ISIS-
K’s strength at under 2,000
fighters, compared to as many
as 100,000 at the Taliban’s
disposal. The ranks of ISIS-K
were swollen with prisoners
released when Afghanistan’s
jails were opened by the Tal-
iban as they swept through

the country.

According to a June report
by the UN security council,
ISIS-K’s financial and logistic
ties to its parent organiza-
tion in Syria have weakened,
though it does retain some
channels of communication.

“Funding support to the
Khorasan branch from the
core is believed to have effec-

tively dried up,” the report
said.

However, the report said
signs of divisions within

the Taliban could encourage
more fighters to defect as the
wartime insurgency tries to
reshape itself into a peacetime
administration.

Bold wild boars invade Rome’s mayoral election race

Reuters

ROME - All roads lead
to Rome, or at least so it
seems for wild boar.

Sightings of boars
trotting along the
streets have become so
commonplace in some
neighborhoods of the
Italian capital that the
problem has spilt over
into campaigning for
Rome’s mayoral elec-
tion.

The animals have been
increasingly drawn to
the city in recent years,
attracted by the piles of
stinking trash.

“l am scared ... one
time | saw them as | was
going to throw the rub-
bish away. They came
after me,” Rome resi-
dent Rosa Carletti told

Reuters TV.
A Reuters video on
Wednesday showed

adult boars  walk-
ing through northern
Rome with their piglets,
blithely passing cars
and pedestrians, with-
out fear or caution.
Mayor Virginia Raggi,
a member of the 5-Star
Movement, is seeking
re—election in the Octo-
ber vote and has sought
to shift the blame for
the unwelcome visitors
onto her political foes.
In a legal suit she
filed earlier this month,
she accused the Lazio
region, which is cen-
tered on Rome and is
led by the center-left
Democratic Party (PD),

the boars is “a joke” and
has accused the incum-
bent administration of
mismanagement.
Videos of boar incur-
sions regularly go viral.
In May, six boar were
seen harassing a woman
in a carpark near Rome,
forcing her to drop her
shopping bags and flee.
Last October, there was
outrage after police shot
and killed a sow and her
six piglets on a play-
ground near the Vatican.
“Instead of being
mayor, Raggi has basi-

of failing to keep the
animals out of the cap-
ital.

The region has denied
her accusations, saying
management of the ani-
mals outside the coun-

tryside that rings the
city is up to Rome’s var-
ious municipal councils.

Roberto

Gualtieri,

of Raggi’s main oppo-

Remo Casilli / Reuters
Wild boars roam a street foraging for food Thursday in Rome, Italy.

nents

in the mayoral
a PD member and one race, has said the suit
against the region for

cally been a zoologist,”
rightist leader Giorgia
Meloni said on Wednes-
day while out campaign-
ing for her candidate in
the mayoral race.

US, Lithuania keep watch on Russia-Belarus training center

Reuters

VILNIUS - The top U.S.
Army general in Europe
said on Thursday the United
States and Lithuania would
work to preserve the conti-
nent’s peace “no matter who
positions what, where,” after
Belarus and Russia held war
games and set up a military
training center.

Christopher Cavoli, the
commanding general of the
U.S Army Europe and Africa,
added in answer to report-
ers’ questions that the Unit-
ed States and its allies were

paying close attention to the
joint Russian and Belarus
training and combat center.

Cavoli was speaking on a
visit to Vilnius where he dis-
cussed regional security with
Lithuanian General Valdema-
ras Rupsys.

The “Zapad-2021" military
exercises took place on Rus-
sia’s and Belarus’s western
flanks, including sites close
to the borders of the Europe-
an Union, and their proxim-
ity has unsettled neighbors
including Lithuania, Poland,
and Ukraine.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin denies the drills are
directed against any foreign
power and says they are sen-
sible given increased NATO
activity near Russia’s borders
and those of its allies.

Asked about the joint train-
ing and combat center estab-
lished by Russia and ex-Sovi-
et ally Belarus, Cavoli replied
the United States and its
allies “pay close attention”
to it, as part of their overall
monitoring of the positioning
of forces inside Europe and
on its peripheries.

“We keep an eye on things
and we make sure that in any
eventuality, no matter who
positions what, where, that
we take that into producing
deterrence and continuing
peace inside of Europe,” he
said.

Russia has maintained
close military and economic
ties with Belarus while West-
ern countries have ostracized
the country since Alexander
Lukashenko cracked down on
mass protests that erupted
after he won a disputed pres-
idential election.

Rupsys said he and Cavoli
discussed ““common actions
in case of a crisis or a war.”

The United States has
deployed a battalion of troops
and equipment in Lithuania,
including Abrams tanks, in
rotations since late 2019.

“We discussed the secu-
rity situation in region, U.S.
forces presence in Lithua-
nia, common exercises and
common actions in case of a
crisis or war,” Rupsys told
reporters.
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Homes on Chicago’s South Side. Black homeowners often struggle to build long-term wealth because their properties are
undervalued — and there’s no straightforward easy way to dispute an appraisal or have it changed.

THIS IS A PERSISTENT
PROBLEM’

Black neighborhood home appraisal gap is real, Freddie Mac reports

By Jeff Ostrowski
Bankrate.com

he racial gap in
Thome appraisals is

a real phenomenon,
one that sabotages the
wealth-building power of
homeownership in Black
and Latino neighborhoods,
mortgage giant Freddie Mac
said Monday.

The company released
an analysis showing that
appraised values are more
likely to fall short of the
contract price for homes in
census tracts with a higher
share of Black and Latino
households. The conclusion
was based on Freddie Mac’s
examination of 12 million
appraisals ordered for
purchase transactions from
2015 to 2020.

The appraisal gap matters
because it creates a barrier
for Black and Latino
consumers hoping to buy
homes.

“This is a persistent
problem that
disproportionately impacts
hundreds of thousands
of Black and Latino
applicants,” said Michael
Bradley, Freddie Mac’s

senior vice president of
modeling, econometrics,
data science and analytics.

A measurable racial gap

Freddie Mac’s study
added data points to claims
that appraisers might
subconsciously undervalue
homes in non-White
neighborhoods. Valuing a
home is an imprecise art, of
course, so Freddie compared
appraised values to the
purchase prices that buyers
had agreed to pay.

Its study found that
homes in mostly Black and
Latino census tracts were
assigned appraised values
lower than the contract
price more frequently than
homes in White tracts.
While 12.5 percent of homes
in mostly Black areas were
appraised for less than
the contract price, just 7.4
percent of homes in mostly
White tracts experienced
appraisal shortfalls.

What’s more, as the
concentration of Black
or Latino residents in
census tracts increases, the
appraisal gap increases,
Freddie Mac found.

And the culprit doesn’t
seem to be a small number
of unenlightened appraisers
— a large portion of
appraisers who completed
appraisals in both minority
and non-minority areas
generated statistically
significant gaps, Freddie
Mac said.

Its study said the lender
will continue to examine
“the full root cause of the

gap.”

Housing industry takes

aim at appraisal gap

Freddie’s study reflects
new attention to the racial
gap by big players in the
housing sector. In an
earlier finding on the same
topic, a 2018 study by the
Brookings Institute found
that Black-owned homes
are undervalued by $48,000
on average.

And this year Chase
committed $3 million to
the Appraiser Diversity
Institute. The megabank
said its goal is “to root
out bias in the residential
appraisal process.”

In a separate statement
Monday, the Appraisal
Institute lauded Freddie Mac

for exploring the issue.
“Unconscious bias is real
and exists in all industries,”
the trade group said.
“Appraisal is one piece
of a larger ecosystem,
and appraisal groups are
working alongside consumer
groups, real estate brokers
and agents, banks,
government agencies, think
tanks and others to explore
where housing inequities
may stem from and what
combination of solutions
should be considered.”
Appraisals are just one
piece of a stubborn racial
divide in the U.S. housing
market. Black Americans
have less wealth overall,
and therefore are less likely
to own homes — and when
they do own homes, find
themselves more likely to
pay higher mortgage rates.
Black homeowners often
struggle to build long-
term wealth because their
properties are undervalued
— and there’s no
straightforward easy way to
dispute an appraisal or have
it changed.

©2021 Bankrate.com. Distributed by
Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Comcast
launches
X10ne

This is the company’s
first global streaming
device

By Christian Hetrick
The Philadelphia Inquirer

Comcast has launched a new
streaming device called XiOne,
its first to be available for all
of its customers worldwide.

The streaming box and voice
remote — which let custom-
ers access Netflix, Hulu, Pea-
cock, and other online video
subscriptions — is already
available in Italy and Germa-
ny for customers of Sky, the
Comcast-owned European TV
provider. The device is start-
ing to roll out in America for
new Xfinity Flex customers,
who are internet-only sub-
scribers using older streaming
boxes.

The XiOne device is the latest
move by Comcast to embrace
streaming as customers con-
tinue to ditch traditional pay
TV. Comcast launched the
streaming service Peacock last
year and recently partnered
with ViacomCBS to launch
another service in Europe. The
Philadelphia cable giant is also
reportedly planning to sell

internet-connected “‘smart”
TVs.
“When Sky joined the

Comcast family, we brought
together our engineers to
share insights, road maps, tal-
ent, and technology to support
our global customers,” Char-
lie Herrin, Comcast’s presi-
dent of technology, said in a
statement. “The launch of our
new XiOne device is a direct
result of these efforts and
underscores how our collab-
orative development approach
can bring new and innovative
streaming products to mar-
kets faster and more efficient-
ly.”

Comcast officials said the
XiOne is faster and has more
memory than its previous
streaming box, allowing con-
sumers to quickly navigate
and switch streaming apps.
It’s compatible with the lat-
est generation of WiFi and 4K
TVs. The voice remote is sim-
pler and smaller, too.

The streaming box will be
included at no extra cost for
customers, unless they want
more than one. Additional
devices cost $5 a month, a
Comcast spokesperson said.
In addition to Sky and Flex
customers, Comcast plans to
eventually make XiOne avail-
able to its pay TV custom-
ers and syndication partners,
such as Cox Communications.

©2021 The Philadelphia Inquirer, LLC.
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency,
LLC.

Comcast / TNS
Comcast launched XiOne, its
first streaming device for all of
its global customers.

UAW identifies $2M in ‘improper expenditures’

By Breana Noble
The Detroit News

The United Auto
Workers is hailing its
new auditing guidelines
as a ““deterrent” to cor-
ruption after its auditors
discovered more than
$2 million in improper
expenditures of union

dues at Local 412 in
Warren, Mich., whose
members include Stel-

lantis NV workers.
The Local 412 finan-
cial secretary has been

a years-long
investigation

ruption within the union
that has resulted in the

federal
into cor-

new auditing guidelines.

“We are confident that
these new guidelines
will identify any similar

national to file a bond
for its losses.

The enhanced audit-
ing system was put in
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suspended, the UAW
confirmed. The union’s

Jessica J. Trevino / Detroit Free Press / TNS

findings have been sent 1he UAW logo.
to law enforcement | ¢ ) .
authorities, including &' Secretary-treasurer, said.

the U.S. Labor Depart-
ment and Justice Depart-
ment, Frank Stuglin,
the UAW'’s internation-

said in a statement. No
criminal
been filed, UAW spokes-
man Brian Rothenberg

The international UAW
based in Detroit imple-
mented new monetary
control measures amid

charges have

convictions of 15 people,
including two former
UAW presidents, and put
it under an independent
monitor. Stuglin cham-
pioned the measures as
an effective tool to clean
up the union.

“We have taken
immediate action in this
matter,” Stuglin said.

“We have put together
a very enhanced audit-
ing system and while
we are outraged that
dues were embezzled,
we are encouraged that
the UAW auditors them-
selves discovered and
reported this misuse of
union dues through our

activity in our union and
serve as a deterrent to
prevent such activity in
the future.”

It was not immediate-
ly clear for how long the
improper expenditures
at Local 412 had been
made. The local referred
comment to the inter-
national union. In a let-
ter to members, though,
Local 412 President Jerry
Witt said he is recom-
mending the local’s
executive board con-
sider placing the local
in administratorship to
assist in correcting the
breach. The union also is
working with the inter-

place by Stuglin’s pre-
decessor, now-UAW
President Ray Curry.
Auditors on staff this
summer identified the
irregularities. The union
hired four additional
auditors as part of its
financial reforms that
also included expanded
internal training.

“Our staff was highly
trained in detailed audit
tracking procedures and
uncovered a very elab-
orate embezzlement
scheme by the locally
elected officer,” Stuglin
said.

©2021 www.detroitnews.com.
Distributed by Tribune Content
Agency, LLC.
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Prosecution wraps up closing argument in R.

By Jason Meisner and Megan
Crepeau
Chicago Tribune

NEW YORK — R. Kelly’s
defense team is expected to
get their chance to explain
to a federal jury In New York
on Thursday why they think
prosecutors have failed to
prove that the Chicago-born
R&B star is the head of a
racketeering enterprise aimed
at satisfying his illegal sexual
appetites.

After nearly six weeks of
testimony from some 50 wit-
nesses, closing arguments in
the case began Wednesday,
with prosecutors telling the
jury the singer for years “used
his money and public persona
to hide his crimes in plain
sight.”

Assistant U.S. Attorney Eliz-
abeth Geddes wrapped up
her argument, which totaled
about 6 1/2 hours, around

| AFORUM COMMUNICATIONS EXTRA

midday Thursday, saying, “It
is time to hold the defen-
dant responsible for the pain
that he inflicted on each of
his victims,” and listing the
six woman included in the
main racketeering charge each
by their first name. “Convict
him.”

Kelly, dressed in a blue suit
and wearing a face mask, was
animated at the defense table
while Geddes wrapped up,
scribbling notes, shaking his
head and sometimes rubbing
his temples.

Kelly attorney Deveraux
Cannick is expected to use
his turn before the jury to
argue that Kelly’s accusers
are lying, motivated by jeal-
ousy or profit, and that pros-
ecutors have failed to prove
beyond a reasonable doubt
that an enterprise existed or
that Kelly used it to facilitate
any crime.

> > > > > > > >

Cannick’s argument will be
followed by the prosecution’s
rebuttal and then jury deliber-
ations, which are now expect-
ed to begin on Friday.

Kelly, 54, was charged in an
indictment filed in U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Brooklyn in 2019
with heading a criminal enter-
prise that employed agents,
runners, bodyguards and oth-
ers to lure and trap girls and
young women to satisfy his
sexually predatory desires.

He faces decades in prison
if convicted of the main rack-
eteering charge, though the
jury could decide to convict on
lesser charges of kidnapping
or violations of the Mann Act,
which prohibits traveling over
state lines for illegal sexual
acts.

Geddes’ argument on
Wednesday and Thursday fea-
tured a large poster board dis-
play set up in the middle of U.S.

> > > > >

Kelly’s trial
R

Antonio Perez / Chicago Tribune / TNS
R. Kelly appears during a hearing at the Leighton Criminal
Courthouse on Sept. 17, 2019.

District Judge Ann Donnelly’s
courtroom, which included a
mug shot of Kelly in the cen-
ter with various members of

his ever-revolving entourage
surrounding him.

©2021 Chicago Tribune. Distributed by
Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

CHANGE SINGS

Amanda Gorman dishes on her 2036 presidential run and unveils her children’s book

By Theresa Braine
New York Daily News

oet Amanda Gorman
P had her sights set on

the White House long
before it tapped her to help
inaugurate President Joe
Biden.

Her own presidential
aspirations started when
she was just a hair into her
second decade.

“l remember being
around 11 years old, and |
was in class talking very
passionately as | do about
things | wanted to change
in the world,” the nation’s
first youth poet laureate,
23, told Savannah Guthrie
and Hoda Kotb during a
Tuesday appearance on
“Today.” “My teacher said
to me quite jokingly, ‘Ha
ha, you should run for
president,” and | said, ‘Yes,
I should.””

To Gorman it was no joke.
In fact, it’s poetry — and
then some.

“It became this ambition
where, for me, it means
that the hopes that | have
for making the world a
better place, | have to think
more expansively beyond

poetry,” the Harvard

grad said. “It’s not just
writing, it’s doing right as
well. And if | can do that
while changing political
institutions, changing the
quality of life in my own
home country, | think
that’s a great extension of
poetry.”

It was overcoming a
speech impediment that
gave her the resilience to
do something like run for
the land’s highest office —
which she’ll be eligible to
do in 2036, when she’s 35
— and brought poetry into
her life.

“l had to put in the
work, the labor,” she told
“Today” of working to
overcome the auditory
processing disorder she
was diagnosed with in
kindergarten. “I listened to
‘Hamilton’ a lot and tried
to rap with the actors. Over
time that not only engaged
my love for poetry but also
engaged my love for my
own voice to the point that
I could have a stage and
could hear it with love and
acceptance.”

Coming out of that,
besides two books of poetry

and the international
acclaim born of reciting
“The Hill We Climb,”’
written for the presidential
inauguration, is a new
children’s book. In fact,
poetry will be integral to
her presidential campaign,
she told The Wall Street
Journal’s WSJ Magazine.

“Change Sings: A
Children’s Anthem” was
published Tuesday, and her
second book of poetry, “Call
Us What We Carry,” comes
out in December. They’ll
each have print runs of a
million copies, The Wall
Street Journal reported.

“Change Sings” is about
a young girl who leads
a group of characters on
a musical journey that
shows them ““anything is
possible when our voices
join together,” publisher
Penguin says.

Along the way they learn
they have the power to
make change, not only in
their communities and
the world, but also in
themselves. It’s illustrated
by Loren Long, the artist
behind President Barack
Obama’s “Of Thee I Sing: A
Letter to My Daughters.”

Andy
Cohen to

publish
book

The book reveals inside
story of ‘The Real
Housewives’ franchise

By Karu F. Daniels
New York Daily News

Believe it or not, there’s a
lot more “Real Housewives”
drama that is seen on televi-
sion.

And now there’s a book
about it.

On Wednesday, Andy Cohen
Books, an imprint of Henry
Holt, announced it will publish
“Not All Diamonds and Rose:
The Inside Story of The Real
Housewives From the Peo-
ple Who Lived It,” written by
entertainment journalist Dave
Quinn.

The 496-page hardcover is
set for release on Oct. 19 and
has already become a No. 1
bestseller on Amazon in pre-

orders.
The tome includes in-depth
interviews with over 100

Housewives past and present
from Atlanta, Beverly Hills,
Dallas, D.C., Miami, New York,
New Jersey, Orange Country
and Potomac.

“l like to think of Not All
Diamonds and Rose as the ulti-
mate reunion,” Cohen —the
“Real Housewives” kingpin —
said with the announcement.
“l know readers will be sur-
prised, entertained, and even
shocked at what’s in store.”

The publishing company
said the book is the ““defini-
tive oral history and includes
hundreds of hours of exclusive
interviews, candid conversa-
tions and never-before-heard
details from those involved.”

From main cast members
and their friends, to pro-
ducers, network executives,
casting directors and more,
the author offers readers an
exclusive all-access pass to
behind-the-scenes dirt of the
legendary rivalries, off-cam-
era revelations, and some of
the most memorable moments
in ““Real Housewives’’ history.

A lifelong Bravo fan since
back in the “Queer Eye for the
Straight Guy”” days, Quinn has
covered the Bravo hit reali-
ty franchise for outlets such
as People and Entertainment
Weekly.

“As a dedicated viewer of
Housewives since day one,
it was such a thrill to walk
through 15 years of history
with the Housewives, produc-
ers, executives, and guest stars
who helped make this fran-
chise into the cultural phe-
nomenon it is today,” he said.

He added, “““Not All Dia-
monds and Rose’ is packed full
of delicious drama, tantaliz-
ing tea, and surprising secrets
that [are] going to leave fans
gagged. Get ready to see this
franchise like you’ve never
seen it before!”’

©2021 New York Daily News. Distributed
by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Rob Carr / Getty Images / TNS
Youth Poet Laureate Amanda Gorman speaks during the inauguration of President-elect Joe Biden on the West Front of the U.S.
Capitol on Jan. 20, in Washington, DC.

“For me, | wanted to
write a children’s book
in which young readers
can see themselves as real
agents of change within
the world,” Gorman told
“Today” co-hosts Guthrie
and Kotb. ““I was speaking
with so many family
members and guardians
who have asked me, ‘How
do | talk about the world
with my child?” And | said,
‘First and foremost, by
highlighting how important
they are to our future. And
that’s really the core of
the message of ‘Change
Sings.””

That’s the impetus
binding all her efforts, she
said. And the message is
not just for kids.

“l wrote this book
because | believe every child
has the ability to make a
difference and that they are
the leaders of the future,”
Gorman said of her book,
according to People. ““I hope
readers will enjoy ‘Change
Sings’ and remember that
all of us have the power to
change the world.”

©2021 New York Daily News. Distributed
by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Brian Spurlock / USA Today Sports

Duke Blue Devils square off for the opening jump ball against the Kentucky Wildcats in the first half during the 2018 Champions Classic at Bankers Life Fieldhouse

in Indianapolis.

DUKE, UK VS. EVERYBODY

In changing college basketball landscape, recruiting still a Kentucky vs. Duke world

By Ben Roberts
Lexington Herald-Leader

Lexington, Ky.

wo terrible seasons, one
Tmonumental coaching

transition, another
program reboot and a
changing college basketball
landscape apparently can’t
alter one constant of the past
decade.

When it comes to
recruiting, it’s still Kentucky,
Duke and everybody else.

On Monday night, five-
star center Dereck Lively Il
announced his commitment
to the Blue Devils, picking
Duke over Kentucky in the
biggest head-to-head battle
between the two blue-bloods
in this 2022 recruiting cycle.

It’s been quite a year for
the two college basketball
powers.

Both teams missed the
NCAA Tournament last
season, one that greatly
affected all of the sport due
to the COVID-19 pandemic,
which likely had an even
greater impact on two
programs that annually rely
on new faces to fuel their
on-court success.

In June, legendary Duke
coach Mike Krzyzewski
announced his retirement,
effective at the end of the
upcoming 2021-22 season,
with longtime assistant Jon
Scheyer set to take his place.

Before that announcement,
fellow Hall of Fame coach

John Calipari acknowledged a
need for changes within his
program, ultimately shaking
up his recruiting approach,
bringing aboard two
nationally renowned assistant
coaches — Orlando Antigua
and Chin Coleman — and,
more recently, teasing a new
style of play for the future.

The past few months have
also seen both programs
navigate a new era of
immediately eligible transfers
and the massive change
brought about by NCAA name,
image and likeness reforms.

The results on the
recruiting trail — despite all
that change — will be the
same.

Kentucky and Duke will

almost certainly have the top
two recruiting classes in the
country. It’s just a matter of
which school ends up on top.

UK already has
commitments from shooting
guard Shaedon Sharpe (the
No. 1 player in the new
247Sports rankings), wing
Chris Livingston (No. 5) and
point guard Skyy Clark (No.
18).

Right now, that’s good
enough for second place
nationally, behind only Duke.

Lively (No. 2 in the
247Sports rankings) joined
a Duke class that already
included small forward Dariq
Whitehead (No. 4), versatile
forward Kyle Filipowski (No.
12) and sharp-shooting guard

Jaden Schutt (No. 54).

The commitment from
Lively pushed Duke’s class
past Kentucky’s and into the
No. 1 spot. For now.

While Kentucky could land
two more star recruits for
next season, so could the Blue
Devils.

If the plans shake out for
Kentucky and Duke, the two
programs would be getting a
combined eight of the top 12
players in the 2022 rankings,
with each team landing four
such players.

Such a lopsided, two-team
haul has never happened in
the modern recruiting era.

(c)2021 the Lexington Herald-Leader
(Lexington, Ky.) Distributed by Tribune
Content Agency, LLC.

Ganassi Racing sells headquarte

By Alex Andrejev
and Joe Marusak
The Charlotte Observer

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Chip
Ganassi Racing has sold its
22-acre headquarters to a
top competitor as the Con-
cord-based NASCAR team
shuts down.

A limited liability company
whose mailing address is the
same as Hendrick Automotive
Group in Charlotte bought
the Ganassi team property
for $10.2 million on Sept. 3,
Cabarrus County property tax
records show.

CGR fields two full-
time cars in NASCAR’s
top series based out of its
214,500-square-foot shop
at 8500 Westmoreland Dr.
NW, near Concord-Padgett
Regional Airport. Ganassi
also runs IndyCar, IMSA and

Extreme E teams out of its
facilities in Indianapolis.

The team’s NASCAR branch
employs roughly 120 to 150
people. Those workers are
expected to lose their cur-
rent CGR jobs at the end of
the season when the team’s
NASCAR assets transfer to
Trackhouse Racing.

Chip Ganassi Racing filed a
notice with the N.C. Depart-
ment of Commerce early
this month indicating it
would permanently lay off 55
employees starting on Nov. 7,
The Charlotte Observer pre-
viously reported.

CGR Chief Operating Officer
Doug Duchardt sent a letter
to the Department of Com-
merce and Concord mayor Bill
Dusch on Sept. 3 in compli-
ance with the Worker Adjust-
ment and Retraining Noti-

T

James Gilbert / Getty Images/TNS

In this photo from June 26, Kurt Busch, driver of the (1) Monster
Energy Chevrolet, and team owner Chip Ganassi talk on the grid
prior to the NASCAR Cup Series Pocono Organics CBD 325 at
Pocono Raceway in Long Pond, Pennsylvania.

fication (WARN) Act, which
requires employers to provide

60 days’ advance notice of a
plant closing or mass layoff.

rs to a competitor

In the letter, which was
obtained by the Observer,
Duchardt indicated that CGR
would cease operations at its
Concord facility on Nov. 8,
or within 14 days thereaf-
ter. Team owner Chip Ganassi
announced in late June the
sale of his NASCAR operation
to Trackhouse Racing owner
Justin Marks and his team
at the end of the season. The
final race of the season is
scheduled for Nov. 7.

Duchardt stated in his let-
ter that the WARN filing was
not characterized as a plant
closing since Trackhouse
purchased CGR’s assets,
including its two Cup Series
charters, and plans to operate
from the CGR facility begin-
ning on Nov. 8.

©2021 The Charlotte Observer. Distributed
by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Rahm embracing ‘juvenile excitement’ ahead of Ryder Cup

Field Level Media

World No. 1 Jon Rahm said
he’s in “really good shape”
ahead of his second appear-
ance for Team Europe in this
week’s Ryder Cup and is ready
to play five matches should
he be called upon to do so.

“I’m physically ready for it,”
said Rahm, who had a bumpy
start to the season last week
at the Fortinet Championship
after battling a stomach illness
and missing the cut for just

the second time in 2021.

“l know | don’t look like it,
but I train every day when I’'m
at home, believe it or not. I’'m
in really good shape. | have no
problem walking 36. | feel like
the biggest challenge in an
event like this is possibly five
rounds of the mental aspect
of it, and that’s where | think
you need to learn to really
unwind quickly and get ready
when you need to.”

The 26-year-old Spaniard,

who owns a 1-2-0 overall
record in one previous Ryder
Cup appearance (2018, Paris),
said that coming into the 43rd
edition of the biennial match-
es as the reigning U.S. Open
champion gives him ““confi-
dence.” However, he’s also
well aware of the considerable
differences between major
championships and the team
format of the Ryder Cup.
Rahm also showed his soft
side Thursday, waxing on

about the influence of fellow
Spaniards and Ryder Cup icons
Seve Ballesteros and Jose Maria
Olazabal, as well as English-
man Lee Westwood, who at
age 48 will be making his 11th
Ryder Cup team appearance.
“To see all these great peo-
ple that have accomplished so
many things come together
with a smile that only a team
even like the Ryder Cup can
bring to you, a juvenile excite-
ment that you don’t usually

expect a 48-year-old to have,
it’s very unique and it’s some-
thing that | wish everybody
could see because | feel like a
lot of times we’re missing that
in life, and a week like this can
definitely give you that youth
back in that sense mentally,”
said Rahm.

Europe is the defending
champion and has won nine of
the last 12, but the U.S. leads
the series 26-14-2 and holds
a 17-4 record at home.
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By Dan Gunderson
MPR News

Moorhead, Minn.

griculture exports
‘ N are important

to Minnesota.
The U.S. Department
of Agriculture ranks
Minnesota fourth among
states in farm exports,
worth more than $6
billion in 2019.

Tobolt Seed in
Moorhead, Minnesota,
is a relatively small
exporter, sending about
500 shipping containers
of specialty soybeans to
Japan every year. Those
exports are about half of
the company’s business.
The other half is selling
seed to farmers in the
Midwest.

In the company’s
warehouse, machines
clean soybeans,
removing the pods and
any discolored beans to
provide a high-quality,
nongenetically modified
crop desired by the food
industry in Japan.

Earlier this year Tobolt
Seed had to shut down
for a couple of weeks
when it could not get
shipping containers
and the warehouse was
jammed with soybeans
awaiting shipment.

“It was kind of a
battle all year, it seemed
like, trying to get
[containers]. | was on the
phone quite a lot trying
to schedule to get [the
soybeans] out of here,”
said Brandon Ferris,
shipping plant manager.

“Usually we have
them all shipped out by
the end of June, and we
went into the middle
August this year.”

It’s a similar story at
Fargo-based Healthy
Food Ingredients,

a company with

processing plants in
Minnesota, North
Dakota, South Dakota
and Nebraska. The
company exports high-
quality grains from
Midwest farmers and
also imports grains like
amaranth and quinoa
from overseas.

“It’s extremely
difficult, we’re seeing
lead times like we’ve
never seen before in my
almost 10 years here,”
said Chris Wiegert,
chief sustainability and
business development
officer.

“We’ve got customers
we’re telling, ‘We’ll put
the stuff on the water
as soon as we can’, but
we’re not promising
product for four
months.”

That’s a big change
from the pre-pandemic
model of just-in-time
shipping, with quick
turnaround on orders to
keep production flowing
smoothly.

Exporting air

Delays and significant
shipping cost increases
are making it difficult
to plan, and it’s not just
affecting exports of crops
Midwest farmers grow.
The cost of importing
specialty grains like
quinoa is also up sharply,
an impact sure to be felt
in the grocery aisles.
And Wiegert doesn’t see
a return to normal any
time soon.

“Volatility in the
market is the scary
situation for all of us,
where it would be better
if we just kind of knew
for the next month
what it was going to
cost. Every time we call
somebody for pricing,
it’s changed anywhere

from up 50% to 400%,”
said Wiegert.

“I’m pretty bullish
for the next two years. |
don’t think we’ve seen
the top yet.”

So far the company is
keeping its international
customer base, said
Wiegert, because it
supplies a high-quality
product and has strong
relationships with
customers.

But many of those
customers will need to
adjust to the shipping
disruptions, perhaps
building additional
storage facilities so they
can keep more grain
on hand and aren’t as
reliant on just-in-time
deliveries.

Thousands of
containers filled with
consumer goods from
Asia flow into U.S.
markets every day.

But instead of
returning filled with
grain grown by U.S.
farmers, more of the
containers are exporting
air.

Officials with the
Port of Los Angeles,
the largest container
port in the U.S., said
they shipped out a
record number of empty
containers in August.

International shippers
are making a choice
based on profits, and in
the process are hurting
U.S. exporters, said Eric
Wenberg, executive
director of the Specialty
Soya and Grains
Alliance, a national
trade group based in
Mankato, Minnesota.

Ocean-going carriers
can make more money
by quickly returning
empty containers to
China for another load
of goods for American

consumers.
“Look, there’s no
argument that businesses
should chase a high fee,”
said Wenberg. “But these
carriers agreed through
our ocean shipping act,
and are obligated in
terms of operating in the
United States market,
to give our companies
access to the system.”

‘There’s a shock
here, and that
kind of causes a

bottleneck here’

In the Midwest,
the current shipping
disruptions are
compounded by location.

“Minnesota, the
north-central states,
the Chicago market for
transport are kind of
at the apogee, at the
furthest point from the
international system,”
said Wenberg. “So when
it’s out of balance like
this, it can sure be hard
to find the equipment
you need to satisfy your
order.”

“This is increasing
prices, contributing to
inflation, and making
it more difficult for the
businesses operating in
our neighborhoods that
are trying to export,” he
said.

Congress and the Biden
administration should
act to force international
shippers to make more
containers available
for U.S. exports, said
Wenberg.

This month, more than
70 national agricultural
organizations asked the
Biden administration to
intervene.

The Ocean Shipping
Reform Act of 2021,
which was introduced
in Congress last month,
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Frederic J. Brown / AFP / Getty Images / TNS
Shipping containers are stacked high at the Port of Los Angeles on April 19 where records continue to be set for incoming cargo at the nation’s No. 1 container port.

Shipping disruptions slow Minnesota
crop exports, increase food costs

would set minimum
service standards for
international ocean
carriers.

It’s a complex issue
and there are many
factors at play, said Marc
Bellemare, professor of
applied economics at the
University of Minnesota.

Because the
international
shipping system is
so interdependent,
something like a COVID-
19 outbreak in a shipping
port can have a ripple
effect across the world.

“There’s a shock here,
and that kind of causes a
bottleneck here. And then
it just kind of multiplies,
it becomes more and
more compounded and
complex,” he said.

And while ag exporters
deal with higher costs
and delays, Bellemare
said that it’s important
to remember their
competition in other
parts of the world face
similar challenges.

“This is not like
Minnesota producers
are hit in a vacuum;
this is occurring all over
the world. And so the
question is, who’s going
to be the most resilient
to those supply chain
disruptions?”’

Dan Gunderson / MPR News
Tobolt Seed company plant manager Brandon Ferris
stands next to equipment that cleans soybeans at the
Moorhead, Minnesota, production facility on Monday.

Supply chain
disruptions the

new normal?

Consumers should
expect to pay more
for food, perhaps for
several years, while
the shipping industry
adjusts, said Bellemare,
and they should prepare
for the possibility that
supply chain disruptions
caused by the pandemic
or extreme weather
might become the new
normal.

“Because with climate
change, global supply
chains become more
and more exposed to
these disruptions,” said
Bellemare who believes
the pandemic laid bare
weak points in the
international supply
chain.

“We are not ready
for prime time,” he
said. “How can we do
better? How can we
anticipate shocks that
will be coming almost
inevitably because of
climate change?”

Significant
infrastructure
improvements are
needed to create a more
resilient international
shipping system, he
said, a process that
would take political will
and years of investment.

Suspect struck by a squad vehicle after shootlng at pollce has died

By Nick Ferraro
St. Paul Pioneer Press

MOUNDS VIEW, Minn.
— A domestic assault
suspect who fired on law
enforcement Wednes-
day, Sept. 22, in Mounds
View died after a sher-
iff’s deputy then struck
the shooter with a squad
vehicle, investigators
said.

The suspect’s bul-
lets narrowly missed
the Mounds View police
officer and Ramsey
County sheriff’s depu-
ty who responded to a
call for help Wednesday
morning.

At about 10:40 a.m.,
Ramsey County sher-

iff’s deputies assist-
ed Mounds View police
with an alleged felony
domestic assault that
involved a man who
fired a gun in a room at
the Americlnn by Wyn-
dham at 2200 Mounds
View Blvd., according to
a sheriff’s department
statement.

A witness soon report-
ed seeing the suspect
walking near the Mer-
maid Bar & Grill, which
is adjacent to the hotel.
After getting the sus-
pect’s description, an
officer and deputy spot-
ted him in the area of
the 5200 block of Pine-
wood Court, just east of
Mounds View Boulevard

and off County Road H2.

The suspect then
raised a handgun and
fired at the approach-
ing squads, striking a
Mounds View police
officer’s sport utility
vehicle just above the
driver’s side windshield
and a Ramsey County
deputy’s SUV just below
the driver’s side wind-
shield, according to the
statement.

The deputy then struck
the suspect with his SUV
“to stop the threat,” the
statement read.

Officers and deputies
provided first aid to the
suspect, who was taken
to Hennepin County
Medical Center in Min-

neapolis. Mounds View
police reported later
Wednesday night the
suspect had died.

A cocked handgun was
recovered at the scene.

Mounds View police
and the sheriff’s office

will be conducting
criminal investiga-
tions into the alleged

domestic assault and
two attempted homi-
cides of peace officers.
The Minnesota Bureau
of Criminal Apprehen-
sion will investigate the
officer-involved use of
force incident.

The identity of the
suspect will be released
by the BCA.

Contributed / Ramsey County Sheriff’s Office
via St. Paul Pioneer Press

Bullet holes can be seen in a squad car where a
suspect fired upon approaching officers, striking a
Mounds View police officer’'s squad car just above
the driver’s side windshield and a Ramsey County
Deputy’s squad just below the driver’s side windshield.



