
By Shannon Geisen
Park Rapids Enterprise

Thirteen hearty souls 
plunged into 11th 
Crow Wing Lake on 

Saturday, cheered on by 
locals.

This was the 16th 
anniversary of Audrey’s 
Purple Dream, held in 
honor of lifelong Akeley 
resident Audrey Pidde, 
who was diagnosed with 
lung cancer in 2004. 
Her dream was to take 
a trip to Alaska, but she 
passed away before that 
trip was realized. 

This year’s polar 
plungers raised around 
$6,300, which will 
benefit area cancer 
patients.

Many paid tribute to 
their own loved ones 
who have or are fighting 
cancer.

Cynthia McGrath 
participated because 
“it’s a wonderful cause. 
They’ve helped many of 
my friends.” She raised 
$660.

As she emerged 
with a curse word, she 
colorfully confirmed 
that the water was 
cold. Park Rapids DNR 
Fisheries staff estimated 
the lake temperature 
was 36 degrees. 
Meanwhile, the air 
temperature hit a high 
of 1 degree on Saturday, 
with wind chills dipping 

well below zero.
Randy Leritz of Park 

Rapids dove for the first 
time. He gathered $120 
for the cause.  He did it 
in honor of Arnie Leritz, 
who died in Nov. 2021 
from lymphoma. 

“You can do it!” 
the crowd shouted. 

When Randy hesitated, 
someone called out, 
“It’s not getting any 
warmer!”

Brandy Vredenburg 
raised an impressive 
$1,200 – and birthday 
wishes from the 
audience. 

Kevin George, a 

Park Rapids resident, 
jumped for Jerry Olson, 
who died of cancer last 
summer.

Laura Powers is queen 
of the polar plunge. She 
has participated every 
single year, in honor of 
Audrey, her mother and 

www.parkrapidsenterprise.comWednesday, February 16, 2022 

LIFE 
COLUMNIST 
REVIEWS ‘THE 
BODY KEEPS 
SCORE’
PAGE 10

SPORTS 
GYMNASTS END 
YEAR IN STYLE
AT SECTIONS
PAGE 6

ONLINE
Now playing: Click on 
“Marketplace” for videos, 
special deals and a local 
business directory.

OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER FOR HUBBARD COUNTY

OFFICIAL VOICE OF THE MISSISSIPPI HEADWATERS

$2.00

Available even on days your 
print paper is not delivered!

Get the newspaper 
format you love 

EVERY DAY.

Open your phone 
or tablet's camera 
and point it at the 
code below any 
time after 6 a.m. 
each day to access 
that day's print 
replica.

‘Starting over 
from scratch’
Donations sought so Rittgers 
can rebuild after house fire

Audrey’s Purple Dream raises more than $6,000

AKELEY’S ANSWER 
TO CANCER

Photos by Shannon Geisen / Enterprise
Kevin George playfully got all dolled up for Audrey’s Purple Plunge, held Saturday in Akeley.

By Lorie Skarpness
Park Rapids Enterprise
A GoFundMe page has 

been set up to help the 
Joe and Jenny Rittgers’ 
family after a house fire 
Sunday night left them 
without a place to call 
home. 

They had been at a 
family member’s home 
watching the Super 
Bowl and headed home 
around 8:30 p.m. to get 
the boys ready for bed.

“When we got home, 
my husband opened the 
door and smoke came 
rolling out,” Jenny said.

“The hardest part was 
losing our cat, Tiger, 
and our dog, Lindy. We 
tried to save our dog 
and I got her to the Ark, 
but she had too exten-
sive smoke inhalation. 
We can replace all kinds 
of things, but we sure 
did love our animals.”

The family stayed 
with Joe’s parents, 
Denise and Perry Ritt-
gers of Nevis, Sunday 
night. “Our kids are 
super comfortable there 
and it feels like home,” 
she said. 

A family’s cabin will 
provide temporary 
housing going forward. 

“We’re very fortunate 
that way,” she said. 

Both Joe and Jenny 
grew up in the commu-
nity. Joe is a graduate 
of Nevis High School 
and Jenny (formerly 
Gravalin) of Park Rap-
ids Area High School. 
The couple has two 
children. Bennet, 7, is 
in second grade at Nevis 
School and Hudson, 4, 

attends preschool at 
Nevis.

Joe is a school 
resource/liaison officer 
at Park Rapids Schools 
and Jenny is the school 
nurse in Nevis.

Starting over 
Jenny said due to 

extensive smoke dam-
age in the home they 
will need to replace 
almost everything.

 “We’re starting over 
from scratch,“ she said.

In practical terms, 
that means everything 
from buying all the gro-
ceries needed for a fam-
ily of four to replacing 
clothes, books and toys. 

“Hudson really loves 
dinosaurs and Bennet 
loves football and bas-
ketball,” she said.

As of Monday after-
noon, almost $10,000 
of the $50,000 goal for 
the “Help the Rittgers 
Rebuild” fund had been 
raised on the GoFund-
Me page.

“We have a hard 
time asking for help, 
but really appreciate 
it,” Jenny said Mon-
day. “We just are really 

Contributed/ Jenny Rittgers
Joe and Jenny Rittgers of Nevis and their sons, 
Bennet and Hudson, are staying at a family cabin 

GoFundMe account has been set up to help the 
family.
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Cynthia McGrath took the plunge, saying it was for a good cause. She thanked
Audrey’s Purple Dream for helping so many of her friends.

By Lorie Skarpness
Park Rapids Enterprise
The Akeley City Council 

will hold a special meet-
ing at 6 p.m. Wednes-
day, Feb. 23 to discuss 
a possible pay increase 
for Deputy Clerk Kella 
Dunham.

Mayor Brian Hitchcock 
requested the special 

meeting.
“With the pay equity 

thing, we are in compli-
ance – that’s definitely 
not a concern, but they 
noted that our deputy 
clerk is only making X 
amount of dollars and I’d 
like to see that increase, 
if possible,” Hitchcock 
said. “Obviously, the 

budget has already been 
sent and we’re using 
it, but if we could find 
the money to do, that it 
would be great.”

“Good help’s hard to 
find, so we want to keep 
her,” council member 
Dan Riggs said. 

In other business, the 
council:

Heard from Riggs 
that the city pier got hit 
by a vehicle. Police Chief 
Jimmy Hansen said he 
talked to the person who 
hit the pier owned by the 
DNR and maintained by 
the city, and the peo-
ple responsible said they 

Deputy clerk’s wages prompt 
Akeley special meeting

MEETING: Page 3

How to help
In addition to the 
GoFundMe page, 
monetary donations for 
the Rittgers Rebuild Fund 
may also be brought to 
the Nevis School or to 
Shelly Walsh at the Park 
Rapids Area High School 
office. Gift cards to area 
stores to help the family 
with replacing clothing 
and other items are also 
welcome.



From the Hubbard County 
dispatch blotter. Hubbard Coun-
ty incidents are also published 
online at parkrapidsenterprise.
com.
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1011 1st St. E., Ste. 6 
Park Rapids, MN 56470 

(218) 732-3364

SALES CONSULTANT
Would you enjoy helping businesses 
promote and support the wonderful 
community they live and work in?
Our current opening for a Full-time 
Multimedia Sales Consultant with the 
Park Rapids Enterprise in Park Rapids, 

Duties include selling marketing solutions 

The Park Rapids Enterprise is a daily 
media resource online & a twice a week 
newspaper providing the community a 
strong online presence and top-quality 

The area is known for its year-round 
recreational fun at the lakes, trails, 
museums, arts facilities, and bustling 
downtown as well as its small-town feel 

package including PTO, paid holidays, 

Sales and marketing experience or related 

Candidates must have reliable 
transportation and a valid driver’s license 
with a driving record that is insurable by 

For more information contact Todd Keute, 
Publisher/Advertising Director at  
tkeute@bemidjipioneer.com  
Or if you are ready to apply, go to  
www.forumcomm.com/careers

Application Deadline: 2/25/2022

732-3347 • 800-457-2438

CALL FOR DETAILS

www.thielenmotors.com • Hwy. 34 E., Park Rapids

Consign your vehicle with us!

By Shannon Geisen

County Administrator 
Jeff Cadwell presented 
options for scaling down 
the county’s existing 
logo.

It currently incorpo-
rates seven colors, which 
is cumbersome to use 
and costly to reproduce, 
he explained at the Feb. 
8 work session.

As part of the coun-
ty’s strategic commu-
nications plan, Cadwell 
said the county should 
establish graphic iden-
tity standards, such as 
typefaces, font size and 
color specifications. 

“It’s important in cre-
ating a brand,” he said. 
“The original logo has 
seven colors, and it has 
the amount of detail that 

really requires all seven 
colors to make it distinct 
and differentiate it.”

Cadwell showed exam-
ples of the logo with 
only two, three, four or 
five colors. To accom-
plish this, details were 
removed from the loon, 
lake or tree. When the 
logo is reduced in size, 
say, for letterhead, those 
details are already lost, 

he explained. 
Cadwell said the orig-

inal should be used 
when it isn’t costly, but 
there are times where a 
one-color nameplate or 
a simplified color pal-
ette makes more sense. 
Public works vehicles 
could utilize the name-
plate, for instance, while 
still keeping within the 
county’s brand. 

Without logo specifi-
cations, county depart-
ments are not uniformly 
using the logo online or 
in presentations, Cad-
well continued.

The original logo was 
created around 2014. 

He recommended 
a three- or four-color 
version. Cadwell said he
would return with more 
samples and details.

Shannon Geisen can be reached 
at sgeisen@parkrapidsenterprise.

com.

County considers 
simplified logo

HUBBARD COUNTY INCIDENTS



thankful that so many 
people have reached out 
already. Family, friends, 
the whole community. 
And the firefighters and 
first responders and 
law enforcement who 
came. And the Ark for 
trying to save our dog. 
Lots and lots of support. 
Right now, we’re just 
trying to get our life 
back together.”

Fire chief’s report
While the family has a 

Nevis address, they are 
in the Park Rapids fire 
district.

Park Rapids Fire Chief 
Joe Carlson said 20 
personnel and five fire 
apparatus responded to 
the fire. Nevis provided 
mutual aid with 11 per-
sonnel and four vehi-
cles. 

The state fire mar-
shall was on the site 
Monday. 

“As of now, the cause 
is still undetermined,” 
Carlson said. 

He said the page for 
the fire came in at 8:59 
p.m. and they cleared 
the scene at 10:47 p.m. 

“The ground level 
basement is where 

the fire was. We saw 
an orange glow in the 
window and sent crews 
in and they knocked 
that down pretty quick-
ly. A couple minutes, 
really. It had extended 
into the main level as 
well, and they knocked 
that down pretty quick-
ly, too, using a minimal 
amount of water, which 
obviously helps with the 
integrity of the build-
ing. In one room in the 
basement, the ceiling is 
burned and the adja-
cent floor above that is 
burned.”

A handheld device 
showed where a hot 
spot was. 

“We just got one to 
test it out and I think 
we’re probably going 
to get more,” Carlson 
said. “It shows differ-
ences in temperatures 
from outside the build-
ing. Instead of trying to 
guess where the fire is 
when we go in the door, 
we can know where it 
is.” 

Carlson said the 
homeowners got the 
dog out before they 
arrived on scene.

Carlson has been 
trained in Basic Ani-
mal Rescue Techniques, 
including how to give 
animals oxygen. 

The fire crew searched 

for the cat, but it was 
deceased when they 
found it. 

“Unfortunately, we 
weren’t able to find the 
cat in time,” he said. 

After the fire was 
under control, they 
stayed to make sure 
there weren’t any flare 
ups.

“We ventilated to 
get the smoke out of 
the building, putting 
fans in the basements, 
made sure we had every 

bit of the fire out so it 
wouldn’t rekindle,” he 
said. “Then we closed 
up all the windows to 
protect the property as 
best as we could.”

Carlson said when the 
weather is cold like it 
was Sunday night, there 
are extra challenges for 
firefighters.

“We need to keep 
water flowing in the 
nozzles, so the hoses 
don’t freeze even when 
we’re not using them,” 

he said. “We also rotate 
our people. When they 
are in a hot environ-
ment fighting the fire, 
they get sweaty, and 
then once outside get 
cold pretty quick, so we 
make sure they can get 
in a vehicle. Everything 
went very smooth-
ly, everyone acted very 
professionally and I was 
very proud of them.”
Lorie Skarpness can be reached at 
lskarpness@parkrapidsenterprise.

com
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Installation of insulation 
and other energy-saving 
products could make you 
eligible for a tax rebate. 
Homeowners often look to 
make improvements to their 
homes to improve aesthet-
ics, save money or make their 
homes more energy efficient.
What they may not know is 
that certain home improve-
ments may qualify them for 
manufacturer or energy sup-
plier rebates and even federal 
tax credits that can help a per-
son save even more.
Not all products are eligible 
each year, so it’s beneficial 
to know what tax incentives 
are out there regarding home 
retrofits. Here are some pro-
grams to keep in mind.
Installation and replacement 
of biomass stoves, HVAC sys-
tems, insulation, metal and 
asphalt roofs, non-solar water 
heaters, and windows/doors 
can earn a person up to 10 
percent of the cost, up to $500, 
or a specific amount from $50 
to $300. Improvements must 
have been done to an existing 
home and principal residence 
by the end of the tax year.
Federal tax credits for 2012 in-
clude geothermal heat pumps.
These are similar to ordi-
nary heat pumps, but use the 
ground instead of outside air 
to provide heating, air condi-
tioning and, in most cases, hot 
water. Use of small residential 
wind turbines, and solar en-
ergy systems, including solar 
water heaters and photovol-
taic panels, are also eligible. 

These tax credits offer 30 per-
cent of the cost of the renova-
tion with no upper limit.
Visit Energy.gov/savings 
to determine any addition-
al rebate and savings pro-

grams that may be offered in  
your state.
Homeowners looking to do 
improvements can go online 
or consult with a tax profes-
sional to determine which 

improvements may be eligible 
for tax credits or incentives. 
With the energy saved and the 
credit, it could add up to con-
siderable savings on the new 
product.

ACCOUNTING@NORTHWOODSTAX.NET 
Does not include audit, attest or other services for which a license is required. OBTP#B13696 ©2017 HRB Tax Group, Inc.14

-2
07

6

218-732-9713 
511 S PARK AVE | PARK RAPIDS, MN 56470

NORTHWOODS TAX PROFESSIONALS

HOME IMPROVEMENTS ELIGIBLE
FOR TAX BREAKS OR REBATES

� Tax Preparation & Planning
� Financial Statement Preparation
� Payroll Service & Consulting
� Computer Bookkeeping Service
� Auditing & Review Services
Providing Complete Accounting

& Auditing Services to
Northern Minnesota

218-732-5769
Located on Hwy. 34 East, Park Rapids (Across from Holiday)

15357 Hwy. 71, Park Rapids • (218) 732-1461

Open your heart.
Open your home.

Wallace and Beans are just two of the adorable pets 
you’ll find ready for adoption now at the Headwaters 

Animal Shelter. 
Come visit them! 

THIS AD DONATED BY THE PARK RAPIDS ENTERPRISE AND...

HeadwatersAnimalShelter.org • 237-7100
901 Western Ave. S. • Open 11 am-5 pm Mon.-Sat.

(1 blk. W. of West 40, then S. 1/2 mi.)
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would pay for the damag-
es. Work will have to wait
until spring. 

Approved the new
Akeley City Park camp-
ground managers contract
with Bernie and Carol Pen-
ner as presented. 

Tabled the purchase
of a new steel lift gate for
the city’s white pickup.
The lift gate is a hydraulic
tailgate that opens up and
will be used to move heavy
items and can also load
sandbags. The city asked
Watson to provide at least
two quotes that include the
labor cost as provided by
city policy, since the cost is
over $500. 

Discussed paying the
Eastern Hubbard Coun-
ty Fire District (EHCFD)
equipment fund and pro-
tection contract money as
previously approved. 

Heard the EHCFD is
looking for more firefight-
ers.

Approved paying
Moore Engineering invoic-
es for work on the Akeley
Community Projects Com-
mittee in the amount of
$1,140 and $5,426 from
money set aside in their
account.

Approved the calcium
chloride contract for the
city at a cost of $2,991
after discussing the more
expensive alternative
product of DuraBlend used
by the county. 

Heard the audit field
work for the city has been
completed.

Tabled sending a let-
ter to residents requesting
fundraising for the Akeley
Community Projects Com-
mittee. A revised draft of
the letter will be brought
to the council next month. 

Heard Hansen attend-
ed training earlier this
month. 

Heard the water/
sewer/maintenance report
from Reid Watson. 

Heard the Local Board
of Appeals and Equaliza-
tion meeting will be held at
11:30 a.m. April 26.

 The next regular council
meeting will be held at 6
p.m. Wednesday, March 9
at city hall.

Lorie Skarpness can be reached at 
lskarpness@parkrapidsenterprise.com

her grandpa.
This winter, she 

convinced her nephew, 
Riley Denham of 
Winchester, Tennessee, 
to submerge into the 
ice-cold lake.

Sam Hitchcock of 
Akeley is another avid 
local plunger. According 
to his mom, Lacey, he 

has participated every 
year since 2011. 

“The reason I know 
is because his grandma 
passed away that 
year,” she said.

Morgan Monroe was 
the youngest local 
participant. She was the 
only one under 18. This 
was her fourth year 
raising money to help 
cancer patients with 
their medical expenses.

Kaia Dunham, also 

from Akeley, has 
plunged for 14 years. 
Audrey was her mother.

Fishing tourney 
results

The fishing 
tournament, also held 
on Saturday, attracted 
223 contestants. They 
caught a total of 208 
fish – 206 of them 
being perch.

Twenty-three prizes 
were awarded, with 

$1,000 given to the 
16th place fish. That 
winner was Marly 
Lehn, who reeled in a 
7-ounce perch.

Keith Torma took 
first place with his 
1-pound, 14.5-ounce 
bass. Josh Severson 
placed second. He 
caught a 1-pound, 
6-ounce walleye.

Amery Ruffin of St. 
Cloud won the raffle’s 
grand prize, a 2022 Ice 

Castle RV Edition.
The Akeley Ice 

Racing Club donated 
$500 toward Audrey’s 
Purple Dream. Twenty 
racers dashed around 
the circular track on 
Saturday.

Music, awards and 
a silent auction at the 
Red River Event Center 
concluded this year’s 
event.

Shannon Geisen can be reached 
at sgeisen@parkrapidsenterprise.

com.
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Laura 
Powers is 

the longest 
standing 

polar 
plunger. 
She has 

participated 
every year 

since 2005.
Shannon 
Geisen / 

Enterprise


