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By Vicki Gerdes
Detroit Lakes Tribune

Though the first Halloween 
Trunk or Treat event 
hosted by Detroit Lakes’ 

Zion Lutheran Church 
seven years ago exceeded 
expectations — with between 
500-600 kids showing up 
rather than the anticipated 
300 — that amazing inaugural 
turnout was eclipsed by the 
numbers seen this Sunday, 
Oct. 31, when more than 1,000 
costumed kids showed up to 
collect all the tasty treats, toys 
and other gifts handed out 
during the two-hour event.

“We didn’t really keep 
track (of numbers),” said 
Guy Roberts, senior pastor of 
Zion Lutheran. “But one of 
our volunteers said they gave 
away all 1,000 pencils they 
had — with one pencil per kid 

— and there were more than 
800 tacos served.”

Roberts noted that Zion 
Lutheran members — and 
La Barista owners — Brooke 
and Courtney Wenzel had not 
only sponsored a taco-themed 
“trunk” for this year’s event, 
but they also brought their 
Epic Taco food truck along 
and handed out free tacos to 
all participants, regardless of 
whether they came in costume 
or not.

“That was very generous of 
them,” he added.

The Wenzels took one of the 
“best trunk” prizes home for 
their efforts, added Katelyn 
Haarstick, the church’s family 
life coordinator. “We had 
three prizes, for spookiest, 
tastiest and best designed — 
they were voted the tastiest.”

The other prizes went to a 

Jurassic Park-themed entry, 
for “spookiest,” and a Cookie 
Monster-themed trunk for 
best designed.

“It really looked like the 
Cookie Monster,” Haarstick 
said of the latter entry. 
The judging was done by 
a “secret” panel of three 
judges, who quietly made 
their rounds to check out 
all 27 trunks included in the 
event.

“We had a few ‘firsts’ this 
year,” said Askelson, noting 
that the church had opted not 
to serve their usual ham-and-
cheese sandwiches due to the 
addition of the taco truck to 
this year’s lineup, and they 
also invited local businesses 
to contribute “trunks” for 
the first time, instead of just 
including church members.

HAUNTINGLY HUGE
More than 1,000 kids show up for Zion’s Halloween Trunk or Treat

Brooke Wenzel and her kids dressed up as tacos and salsa for 
the Halloween Trunk or Treat event held Sunday at Detroit Lakes’
Zion Lutheran Church. The Wenzels also won the “tastiest trunk” 
entry for bringing along their Epic Taco food truck to the event
and distributing free tacos for all, giving out more than 800 of
them. 

The line for Zion Lutheran Church’s Halloween Trunk or Treat on Sunday 
curled all the way through a side parking lot and out onto the street on the 

opposite side of the church for most of the two-hour event.
Photos by Vicki Gerdes / Detroit LakesTribune
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By Michael Achterling
Detroit Lakes Tribune

Seven local leaders and business-
es were awarded the Detroit Lakes 
Regional Chamber of Commerce 2021 
Splash Awards on Thursday, Oct. 
28 for their impact and community 
involvement in the lakes area.

Carrie Johnston, president of the 
chamber, said the purpose of the 

awards is to showcase people who 
make the community better.

“Whether it’s a volunteer in the 
community, or a business that gives 
back to the community, that’s who we 
really want to honor,” said Johnston. 
“(The awardees) are all nominated 
from their peers. We asked for nom-
inations from the community, from 
other chamber members, they can 
nominate their own business, we take 
all nominations and then we really 
want to honor people who are giving 
back to the community, that’s the 
whole point.”

Detroit Lakes Chamber  
of Commerce honors  
2021 Splash awardees

Michael Achterling / Detroit Lakes Tribune
The 2021 Detroit Lakes Regional Chamber of Commerce Splash Awardees smile 
for a photograph after a ceremony Oct. 28 at the Holiday Inn - Lakefront. 

Community pillars
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By Nathan Bowe
Detroit Lakes Tribune

Glass is the weakest 
link in Becker County’s 
recycling chain — it’s 
heavy, expensive to 
transport, and doesn’t 
have a lot of value as a 
commodity.

“Glass is dense, heavy 
and hard to get rid of,” 
said Becker County 
Environmental Services 
Director Steve Skoog.

So far this year the 
county has shipped 
560 tons (up from 429 
tons last year) of jars, 
bottles and other glass 
recyclables to Strategic 
Materials, a company 
with national reach that 
operates a recycling 
facility in St. Paul.

There, the glass is 
fine-ground, sifted, 
run through magnets 
and vacuum systems to 
remove impurities and 
otherwise processed 
into usable material.

Companies buy it to 
make things like glass 

containers; fiber-
glass insulation; high-
way bead for reflec-
tive striping; abrasives 
(used to blast steel 
and aluminum and to 
restore everything from 
pre cast concrete to log 
homes to automobiles); 
as fillers in paints, 
flooring and caulking, 
as well as being used in 

lubricants and in metal 
fabrication work.

“It’s a huge place,
they suck (glass recy-
clables) in from all 
over,” Skoog said.

Becker County is 
now “close to break-
ing even” on the cost of 
hauling its glass there, 
Skoog said.

How smashing! Becker 
County has a new option 
for its glass recyclables

Nathan Bowe / Detroit Lakes Tribune
A mound of glass recyclables awaits processing 
outside the Becker County Recycling Center at the 
transfer station.
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By Michael Achterling
Detroit Lakes Tribune

Thirteen different chili 
recipes lined the pop-
up tables at New Hope 
Church in Detroit Lakes 
on Sunday.

The Oct. 31 event fol-
lowed their afternoon 
service and kept many 
of the parishioners eat-
ing, and socializing, long 
after the last prayers 
were said.

“It smells good in 
here,” said Zach Priddy, 
lead pastor at New Hope 
Church. “I preached fast 
today. It’s probably my 
shortest (sermon) in a 
long time.”

Priddy said his church 
tries to do these com-

munity events once per 
month and encourages 
members of the congre-
gation to bring a friend 

to see the kind of spe-
cial religious community 
they’ve crafted.

CHILI: Page A7

Michael Achterling / Detroit Lakes Tribune
Sarah Harden, right, of Detroit Lakes, serves herself 
one of 13 chili recipes at New Hope Church’s chili 

DL church hosts chili cook-off



By Shannon M. Geisen
The Detroit Lakes Tribune
Menahga City Admin-

istrator Curt Kreklau is 
suspended, with pay, 
for an undetermined 
amount of time.

The Menahga City 
Council held a closed 
meeting on Oct. 20 “for 
preliminary consider-
ation of allegations or 
charges against an indi-
vidual subject to its 
authority,” per Minne-
sota Statute.

The council held an 
emergency meeting on 
Oct. 22 to define and 
assign duties in the 
“temporary absence” of 
Kreklau “until the issue 
is resolved.”

At the directive of the 
city attorney, the coun-
cil decided to change all 
locks on all city build-
ings, remove Kreklau 
from the bank signature 
card, plus suspend all 
passwords and access 
to all city accounts. The 
motion passed 3-2, with 
council members Art 
Huebner and Robyn Ker-
anen opposed.

Kreklau’s emails are to 
be redirected to Jensine 
Kurtti, the temporary 
administrative support 
technician, for review 
and assignment.

Kurtti was also 
assigned the follow-
ing duties in Kreklau’s 
absence:

develop, review and 
provide information to 
the city council

serve as liaison with 
various external organi-
zations and agencies

attend public meet-
ings and make presen-
tations

evaluate potential 
economic development 
and other projects, pro-
grams and services to 
determine feasibility and 
community impact

make recommenda-
tions to the city council

serve as the city’s 
zoning administra-
tor and secretary of the 
planning commission

issue building per-
mits

participate in work 
sessions and specials.

This motion passed, 
with Huebner and Ker-
anen opposed.

Finally, the coun-
cil suspended the use 
of GoToMeeting for all 
future meetings.

Huebner and Keranen 

held a bizarre, two-hour 
“public forum” on GoT-
oMeeting at 3 p.m. Oct. 
20.

They announced that 
Mayor Liz Olson and 
council member Durwin 
Tomperi were unable 
to attend due to prior 
commitments. Council 
member Dan Warmbold, 
still at work, was also 
unable to appear.

Lack of a quorum 
meant it couldn’t be a 

legal city council meet-
ing. But that didn’t 
prevent Huebner from 
spewing various allega-
tions, like “ridiculous 
witch hunts,” “frivolous 
audits” and “astronomi-
cal public data requests” 
that he claimed were 
designed to keep city 
staff “busy so they 
couldn’t do their jobs.”

The closed meeting 
was officially scheduled 
and held at 5 p.m.
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Robert Joseph Ferguson, 31, of 
Bismarck, N.D., has been sen-
tenced in Becker County District 
Court for felony fourth-degree 
criminal sexual conduct. A felony 
second-degree charge of criminal 
sexual conduct was dropped in a 
plea agreement.

According to court records, on 
May 28, Ferguson inappropriately 
touched a girl under the age of 14 
and attempted to digitally pene-
trate her, then asked if she want-
ed to “take it to another room.” 
The girl repeatedly struggled and 
resisted him until he finally left. 
She said she was scared because 
he was so much bigger than her.

On Oct. 20, District Judge Michael 
Fritz sentenced Ferguson to 51 
months in prison at St. Cloud and 
ordered him to pay a $50 fine and 
$200 in court fees.

Man gets 41 months  
for felony stalking

Beaux Michael Duvall Jr., 33, of 
Ponsford has been sentenced in 
Becker County District Court on a 
felony stalking charge.

According to court records, on 
Sept. 12, he went to a woman’s 
apartment in Ponsford who had a 
restraining order against him. She 
reported he was trying to break her 
windows with chunks of asphalt. 
When her car alarm went off, she 
assumed he had hit the car with 
chunks of asphalt, too. A piece of 
asphalt was found on the driver’s 
side floor. Two other witnesses 
confirmed Duvall had been there.

On Oct. 27, District Judge Jay 
Carlson sentenced him on the 
stalking charge to 41 months in 
prison at St. Cloud. He was ordered 
to pay $200 in court fees, and cred-
it was granted for 45 days served in 
jail. A gross misdemeanor charge 
of violating a restraining order was 
dropped in a plea agreement.

Detroit Lakes man  
accused of felony  
involving former girlfriend

Edward Jonathan Beaulieu Jr., 
27, of Detroit Lakes, has been 
charged in Becker County District 
Court with felony first-degree bur-
glary and misdemeanor violating a 
restraining order.

According to court records, at 
about 3 a.m. on Sept. 10, police 

were called to his former girl-
friend’s apartment in Detroit Lakes 
after Beaulieu came in uninvited 
about an hour earlier. He pushed 
his way in and took her phone 
away. She ran into the bathroom, 
crying, and he told her to stop cry-
ing or he would “stuff a knife in 
her throat,” according to the crim-
inal complaint. When she couldn’t 
stop crying, he held a hand over 
her mouth and plugged her nose so 
she couldn’t breathe. She saw that 
he had a knife, and he told her he 
also had a gun. He left about 2:40 
a.m.

A domestic abuse no-contact 
order had been issued against 
Beaulieu to protect the woman on 
July 9 and was still in effect.

On Oct. 20, cash bail for Beau-
lieu was set at $4,000 or bond at 
$40,000, under standard condi-
tions of release, or $100,000 bond 
with no conditions.

Woman sentenced  
for her part in Orton’s  
theft in Audubon

Nakita Ione Eischens, 24, of 
Mahnomen, has been sentenced 
in Becker County District Court for 
felony third-degree burglary.

According to court records, on 
Nov. 29, 2018, a woman reported 
the theft of a black 2004 Nissan 
Altima to White Earth tribal police. 
She woke up to find it gone. Police 
told her it was recovered as part of 
a burglary investigation early that 
morning.

At 3:34 a.m. a Becker County 
deputy had been called to Orton’s 
convenience store in Audubon 
on the report of a burglary. An 
employee there saw a person in a 
black mask in the store near a sup-
ply room. The man fled by smash-
ing out a rear glass door with an 
ice pick. Surveillance video showed 
three people enter a walk-in cooler 
on the back side of the building and 
take food.

The deputy followed the vehicle 
tracks from the gas station to rural 
Becker County, where he found 
the Altima in a ditch. Eischens was 
identified as the driver of the car. 
Her shoe print matched a shoe 
print found in the walk-in cooler, 
and a milk crate from Orton’s, 
containing four gallons of milk and 
a large package of pepperoni, was 
found in the car.

On Oct. 20, District Judge Michael 
Fritz stayed imposition of sentence 
and placed her on supervised pro-
bation for five years.

Eischens was ordered to serve 59 
days in jail, with credit for 59 days 
served, and pay a $1,000 fine plus 
$1,165 in court fees and $743 in 
restitution.

A felony charge of receiving sto-
len property was dropped in a plea 
agreement.

Detroit Lakes woman  
meets conditions,  
felony charge dismissed

A felony charge of aiding an 
offender on probation or parole has 
been dismissed in Becker Coun-
ty District Court against Georgette 
Suzanne Maxfield, 33, of Detroit 
Lakes.

According to court records, in 
November of 2017, she falsely told 
police at her doorstep that her 
boyfriend at the time was not at 
her home. Police later saw him 
through a window sitting on a 
couch in the living room, got a 
warrant, and found him hiding in 
the attic.

On Oct. 13, the charge against 
Maxfield was dismissed because 
she successfully completed the 
conditions of her sentence: Serve 
15 days on electronic home mon-
itoring, pay a $500 fine and $665 
in court fees, get a mental health 
evaluation and follow the recom-
mendation, and successfully com-
plete four years of supervised pro-
bation.

Detroit Lakes woman 
accused of felony  
domestic abuse

Katrina Marie Elmore, 27, of 
Detroit Lakes, has been charged in 
Becker County District Court with 
felony domestic abuse — violating 
an order for protection within 10 
years of previous convictions.

According to court records, on 
Sept. 18 a Becker County deputy 
pulled over the car she was riding 
in for erratic driving in Detroit 
Lakes. The driver was a man that 
she had been court-ordered not to 
have any contact with since 2019.

On Sept. 20, cash bail for Elmore 
was set at $200 or bond at $2,000, 
under standard conditions of 
release, or $20,000 bond with no 
conditions.

Detroit Lakes Tribune
The following reports 

were compiled from the 
Becker County Sher-
iff’s Office and Detroit 
Lakes Police Depart-
ment from an official 
with knowledge of the 
cases, unless otherwise 
noted.

Thursday, Oct. 28
10:09 a.m., 27000 

block Linden Road, 
Rochert, runaway. A 
17-year-old boy was 
reported missing.

10:45 a.m., at Cen-
tral Market at 310 east 
Frazee Street, Detroit 
Lakes, a 55-year-old 
man violated a harass-
ment restraining order 
in the parking lot. No 
injuries were reported 
and the case is under 
investigation.

2:43 p.m., 10000 block 
County Road 29, Frazee, 
gasoline being stolen 
from stored boats on 
a property. The caller 
will put out trail cam-
eras. The case is under 
investigation.

4:31 p.m., 1100 block 
Riverview Road, Detroit 
Lakes, phone scam. The 
caller said they divulged 
their name and date of 
birth to the scammer, 
but no other informa-
tion.

5:26 p.m., 11000 block 
County Road 43, Men-
ahga, missing person. 
A 56-year-old man was 
reported missing by his 
wife. The man has been 
missing for 5 days and 
shut off his phone. His 
vehicle is a 2002 blue 
Volkswagen.

RELATED: For 
more information on 
local Crime and Court 
news, check out our 
Crime and Courts sec-
tion.

Friday, Oct. 29
8:42 a.m., 12000 block 

Carow Circle, Frazee, 
mail scam.

11:22 a.m., 1100 block 
Randolph Road, Detroit 
Lakes, multiple cata-
lytic converters stolen 
from parked vehicles at 
a business.

2:39 p.m., 54000 
block 115th Street, 
Menahga, an unknown 
amount of cash was 
stolen from a vehicle.

6:21 p.m., 1100 block 
south Washington Ave-
nue, Detroit Lakes, gas 

pump drive-off.
6:41 p.m., 900 block 

Highway 34, Detroit 
Lakes, pursuit. One 
arrest was made and the 
vehicle was impounded 
by the Becker County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Saturday, Oct. 30
7:11 a.m., 18000 block 

175th Street, Audu-
bon, domestic assault. 
A 41-year-old woman 
suffered head injuries 
from an assault involv-
ing a 50-year-old man 
and was transported to 
a nearby medical clinic 
for treatment. The man 
was arrested.

1:35 p.m., 39000 block 
north Elbow Lake Road, 
Waubun, tire damage 
reported.

2:31 p.m., 500 block 
Jennifer Street, Audu-
bon, a 46-year-old 
woman was behaving 
erratically and spray 
painted profanity on a 
shop floor. No medi-
cal attention was need-
ed. The case is under 
investigation.

8:02 p.m., 26000 
block Crane Road, 
Ogema, smoke reported 
in a trailer.

10:18 p.m., 600 block 
west Birch Avenue, 
Frazee, a green, 8-foot 
fiberglass ladder was 
stolen.

Sunday, Oct. 31
2:22 a.m., 700 block 

Bowling Avenue, 
Detroit Lakes, assault. 
A 52-year-old woman 
was assaulted by a 
34-year-old woman. No 
report of injuries. The 
34-year-old woman 
was arrested.

7:25 a.m., 40000 
block Lyman Lakes 
Road, Menahga, over-
dose. Six doses of Nar-
can were administered 
before the 43-year-old 
man responded. He was 
transported to a near-
by medical clinic for 
further treatment and 
evaluation.

6:36 p.m., 25000 
block Brandy Lake Bou-
levard, Detroit Lakes, 
shed on fire.

8:15 p.m., 1900 block 
Longview Drive, Detroit 
Lakes, suicidal threats. 
A boy was taken via 
private transport to a 
nearby medical clinic 
for evaluation.

Send your tips to: newsroom@
dlnewspapers.com

Bismarck man gets 51 months in 
prison on Becker County sex charge

POLICE NEWS

Menahga city administrator suspended
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OTHER VIEW

Let’s slow down 
on ostracizing, 
condemning or firing 

those who voice their 
opinion about masks, 
vaccines or parental choice.

Consider what happened 
recently in Fergus Falls, 
Minnesota, when Dr. Jeff 
Horak lost his job after he 
spoke at a school board 
meeting, urging parental 
freedom on deciding 
whether students should 
wear masks at school.

“This mandate across 
the board, that’s a tough 
place to go,” Horak told 
the board on Oct. 11. “Who 
does God put in charge of 
their kids? Their parents. 
God gave each one of these 
kids to their parents. Their 
parents speak for them, 
and they may be wrong, 
dumb or perfect in their 
decision-making, but it’s 
still their responsibility. 
It’s their responsibility, not 
yours.”

His comments were 
applauded by many in 
attendance and have been 

quoted often in the weeks 
since.

Due to a clause in his 
contract, Horak and his 
former employer can’t 
discuss details about why 
he’s no longer at the Fergus 
Falls hospital. The head of 
the hospital’s Medical Group 
Board said the decision 
about Horak was made by 
peer doctors who serve on 
the board and “not by Lake 
Region Healthcare.”

Either way, Horak is out. 
A few days after the school 
board meeting, he said he 
was informed he could either 
resign or be terminated; he 
chose the latter.

Not surprisingly, many 
in Fergus Falls have rallied 
around him. On Monday, 
Oct. 25, upward of 300 
people gathered outside the 
hospital in protest.

And we’re left to wonder: 
What has happened to 
freedom of speech? What 
has happened to voicing 
dissenting opinions, and 
peacefully at that?

Horak wasn’t some 

wild-eyed firebrand at the 
board meeting, but simply 
stepped to the podium to 
politely voice his opinion. 
Apparently, he’s out of a job 
because of it.

Let’s be clear about one 
thing: Numerous entities – 
ranging from the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, the Mayo Clinic 
and the North Dakota 
Department of Health – say 
wearing a mask helps reduce 
the spread of COVID-19.

But should Horak have 
been fired for voicing his 
opinion at a board meeting?

We don’t see it, and we 
worry this is treading on 
dangerous ground, not only 
as the pandemic and the 
opposing views on COVID-19 
continue ad infinitum, but as 
all things political seem to 
be boiling in America.

To us, it doesn’t sound 
as if Horak was speaking 
for the hospital in general, 
but just adding his voice to 
a debate that is consuming 
so many communities 
across the region. It was his 

opinion, and it concerned 
“parental freedom.” That’s 
something we all should be 
able to discuss.

“I wouldn’t do it 
differently,” Horak recently 
said in an interview with 
WDAY.

He shouldn’t have to. If he 
broke some written policy 
by voicing his thoughts at 
the board meeting, a lesser 
punishment would have 
sufficed.

Horak didn’t verbally 
attack anyone. He didn’t 
resort to name-calling 
or any sort of derogatory 
speech or action that 
embarrassed his employers. 
From what we have seen, 
he simply advocated for 
parental choice on masks.

If he lost his job over that, 
it seems harsh and shows 
a lack of empathy for his 
personal beliefs. Further, 
it’s an example of what 
can happen when people 
simply have no patience for 
differing views.

This other view is the opinion of the 
editorial board of our sister publication, 

the Grand Forks Herald.

Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services

The Open Enrollment Peri-
od at Healthcare.gov started 
Monday, and a new report 
released from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services shows that Med-
icaid and health insurance 
from the federal Marketplace 
helped to prevent major cov-
erage losses in 2020-2021 — 
despite downward econom-
ic pressures related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

HHS’s analysis showed 
that efforts taken by the 
Biden-Harris Administra-
tion, such as the 2021 Special 
Enrollment Period, helped 
ensure health care for Amer-
icans remained in reach.

“The COVID-19 pandem-
ic has disrupted our lives 
in many ways, yet today’s 
report shows we made sig-
nificant strides to protect 
Americans’ health,” said 
HHS Secretary Xavier Becer-
ra. “Over 2.8 million Ameri-
cans gained coverage during 
the Special Enrollment Peri-
od. We will double down 
on these gains by launch-

ing Open Enrollment season 
on Monday (Nov. 1) with the 
most affordable health cov-
erage options to date.”

“Thanks to the American 
Rescue Plan, health care cov-
erage is more affordable and 
accessible than ever. This 
Open Enrollment, consum-
ers will have access to more 
affordable plan options, with 
more help, for an even longer 
period of time,” said Cen-
ters for Medicare & Medic-
aid Administrator Chiquita 
Brooks-LaSure. “I urge indi-
viduals and families in need 
to sign up today at Health-
Care.gov for comprehensive, 
affordable health care cover-
age for themselves and their 
loved ones.”

The report, conducted by 
researchers at HHS’ Office 
of the Assistant Secretary 
for Planning and Evaluation, 
details how safety net pro-
grams like Medicaid, which 
enrolled individuals during 
the pandemic, and efforts 
such as the 2021 Special 
Enrollment Period, which 
netted another in new cover-

age gains, helped to stabilize 
health coverage during the 
pandemic. However, feder-
al surveys also indicate con-
tinuing disparities in cover-
age among Black and Latino 
individuals, lower-income 
families, and people living 
in Medicaid non-expansion 
states. Addressing such dis-
parities is a top priority for 
the Biden-Harris Adminis-
tration.

This year, thanks to the 
American Rescue Plan and 
enhanced tax credits, people 
shopping for health insur-
ance through the Market-
places will find the widest 
variety of options at the low-
est prices ever.

They will also bene-
fit from a longer period to 
shop for coverage with the 
Open Enrollment deadline 
being extended to Jan. 15, 
2022. Open Enrollment will 
launch with four times more 
Navigators than last season, 
with around 1,500 Navigators 
available for consumers who 
use HealthCare.gov.

The Administration is also 

making record investments 
and employing a robust local 
strategy to reach the remain-
ing uninsured and help 
reduce disparities in cover-
age. These efforts include 
launching an to spread word 
about Open Enrollment.

For the first time, these 
advertisements will be avail-
able in an expanded number 
of languages including Hindi, 
Korean and more.

CMS is quadrupling the 
number of Navigators avail-
able to help consumers 
sign up for coverage, and 
re-launching the “Champi-
ons for Coverage” program, 
which will enlist over 2,000 
local organizations to support 
outreach and public educa-
tion efforts and help enroll 
individuals in coverage.

To find the ASPE report, 
visit: https://aspe.hhs.gov/
reports/tracking-health-in-
surance-coverage

To find out more and get 
ready for the 2022 Open 
Enrollment period, visit 
HealthCare.gov or your 
state’s Marketplace website.

Doctor should not have been 

Fed action helped millions to get 
health coverage during pandemic

Paul Marquart 

100 Rev. Dr. Martin Lu-
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U of M has good news for Native students
Detroit Lakes Tribune

Good news for tribal stu-
dents: According to an MPR 
story by Dan Kraker, the Uni-
versity of Minnesota plans 
to extend “substantial finan-
cial support,” including in 
many cases completely free 
tuition, to enrolled members 
of the state’s 11 federally rec-
ognized tribal nations begin-
ning next fall.

University of Minne-

sota President Joan Gabel 
announced the creation of 
the Native American Promise 
Tuition Program in a memo 
to the state’s tribal lead-
ers, calling it a “significant 
expansion of Native Ameri-
can student tuition support.”

The new program expands 
on a tuition waiver program 
for American Indian students 
that’s long been in place at 
the University’s Morris cam-

pus, where more than 6,000 
waivers have been awarded 
since Morris joined the U of 
M system in 1960.

Starting in the fall of 2022, 
the program will be expanded 
to the remaining four system 
campuses, although it’s still 
unclear which students will 
be eligible for free tuition. 
It will apply to first-year 
undergraduate students and 
transfers from tribal colleges.

In the memo, Gabel called 
the expansion a “significant 
achievement” and said it 
will place the U of M’s pro-
gram “among the nation’s 
most comprehensive free and 
reduced tuition programs for 
Native American students.”

We hope local students 
are able to take advantage 
of what looks like a gold-
en opportunity for a more 
affordable education.



Realtor association 
announces incoming 
board

During their meeting 
on Oct. 19, the Lakes 
Country Association of 
Realtors voted to elect 
their new 2022 leader-
ship board.

The new leader-
ship team will include 
past-president Bryan 
Domholt of eXp Realty, 
and incoming-presi-
dent Lori Ellefson of Jack 
Chivers Realty.

Additional 2022 board 
members are:

Alexis Peters, Coun-
selor Realty, Secretary/
Treasurer

Paula Okeson, RE/
MAX Lakes Region, 
Director

Stacy Scott, Coun-
selor Realty, Director

Chris Nord, The Real 
Estate Company, Direc-
tor

Lara Burnside, eXp 
Realty, Director

Jack LaBarre, ERA 
Northland, Director

Jason Bristlin, The 
Real Estate Company, 
Director

The group also 
announced the their 2021 
association award win-
ners, including:

REALTOR of the 
Year – Deanna Sinclair, 

ERA Northland Realty
Rookie of the Year – 

Nicholas Fairbanks, eXp 
Realty

Distinguished Ser-
vice Award – Patty 
LaBarre, ERA Northland 
Realty

Members of the Lakes 
Country Association of 
Realtors strives to pro-
mote the highest ethical 
and professional stan-
dards and cooperation 
among its members; 
Provide products, pro-
grams and services to 
meet the evolving needs 
of the real estate indus-
try and consumers; and 
serve as a leading advo-
cate of private property 
rights and community 
involvement, according 
to the group’s website.

Local accounting 
firms merge

Detroit Lakes-based 
certified public accoun-
tant, Haga Kommer, has 
announced their merg-
er with Bekkerus Schott 
Helmeke DeConcini 

Johnson, Ltd., effective 
Nov. 1.

The new merger will 
expand Haga Kommer’s 
business into the Per-
ham market, according 
to a news release from 
the company.

With the new expan-
sion, the current Detroit 
Lakes office of Haga 
Kommer will move into 
the current offices of 
Bekkerus Schott Helmeke 
DeConcini Johnson, Ltd., 
located on Hwy 59 in 
Detroit Lakes. The Per-
ham office will remain 
in its current location on 
3rd Avenue.

“We are excited about 
this merger because 
Haga Kommer shares 
the same values we do,” 
said Judi Johnson, new 
operations supervisor for 
the Detroit Lakes office. 
“With this merger, we 
know we can continue 
our tradition of excel-

lent service, while add-
ing significant resources 
and specialized expertise 
for our clients and asso-
ciates.”

Chris DeConcini, oper-
ations manager in Per-
ham, said, “The more 
we learned about Haga 
Kommer the more we 
knew that we wanted 
to move into the future 
with them.”

Haga Kommer is a 
full-service account-
ing firm with offices in 
Fargo, Bismarck, Man-
dan, Detroit Lakes and 
St. Cloud. Inc. Magazine 
included Haga Kommer 
as one of the fastest 
growing private compa-
nies in the United States 
for the fourth year in 
a row, according to the 
company’s news release.

Send us your local business story 
tips at newsroom@dlnewspapers.

com.
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218-850-0893 • 1208 Rossman Ave
www.facebook.com/DLlasers  •  renewmedspa.biz

Do you suffer from  Do you suffer from  
painful toenail fungus?painful toenail fungus?
I CAN HELP!!!I CAN HELP!!!
Q: What has your success rate been with 

these treatments?

A:  This process has very quickly removed pain from 
fungus, saved toenails from complete removal. Every 
person’s nails grow at a different rate & fungus can 
actually slow down growth-each client I have had has 
seen amazing results in one way or another.

SERVICES OFFERED Tattoo Removal • Carbon Facials • Fungus Treatment

Savings off Signature, Gourmet Delite®, Stuffed, Create 
Your Own pizza at regular menu price

FAMILY SIZE
$3OFF

$2OFF

CHOOSE YOUR SIZE
AND SAVE

$1OFF
MEDIUMLARGE

LS
M-

02

MEDIUM

847-7200

IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY. EXPIRES 11/30/21. Valid at 
participating locations. Not valid with other offers. Cannot 
be sold, transferred or duplicated. Limit 3. 1587-LSM012918

Washington Square Mall | Detroit Lakes | 218-847-2127

Midwest Vision Center 
Formerly Jerry’s Optical 

New Name - Same great service and staff.

FRAME  
SALE 2021!

50% OFF
FRAMES ON NOVEMBER 

4TH AND 5TH
Ask about additional savings on lens treatments

(218) 847-4175
We sell the best and service the rest!

607 Washington Ave. - Detroit Lakes, MN

JANKE’S SEW JANKE’S SEW && VAC VAC

Miele and American 
Made Simplicity 

Vacuums

$5.00 OFF
Vacuum Cleaner Clean & Service
Valid now thru November 30th, 2021. Must present coupon at  
Check-In. Not valid with other offers. 1 coupon per person - per 
vacuum. We service all makes & models. Janke’s Sew & Vac
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Dr. Behzad Sabit is 
now providing outreach 
services at Sanford 
Health Detroit Lakes.

He practices neuro-
surgery, specializing 
in minimally invasive 
spine surgery and com-
plex spine procedures, 
and treats adult degen-
erative deformity, radic-
ulopathy and spinal ste-
nosis.

Other services include 
obtaining detailed his-
tory and physical exams 
to diagnose and man-
age patients with neck 
and back pain, as well 
as other neurological 
issues, and providing 
recommendations for 
conservative manage-
ment and surgical man-

a g e m e n t 
w h e n 
appropriate 
with post-
operat ive 
follow-up.

Dr. Sabit 
a t t e n d e d 
g r a d u a t e 
school at 

the University of Man-
itoba in Winnipeg and 
medical school at McGill 
University Faculty of 
Medicine in Montreal. 
He did his residency at 
the University of Mani-
toba in Winnipeg and his 
fellowship at the Uni-
versity of Washington in 
Seattle.

To schedule an 
appointment in Detroit 
Lakes call 218-846-
2000.

Sinclair LaBarre

Sabit

Neurosurgery expert 
now serving Sanford 
Health Detroit Lakes

By Michael Achterling

A virtual classroom of trade 
skills stopped at Rural Minne-
sota CEP in Detroit Lakes on 
Monday in an effort to spark 
interest in learning a trade.

The classroom, a traveling 
trade experience from Big 
Ideas of New Ulm, Minn., held 
three virtual reality stations, 
and an extra pop-up tent out-
side giving students from the 
Detroit Lakes Area Learning 
Center four different stations 
to experience a trade.

Virtual experiences includ-
ed: performing an oil change; 
using a commercial paint 
sprayer efficiently; learning 
basic welding; and a CAT scan 
simulator. Andrew Kish, lead 
welding instructor for Big 
Ideas, said the company is 
getting close to its 100th tour 
stop and thinks it’s sparking 
an interest for many of the 
students who have made their 
way through the stations.

“A lot of our instructors are 
from many different areas, 
from many different profes-
sions,” said Kish. “It’s a really 
cool experience because kids 
get to use the technology and 
see what it’s like, but then 
they get to ask us questions 
about what it’s like to actually 
be in the trades.”

Kish also said he tells the 
students that he’s living proof 
that you don’t need a four-
year degree to make a six-fig-
ure income.

“You can go as far as you 
want in trades,” he said. “You 
want to go home every night 
and not have any responsibil-

ities, you can be a laborer. You 
want to be a supervisor and 
have more responsibilities, 
the pay increase with that, or 
do you want to own your own 
business, you can learn how 
to do that too. It’s just how 
determined you are.”

Students from Detroit Lakes 
ALC seemed interested in get-
ting their hands on the CAT 
simulator controls, but were 
equally impressed with the 
scoring system in the virtual 
welding experience

“It’s good experience, I 
mean, it’s not the same as in 
real life, but it still helps,” said 
Lexi Stiyer, a Detroit Lakes 
student. “I’ve never welded, 
but my whole family pretty 
much welds.”

She added she wants to do 
something with horses after 
high school, but learning 
how to weld would be a great 
skill to have, especially when 
you’re on a farm.

Dennis Weaver, science 
teacher at Detroit Lakes ALC, 
said, “It’s all about what 
you enjoy doing and a lot of 
times kids don’t realize that 
you don’t have to go on to 
school, you just have to get a 
skill. And that skill is the most 
important”

Weaver added that learning 
skills pushes people forward 
and, with each skill they learn, 
it creates more opportunity 
and experiences they need for 
continued success after high 
school.

Kelley Nowell, team leader 
for Rural Minnesota CEP in 
Detroit Lakes, said the mobile, 
virtual teaching trailer is a 
great way to give free expe-
rience into these in-demand, 
hands-on fields.

“It’s an interactive way for 
people to experience in dif-
ferent areas,” said Nowell. 
“What we’re trying to do is 
get some of our customers and 
clients knowledge and infor-
mation, and getting excited 
about maybe going into these 
industries.”

Nowell also said Rural Min-
nesota CEP is valuable com-
munity resource for employ-
ment education and training 
in the Detroit Lakes area.

“Most of our programs 

are to help people transition 
from being unemployed to 
employed, in whatever path 
that may be” said Nowell. “We 
have programs from people 14 
(years old) to 100.”

The Big Ideas trailer will 
make additional stops across 
northern Minnesota this week, 
including:

Tuesday, Nov. 2: Bagley 
from 8 a.m. to noon. Park 
Rapids from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 3: 
Wadena from 8 a.m. to noon. 
Brainerd from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Thursday, Nov. 4: Little 
Falls from 8 a.m. to noon. 
Alexandria from 2 p.m. to 6 
p.m.

Send your story ideas to Michael at: 
machterling@dlnewspapers.com

Rural Minnesota CEP hosts virtual trade-teaching trailer in Detroit Lakes

Photos by Michael Achterling / Detroit Lakes Tribune
Left: 

Right: 
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www.anbmn.com
Lobby & Drive Thru 

Open 8am - 5pm Mon.-Fri.
Member

FDIC
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•  Teller Deposits/ 
Withdrawals/

Call Today 
for Rates!

Detroit Lakes, MN
stowmanlaw.com

Stowman  Law
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Visit Modulist.news 
Create your listings for a 
birthday, new arrival, wedding 
announcement, obituary, job 
posting, and more. 

community calendar items, for 
publication online and in our 
Wednesday and Sunday print 
editions, space permitting.
Submissions must be made at least 

date, in writing, to either dltribune@
dlnewspapers.com or vgerdes@
dlnewspapers.com.
Each submission must include the 

of event, whether it is recurring or 
a one-time happening, and where 
to go for more information (phone, 
email and/or website). Also include 
whether the event is free or paid 
admission, and how much it costs 
when applicable.

Thursday, November 4
Detroit Lakes Library Board: The 

in the library’s main meeting room at 

Saturday, November 6
Art from the Start: Parents and 
guardians with children between 

budding artists to the Holmes Art 

“Art from the Start” class on how 

indigenous totem poles and the 

registration is required. Instructor is 
artist Courtney Stanley.To sign up, 
visit dlccc.org/artcellar.html or call 

Monday, November 8
Ogema VFW Auxiliary: The Ogema 
VFW Auxiliary will meet at the 
VFW Hall in Ogema. This is our 
annual inspection meeting, with all 

Inspection by Amanda Weller, 

Tuesday, November 9
Teen Writers Group: Teens 
interested in pursuing writing are 

from your peers. Visit larl.org or call 

Watercolor Painting Class: Come 

featuring “winter greenery” — 
wreaths and holly berries, seeded 
eucalyptus, pine branches and pine 
cones, and a juniper branch, for a 
variety of applications. All materials 

sign up, visit dlccc.org/artcellar.html 

Wednesday, November 10
Library Knitting Group: Knitters of 
all experience levels are invited to 

Bring new and ongoing projects and 
share experience and inspiration 

meeting in the main meeting room 

more information.

Friday, November 12
Square Dancing: 
Friendly Squares will host a dance 

The caller will be Brian Freed. 
Spectators are welcome. For more 
information contact Karen at 218-

Saturday, November 13
Annie Mack Concert: 

presented by the Minnesota Music 
Coalition’s Caravan du Nord. 

for students, and can be purchased 
online at dlccc.org/holmes-theatre.

Miscellaneous
Newsies: 
School fall musical, “Newsies,” will 

George Simson Auditorium. 
Performance dates and times 

seats are available for advance 

will also be sold at the door starting 
approximately one hour in advance 
of each show.
Complete Works of William 
Shakespeare: Minnesota State 
Community & Technical College 

Waage Theatre on M State’s Fergus 
Falls campus. Performance times 

performances free and open to 

should be aware that face coverings 
are required on all M State 
campuses at this time.
Roses from Rotary: 

(inside Washington Square Mall), 

p.m., while supplies last. (No roses 
at Bergen’s this year due to road 

of colors. Proceeds go to support 
local and area hunger, wellness and 
literacy initiatives.
Kids’ Art Club: 
Historic Holmes Theatre is hosting 

22. There will be two sessions 

will be the club’s facilitator. Cost is 

and all materials are included in the 
program fee. To sign up, call the 

or visit the website at dlccc.org/
holmes-theatre.html.
Cornerstone for Kids: Kids 
from preschool age up through 
high school students can come 

for a chance to learn about your 
faith, understand God and develop 
a life lasting relationship with 
Him. There will also be an adult 
Bible study held at the same time. 
For more information call 218-

Library Storytime:

Preschoolers and their caregivers 

songs and more. This early literacy 

way to encourage young children to 
enjoy reading. The library is located 

information.
Baby Bounce: Songs, stories, and 
action poems for infants, toddlers 

Program runs about a half hour 
including playtime and chatting with 

information.
GED/Adult Diploma Class: If 

Area Adult Education is open and 
ready to help you meet your goals. 

mn.us to register.
Driver’s License Exam 
Preparation: 

license preparation class. This 
class is designed to help unlicensed 
adult drivers become familiar with 
vocabulary, signs, and rules of the 
road so they can successfully pass 
the written portion of the Minnesota 

mn.us for more information.
English Language Instruction: 

instruction for adults, every Monday 
through Thursday. The schedule 

information.
Lakes Area Farmers Market: 

is open every Tuesday and 
Saturday through the end of 

Alcoholics Anonymous: Here 
is the meeting schedule for the 

Summit Ave. — Sundays at 1 p.m., 

Wednesdays at 12 noon, Grapevine 

topic meeting. There are no dues 
or fees for meetings. For more 

Overeaters Anonymous:

your health or the way you live 

preoccupied with thoughts of food? 
If any of these describes you, 
then Overeaters Anonymous may 
be for you. No diets to follow, no 
weigh-ins, no fees — just a 12-step 
program for those who struggle in 
their relationship with food. The OA 
Serenity Group meets Tuesdays 

From Bondage OA Group meets on 

door.

Lake Country Woodcarvers: 
Anyone interested in wood carving 

their latest projects to the Holmes 

resources are available in the 

There is no cost to participate. Call 

more information.

HAPPENINGS
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Read your newspaper

EVERY DAY!

Point your smartphone or tablet  
camera at the square to access your 

daily digital newspaper everyday.

Get early morning deliver y 
with easy-reading options!

•Adjustable text size
•Clip, print & share news
•Search current or past editions

 Or go to epaper.dl-online.com
Need help? Call  218-847-3151

The third annual event was 
held at the Holiday Inn-Lake-
front in Detroit Lakes and 
featured an “after-hours” 
social event for the nominees, 
awardees and their co-work-
ers.

Andy and Sandy Lia, two 
longtime Detroit Lakes public 
figures, hosted the event and 
previewed each award before 
it was presented during the 
ceremony.

The Accelerator Award - 
Given to an individual who 
motivates their friends, family, 
colleagues and community to 
get involved.

WINNERS: Hans and Mary 
Beth Gilsdorf

The Gilsdorfs are responsible 
for numerous art and sculp-
ture projects around Detroit 
Lakes, including: The “Sunny 
in DL”sunfish, Detroit Lakes 
sailboat sculpture at the City 
Park, the 150 Sails Up public 
art project commemorating the 
150th birthday of Detroit Lakes 
and the Polar Fest ice palaces.

“When Carrie called and told 
us we were nominated, she 
read the Accelerator Award, 
and I kind of laughed because 
at the end I could’ve added, 
‘whether you wanted us to do 
that, or not,’” said Mary Beth 
Gilsdorf.

Hans Gilsdorf added, “With 

the ice palace, our motto is 
kind of, ‘for the community, by 
the community,’ and it really 
does take a community to make 
these things happen and … we 
always come together to do the 
greatest things.”

The Ripple Award - Given 
to a club, group, or non-profit 
that motivates people around 
them to be engaged and con-
tributing members through 
events, volunteer projects, or 
service.

WINNER: Essentia Health
“In 2017, Essentia Health 

started a program to encour-
age its employees to volunteer 
in the community,” said Andy 
Lia. “Since then, employees 
have recorded 8,000 volunteer 
hours, and even during the 
pandemic, employees found 
ways to volunteer, from help-
ing a neighbor to donating 
blood.”

The Launch Award - Recog-
nizes an individual in the com-
munity whose leadership, vol-
unteerism, energy and willing-
ness to serve propels projects, 
and the community, forward.

WINNERS: Terry and 
Sandi Kemmer

The Kemmers are volunteers 
at First Lutheran Church, the 
Detroit Lakes chamber leader-
ship program, the downtown 
Street Faire at the Lakes, and 
at the Historic Holmes Theatre.

“We’ve been here since 2021 
… and we have found that the 
best way to get acclimated to a 

city is to volunteer,” said Terry 
Kemmer. “And it just teaches 
you about the community, you 
learn so much about the com-
munity in the volunteer efforts, 
and you get to know people and 
you recognize faces, and it’s 
just a wonderful way become a 
part of a community.”

The Wave Award - Recog-
nizes a current chamber mem-
ber that sets an example for 
promoting and investing in 
regional tourism and hospital-
ity industry.

WINNER: The Friends of 
Tamarac

“This volunteer group has 
a long history of supporting 
(Tamarac National Wildlife) 
Refuge activities and for cre-
ating innovative programming 
and partnerships,” said Andy 
Lia. “Their work to build the 
Discovery Center … and school 
(environmental) curriculum 
will leave lasting impressions 
and a love of nature for all 
ages.”

The Beacon Award - Given 
to an individual who is a 
long-standing volunteer and 
repeat performer for their will-
ingness to always step up, par-
ticipate and lead.

WINNER: Beth Pridday
“T, G, I, P, thank god it’s 

Pridday, that’s what they say 
when Beth shows up, I’m just 
saying,” said Sandy Lia.

Pridday has encouraged 
local entrepreneurship and has 
advocated, and volunteered, 

for the Humane Society of the 
Lakes, Essentia Health, the 
Detroit Lakes Chamber, the 
Detroit Lakes Kiwanis, the City 
of Detroit Lakes, Becker County 
Museum, Propel DL and more, 
Andy Lia added.

“Honestly, I never thought 
long-standing and me would 
be in the same sentence,” said 
Pridday. “We have embraced 
all things Detroit Lakes and I’m 
a firm believer in, if you want 
to make a change, you should 
start by making it yourself, and 
I’m super proud to volunteer 
with a lot of other people in 
this community to make it an 
amazing place to live, work and 
play.”

The Lighthouse Award 
- Recognizes a business, or 
organization, that consistently 
shows their enduring commit-
ment and long-standing ser-
vice to the region.

WINNER: BTD Manufac-
turing

Over the last 40 years, BTD 
has supported local schools, 
non-profits and local events 
through financial donations 
and allowing their employees 
to volunteer. In 2021, BTD was 
responsible for building the 150 
small and moderate-sized sail-
boats for the city’s 150th birth-
day celebration (i.e, 150 Sails 
Up), said Andy Lia.

“They donated all the labor 
and the materials too,” he 
added.

The Skipper Award - Given 

to an individual who demon-
strates great leadership within 
a company, or organization,
and has gone above-and-be-
yond to help the community in 
the past year.

WINNER: Kelcey Klemm
Klemm, the city administra-

tor for Detroit Lakes, led a team 
of city staff in projects, includ-
ing: the new police depart-
ment, the Detroit Lakes-Becker 
County Airport runway expan-
sion and improvement project, 
a new South Shore park, and 
spearheaded the city’s 150th
birthday celebration.

“All of this was a lot of com-
mittee efforts, talk about the 
150th and Hans and Mary Beth 
were a part of that, and South 
Shore Park … it really was a 
group effort, and I got to thank
my wife and family for put-
ting up with me,” said Klemm. 
“Thank you so much, I’m real-
ly, really surprised.”

A request for nominations for 
the 2022 Splash Awards will be 
sent out by the chamber in the 
spring.

“Just keep an eye out for 
people who are doing good,”
said Johnston. “And if that’s 
yourself, great, look for our
nomination to come out in the 
spring and we welcome any-
body to either nominate some-
one else, or if you want to 
nominate you, or your busi-
ness.”

Send your local story tips to Michael at 
machterling@dlnewspapers.com and follow 

him on Twitter @machterling.

SPLASH

Photos by Michael Achterling / Detroit Lakes Tribune
Left: 

Right: 
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By Jared Rubado
Detroit Lakes Tribune

After a run of 729 
days, Class AAAA 
will have a new 

state football champion. 
All because Detroit Lakes 
said so.

The third-seeded 
Lakers hit the road to 
spoil Rocori’s (5-4) 
bid at back-to-back 
state championships 
with a 21-20 win in the 
Section 8AAAA semifinal 
round. For the second 
straight game, Detroit 
Lakes overcame a two-
touchdown deficit with 
its bend-don’t-break 
defense and an offense 
determined to win every 
play.

“I’m just proud,” 
Lakers’ head coach 
Reed Hefta said. “I’m 
proud of the boys, and 
I’m proud of the way 
they played. We came 
out here and played 
a dang good Rocori 
team. Nothing is given. 
We had to fight for 
everything we got today. 
I’m very proud of that.”

Rocori started the 
second quarter with a 
touchdown to take a 
14-0 lead. Senior Brady 
Blattner ran in a one-
yard score to pin the 
Lakers on their heels.

Rocori 14-0
On Detroit Lakes’ next 

drive, senior quarterback 
Bradly Swiers hit 
Christian Solberg 
streaking down the 
center of the field for a 
58-yard catch-and-run 
touchdown. Junior Evan 
Thomas nailed the first 
of his three point-after-
touchdown kicks to cut 
Rocori’s lead in half.

“We got off to a slow 
start again, and that’s 
something that will have 
to change going into the 

section championship,” 
Swiers said. “You can 
point to this or that or 
whatever, but it was our 
attitude. Our attitude 
changed, and we wanted 
it. We talked about who 
wanted it more, and it 
was us. We wanted it 
more tonight.”

Rocori drove deep 
into Laker territory on 
its next possession but 
turned the ball over 
on downs after senior 
Caden Yliniemi broke 
up Jack Spanier’s pass 
to Hunter Nistler in the 
end zone.

“We switched to 
man coverage and 
started locking them 
down,” Yliniemi said. 
That helped us to quit 
letting them have the 
short routes. We just 
played well from there. 
I knew he was going to 
go out and up. I kind of 
anticipated it, went up 
and hit it away.”

Detroit Lakes tied 
the game 14-14 on its 
next possession with 

a 16-yard touchdown 
run from junior Ethan 
Carrier. Solberg got the 
Lakers in the red zone 
with a 30-yard run a 
play earlier.

The Spartans nickeled 
and dimed their way 
down the field for the 
third straight possession 
to end the first half. 
With 37 seconds left 
on the clock, Spanier 
dropped back to pass, 
but tucked the ball for 
a six-yard touchdown 
run to give Rocori a six-
point halftime lead.

Rocori 20-14
On Rocori’s final 

drive of the first half, 
Solberg was helped off 
the field. He returned in 
the second half despite 
favoring his leg. Swiers 
knew it would take a 

lot more for one of his 
favorite targets to sit out 
the rest of Saturday’s 
game.

“He’s awesome, and 
he’s a great option to go 
to all the time,” Swiers 
said. “You know he’s 
playing his hardest no 
matter what. When he 
went down, I knew he 
would come back, or 
someone would step up. 
I have all the confidence 
in these guys.”

The Lakers forced 
a three-and-out on 
Rocori’s first possession 
of the third quarter but 
were pinned at their 
own 17-yard line on 
a rolling punt. After a 
couple of first downs, 
the Lakers needed 
eight yards to move the 
chains on fourth down 
from midfield. Yliniemi, 
the punter, kept the 
ball for himself and ran 
it 10-yards to keep the 
drive alive.

By Jared Rubado
Detroit Lakes Tribune

The Detroit Lakes girls 
swimming and diving team 
came away with four all-con-
ference winners and a podi-
um finish in all 12 events on 
Thursday night at the Mid 
State meet in Park Rapids.

The Lakers kicked off the 
swimming portion with a 
win in the 200-yard medley 
relay. Marin Westrum, Madi 
Gerdes, Cora Martin and Lexi 
Gerdes brought home the 
first all-conference honor 
with a time of 2:03.46. Faith 
Hamm took first in the 200-

yard freestyle with a time 
of 2:05.01, while Lexi Gerdes 
won the 100-yard butter-
fly (1:05.37). Madi Gerdes 
rounded out the all-confer-
ence finishes with a 1:12.82 
time in the 100-yard breast-
stroke.

Every second and third-
place finish was named an 
all-conference honorable 
mention. The Lakers had 14 
podium finishes in total.

“The Lakers had some 
impressive performanc-
es Thursday night,” Detroit 
Lakes head coach Carol Fisch-
er said. “Our divers, once 

again, started us out with 
some solid dives. Juniors and 
seniors led the swimmers. A 
couple of our younger swim-
mers had some decent time 
drops–Marian Martin in the 
200-yard IM and the 100-
yard freestyle, and Emmery 
Wheeling in the 500 free.”

“As we head into the post-
season, we have an idea of 
who we will be up against 
in two weeks at the Section 
8A Championship,” Fischer 
said. “The meet will be very 
competitive, and there will 

By Jared Rubado
Detroit Lakes Tribune

The start of the section 
playoffs is a chance for 
teams to wipe the reg-
ular-season slate clean 
and start fresh. That’s 
exactly what the Detroit 
Lakes volleyball team did 
on Thursday night.

The fifth-seeded Lak-
ers (10-16) eliminated 
fifth-seeded St. Cloud 
Tech (8-15) in straight 
sets.

“This feels amazing,” 
sophomore Grace Gun-
derson said. “We were 
supposed to lose, but we 
came out and upset them. 
It was awesome.”

After pulling away to 
win the first two sets, 
the Lakers opened up a 
15-4 lead in set three. 
However, with the 
Tigers’ season on the 
line, they gave one last 
push for a comeback. 
Tech brought the set 
within three with an 8-1 
run. Detroit Lakes head 
coach Lynnsey Mach-
akaire called a timeout 
to settle down her team 
in a big moment.

“In watching film on 
Tech, we noticed that 
every game they got bet-
ter,” Machakaire said. 
“They get better every 
set. I wanted our girls to 
know that it isn’t over 
until it’s over. They’re 
not going to sit back and 
hand roll over for us on 
their home court. I need-
ed to bring them in to just 
compose them down so 
they could do their jobs 
fundamentally right. We 
don’t need to be fancy to 
finish games.”

The Lakers put their 
foot on the gas to close 
out the sweep with a 
25-19 third-set victory. 

Sophomore Rylee John-
son ended the match with 
a left-handed swat into 
the forearms of two Tech 
defenders for the win.

Lakers third set win
The difference between 

Detroit Lakes and Tech on 
Thursday night was the 
unforced errors or lack 
thereof for the Lakers. 
Without a missed serve 
and strong support play 
defensively, Detroit Lakes 
suffocated a struggling 
Tigers unit.

“I don’t think we 
missed a serve,” Mach-
akarie said. “I expect 
our girls to serve 97% 
if they’re going to serve 
on my court. That’s just 
our expectation, and we 
work really hard on that. 
I’m really proud of what 
the girls did tonight. The 
motto on the back of 
their shirts is, ‘With each 
other, for each other.” 
That’s the way they 
played tonight.”

Tech had the upper 
hand early on. The Tigers 
opened the first set with 
a 4-0 run to pin the Lak-
ers on their heels early. 
That’s when Grace Gun-
derson caught fire. She 
buried five of her 10 kills 
in the first frame to set 
Detroit Lakes with a 
25-20 win.

Lakers first set win
In the second set, it 

was Jalynn Gunderson 
who stole the show. She 
put home almost half of 
her team-leading 13 kills 
en route to a 25-18 set 
win. Grace and Jalynn 
Gunderson played nearly 
every point on Thursday 
night.

VOLLEYBALL

GIRLS SWIMMING AND DIVING

Tiger tamers

(Jared Rubado / Detroit Lakes Tribune
Jalynn Gunderson splits to Tiger defenders for a kill 
in the second set of Detroit Lakes’ 3-0 win over St. 

tournament on Thursday.

Lakers bring home 
hardware at Mid-State

Vance Carlson / Forum News Service

State Conference championships on Thursday.

Photos by Jared Rubado / Detroit Lakes Tribune

Halloween havoc
Lakers knock off defending state champs in 8AAAA semifinals

Charlie Kalina (left) and Brandton Marsh (right) celebrate Christian Solberg’s 
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“I looked at Hefta 
and gave him a nod,” 
Yliniemi said. “We knew 
right then that we were 
going to run that play. It 
feels great to know they 
have the confidence in 
me to get the first down 
there.”

Detroit Lakes’ gutsy 
play-calling paid off as 
the offense punched in a 
one-yard touchdown run 
with 2:47 left in the third 
quarter. The Lakers ran 
a formation where all 11 
guys on offense sprinted 
to the line of scrimmage. 
Swiers gave a quick 
handoff to sophomore 
Mason Carrier, who got 
the one-yard needed 
for the game-tying 
touchdown. Thomas put 
the Lakers ahead with 
the PAT.

Detroit Lakes used 
the hurry-up formation 
three times on Saturday. 
The first two worked for 
first downs, while the 
third provided the game-
winning touchdown.

“Get up to the line, get 
the ball in our big guys’ 
hands and make sure 
it’s quick,” Hefta said of 
the offensive formation 
on Mason Carrier’s 
touchdown. “If you’re 
quick and you know you 
can get a push, it keeps 
teams on the ropes.”

DL 21-20

The Detroit Lakes 
defense had another 
tale of two halves. 
The Lakers closed out 
the final two quarters 
without giving up a point 
after getting torched 
by Rocori’s dynamic 
offense in the first 24 
minutes. The Spartans 
turned the ball over on 
downs three times in 
the final 12 minutes, 
with two of those drives 
ending inside the Lakers’ 
28-yard line.

“These schemes 
stayed the same, but the 

intensity got better,” 
Hefta said. “Our guys 
really started to buckle 
down and do the things 
we ask them to do. 
It’s tough to play man 
coverage against some of 
the best receivers in the 
section.”

While a one-point 
cushion ended up being 
enough, it certainly 
wasn’t comfortable. 
The offensive play 
calling went from high 
risk, high reward to 
ball security and clock 

management. Detroit 
Lakes put a laboring 
Solberg at quarterback 
in the wildcat formation 
on its final two drives on 
first and second downs.

“Isn’t he a warrior? 
He just went out there 
and battled for this team 
tonight,” Hefta said of 
Solberg. “I’m just so 
proud of the grit in these 
guys and how they go 
out there and just battle. 
You have to be so proud 
of that as a coach or a 
fan watching that.”

With under a minute 
left, the Lakers got the 
game-clinching first 
down inside the Rocori 
20-yard line.

“They’re such a 
resilient group of young 
men,” Hefta said of his 
team completing another 
comeback. “We ask a lot 
out of them, and there’s 
a lot of time delegated to 
this throughout the year. 
They handle adversity 
well. There are bumps 
in every road. We had a 
group of young men that 
had some good passes 
thrown at them. (Rocori) 
has a great quarterback 
and receivers. Our 
guys did a good job of 
responding to them 
and continued to be 
consistent. We were able 
to get after it and play 
Laker football.”

For the seniors, 
each playoff game is 
another chance to buy 
48 more minutes on the 
field. While Saturday’s 

outcome looked bleak 
early on, the Lakers 
banded together to buy 
11 kids at least one more 
game.

“Man, these younger 
kids just stepped up 
for us seniors today,” 
Yliniemi said. “It feels 
great, and now we get 
to go up against Becker 
and hope for the best. 
If we practice hard this 
week, good things will 
happen.”

“It didn’t really hit me 
until this morning that 
this could be my last 
(game),” Swiers said. “It 
makes you play a little 
harder and a little better. 
It was definitely in my 
mind tonight.”

Following each playoff 
win, the hill gets steeper. 
For Detroit Lakes, the 
hill might be the steepest 
it’s ever been as they go 
head-to-head with Class 
AAAA’s No. 1-ranked 
Becker (9-0). The top-

seeded Bulldogs took 
care of business on 
Saturday against fourth-
seeded St. Cloud Apollo 
by a score of 51-7.

“The job is not done,” 
Hefta said. “We have to 
know that we can hang 
with teams regardless 
of who they are, but 
we have to be physical. 
Becker is going to be a 
team that’s going to put 
us on the edge. We have 
to be so smart and so 
sound. We have got to 
keep playing physical, 
Laker football.”

DETROIT LAKES 0 14 7 0 - 21
ROCORI 8 12 0 0 - 20
SCORING- FIRST QUARTER- ROCORI-

Mason Dahl 26-yard TD run, Brady Blattner 
two-point conversion run, 8-0, 5:43; SEC-
OND QUARTER- ROCORI- Blattner 1-yard 
TD run, conversion no good, 14-0, 10:41; 
DETROIT LAKES- Bradley Swiers 58-yard 
TD pass to Christian Solberg, Evan Thomas 
PAT good, 14-7, 9:51; DETROIT LAKES- 
Ethan Carrier 16-yard TD run, Thomas 
PAT good, 14-14, 2:16; ROCORI- Spanier 
6-yard TD run, conversion no good, 20-14, 
0:37; THIRD QUARTER- DETROIT LAKES-
Mason Carrier 1-yard TD run, Thomas PAT 
good, 21-20, 2:47

Contact Jared Rubado: jrubado@
dlnewspapers.com; Twitter: @

DLtribSports
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DETROIT LAKES

New Location coming soon!

By Jared Rubado
Detroit Lakes Tribune

Julia Steffl and Isla Pender set 
the tone for the Detroit Lakes 
girls cross country team to end 
the season on a high note with an 
eighth-place finish at the Section 
8AA championships.

Steffl (20:48) and Pender 
(20:49) finished one second apart 
in 22nd and 23rd place in the 
field. They gave the Lakers the 
boost they needed to climb inside 
the top eight with a team score 
of 208.

Lilly Baethke and Sadie Jordan 
did their best Steffl and Pender 
impressions by also finishing one 
second apart. Baethke clocked in 
at 23:04, which was good enough 
for 53rd place. Johnson’s time of 
23:05 earned her 54th.

Kira Wolf completed the top 
five with a time of 23:21. Marin 
Johnson (23:34) and Karli Skarie 

(23:56) both finished under the 
24-minute mark.

Senior Cole Weber notched a 
top 20 finish in his final race as 
a Laker to lead the boys team 
to a 12th-place team score of 
306. Webber clocked in at 18:09, 
which was two minutes faster 
than the next Laker.

Micah Barberg finished in 67th 
with a time of 20:09. Joe Skinner 
(20:20), Xander Jessen (21:08) 
and Hunter Olson (22:00) round-
ed out the top five. Avery Browen 
(22:21) and Declan Jessen (23:14) 
took 80th and 83rd.

SECTION 8AA TEAM SCORES
GIRLS TEAM SCORES - Willmar - 45; Alexandria - 55; 

Rocori - 62; Pequot Lakes - 134; Little Falls - 160; Albany 
- 185; Fergus Falls - 187; Detroit Lakes - 208; New Lon-
don-Spicer - 232; Thief River Falls - 245; Melrose Area 
- 269; East Grand Forks - 314

BOYS TEAM SCORES- Willmar - 71; Pequot Lakes - 
90; Alexandria - 95; Fergus Falls - 96; Rocori - 127; Little 
Falls - 132; East Grand Forks - 140; Albany - 219; New 
London-Spicer - 234; Melrose Area - 277; Thief River 
Falls - 285; Detroit Lakes - 306

Contact Jared Rubado: jrubado@dlnewspapers.
com; Twitter: @DLtribSports

By Jared Rubado
Detroit Lakes Tribune

M a h n o m e n - W a u -
bun will get its rematch 
against Ada-Borup-West 
in the Section 8A cham-
pionship game.

The Thunderbirds 
(8-1) Stymied Polk 
County West (8-2) 12-3 
in the 8A semifinal on 
Saturday afternoon to 
get one game closer to 
state. Will Starkey and 
Dennis Ashley punched 
in first-half rushing 
touchdowns while the 
M a h n o m e n - W a u b u n 
defense allowed only 
three points.

Starkey led all rushers 
with 123 yards on 24 car-
ries. Tanner Pazdernik 
ran for 100 yards on 28 
carries and threw for 27 
yards. Starkey led the 
team in tackles with 4.5.

The Thunderbirds out-
gained Polk County West 
286 yards to 134. Most 
of Mahnomen-Wau-
bun’s yards came on the 
ground.

The Thunderbirds’ 
only loss of the sea-
son was on the road at
Ada-Borup-West on Oct.
1 by a score of 33-13.
The Cougars are 8-1 this 
season and the top seed 
in Section 6A. They took 
care of Red Lake Coun-
ty at home by a final of
42-14.

Kickoff is at 8 p.m. at
the Fargodome, where
the winner advances to
the Class A state tour-
nament.

POLK COUNTY WEST 0 3 0 0 - 3
MAHNOMEN-WAUBUN 6 6 0 0 - 12
SCORING- FIRST QUARTER- 

MAHNOMEN-WAUBUN- Will Starkey 
5-yard TD run, Tanner Pazdernik two-point 
conversion pass no good, 6-0, 1:17; SEC-
OND QUARTER- POLK COUNTY WEST-
Cullen Rohrich 23-yard FG, 6-3, 10:23; 
MAHNOMEN-WAUBUN- Dennis Ashley 
10-yard TD run, two-point conversion run 
no good, 12-3, 5:58

MAHNOMEN WAUBUN TEAM TOTALS-

259 rushing yards, 5 penalties for 50 yards, 

MAHNOMEN-WAUBUN OFFENSE-
RUSHING- Will Starkey 24 carries, 123 
yards, TD; Tanner Pazdernik 28 curries, 
100 yards; Dennis Ashley 3 carries, 36
yards, TD; PASSING- 2-2, 27 yards; RE-
CEIVING- Ashley 1 catch, 21 yards; Loden 
Clark 1 catch, 6 yards

Contact Jared Rubado: jrubado@
dlnewspapers.com; Twitter: @

DLtribSports

be some great racing 
as individuals set their 
eyes on the State meet. I 
think everyone is excit-
ed to have a two-day 
section meet again.”

Sections will be on 
Nov. 12 and 13, with the 
preliminary races on 
day one leading into the 
finals on day two at the 
Detroit Lakes Commu-

nity and Cultural Cen-
ter.

DETROIT LAKES TOP THREE FIN-
ISHES

200Y MEDLEY RELAY- 1st- Marin 
Westrum, Madi Gerdes, Cora Martin, 
Lexi Gerdes 2:03.46; 200Y FREE- 
1st- Faith Hamm 2:05.01; 200Y 
IM- 3rd- Madi Gerdes 2:33.88; 50Y 
FREE- 3rd- Marin Westrum 27.11; DIV-
ING- 3rd- Hope Hamm 329.80; 100Y 
FLY- 1st- Lexi Gerdes 1:05.37; 2nd- Cora
Martin 1:08.57; 100Y- 2nd- Faith Hamm 
56.84; 500Y FREE- 3rd- Quinn Rogstad 
6:18.40; 200Y FREE RELAY- 2nd- Faith 
Hamm, Cora Martin, Quinn Rogstad, 
Rylie Wendt 1:51.72; 100Y BACK- 3rd- 
Marin Westrum 1:10.44; 100Y BREAST- 
1st- Madi Gerdes 1:12.82; 2nd- Lexi 
Gerdes 1:14.57; 400Y FREE RELAY- 
2nd- Faith Hamm, Rylie Wendt, Quinn 
Rogstad, Marin Westrum 4:00.00

Contact Jared Rubado: jrubado@
dlnewspapers.com; Twitter: @

DLtribSports

Lakers second set win
“They’re two phenomenal 

athletes,” Machakaire said. 
“They both can can put the 
ball down, but they can also be 
very smart with the ball. That’s 
what we talked a lot about in 
practice.”

Both Jalynn and Grace 
Gunderson are no strangers 
to making an impact on the 
court. Freshman Logan Fred-
rickson, however, notched a 
breakout game defensively 

with seven blocks.
“I was proud to see her stay 

away from the net,” Mach-
akaire said. “She’s a freshman. 
We’re working on somebody 
controlling stuff with her. I 
didn’t care how many blocks 
she got tonight because she 
stayed out of the net. Her not 
giving up any net errors is 
what I was most proud of her 
for. When you stay out of the 
net, you’re able to get more of 
those blocks. I’m very proud of 
her performance.”

Grace Gunderson said it was 
the defense that allowed the 
Lakers to settle in offensively 
and was blown away with the 

performance of the freshman 
middle hitter.

“Our defense was unre-
al tonight,” Grace Gunderson 
said. “We all played as a team. 
(Logan) was huge tonight. We 
needed her to get this win.”

“Defensively, they have to 
set up our offense. Otherwise, 
our offense can’t play,” Mach-
akaire said. “Our passing was 
Phenomenal tonight for how 
we’ve been passing this sea-
son. This is the best passing 
I’ve seen all season. I told them 
this week that if we can’t pass, 
we can’t run these plays.”

Detroit Lakes is a better team 
on the road than at home, 

which is why Machakaire 
wasn’t too upset with losing a 
razor-thin tiebreaker margin 
for the fourth seed.

“If we would’ve won one 
more game in Fergus Falls 
last Thursday, we probably 
would’ve had a home game,” 
Machakaire said. “It was so 
close, but I really can’t com-
plain because we’ve been play-
ing so well on the road, and 
we got a win. Now we know 
we can go on the road in this 
section and take a team out on 
their home court.”

The Lakers were quick to 
put their 9-16 regular-sea-
son record behind them. They 

knew the section tournament 
was a chance to prove many 
people wrong and showcase 
how good they could be when 
they put it all together.

“I was really proud of the 
girls because we worked so hard 
this week,” Machakaire said. 
“I know some people proba-
bly don’t appreciate this, but 
I’m not really worried about 
my regular-season record. We 
show up at sections, and both 
teams are 0-0. It’s whoever is 
going to show up and perform 
that’s going to win. Tonight, 
we showed we were ready to 
perform.”

Contact Jared Rubado: jrubado@
dlnewspapers.com; Twitter: @DLtribSports
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Thunderbirds 
punch ticket 
to 8A final

Jared Rubado / Detroit Lakes Tribune
Jacob Ehnert celebrates a Rocori three-and-out 
in the fourth quarter of Detroit Lakes’ 21-20 win 
over Rocori in the Section 8AAAA semifinals on 
Friday. 

CROSS COUNTRY

Seffl, Pender and Weber 
pace Lakers at sections

Photos by Eric Morken / Forum News Service

apart and took 22nd and 23rd place.

Detroit Lakes’ Cole Weber paces 
the Lakers with a time of 18:09 at 
the Section 8AA championships in 
Alexandria on Thursday. Weber 

Laker.
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ORDER NOW FOR SUMMER DELIVERY

Where You Need Us, When You Need Us

Relax & Enjoy Your Boating Lifestyle! We’re The Only Resource You’ll Need

• Shop our indoor showrooms in DL, Walker and West Fargo.
• We’re a Full Service Marine Dealership...
• 7 Locations...  7 Departments...  Open 7 Days In-Season

DL 218.847.0324
Fargo 701.540.0664

Walker 218.547.4033
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jkmarine.com

  FRIENDLY, FRIENDLY, 
HONEST HONEST 
SERVICE. SERVICE. 

AUTO REPAIR, TIRES AND TOWING
Now is the perfect time to get your car serviced!

Licensed and ready to help!  

1608 Dan Street, Detroit Lakes • 218-847-3511

Visit our Kohler® 
Registered Showroom

“For Your 
Family’s 
Comfort”

18550 Highway 59 North Detroit Lakes, MN
Green’s 218-847-7542 • Modern 218-847-7459

nick@gpmh.biz 
www.modernheatingandplumbing.com

By John Lamb
The Forum

NASHVILLE, Tenn. 
— Country sing-
er Blind Joe is gain-
ing some fans with his 
new single, “I Will Not 
Comply.”

A video of him per-
forming the anti-mask 
anthem was posted to 
YouTube in February, 
where it has received 
more than 63,000 
views. Recently he has 
been posting clips to 
other streaming plat-
forms and talking it 
up on his social media 
accounts.

Responses have been 
positive, with viewers 
in Australia and Europe 
applauding.

The singer and gui-
tarist, born Joe Bom-
mersbach, is a 2000 
graduate of Fargo 
North High School. He 
first garnered national 
attention in 2015 when 
he was a contestant on 
“The Voice.” He moved 
to Nashville in 2019.

In the song he sings:
“Quit tryin’ ta take 

me to task cuz I don’t 

wanna wear a mask
“Or take a vaccine 

that could maybe make 
me die

“They’ve got no sci-
entific evidence to back 
that crap up

“All they do is feed 
us lie after lie

“That’s why I will 
not comply.”

According to the 
Centers for Disease 
Control and Preven-
tion, “Wearing masks 
can help communi-
ties slow the spread of 
COVID-19 when worn 
consistently and cor-
rectly by a majority of 
people in public set-
tings and when masks 
are used along with 
other preventive mea-
sures, including social 
distancing, frequent 
handwashing and 
cleaning and disinfect-
ing.”

In March 2020, Blind 
Joe posted a video to 
YouTube for a song, 
“We Won’t Catch Coro-
na,” encouraging peo-
ple to stay home and 
“play on your phones” 
to avoid contracting 
the coronavirus.

When the movie 
delays started 
early in the 

COVID-19 pandemic, 
the film I was most 
bummed about having 
to wait and see was 
“Dune.” But I can 
finally say it was worth 
the wait.

Denis Villeneuve 
is one of the best 
filmmakers on the 
planet right now. When 
I heard he was behind 
the “Dune” reboot, I 
was over the moon. He’s 
made some of the best 
sci-fi movies ever, and 
there’s nothing more 
sci-fi than “Dune.”

The original is a 1984 
picture that didn’t live 
up to expectations. It 
was a frail comparison 
to a much more believed 
sci-fi franchise in Star 

Wars. Since then, it’s 
become a cult classic. 
Both the original and 
rebooted “Dune” films 
are adaptations of the 
novel series. A small 
pocket of “Dune” fans 
would go to war for the 
books and the old movie.

“Dune” is the story of 
Paul Atreides, a teenager 
born into a family 
destiny that’s greater 
than he understands. 
His coming-of-age 
story is heightened 
in a trip to the most 
volatile planet in the 

universe to protect his 
family lineage. Nations 
battle over spice, the 
most valued resource in 
existence—those who 
control the spice control 
the political landscape. 
After Paul sees his 
family ties in the spice 
game start to crumble, 
it’s up to him to be the 
savior he was meant to 
be.

I gave “Dune” a 
98/100. It’s the best new 
release I’ve seen since 
“Parasite.” This is part 
one of a two-part saga, 
and it hits on every 
single point for me.

This is the most 
visually stunning movie 
I’ve ever seen. If you 
choose to see this at 
home instead of in 
theaters, you are doing 
yourself a disservice. 

This film is the reason 
why theaters exist. Do 
not watch this on HBO 
Max before making a 
trip to the theater. It’s 
beyond worth it.

Hans Zimmer is the 
best in the game when 
it comes to directing 
a movie’s music. The 
score for this film was 
some of Zimmer’s 
best. There’s so much 
weight behind the 
music that adds to how 
tense “Dune” feels. It’s 
supposed to make you 
understand how life-or-
death the predicaments 
the characters find 
themselves in, and 
I believe Zimmer 
delivered.

The acting is top-
notch. You won’t see 
a cast this stacked for 
a long time. Timothee 

Chalamet, Zendaya, 
Rebeca Ferguson, Jason 
Mamoa, Oscar Isaac, 
Stellen Skarsgard, 
Dave Bautista, Javier 
Bardem and Josh Brolin 
all star in “Dune.” 
Every single one of 
these people is more 
than qualified to be a 
leading role in a film. 
To have most of these 
actors take supporting 
roles for this movie is 
so awesome. I’ve seen 
some complaints about 
the lack of depth in 
character development. 
While I don’t agree in 
this instance, it is a 
common problem with 
stacked casts. That’s up 
to the interpretation of 
the viewer.

“Dune” is not a 
movie for people who 
don’t like sci-fi. If 

you couldn’t get into 
something like Star 
Wars, you shouldn’t 
watch “Dune.” If you 
love projects like Lord of 
the Rings, this is right 
up your alley.

Even in my highest 
expectations, “Dune” 
found a way to exceed 
them. Villeneuve’s style 
of filmmaking combined 
with the lore of a deep 
sci-fi story is my kind 
of movie. Villeneuve also 
made “Blade Runner: 
2049” and “Arrival,” 
which are two of the 
best movies I’ve ever 
seen. I think “Dune” has
a chance to be the best 
of the three.

Contact Jared Rubado: jrubado@
dlnewspapers.com; Twitter: @

DLtribSports

JARED
RUBADO

‘Dune’ lives up to lofty expectations

Blind Joe pushes 
his anti-mask 
anthem, ‘I Will 
Not Comply’

Blind Joe.

By Elizabeth Vierkant
Perham Focus

Some high school graduates 
are so determined to move 
away from home as soon 

as they’re old enough that they 
don’t stop to think about what 
their hometown means to them. 
Perham native Cory Hepola was 
one of them.

Now 40 years old and a WCCO 
radio host and two-time Emmy 
Award winner, Hepola has made 
it in the big city, just like he 
always dreamt. He lives in the 
Twin Cities with his wife and 
kids, and has a good life. But 
recently, he started thinking 
more about his youth in Perham, 
about what he may have missed 
out on by moving away.

“I have a passion and love for 
Perham and Otter Tail County,” 
Hepola said. “I’ve been really 
reflective and nostalgic for my 
youth and all these things in 
Otter Tail County I never even 
bothered to do or try to learn 
about. (When I was young) I 
was so laser-focused on where I 
wanted to go and what I wanted 
to do.”

So, when Otter Tail County 
reached out to Hepola to ask him 
if he wanted to help promote 
the county through a film 
documentary, he said ‘Yes.’ And 
the 7-part video series, “Rural By 
Choice,” started to take form.

Throughout “Rural By Choice,” 
Hepola explores even the most 
rural corners of Otter Tail 
County, interviewing residents, 
trying his hand at fishing, 
learning about farming, and 
discovering all the reasons why 
people love to live here. He took 
the opportunity to learn more 
about his home county — the 
parts he never explored in his 
youth — and all the reasons why 
people choose to stay.

“I just realized there was so 
much beauty I hadn’t explored,” 
Hepola said.

Directed by Micah and Jenna 
Kvidt of Kvidt Creative, and 
co-produced by Hepola and 
Otter Tail County’s Rural 
Rebound Initiative Coordinator 
Erik Osberg, “Rural By Choice” 
premiered its first episode at 
the Comet Theater in Perham 
on Sept. 11 before being released 
online the following day. Since 
then, the ensuing episodes have 
been released weekly on the 
Otter Tail Lakes Country YouTube 
channel, and they’ve gained 
thousands of views from people 
across the country.

Recently, it was announced 
that the series was selected to 
be showcased at the Twin Cities 
Film Festival, among other 
distinguished entries: “I was 
totally humbled,” Hepola said.

Though he, along with Osberg 
and the Kvidts, politely thanked 
the callers who gave them the 
news about their series being 
featured at the festival, Hepola 
admitted that, as soon as the 
call was over, they were yelling 
and jumping and celebrating in 
excitement. 

“Rural By Choice” will be 
screened in-person at the 
Showplace ICON Theatre in 
Minneapolis as part of the 
festival, on Oct. 24 at 4 p.m., as 
well as online. After the showing, 
Hepola and the other filmmakers 
will host a Q&A. For tickets and 
more information about the 
festival, visit twincitiesfilmfest.
org.

What he saw and learned
Throughout his time filming 

the series, Hepola had the 
opportunity to speak with a wide 
variety of people throughout the 
county. He kept the interviews 
casual, letting himself simply see 
where the conversations went 
— and he found that they ended 
up going in quite interesting 
directions.

“I planned to go fishing (with 
Erik Osberg), but I didn’t know 
where the conversation would go 
or lead,” Hepola said. “Fishing 
was great, but the conversation 
was the truly memorable part.”

It stood out to him how 
different Osberg’s life is from his 
own. Due to his job and urban 

environment, Hepola is very 
connected to his phone. He was 
shocked to see that when Osberg 
goes fishing, which he does 
whenever the weather is nice, he 
completely disconnects. That’s 
something Hepola is hardly able 
to do himself, and he admires it.

Hepola also had the 
opportunity to delve into deeper, 
more difficult topics in his 
conversations for the series, 
such as the cultural and political 
divides between rural and urban 
Minnesota. He began to realize 
how these divides often stem 
from stereotypes. As he explains 
in his docuseries, for example, 
he had preconceived notions 
about farmers. Despite his 
mother growing up on a farm, 
he thought farmers lived simple 
lives and did a lot of dirty work. 
But after spending a day working 
on Otter Berry Farm for the 
docuseries, he realized that his 
idea of farming was all wrong; 
he didn’t know anything about 
farming or the hard work that 
goes into it.

“This is the danger of 
stereotypes,” he said. “When 
people are willing to listen and 
try to empathize, a great dialogue 
comes up.”

“There’s this belief about the 
rural and urban divide, that we’re 
so different and that we can’t get 
along, but that’s inaccurate,” he 
continued. “Let’s celebrate our 
differences. If people go in with 
an open ear and mind, we learn 
so much from each other… There 
are great people from all over.”

Hepola said people have been 
reaching out to him about “Rural 
By Choice” and telling him 
how inspirational they find it. 
He’s even received emails from 
viewers in Washington and Texas 
who were able to relate to it.

Everyone has a home and 
a place where they grew up, 
and Hepola believes “Rural By 
Choice” encourages everyone 
to look back at their youth and 
reconsider the people and places 
around them. What did you miss? 
Who or what did you take for 
granted? You’ll find that you 
grew up in a really special place, 
he said.

Filming the series has only 
enhanced Hepola’s love for his 
hometown and county.

“(Otter Tail County) is a special 
community,” he said. “That’s 
been kind of humbling — the 
amount of people from home 
who are proud that one of us 
was able to tell this narrative… I 
want everybody from Perham and
Otter Tail County to know just 
what a special place it is.”
Elizabeth Vierkant is a reporter for the Perham 

Focus. She can be reached at evierkant@
perhamfocus.com

REVISITING HIS ROOTS

 

Cory Hepola stands with his 
family at the premiere of “Rural By 
Choice,” at the Comet Theater in 
Perham on Sept. 11.
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FULL-TIME CARPENTERS & LABORERS
Detroit Lakes project. Wages DOE.
Comprehensive benefits package.

Email: conniej@meineckejohnsoncompany.com
for an application

Loan Officer - Parkers Prairie, MN
Midwest Bank is a locally owned, community-focused bank  

committed to building lasting relationships with both our
customers and employees by consistently exceeding their ex- 

pectations. We seek employees who will grow with us!
Midwest Bank in Parkers Prairie is seeking a Loan Officer.

Responsibilities in this position include developing and  
maintaining superior relationships with lending customers,  
maintaining and servicing an existing loan portfolio; devel- 
oping and underwriting new loan requests; and representing  
the bank through community involvement.
 
The ideal candidate for this position will have three to five  
years lending experience in a bank environment with Com- 
mercial/Ag Lending preferred, strong organizational, analyti- 
cal, and interpersonal skills.

Midwest Bank offers a friendly, team-oriented work environ- 
ment with a competitive compensation and benefit pack- 
age. Benefits associated with this full time position include  
health insurance, dental insurance, short and long term  
disability insurance, life insurance, PTO, 401K Plan with Em- 
ployer Match, 401K Profit Sharing, Cash Bonus Program,  
and more!

For consideration, please send your resume to
hr@midwestbank.net OR apply ONLINE at

https://www.midwestbank.net/about-us/careers.html
under this job posting.

All qualified applicants will receive consideration for
employment without regard to race, color, religion,

sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, 
veteran, or disability status. 

EOE/Minorities/Females/Vet/Disability
www.midwestbank.net

Direct Support Professional (DSP) ~ SIGN ON BONUS!-
Now hiring for full or part time

Would you love making a difference in someone’s life? 
Consider becoming a Direct Support Professional (DSP) for THRIVE and  
gain experience hours in the Mental Health Field. Our residential settings in  
Detroit Lakes, MN have individuals that require 24/7 supervision with a  
broad array of disabilities, whether that be behavioral, physical, or mental  
health. They need a buddy!

We currently have Full Time and Part Time openings on our Day (8am to  
4pm), Afternoon (4pm to 12am) and Overnight (12am to 8am) shifts. All  
openings would require a rotating weekend schedule. Wage dependent on  
experience.

Direct Support Professionals are included under the “long-term care”  
provisions that school-based childcare services will continue to be available  
for.

QUALIFICATIONS & SKILLS:
• 18 years of age or older
• Must possess a High School Diploma or Equivalent
• Sensitivity to the needs of persons with disabilities
• All candidates must successfully complete a DHS background  

screening.

Benefits: 401(k) matching Dental insurance, Flexible spending account,  
Health insurance, Health savings account, Life insurance, Paid time off,  
Referral program & Vision insurance.

If interested please contact
hr@thrivebn.com Or visit our website at www.thrivebn.com

(320)255-9530 Ext, 6

We are an Equal Opportunity Employer

MICKELSON FARMS, INC.
Mickelson Farms, located midway between Frazee and Menahga  

seeking full & part time turkey egg production employees. 
__________________________________________________

Mickelson Farms, ubicado entre Frazee y Menahga contratando
 empleados de producción de huevos de pavo.

Tiempo parcial y tiempo completo.

Call 218-346-3876

Looking For A NEW Career
That Provides A Fun And

Fast-Paced Work Environment?

We are Hiring For Multiple Positions

  New Starting Wage 
Increased Up to $18.50!

Also up to $1.20 hiring credits for some positions!

Text JOBS to 240240 OR
Apply online at

www.careers.walmart.com

Walmart is an EEO/AA Employer 

PUBLIC NOTICE

Great getaways at  
www.mndestinations.com

HELP WANTED - 
AUTOMOTIVE

HIRING IMMEDIATELY!

Light Duty Auto Lube Tech
• Family owned since  

1976.
• Excellent benefits
     including 401k, Profit
     Sharing & 100% Paid
     Health Insurance
• COMPETITIVE Pay to
     include OT & Spiffs

To apply please email your resume
to barb@thielenmotors.com

OR stop in and
complete an application.

Hwy 34 East
Park Rapids, MN 56470

HELP WANTED - 
CONSTRUCTION

Never too late 
to go after your 
dream JOB!

Find it here.

HELP WANTED -
FINANCIAL SERVICES/
BANKING

HELP WANTED - 
HEALTHCARE

HELP WANTED - 
AUTOMOTIVE

IMMEDIATE Opening for
Experienced Full-Time
Automotive Technician/

Mechanic

• Family owned since
     1976.
• Excellent benefits
     including Vacation Pay,
     401k, Profit      Sharing
     & 100% Paid Health
     Insurance
• Employee Discount on
     vehicles, service & parts

To apply please email your resume
to barb@thielenmotors.com

OR stop in and
complete an application.

Hwy 34 East
Park Rapids, MN 56470

HELP WANTED - GENERAL

Age 55+ Workers needed 
for part time light

custodial work at the Frazee  
rest area & the MnDOT

Building in Detroit Lakes.
Contact Green View at  

651-639-1913

HELP WANTED - 
CONSTRUCTION

HELP WANTED -
FINANCIAL SERVICES/
BANKING

HELP WANTED - 
HEALTHCARE

HELP WANTED - GENERAL

CDL-A DRIVER!
$22 Hour

Make deliveries around 
Detroit Lakes Area.

Day hours, Monday – Friday,  
Great Benefits! Growth  

Opportunities.

Call Zack 218-779-2361

www.apartmentsHQ.com

com

.com

HELP WANTED - 
HEALTHCARE

HELP WANTED - GENERAL

WAREHOUSE/BACK-UP  
ROUTE DRIVER 

EVCO Petroleum Products
  Full time hourly position in our  

warehouse unloading and loading  
trucks, packaging oil products  

while maintaining a clean  
warehouse.  Secondary duties of  
this position will include backup  
route driver, CDL preferred with a  

good driving record  and the ability  
to lift 50lbs. EVCO Offers  

competitive wages, weekends off,  
paid PTO, paid holidays, health  

insurance, 401k and more. Send  
resume to  Evco Petroleum, 

PO Box 1726 Detroit Lakes MN  
56502    chris@evcop.com

www.apartmentsHQ.com

.com

HELP WANTED - 
HEALTHCARE

HELP WANTED - GENERAL

LINE COOK
needed at the 3M Wonewok
Resort in Park Rapids, MN

At 3M, you can apply your
talents in bold ways that matter.

Here you Go.
 
Please apply via our career page:

https://3m.wd1.myworkday  
jobs.com/Search/job/US-
Minnesota-Park-Rapids/

Line-Cook--Park-Rapids--MN-_  
R01052538-1

3M is an equal opportunity  
employer. 3M  will not

discriminate against any
 applicant for employment  
on the basis of race, color,  

religion, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity,

national origin, age,
disability, or veteran status.

NOW HIRING 
IN DETROIT LAKES!

$2000 SIGN ON BONUS!
$20 - $30 Hour

Full-Time
Long-Term

Flexible Schedules

• Warehouse 
• CDL Drivers
• Production
• Assembly
• Welding

Great Opportunities with 
Health Benefits

Call Zack 218-779-2361

HELP WANTED - 
HEALTHCARE

HELP WANTED - GENERAL

PT Transit Bus Driver 
2 positions. 12-28 hrs/wk. 

depending on need.

Qualifications:
• High school diploma or GED;
• Valid MN Commercial Driver’s  

License Class C with  
passenger endorsement OR  
ability to obtain within 21 days  
of employment. (Transit bus  
provided to take CDL Driving  
Exam)

• Negative pre-employment  
drug test (continue to be  
subject to drug testing per  
Federal CDL laws) and  
successful criminal  
background check;

• Exp. preferred, but will train

Duties: 
Complete vehicle inspections; pick  
up and transport passengers to  
and from their destination in a safe  
and responsible manner; assist  
passengers on and off bus as  
needed; assist disabled  
passengers in and out of vehicle;  
secure wheelchairs; able to  
operate wheelchair lift, two-way  
radio, fire extinguisher,; maintain  
radio contact with dispatcher.

$16.63-19.77  per hour, DOE.   
Eligible for vacation, sick leave,  
holiday pay and state pension. 

For more information, call Becker  
County Human Resources at  

(218)-846-7309.
 

Becker County is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer

Retail Florist
 30+ hours/week. Includes 
delivery, computer, retail and  

phone sales.  Designing - willing
to train. Clean driving record.

Detroit Lakes Floral
Washington Square Mall

HELP WANTED - 
HEALTHCARE

1465 Menard Dr, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501

If you have a passion for providing  

GREAT GUEST SERVICE,  
your Detroit Lakes Menards is looking for you!!!

Positions Available in  
Sales, Stocking, Cashier,  

and Yard/Receiving
Menards Offers:  

Full and Part Time Positions, Advancement Opportunities, 
Very Competitive Wage & Benefits, 

Flexible Scheduling, $Profit Sharing Bonus$

Make BIG Money
with MENARDS!

  Scan the code to apply,  
come in person to your  

Detroit Lakes MENARDS,  
or online at  

MENARDS.COM/CAREERS

Hiring in Detroit Lakes

FALL INTO YOUR NEW CAREER!
HUMAN SERVICE TECHNICIAN 

(Caregivers) PCA | CNA | DSP
$14.00/hour

• Experience working with 
developmentally disabled or health care 
experience preferred but not required.

• We currently have 
Part-time and Full-time positions

open with a variety of shifts

Its EASY to Apply:
Apply online at 

divinehouse.org or
email a resume 
to darcy.jahnke@
divinehouse.org

or call 
(218) 847-9678

WE’RE 
ALL EARS

Questions? Comments? Story Ideas?
Let us know how we’re doing.

Your opinion is something we always want to hear.  
     Call us today 218.847.3151     
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Administrative Services Assistant
Rural Minnesota CEP, Inc. & Detroit Lakes CareerForce 

This position provides high-level administrative support to the upper management  
staff and other administrative office staff within RMCEP. Also serves as back-up  
to other administrative staff by assisting in taking minutes and payroll functions.
Required Qualifications: Associates degree in a business-related field (two-year  

college or technical school) or a combination of three (3) years
education and related office experience. Ability to communicate effectively both  

verbally and in writing. Must manage time effectively and be detail oriented with a  
high accuracy rate. Computer skills to include word processing, email and

internet. Must pass a criminal background check. Wages: $17.07- $19.64/hr

Submit an application,  (found on www.rmcep.com) resume, and cover letter  
by 4:30 pm on November 7, 2021 via mail or email to 

Melissa Kain, melissak@rmcep.com, Human Resources Manager
Rural Minnesota CEP, Inc., 803 Roosevelt Avenue, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501

For additional information see www.minnesotaworks.net EEO/ Program Provider

HELP WANTED - GENERAL

The Erie Township Board
 is looking for someone to 

sand township roads 
in Erie Township as needed during  

the upcoming winter season. 
Pay tbd based on experience.  

For more information or to apply,  
please contact the clerk at  

keifealdt@gmail.com 
or 30298 170th St. Detroit Lakes.

HELP WANTED - 
MEDIA & ENTERTAINMENT

We’re dishing out 
the best news, 
sports, business, 
entertainment and 
more each and 
every week.

CALL 847.3151
TO SUBSCRIBE

Get the
scoop.

HELP WANTED - GENERAL

WAIT STAFF, 
CUSTOMER SERVICE

needed at the 3M Wonewok
Resort in Park Rapids, MN

At 3M, you can apply your
talents in bold ways that matter.

Here you Go.
 
Please apply via our career page:
https://3m.wd1.myworkdayjobs.  
com/Search/job/US-Minnesota-

Park-Rapids/Waitstaff--
Customer- Service_R01046267
3M is an equal opportunity  

employer. 3M  will not
discriminate against any

 applicant for employment  
on the basis of race, color,  

religion, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity,

national origin, age,
disability, or veteran status.

HELP WANTED - 
MEDIA & ENTERTAINMENT

Never too late 
to go after your 
dream JOB!

Find it here.

HELP WANTED - 
OFFICE & ADMINISTRATION

Salem Lutheran Church in  
Hitterdal, MN Seeking
Part-Time Secretary
Computer skills are

required. Contact Warren  
Dunham at 218-962-3318  

for more info.

HELP WANTED - 
SKILLED & TRADES

Journeyman or 
Apprentice Electrician

Benefits offered to include
Vacation, Paid Holidays,
401K, Health Insurance,

Bonuses and more.
Wages negotiable.

218-847-9900/
888-856-5676 

amy@aceelectricdl.com

UNFURNISHED
APARTMENTS

2 BEDROOM APARTMENT  
WITH W/D IN UNIT, UNDER- 
GROUND PARKING, ELEVA- 
TOR, $930/MO. 218-850-4220

2 Bedroom Apt $820 per  
month, most utilities included,  
w/d on site please call  
952-210-9887

3 Bedroom 2 1/2 bath house.  
Double lot, double garage.  
Call Kim 218-850-3504

GARAGE SALES

HUNTING WIDOWS WEEK- 
END SALE
21606 Coaley Bay Drive, De- 
troit Lakes, Saturday Nov 6  
10am-6pm  and Sunday Nov  
7 11am-4pm,  Saturday Nov  
13 10am-6pm and Sunday,  
Nov 14 11am-4pm, Womens  
and baby sweaters, shalls,  
scarves, purses, jewelry, hats,  
Christmas and home decor,  
repurposed wood benches,  
wood products and more.  
Check out what’s new for gift  
giving. Look for the signs with  
the big red leaf.

HELP WANTED -
SOCIAL SERVICES/
MENTAL HEALTH

HELP WANTED -
MANUFACTURING
& PRODUCTION

FURNITURE

FURNITURE REPAIR, RESTO- 
RATION, REFINISHING, CON- 
STRUCTION. PICKUP AND  
DELIVERY AVAILABLE. EAST  
SIDE WOOD SHOP, 518 2ND  
ST. HAWLEY. 218-483-4153  
OR 218-329-6293

VEHICLES WANTED

WANTED: Older reliable vehi- 
cle. No vans or SUV’s. Call  
218-849-8199

STATEWIDEPUBLIC NOTICE

McGough Construction on behalf of  
Becker County will be taking propo- 
sals for the Becker County Highway  
Department Facility Bid Package  
Two. The bid due date will be Tues- 
day, November 16th, 2021 at 1:00  
PM.  Electronic bid documents will  
be available Tuesday, October 26th,  
2021. For project information, pre- 
qualification, or to receive access to  
bid documents contact: 
Joe Kasper @ 701-331-0744 or 
joe.kasper@mcgough.com 
preferred.
(Oct. 24, 27; Nov. 3 & 10, 2021)

2908678

NOTICE OF HEARING
(Second Hearing)

Notice is hereby given that a hear- 
ing will be held before the Joint Air- 
port Zoning Board (Detroit Lakes -  
Becker County Airport Commission)  
for the purpose of considering the  
adoption of an Airport Zoning Ordi- 
nance in the area of the Detroit  
Lakes - Becker County Airport.
The public hearing will be held on  
the 16th day of November, 2021,  
commencing at 5:30 at the 
Detroit Lakes City Council Cham- 
bers at 1025 Roosevelt Ave.  A  
copy of the proposed Ordinance  
and the accompanying map are  
available for public inspection at the  
Detroit Lakes City Hall during regu- 
lar business hours.
The property affected by the pro- 
posed Airport Zoning Ordinance is  
some, but not all, of the land lying  
within 1 ½ mile (7,920 feet) from the  
airport boundary and 2 miles  
(10,560 feet) from the extended ap- 
proach zone of the airport. The 

HELP WANTED -
SOCIAL SERVICES/
MENTAL HEALTH

HELP WANTED -
MANUFACTURING
& PRODUCTION

STATEWIDEPUBLIC NOTICE

types of restrictions proposed for  
each area are set forth in detail in  
the proposed Ordinance and map.   
The proposed Ordinance and map  
are an update to the existing Airport  
Zoning Ordinance adopted in 1972.  
The precise restrictions that would  
be imposed vary depending on the  
location of the property.
The restrictions generally regulate  
height of structures, the location or  
size, and use of buildings, and the  
density of population. The most re- 
strictive provisions would apply to  
the areas located in a trapezoidal  
area off the end of each runway,  
which area extends out from the  
end of the runway a distance equal  
to the length of the runway plus two  
hundred feet.
Persons who believe that they may  
be affected by the proposed Ordi- 
nance are encouraged to review it  
and ascertain the specific impact  
that it would have on their property.   
Questions or comments can be di- 
rected to Kelcey Klemm, Detroit  
Lakes City Administrator at  
(218) 847-5658 or kklemm@cityof- 
detroitlakes.com.
Date:  10/21/2021
By: Mark Hagen, Chair of the Detroit  
Lakes-Becker County Airport Com- 
mission
(Oct. 31; Nov. 3 & 7, 2021)  2908795

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF BECKER 
IN DISTRICT COURT

7th JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Cormorant Store, Inc.,
Plaintiff, 
vs.
Estate of Alvin Benson, Merle Ad- 
ams as personal representative of  
the estate of Alvin Benson, Samuel  
Elsworth, Jr., Samuel Ellsworth, Jr,  
Raymond A. Haugen, Flora E. Hau- 
gen, Clinton Henry, Sandre Oleson,  
Steven F. Larson, Jane Larson,  
Hugh Pattison, Mary Pattison, Mur- 
dock Pattison, Murdock Patterson,  
Jacob Pattison, Belle Pattison, Belle  
Freng, Nellie Pattison, Nellie  
McKay, William Pattison, Stella Pat- 
tison, Stella Andrews, Sophia Reff,  
Ernest H. Reff, Alan R. Reff, E.  
Robert Reff, Mildred Reff, Jennie  
Smith, Howard G. Rising, S.A. Hal- 
gren, William W. McLeod, W.W.  
McLeod, William Byron McLeod,  
Mary Josephine McLeod, Mary Eliza  
Matthewson, Rachel Ingalls, Samu- 
el Milton McLeod, Letitia Ingalls,  
Maud Reed, and Annicle McLeod,  
also, the unknown heirs of the  
aforementioned-Defendants and all  
other persons unknown claiming  
any right, title, estate, interest or lien  
in the real estate described in the  
complaint herein, 
Defendants.

Case No:  03-CV-21-1947
SUMMONS

THE STATE OF MINNESOTA TO  
THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFEN- 

DANT(S):
1. YOU ARE BEING SUED. The  
Plaintiff has started a lawsuit  
against you. The Plaintiff’s Com- 
plaint against you is attached to this  
summons. Do not throw these pa- 
pers away. They are official papers  
that affect your rights. You must re- 
spond to this lawsuit even though it 

HELP WANTED -
MANUFACTURING
& PRODUCTION

STATEWIDEPUBLIC NOTICE

may not yet be filed with the Court  
and there may be no court file num- 
ber on this summons.
2. YOU MUST REPLY WITHIN 20  
DAYS TO PROTECT YOUR  
RIGHTS.  You must give or mail to  
the person who signed this sum- 
mons a written response called an  
Answer within 20 days of the date  
on which you received this Sum- 
mons. You must send a copy of  
your Answer to the person who  
signed this summons located at:
James A. Teigland
Attorney at Law
Fremstad Law Firm
PO Box 3143
Fargo ND 58108
3. YOU MUST RESPOND TO  
EACH CLAIM. The Answer is your  
written response to the Plaintiff’s  
Complaint. In your Answer you must  
state whether you agree or disagree  
with each paragraph of the Com- 
plaint. If you believe the Plaintiff  
should not be given everything  
asked for in the Complaint, you  
must say so in your Answer.
4. YOU WILL LOSE YOUR CASE  
IF YOU DO NOT SEND A WRIT- 
TEN RESPONSE TO THE COM- 
PLAINT TO THE PERSON WHO  
SIGNED THIS SUMMONS. If you  
do not Answer within 20 days, you  
will lose this case. You will not get  
to tell your side of the story, and the  
Court may decide against you and  
award the Plaintiff everything asked  
for in the complaint. If you do not  
want to contest the claims stated in  
the complaint, you do not need to 
respond. A default judgment can  
then be entered against you for the  
relief requested in the complaint.
5. LEGAL ASSISTANCE. You may  
wish to get legal help from a lawyer.  
If you do not have a lawyer, the  
Court Administrator may have infor- 
mation about places where you can  
get legal assistance. Even if you  
cannot get legal help, you must still  
provide a written Answer to protect  
your rights or you may lose the  
case.
6. ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE  
RESOLUTION. The parties may  
agree to or be ordered to participate  
in an alternative dispute resolution  
process under Rule 114 of the Min- 
nesota General Rules of Practice.  
You must still send your written re- 
sponse to the Complaint even if you  
expect to use alternative means of  
resolving this dispute.
7. THIS LAWSUIT MAY AFFECT  
OR BRING INTO QUESTION TITLE  
TO REAL PROPERTY located in  
Clay County, State of Minnesota, le- 
gally described as follows:
That part of Block 5, W.W. MCLE- 
OD’S PLAT OF THE TOWNSITE  
CORMORANT, according to the re- 
corded plat thereof, Becker County,  
Minnesota, lying southwesterly,  
westerly and southwesterly of the  
following described line:
Commencing at the northwest cor- 
ner of the Northwest Quarter, Sec- 
tion 36,Township 138 North, Range  
43 West; thence South 88 degrees  
30 minutes 56 seconds East, as- 
sumed bearing, along the north line  
of said Northwest Quarter, a dis- 
tance of 2682.20 feet to the north- 
east corner of said Northwest Quar- 
ter; thence North 88 degrees 30  
minutes 56 seconds West, along  
said north line of said Northwest  
Quarter, a distance of 1270.50 feet;  
thence southwesterly 574.76 feet  
along a curve concave to the south- 
east, not tangent with the last de- 
scried line, said curve has a radius  
of 500.00 feet, a central angle of 65  
degrees 51 minutes 44 seconds, the  
chord of said curve bears South 52  
degrees 39 minutes 54 seconds  
West, distance of 543.63 feet;  
thence South 19 degrees 44 min- 
utes 03 seconds West, tangent to  
said curve, a distance of 130.87 feet  
to the most southerly corner of the a  
parcel of land described in Docu- 
ment Number 635993, on file and of  
record in the Office of the County  
Recorder, Becker County, Minneso- 
ta and to the point of beginning of  
the line to be described; thence  
North 71 degrees 45 minutes 28  
seconds West, along a southwester- 
ly line of said Document Number  
635993, a distance of 186.70 feet;  
thence North 19 degrees 14 min- 
utes 32 seconds East, along a  
northwesterly line of said Document  
Number 635993, a distance of  
123.47 feet to a corner of said  
Document Number 635993; thence  
North 66 degrees 38 minutes 32  
seconds West, along a southwester- 
ly line of said Document Number  
635993, a distance of 254 feet,  
more or less, to the centerline of  
creek and said line there terminat- 
ing.
The object of this action is quiet title  
to the property in the Plaintiff alone.
Dated: October 7, 2021.

/s/James A. Teigland
James A. Teigland (MN ID  

0395695)
FREMSTAD LAW FIRM
P.O. Box 3143
Fargo, North Dakota 58108-3143
Phone: (701) 478-7620
james@fremstadlaw.com
ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF
(Oct. 20 & 27; Nov. 3, 2021)  
2908096

The Perham Resource Recovery Facility, a waste-to-energy facility located 
in Perham, MN  currently has an opening for a full time WTE Assistant Boiler 

Operator. Essential duties include monitoring refuse boiler equipment by operating 
refuse crane,  taking hourly readings, performing preventative maintenance, 

testing boiler water and  reporting problems.  
Salary range for the position is $17.28/hr with advancement up to $26.31/hr  

health,  dental, vision, and more in addition to holiday, vacation, and sick pay. 
This position is full time with a rotating work schedule including nights, weekends, 

and  holidays. A pre-employment physical, drug and alcohol screening, and a criminal  
 

For a full job description and application visit   
ottertailcountymn.us/prairielakes/  

Applications should be submitted to the Perham Resource Recovery Facility 
located at  201 6th Ave. NE, Perham, Minnesota 56573.  

Applications must be received by Friday, November 12th at 4:00 p.m.

Applications due
Friday, November 12th 

Assistant Boiler Operator

Digital Media Prospects Reporter

Join Forum Communications Company and produce content 
for The Rink Live website with a focus on hockey prospects 
at all levels of the game.

This position also plays an active role in optimizing content 
and digital presentation for the website, as well as analyzing 
data around site traffic, SEO, user trends and social 
engagement. This job can be worked remotely in ND or MN.

RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE:
• Produce multimedia and digital storytelling covering   
 hockey prospects at all levels.

• Manage and curate digital content, including video, for   
 publication on YouTube and archived on The Rink Live.

• Create, share and promote content that is optimized for   
online search results and social media performance.

• Record, edit and publish video, audio and photo content   
on The Rink Live’s various platforms.

EDUCATION AND EXPERIENCE:
• Bachelor’s degree in mass communication, marketing or   
a related field.

• Two or more years of media or digital experience is ideal.
• Basic experience with content management systems and   
social media strategy.

For more details and to apply go to:

 forumcomm.com/careers
EOE

Digital Media 
Youth Hockey Reporter

Forum Communications Company is looking for a Digital 
Media Youth Hockey Reporter to produce content for 
The Rink Live website with a focus on all levels of youth 
hockey. The primary objective is to grow our digital 
audiences and increase online reader engagement with 
video, social media and digitally enhanced storytelling.

RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE: 
• Produce multimedia content covering youth hockey, 

primarily in Minnesota and the Dakotas, through the use 
of live and produced video on social channels and the 
website

• Create engaging, audience-friendly digital content 
through video, text and photos for the website.

• Record, edit and publish video, audio and photo content 
on The Rink Live’s various platforms.

• Travel, including nights and weekends, required.

EDUCATION AND EXPERIENCE: 
• Bachelor’s degree in mass communication, marketing or 

a related field.
• Two or more years of media or digital experience is 

ideal.
• Basic experience with content management systems and 

social media strategy.
For more details and to apply go to:

www.forumcomm.com/careers
EOE

Bill Warner, Owner
serviceone@warnergaragedoor.com

218-844-DOOR

          218-732-5602 
          218-255-1612

www.GrahamOutdoors.net

Fully 
Insured

GUTTER CLEANOUT
CHIMNEY SWEEP

CABIN SECURITY CHECK

GARAGE DOOR
INSTALLATION HANDYMAN

DIRECTORYSERVICE YOUR GUIDE TO GREAT SERVICES!

218 847-3151 or for details.

www.livewireelectricalfm.com

NEW CONSTRUCTION 
REMODELING • SERVICE WORK

MINNESOTA LAKES AREA

701-526-1513

EXCAVATION
TODD BOIT, OWNER & ALEX BOIT

24414 Co. Rd. 144 • Detroit Lakes
218-847-7509 | 218-850-2714
218-849-7245 SHORE REPAIR

Cat • Back Hoe • Trucks • Black Dirt • Fill 
Gravel • Rock • Rip Rap • Complete Sewer 

System  • Snowplowing  • Building Demolition 
Excavating • State Licensed & Bonded

BOIT

•  WALLPAPER REMOVAL
•  DRYWALL REPAIR
•  TEXTURING

For pristine custom painting call “The Girls”
218-443-2740

218-820-1809
Licensed    Bonded    Insured

Residential   
Remodel   
Service

NORTHLAND PAINTING 
& DRYWALL, LLC
Detroit Lakes, MN

218-849-0649•218-847-1372
• SPRAY FOAM INSULATION 

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL 
• INSURED

Drywall Hanging•Texturing•Taping
Epoxy Floor Finishing • Painting-Inside or Out 

Deck Refinishing•Fiberglass Insulating

Visit us     

    today!

dl-online
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NOTICE OF SALE AT SECURITY STORAGE
1165 Jackson Ave. Detroit Lakes, MN 56560

SALE TO BE HELD
Saturday, Nov. 20th, 2021, at 9am

Various personal belongings of the following with proceeds to apply on their  
account.
From Unit 24 From Unit 96
Tammy Boudreau Manuel Rivera
38056 Lynx Lane 905 1/2 Washington Ave. 
Ogema, MN 56569 Detroit Lakes, MN 56501
From Unit 158
Jericha Schermerhorn
320 Sherman St
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501

ALL SALES CASH ONLY
(Nov. 3 & 17, 2021)                                                                           2909371

STATEWIDEPUBLIC NOTICE

WARNING AERATION  
SYSTEMS 

Aeration systems creating open wa- 
ter and thin ice will begin operating  
on or after November 12, 2021 at  
the following locations on: Lake Me- 
lissa in Becker County, Township  
138, Range 41, Section 20- 24253  
N Melissa Dr just east of the pelican  
river. Section 19 & 20 - 24033 thru  
24079 Shotwell Point from the Pub- 
lic Access East to the Pelican River.  
The river will create open water and  
thin ice out into the lake well beyond  
the marked aeration system. Sec- 
tion 19 23863 and 23851 Co Hwy  
22 - 23729 and 23751 Co Hwy 22 -  
11889 thru 11921 Fern Beach Dr.  
Section 19 & 30 - 12019 thru 12093  
Fern Beach Dr. Section 30 - 11657  
thru 11645 Fern Beach Blvd. -  
11609 Fern Beach Blvd thru 11619  
Fern Beach Dr. Section 28 11476  
Ravenswood Beach Rd. Pelican  
Lake in Ottertail County Township  
137, Range 42, Section 3 - 25010  
and 25014 Newport Beach Rd. Sec- 
tion 4 -51939 & 51933 Pike Dr,  
24528 Co Hwy 20,  24466 thru  
24444 Killarney Rd - Fair Hills Re- 
sort 242700 Co Hwy 20 - next one 

STATEWIDEPUBLIC NOTICE

known as Pelican Point 51190 and  
51161 Pelican Point Lane - 51197  
Pelican Pt Lane & 51348 thru 51404  
Pelican Pt Dr - 51306 thru 51326  
Pelican Pt Dr - 51268 And 51274  
Pelican Point Dr. Range 42 Section  
5 - 22844 thru 22804 Senns Beach  
Rd, Section 6 - 21796 thru 21822  
Co Hwy 20. Range 43, Section 1 -  
21058 thru 21180 Co Hwy 20 -  
51595 Co Hwy 9, Pelican Lake  
Yacht Club. Springs Creek is adja- 
cent to this system and will create  
open water and thin ice out into the  
lake well beyond the marked aera- 
tion system. Section 2 - 51420 thru  
51434 Co Hwy 9 - 51386 thru 51414  
Co Hwy 9 - 51242 thru 51274 Co  
Hwy 9 - 51152 & 51168 Co Hwy 9.  
Big Cormorant Lake in Ottertail  
County Township 138, Range 43,  
Section 22, 14924 thru 14956 Holi- 
day Beach Rd Lake Park.  Weather  
conditions may cause the areas of  
thin ice and open water to fluctuate  
greatly. Stay clear of the marked  
areas. If there are questions con- 
cerning these aeration systems,  
please call Murph’s Home Mainte- 
nance at 218-841-6678.
(Oct. 27; Nov. 3, 2021)  2908990

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL 
RECYCLING • ROLL-OFF

(218) 346-4834
140 6th Avenue NE
Perham, MN 56573

support@stevessanitation.com
 www.stevessanitation.com

Your Minnesota Lakes Area solid 
waste collection, transfer, disposal, 

and recycling experts.

PROUD TO SERVE DETROIT LAKES AND THE SURROUNDING AREA

218-844-6820 • 25807 Cty Hwy 22 • Detroit Lakes
Every Tuesday is Julie’s home cooked Blue Plate lunch special

Wednesdays  Fridays Moonlight 

317 FRAZEE ST. E., DETROIT LAKES
Open Daily 11 am to 10 pm 218-847-2222

BEVERAGE INCLUDED 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Lunch $7.99
Dinner $9.99
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BUFFET 10% OFF 
FOR BUFFET 

TO GO

Special Kids Pricing
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

All you can  
eat buffet!

Buffet Dine in and to go! 
Curbside Delivery available and party trays!

CHINA BUFFETCHINA BUFFET

Hiring in Detroit Lakes

FALL INTO YOUR NEW CAREER!
HUMAN SERVICE TECHNICIAN 

(Caregivers) PCA | CNA | DSP
$13.50/hour

• Experience preferred 
but not required.

• Part-time and Full-time 
positions with a variety of shifts

Its EASY to Apply:
Apply online at 

divinehouse.org or
email a resume to 
Briandivinehouse.org

or call 
(320) 231-2738

525 Roosevelt Ave. • Detroit Lakes, MN  
1-800-492-4833 • www.dynamichomes.com

B U I L D  D Y N A M I C .  B U I L T  F O R  L I F E .

N O W  H I R I N G :
WA R R A N T Y  S P E C I A L I S T

- C A R P E N T R Y  S K I L L S
- E XC E L L E N T  C U S TO M E R  S E R V I C E

- O R G A N I Z AT I O N A L  S K I L L S

BENEFITS:
• $20-24 DOE

• HEALTHCARE BENEFITS ON DAY ONE
• PTO • PAID HOLIDAYS

CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1. Nuclear undersea 

weapon
 5. President of Syria 

al-__
10. Partner to flows
14. ‘Snow’ in Welsh
15. Famed Mexican 

painter
16. Song
17. ticks outward from 

the crown
18. Doddering
19. Resist authority 

(slang)
20. Antsy
22. Wrath
23. Spills the beans
24. Past
27. The woman
30. One has 24 hours
31. Talk
32. It can sting
35. Astronomy unit
37. Halfway
38. Chinese dynasty
39. Australian river
40. Software to transfer 

audio (abbr.)
41. Fabric
42. Crucifix
43. Defunct European 

economic group
44. ‘Hotel California’ 

rockers
45. Michael Knight’s car
46. Actress Ryan
47. A digital tape 

recording of sound
48. Insecticide
49. Scientific instrument
52. Golden-__ corn
55. Israeli city __ Aviv
56. Sword
60. Ottoman military title
61. Aromatic plants
63. Cold wind
64. Large, semiaquatic 

reptile (slang)
65. Political unit

66. Indiscreetly reveal 
secrets

67. Comfort food dish
68. Actress Zellweger
69. Romanian city

DOWN
1. One point east of 

southeast
 2. Italian monetary unit
 3. Warship prison
 4. Tropical American tree
 5. Alias
 6. Normal or sound 

powers of mind
 7. English county
 8. Not compatible with
 9. Female deer
10. Not late
11. La __ Tar Pits, 

Hollywood
12. ‘Jupiter’s Legacy’ 

actress Leslie
13. Impudence
21. Advises
23. Founder of Babism
25. A baglike structure in 

a plant or animal
26. Male parent
27. A type of plug

28. Capital of Vietnam
29. Fungal disease
32. Shelter
33. Finished
34. Excrete
36. Unhappy
37. Partner to cheese
38. Coffee receptacle
40. Spend time dully
41. Makes full
43. Snakelike fish
44. Take in solid food
46. __ student, learns 

healing
47. A way to take away
49. Impart a lesson to
50. ‘Transformers’ 

actress Fox
51. Spiritual leader
52. Every one of two or 

more things
53. Indian city
54. 17th stars
57. Weapon
58. Amounts of time
59. Isodor __, American 

Nobel physicist
61. Soviet Socialist 

Republic
62. Witness

PUZZLE SOLUTION

HERE’S HOW  
IT WORKS:
Sudoku 
puzzles are 
formatted as 
a 9x9 grid, 
broken down 
into nine 3x3 
boxes. To solve 
a sudoku, 
the numbers 
1 through 9 

appear only 

the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets 
to solve the puzzle!

Fun by the Numbers. Like puzzles? Then you’ll love 
sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked 

and put your sudoku savvy to the test!

TODAY’S PUZZLE SOLVED

SUDOKU

24413 County Rd 144 Detroit Lakes, MN 56501
218-846-7310

HOURS: Monday-Friday 8-4:30 • Saturday 8-12

Becker County Hazardous 
Waste (HW) program

www.co.becker.mn.us/dept/environmental_services

Households may drop off hazardous waste at the 
Transfer Station during regular business hours.

OPEN 
ALL 

YEAR!

18633 Cty Hwy 14 Callaway, MN 56521 

866-668-3029

Call and order your 
Thanksgiving Pies today!!

CHEESECAKES & MORE

75 miles or more... The distance our Away From Home Protection
covers if a death occurs away from home.

Eagles Club Aerie 2342
Members and Guests Welcome

Nightly Food Specials & Happy Hour
Monday-Saturday 4-6PM

Pulltabs - 4-close

Members Nite -Thursdays 4-6:  2 for 1’s
November 5th Dj Daddio  

November 12th Jerry’s King of  Karaoke

ERIC LUNDMARK 218.849.0383 
Agent, GRI

EricL@arvig.net
ERICLUNDMARKHOMES.COM

14482 E  
FOX LAKE RD 

$439,000

Featured 
Listing

James Matter Agency
Farmers Insurance Group

1119 Jackson Ave
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501
(218) 847-4409

235 Main St W Ste B
Perham, MN 56573
(218) 346-2235

“Your insurance 
matters, so 

come see me, 
James Matter!”

 motors.inforum.com

Find your new car online at motors.inforum.com
Do more than dream.



Fargo

Through the “Bible 
in a Year” podcast, 
I’ve recently been 

reading Sirach, one of 
seven deuterocanonical 
books in the Catholic 
canon of the Old 
Testament not included 
in Protestant versions.

The book comprises 
the stalwart advice of 
a parent, Ben Sira, a 
Jewish scribe, to his son.

Though Sirach 
permeates with wisdom, 
it can be humbling. In 
Chapter 10:9, we get 
a solid sense of that 
through these words: 
“How can he who is dust 
and ashes be proud?”

Podcast guide Father 
Mike Schmitz said it’s 
easy for us to place 
ourselves at the center, 
forgetting that our lives 
are fleeting; that we 
are mere dust. Later, 
in Verse 17, we read of 
whole kingdoms being 
extinguished from the 
face of the earth.

Father Mike recalled 
here a conversation 
he once had with his 
spiritual director, who 
told him that, eventually, 
no one would remember 
him, just as many of 

us have forgotten the 
names of our great-great 
grandparents.

Eventually, our names, 
too, will fade out of 
consciousness, and no 
one on the earth will 
remember or know we 
ever existed. The world 
will move on.

Father Mike then 
shared a concept he once 
came across introducing 
the idea of “The Second 
Death,” or, “the last time 
someone utters your 
name.” Remembering 
this, he said, can keep us 
from pride.

Pondering the idea, 
I fast sensed my own 
littleness. In the end, I 
will make only a small 
dent on this earth, and 
even that will quickly 
dissipate.

But then I realized 
something else. While 
it’s true our names will 
be forgotten by those on 
the earth, the one who 

calls us each by name 
has an eternal memory 
that never fades. God 
holds us and our names 
near always, and if we 
reach the ultimate goal 
of eternal life with him, 
we will hear our name 
called by him forever.

Having been called into 
existence, we can never 
be erased from God’s 
mind.

It’s like the 
resurrection, which 
conquered death. Life 
eternal means we cannot 
be extinguished; not by 
God, anyway. What hope 
we find here!

I also called to mind 
my father’s nickname 
for me as a little 
girl: “Rock.” Though 
it seemed only an 
endearing shortcut 
then, I now see more. 
Perhaps in this name, 
my father wanted to 
impart to me his desire 
that I be strong, at 
least internally, and 
use that strength for 
good, remembering, and 
holding fast to, the true 
Rock.

Our names are a huge 
part of our identity, 
and God calls us by 
them, summoning us to 

himself. On the earth, 
our names will become 
as nothing in time, but 
we can be assured God 
holds our name and our 
essence very close to him 
for all eternity.

Or, as it was put in 

a Lenten reflection: 
“We are dust, yes, but 
precious dust in God’s 
eyes.”

May we live with the 
realization of our fleeting 
nature and our eternal 
value, allowing each to 

bring us closer to our 
ultimate destination.

Salonen, a wife and mother of 
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On the bottom of that page, click on 
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bbenefits//

Discounts
& Deals!

Your subscription benefits go far beyond the news!

Explore your subscriber discounts & deals on:

TRAVEL

SHOPPING

RESTAURANTS

& MORE!

Finding your identity by who you are in Christ
We didn’t let our oldest 

of four sons watch 
Power Rangers when 

he was young, even though he 
desperately wanted to. And the 
reason was, I dunno, maybe he 
might confuse the magic and 
power of the Rangers with the 
power of Christ or something 
like that, or maybe they’re bad 
role models?

Yeah, well good for us, 
because in 2008 when our 
youngest son was six years 
old all he could talk about was 
his love for the Red Power 
Ranger. We had caved. It was 
also the summer of 2008 when 
our third son was eight and 
came home from “Explore 
the World” Day Camp with 
exciting news: “Mom, there’s 
this place with books you can 
get for free with really cool 
information and stories about 
the world. We even have one 
in our town! It’s called the 
library.” I didn’t get “Mom of 
the Year” in 2008.

Now, I think of the access to 
all sorts of news, information 
and “stories” via the handheld 
device in their hands. The 
Internet has been a godsend, 
as well as one of the most 
harmful places for our 
children (and ourselves) to fall 
prey to. We start to wonder 
and compare: Who does the 
world say we are? Are we good 
looking, successful and ‘doing 
it right,’ and how many ‘likes’ 
is good enough? Sadly, we 
compare ourselves to others in 
the world while trying to find 
our own identity.

But listen: Our real identity 
comes from who God says we 

are. We are his kids, fearfully 
and wonderfully made, and he 
loves us for who we are and 
not for what we do. There are 
no conditions to His love. He 
just loves us. Think about it! 
You are created in the image 
of God himself; by a creator 
who doesn’t make mistakes. 
ALWAYS remember you are 
not a mistake, even though 
you make mistakes.

Zero judgement from me 
if you’ve used media on any 
device as a pacifier. You are 
not a bad parent. You’re a 
parent. It’s trying, tiring 
and frustrating at times. The 
Internet has helped and saved 
you. I get it. It’s helped me 
too. We must simply establish 
healthy boundaries, for our 
children and ourselves.

Know Jesus. Know what 
the gospel is about. It will 
save you. He will save you. As 
Christians, we are supposed to 
be telling people the gospel, 
which is the good news about 
who God is, and what he has 
done for us to bring us into 
a right relationship with him 
despite our lack of curiosity 
about him, and our focus on 
ourselves instead of him. The 
precondition to loving God and 
sharing the gospel is to know 
him.

Most people are born into 

a certain religion, or learn it 
from their parents or their 
culture, and they either adopt 
it without thinking or they 
reject it without thinking. 
They are not interested in 
investigating who God is, 
using reason and evidence, 
including scientific and 
historical evidence. That 
does not mean the evidence 
isn’t there. A good start is 
reading Josh McDowell’s book, 
“Evidence that Demands a 
Verdict,” Lee Strobel’s “The 
Case for Christ,” or C.S. 
Lewis’s “Surprised by Joy” 
and “Mere Christianity.”

The best investment of your 
time is to investigate whether 
God is real. If he isn’t, who 
cares what he says? If He is, 
we should all care what he 
says. It’s wrong to say that 
investigating doesn’t matter or 
that all religions are the same. 
God has left clues of who he 
is in the natural world and in 
history — he expects us to be 
looking for him. He is as real 
as any other person you know, 
and his character is as defined 
as that of any other person 
you know.

He says, “He who seeks 
me diligently will find me.” 
(Proverbs 8:17) He doesn’t say 
you will find him if you seek 
him flippantly. “You will seek 
me and find me when you 
seek me with all your heart.” 
(Jeremiah 29:13)

I recently connected with 
this. We have made a very 
fatal error in our search for 
meaning and significance. In 
our frenzy to reach the “top,” 
whatever or wherever that is, 

we mistake prominence with 
significance. Humanity has 
deluded itself into thinking 
that if I am well known, well 
liked, in great demand and 
prominent, then I will find 
true meaning. The brokenness 
and heartache of places like 
Hollywood would beg to differ. 
Mistaking prominence with 
significance and meaning is 
a very deadly error. It results 
in a mad rat race as people, 
desperate to fill the emptiness, 
scurry to the ‘top.’ No thought 
is given to whether they will 
actually find what they’re 
looking for. No consideration 
is given to the thousands of 
people who made it to the 
world’s idea of “top” and then 
were bitterly disappointed.

“The top” just doesn’t cut 
it. Position and prominence 
will never fill the eternity 
God has put in our hearts. 
As with so many things 
regarding the kingdom of 
God, the road to significance 
and meaning is the direct 
opposite of the world’s path. 
Jesus said that if you want to 
be great, if you want to know 
that you’re making a positive 
contribution, if you really want 
to find meaning, then stop 
trying to be important.

Jesus’s answer to a world 
frantically searching for 
meaning is this: Learn to 
serve! In being a servant — 
someone who seeks to lighten 
the load of others — we find 
fulfillment and freedom.

Find the freedom. Find the 
identity in who God says you 
are. Let your children find 
him, and along the way you 

may be surprised at what else 
they find.

I believe through all the 
trenches of parenting, social 
media and Power Rangers 
that our four sons have all 
“found” Jesus. They know 
him personally. The pull of 
media can be bad, but there 
are also a million ways to find 
the blessings within good 
boundaries.

During the summer of 2018, 
only two of the four boys 
remained at home, and the 
one would leave for college 
in the fall. For some reason, I 
remember focusing on my role 
as a mom that summer, and 
there was God, always ready to 
show me that despite my “bad 
mom” moments, he has been 
there all along with his grace 
and parenting in my life as his 
child. That is such comfort. As 
I was journaling on the couch 
about my mom habits, David 
announced he was headed out 
to the library.

“Dave, why are you going to 
the library? Are you just going 
to meet up with someone?”

“Ah no Mom. I’m going to 
check out a book.”

“Really?”
Really. And he did and he 

does, and he reads them. Joey 
does too. Who knew? God 
does. He knows us. He knows 
His kids and all the crazy 
things of this world and with 
all of it, he loves us like crazy 
too.
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‘The Second Death’ a concept that’s not without hope

By Paul John Scott
The Detroit Lakes Tribune
ROCHESTER, Minn. 

— A lawyer represent-
ing more than 100 Mayo 
Clinic employees seek-
ing religious exemptions 
to mandatory COVID-19 
vaccination believes the 
health care industry will 
soon face lawsuits for 
denial of such requests.

In late September, 
Minneapolis attorney 
Gregory Erickson filed 
a suit against a collec-
tion of large providers on 
behalf of 200 anonymous 
health care employees. 
The goal was to block 
vaccine mandates within 
hospitals, but U.S. District 
Court Judge Nancy Bra-
sel declined to take that 
step. Erickson said most 
of those suing were by 
then granted religious or 
medical exemptions from 
their employers, placing 
the lawsuit on hold.

Employees can file an 
application for religious 

exemption with their 
employer, which employ-
ers can then reject — but 
that opens the employer 
to being sued for reli-
gious discrimination.

Now he has 300 cli-
ents — 100 of which are 
Mayo employees. Erick-
son believes there are 
currently thousands of 
requests for religious 
exemptions that have 
been honored statewide.

“In my experience, that 
number is in the hun-
dreds,” he said, “and I 
represent a tiny fraction 
of employees in the state 
of Minnesota.” Of the 100 
Mayo employees he now 
represents, Erickson says 
that “they have retained 
me in the event that their 
employer turns down 
their request for a reli-
gious exemption.”

“Mayo Clinic recogniz-
es that some employees 
have deeply held religious 
beliefs and medical rea-
sons that will lead them 

to seek exemption from 
COVID-19 vaccination,” 
Mayo spokesperson Kel-
ley Luckstein said.

“In compliance with 
established laws, Mayo 
is offering employees the 
option to request a med-
ical or religious accom-
modation. Employees 
have started submitting 
medical and religious 
exemption requests, 
some of which have been 
approved.”

Erickson anchors the 
religious opposition to 
the vaccine in the use 
of decades-old fetal cell 
lines during testing.

“A lot of the Chris-
tian and Catholic type 
employees have a major 
objection to the fact that 
the vaccines are creat-
ed with the use of fetal 
cells, and they don’t 
feel comfortable put-
ting something in their 
body that’s associated 
with abortion,” Erickson 
explained. 

Fate of religious exemptions 
for vaccine mandates uncertain
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Recreational use of 
off-highway vehicles will 
be restricted in some areas 
where hunters may use rifles 
during the firearms deer 
hunting season, according to 
the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources.

Vehicles affected by the 
restrictions include all-ter-
rain vehicles, off-highway 
motorcycles and registered 
off-road vehicles such as 
four-wheel drive trucks that 

are not being used in con-
junction with deer hunting by 
a licensed deer hunter.

The restrictions apply to 
designated OHV recreational 
riding trails on state land. 
These include grant-in-aid 
trails and state forest trails 
and access routes, but not 
state forest roads.

“Recent riding seasons 
have seen many new OHV 
enthusiasts hitting the trails 
for the first time, and many 
of them may not be familiar 

with these longstanding tem-
porary closures,” said Bruce 
Lawrence, recreational vehi-
cle coordinator for the DNR 
Enforcement Division. “The 
goal of these closures is sim-
ple: To protect public safety 
and reduce potential conflict 
between riders and hunters.”

Licensed deer hunters may 
still use these routes in con-
junction with their hunting 
activity:

Before legal shooting 
time.

From 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
After legal shooting 

hours.
Effective dates of the rec-

reational riding restrictions 
are:

Nov. 6 – 21 for the north-
eastern Minnesota 100 Series 
deer season.

Nov. 6 – 14 for the Min-
nesota 200 Series deer sea-
son, in those permit areas 
where hunters may use rifles.

The restrictions do not 
apply in the shotgun zone 

of the 200 Series of per-
mit areas, or in southeast-
ern Minnesota, where rec-
reational OHV trails close by 
Nov. 1 each year.

Visit the DNR website for 
specific trail closure infor-
mation. For more informa-
tion, see the 2021 deer season 
map online or contact the 
DNR Information Center at 
info.dnr@state.mn.us or 651-
296-6157 (888-646-6367 
toll free).

Temporary off-highway vehicle restrictions begin with firearms deer opener
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OIL, GAS METHANE EMISSIONS AT CENTER OF EPA PLAN
US UNVEILS CRACKDOWN ON METHANE

By Michael Erman 
and Julie Steenhuysen

Reuters
The director of the 

U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) on Tuesday backed 
broad use of Pfizer’s 
and BioNTech’s COVID-
19 vaccine in children 
ages 5 to 11, clearing the 
way for shots to go into 
young arms as soon as 
Wednesday.

The announcement 
comes hours after the 
advisers to the U.S. CDC 
unanimously support-

ed the move, saying 
the benefits of the vac-
cine outweigh the risks. 
Much of their discussion 
stemmed from rare cases 
of heart inflammation 
that have been linked to 
the vaccine, particularly 
in young men.

The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration granted 
emergency use autho-
rization of the vaccine 
in 5- to 11-year-olds on 
Friday.

The FDA authorized a 
10-microgram dose of 
Pfizer’s vaccine in young 

children. The original 
shot given to those age 
12 and older is 30 micro-
grams.

“We know millions of 
parents are eager to get 
their children vaccinated 
and with this decision, 
we now have recom-
mended that about 28 
million children receive 
a COVID-19 vaccine,” 
CDC Director Rochelle 
Walensky said in the 
statement.

At the outset of the 
meeting, Walensky said 
that pediatric hospi-

talizations had surged 
during the recent wave 
driven by the delta vari-
ant of the coronavirus.

The risk from COVID-
19 “is too high and too 
devastating to our chil-
dren and far higher than 
for many other diseases 
for which we vaccinate 
children,” she said.

Walensky said school 
closures have had detri-
mental social and men-
tal health impacts on 
children.

“Pediatric vaccination 
has the power to help us 

change all of that,” she 
said.

President Joe Biden 
described the authoriza-
tion as a turning point 
in the battle against 
COVID-19.

“The program will 
ramp up over the coming 
days, and fully up and 
running during the week 
of November 8. Parents 
will be able to bring their 
children to thousands of 
pharmacies, pediatri-
cian’s offices, schools, 
and other sites to get 
vaccinated,” Biden said 

in a statement.
The CDC present-

ed data suggesting that 
every million shots of
the vaccine administered 
could prevent between 
80 to 226 hospitaliza-
tions in children age 5 
to 11. Once authorized,
some 28 million children 
will be eligible for the 
shot.

Pfizer and BioN-
Tech said their vaccine 
showed 90.7% efficacy 
against the coronavirus 
in a clinical trial of chil-
dren aged 5 to 11.

Build Back Better makes progress in US House

By Valerie Volcovici 
and Nichola Groom

Reuters
The United States on 

Tuesday unveiled a plan 
to slash emissions of the 
greenhouse gas methane 
from oil and gas opera-
tions as part of its strat-
egy to crack down on 
climate change, drawing 
cautious support from 
both environmental 
groups and drillers.

The announcement 
coincided with the U.N. 
climate conference in 
Glasgow, Scotland, 
where the United States, 
the world’s second-larg-
est greenhouse gas emit-
ter, is seeking to reclaim 
leadership on the world 
stage by demonstrating 
tangible steps to curb 
emissions at home.

President Joe Biden 
has set a target to slash 
greenhouse gas emis-
sions by more than 50% 
by 2030 but is struggling 
to pass climate legisla-
tion through a deeply 
divided Congress, mak-
ing policies by federal 
agencies more crucial.

His administration and 
the European Union are 
also seeking to lead a 
new international pact 
to reduce methane econ-
omy-wide by 30% by 
2030, drawing participa-

tion from over 100 coun-
tries.

Methane is the sec-
ond-biggest cause of 
climate change after 
carbon dioxide. Its high 
heat-trapping poten-
tial and relatively short 

lifespan in the atmo-
sphere means cutting its 
emissions can have an 
outsized impact on the 
trajectory of the world’s 
climate.

At the center of the 
U.S. plan to tackle meth-

ane domestically is an 
Environmental Protec-
tion Agency propos-
al that will for the first 
time require oil and gas 
operators to aggressively 
detect and repair meth-
ane leaks. Oil and gas 

operations account for a 
third of methane emis-
sions.

“The timing of this 
is critical. As we speak, 
world leaders are gather-
ing right now in Glasgow 
and they are looking to 

the United States for 
true leadership,” EPA
Administrator Michael
Regan told Reuters in an
interview. 

Specifically, the pro-
posal will require com-
panies to monitor
300,000 of their biggest 
well sites every three 
months, ban the vent-
ing of methane produced 
as a byproduct of crude 
oil into the atmosphere, 
and require upgrades to
equipment such as stor-
age tanks, compressors, 
and pneumatic pumps.

The rules will most
likely take effect in 2023 
and will be aimed at
slashing methane from 
oil and gas operations by
74% from 2005 levels by 
2035, an amount equiv-
alent to the emissions
created by all U.S. pas-
senger cars and planes 
in 2019, according to the 
summary.

The new EPA rules are 
expected to add “pen-
nies” to the cost of a 
barrel of oil or thousand 
cubic feet of gas, accord-
ing to the EPA’s analysis. 
But oil industry group 
the American Explora-
tion & Production Coun-
cil said they could add 
“significant new costs
associated with compli-
ance.”

President Joe Biden greets European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen during the “Accelerating 
Clean Technology Innovation and Deployment” session at the UN Climate Change Conference (COP26) on 
Tuesday in Glasgow, Scotland.

CDC director backs COVID vaccine for kids ages 5 to 11

By Richard Cowan 
and Makini Brice

Reuters
WASHINGTON - One 

day after Senator Joe 
Manchin appeared 
to stymie efforts to 
advance a bill that is 
a centerpiece of Pres-
ident Joe Biden’s leg-
islative agenda, the 
measure showed new 
promise for moving to 
the full House of Rep-
resentatives for a vote 
on passage.

Democrats on Tues-
day sought to conclude 
negotiations surround-
ing Biden’s Build Back 
Better plan, a $1.75 
trillion framework on 
social spending and 
climate change that 
he unveiled last week. 
On Monday, influen-
tial Democrat Manchin 
refused to commit to 
support the legislation, 

rebuffing a previous 
demand by progres-
sives.

Yet in the House, 
the bill showed signs 
of moving forward fol-
lowing a series of stops 
and starts in closed-
door negotiations.

Democratic Repre-
sentative Jim McGov-
ern, the chairman of 
the powerful House 
Rules Committee, told 
reporters the bill could 
be ready for his panel 
to process and send 
to the full House this 
week.

“Not today, but 
maybe tomorrow,” 
McGovern said of the 
possible timing.

His comments came 
as Democrats cited 
progress on two con-
troversial items that 
had been sticking 
points - prescription 
drug pricing and loos-
ening a cap on state 
and local tax deduc-
tions, often referred 
to as SALT, which is 
important to high-tax 

coastal states that help 
comprise the Demo-
cratic Party’s base.

Senate Majority 
Leader Chuck Schum-
er told a news confer-
ence that Democrats 
had reached a deal to 
lower prescription drug 
pricing.

The agreement 
included measures to 
impose a cap on annual 
out-of-pocket spending 
and to allow Medicare, 
the American health 
insurance program for 
the elderly, to negotiate 
drug prices.

Elsewhere, Jimmy 
Gomez, a California con-
gressman and a mem-
ber of the tax-writ-
ing House Ways and 
Means Committee, said 
he thought a measure 
changing the 2017 cap 
on state and local tax 
deductions - imposed 
during a tax overhaul 
signed by then-Presi-
dent Donald Trump - 
would be inserted into 
the bill.

Following a closed-

door meeting of House 
Democrats, some law-
makers said Pelosi 
might seek House pas-
sage as soon as Thurs-

day on both a $1 trillion 
bipartisan infrastruc-
ture package passed 
earlier in the summer 
by the Senate and the 

Build Back Better legis-
lation, although it was 
not certain that such a 
swift schedule could be 
achieved.

Sticking points 
remain for $1.75T 
infrastructure plan

New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio, U.S. Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.); 
Sharon Greenberger, president & CEO of the YMCA of Greater New York, 
and others applaud as Vice President Kamala Harris concludes her remarks 
promoting the Biden administration’s infrastructure plans Oct. 22 during a visit 
to the Northeast Bronx YMCA in the Bronx borough of New York City.



By Joseph Ax, 
Gabriella Borter 
and Jason Lange

Reuters
FAIRFAX - Republican 

Glenn Youngkin was leading 
Democrat Terry McAuliffe on 
Tuesday night in the close-
ly watched Virginia gover-
nor’s election, which could 
offer clues about which party 
holds the early advantage in 
next year’s congressional 
elections.

With nearly three-quar-
ters of the state’s precincts 
counted, political newcom-
er Youngkin held a 10-point 
lead over McAuliffe, a long-
time Democratic fixture who 
served as the state’s gover-
nor from 2014 to 2018.

The race was expected to 
tighten as more votes were 
tallied, but election analysts 
on Twitter favored Youngkin 
to hold on for a victory.

A McAuliffe loss in Vir-
ginia, which Democratic 
President Joe Biden won by 
a double-digit margin over 
Republican then-President 
Donald Trump last year, 
would represent a demor-
alizing setback for nation-
al Democrats. McAuliffe 
saw his lead in public polls 
evaporate in the campaign’s 
closing weeks.

“We all knew from the 
beginning it’s gonna be a 
tight race,” Biden said about 
the Virginia election earlier 
on Tuesday, predicting that 
McAuliffe would win. “The 
off year is always unpredict-
able.”

The Republican candidates 
for lieutenant governor and 
state attorney general were 
also leading their races in 
Virginia, while Republicans 
appeared poised to recapture 
control of the state’s House 
of Delegates. The state Sen-

ate, which Democrats con-
trol, did not have any elec-
tions this year.

Cultural issues dominated 
the gubernatorial race, with 
Youngkin promising to give 
parents more control over 
how public schools handle 
race, gender and COVID-
19 protocols, and McAuliffe 
vowing to protect abortion 
access and voting rights.

Polls leading up to Election 
Day showed that Youngkin 
closed the gap with McAu-
liffe by appealing to inde-
pendent voters - a group 
that was alienated in 2020 by 
Trump’s firebrand style of 
politics but was more drawn 
to Youngkin’s congenial 
manner - despite McAu-
liffe’s attempts to tie Youn-
gkin to the former president.

“Comparing him to Pres-
ident Trump really didn’t 
resonate with me,” Jacob 
McMinn, a program man-
ager at a defense contractor, 
said after casting his vote for 
the Republican in Fairfax, 
just outside Washington.

Schools say they do not 

include the theory in ele-
mentary and high school 
curriculums, but are trying 
to respond to the needs of 
an increasingly diverse U.S. 
population.

Youngkin’s strategy could 
offer a road map for Repub-
licans trying to woo back 
suburban moderates in the 
2022 elections, where con-
trol of Congress and the fate 
of Biden’s agenda will be 
at stake, without alienating 
the hard-liners who backed 
Trump.

But Trump’s role in the 
race still loomed in the minds 
of many voters after the 
former president endorsed 
Youngkin, a former private 
equity executive.

Voters cited the economy 
as their top concern, accord-
ing to a CNN exit poll, ahead 
of education, taxes and the 
pandemic.

The winner will succeed 
Democratic Governor Ralph 
Northam, who is barred by 
Virginia’s term limits law 
from serving two consecu-
tive terms.
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US House panel subpoenas Big Oil

Facebook will shut down its facial recognition system

4 companies, 2 lobbying groups must turn over papers in deception probe
By Timothy Gardner

Reuters
WASHINGTON - The head of 

a U.S. House panel on Tues-
day subpoenaed four major oil 
companies and two lobbying 
groups for documents relat-
ed to their actions on global 
warming as part of a year-
long probe into potential cli-
mate deception by the energy 
industry.

Representative Carolyn 
Maloney, a Democrat and the 
chairwoman of the House 
Committee on Oversight and 
Reform, issued subpoenas to 
Exxon Mobil Corp, Chevron 
Corp , BP America and Shell 
Oil, and to industry body the 
American Petroleum Institute 
(API) and the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce.

The committee had asked 
the companies and organi-
zations on Sept. 16 for doc-
uments on issues including 
their role in contributing to 
climate change, their market-
ing and lobbying efforts, and 

any funding of third parties 
to spread disinformation on 
climate.

“To date, none of the enti-
ties has substantially com-
plied with the Committee’s 
requests” Maloney said on 

Tuesday in a memo to fel-
low members of the committee 
about the subpoenas.

Maloney had announced last 
week at the end of a hearing 
on Big Oil and climate dis-
information that she would 

subpoena the companies and 
organizations, saying much 
of what the committee had 
received were publicly-avail-
able documents.

Maloney and other Demo-
crats on the committee say oil 
companies have reaped huge 
profits for decades while they 
misled the public on climate 
change and prevented action 
to curb it. The companies and 
organizations deny the asser-
tions.

The panel has received some 
documents from former Exxon 
lobbyist, Keith McCoy, who 
was secretly recorded by envi-
ronmental group Greenpeace, 
saying the company’s support 
of a carbon tax was a ruse, 
since the company believed the 
idea would never become law.

Democrats are modeling 
the probe on the Big Tobacco 
hearings of the 1990s which 
took place over many months 
and eventually revealed that 
companies buried evidence 
that cigarettes are addictive 

and harmful.
In response to the subpoe-

na, Exxon spokesperson Casey 
Norton said the company has 
now provided almost 130,000 
pages of documents “including 
internal emails.”

Shell spokesperson Curtis 
Smith said Shell will continue 
to cooperate with the com-
mittee.

J.P. Fielder, a BP Amer-
ica spokesperson said BP is 
reviewing the subpoena and 
will continue working with 
the committee. BP has provid-
ed more than 17,000 pages of 
documents including internal 
materials.

Matt Letourneau, spokes-
person for the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce said “we will 
review” the subpoena.

API spokesperson Betha-
ny Aronhalt Williams said the 
group will work with the com-
mittee.

Chevron did not immediately 
respond to a request for com-
ment.

By Sheila Dang 
and Elizabeth Culliford

Reuters
Facebook Inc announced on 

Tuesday it is shutting down 
its facial recognition system, 
which automatically identi-
fies users in photos and vid-
eos, citing growing societal 
concerns about the use of 
such technology.

“Regulators are still in 
the process of providing a 
clear set of rules governing 
its use,” Jerome Pesenti, vice 
president of artificial intelli-
gence at Facebook, wrote in a 
blog post. “Amid this ongo-
ing uncertainty, we believe 
that limiting the use of facial 
recognition to a narrow set of 

use cases is appropriate.”
The removal of face recog-

nition by the world’s largest 
social media platform comes 
as the tech industry has faced 
a reckoning over the past few 
years over the ethics of using 
the technology.

Critics say facial recogni-
tion technology could com-
promise privacy, target mar-
ginalized groups and nor-
malize intrusive surveillance. 
IBM has permanently ended 
facial recognition product 
sales, and Microsoft Corp and 
Amazon.com Inc have sus-
pended sales to police indef-
initely.

The news also comes as 
Facebook has been under 

intense scrutiny from reg-
ulators and lawmakers over 
user safety and a wide range 
of abuses on its platforms.

The company said more 
than one-third of Facebook’s 
daily active users have opted 
into the face recognition 
setting on the social media 
site, and the change will now 
delete the “facial recognition 
templates” of more than 1 
billion people.

The removal will roll out 
globally and is expected to 
be complete by December, a 
Facebook spokesperson said.

Privacy advocacy and dig-
ital rights groups welcomed 
the move.

Alan Butler, executive 

director of the Electron-
ic Privacy Information Cen-
ter, said, “For far too long 
Internet users have suffered 
personal data abuses at the 
whims of Facebook and other 
platforms. EPIC first called 
for an end to this program in 
2011,” though he said com-
prehensive data protection 
regulations were still needed 
in the United States.

Adam Schwartz, senior staff 
attorney at the Electronic 
Frontier Foundation, said that 
although Facebook’s action 
comes after moves from other 
tech companies, it could mark 
a “notable moment in the 
national turning-away from 
face recognition.”

Facebook added that its 
automatic alt text tool, which 
creates image descriptions 
for visually impaired people, 
will no longer include the 
names of people recognized 
in photos after the removal 
of face recognition, but will 
otherwise function normally.

Facebook did not rule out 
using facial recognition tech-
nology in other products.

The company’s facial rec-
ognition software has long 
been the subject of scrutiny. 
The U.S. Federal Trade Com-
mission included it among 
the concerns when it fined 
Facebook $5 billion to settle 
privacy complaints in 2019.

Joshua Roberts / Reuters / Pool / File Photo
House Oversight and Government Reform Committee Chair 
Carolyn Maloney (D-N.Y.) presides during a House Oversight 
and Government Reform Committee hearing Oct. 7 on Capitol 
Hill in Washington.

Race could signal which party has 2022 edge

GOP Youngkin leads 
VA governor’s race

Tom Brenner / Reuters
Adrienne Schweer casts her vote beside her children, Georgia 
and Sully, during the Virginia Governor’s Race Tuesday at 
Chesterbrook Elementary School in McLean, Virginia.

Freight train derailed, 
burned in southern Chile 

SANTIAGO  (Reuters) - 
A freight train in southern 
Chile was derailed and some 
of its cargo units burned by 
unknown assailants on Tues-
day, officials said, amid ten-
sions between the state and 
the local Mapuche indigenous 
group demanding the return 
of ancestral lands.

The attack on the train, 
which had been carrying cel-
lulose used to make paper, 
happened in the South Mac-
rozone area of Victoria, which 
has been under a state of 
emergency due to the conflict.

The official said that so far 
no one had claimed responsi-
bility for the attack.

CIA director makes 
rare trip to Moscow 

MOSCOW  (Reuters) - CIA 
director William Burns is 
making a rare visit to Moscow 
to discuss U.S.-Russia rela-
tions, the latest in a series of 
high-level contacts that show 
both sides want to keep talking 
despite mutual distrust and a 
long list of disputes.

A U.S. Embassy spokesper-
son said Burns was leading a 
delegation of senior U.S. offi-
cials to Moscow on Tuesday 
and Wednesday at President 
Joe Biden’s request.

Russia’s Security Council 
said Burns, a Russian-speak-
er and former ambassador to 
Moscow, held talks with Niko-
lai Patrushev, the council’s 
secretary and a former head 
of Russia’s FSB intelligence 
service.

Taliban ban use of 
foreign currency 
in Afghanistan 

Kabul (Reuters) - The Tal-
iban announced a complete 
ban on the use of foreign cur-
rency in Afghanistan on Tues-
day, a move sure to cause fur-
ther disruption to an economy 
pushed to the brink of collapse 
by the abrupt withdrawal of 
international support.

The surprise move came 
hours after at least 25 people 
were killed and more than 
50 wounded when gunmen 

attacked Afghanistan’s big-
gest military hospital after 
two heavy explosions at the 
site in central Kabul.

The use of U.S. dollars is 
widespread in Afghanistan’s 
markets, while border areas 
use the currency of neighbor-
ing countries for trade.

Nigeria building 
collapse kills at least 16

LAGOS (Reuters) - Rescuers 
combed through the rubble of a 
high-rise building in Nigeria’s 
commercial capital Lagos in 
search of survivors on Tues-
day, a day after it collapsed 
while under construction, as 
the death toll rose to 16 with 
scores reported missing.

The Lagos state government 
said it had put its chief archi-
tect on indefinite suspension 
and launched an independent 
investigation of the causes 
of the collapse of what was 
to have become a high-end 
apartment block.

Emergency services braced 
for a second night of work as 
earth-moving equipment lifted 
chunks of masonry at the site 
in the affluent neighborhood 
of Ikoyi. Large trailers were 
brought in to help move debris, 
blocking one of Ikoyi’s main 
roads.

Mexico’s National Guard 
kills migrant, wounds 4 

MEXICO CITY (Reuters) - A 
Cuban migrant was shot dead 
by the Mexican National Guard 
and four others were wound-
ed after the vehicle they were 
in did not stop when ordered 
to do so, Mexican authorities 
said on Tuesday.

The shooting occurred early 
on Sunday in the southern 
state of Chiapas, in an area 
where a caravan of migrants 
was heading towards the U.S. 
border. About 3,000 people set 
off on foot last month from 
the city of Tapachula on the 
Guatemalan border.

Mexico’s Human Rights 
Commission (CNDH) said it 
had opened an investigation 
into the shooting, which it said 
apparently took place when a 
vehicle ferrying migrants did 
not adhere to National Guard 
troops’ requests to stop.

BRIEFS
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Nearly 200 hurt or killed on US sets in 30 years

SAFETY ON SET: WHAT 
YOU SHOULD KNOW

Sam Wasson / Getty Images / TNS
A sign directs people to the road that leads to the Bonanza Creek Ranch where the movie “Rust” 

By Jon Healey  
and Ada Tseng

Los Angeles Times

As the tragic shooting 
on the “Rust” 
set reminds us, 

filmmaking is not just a 
risky business but also 
a potentially dangerous 
one. Although there 
are no industrywide 
statistics about mishaps, 
an Associated Press 
investigation found that 
at least 43 people had died 
and more than 150 people 
had suffered “life-altering 
injuries” in film and TV 
shoots in the United States 
from 1990 to 2016.

That’s why many other 
countries around the world 
require a dedicated safety 
officer on each set. In the 
United States, though, there 
is no such requirement.

Instead, responsibility 
for overseeing safety rests 
with someone who has 
many other responsibilities 
as well — often the first 
assistant director, who sets 
the daily shooting schedule, 
coordinates with the various 
department heads and acts 
as a liaison between the 
director and the rest of the 
crew.

Different film sets have 
different rules, often 
depending on whether 
the shooting is being 
done by union members. 
And some productions 
have a mix of union and 
nonunion workers, further 
complicating matters.

Here is a rundown of what 
a film or TV production 
company is legally required 
to do regarding safety, what 
the basic union contract 
requires, and what other 
resources are available to 
cast and crew members 
who encounter unsafe 
conditions.

Federal and state 
agencies

The federal Occupational 
Health and Safety Act 
requires employers to 
provide a “safe and 
healthful” workplace. But 
the penalties for violations 
may not provide much of 
a deterrent, especially for 
production companies that 
are cobbled together for a 
single film or TV series. For 
example, after a stuntman 
on the Georgia set of “The 
Walking Dead” died while 
rehearsing a fall in 2017, 
OSHA hit the producers with 
the maximum allowable 
fine: $12,675.

There’s no specific 
OSHA regime for film 
and TV shoots; instead, 
they’re subject to the same 
regulations that apply to 
most other industries, 
such as rules for noise, fire 
prevention, construction 
safety and personal 
protective equipment.

Notably, OSHA 
recommends but does not 
require film shoots to have 
a written safety plan for 
their sites. According to the 
International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees, 
the union that represents 
film and TV crews, “These 
plans include inspection 
protocols, emergency 
medical care, and hazard 
reporting methods.” They 
also would train employees 
to identify hazards 
and identify the people 
responsible for correcting 
them, IASTE wrote.

California, which is 
one of 22 states with 
its own OSHA program, 
does require employers 
to have a written “illness 
and injury prevention 
plan” for their worksite 
and ensure that workers 
have access to it. As part 
of that plan, “Employees 
must be encouraged to 
inform their employer of 
hazards at the worksite 
without fear of reprisal,” 
Cal/OSHA states. The plan 
also must have “specific 
methods and procedures 
for correcting workplace 
hazards, including unsafe or 
unhealthy work conditions, 
work practices, or work 
procedures, in a timely 
manner based on the 
severity of the hazard,” 
as well as “an effective 
program for instructing 
employees and their 
supervisors on general 
safe work practices and 
hazards specific to each job 
assignment.”

Federal law guarantees 
workers the right to report 
health and safety problems 
anonymously and request 
an OSHA inspection “if you 
believe there is a serious 
hazard or if you think your 
employer is not following 
OSHA standards.” The 
agency adds, however, 
that a signed complaint is 
more likely to lead to an 
inspection than an unsigned 
one.

Resources on set
A more direct and 

immediate way to call 
attention to safety problems 
is to tell someone on set 
who’s in a position to fix 
them. Who that person is, 
though, depends on the 
production’s budget and 
which unions are involved.

The “basic agreement” 
between studios, production 
companies and the Directors 
Guild of America requires a 
number of supervisors on 
DGA-covered film shoots — 
unit production managers, 
assistant and associate 
directors, stage managers 
— to have received 
safety training in order 
to be hired. But it largely 
refrains from specifying 
which person is ultimately 

responsible for safety on a 
set.

The exception is for 
prime-time TV show sets, 
where the agreement puts 
the first assistant director 
in charge of safety, along 
with more than a dozen 
other responsibilities. 
Under that agreement, the 
first assistant director is to 
“conduct a safety meeting 
on the set with cast and 
crew as required” by the 
production company, 
“inspect the set daily for 
potential safety violations 
and report any such 
problems,” and “prepare 
accident reports as 
assigned.”

For low-budget DGA-
covered productions, 
there is a side letter that 
demands much less in 
terms of on-set safety. The 
only mandate is, prior to 
a DGA member starting 
work, “The Employer must 
confirm with the DGA, 
in writing, that it has 
established a written safety 
program to the extent 
required by applicable law.” 
In many states outside of 
California, there is no such 
requirement.

With or without unionized 
directors, crews and casts, 
crew members say that it’s 
standard industry practice 
on films large and small 
to bring unresolved safety 
problems to the attention of 
the head of the department 
involved, and if that doesn’t 
work, go to the first or 
second assistant director. 
And federal law clearly bars 
employers from retaliating 
against workers who raise 
concerns about safety and 
health hazards; under 
certain circumstances, 
workers even have the right 
to refuse assignments they 
have reported as hazardous.

Nevertheless, concern 
about retaliation abounds 
in an industry where one’s 
next job hinges on having 
good relationships on set. 
Workers interviewed by 
The Times said that they 
might hesitate to pursue a 
safety issue up the chain 
for fear of being branded a 
troublemaker.

Part of the problem is 
that there is no independent 
safety officer on the set, 
someone whose sole duty is 
to seek out and respond to 
health and safety hazards. 
Instead, crew members say, 
safety issues are handled 
by the same people who 
are trying to keep the 
production moving and 
get the filming done on 
time and on budget — and, 
in many cases, the same 
people who will decide 
whether the person bringing 
up a safety problem will be 
hired for the next shoot.

©2021 Los Angeles Times. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agency, LLC. 
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By Ethan Baron

(TNS) - Two months after 
Theranos founder Elizabeth 
Holmes’ federal criminal 
trial started in San Jose, legal 
observers are divided on her 
prospects.

“It doesn’t look good for 
Holmes,” said  Neama Rah-
mani, a former federal pros-
ecutor who’s now an attor-
ney at West Coast Trial Law-
yers. “I fully expect her to be 
convicted unless something 
dramatic happens when the 
defense puts on their case.”

But Bay Area defense attor-
ney Jessica Nall said she 
believes Holmes “has a fight-
ing shot” to escape convic-
tion. “I’m getting more opti-
mistic for her chances,” said 
Nall, of Baker McKenzie in 
Palo Alto and San Francisco. 

If Holmes — who faces up to 
20 years in prison if convicted 
— is to walk free from what 
is expected to be a three- to 
four-month jury trial, she’ll 
have to beat the odds.

“Trials are rare in the fed-
eral criminal justice system 
– and acquittals are even 
rarer,” researchers said in a 
2019 Pew report that found 
rates of acquittal were even 
lower in jury trials, rather 
than those decided by a judge 
alone. Still, said Brian Klein, 
a defense attorney and former 
federal prosecutor, “Juries 
will surprise you.”

Through weeks of trial in 
a U.S. District Court, Holmes 
has sat upright, flanked by 
lawyers from high-profile 
Washington, D.C. firm Wil-
liams & Connolly. Her moth-
er, Noel, has been a constant 
presence in the gallery, often 
joined by Holmes’ partner 
Billy Evans — the father of 
her baby — and a shifting 
cast of friends showing sup-
port.

Because the federal govern-
ment is still making its case, 
with Holmes’ 10-lawyer team 
defending her via cross-ex-
amination until they have a 
chance to call their own wit-
nesses to testify, “the story is 
only partially written,” Klein 
said. “A lot could ride on what 
witnesses are called in the 
defense.”

Prosecutors allege Holmes 
bilked investors out of hun-
dreds of millions of dollars 
and defrauded patients with 
false claims that her now-de-
funct Palo Alto blood-test-
ing startup’s machines could 
conduct a full range of tests 
using only a few drops of 
blood from a finger-stick. She 
has denied the claims; the 
prosecution must convince 
the jury that she intended to 
defraud the alleged victims.

The government has so far 
called a number of former 
Theranos employees to testify 
as witnesses. “That’s always 
going to be potentially very 
compelling evidence because 
you’re hearing from people 
on the inside,” said Klein. 

Prosecutors have called to 
the stand one former Thera-
nos employee after another, 
to testify to the gap “between 
the way the technology was 
and the way it was being rep-
resented,” Nall said.

To overcome jurors’ poten-
tial belief that ex-employees
may have an ax to grind, pros-
ecutors are “really going with
the overwhelming approach,”
Rahmani said, to show the
jury that, “even if you don’t
believe one, there’s 10 oth-
ers there, who are saying the
same thing.”

However, that insider tes-
timony has not succeeded in
getting to the fundamental
issue of Holmes’ intent, Nall
said. “What was in her mind?
What was she thinking?”

Holmes’ trial fortunes may
turn when evidence is pre-
sented during her defense
about her relationship with
former Theranos presi-
dent Sunny Balwani, whom
Holmes has accused of abus-
ing and coercing her. “There’s
a significant empty chair with
Sunny Balwani,” Nall said.

Rahmani said he believes
Holmes’ coercion claim is
inconsistent with everything
she said and did publicly as
the recognized leader of the
company. Jurors, for example,
heard testimony that Holmes,
defending herself and Ther-
anos on national television
after a devastating 2015 Wall
Street Journal exposé, said,
“Anything that happens in
this company is my respon-
sibility.”

Loving text messages
Holmes sent to Balwani and
displayed to the jury have
also helped prosecutors nip in
the bud any potential Holmes
claim of coercion, Rahmani
said.

With the government
focused on Holmes’ alleged
lies about the capabilities of
her startup’s machines, the
defense during cross-exam-
ination has sought to high-
light the devices’ actual capa-
bilities, such as the tests they
could actually perform.

“Any points they score off
a government witness where
they’re able to show that yes,
there was something there,
that is going to be helpful,”
Nall said. “They’ll be able
to show … that there was
existing cutting-edge tech-
nology — it just may not have
evolved to the level that it
needed to be.”

Jurors, said Rahmani, could
conclude that Holmes engaged
in “puffery” but not fraud.

Perhaps the most damn-
ing testimony to date relates
to a Theranos report — sent
to Walgreens executive by
Holmes and distributed to
investors — imprinted with
logos from Theranos and
pharmaceuticals giant Pfizer.
A former Pfizer scientist told
the jury he had probed Thera-
nos, dismissed its technology,
and was not aware of anyone
at Pfizer approving Theranos’
use of the logo.

The damage to Holmes’
defense from the Pfizer-lo-
go revelations remains to be
seen, especially since her law-
yers have suggested to jurors
that Balwani, not Holmes, ran
the Theranos laboratories,
Nall said.

If the jury finds that Holmes
was herself misled about the
maturity of her firm’s tech-
nology, or that she believed
her own hype, jurors could
acquit her, Nall said. 

MediaNews Group, Inc. Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Theranos trial outcome 
uncertain after 2 months
Legal experts divided 
on Holmes’ prospects in 
federal criminal trial
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By Meredith Blake
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Before the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Cody Rigsby was rare-
ly  recognized on New York’s 
Fire Island. It was a sanctuary, 
a place where “nobody knew 
my quote-unquote celebrity,” 
says the Peloton instructor, 
who has been inspiring users 
to climb imaginary hills since 
2014.

“A lot of my demographic 
are women in the 30-to-50 
age range that live in suburbia 
or middle America,” he says, 
noting that he’d sometimes 
get noticed while visiting 
his mom in North Carolina. 
“There are not a lot of those 
on a very gay island.”

Things changed when 
COVID-19 struck. As people 
looked for ways to stay fit at 
home, Peloton grew exponen-
tially — from 1.6 million users 
in early 2020 to 5.9 million in 
June 2021.

So did Rigsby’s fame: Some-
thing about his exuberant 
teaching style resonated with 
people during a period of iso-
lation and uncertainty.

This new reality dawned 
on Rigsby when he returned 
to Fire Island this summer, 
after a year spent doing little  
besides going to the empty 
Peloton studio in Manhattan. 
Instead of the blissful ano-
nymity he once enjoyed,  peo-
ple would come up to him at 
brunch to ask for a picture. 
Sometimes they were celeb-
rities.

“I have to put a little bit 
more of a guard up now,” he 
says via video conference from 
Los Angeles, where he’s cap-
ping off a life-changing year 
with a stint on “Dancing With 
the Stars.” “Because if I’m out 
with friends and I’m having 
a good time, which probably 
includes drinking” — he rolls 
his eyes for comic effect — “I 
don’t want to be too messy.”

This self-deprecating can-
dor is part of what has made 
Rigsby, 34, an unusually 
approachable fitness guru — 
a virtual confidant who helps 
distract from the pain of a 
grueling workout by trash-
talking Justin Timberlake and 
sharing cute stories about his 
boyfriend.

According to social media 
metrics, he is Peloton’s most 
popular teacher, with nearly 
a million Instagram followers. 
His 30-minute Britney Spears 

class has been taken 650,000 
times and counting — more 
than any other of the same 
length. Kristen Welker of NBC 
News took Rigsby’s classes to 
help her prepare to moderate 
the second presidential debate 
in 2020.

Not bad for a job Rigsby took 
to earn a few hundred bucks 
while trying to make it as a 
professional dancer.

Like members of the boy 
bands that Rigsby so often 
talks about, each Peloton 
instructor has a distinct per-
sonality type and teaching 
style: There’s the Spiritual 
One, the Quiet One, the Tech-
nical One. Rigsby is the Fun 
One, effortlessly playing the 
role of “everybody’s gay best 
friend,” as colleague Emma 
Lovewell puts it.

Tall and strapping, Rigsby 
has Mickey Mouse ears tat-
tooed on his arm. While other 
instructors focus on form or 
motivational pep talks, Rigsby 
peppers his class with kitschy 
catchphrases, stray pop cul-
ture observations and rants 
about his personal pet peeves. 
He’s been known to sound off 
on everything from Olive Gar-
den breadsticks to the horrors 
of the Chuck E. Cheese ball pit. 
In his popular themed class 
XOXO Cody, Rigsby spouts sex 
and love advice to a boisterous 
pop playlist.

More than anything, he 
loves Spears. Whenever her 
music plays during class — 
which is often — he exhorts 
his followers, “When we play 
Britney, we f— s— up.”

Rigsby’s lighthearted 
approach has endeared him to 
users, who upload his humor-
ous diatribes to TikTok and 
YouTube. On Etsy, you can buy 
Cody Rigsby prayer candles 

and mugs. There’s even a fan 
club.

Still, when Rigsby was 
announced as a “DWTS” cast 
member in September, some 
scoffed at the idea of a spin 
instructor as a bona-fide 
“star.”

“Celebrity isn’t the same 
celebrity it was when we 
started this show. It is a much 
bigger world than just people 
who are on television,” says 
co-executive producer Deena 
Katz, who has increasing-
ly cast influencers and other 
personalities who don’t fall 
into traditional categories of 
celebrity.

Lovewell, who has known 
Rigsby for about a decade, 
thinks there is something 
unique about the intimate yet 
virtual relationship between 
Peloton instructors and their 
audience.

“You’re encouraging them, 
you’re making them uncom-
fortable and out of breath 
and sweaty. They’re trusting 
you with their bodies, their 
minds and their hearts. It’s a 
very different experience than 
just watching somebody on a 
movie screen.”

Part of Rigsby’s appeal is 
his own story of triumph over 
adversity. His father died of a 
drug overdose when he was  a 
few months old. He was raised 
by a single mom — first in 
Burbank, then in Greensboro, 
North Carolina. Money was 
tight, and there were periods 
of homelessness.

The hardship “forced me to 
step up to the plate and be 
responsible for myself at a 
very early age,” says Rigs-
by, who is more earnest and 
subdued in conversation than 
his exuberant Peloton perso-
na would suggest. He speaks 

thoughtfully about how ther-
apy helped him work through 
the emotional baggage  of his 
childhood, and how he relo-
cated his mom, Cindy — who 
struggles with a variety of 
health problems — to Brook-
lyn, “so she can be comfort-
able and have as much joy as 
she can.”

Rigsby says he was always a 
natural performer,  teaching 
his  sixth-grade classmates 
the choreography he picked up 
from Spears’ videos. Though 
there was rarely enough 
money for dance lessons, he 
became involved in show choir 
and musical theater. “I really 
thrived in those spaces and 
got to express myself in really 
conservative North Carolina,” 
he says. “Even though people 
made fun of me for being gay, 
I still loved being onstage.”

After college, this led him to 
New York to train as a danc-
er,   juggling professional gigs 
(performing with Nicki Minaj 
at a Victoria’s Secret fash-
ion show) with whatever side 
hustle would help pay his bills 
(cater-waiter jobs).

Lovewell, who first bonded 
with Rigsby when they were 
hired to dance at a lavish 
Venetian-themed wedding in 
Washington, D.C., was imme-
diately struck by his sense of 
humor. “He says the things 
you’re thinking but would 
never say out loud, but it’s 
not mean,” she says. “It’s this 
delicate balance.”

Rigsby was working at the 
Box, a nightclub on the Lower 
East Side, when he heard 
about a new fitness compa-
ny looking for performers 
interested in teaching. He 
sent in a headshot to Pelo-
ton, figuring it would be a 
good side hustle, landing the 
job after a 10-minute inter-
view. He remembers inviting 
his friends — “20-something 
gay New Yorkers who will read 
you for filth if something’s 
bad” — to an early trial class. 
Within a year, he was teaching 
Peloton full time.

“They took a chance on me, 
and it paid off. And I took a 
chance on them, and it redi-
rected my life in a big way. It 
feels very divine, in a way.”

Peloton is “fitness meets 
entertainment,” says Rigs-
by, one of several instructors 
with a background in per-
formance (British instructor 
Bradley Rose even appeared in 

a Hallmark Christmas movie).
“There’s a lot of people who
can give a credible [fitness] 
class. But how do you keep
people engaged? How do you
keep people wanting to come
back for more? I think it is the
stories that we tell, the vul-
nerability that we show, the
laughter that we share.”

“DWTS,” where he’s com-
peted against Melanie “Sporty 
Spice” Chisholm, has been 
the realization of a child-
hood dream — literally. As a
kid, he used to have a recur-
ring dream  in which he was 
friends with the Spice Girls. “I
think it stems from watching 
‘Spice World’ so many times,” 
he says.

Still, the “DWTS” experi-
ence has been challenging.
For the first few weeks, he 
was flying to L.A. to tape the 
show, then returning to New 
York to teach Peloton. Worn 
down, Rigsby got a break-
through case of COVID-19 and 
was forced to compete virtual-
ly from his apartment, danc-
ing with partner Cheryl Burke 
via split screen — to  Spears, 
no less. “I’m still gutted,” he 
says.  To maintain his sanity, 
he’s staying put in L.A. for the 
remainder of the show, teach-
ing from a makeshift studio 
in Peloton’s Pasadena show-
room.

The judges have not been 
particularly kind to Rigsby, 
but his scores are improving. 
An avid fan of “RuPaul’s Drag 
Race,” Rigsby is  savvy enough 
about reality TV to take it
in stride. “I have to remind 
myself not to be a victim of a 
television storyline,” he says, 
“and to have fun, because 
that’s what this is all about.
To quote myself: ‘It’s not that 
deep, boo.’”

However his “DWTS” jour-
ney ends,  he has been intro-
duced to a larger audience
through the show,  and it 
has opened up opportunities
beyond the bike.

Rigsby isn’t the type to have 
a five-year plan, but he’d love
to do something else on TV, 
maybe as a judge or host. “If
RuPaul is listening, I’m com-
pletely open to doing ‘Celeb-
rity Drag Race,’” he says. “I
just want whatever I do to
be rooted in bringing joy and 
good energy into the world.”

©2021 Los Angeles Times. Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency, LLC. 

How an approachable fitness guru became a star
Cody Rigsby is featured in ‘Dancing with the Stars’ this season

CODY’S ADVICE  
TO THE STARS
Rigbsy is known for his straight talk 
about celebrities. We asked him to 
sound off on a selection of famous 
people and characters.
Carrie Bradshaw: Please fire 
whoever is the stylist on this new 
“Sex and the City.” What happened 
to Patricia Field? You let her go 
to “Emily in Paris” and you guys 
regret it.
Bennifer: Ben, don’t be surprised if 
you get your heart broken, so don’t 
get rid of your friends so quickly. 
You might need them.
Kim Kardashian: Girl, haven’t you 
made enough money? Just go 

retire, do nothing. And please don’t 
go back to Kanye.
Erika Jayne: I hope she’s 
renegotiating that Bravo contract. 
She’s gonna need more money.
Nicki Minaj: You literally are the 
best female rapper of all time. I 
feel that often you forget that and it 
comes out in insecurities.
Adele: Enjoy the reign you’re about 
to have.
Britney Spears: Do you and live 
your life. And be happy. Don’t worry 
about being pressured to make 
music or perform. The fans will still 
love you. Go have sex with Sam 
and have babies.

Eric McCandless / ABC / TNS
Cody Rigsby, left, and Cheryl Burke in a Halloween-themed episode of “Dancing with the Stars.”
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Nonstick pans are a 

godsend for frying eggs 
and flipping pancakes, 
and an enameled Dutch 
oven will never dis-
appoint while cooking 
soups, stews and sauces. 
But when it comes to 
the workhorse of kitch-
en equipment, nothing 
beats a well-seasoned 
cast-iron pan.

Not only is cast-
iron cookware rela-
tively inexpensive — a 
12-inch classic skillet 
from Lodge costs less 
than $30 at Target — 
it’s incredibly versatile. 
You might think grand-
ma used it just for fry-
ing chicken or making 
cornbread, but you also 
can roast a chicken or 
sear a steak in a cast-
iron pan, use one to 
make the fluffiest pan-
cakes, bake a deep-dish 
pizza or loaf of bread in 
one, or even panfry a 
delicate piece of fish.

Properly seasoned, 
cast-iron pans boast 
a silky, shiny surface 
that’s naturally non-
stick, eliminating the 
need for added fats. It 
also retains even, con-
stant heat if the pan 
has been preheated over 
medium-high heat on 
the stovetop or in a 
500-degree oven.

Not sold? The cook-
ware also can go direct-
ly from the stovetop or 
oven to the table, and if 
you take care of it prop-
erly, cast-iron lasts for 
generations, earning it 
points for sustainability.

Cooking on cast iron 
might even be good for 
your health, because a 
small amount of iron 
is transferred from the 
pan to your food to your 
body every time you use 
it.

Below, we demon-
strate cast-iron cook-
ware’s versatility with 
three fall recipes.

©2021 the Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette. Distributed by Tribune 

Content Agency, LLC. 

It’s time to embrace the cast-iron skillet
Enjoy 3 
recipes 
perfect for 
the kitchen 
workhorse

PAN-SEARED  
SAUSAGE WITH APPLES
PG tested

Fall is apple season, and a favorite pair-
ing for the fruit is sweet Italian sausage. 
This skillet dish comes together quickly, 
and is full of wonderful autumn flavor. 
The choice of apple is key: You need to 
use a firm variety such as Pink Lady or 
Gala that will hold up to heat well. (Red 
and Gold Delicious will get mushy.) Serve 

with crusty Italian bread and a glass of 
chianti.
1 tablespoon olive oil
4 tart apples, each cored and cut into 8 slices
1/2 red small red cabbage, shredded
4 sweet Italian sausages (about 1 1/2 pounds)
1/4 cup dry white wine
2 tablespoons white wine or Champagne vinegar
Kosher salt and freshly ground black pepper
Heat oil in a large cast-iron skillet over medium-
high heat. Add apples, cut side down, turning 
occasionally, until apples are golden brown, 5-8 

minutes. Add cabbage and continue to cook until 
cabbage is wilted, about 4 to 5 minutes.
Prick sausages with a fork, then add to skillet. Cook, 
turning occasionally, until sausage is browned and 
cooked through, 10-12 minutes.
Add wine and vinegar to skillet. Bring to a boil, 
reduce heat, and simmer until sauce is thick enough 
to coat a spoon, about 4 minutes. Season to taste 
with salt and pepper.
Serve with pan juices spooned over, with some 
crusty bread for sopping up sauce.
Serves 4.

— Adapted from bonappetit.com

Gretchen McKay / Pittsburgh Post-Gazette / TNS
Sweet Italian sausage sizzles in the same pan as sliced apple and red cabbage in this easy skillet recipe.

SKILLET SWEET POTATO HASH
PG tested

This easy breakfast dish is a favorite 
of Lawrenceville resident Mike Sanders, 
who has been collecting vintage Griswold 
cast-iron pans for decades. It’s super 
easy and super nutritious, and comes 
together in minutes.

If a cast-iron pan is properly seasoned 
(with a dark, semi-glossy finish and no 
rust or rough spots) neither the potatoes 
nor the eggs will stick. He adds a simple 
garnish of Sriracha sauce to spice things 
up, and parsley to make it pretty.

This recipe uses three pans, but as 
Sanders points out, clean up is pretty easy 
in a cast-iron pan — simply wipe interi-
or surface of the still-warm skillet with 
paper towels to remove any excess food 
and oil, then rinse under hot water with a 
sponge or nonabrasive scrubber.
Olive oil, for pan
1 medium sweet potato, peeled and shredded 
(about 2 cups)
Salt and freshly ground black pepper
Butter for pan
2 eggs
2 thick slices smoked ham
Chopped parsley, for garnish
Heat a medium cast-iron pan over medium heat 
and add 1 tablespoon or two of olive oil, swirling to 
coat the pan. Once sizzling, add shredded sweet 
potato in a single layer, season generously with 
salt and pepper and cook, turning every so often 

with a spatula, until the potatoes are soft and nicely 
browned, and you can’t make out the individual 
shreds. Cover, and keep warm while you prepare 
the eggs.
Heat another pan over medium heat, and then add 1 
tablespoon or so of butter. Reduce heat to low, then 
break 2 eggs into pan. Cover with a lid, and cook 
until egg white is set, around 3 minutes.
While eggs are cooking, heat a flat skillet over 

medium heat, then add 2 slices of ham. Pan fry until 
brown and crispy, about 2-3 minutes per side.
Spoon sweet potatoes onto a plate, then top with 
fried eggs. Place ham beside hash, and drizzle 
Sriracha sauce over top. Garnish with chopped 
parsley, and serve immediately.
Serves 1.

— Mike Sanders

Steve Mellon / Pittsburgh Post-Gazette / TNS
A dish that includes eggs and sweet potatoes, prepared in Griswold cast iron skillets, 
restored by Mike Sanders, on Oct. 25 at Sanders’s Lawrenceville home. 

ROASTED  
MUSHROOM AND 
BACON DUTCH BABY

The large, fluffy pancake 
known as the Dutch baby is 
often made with sweet ingre-
dients for breakfast or des-
sert. But the one-pan dish 
also lends itself to savory 
preparations, and it’s the 
perfect food to make in a 
properly seasoned cast-iron 
skillet.

Baked in the oven instead 
of fried on the stovetop, the 
pancake is topped with a 
scrumptious mix of roasted 
mushroom, crispy bacon and 
cheddar cheese. Served with a 
simple green salad, it makes a 
terrific lunch or light supper.

For a vegetarian dish, sim-
ply omit the bacon.
1 pound mixed mushrooms (such as 
cremini, button or shiitake), sliced
4 slices bacon, sliced
3 large eggs
1 clove garlic, chopped
3/4 cup whole milk
3 tablespoons unsalted butter, 
melted, divided
1/2 cup all-purpose flour, spooned 

and leveled
2 tablespoons cornstarch
Kosher salt
1 tablespoon fresh thyme
2 ounces cheddar cheese, grated 
(about 1/2 cup)
1 scallion, thinly sliced
2 tablespoons chopped flat-leaf 
parsley
Set oven racks in middle and upper 
positions. Preheat oven to 450 
degrees. Place mushrooms and 
bacon on a rimmed baking sheet. 
Place on top rack in oven while 
preheating, and roast, stirring once, 
until mushrooms are golden brown, 
25 to 30 minutes. Place a 10-inch 
cast-iron skillet on middle rack and 
heat for 15 minutes.
Place eggs and garlic in a blender. 
Process on high until frothy, 45 
seconds. With blender running, 
gradually add milk and 2 tablespoons 
butter; stop blender. Add flour, 
cornstarch, and 1/4 teaspoon salt; 
process 1 minute. Fold in thyme.
Carefully add remaining tablespoon 
butter to heated skillet and swirl to 
coat. Immediately add batter. Bake 
until golden brown and puffed, 14 to 
16 minutes. Sprinkle with cheese and 
bake until melted, 3 to 5 minutes.
Top with mushroom mixture, scallions 
and parsley.
Serves 4-6.

— Countryliving.com

Gretchen McKay / Pittsburgh Post-Gazette / TNS
Baked in a cast-iron pan, this savory Dutch baby is topped with roasted mushrooms, bacon 
and shredded cheddar.
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Bob Melvin brings temperament, track record to Padres
‘REAL DEAL’ MANAGER

Mets may struggle to keep deGrom healthy

K.C. Alfred / San Diego Union-Tribune / TNS
Bob Melvin is introduced as San Diego Padres manager at Petco Park on Monday in San Diego.

By Bryce Miller
The San Diego Union-Tribune

The vital selling point 
that new Padres 
manager Bob Melvin 

can connect with oodles of 
clubhouse characters was 
tested long before the sides 
hammered out a three-
year deal worth about $12 
million.

In one sit-down with 
President of Baseball 
Operations A.J. Preller, 
Melvin parked across from 
a guy in a T-shirt and gym 
shorts with basketballs 
dotting the backdrop. In 
another, the 60-year-old 
kept a straight face as he 
exchanged philosophical 
notes with … Ted Lasso.

Yes, the think-like-a-
goldfish star of the hit Apple 
TV+ series.

“We had an all-employee 
meeting last Wednesday,” 
CEO Erik Greupner 
said Monday, following 
Melvin’s introductory 
news conference at Petco 
Park. “Since it was close to 
Halloween, we encouraged 
everyone to dress up.

“I actually went up and 
interviewed (Melvin), not 
in character, but at least in 

costume, as Ted Lasso. He 
asked if I had any coaching 
advice for him. I said, no, 
despite the costume, that’s 
not my area of expertise.”

As a fresh week began, 
Greupner’s mustache 
was gone — but Melvin 
remained.

The offbeat meet-and-
greets say a little something 
about the roll-with-the-
punches ease Melvin 
approaches all types of 
conversations, from high-
maintenance stars to finicky 
front offices.

San Diego finally got 
to see Melvin, hear him, 
gauge his temperament and 
temperature, while gaining 
a glimpse of the managerial 
calm forged from 2,618 
big-league games across 18 
seasons in both leagues.

He’s the been there, done 
that guy.

Melvin gushed about 
the city, the ballpark and 
a random Tuesday in July 
when the A’s played in front 
of 40,000 at Petco. Then he 
flashed the perspective and 
poise the Padres have sorely 
lacked.

“The roster is the real 
hook,” he said.

If the new manager does 
not believe in the clubhouse 
he’s being handed, a sub-
.500 train wreck in this 
case, what’s the point? It’s 
not about sunshine, craft 
beer and butts in seats. 
Melvin, affable and astute, 
has one job and knows 
it: Fix this group by first 
finding its pulse.

The reason there’s 
confidence he can do that, 
where others have failed? 
He’s been that way since 
Day 1 in 2003.

“You can’t go wrong 
with a Bob Melvin, just 
his presence and the tone 
he sets,” said Bret Boone, 
the former All-Star second 
baseman who played 
for Melvin during the 
manager’s first two seasons 
in Seattle.

“It’s a real calming 
influence with Bob at the 
helm. There’s a lot of 
stability, the track record, 
a very accomplished big-
league veteran manager. The 
success he’s had gives him 
instant credibility when he 
walks into that clubhouse.”

“It’s all about winning 
at this point,” Melvin 
reminded. “When you have 

a roster like that and have 
the people who give you the 
resources and backing to 
do it, I don’t know if there 
is a better destination in 
baseball.”

Melvin appeared 
uncommonly comfortable 
is his own skin Monday, as 
opposed to the unsettling 
nervousness of Jayce 
Tingler’s hiring day two 
years ago. One person glided 
from one conversation to 
the next. Tingler, through 
no fault of his own, seemed 
like a cat gingerly paw-
hopping across a metal roof 
in August.

Boone spent more time 
around Melvin as a special 
assistant to the Mariners 
a half-dozen seasons ago. 
Very good had become even 
better.

“He was very sure of 
himself,” Boone said. “Like 
a player who comes in with 
his hair on fire as a rookie, 
then has some All-Star 
games, some postseason 
experience, he has a 
different demeanor.

“He’s a polished product. 
That’s Bob.”

©2021 The San Diego Union-Tribune. 
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, 

LLC.

By Deesha Thosar
New York Daily News

In the final months of this 
past season, the best pitcher 
in baseball was often seen 
shagging fly balls in the out-
field, goofing around with 
his teammates and field-
ing grounders at shortstop. 
Jacob deGrom, sidelined from 
viciously competing in the 
sport that he loves, was obvi-
ously bored. His world class 
talent was wasted in the sec-
ond half of the 2021 sea-
son as the human arm on 
his made-for-pitching body 
— a 6-foot-4, 180-pound 
slingshot hurling triple-dig-
it heaters — prevented him 
from putting on the best 
show across the sport.

DeGrom and the Mets 
would like to avoid another 
such year of tending to minor 
injuries — the ace experi-
enced five different maladies 
in the past six months — and 
they may have to accept a 
heartbreaking reality to put 
him in the best position to 
succeed. The 33-year-old 
wondered aloud last season if 

his increased fastball velocity 
(deGrom threw harder than 
he ever has in his eight years 

in the majors) was messing 
with his arm/body health.

It’s fair to question wheth-

er deGrom can stay healthy 
for a full season by better 
controlling his velocity and 

throwing fewer 100+ mph
fastballs. Perhaps the solu-
tion involves shorter outings 
and limited pitch counts. 
It’s depressing to envision
deGrom being pulled from a 
shutout start, for example, 
simply to prioritize his dura-
bility and longevity. But it 
may be essential for his con-
tinued success.

DeGrom also pinned most 
of his five injuries in 2021 
on swinging at the plate. A 
former college shortstop who 
bats left-handed, deGrom hit 
.364 with a .758 OPS this
past season, which resulted 
in his nomination for a Silver 
Slugger award. He finished
tied for third in MLB in hits 
as a pitcher, despite missing 
the second half. If deGrom’s 
aches and pains can be solved 
with a universal DH, which 
is expected to be included in 
the league’s new Collective 
Bargaining Agreement, the 
Mets may be able to breathe 
a bit easier when it comes to 
their ace.

©2021 New York Daily News. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Elsa / Getty Images / TNS

By Simon Jennings
Reuters

The Chinese men’s ice 
hockey team will not be 
removed from the tourna-
ment at next year’s Win-
ter Olympics in Beijing, the 
International Ice Hockey 
Federation said on Tuesday.

China is guaranteed a spot 
in the ice hockey tourna-
ment due to its status as host 
nation, but IIHF president 
Luc Tardif said in September 
that the men’s team could be 
prevented from playing due 
to its “insufficient sporting 
standard”.

Tardif, who had also raised 
concerns that the possibility 
of China being comfortably 
beaten in all their matches 
in Beijing would adversely 
affect the tournament and 
the sport of ice hockey in 
general, has now rowed back 
on his earlier comments.

“To be clear, the IIHF is 
not going to remove the Chi-
nese team from the Olympic 
Games, the status of the men’s 
national team as a host nation 
participant in the Olympic 
ice hockey tournament was 
confirmed by Congress and 
remains unchanged,” he told 
the IIHF Council at a meeting 
in Zurich.

“We are working with the 
CIHA (Chinese Ice Hockey 
Association) to confirm their 
player eligibility according to 
IIHF rules, and we will con-
tinue to assist them as they 
work towards preparing their 
team for the Olympic Games.”

The IIHF added in a state-
ment that it was working 
with the CIHA to schedule two 
games with the Chinese men’s 
team as part of efforts to eval-
uate their preparations for the 
Games.

Eligible national Chinese 
team players will compete as 
part of the Kunlun Red Star 
team in Kontinental Hockey 
League games on Nov. 15 and 
17, after which the IIHF Coun-
cil will reconvene to discuss 
the next steps forward for the 
team.

No plans 
to remove 
China 
hockey
IIHF confirms Chinese 
men’s team plans to 
compete in Olympics

“To be clear, the IIHF is not 
going to remove the Chinese 

team from the Olympic 
Games, the status of the men’s 
national team as a host nation 

participant in the Olympic 
ice hockey tournament was 

LUC TARDIF, IIHF PRESIDENT



By Mick Hatten
Forum News Service

St. Cloud, Minn.

The recruiting process 
for some players can be 
relatively short. Under the 

new NCAA Division I rules, 
players cannot be contacted 
until Jan. 1 of their sophomore 
year of high school by colleges.

There are players who will 
commit to a college that next 
year. Then there are players 
where the recruiting process 
can last a few years. St. Cloud 
Norsemen forward Ryan 
O’Neill is one of those players.

He first received recruiting 
looks from Leon Hayward 
when he was an assistant 
coach at Colorado College 
and O’Neill was playing for 
St. Thomas Academy. O’Neill 
graduated from high school in 
2019 and has begun his third 
season playing junior hockey 
for the St. Cloud franchise in 
the North American Hockey 
League.

Hayward took a job as 
an assistant coach at the 
University of St. Thomas this 
summer. O’Neill verbally 
committed to the Tommies on 
Sunday, Oct. 24.

“Toward the end of last year, 
when our (Norsemen) team 
started having some success, 
he started to watch (me) 
then,” O’Neill said of Hayward. 
“It just kind of picked up at 
the start of this year.

“About a week ago, I went 
and visited (St. Thomas). I just 
felt like it was right,” he said. 
“I’m really excited about how 
it’s a new (Division I) program 
and that’s going to be cool to 
be a part of. It’s really good 
academically. It’s close to 
home and it’s cool to play that 
close to home. There’s a lot to 
like. It’s a smaller school, but 
it doesn’t necessarily have that 
feel.”

O’Neill said that he knows 

where everything is at St. 
Thomas Ice Arena in Mendota 
Heights and he will “just be 
moving over one locker room” 
from where he played high 
school hockey.

Developing in juniors
O’Neill, who turned 20 in 

February, has gotten more 
productive each season in the 
NAHL. In 2019-20, he had 12 
goals, 26 points, six penalty 
minutes and was a minus-
14. Last season, he led the 
Norsemen in goals (18), was 
second on the team in points 
(40), had 14 penalty minutes 
and was a minus-6. He came 
on at the end of last season, 
picking up 10 goals and 19 
points in St. Cloud’s last 18 
games.

This season, he leads the 
Norsemen in assists (9), points 
(14), is tied for the team lead 
in goals (5) and is a plus-5 in 
nine games.

“Junior hockey is a long 
process, that’s for sure,” 

said O’Neill, who is listed at 
5-foot-10 and 175 pounds. “My 
first year, I was new to the 
whole thing. It was all right, 
but obviously, I thought I had 
more in me.

“Toward the second half of 
last year, I started to figure 
out more about how much 
really goes into it and how 
much hard work you have to 
do. There’s a lot that goes into 
it and all of the little things 
that matter. I think it’s finally 
starting to come together.”

During last offseason, O’Neill 
said he worked on his strength 
and developing good eating 
and sleeping habits. Norsemen 
coach Corey Millen said that 
he had a long exit interview 
with O’Neill after last season 
because he wanted to know 
what more he could do to 
become a Division I player.

“What you put into it is 
what you get out of it and and 
I know he put in a real good 
summer,” Millen said. “He 

worked hard in the gym and on 
the ice. He put the work in.”

With being in good shape 
and playing in his third junior 
season, he is playing with 
more confidence.

“I can play with speed, I 
think I have a good hockey 
IQ and see the ice well,” said 
O’Neill, who is playing wing 
for the Norsemen. “I think I 
make my teammates better 
and give them opportunities to 
score.

“I think I can play any 
role whether it’s keeping it 
simple with dump-and-chase 
(hockey) or if we need to score 
late in a game.”

Millen, a former NHL player 
and All-American at the 
University of Minnesota, said 
that O’Neill has more than one 
element that he provides to the 
team.

“Ryan’s got a good mix to 
his game — he’s got a good 
brain, a good stick and he’s got 
offensive ability,” Millen said. 
“When he really competes, it’s 
a good combination with his 
skill level.

“He’s not a burner, but he 
skates well. He competes hard 
on pucks. When he does that, 
he’s a horse.”

O’Neill said he thinks he will 
major in finance in college 
and has been taking at least 
one class through Century 
Community College in White 
Bear Lake.

His commitment to St. 
Thomas gives the Norsemen 
six players who have 
committed to Division I 
schools. The other five are 
defenseman Sam Duerr 
(Maine), goalie Josh Langford 
(Maine), defenseman John 
Opilka (St. Cloud State), 
forward Blake Perbix (Northern 
Michigan) and forward Nate 
Warner (Minnesota).

Mick Hatten can be reached at mhatten@
forumcomm.com. Follow him @MickHatten 

on Twitter, Instagram.

RECRUITMENT JOURNEY 
COMES FULL CIRCLE

After rededicating himself, St. Cloud’s O’Neill heads 
to familiar territory by committing to St. Thomas
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With players 
receiving an extra 
year of eligibility, 
should any NCAA or 
team career records 
that are set in the 
next few years have 

Answers:
Hatten (SCSU): 

I think that’s only 
fair. The majority of 
the career records 
out there have 
been set by players 
who have done so 
in a four-season 
(maximum) time 
period. If players 
break records in that 
fifth season, there 
should be some 
notation about it.

Wellens (UMD): 
I don’t think an 
asterisk is necessary 
in this case, as most 
players who are 
receiving a fifth year 
of eligibility played 
a shortened 2019-
20 and 2020-21 
season. Last year the 
maximum number 
of games played by 
anyone was 31, with 
most teams playing 
under 30. Meanwhile 
in the 1980s, you 
had teams playing 
up to 48 games 
a season (see the 
1984-85 Bulldogs).

Schlossman 
(UND): Until the 
1970s, players only 
had three years of 
eligibility because 
freshmen weren’t 
allowed to play. No 
distinction is made 
for players who had 
three years. None 
should be made for 
those who get five.

Myers 
(Minnesota): Players 
can’t control how 
many games or 
seasons they play. 
All they can control 
is what they do on 
the ice. I say that 
the career scoring 
records should 
stand as-is, with no 
asterisk if a player 
got an extra season.

Frederick (MSU-
Mankato): So if 
Dryden McKay 
happens to come 
back for a fifth 
season and pushes 
the men’s shutout 
record to, say, 40, 
should it have an 
asterisk? Hmm. I 
don’t know if it 
necessarily needs 
one, but its probably 
worth putting into 
context for the 
record-book readers.

Babcock (BSU): I 
think they should, 
but there should 
be some sort of 
education process 
tied into it. Everyone 
who’s gone through 
the COVID-19 
pandemic will likely 
understand what the 
asterisk means, but 
future generations 
probably won’t.

Photos contributed / Pete Knutson
St. Cloud Norsemen forward Ryan O’Neill recently verbally committed to play NCAA Division I hockey for the University of St. Thomas.

St. Cloud Norsemen forward Ryan O’Neill recently verbally 
committed to play NCAA Division I hockey for the University of 
St. Thomas. O’Neill leads the Norsemen in assists (9) and points 
(14) in nine games this season. In three NAHL seasons, he has 35 
goals, 80 points and 20 penalty minutes in 112 games.
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