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Citizen's
dispute
brought

before Motley
Council

By ZACH HACKER
Staff Writer

zach.hacker@apgecm.com

A Motley man came before the
City Council Monday, to dispute
a citation he received regarding a
city ordinance violation.

Konrad Alexander, who owns
four lots — three of which are di-
rectly on Highway 10 — received
the $150 citation from Motley Po-
lice Chief Jason Borash on Sept. 7.
It was issued due to what Borash
said were violations of public nui-
sance ordinances affecting peace
and public safety, as well as park-
ing and storage. The two separate
fines were $75 each.

“Under Motley Ordinance
92-18, paragraph ‘P’ as in, ‘Paul’
Public nuisance affecting peace
and safety, says ‘any accumula-
tions in the open of discarded or
disused machinery, also appli-
ances, automobile bodies or other
materials in a matter conductive to
the harboring of rats, mice, snakes
or vermin or the rank of growth
of vegetation among the items so
accumulated or in the matter cre-
ating fire, health or safety hazards
from accumulation,”” Borash read.

(9-19-21 Alexander Property)
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Motley City Councilman Steve Johnson addresses Konrad Alexander dur-
ing a discussion, Monday, at Motley City Hall.

“You see that at my place?” Al-
exander asked.

“I do,” Borash said.

The citations were issued due
to Alexander, who owns a truck-
ing business out of his home, hav-
ing multiple tractors on his prop-
erty, some of which are considered
“discarded or disused.” Borash
said he also had “piles of scrap
iron” in his yard.

Citations were initially issued
to Alexander on April 1, giving
him 21 days to clean up the prop-
erty. He received an extension un-
til Aug. 15 from the Council, how-
ever, after requesting more time at
the April Council meeting. At that
time, he said items had accumu-

lated on his property and he was
unable to get them cleaned up, in
part, because he was undergoing
treatment for throat cancer.

Alexander argued Monday,
that the tractors and scrap iron
were inventory for his business.
He also said the lot on which his
house sits is the only one zoned
for residential use. He said the re-
mainder of his property was zoned
for dual purposes, residential or
commercial.

According to Morrison Coun-
ty’s Beacon GIS mapping site, all
four lots are “residential.” Borash
said that was therefore the tax base
that Alexander pays on the prop-

( Continued on Page 34 )
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Randall sees potential for
23 new homes in city

By ZACH HACKER
Staff Writer

zach.hacker@apgecm.com

Discussions on a possible new
housing development in Randall
continued, Wednesday.

Dave Reese from Widseth
Smith Nolting and Associates
(Widseth) presented to the Ran-
dall City Council a proposed lay-
out for the Brummer Plat, a 25.89-
acre area of land owned by the
city north and west of the existing
Brummer Addition residential
development. The first neighbor-
hood was completed in 2005 and
included 16 homes.

The new development, as pro-
posed by Reese, would include
15 new single-family residential
units and two multi-family units
— most likely four-plexes. After
nearly an hour of discussion, the

Council voted unanimously to
have Widseth move forward on
calculating infrastructure costs
for the development. At the same
time, City Manager Matt Pantzke
said he would check with financial
consulting firm David Drown As-
sociates to see if the development
would be eligible for tax increment
financing (TIF) funding.

“I think it definitely would fill
a void and this is, I think, a great
starting point,” Pantzke said. “We
at least have a general idea of what
this is capable of.”

The size of the single-family
lots would range from 13,685 to
32,680 square feet. The four-plex
lots would be 54,820 square feet
and 57,410 square feet, respective-
ly.

Reese said the initial goal was
to make a plan with lots ranging

( Continued on Page 2A4)

First county COVID-19 death
reported since June

By ZACH HACKER
Staff Writer

zach.hacker@apgecm.com

Morrison County reported
its first death from COVID-19 in
three months, Thursday.

It was the 63rd overall death
in Morrison County, and the first
since the week of June 11 - 17.

The report coincided with a big

spike locally; the largest one-week
rise since cases started increasing
again in early July. In all, Mor-
rison County added 89 cases be-
tween Sept. 10 - 16, bringing it to
4,657 since the first was reported
in April 2020. There were an aver-
age of 13 new cases reported lo-
cally, compared to 8.5 the week of
Sept. 3-9.
( Continued on Page 2A )

(091921-LFArts&CraftsFair21)
Sunshine and smiles at the Little Falls Arts & Crafts Fair

Eager to shop, have fun with friends and family and get inspired by new creative §

ideas, thousands of people made it to the Little Falls Arts and Crafts Fair and to {5
the Antiques & Collectibles Show, Sept. 11-12. Pictured above left, Jana Lamb of F§/
Pine River, left, holding her 5-month-old daughter, Lianna, visited the fair with
her adult daughter, Cheyenne Swenson of Pine River, who was front-carrying her g
& own daughter, Vivienne, 4 months old, to hunt for fun snowmen decorations.
Above center several friends from Long Prairie gathered in matching shirts to en- &=
| joy some shopping, good food and refreshing drinks (from left): Debbie Hudalla, [
Nyla Kraemer, Linda Mentele and Roxie Ostendorf. Above right, Maci Bergren, 12,
of Little Falls had her hair done by one of the vendors who sold magic messy hair
bun makers. Left, a henna tattoo artist with Henna Tattoos by Palbasha created
a henna tattoo on the hand of Mahrya Weigelt, 5, daughter of Brandi Weigelt of
Nisswa. Right, Brenda Fivecoats of Brainerd took her mother, Pauline Fivecoats,
86, of Brainerd for a stroll through the Antiques & Collectibles Show. It was the
| first time the mother-daughter duo visited the fair and is something they said
they just might have to return to again.

Staff photos by Sheila Bergren
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Randall sees

potential for homes
( Continued from Page 14)

from 12,000 - 14,000 square
feet, though that didn’t
work with the topography
of the location. The Coun-
cil had previously stated it
wanted the lots to be big-
ger than the 10,000 square
feet of the original addition.
The existing lots are also 70
- 80 feet wide. Single-family
residential units in the new
development would have a
width of around 100 feet.

“Personally, I wouldn’t
like to see them go any
smaller than what is here,”
said Council Member Mary
Venske.

Along with those usable
lots, there also will possibly
be six not suitable for build-
ing available for purchase.
Those are directly behind
the homes on the west side
of Boulder Place, and the
homeowners in that area
would likely have exclusive
rights to purchase the extra
land.

In terms of the multi-
family four-plexes, Pantzke
said one idea was to use
them as rentals for senior
citizens.

“We talked about some
of the wants and needs, and
there is a definite want for
rental homes; rental proper-
ties for seniors or what have
you,” he said. “I have had
some dialogue with a couple
developers that would be in-
terested in potentially build-
ing a unit like this that could
accommodate some of the
senior citizens that would
like to, maybe, get rid of
their own home and rent a
place.”

Reese said the city could
also explore extending the
right of way to the west so
there could be access to the
multi-family dwellings from
the west. That could be done
by incorporating a park,
and a road would be the
only infrastructure needed
in that area.

Pantzke said there is
about 600 feet of available
space.

“It would be nice to keep
that in the back of our heads
if that does go to senior liv-
ing,” Venske said. “Then
they have a park or garden;
something they could rent
or a some place to sit.”

Preliminary estimates on
infrastructure, which Reese
described as “rough costs,”
would be about $100 per lin-
eal foot for each sewer, wa-
ter and road. Storm sewer
would likely be more than
that if the Council opted
for the lots to feature curb
and gutter, rather than rural
roads with ditches.

Reese estimated a to-
tal cost of about $360,000
for infrastructure if the
city went with a rural road
setup, and about $500,000
- $600,000 for curb and gut-
ter.

“As soon as you add curb
and gutter which, don’t get
me wrong, is a clean look
for a neighborhood, but
as soon as you put in curb
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Graphic by Widseth Smith Nolting

A map provided by Widseth Smith Nolting shows a proposed layout to add 15 new single-
family residential units and two multi-family units to the Brummer Addition on the north

side of Randall.

and gutter, youre directing
all the drainage toward the
low spot,” Reese said. “You
have to deal with all of that
with piping and you have
catch basin inlets, so you're
carrying all the runoff from
the development, basically,

sidewalks and curb and gut-
ter there,” Noss said. “But
you always go for the big
part, but reality brings you
back to where you can af-
ford it.”

Wright pointed out, how-
ever, that the cost would be

that  enters incorpo-
the roadway . rated into
through a E ven lf we had 2 3 the selling
pipe and you new living locations in price to the
have to have town, fOV a town this developer.
a place to put J hat’ It would ul-
that at the s.lze.’ thats a timately be
outlet.” big increase.” a potential

Mayor — Mayor Dan Noss developer
Dan  Noss who would

asked if hav-

ing curb and gutter with a
sidewalk would cut into the
size of the lots. Reese said
that would not necessarily
be the case.

There is a 66-foot wide
road easement drawn into
the plan. A street with park-
ing available on one side
would be about 32 feet wide
— two 12-foot driving lanes
and eight feet for parking. If
the city were to allow park-
ing on both sides, it would
be about 40 feet wide. Even
in that scenario, there would
be about 13 feet remaining
on each side.

Reese said curb and gut-
ter with a sidewalk is usually
about 10 feet, while a ditch
would be a little wider than
that.

“That kind of gives them
a little more appeal with a
bigger yard with the curb
and gutter,” said Coun-
cil Member Ernie Wright.
“But, of course, you're at an-
other $150,000 - $200,000.”

“Initially I'd love to see

be trying to
recoup its money, regardless
of whether or not curb and
gutter were included.

Reese said  Widseth
would recommend the city
goes with curb and gutter,
rather than rural ditches.

“In our opinion, curb
and gutter would give the
city much more control over
the runoff situation, less
risk,” Reese said. “To go
with a ditch in this situation,
with the grades that you
have, it’s going to be more
risk associated with erosion
and the velocity of that wa-
ter coming down that hill,
handling it and getting it to
where you want it to go.”

Pantzke added that de-
velopers would probably
be interested in smaller lots
to maximize profits. After
speaking with the city attor-
ney, he said they could cre-
ate a covenant in a contract
that required the developer
to stick to the lot sizes listed
on Widseth’s proposal.

“The thing to think about

is, obviously the more dense
you make the development,
the easier it is to spread the
cost of all the infrastructure
across,” Reese said. “You
increase the number of lots,
your per-lot cost for sewer,
water, road, storm sewer, 1s
driven down. So, you’re try-
ing to strike the balance of
what’s affordable and get-
ting the most lots that you
can feasibly obtain.”

Pantzke said he want-
ed to consult with David
Drown Associates to find
the feasibility of creating a
TIF district. That way, he
said any developer would
be aware it had that money
with which to work at the
outset of the project — par-
ticularly as it relates to infra-
structure.

He felt there would be
several developers in the
area who might interested in
the project, and felt the pre-
liminary plans were great.

“I think knowing what
some firm numbers are on
infrastructure and knowing
TIF eligibility would also be
key in determining if this is
realistic, or if the plots are
going to be priced out of the
market,” Pantzke said.

Reese also recommended
that city officials speak with
local realtors to get a feel
for marketability. He said
they would be able to tell the
city what size lots are trend-
ing, along with multiple- or
single-family units.

“Even if we had 23 new
living locations in town, for
a town this size, that’s a big
increase,” Noss said.

Randall City Council Briefs

In other business
Wednesday, the Randall
City Council:

* Approved a prelimi-
nary 2021 tax levy, collect-
ible in 2022, of $172,694.
That is a 5% increase over
2020’s amount of $164,471,
though it is customary for
the Council to set the pre-
liminary levy at a 5% in-
crease. The amount can de-
crease before the final levy is
approved in December, but
it cannot be raised;

*Heard an update on
potential grant funding for
upcoming capital improve-
ment projects from Dave
Reese of Widseth Smith
Nolting and Associates;

* Approved a change to

the city’s ordinance on pri-
vacy fences to allow them to
be 6 feet tall, rather than the
previous maximum height
of 4 feet tall;

* Approved a renewal of
the law enforcement con-
tract with the Morrison
County Sherift’s Office for
2022;

*Moved the October
City Council meeting to
Tuesday, Oct. 19, due to a
scheduling conflict;

*Heard a report from
City Manager Matt Pantzke
that, after a post on Face-
book, the city had sold 57
old street signs for $10 each;

* Was informed by Pantz-
ke that the city’s expendi-
tures from its electrical fund

This week’s government meetings

Little Falls School Board
meets at 5 p.m. Monday,
Sept. 20, in the Little Falls
Community Middle School
media center.

The Little Falls City
Council meets at 7:30 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 21, at City
Hall. A work session with
public forum begins at 6:30
p.m.

The Morrison County
Board meets at 9 a.m. Tues-
day, Sept. 21, in the Board
Room at the County Gov-
ernment Center in Little
Falls.

The Upsala  School
Board meets at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 22, in the
high school library.

are higher than what had
been budgeted. Revenues
are on par with what was
anticipated. Pantzke said
this could have been off-set
by raising prices, but the city
opted not to do so.

Strong years for both the
Randall Municipal Liquor
Store and in the gas fund
will help allow the city to
absorb the extra expenses;

» Was informed that City
Maintenance  Supervisor
Patrick Kalis got the new
reclosers recently purchased
by the Council installed;
and

* Discussed the possibil-
ity of setting up a meeting
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with Sourcewell to help
members of the Council get
more familiar with the ser-
vices it provides to the city.
A date and time was not set.

The Randall City Coun-
cil meeting is at 6 p.m. Tues-
day, Oct. 19.
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First county COVID

death since June
( Continued from Page 14)

Despite the rise, Morri-
son County saw a drop in its
test positivity rate, accord-
ing to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC). Locally, 6.28%
of the people tested over
the past week came back
positive. That number sat at
8.09% the week before.

The county also saw a
rise in hospitalizations last
week, with four. That fol-
lowed a week in which there
weren’t any. As of Thursday,
there were 129 active cases
in Morrison County, with
an active case rate of 38.9
per 10,000 residents.

The most infections were
seen in residents with Little
Falls ZIP codes. There were
57. As of Thursday, Mor-
rison County Public Health
reported 24 Pierz residents
with active infections along
with 14 from Royalton and
nine from Cushing. Ran-
dall saw the largest drop in
active cases, going from 10
on Sept. 9 to four one week
later.

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Health (MDH) re-
moved one congregate living
facility in Morrison County
from its list of those with
known infections. Pierz Vil-
la and St. Otto’s Care Cen-
ter in Little Falls still are re-
porting infections, but that
is one fewer location than
what was reported on Sept.
9.

Vaccines also continued
to slow in Morrison County.

A total of 13,742 local
residents had received at
least one dose of the CO-
VID-19 vaccination, as of
Sept. 14. That is 78 more
than what was reported on
Sept. 7, a one-week dropoff
of 10. So far, 50.8% of Mor-
rison County adults had re-
ceived at least one shot.

The county remains one
of the lowest in the state in

terms of adult vaccination
rate, according to MDH.
Only six counties — Clear-
water, Wadena, Todd, Pine,
Kanabec and Mille Lacs —
have lower percentages than
Morrison County, which
still is listed as having high
community spread by the
CDC.

Swift County — which
has an adult vaccination
rate of 60.8% — is the only
one among Minnesota’s 87
counties to be listed as hav-
ing moderate spread.

The numbers continued
to rise throughout the state
between Sept. 10 - 17.

There were 14,519 new
cases reported in Minnesota
last week, an increase of
3,348 over the week of Sept.
3-9. That is an average daily
rise in 2,074 cases, 478 more
than the week prior.

Deaths also climbed,
with MDH reporting 96 CO-
VID-19 deaths from Sept.
10 - 16. That is nearly three
times the 35 new deaths re-
ported the week before. In
all, 7,970 Minnesotans have
died from COVID-19 since
the outset of the pandemic.

About 3.365 million peo-
ple statewide have received
at least one dose of the vac-
cine, according to MDH.
That accounts for 75.7% of
the adult population, which
is on par with the 76% vacci-
nation rate reported nation-
wide by the CDC.

On a national scale, num-
bers did decline a little bit
during the week of Sept. 9
- 15.

The CDC reported
902,471 new cases and
10,140 deaths during that
timeframe. Those were both
down from 1.245 million
and 13,791, respectively, be-
tween Sept. 2 - 8.

A total of more than
41.426 million infections
have been recorded in the
United States since the be-
ginning of the pandemic.
There have been 662,620
deaths.

Cushing man injured
in UTV vs. SUV accident

By ZACH HACKER
Staff Writer

zach.hacker@apgecm.com

A Cushing man was
taken to the hospital, Sept.
9, after he was involved in a
two-vehicle crash.

According to the Mor-
rison County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, Ronald Headley, 70,
Cushing, was injured in the
crash that occurred at about
6:57 p.m., Sept. 9, on 330th
Street, about eight miles
northeast of Cushing.

The report states that
Headley was traveling west
on 330th Street in a Po-
laris Ranger side-by-side
UTV. Brandon Johnson,
29, Cushing, was driving be-
hind Headley in a Chevrolet

Tahoe SUV.

“Headley attempted to
make a left turn into his
driveway and was rear-
ended by Johnson,” ac-
cording to the Sheriff’s Of-
fice. “Headley’s UTV was
pushed into the ditch and
rolled.”

Headley was transported
to St. Joseph’s Hospital by
Mayo Clinic Ambulance
with undisclosed injuries.
Johnson was not injured in
the crash.

The Motley Police De-
partment, Scandia Valley
Fire Department, Scandia
Valley First Response Team
and Mayo Clinic Ambu-
lance assisted the Morrison
County Sheriff’s Office.

edition of the paper.

Record requests winter
event information

The Morrison County Record will publish a Winter
Visitors Guide. It will be distributed with the Nov. 14

The Record news staff is seeking help in listing Mor-
rison County and surrounding area events open to the
general public that are being planned between Nov. 15
and May 31, 2022. Information must be received no later
than Friday, Oct. 15, to be included in the publication.

Anyone with information should send the name of
the event, date, time, location, a short paragraph explain-
ing it and contact information in case there are ques-
tions, to: Morrison County Record, 216 SE First Street,
Little Falls, MN 56345, Attn: Terry. Events may also be
emailed to terrylehrke@apgecm.com. Put “Winter Visi-
tors Guide™ in the subject line.

TREE SERVIGE

Trimming, Shaping, Removing, Stumps
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Black Dirt, Gravel, Culverts, Yards
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Citizen's dispute

in Motley
( Continued from Page 14)
erty.

“No I don’t,” Alexander
said. “You talk to my tax
lady. I pay the highest taxes
in Motley.”

City Clerk/Treasurer
Curt Bryniarski affirmed
that the lots were zoned resi-
dential. Alexander insisted
it has been dual use for 20
years. He said he is unable to
homestead three of the lots,
and therefore cannot get a
tax credit for them.

Mayor Al Yoder and Coun-
cil Member Jace Carlson
were absent — with photos
of the property taken on
both April 1 and Sept. 7.

“It’s just funny that I've
been here for 38 years, been
paying taxes to this place,
and now, all of a sudden,
this 1s an issue,” Alexander
said.

Borash said when they
spoke in April, Alexander
“agreed it was a mess” and
said he would get it cleaned
up after being given the ex-
tension. He added that he
waited until three weeks af-

Council Member Pat ter the extended deadline to
O’Regan said issue a cita-
just  because « . tion.
Jsomething is Asf ar as arguing Alexan-
zoned for dual back and fOV th, der said he
use, doesn’t the pictures — they had moved
mean  that’s h . “a  whole
what the coun- . show 1t. bunch  of
ty assesses as It’s just black and  swft” Bo-
its current use. white.” rash  told
The use classi- __ Steve Johnson him  that
fication is what may be the
determines the case, but

taxes that are paid.

“I don’t know about that,
but I think that’s where the
confusion is coming in,”
O’Regan said “It’s two dif-
ferent things. What the
county designates it as being
used as is one thing, what
we’ve zoned it as is some-
thing otherwise. Zoning is
what we’re permitting to be
in there based on the zoning
and the zoning district.”

Council Member Steve
Johnson recommended to
Alexander that he should go
before the Morrison Coun-
ty Planning and Zoning
Board. He said that would
be a good place to start in
order to get the zoning issue
worked out.

Ultimately, however, Bo-
rash said it didn’t matter.
The ordinance regarding
a public nuisance affecting
peace and safety applies to
all property, regardless of
how it is zoned. As such, Al-
exander’s property was still
in violation.

Borash presented John-
son, O’Regan and acting
Mayor Amy Hutchison —

the “big pile” of scrap iron
and two particular tractors
alongside the house were
problems that had not been
addressed, despite being dis-
cussed.

“Look, Konrad, 50
years ago it was a farming
community and there were
farms inside city limits,” Bo-
rash said.

“It’s still a farming com-
munity,” Alexander said.

“It’s not 50 years ago,
anymore,” Borash replied.
“Things have changed.
Things are more urban-
ized.”

Alexander said he did
try to make it look nice, and
had even installed a fence on
his property. Regarding the
issues at hand, however, he
said he is gone a lot because
he is driving truck. It also
was difficult for him to get
outside and work because
of his cancer and treatments
for it.

“You know, I don’t want
to lose a friend over this,”
Johnson said. “I wanted
to excuse myself from this
because of  friendship,

but when it happened this
spring, we gave you all sum-
mer to do that. There was
all kinds of people here to
help. I can’t walk very good
so I can’t do it, but there was
many people to help.

“As far as arguing back
and forth, the pictures —
they show it. It’s just black
and white,” Johnson con-
tinued. “Like I said, I don’t
want to lose a friend, but we
run a city, and we want to
run it the best that we can.”

After looking at the pho-
tos Borash had presented
to the Council, Alexander
pointed out several of the
tractors that were still op-
erable and used regularly.
Borash asked about the two
alongside the house that had
been mentioned earlier, and
Alexander said he planned
to get them into the shop for
restoration over the winter.

“I’'m happy to come by
and show you what I’'m talk-
ing about; what I consider a
nuisance according to city
ordinances,” Borash said.
“We’ll go through it piece by
piece, if you'd like.”

He added that the two
small tractors alongside the
house have been in the same
place as far back as 2016.

“Theyre not in [any-
body’s] way,” Alexander
said. “I don’t understand
that. You pay taxes — I just
figured out my taxes — I
paid $93,000 to the city
alone in 38 years. That’s
quite a chunk of change for
one person. I should just
level the place and make a
dirt lot out of it and you can
collect the taxes on that.”

After about 20 minutes of
discussion, Johnson made a
motion to uphold one of the
citations. The other will be
dismissed on the condition
that the aforementioned two
small tractors and scrap iron
are removed by Sept. 27.

“Believe me, I understand
your Dbusiness,” Johnson
said. “It’s gotta look good
for everybody involved. Not
just one party.”

Motley City Council Briefs

In other business Mon-
day, the Motley City Coun-
cil:

* Approved a renewal for
membership in the Minne-
sota Mayors Association.
Membership dues are $30
per year;

* Approved a renewal for
membership in the League
of Minnesota Cities. Mem-
bership dues are $900 per
year;

*Heard a presentation
from Sherry Frisk from the
Motley Lions Club to hold a
Christmas in Motley event,
Dec. 4;

* Approved a reimburse-
ment of $53,167.52 from
the Emergency Manage-
ment Assistance Compact

for sending two firefighters
to Oregon to assist with the
Slater Fire in October 2020;

* Approved a Peace Of-
ficers Standards and Train-
ings (POST) mandated
policy update for official
misconduct;

* Approved a new po-
lice for the Motley Police
Department for use of the
opioid overdose medication,
Narcan;

* Terminated the contract
of part-time officer Josh
Pesta, who had remained
in that position until a full-
time replacement could be
found after he resigned ear-
lier this year;

* Approved a property
abatement request from

Police Chief Jason Borash
for city officials to clean up
a property within the city
that was in violation of city
ordinance at the owner’s ex-
pense; and

* Approved a resolution
to set the preliminary 2021
tax levy, collectible in 2022,
at $407,994, for both Morri-
son and Cass counties. The
levy can be decreased before
it is finalized in December,
but not raised from the pre-
liminary amount.

The next meeting of the
Motley City Council is at
6:30 p.m. Monday, Oct. 11,
at Motley City Hall.

News
Tip? (7K
Do you have any news that

Record readers should know
about or would like to hear?

If 5o, call the Record News
Department at (320) 632:2345
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Pierz Fire Department honors fallen firefighters on 9/11 anniversary

On Saturday, Sept. 11, 2021, the 20-year anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist airplane attacks on
the Twin Towers of the World Trade Center in New York, N.Y., where many firefighters lost
their lives trying to rescue those inside and outside the towers when they fell, the Pierz Fire
Department put out this display to honor those fallen heroes and the others who died that day.

Free virtual event aims to work to end
deaths by suicide among veterans

The most recent data
from the National Veterans
Suicide Preventions an-
nual report shows the total
number of deaths by suicide
among veterans remains at
very high levels. After reach-
ing an all-time high in 2017,
the numbers declined in
2018 and 2019. Despite that,
6,261 veterans still died of
suicide in 2019.

“Just as suicide has no
single cause, no one strategy
can end veteran suicide,”
writes the Veterans Affairs
Department.

That’s why Crow Wing
Energized is giving veterans
a platform to speak to the
community. They will be
hosting a free, virtual event
so veterans can share their
experiences to help people
better understand their ex-
periences and  showcase
ways people can help.

The theme of the event is
“To end suicide rates among
veterans, we must work to-
gether.”

Speakers include Erik
Flowers, Marty Halverson,
Connie Herman and Jim

Newgord, who are all vet-
erans. There will be a show-
ing of a short video titled
15 Things Veterans Want
You to Know, followed by a
panel discussion. Join in the
conversation to make a dif-
ference.

The event is online via
Zoom Monday, Sept. 20,
from 10 a.m. — 11 a.m. While
there is no cost, registration
is required.

Register online at https:/
crowwingenergized.org/
events.

SWCD begins spot buffer checks

Courtesy of the Morrison
County Soil and Water
Conservation District

Minnesota’s Buffer Law
requires perennial vegeta-
tion of up to 50 feet along
lakes, rivers and streams and
up to 16.5 feet along Public
Ditches.

Vegetated buffers help
to filter out phosphorous,
nitrogen and sediment from
entering Minnesota waters.

Buffers are critical in main-
taining clean water, critical
aquatic habitat and stabiliz-
ing the shoreline.

The Morrison Soil and
Water Conservation District
(SWCD) is required to do
random spot checks to en-
sure landowners are in com-
pliance with the Buffer Law.
These spot checks will be
conducted starting this Sep-
tember and continue into
October. If the spot check

LF Lions support Habitat for Humanity

The Little Falls Lions Club recently donated $1,000 to Habitat for Humanity of Morrison
County for the next house to be built in Little Falls. On hand for the presentation are (from
left): Lion Don Feige; Habitat for Humanity of Morrison County Executive Director Kathy

Lange; and Habitat Financial Adviser and Lion, Mel Eutenauer.

cannot be conducted from a
public road, the landowner
will be contacted for permis-
sion for the SWCD to access
and inspect the buffer area.
If the buffer is not com-
pliant, the SWCD will work
with the landowner to get
the parcel into conformity.
Those with questions
regarding the Buffer Law,
can contact the Morrison
SWCD at (320) 631-3551

Submitted photo
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Kern participating in statewide Residents

corrections initiative

By ZACH HACKER
Staff Writer

zach.hacker@apgecm.com

Morrison County is on
the front lines of how com-
munity corrections might be
funded throughout the state
in the near future.

Tuesday, Morrison
County Community Cor-
rections Director Nicole
Kern told the Board of
Commissioners that the Jus-
tice Reinvestment Initiative
is coming to Minnesota.
Spearheaded by the Bureau
of Justice Assistance — part
of the U.S. Department of
Justice — the initiative is a
data-driven process to im-
prove public safety by help-
ing jurisdictions make more
efficient use of criminal jus-
tice resources.

The Justice Reinvest-
ment Initiative has already
worked with 15 - 20 states,
according to Kern, and is
currently assisting six more,
including Minnesota. Mor-
rison County was selected
to be one of four Commu-
nity Corrections Act (CCA)
counties to participate in
the study. Kern is one of
five community corrections
directors who are on the
state’s Justice Reinvestment
team.

“They look at, where can
we save money on dealing

the Department of Correc-
tions, which has seen bienni-
al increases in their budget,”
Kern said. “One of the rea-
sons for that is, Communi-
ty Corrections is under the
Department of Corrections
budget line. We don’t have
an independent budget.”

In Minnesota, there are
some counties — Morrison
County included — that
have entered the (CCA),
which was passed by the
state legislature in 1973. In
these jurisdictions, funding
for community supervision
is provided by state subsi-
dies and county tax dollars.
All offenders except those
on intensive supervised re-
lease can be supervised lo-
cally.

Other counties use coun-
ty probation offices (CPO)
that supervise juvenile of-
fenders and adults guilty
of misdemeanors and gross
misdemeanors. The Depart-
ment of Corrections (DOC)
is responsible for the super-
vision of felons from these
counties.

“They’re looking at, what
do each of the delivery sys-
tems do differently?” Kern
said. “What can we take
from them that are really
great things and what can
we show them that maybe
they don’t need to be wast-
ing money on?”

with offend- As part of
ers?”  Kern ¢ *« the initiative,
said. “In What I do k.n ow 1§ four CCA
typical states that Morrison counties,
like Wiscon- County is doing well four — CPO
sin, that in- counties and
volves reduc- f or thlt we h ave four DOC
ing  prison ﬁlndlng'Wlse- counties will
population, We’re offering be examined.
because they 99 The Justice
are the op- great p Vogr,an; S Reinvestment
posite of us. — Nicole Kern pjgiative rep-
We're  say, resentatives

75% - 25% community; they
are the opposite. They went
into Wisconsin and reduced
the prison population and
moved that prison funding
out to community supervi-
sion.”

She said studies have
shown that it is better for
taxpayers if offenders who
are not an imminent danger
to public safety to remain
in the community. This is
because they can get and
maintain jobs, contribute to
the local economy and pay
taxes.

Minnesota is different
from other states, howev-
er, in that it does not have
a high prison population.
According to the Minnesota
Department of Corrections,
in 2016, approximately
110,837 offenders were on
supervised release, proba-
tion or parole compared to
9,559 who were incarcerated
in state prisons.

The initiative, in coming
to Minnesota, she said is
instead focusing on how a
better funding model can be
achieved within the state.

“For the last 10-plus
years, anyone who’s been on
the Board has heard Com-
munity Corrections in the
state of Minnesota is severe-
ly underfunded compared to

will look at crime numbers,
the amount of people in
community supervision,
caseload sizes and what the
organizations are doing to
help offenders turn their
lives around. They are also
conducting interviews with
community corrections di-
rectors and staff, communi-
ty providers and offenders
on probation.

Following the study,
they’ll put a final report
together offering sugges-
tions on how funding and
resources can be better al-
located to help improve
community supervision and
reduce recidivism. Kern said
this will also look at how
funding can be provided in
a way that ensures someone
being supervised in a CCA
county, like Morrison, has
the same opportunities for
services as someone in a
DOC or CPO county.

“The outcome that we
are hoping for is that cor-
rections gets a pot of mon-
ey,” she said. “With that pot
of money, counties decide
what kind of probation su-
pervision they want. Morri-
son County would get this
chunk of money and, hope-
fully, you'd say ‘Here you go,
Nicole. What do we need?
How do we best serve our

Board of Commissioners Briefs

In other business Tues-
day, the Morrison County
Board of Commissioners:

*Gave Sheriff Shawn
Larsen the go-ahead to be-
gin seeking replacements
for upcoming vacancies in
the positions of Morrison
County Jail administrator
and jail kitchen coordinator.
Both current occupants are
set to retire before the end of
the year;

*Briefly discussed the
Randall patrol contract with
Larsen. He reported the
current system is working
well, and the Sheriff’s Office
would enter another one-
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year contract with the city
of Randall; and

*Provided feedback to
Land Services Director Amy
Kowalzek on the ongoing ag
zoning district project. The
Board advised her to move
forward within the existing
framework and attempt to
collect more feedback from
township boards within the
county.

The next meeting of the
Board of Commissioners is
at 9 a.m. Tuesday, Sept. 21,
in the Board Room at the
Morrison County Govern-
ment Center.
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clients with this money?””

Right now, she said the
state pays for felony super-
vision along with that for
targeted misdemeanors. It
does not, however, pay for
misdemeanor DWIs or ju-
venile supervision.

The Minnesota state leg-
islature, which enacted the
Justice Reinvestment Initia-
tive within the state, gave a
December deadline for the
final report.

“Our existing funding is
guaranteed through the bi-
ennium, but this report will
direct if funding is changed,”
Kern said. “Which sounds
scary, but this was done in
the 90s, and that’s where the
CCA model funding came
in.”

Commissioner Greg
Blaine asked if the state’s
funding formula was set up
so that a certain amount
of dollars go to particular
counties, or if all CCA coun-
ties get the same amount.

Kern said the funding
formula was developed in
the “70s or 80s.” It looks at
property tax values, net ca-
pacity, how much the coun-
ty can invest and how many
people are in the county
among a certain age group.

“What I do know is that,
Morrison County is doing
well for what we have fund-
ing-wise,” Kern said. “We're
offering great programs.
Our Think for a Change
is free to people who meet
our criteria. I don’t mean
financially. If theyre at a
certain risk to re-offend, we
put them in the program. It
doesn’t matter, financially.

“I know we're staying on
top of our cases and we’re
able to manage our cases
right now,” she continued. “I
ran our numbers from 2019
until today. We fluctuate
about 50 - 80 offenders each
year, but it’s manageable
where it’s at right now.”

Commissioner  Jeffrey
Jelinski asked if it would
be easier to put each of the
state’s 87 counties under
one umbrella in how super-
vision is handled. Kern said
that has been discussed, but
then counties are not able to
choose deliveries that work
for them and are instead
having them dictated by the
state.

She added that 70% of
all adult offenders in the
state are supervised by CCA
counties. This is despite the
fact that CCA funding has
remained the same for 10
years while DOC and CPO
money has increased.

“Were hoping that the
easiest answer is a single
funding formula, or one
formula for all counties and
then they can decide how
they do things,” Kern said.
“Then there will be mini-
mum supervision standards
or basic services that need to
be provided.”
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access to

Everyone relies on the
internet for school, business,
government, recreation,
healthcare, and more. This
became even more evident
over the last year with stu-
dents in distance-learning
and companies, large and
small, that shifted their em-
ployees to working remotely
— retirees even scheduled
Zoom telemedicine appoint-
ments for the first time. If
internet connections weren’t
reliable 24/7, residents and
businesses scrambled to find

band event,” said Cheryal
Lee Hills, executive director
of R5DC. “A key factor
in improving access to re-
gional broadband is finding
out what the needs are and
learning how people are
managing — or not man-
aging — to access the inter-
net.”

Several regional broad-
band events will be held
statewide, leading up to
Blandin Foundation’s
“Building on Broadband”
annual meeting in October

access.

Those who
live or work
in Cass, Crow

“We want residents
in our five-county
region to bring their

that will focus
on the need
for  reliable,
high-speed in-

Wing, Mor- . ternet across
rison, Todd stories about the state.

or  Wadena  jpternet access, Ameri-
counties, and . d can Recovery
whose area ﬁ I{Sl‘l’ ations an Act funds are
lacks internet ideas to our available  for
access or does broadband event.” broadband
not have the ' expansion  in
high-speed _ Cheryal Lee Hills areas of our

internet needed to succeed,
are invited to discuss these
issues and more.

Region Five Develop-
ment Commission (R5SDC)
is holding a virtual Zoom
event about local broadband
access Thursday, Sept. 30,
from 7 p.m. — 8:30 p.m. Resi-
dents may also attend in per-
son at one of five locations.
The purpose of the event is
to get organized as a region
to secure federal funding for
local, high-speed internet.
All who live or work in the
five-county area are invited.

“We want residents in
our five-county region to
bring their stories about in-
ternet access, frustrations
and ideas to our broad-

five-county region where
high-speed internet is cur-
rently unavailable, but we
need to be organized in or-
der to access and utilize the
funding,” Hills said. “Meet-
ing together on Sept. 30 and
hearing the stories of others
who have struggles accessing
the internet is a good start.
It will help to highlight the
need for reliable high-speed
internet for so many resi-
dents across our five-coun-
ty area and beyond. It’s
possible to improve region-
al broadband when we all
work together.”

Those who wish to join
the broadband event can
register and a link will be
emailed to them. The event

invited to event about
ocal, high-speed internet

is open to anyone interested
in discussing current high-
speed internet in their area
and ways to expand it by ac-
cessing federal funding.

To attend the event, ei-
ther virtually or in-person,
register at: https://rSfiber.
eventbrite.com. To attend in
person, select one of these
locations when registering:

* Brainerd: Central
Lakes College, 501 W. Col-
lege Dr.;

» Little Falls: Sprout
MN, 609 13th Ave. NE,
Door §;

* Long Prairie: Country
Club, 406 Sixth St. SE;

* Staples: Central Lakes
College, 1830 Airport Road;
or

* Pine River: Happy
Dancing Turtle, 2331 Danc-
ing Wind Rd. SW, Ste 1.

Along with  RS5DC,
the collaborative event is
co-sponsored by the Blan-
din Foundation, Sourcewell,
Initiative Foundation and
local  telecommunication
companies: Crosslake Com-
munications, CTC, ECTC,
and West Central Tele-
phone.

About Region Five
Development Commission

The Region Five Devel-
opment Commission is a
high-performing, regionally
focused partner committed
to enhancing the vitality and
quality of life in Region 5
through resilient, collabora-
tive, and inclusive approach
to regional community de-
velopment, economic devel-
opment, and transportation
initiatives. Visit regionfive.
org to learn more.

Wildlife-related burning
restrictions lifted in 14 counties

Courtesy of the Department
of Natural Resources

Continued favorable
weather has improved wild-
fire risk for much of north-
ern Minnesota. In response,
the Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources is re-
moving fire restrictions in 14
counties.

Beginning 12:01 a.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 15, burn-
ing restrictions were lifted
in Beltrami, Becker, Cass,
Clearwater, Crow Wing,
Hubbard, Itasca, Kooch-
iching, Lake of the Woods,
Mahnomen, Ottertail, St.
Louis, Roseau and Wadena
counties.

However, the wildfire
risk in remains in the north-
eastern tip of Minnesota.
Therefore, Class 111 burning
restrictions remain in effect
for in Cook and Lake coun-
ties. Under Class III restric-
tions:

* No campfires are al-
lowed for dispersed, remote
or backcountry camping on
all state, county or private

'Filter,

GUTTER
PROTECTION
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lands. Camping stoves are
permitted.

* Attended campfires in
established fire rings asso-
ciated with a home, cabin,
campground or resort are
allowed.

* No fireworks may be
ignited on any public or pri-
vate land outside city limits.
People should check with
their local community for
any additional restrictions.

* Open burning permits
are restricted.

*An Area of Closure
around the Greenwood
Fire remains in place and is
not affected by the updated
burning restrictions.

According to DNR act-
ing Wildfire Prevention
Supervisor, Allissa Reyn-
olds, “These changes reflect
reduced wildfire risks for
much of the north, while
also recognizing that wild-
fire danger remains high in
Cook and Lake counties.”

She also cautions, “Un-
til we have a few inches of
snow on the ground, we all
need to continue our efforts

to reduce wildfires; fires can
start easily in dry grass and
leaves.”

Forrest Boe, director of
DNR’s Forestry Division,
appreciates the continued
support of all Minnesotans
in following wildfire-related
restrictions.

“Everyone’s efforts to
prevent wildfires are help-
ing. Thank you and let’s
keep it up through the fall,”
he said.

The DNR will continue
to monitor conditions and
adjust county-specific burn-
ing restrictions as necessary.
Of upmost importance is
protecting the health and
safety of Minnesotans, fire-
fighters, and resource man-
agers.

These state restrictions
were developed in conjunc-
tion with tribal and federal
partners and are consistent
with restrictions for the

The DNR wildland fire
information webpage in-
cludes information on all re-
strictions and a list of affect-
ed state forests and parks.
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By ZACH HACKER
Staff Writer

zach.hacker@apgecm.com

The Motley City Coun-
cil was tasked with making
a difficult decision Monday,
regarding a resident and his
dog.

Dale Czechowicz made
a request to the Council to
allow him to keep his dog,
Jack, at his home within city
limits. He had previously
been issued a dangerous an-
imal notice by Police Chief
Jason Borash. Motley City
ordinance states that any
animal deemed a threat to
public safety is not allowed
to be kept within the city.

“My dogs are basical-
ly kids to me,” Czechowicz
said. “I don’t know how you
guys feel on that, but my an-
imals are my kids.”

He said his dogs recent-
ly escaped from his yard
through a weak spot in his
fence that he had not no-
ticed. Borash picked them
up as dogs at large. While
they were in the back of the
squad car, Jack bit Borash.

Czechowicz said he had
taken the dog to a friend’s
house out of town after re-
ceiving the dangerous an-
imal citation — which he
said was logical and was not
arguing — but wanted to
bring him back to his home
in Motley. He said having to
care for Jack has been a bur-
den on his friends, since they
also have dogs, and that he
wanted to use him for breed-
ing.

“He doesn’t bite any-
more,” Czechowicz said.
“He was trained. I've got
a muzzle for him now, so
when 1 do take him out
he’ll be muzzled and in the
back yard. The back yard’s
all fenced up, fixed, filled
in the holes with rocks and
concrete and I buried wire
under my fence so they can’t
dig out. I'd like to be able to
keep my dog back in town.
My kids are pretty devastat-
ed that the dog’s gone.”

Borash said, on the day
in question, he picked up
the dog while it was running
loose on the street with an-
other dog that belongs to
Czechowicz. He said Jack
was initially friendly and
jumped into the back of his
squad car without any coer-
cion.

Feeling comfortable with
the dogs, he reached for the
other dog’s collar, at which
time Jack growled and
snapped at him.

“Luckily I was pulling my
hand back fast enough that
the teeth just glided across
the blade of my hand,” Bo-
rash said. “If 1 had been

just a hair slower, it proba-
bly would have caused some
pretty significant damage.”

He said he later received
a call from the veterinarian
to whom he had taken the
dogs. Borash and an officer
from Staples were called to
the vet to help the vet take
control of Jack because “she
couldn’t do it by herself.”

He later learned the
dog attacked the vet while
Czechowicz was there pick-
ing him up.

“That was my fault, be-
cause I was holding him and
she was trying to look at
the other dog,” Czechowicz
said. “She asked me to grab
that dog and then he jumped
over to me. I tried to grab
him and she had her hand
trying to push him back and
he got ahold of her.”

Borash issued a danger-
ous dog notice to Czecho-
wicz and explained to him
that the dog was no longer
allowed within city limits.
However, he had learned
that, after the dog had been
staying out of town, it was
back living with Czecho-
WiCZ.

Borash said he advised
Czechowicz to meet with
the Council to ask for per-
mission to keep the dog in
town.

“It also should be noted
that in the past, over the last
few years, I've had 15 other
documented complaints re-
garding that same dog be-
ing vicious, keeping others
at bay, not letting them off
their property and so forth,”
Borash said. “It’s come from
more than one person, not
just one sole complainant.”

Council Member Amy
Hutchison, who was acting
mayor Monday, as Mayor
Al Yoder was absent, said
one big concern with the re-
quest was that, if the Coun-
cil allowed Czechowicz to
keep the dog, it would have
to change the dangerous an-
imal ordinance.

She clarified with the rest
of the Council and with Bo-
rash that the ordinance only
stipulates the dog can’t be
kept in town, not that it has
to be euthanized. Borash
said that was correct.

“My biggest fear and
concern is that it’s going
to get loose again at some
point, a little kid’s going to
come up to it and try to pet
it and it’s going to do the
same thing and get ahold of
a young child or something
and cause serious damage or
death,” Borash said.

Hutchison added that, if
the Council allowed Czecho-
wicz to keep the dog and
such a scenario as described
by Borash came to fruition,

the city would be held liable.

Council Member Steve
Johnson said it would be a
big risk for the city to open
itself up to that kind of li-
ability. He also feared the
Council would be setting
a precedent in which other
residents would be asking to
keep animals that had been
deemed dangerous within
the city.

“I do understand what
you’re saying, they can be-
come family. I understand
that,” Johnson said. “But I
think we have to go with our
chief. To really kind of back
that up was the 15 separate
complaints, documented.”

He said it was his opin-
ion that the Council should
deny Czechowicz’s request.
He added that he hoped it
could work for the family to
keep the dog at the friend’s
house and that the kids can
visit him there.

Council Member Pat
O’Regan agreed. He said
he is Czechowicz’s next
door neighbor, and that he
did not make the decision
lightly. However, he would
be concerned about public
safety if the dog was allowed
to move back into his home.

“It would bother me if I
said, “Yes you can have that
dog, after it’s attacked peo-

eqd
Sports Fee up 10 $9.9
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Motley man’s request to keep dog denied by Council Advance tickets for
BooFest available now

ple and then the dog should
get out,” O’Regan said. “I
know you've tightened up
the fence; I know that. But if
that dog does get out again,
which it did when the chief
picked it up, and should it
come across one of these
seniors coming down the
street walking with a cane
or a walker, we could have
some serious harm done.
Then I've got to deal with
that; I've got to live with
that. That’s what you’re ask-
ing me to open this up to.
And there’s a lot of kids on
the street, as well.”

“My dogs are no danger
to children,” Czechowicz re-
plied. “They love kids.”

“I know where youre
coming from, and TI've
thought this through pret-
ty hard,” O’Regan said. “I
don’t feel good about tell-
ing you you can’t bring your
dog into town. But, T feel
even a lot more about the
safety of the people in town.
The dog’s only gotta get out
once.”

He added that he didn’t
want to see any harm done
to the dog, he just believed it
should not be allowed to live
in Motley.

Hutchison said she felt
it was a hard decision, but

( Continued on Page 124 )

Pine Grove Zoo has an-
nounced BooFest to be held
Saturday, Oct. 23, from 3
pm. — 6 pm. This family
fun event is a unique combi-
nation of Pine Grove Zoo’s
infamous Zoo Boo and its
previous ZooFest event.

Along with some local
businesses and organiza-
tions handing out candy to
kids during the event, there
will also be a 35-foot inflat-
able obstacle course, inflat-
able football throw, three-
hole inflatable mini golf
course, 45-foot adventure
crawl, jump houses, games,
activities and so much more.

The Zoo has also increased
the size and spookiness of
its Haunted House.

The cost for all these ac-
tivities is $5 per person (free
for ages 1 and younger).
Because this is a fundraiser,
memberships do not apply.

To avoid lines the day
of the event, people can
pre-purchase tickets at (320)
616-5595 or by stopping in
the admissions office Thurs-
day — Sunday, from 9 a.m. —
4 p.m. through Oct. 17.

People can also purchase
tickets online by following
the link on pinegrovezoo.
com.

Pierz Dining Site now
open for in-house meals

The Pierz Dining Site on
Main Street in Pierz, next to
City Hall, is now open to in-
house dining, meals to go or
home delivered.

Mondays, the meal is
served at 11:30 a.m.

Tuesdays, bingo is played
at 10:30 a.m., with the meal
at 11:30 a.m.

Wednesdays, the meal is
at 11:30 p.m., followed by
four-point smear at 1 p.m.

Thursdays, an evening

DIRECTV
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For all of your Automotive Needs

e Custom Exhaust * Engines ¢ Driveability
e Light Truck Diesel Repair ¢ AC Work

* Drive Train ® Tires ¢ Tire Siping

o Accessories ¢ Alignments

Jason Lashinski
12427 Lake Road, Pierz (1 mile South of old location)

320-232-05317

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8:00 am -/5:30. pm

Together, we car

Protect yourself and your
loved ones from the flu.

Flu season is here and Essentia Health encourages
everyone to get a flu shot. Vaccines are available for people
six months of age or older. Flu vaccines are covered by
Medicare, Medicaid, and most private insurance.

Ask your doctor for a flu shot or visit one of our
safe and convenient flu clinics.

Schedule your flu shot online today at
EssentiaHealth.org/flu

N
\\ﬂ Essentia Health
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Benefit set for Bartkowicz and family

A benefit has been
planned for the Rodney
Bartkowicz family Satur-
day, Sept. 25, at 1 p.m. at the
Royalton American Legion
Post 137.

Bartkowicz and his wife,
Lynn, grew up in the Little
Falls and Upsala/Bowlus
areas and call the Bowlus
area home. They have three
children, Josh, Candace and
Zach and four grandchil-
dren.

Bartkowicz was diag-
nosed with stage 4 pancreat-
ic cancer in September 2020.
He began chemotherapy in
October 2020 and continued
to fight like the warrior he
was. Unfortunately, he was
also diagnosed with liver
cancer and in combination
with the pancreatic cancer,
surgery was not an option.
He fought this battle until
his death, Sept. 6.

Bartkowicz served in
the Army National Guard
for 30 years, completing his
service as a first sergeant.
During that time, he fought
for Americans’ freedom
through many deployments.
This included Kuwait and
Iraq during the Operation-
al Enduring Freedom and
Operation Iraqi Freedom
campaigns. His dedication
and commitment to keep
Americans safe was recog-
nized with many deserved
awards, including Terrorism
Expeditionary Medal/Glob-
al War on Terrorism Ser-
vice, Iraq Campaign Medal
with two Campaign Stars,
Army Achievement Medal
and many others. He was

Submitted photo

A benefit will be held for the Rodney Bartkowicz family Sat-
urday, Sept. 25. Rodney, diagnosed with stage 4 pancreat-
ic cancer and liver cancer, passed away Sept. 6, while plans
were underway for the benefit. He is pictured with his wife,

Lynn.

an exemplary leader and
was instrumental in shaping
young men and women in
the Armed Forces.

In addition to God and
country, Bartkowicz’s main
focus in life was his family.
It is through this benefit,
that friends and community
can assist in taking care of
his family, as he would have
liked, and to show apprecia-
tion and honor for the sacri-
fices he and his family made.

A silent auction will be
held from 1 pm. — 4 p.m.
that day, as well as a live auc-
tion at 5 p.m.

Those with questions or
who have donations to be

picked up, can call or email

MC Genealogy Society presents webinar
'Essential Portals for Genealogy Research’

Nancy E. Loe, MA,
MLS, will kick off a new
year for the Morrison Coun-
ty Genealogy Society cele-
brating its 15th anniversary
with her presentation of the
webinar “Essential Portals
for Genealogy Research”
Tuesday, Sept. 21, at 6 p.m.

Starting at 7 p.m., Loe
will present search strategies
and websites that can help
genealogists of all skill lev-
els find some of their most
difficult to find ancestors.

After a long professional
career in academic archives

and genealogy libraries, Loe
is now a genealogy educator,
researcher and writer. She
specializes in U.S. and Euro-
pean research, and provides
expert guidance on organiz-
ing research and family pa-
pers.

Her website, sassyjanege
nealogy.com, offers a blog,
free monthly newsletter, and
e-books on research topics.
Loe has appeared on PBS’s
American Experience, at
National Genealogical Soci-
ety, RootsTech, and numer-
ous genealogy conferences

and webinars in the U.S,,
Canada and Australia. Re-
cently, Loe has been on a ge-
nealogy pilgrimage to visit
the eight European villages
of her great-grandparents.
All are welcome to this
presentation and celebra-
tion of the Morrison Coun-
ty Genealogy Society’s 15th
anniversary. The evening
will start at 6 p.m. with a
meet and greet, with refresh-
ments served followed by a
short welcome back meeting
prior to the presentation.

Shelli Struzyk at (320) 333- |

3326 or stsh090la@gmail.
com; Kara Kloss at (320)
309-8287 or karakloss@
gmail.com; Missy Bartko-

wicz at (320) 630-8722 or I

missyhedin@gmail.com; or
Bonnie Czech at (320) 360-
4944 or bonnieshouse.afc@
gmail.com.

Donations can also be
dropped off at the Royal-
ton Legion Post, 103 North

Maple Street, Royalton or

the 10 Spot in Royalton.
Send cash donations to Pine
Country Bank, c/o Rodney
Bartkowicz Benefit, P.O. Box
25, Royalton, MN 56373.

Living Bread Pantry food distribution
set in Pierz at Borntrager’s place

The Living Bread Pan-
try food distribution at the
Lizzy and Felty Borntrager
residence, 25632 285th Ave.,
Pierz, is the fourth Saturday
of every month, from 9:30
a.m. — 11:30 a.m., which this
month is Saturday, Sept. 25.

Directions: eight miles
north of Pierz on Highway
25, turn right on County
Road 48 for 2 3/4 miles and
watch for signs.

People pay $20 for a bas-
ket of food. Those who at-
tend are asked to bring their

HEnnen

Floor Covering

320-836-2177

Rcady, whcn [lfC gC[S MCSsy.

w .itr:rprunf ® noiscprool ® oops-proof

B MANNINGTON.

ADURA #'MAX

208 Main St. W.
Freeport

Hours: Mon..Fri. 7 am-5 pm;
Sal. 8 am-12 pm

own baskets to carry the
wide variety of food offered.

For more information,
call (320) 250-9599 or (320)
468-2140.

(Vacuum Cleaner |
Outlet &
Service Center

Largest selection
of name brand
cleaners
in the area

Sales &
Service for
all brands,
specializing in:
e Simplicity
¢ Riccar

¢ Oreck

o Kirby

v We take
trade-ins

Our business is “picking up.”

117 NE 1st St, Next to Falls Court,
Little Falls « M-F 9-4:30, Sat. 9-11:30
After Hours By Appointment

John Roufs Serving The Area Since 1972

\_320-632-3674

Celebrating the 42nd Annual
Northern Minnesota
Draft Horse Field Day

Saturday, September 25, 2021

( Inclement Weather, Sunday, September 26, 2021 )

Starting Time 10:00 a.m.
Parade at 3:30
75 to 100 Draft Horses & Mules

Raftle drawing for Grand Prize of $500 at 4:00 p.m.

p.m.

HOST:

Don Copa

Little Falls, MN

13071 Forest Rd.

Directions:

Take Hwy. 10 going north to
Little Falls across the river,
take Co. Rd. 13 exit and turn
right on 13, go 5 miles to Co.
Rd. 212, take a left for 1 mile,

56345 turn left at the driveway with
Phone: 320-632-4895 NMDHA sign
Events Planned
Sawing Lumber Potato Digging Tillage
Planting Grain& ~ Multiple Horse Harness
§  Corn Hitch Demonstration
ypm Cultivating Corn ~ Ground Hog Kids Train Rides
__I| Camp Fire Cooking ~ Thresher Plowing with
8 Demo Blacksmith Demo Miniature Horses
| Corn Binder Haying
DR Silage Cutter Plowing

YARD,CRAFT SALE & SOME MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS FOR SALE.
(Crafters welcome, $5.00 for space: call 320-293-8594)
ADMISSION: $5:00 Per Person; Children under 12 FREE
Lunch and refreshments served by Royalton Lions Club

NO DOGS ¢ NOATVs « NO GOLF CARTS « NO DRONES

ALLOWED ON GROUNDS

For further information call: Directors - Mike Bethiaume, 763-458-4136; Justin Schlosser, 320-760-8864;
Connie Cronquist, 218-371-5181; Bill Pramann, 320-236-7632; Albert Barthel, 612-328-6571. Or visit
www.NMDHA .com. Facebook at Northern Minnesota Draft Horse Assn. & Friends.

"tff hoto by Jmmy Defoga
Doug Case winner of the 2021 Sears Craftsmanship award

Doug Case sits inside his 1969 Chevy Chevelle 369 alongside his wife Toni, who's holding the
Sears Craftmanship trophy. Pictured (from left): Sears owner Dan Drilling and Lone Eagle Auto
Club members Karen and Wayne Hansmann look on. The car was selected during the 46th
annual Lone Eagle Auto Club Car Show and Swap Meet at the Morrison County Fairgrounds

S ) 1

PCOMING
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PROMOTE IT FOR FREE WITH US

COMMUNITY EVENTS « CONCERTS * EXPOS « ANNUAL EVENTS
SHOWS -+ FESTIVALS  FUNDRAISERS « SEMINARS - TOURS
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By posting your event once you'll have it listed at 52 other event sites!

POST YOUR EVENT YOURSELF TODAY AT
www.hometownsource.com/local-evenis/

+ PROMOTE YOUR EVENT

You can boost your free event listing fo make your event stand out even more!
Need EVENT TICKETING for your event? Event Ticketing is available.

CLICK >>>

Call your local APG Multimedia Account Executive if you have any questions

320.632.2821

300/13th|St. N.E., Little Falls

(Behindithe Holiday: Station)

Eriday/8/am|to!8/pm; Saturday 8 am to 5 pm;
i OPEN|{SUNDAY/10/AM TO 4:30 PM
1 (]
www.ThielenMeatsLF.com

You can charge your meat order.
Accepting E.B.T. Cards

I . aut on Facebook! -‘_Hl
| Our Wildrice

! Meatloaf

S——

—

TRY OUR NEW
ALOHA PIZZA |

Cut Fresh Daily!

~ $6d9

|
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Pierz raises preliminary County’s portion of library budget reduced in 2022
levy by 3% for 2022

By TERRY LEHRKE
Editor
terry.lehrke@apgecm.com

The Pierz City Council
voted 3-0 to increase the
city’s 2022 preliminary levy
by 3%. Council Member
Lynn Egan and City Clerk
Kyle Bednar were absent
from the vote.

The increase amounts to
$10,088, all of which will
bolster the city’s general
fund. In 2021, the city in-
creased its levy by 3.5%, or
$11,371.25.

Nothing changed dras-
tically in the budget, said
Mayor Dave Fischer.

“We’ve raised our prof-

it and income for the golf
course each year, but very
little was done to the bud-
get,” he said.

In 2021, the general fund
levy was $242,256. For 2022,
that increases to $252,344.
The remaining funds, fire
- $49,000, parks - $22,000,
capital projects - $18,000
and the Robert Street/Park
Avenue Project - $5,000,
all remained the same as in
2021.

Fischer said the $10,088
increase, divided by the
number of households, he
estimated 700, in the city,
is just over $14 each for the
year.

Pierz City Council Briefs

In other business at
Monday’s meeting, the Pierz
City Council:

* Approved a business
assistance application for
Tyler Kloss to start his cab-
inet business in the Indus-
trial Park. City Administra-
tor Bob Otremba said the
city typically sells the lots
in Industrial Park for $1,
with stipulations on when
building will begin. This
was upon the recommenda-
tion of the city’s Economic
Development Authority
(EDA). Kloss said his vision
for Legacy Cabinets LLC is
to, at some point, work with
the school to bring on stu-
dents to the learn the trade.
In addition, since he gradat-
ed from college with a de-
gree in CNC, which he said
is very specialized, he felt
introducing students to that
work would be beneficial as
well;. “You don’t get expo-
sure to it unless you know
someone who does it, be-
cause CNC is so specialized
and super expensive to get
into. I feel like that would be
something unique to expose
kids to and show them that
it’s another field to get into
and that you can combine
woodworking and CNC to
work better and faster;”

* Approved a quit claim
deed to transfer the Indus-
trial Park land to Kloss;

* Approved three con-
crete permits, one to Bednar
Trucking to replace a drive-
way on County Road 39;
one to Brian Gronsberg, to
replace his driveway on Ed-

ward Street; and the third to
Jeff Virnig on Vincent Street
to replace steps;

* Approved building
permit  applications  for
Tim Diederichs on Vincent
Street South for an addition,
contingent upon the owner
not adding any other acces-
sory structure due to lack of
green space; and one for Ty-
ler Kloss to build on Lot 4,
Block 1 on Industrial Park
Road, with a check on the
actual place of the bound-
ary lines to make sure Kloss
gets the property setbacks;

*Approved a  $1,400
donation to the Initiative
Foundation;

* Approved an exempt
permit for St. Joseph’s
Church to host bingo Oct.
24;

* Approved transfer-
ring $100,000 from the
golf course fund, $100,000
from the electric fund and
$100,000 from the solid
waste fund, to help pay for
the Pierz Park Complex
expansion. The estimated

By ZACH HACKER
Staff Writer

zach.hacker@apgecm.com

Morrison County’s con-
tribution to the Great River
Regional Library’s (GRRL)
2022 budget will be reduced
from what it paid in 2021.

GRRL Executive Direc-
tor Karen Pundsack and
Accounting  Coordinator
Amy Anderson informed
the Morrison County Board
of Commissioners of the de-
crease during a Sept. 7 pre-
sentation. In all, Morrison
County will pay $491,598
toward the 2022 budget;
$11,403 less than what it
contributed in 2021. GRRL
operates the public libraries
in Little Falls, Pierz, Royal-
ton, Swanville and Upsala.

Anderson said GRRL
receives the majority of its
operating and capital fund-
ing from the six counties it
serves. The library’s board
of trustees adopted the 2022
budget in July

“Several goals were set
by our trustees as part of
the process,” Anderson said
“Keeping county shares as
flat as possible, and the use
of reserves in the overall
2022 budget. To keep con-
tributions flat, shares are
calculated using the library’s
2021 operating budget and
a reflection of each county’s
population, registered user
numbers and net tax capac-
ity.”

To reach its total $9.733

cost for the coming year is [&%

$700,000 and with the addi-
tional $300,000, the city will
have enough to cover those
expenses; and

* Approved  contracts
with Scott Hoffman, de-
signer of the golf course
addition and Dan Bieganek,
who is the shaper in the
project.

The next meeting of the
Pierz City Council is Mon-
day, Sept. 27, at 7 p.m. at the
Pierz Dining Center.

St. Gabriel's Hospital Advocates donate more than $17,000 for equipment

million budget, $315,218 in
unsigned funds from the li-
brary’s reserves will be incor-
porated in 2022.

Pundsack said the library
does have a “fairly healthy”
reserve at this point. It has
been a point of emphasis
for the board of trustees to
spend down that reserve to
help offset county shares.
She said this year, because
of fluctuations in the state
funding formula, there were
some counties that paid
more than 2021, and others
which paid less.

“Morrison County was
one of the ones that paid
less,” she said. “Our goal
is to get that reserve down
over time. But, as Amy men-
tioned, we also see a lot of
fluctuations in our state aid.”

The 2022 GRRL budget
also supports the expansion
of the library’s fines-free
initiative. The program was
started in 2019 and does
exactly what it says — there
are no fines for late materials
that have been checked out
from the library.

Anderson said late mate-
rial fines make up only about
1% of the library’s overall
budget. They are also not
guaranteed, so planning for
a significant reduction ac-
tually made it easier to cal-
culate that line in the 2022
budget.

Patrons are, however, still
responsible to replace items
when they are not returned.

“The goals of expand-

ing this idea are to reduce
financial barriers that may
prevent patrons from access-
ing library materials and to
increase the amount of time
our staff can spend assisting
library users in a positive
way,” Anderson said.

She said library staff are
researching how libraries
in other cities and counties
have set their policies when
adopting similar programs.

Another program that
the GRRL is highlighting
as school is back in session
and it prepares to head into
the new year is its WiFi2GO
project. Started in 2020 with
the help of state telecommu-
nications aid grants, the pro-
gram means all five libraries
within  Morrison County
— as well as throughout the
GRRL system — will have
WiFi hotspots that are avail-
able to check out.

A WiFi hotspot is a de-
vice that allows the user to
access an internet connec-
tion from anywhere. The
hotspot works off of cell
towers to provide a signal,
and any device can be used
to go on the web after con-
necting via the hotspot. The
devices are available to check
out for one week at each of
GRRL’s locations.

Pundsack said, so far, the
program has been well re-
ceived.

“There’s no limit to the
amount of data that you can
use on those hotspots so,
we have a lot of people that

kind of rotate it,” she said.

The expansion of the
program has evolved from
the success of a pilot project
that started with fundraising
in Pierz. Additional support
has led to more funding, al-
lowing for the program to be
implemented  system-wide.
Each library has at least five
hotspots available for check-
out. Patrons can call ahead
and see if there is one avail-
able during library hours.

“That sounds good for
the people out there,” said
County Board Chair Mike
Wilson. “I would say that’s a
pretty hot item.”

One other project the
library is looking to imple-
ment at some point also aims
at expanding broadband
connectivity. With funds
from the American Rescue
Plan Act, GRRL is working
with some cities that have a
parking lot outside of their
building to have WiFi avail-
able 24 hours a day, seven
days per week outside of the
library.

“We're actually looking
at putting something on a
light pole out in those library
parking lots,” Pundsack said
“Our patrons definitely use
the library for a lot of differ-
ent things, and broadband is
one of those things.”

“That’s a great idea, be-
cause I know of people who
go to McDonald’s or what-
ever and sit in the parking
lot so they can hook onto
their WiFi,” Wilson said.

Submitted photo

The St. Gabriel's Hospital Advocates presented St. Gabriel's Hospital with a check for more than $17,000 to use to purchase
much needed equipment for the hospital. The Advocates raised the funds through various fundraisers and the Hospital Gift
Shop. On hand for the presentation of the donation were (from left): Hospital Advocates Diane Tamm, Julie Richgels, Robin
Smieja, Pearl Wilson, Linda LeBlanc, Alice Fink, Helen Neudecker, Janet Berendt, Mary Uhlhorn and Pat Toschak and Tom
Miller, manager Ops-Central Stores St Gabriel's Hospital and Steve Smith, CEO St. Gabriel's Hospital.

Free Medicare 101 webinar offered

Seniors are invited to
learn the basics of Medicare
at “Medicare 101,” a free,
virtual seminar Wednesday,
Sept. 29, from 11 am. to 1
p.m.

The presentation is for
those who know little to
nothing about Medicare
and want an overview be-
fore digging deeper. During
this presentation, partici-
pants will learn the basics
of: coverage gap, eligibility
for extra help with prescrip-
tion drug costs, Medicare
enrollment process, enroll-

EEI Board
meets Sept. 21

The Employment Enter-
prises, Inc. (EEI) Board of
Directors will meet Tues-
day, Sept. 21, at 5 p.m. This
meeting will be at EEIs
main site, 307 Ninth Ave.
NW, Little Falls.

Those who wish to attend
will be asked to wear a mask
and comply with social dis-
tancing requirements.

Motley man’s

request
( Continued from Page 74)
she agreed with Johnson
and O’Regan. She said the
Council had to look out for
the residents of the city as a
whole.

Czechowicz said he un-
derstood the Council’s deci-
sion.

“I did a little research
and there are some places
that will require euthani-
zation,” Hutchison said.
“Thankfully that is not us.
My apologies, Dale.”

-

www.mcrecord.com

ment options and timeline,
Medicare.gov website and
Health Care Choices.

The program is be-
ing offered in collabora-
tion with Cuyuna Area
Connections. Register

New apparel for all!

SLHOL

"HTIH ' E<

at https://form.jotform.
com/212424288890158  or
call the Senior LinkAge
Line at 1 (800) 333-2433
for assistance. For more in-
formation, contact KarilLee
Pietz at (218) 545-5361.

Hours:
Mondays
10am-6pm.,
Wednesdays
10am-6pm.,
Fridays
10am-8pm.
Saturdays
8am-2pm
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Benefit planned for Jerry Brill and family

A benefit has been
planned for Jerry Brill of
Pierz and his family.

Brill was diagnosed with
stage 3 pancreatic cancer.
Since then, he has been hos-
pitalized three times.

The benefit will be held
at the Pierz Ballroom Satur-
day, Sept. 25, with a sloppy
jo dinner, silent auction and
live auction.

There is also a Go-
FundMe page set up
and an account set up
at Farmers and Mer-
chants State Bank in Pierz.

Doors at the event
open at 2 p.m. and supper
will be served at 4:30 p.m.
The auctions will follow.

To help with a donation, e,
contact Jenny Lardy at (320) e
249-7162; Chris Lardy at o - Submitted photo
(320) 761-67690 or Amy A benefitwill be held for the Jerry Brill family Saturday, Sept.
Rybaski at (320) 630-1032. 25. Brill was diagnosed with stage 3 pancreatic cancer.
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Randall VFW donates $6,000 to playground at Dr. S.G. Knight

Randall VFW Curtis-Olson Post # 9073 donated $6,000 toward the creation of a new play-

ground at Dr. 5.G. Knight Elementary School in Randall. The Randall-Cushing Area Lions Club
also donated $1,500 to the this playground in August. The preschool playground equipment
will be designed specifically for children ages 3 - 5. Pictured are (from left): Stacy Gold,
School Early Childhood director, VFW member Danny L. Noss, and Dr. 5.G. Knight Elementary
School Principal Larry Edgerton.

RMCEP offers beneficiary outreach event

(091921-Carshow-owen)

‘Staff photo by Trry Lhrk

Many people on Social
Security Disability Insur-
ance (SSDI) or Social Se-

¥ curity Insurance (SSI) don’t

know what benefits they are
entitled to or the resources
they have.

They also are not aware
that:

* People who receive So-
cial SSDI benefits can work
for up to 12 months with no
earning limit and keep their

: SSDI cash benefits.

* Anyone who receives
either SSI or SSDI disability
benefits is entitled to assis-
tance in the return to work,
including career counseling
and job search assistance

2 through the Ticket to Work

program.

* Those who receive SSI
disability benefits can keep
their Medicaid health insur-
ance, even if they are not en-
titled to an SSI cash benefit
due to earnings.

Those who would like
to know more about these
and other resources that can
help them plan for the future
and become more financial-
ly self-sufficient, can learn
more about work incentives
through the Social Security
Administration. They can
learn how they can return to
work successfully, as well as
additional programs and ser-
vices they may be eligible for.

This information will be
presented at an event at the
Little Falls CareerForce, 609

13th Ave. NE, Suite 5, in Lit-
tle Falls, Thursday, Sept. 23,
from 1 p.m. —2:30 p.m.

This event is geared to-
ward Social Security dis-
ability beneficiaries, human
services providers, Medicaid
service coordinators and
human resource profession-
als who wish to know more
about Social Security dis-
ability benefits and available
work incentives.

To register, call Char
at (218) 850-1453 or email
charh@rmcep.com.

If an accommodation is
needed to attend this event
due to a disability, make a
request 10 days before the
scheduled date by contacting
Char at (218) 850-1453.

Young car fan picks his favorite at Lone Eagle Auto Club show

Owen Johnson, 6-year-old son of Chad and Tawni Johnson of Zimmerman, posed with his
favorite car at the Lone Eagle Auto Club Car Show, held Sept. 12. It was a Dodge pickup, in
the All Rat Rods class, owned by Roy Hyten of Minneapolis. Owen’s family camped out in
Little Falls to take in the Little Falls Arts and Crafts Fair and stopped by the Car Show before

SAVE THE DATE!

heading out of town. His mom, Tawni, said the crafts fair was awesome.

Lutheran Social Service Senior Nutrition Program

Monday, September 20
— Salisbury steak with gra-
vy, mashed potatoes, green
beans, dinner roll, pudding,
milk.

Tuesday, September 21 —
Teriyaki chicken, rice pilaf,

Wednesday, September 22
— Tuna pasta salad, three-
bean salad, orange, dessert,
muffin, milk.

Thursday, September 23
— Barbecue chicken, bun,
coleslaw, potato salad, Jello,

Baked fish, macaroni and
cheese, vegetable, peaches,
milk.

Call the Senior Center in
Little Falls at (320) 632-8200
and Pierz at (320) 468-2160.
Call (320) 468-2160 for in-

vegetable, bread, dessert, vegetable, milk. formation on meals in Ran-
milk. F riday, September 24 — dall and Royalton.
-
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Chiro ractlc can
€hirop ¥ .not your back.

Let us PFID.
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Cameron VOlght C’élmpracz‘wl's‘.
220 1st-St SE, L1ttle Falls¥M Vﬁ

& Call to schedule appointment. Locatlons in Little Falls Or Amp'Fitness in Pierz

E—— [

OUR FUTURE IS IN

YOUR ARMS

GET YOUR COVID VACCINE

Get yours by making a nurse appointment at our Onamia clinic, or,
when you see your provider in Onamia for any other type of visit,
request the vaccine at that time. The COVID vaccine is free of charge.
3rd dose forimmunocompromised patients, boosters for general public
being given now.

mihealth.org | 320.532.3154 1ﬁh Mille Lacs Health System

Brought to you by:

will be provided for

StarNows LIFE she

Your Community - Your News — Print - Digital —

Wednesday, October 6, 2021

Noon - 3:30 pm ¢ Green Haven Golf Course, Anoka

OUly

NW Metro
living our best life at any age

We share your concerns regarding Covid 19 so masks
hose who wish to wear one.

35+ Exhibitors e Seminars e Screenings

The Our Life nw metro expo is a valuable resource for local residents age
55 and above, and/or the children of aging parents, to learn more about the
businesses and services that are available to you and your loved ones. The
event includes several short seminars on a variety oftopics, free screenings,
business information booths and opportunities to win some great prizes.

Free Coffee & Cookies
in the Seminar Room!

pper UNIONHERALD INTE

Bamboo
Measuring
Spoons for

first 500 attendees
courtesy of

Lifesprk!

2021

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

Social

For more information, please visit:

www.ourlifenwmetro.com

Seminar Sponsors: o
P A Lifesprk Experience
# Sterling Pointe # Arbor Oaks (750 The Landmark
HUITICII'ICI ' BENIOR LIVING \ SEMIDR LIVING v “Vof Fridley
/~— North Suburban
— " Eye Specialists “2 Urbana Place Cedar Creek The Legacy
A Division of Twin Cities Eye Consultants | SEMIDR LIVING SENIOR LIVING of St. Michael
Siver Sponsors: Bag Sponsor: Golf Cart Sponsor: Coffee & Cookies Sponsor
Volunteers First G
- uardran
ﬁELK RIVER of America: ]] Bank Q \* ge s
===— SENIOR LIVING
THE HOMESTEAD AT ANDKA (763) 241- 3537 ErkR jerbank L_Llil
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Homecommg ng and Oueen candldates mclude (Left to rlght)
Lance Otremba, Kiara Olesch, Katie Leidenfrost, Ben Virnig, Andy Winscher,
Brenna Dickmann, Maddie Andrea, Frank Tomberlin, Jetta Boser, Louis Gruber §

-

Edina Reaity.

a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate

15594 Hwy. 27 Suite 2, Little Falls
www.edinarealty.com

Cindy Scholl TJ Hoheisel
630-8410 630-3687

BOB’S LUMBER

QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS

304 S. Edward St,
Pierz

320-468-6442

www.bobslumber.com

\ i K 5 U R AN
auta « heme +

brudlneas « health o Life

Little Falls Pierz Brainerd
320-632-6592 320-468-6177 218-829-3251

O lashs

I AUﬂ'@
REPAIRJ

\ Jason Lashmskl 12427 Lake Road,
Pierz » 320-232-0537

.

)
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AL GMHPERA TIVE
Buckman  Lastrup Pierz Little Rock
468-6433 468-2543 468-2168 584-5147

Ny,

Because Friendly Still Counts.

@FARMERS&
MERCHANTS

STATE BANMNE

Pierz | Sauk Rapids | Visit our website of: wwwfipierz.com
80 Main Street 1301 2nd St N.
320.468.6422  320.252.5121 MEmBER FoIC ()

«L aunch the
Rockets Back
Into Space’

Varsity football game
7:00 pm vs. Rockford Rockets

Monday, Sept. 20
PRESS: Favorite Team Day

Medallion Hunts begins, Coronation: 2:45 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 21
PRESS: Decade Day

Dress in your favorite decade

Wednesday, Sept. 22
PRESS: Costume Day

Thursday, Sept. 23
PRESS: Color Wars Day

Spirit Pepfest during Pioneer Time

Friday, Sept. 24
DRESS: Spirit Day

Dodgeball Tournament during Pioneer Time and
Homecoming dance after the football game until midnight

P

Hall of Fame is Presented during halftime. Pierz Hall of Fame
— At halftime of the Sept 24, 2021 Homecoming football game
vs Rockford Pierz High School will be introducing their latest
members of the Pioneer Athletic Hall of Fame.

The new members include: Craig Luberts - Class of 2004;
Kyle Bednar and Jamie Talberg - Class of 2006;

Kristin (Sczublewski) Egan - Class of 2007;

Kaari (Jensen) Epperly - Class of 2009;

Clint Poster - Class of 2011; Leo Pohlkamp -Coach

p
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468 6403 -th l'

Fresh Meats & Produce

233 Main Street North, Pierz

LOIDOLT  wewasmaum

LUMBERC® GAS * SERVICE - BAIT
Build your dream. CONVENIENCE STORE - DELI
13703 Hwy. 25 (Genola) Pierz, MN Main Street Pierz, Minnesota ¢ 320-468-6478

Phone: 320-468-2779 » Fax: 320-468-6329
email: loidoltlumber@yahoo.com
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