MASKS OFF . PUTIT IN PARK

Orono schools relax mask policy Parks at forefront of Orono council
Page 2 Page 3
Serving Mound // Minnetrista // Spring Park // Navarre Long Lake // Orono // Maple Plain // Independence // Minnetonka Beach

FEBRUARY 19, 2022 VOL.4 NO. 48 NEWS TIP? 952-442-4414 = 10J)\| 81\ S8 B ELVSE 1 [0))1 22380001

CHAMPBIONS

ORONO BOYS TABLE TENNIS TEAM BRINGS HOME STATE TITLE, PAGE 23

_$iS SAVE THE DATE: Employment Open House
SHOICE March 12th & April 9th, 11 am to 1 pm

2022,Lake Minnetonka
Boat Club

BOATECLUB]
DRy Stackg¢Storage, - In/QutiSenvice Memberships Available
952-471-9515 *« West Arm-Lake Minnetonka * RockvamBoatYards.com

PUBLIC NOTICES: INDEX Laker & Pioneer | 8 South Elm St.
SEE PAGE 19 Opinion Waconia, MN 55387

Calendar

Classifieds

Sports facebook.com/lakerpioneer

@ecmlaker // @ecmpioneer




2 Saturday, February 19, 2022

visit us online at lakerpioneer.com

Masks can come off at Orono schools

BY TODD ABELN
reporter.patriot@apgecm.com

Masks will no longer be re-
quired starting on Tuesday, Feb.
22 for students at Orono Public
Schools.

That announcement was con-
veyed to Orono school families
in an email on Friday, Feb. 11
by Superintendent Dr. Kris-
tine Flesher and Orono School
Board Chair Bob Tunheim.

In that email, Tunheim and
Flesher said, “As we shared in
our Feb. 4 summary from the
Orono  Schools’ COVID-19
Response Team meeting, we
have been elated by the rapid
decrease in COVID-19 cases in
our county, region and learn-
ing community. Based on the
continued downward trend in
recent days and the projected
trends, the COVID-19 Response
Team met again today (Feb. 11)
to discuss the removal of more
COVID-19 mitigation protocols
in our schools and programs.”

The changes to the COVID-19
mitigation protocals are: masks
will now be strongly recom-
mended beginning Tuesday,
Feb. 22, following the Presidents
Day holiday and will no longer
be required. Due to federal reg-
ulations, all students and staff
must still wear masks on the
school bus; students in grades
K-5 will return to the cafeteria
for meals throughout next week;
gigh school athletic teams and
competitors will continue to fol-
low COVID-19 guidance from
Minnesota State High School
League (MSHSL) and all local

Pictured are parents and students protesting mask mandates in Orono schools at the beginning of the school

year. (Laker Pioneer file)

and state protocols currently in
place.

The reasons for the change
in protocols is “a continued
and substantial decline in viral
transmission. Declining internal
and external viral spread—cou-
pled with increasing vaccination
rates, and the milder Omicron
strain of the virus—provided the
team with an opportunity to
relax layered mitigation strate-
gies,” according to the district.

The latest data is showing
that internal active cases, stu-
dent and staff illness, and quar-
antines are all declining sig-
nificantly. In addition, county
forecasts from the University
of Minnesota School of Public
Health School Opening Statis-
tics indicate a continued steep

decline in COVID-19 case rates.
The predicted case-rates will be
approaching the CDC thresh-
old between “High” transmis-
sion (100 or more cases per
100,000 people) and “Substan-
tial” transmission (50 to 100
cases per 100,000) which is a
standard the team has moni-
tored throughout the pandem-
ic. Attendance rates are con-
sistently at 97-98 percent in all
school buildings, which parallel
pre-pandemic attendance rates,
and rates are within a manage-
able range to maintain conti-
nuity of learning and prioritize
health and safety with other
layered mitigation strategies in
place.

Even with those changes, the
Orono school district is con-

tinuing with other mitigation
strategies, such as asking that
all students and staff members
stay home when ill and report
a positive case of COVID-19
in their household. Elementa-
ry classroom notifications will
continue for families, with con-
tact tracing focused on high-
er-risk situations.

Orono schools will continue
to follow the CDC guidance
for the 5-day isolation period at
home for children and staff who
test positive for COVID-19 and
quarantine of students with
COVID-19 in the home.

Classroom seating at a dis-
tance of 3 feet will be main-
tained as much as possible.

Elementary lunchrooms will
return to normal throughout

next week, according to the dis-
trict.

Rapid antigen tests are avail-
able for all staff and students,
and families are welcome to pick
up test kits in the main office of
each school building at no cost.

The district’s COVID-19
Response Team will continue
monitoring health and safety
metrics and meeting until they
are out of high transmission
and able to remove all layers of
mitigation.

If there is an unexpected spike
in transmission (more than 5
percent of the population in any
building), the district will com-
municate the need to increase
mitigation, which could include
temporary masking.

The COVID-19 dashboard
will continue to be updated
by the district health team
and monitored closely by the
COVID-19 Response Team and
as trends continue downward,
they will remove all other layers
of mitigation.

“Thank you to our entire
school community for your dil-
igence in following the layered
mitigation efforts,” the state-
ment concluded. “We could
not have accomplished an ev-
ery-day, in-person school mod-
el for the last five and a half
months without your collective
commitment. We are grateful
for your partnership and look
forward with hope as we prog-
ress through a vibrant spring
semester.”

Follow The Laker Pioneer on
Facebook.

Grant money aimed to school bus stop-arm violators

ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP)
— Schools and bus com-
panies across Minnesota
have been given $3.5 mil-
lion in grant money to
outfit school buses with
stop-arm cameras.

the grants to 32 schools
and bus companies to
purchase and install the
cameras, as well as buy
supporting software pro-
grams.

According to the state
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torists to stop when a
school bus driver extends
a stop arm and activates
flashing lights. The law
applies to motorists both
in front of the bus and in
back of it.

Mike Hanson, the di-
rector of MnDOT’s Of-
fice of Traffic Safety, calls
the grants “a significant
effort to keep kids safe,
hold selfish or inattentive
drivers accountable, and
change dangerous driving
choices.”

“For a parent, the
thought of losing a child
to a vehicle blowing past
an extended school bus
stop arm is unthinkable,”
Hanson said in his agen-
cy’s news release. “Yet we
see too many drivers who
are distracted or place
their priorities over the
safety of our youngest
Minnesotans.”
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Parks at forefront of Orono council meeting

BY TODD ABELN
reporter.patriot@apgecm.
com

Parks once again was
the big topic at the lat-
est Orono City Council
meeting.

When the council last
met on Monday, Jan. 24,
much of the discussion
was about what happened
at a planning commis-
sion meeting in regards
to a proposal by the
Long Lake Rowing Crew
to build a boat house at
Summit Park Beach.

At that planning com-
mission meeting, the
LLRC asked that the pro-
posal be tabled and it not
be considered immediate-
ly. Despite the proposal
being table, the commis-
sion allowed comment on
Summit Park Beach, and
most of the comments
were against the proposed
boathouse, including a
letter from Bruce Day-
ton’s family, who donated
the land for the park.

At the city council
meeting on Jan. 24, the
council approved a mo-
tion by council member
Victoria Seals to form a
new committee to look
into Summit Park Beach.

On Monday at the lat-
est council meeting, in the
public comment portion
of the meeting, Summit
Park Beach was the main
topic of discussion.

First to speak was city
park commissioner Brian
Roath, who went through
the process of the LLRC
proposal and how things
were done.

“There is much concern,
confusion and misinforma-
tion in our Orono commu-
nity about Summit Park,”
Roath said. “I would like
to give a few comments
from my perspective as
both an Orono resident
and as park commission-
er. My goal here is to help
clear up the miscommuni-
cation and set everyone’s

Summit Park Beach has been the main topic of discussion at the last two city council meet-
ings. (Photo courtesy city of Orono)

nerves at ease over the fu-
ture of that park.”

Roath said the LLRC
came to the park com-
mission in 2019 with an
idea to have some of its
operations at Summit
Park Beach and asked for
guidance from the com-
mission and city staff. Af-
ter that, the LLRC held
several open houses to get
public input on the proj-
ect, Roath said.

In 2020, the LLRC pre-
sented to the park com-
mission with a plan for
what a facility might look
like, but Roath said the
commission did not pass
recommendation to sup-
port the plan.

“Our viewpoint was
that if anything was going
to work out there would
first need to be more iter-
ations of the design based
on input from the com-
munity and stakehold-
ers,” Roath said.

From March 2020 to
January 2022, there was
no activity and no new
proposals from the LLRC
about  Summit Park
Beach, Roath said.

“We are excited to hear
the feedback from the

community but please,
we need feedback on the
facts. Feedback on misin-
formation does not help
us,” Roath said. “There is
no one who wants to take
away any parks, impede
nature or disrupt anybody
from their current activ-
ities at Summit, period.
The commission will not
support any plans that do
anything but enhance ev-
eryone’s use of the park.”

When Roath’s time was
up, a few more Orono res-
idents spoke about Sum-
mit Park Beach, including
Elizabeth Weir, who read
a paragraph from a letter
written by Dayton’s attor-
ney, Louis B. Oberhauser.

“The City of Orono
accepted the deed to this
property as park property
per the recommendations

from the park commis-
sion,” the letter stated.
“Mr. Dayton’s desire and
purpose of this contri-
bution was to keep this
property from being de-
veloped with structures
that would destroy its
natural beauty and have it
used in the future as open
space beach to be used by
its neighbors.”

When the public com-
ment period was over,
Seals informed the coun-
cil and the public that the
LLRC has no plans to
come back to the city.

“I think they know and
we know that what they
presented and kind of the
trail we got there, there
is probably not a good
route to get what they
want and what they pro-
posed,” Seals said.

In other council news
regarding parks in Oro-
no, the council approved
playground upgrades
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at Crystal Bay Park by
awarding a bid to Flag-
ship Recreation to up-
grade Crystal Bay Park
for $71,177.11. Funding
will come from the Park
Dedication Fund.

The work to be done
at Crystal Bay Park in-
cludes replacing plastic
borders with concrete
curbing, removing pea
gravel and replacing it
with engineered wood
fiber, restoring play-
ground equipment sur-
faces and re-painting to
match new equipment,
moving all equipment
to age appropriate pods,
purchasing and install-
ing new playground
equipment, and remov-
ing a “tri-spinner” plat-
form and incorporating
a more age appropriate
piece of equipment.

Follow The Laker Pioneer
on Facebook.

MISSING

Went missing from the Minnetonka /
Minnehaha Creek area on January 15th.
Believed to still be on Lake Minnetonka

or in the surrounding communities.

May be hiding under decks, in sheds or
window wells. Please check security cams.

Do not yell or chase, please call 612-616-4807

Female Rhodesian Ridgeback
fawn color, 80 Ibs. Possibly still wearing
black vest and collar with tags.

Upcoming
Motorcoach Tours
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March 18 - March 29, 2022

Music Cities - Nashville,
Branson, Memphis, St. Louis
May 17 - May 24, 2022

Washington D.C.
Cherry Blossoms
March 29 - April 7, 2022

Charm of the South

ADOPT A PET

Leroy

Leroy is your typical very friendly orange tabby male kitten
born July 2021. He is mellow, out-going, affectionate, and
kitten-active. If Leroy knows you, he purrs right away. He
reaches to be picked up and cradled like a baby, rubs against
your face, and gives kitty kisses. When Leroy hears you
coming, he is at the door, rubbing your ankles, and then
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follows you. He will stay in your lap for brushing and petting.
Leroy is fine with respectful kids, most cats, and might like a
gentle dog. He has no love for the vacuum cleaner. His meow
is heard when you are slow to serve meals. He plays with
wand toys or by himself, and likes window watching. Leroy
would not do well as an only cat. Siblings are available.

This cat and others are available at Cat Tales Rescue. Cats
have been vet checked, spayed/neutered, wormed, tested for
FIV/FelV, have distemper and rabies shots. Most adoption
fees start at $150+tax for adults and $175+tax

for kittens. For further information or to start the

adoption process, leave a message at

612 202-9492 or email cattalesmn@outlook.com
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Imperfect, abused confirmation process relies on good faith

The Minnesota constitution says
governors may appoint notaries public
and “other officers” with “the advice and
consent of the senate.”

State statute gives the Senate leeway
in its advise-and-consent authority over
executive appointments, almost all of
which rest with the governor. Senate com-
mittees and the full body may take them
up for confirmation or not. In most cases
appointments never come up for a floor
vote, and many appointees serve without
any Senate action on their appointments.
Appointees serve at the governor’s plea-
sure — unless a majority of the Senate
votes otherwise, at a time of its choosing.

That can spell trouble. Confirmation
power over cabinet appointments has been
increasingly weaponized in the last two de-
cades, by Senate majorities of both parties.

It remains under threat from the Re-
publican-controlled Senate during Tim
Walz’s first term — in no small part over
the DFL governor’s steps to guard public
health during the COVID-19 pandemic.

In August 2020, the Senate voted
against confirming Department of Labor
and Industry Commissioner Nancy Lep-
pink, even though she had served since
February 2019. Hers was the first such
ouster of a cabinet member in 12 years.

In a special session a month later,
Senate Republicans fired Commerce
Commissioner Steve Kelley, citing in part
his decision to appeal a permit for the
controversial Enbridge 3 pipeline project.

APG/ECM EDITORIAL BOARD

Next up was Laura Bishop, Walz’s
Pollution Control Agency commissioner
for two and a half years, whose Clean
Cars rule to stock dealerships with more
electric vehicles angered Republicans. On
the verge of being rejected by the Senate,
Bishop resigned in July.

Still uncertain is the fate of Department
of Health stalwart Jan Malcolm, who has
been commissioner under three gover-
nors — Jesse Ventura, Mark Dayton and
Walz — and has managed the pandemic
response hand in hand with Walz.

Malcolm and Leppink presided over
the governor’s COVID emergency dec-
larations, which stretched from March
2020 to July 2021 and were sustained —
over vehement Senate opposition — by
support in the DFL-controlled House of
Representatives.

Fearing the Senate would oust arguably
the most important member of his cabinet
since the pandemic began, Walz didn’t call
a special legislative session late last year
to divvy up COVID relief payments to
front-line workers. He wanted a guarantee
from Republican senators that Malcolm
and any other cabinet member wouldn’t
lose their jobs.

Without clearer constitutional and stat-
utory direction on confirmations, leaders

must resort to good faith. It has broken
down.

Confirmation now appears to have little
practical use outside of attacking a gover-
nor’s agenda and the conduct of his office.
It’s an asymmetric exercise in power, a
distortion of checks and balances.

Future would-be cabinet members
might think twice before accepting an
appointment that could make them
disposable bait for political leverage. The
chilling effect could inhibit governors
from making appointments based on
qualifications instead of rough-and-tum-
ble politics.

As the 2022 legislative session gets un-
derway, it remains to be seen whether Sen-
ate Republicans are still after Malcolm.
Her ouster would amount to political
malpractice. In addition to her three stints
as state health commissioner, she has been
a leader in health care delivery (executive
posts with Allina Health and Courage
Center) and academia and research (the
University of Minnesota School of Public
Health).

Hers has been a voice of reason and
calm during the pandemic, including its
fearful and chaotic early months, and she
now oversees a state response predicated
on keeping schools and business open,
safely.

Republicans have been especially vigor-
ous in the Walz era, but both parties have
played the confirmation game.

In 2004 the DFL-controlled Senate

ousted Cheri Pierson Yecke, Republican
Gov. Tim Pawlenty’s education com-
missioner. Yecke’s alleged promotion of
intelligent design as a competing theory
to evolution in the state science standards
was among the criticisms against her. In
2008 the Senate ousted Lt. Gov. Carol
Molnau from her dual role as Pawlenty’s
transportation commissioner, an arrange-
ment some questioned from the start. Her
firing followed a string of controversies
involving Molnau and the Department of
Transportation, including fallout from the
2007 collapse of the Interstate 35W river
bridge in Minneapolis.

Senators mustn’t abuse their ad-
vise-and-consent authority to settle scores
or advance an agenda they don’t have the
numbers or a mandate to advance. Our
imperfect confirmation system needs a fix.

‘We recommend that state law be
changed to limit the Senate to a pre-
scribed period — perhaps 30 to 45 days
— while in session to confirm or deny
an appointment. Absent Senate action,
appointees would continue to serve, as
they do now.

Ultimately, lawmakers should aim
higher by including such language in a
constitutional amendment to be decided
by voters.

— An editorial from the APG of East Cen-
tral Minnesota Editorial Board. Reactions
are welcome. Send to. editorial. board@),
apgecm.com.
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WEST HENNEPIN PUBLIC SAFETY REPORT
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FRIDAY, FEB 4
3600 block Ihduhapi  Trl,
Independence. An officer was

dispatched to a person reporting
feeling dizzy and when he feels
lightheaded he knows he’s going
to black out. He was transported
by ambulance to North Memorial.

2800 block Becker Rd,
Independence. A resident report-
ed a dog that attempted to go
into his home’s doggy door and
broke it. The dog was now in the
resident’s back yard. An officer
picked the dog up and brought
it to the address on its collar
and explained to its owner the
damage it had caused. The dog’s
owner will work with the neigh-
bor to fix the doggy door.

2000 block S Lake Shore Dr,
Independence. A resident report-
ed a suspicious vehicle parked
in his driveway but it left when
confronted by the homeowner’s
son. An officer arrived in the
area and spoke to the driver who
was trying to get to an address
in the area and his friend in the
car behind him was going off
Google maps that wasn’t show-
ing the address properly. Nothing
criminal.

SATURDAY, FEB 5

CR 92/BNSF Railroad. 5:51 a.m.
Police were dispatched to a
train vs. car property damage
crash. Upon the officer’s arrival
he observed the stopped train, a
vehicle on the north side of the

tracks in the ditch and a male
standing next to it. In speaking
with the male, he was the driv-
er of the vehicle and was not
injured. He delivers packages
for Amazon and was following
his GPS. He drove through the
barricades and got stuck on the
tracks. A short time later he
saw the oncoming train and a
jumped out of his vehicle before
it was struck by the train. The
train conductor saw the vehicle’s
headlights but was unable to stop
the train in time. BNSF workers
arrived and checked the tracks
for damage and moved the train.
The vehicle was towed.

1600 Budd Ave, Maple Plain. An
officer was dispatched to a male
having trouble breathing and
feeling a light pressure on his
chest. North Ambulance arrived
and transported him to Waconia
Hospital.

CR 11/Lake Rebecca, Independence.
A black SUV was unable to avoid
a large amount of snow that
sucked it down into the ditch
where it struck a street sign.
The vehicle had minor damage.
[t was pulled out of the ditch.
County maintenance was dis-
patched to plow the snow from
the roadway.

5100 block Main St, Maple Plain.
A person fell in a bathroom and
momentarily lost consciousness.
North arrived and assisted. The
officer left before a transport
decision was made.

SUNDAY, FEB 6

5000 block Main St, Maple Plain.
An officer was dispatched to a
burning complaint. The fire was
out when the officer arrived on
scene and learned that the home-
owner had been burning trash.
He was verbally warned about
burning illegal material.

MONDAY, FEB 7

5700 block Maple Ridge Dr, Maple
Plain. An officer responded to
a complaint of a male soliciting
cameras and a security system
door to door. Upon arrival in the
area the male was unable to be
located. The officer called the
reporting party back who thanked
him for checking it out.

5900 block Three Oaks Ave, Maple
Plain. A report was received of a
suspicious solicitor who’d been
in the area 2 hours earlier selling
security systems. The reporting
party was calling on behalf of
her mother, the homeowner, who
has a ring camera and will save
the video.

TUESDAY, FEB 8

5200 block Bryantwood Dr, Maple
Plain. An officer responded to a
parking lot to meet a male party
for a domestic report. The male
reported being struck on the side
of the head by a female. When
the officer spoke with the female,
she denied hitting the male and
reported the male threw beer at

MINNETRISTA/ST. BONI POLICE REPORT

her. She also showed him where
the male had broken their bed-
room door during a domestic two
days earlier. The male left for the
evening. No arrests.

5800 block Amy Ln, Maple Plain.
A resident reported a solicitor
selling home security had just left
his house and was approaching
a neighbor’s house. An officer
responded and located the solic-
itor who admitted soliciting. He
was told he needed a solicitor’s
permit from the city. He was
verbal warned for the violation of
the city ordinance.

WEDNESDAY, FEB 9

CR 6/110. A vehicle was stopped
for speed and not stopping at the
stop light/sign to cross CR 6. The
driver admitted not being aware
of his speed or the stop sign. He
also admitted not having a valid
drivers license for 20 years. His
vehicle displayed an expired tem-
porary tag and his plates were in
the vehicle door, not displayed on
the vehicle. The driver’s revoked
license was confirmed, along
with numerous driving violations.
He was cited for DAR and speed
and verbal warned for the stop
sign and expired registration dis-
played/no plates.

Hwy 12/Delano Ave, Maple Plain.
A westbound vehicle passed a
stationary officer who observed
the driver looking down, clear-
ly using his phone. The vehi-
cle was stopped and the driv-

er admitted using his phone to
find a gas station. The officer
advised him he’d just passed
one while his head was down
looking at his phone. Driver was
cited for use of phone.

1500 Prairieland Ave, Maple Plain.
A CenterPoint Energy contrac-
tor wearing a safety vest with
CenterPoint printed on it and an
ID badge was doing gas meter
safety checks when a home-
owner came out of his residence
holding a gun and yelled at the
contractor to get off his prop-
erty. The contractor left and
called police who had a lengthy
discussion with the homeowner
about personal protection and
confronting people with a fire-
arm on his property. He was
encouraged to call police when
he has a concern about suspi-
cious activity.

1700 Howard Ave, Maple Plain. Ares-
ident reported someone accessed
his cell phone account and ordered
2 iPhone 13 Pro max cell phones
worth $1,600 each. He was able
to stop the transaction. The res-
ident also reported that someone
accessed his airline miles account
and used it to purchase an airline
ticket. He was provided an FTC
Identity Theft Handbook and given
tips on how to safeguard his iden-
tity and accounts. Case is under
investigation.

15 contacts of citations, verbal and
written warnings were issued for
traffic and equipment violations.

MONDAY, FEB. 7

Dirt spilled from a trailer at Highway
7 and County Road 44 when
the driver made a sudden stop.
Officers stopped traffic while
it was cleaned up by a pass-
erby with a snow plow was
able to push the dirt off the
road. Minnesota Department of
Transportation was also advised
for more thorough clean-up.

A Minnetrista male someone
attempted to use his identity in an
unemployment scam. The claim
had been denied and he did not
suffer any financial loss.

TUESDAY, FEB. 8
Officers responded to a medical call
on Creekside Way.

A Minnetrista resident reported she
applied for a job working from
home. During onboarding, she
gave out her personal informa-
tion. She was then sent checks
totaling $1800 to make pur-
chases from specific people via
Venmo, PayPal and Bitcoin, which
she did, later to find out the
checks bounced and she’d been
scammed.

Officers responded to a medical call
on Highway 7.

A resident reported his teenage
daughter had received inappro-
priate text messages. He was
advised to have the number
blocked.

A barking dog complaint was
reported on Maple Lane.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 9

School staff witnessed a student
with a THC vape and notified the
School Resource Officer.

A custody dispute was reported in
Minnetrista.

A Minnetrista resident heard her
garage door open. On arrival, it
was found to be a relative who
had opened it.

Officers checked on a suspicious
unoccupied vehicle on West Cove
Lane and were able to make contact
with the driver. Everything was fine.

THURSDAY, FEB. 10

Officers responded to a medical call
on Cottagewood Court.

Officers responded to a medical call
on Minneapolis Avenue.

FRIDAY, FEB. 11

Officers responded to a medical
call on Wildwood Avenue.

A 911 hang-up call on Trista Lane
E was found to be accidental.

A student driver slid on ice in the
school parking lot and struck
another vehicle. No one was
injured.

Officers responded to a medical
call on County Road 92.

A 911 hang-up call from Hilltop
Drive was found to be acci-
dental.

A suspicious vehicle was reported
on Fielding Trail.

A missing adult female was
reported from Minnetrista. It
was later determined she had
been hospitalized.

SATURDAY, FEB. 12

A suspicious vehicle was
reported on Ridgewood
Cove.

A suspicious vehicle was
reported on Kramer Road.
A barking dog complaint was
reported on Bayside Lane.
A suspicious vehicle was
reported on Woodedge Road.
Officers responded to a medi-
cal call on Spruce Road.

A barking dog complaint was
reported on Aspen Road.

A Mound motorist struck a
deer on County Road 151.

He was not injured.

A suspicious vehicle was
reported on County Road
92.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

ONGOING

INTRO TO SQUARE DANCING - Laugh, ex-
ercise, meet new friends, and learn a few
square dance calls at 7 p.m., Monday, Feb
28 and Tuesday, Feb. 22 at The Gillespie
Center, 2590 Commerce Blvd., Mound.
No previous experience required. Every-
one’s welcome: solos, couples, and fami-
lies. Partners provided. No charge. Casual
attire. 612-759-923.

FEB. 20
EARTH BATTLES: HOW OLD IS IT?
This dvd reviews geologic evidence

from the Grand Canyon & finds that
the evidence is not ambiguous, but rath-
er very clearly points to a young Earth.
The evidence points overwhelmingly in
favor of worldwide catastrophic pro-
cesses, not the slow & gradual process-
es that long-age geologists claim. This
documentary includes beautiful 3D
animation videos, while explaining the
biblical flood model for the formation
of Earth’s basement rock & sedimenta-
ry fossil-filled layers. 6:00 pm at Calva-
ry Memorial Church, 2420 Dunwoody
Ave., Navarre.

FEB. 24

FUNERAL PLANNING - Funeral Pre-Plan-
ning and Elder Law Attorney from Hu-
ber Funeral Home will be on hand at the
Gillespie Center on Thursday, Feb. 24, at
10 a.m. Get your questions answered.

FEB. 24

COOKING CLASS BY CHEF GREG SLETTEN -
The class will be offered on Thursday, Feb.
24, at noon at The Gillespie Center. Cost:
$5. Register at the Front Desk. Limited
number of spots. Learn to prepare a deli-
cious Italian meal featuring chicken Ppar-

mesan. Cook and enjoy eating the meal
that you prepared.

MARCH 5

KEG & CORK - The 6th Annual Keg & Cork
is back at Our Lady of the Lake! Join us
on March 5 from 6 to 9:30 p.m. for the
only beer, wine & cider tasting in the area!
Ticket price includes unlimited pours, live
music by Matt & Laurel and taco dinner.
Must be 21 to attend. ID required. Tickets
available at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
keg-cork-beer-wine-cider-tasting-tickets-
2613948379977aff=ebdssbdestsearch
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MONDAY, FEB. 7

2635 Kelley Pkwy. Orono - Police responded to a welfare check on
a resident having hallucinations and staff was concerned he could
harm himself. Resident indicated he wanted to go to the hospital
and was transported by medics.

Shoreline Dr & Shadywood Rd. Orono - Vehicle approaching intersec-
tion when light turned green, so she continued through assuming
the car in front of her would also proceed through. The car in front
of her didn’t move, and she rear-ended them. No injuries.

6th Av & Hwy 12. Orono - Officer conducting stationary radar when a
vehicle was going eastbound at a high rate of speed. He conducted
a traffic stop on a vehicle and ran routine checks on driver. Driver
had a lapse in insurance coverage and was cited for no insurance
— OWner.

TUESDAY, FEB. 8

1700 blk. Baywood Shores Dr. Mound — Homeowner was walking
dog and walked down to his dock and discovered a section of
his dock was missing. No suspect info or indication of when theft
occurred.

4515 Shoreline Dr. Spring Park — Officers took a call of an elderly
male not breathing. Upon arrival, male was conscious and alert.

ORONO POLICE REPORT

Son arrived on scene and advised officers of his father's medical
condition and took over care.

1025 0ld Crystal Bay Rd. Orono — Report of a vehicle that was broken
into at Orono Ice Arena, however nothing was taken. No other
reports of damage to vehicles this evening. No suspicious vehicles
located.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 9

North Shore Dr. & Bohns Point Rd. Orono - Officer was running radar
when a vehicle traveling at 57 MPH quickly slowed to 50 MPH in
a 40 MPH zone. Officer initiated traffic stop while speaking w/the
driver observed his slow speech and movements. Driver agreed to
take tests to be sure he could drive safely. Driver failed SFST’s and
ultimately blew a .22 AC and was arrested for 2nd Degree DWI due
to DL history and being over double the legal limit.

Wayzata Blvd & Old Crystal Bay Rd. Orono— Officer responded to a
hit deer call. The driver was westbound on Wayzata Blvd when
the deer jumped onto the roadway. She was unable to avoid the
collision. Deer was deceased. Vehicle had moderate damage.

Lake Rd. Minnetonka Beach— Officers responded to residential burglary
alarm. Armived and checked the perimeter of property as well as all doors
and windows. Residence was secure W/ no signs of illegal activity.

BUSINESS

= & PROFESSIONAL DIRE =

REAL ESTATE

INSURANCE

[SSSSSSSSS==_ Anne Rothstein, Agent

Certified Agency in
Customer Excellence
arothste@amfam.com
(763) 479-1906

American Family Mutual Insuranc
6000 American Parkway, Madison, W1 53783
©2015 006441 - Rev. 2/20 - 15463133

e Company, S.. & ts Operating Companies,

—_— e ——
AMERICAN FAMILY
| INSURANCE [

THRIVENT

FINANCIAL®

V’A

Peter Kabanuk, FSCP™, FIC, LUTCF®
Financial Consultant
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Serving West-Metro for 25 years

Connecting faith & finances for good.®
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o StateFarm-

Janet Symons, Agent

3502 Shoreline Drive

Wayzata, MN 55391
www.janetsymons.com
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Knowing our clients
personally is what we do.

Annie Funke-Thompson
Financial Advisor

5159 Main St E Ste 100
Maple Plain, MN 55359
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Edward Jones
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RECOVERY

SOCIETY, INC.
Serving the Recovery Community for 35 Years
Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting

952-472-7700

For meeting schedules go to
www.tonkaalano.com or follow us on Facebook.

5098 Three Points Blvd. = Mound, MN 55364

THURSDAY, FEB. 10

2500 blk. Commerce Blvd. Mound — Officers responded to a com-
mercial burglary that occurred overnight. Upon arrival, officers
noted forced entry and items were stolen - Open investigation.

2201-2211 Shoreline Dr. Minnetonka Beach — While conducting
stationary traffic checks an officer came upon a vehicle that the
registered owner had a suspended DL, the driver looked like the
picture of the registered owner and a traffic stop was conducted.
Upon approaching the driver's window the officer could smell a
strong odor of marijuana. When asked, the driver pointed at the
ashtray w/multiple burnt blunts. Officers conducted a search of the
vehicle and found marijuana, a grinder. Driver was cited for DAS
and Possession of Marijuana in MV.

FRIDAY, FEB. 11

2400 blk. Woodbridge Rd. Minnetonka Beach - Officers dispatched to
theft from motor vehicle call. Reporting party thought her vehicle
was locked, but realized it was not. Her vehicle was rummaged
through and her wallet was missing from the vehicle. — Open
Investigation

4559 Shoreline Dr. Spring Park - Officers dispatched to a medical
call of one with a Gl bleed. Paramedics transported her to hospital.

5000 blk. Glendale Rd. Mound — Officers responded to a call of a
domestic. Was a verbal argument, there was nothing physical.
Female half wanted to stay elsewhere for the evening and was
picked up by a family member.

SATURDAY, FEB. 12

2155 Commerce Blvd. Mound - Call for an unwanted person.
Bartender cut off a female from being served any longer. Unknown
female became belligerent towards staff. She was told to leave and
refused to do so. She was escorted out by the bartended and she
turned and slapped him in the face. Officers attempted to locate the
female but were unable to find her.

3000 blk Bryant Ln. Mound — Officer responded to lift assist. The
Officer helped the elderly male off couch and to get a drink of
water, then to his lift chair to go upstairs to bed. Officer assisted
him into bed and with getting his sleep apnea mask on, and then
assisted his wife upstairs to go to bed as well.

4800 blk Monmouth Rd. Mound — Officer responded to a complaint
of noises going on for approx. 20 minutes. Officers checked around
the house and didn’t locate fresh prints around house. Reporting
party had officers check inside the house as well. Everything was
safe and secure.

SUNDAY, FEB. 13

2800 Northview Rd. Minnetonka Beach — Medical call, a male passed
out by the pool. Officers arrived and met with party in question, he
was conscious and breathing upon arrival and was given supple-
mental oxygen. Paramedics arrived on scene and cleared officer.
Unknown transport.

2600 blk. Westedge Blvd. Mound — Officers called for a welfare check
on daughter about a custody issue. The mother said the father was
not going to follow the court order and meet for child exchange that
day. Officer advised the mother that she couldn’t do anything at the
time and told the mother to contact family court for the violation of
the court order. Officer later made contact with father who was on
his way to the custody exchange. No further action.

2400 Interlachen Rd. Spring Park — Call of a neighbor reporting
pounding, running, and jumping from apartment above them.
Reporting party stated it’s an ongoing issue and wanted it docu-
mented for management.

Tax Guide

Tax & Accounting Services
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Jason Holt, CRC¢ APMA®
Financial Advisor

952.857.1226

701 Lake St E, Suite 290
Wayzata, MN 55391
jason.holt@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/

jason.holt
Ameriprise @

Financial

May Lose Value
CA Insurance #0H28616

Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member

FINRA and SIPC.

PROTECT THE
THINGS YOU
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Smart choices last a lifetime.
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Maple Plain, MN 55359

FARMERS
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Gene Shavlik ......... CPA
Ryan Carruth ........ CFP, EA
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Long Lake in need of election judges

BY TODD ABELN
reporter.patriot@apgecm.com

The city of Long Lake is
looking for election judges
to help administrator elec-
tions in 2022.

Election judges administer

voting procedures to ensure
a fair and accessible election
for all eligible voters.

The City of Long Lake
asks that election judges be
available to work all day,
from 6 a.m, through election
results reporting at the end

of the night (approximately
10 p.m.)

To serve as an election
judge, you must be eligible
to vote in Minnesota; able
to read, write and speak
English; you cannot be a
spouse, parent, child, or sib-

) RENEWAL
/' by ANDERSEN

FULLSERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

February means

EMPLUOYEE

PRICING

on windows & doors
for IQIERYONE!1

Offer expires on February 26"!

with Renewal by Andersen’s Employee Discount!?

on all windows

0) and doors

250 OF

every window?!

y

ling of any election judge
serving in the same precinct;
and you cannot be a candi-
date or the spouse, parent,
child, or sibling of any can-
didate on the ballot in the
precinct.

If interested, contact

ANDERSEN

WINDOWS & DOORS

200 OF

every patio door & entry door!

$0 Down 0 Monthly Payments 0% Interest for 1 YEAR!

Minimum purchase of four. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.
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Design Consultants. Your free
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information you won't find online!
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DISCOUNT
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For your peace of mind, we hand-select the
finest craftsmen in the industry as our Certified
Master Installers. They'll often install your
windows and doors within one day — so you'll
experience minimal disruption!

Call for your FREE
Virtual or In-Home
Appointment.

Long Lake city clerk at
(952) 4736961 ext | to ap-
ply or to learn more infor-
mation about serving as an
election judge.

Follow The Laker Pioneer on
Facebook.

We're so confident in our exclusive products,
process, and people, we offer the Nation’s
Best Warranty coverage! With us, you don't
need to purchase an over-priced extended
warranty on your windows, doors or installation.

1-800-641-8798

'DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 2/26/2022. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Get $250 off each window and $500 off each entry/patio door when you purchase four (4) or more windows or
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Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required.
Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky®
consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender or familial status. Savings
comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License
MN:BC130983/WI:266951. Excludes MN insurance work per MSA 325E.66. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2022 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2022
Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. Tl is the only warranty among top selling window companies that meets all of the following requirements: easy to understand terms, unrestricted transferability, installation
coverage, labor coverage, geographically unrestricted, coverage for exterior color, insect screens and hardware, and no maintenance requirement. Visit renewalbyandersen.com/nationsbest for details.
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St. John’s completes renovation project

The arrival of furniture sig-
naled the completion of a re-
modeling project at St. John’s
Lutheran Church of Mound
that had been dreamed about
for decades.

Ground was broken on the
project in November 2020 af-
ter a congregational vote was
held which supported moving
forward with the project de-
spite the uncertainty brought
about by the pandemic.

The project included remov-
ing the church offices and their
interior wall from alongside a
frequently congested hallway
outside of the sanctuary and
repurposing the combined
space into a huge, welcoming
“QGreat Hall.”

An adjacent area of the
church was renovated to
house the staff offices and
the church library became a
spacious meeting room. Out-
dated bathrooms were gutted,
redesigned, reoriented, and
completely updated. Outside
the church, the entrance was
expanded and a new, covered
drop off area was constructed.

Remodel plans and over-
sight was provided by a team
of congregation members
— many of whom were pro-

St. John’s Lutheran Church of Mound recently finished up renovations to its building that started in November 2020. (Submitted photos)

fessionals in the industry
— including Mike Wilkus of
Wilkus Architects, PA and
Curt Swanson of Swanson
Homes. The team chose Ro-
chon Corporation as the con-
struction contractor for the
project.

St. John’s Interim Senior
Pastor, Sara Vanderpan cred-
its the church leadership, staff,
and a positive, forward-think-
ing congregation for taking
the bold step of beginning
a major renovation during a
time of change — not only be-
cause of the pandemic, but
also because the church did

WE PAY
GASH

not have a permanent senior
pastor in place.

“Coming in as an inter-
im pastor, each situation is
unique,” Vanderpan said.
“Certainly leading a congre-
gation during COVID cre-
ated challenges, but then for
the congregation to embrace
a large construction proj-
ect during a time when we
couldn’t even gather togethe
- it was quite a demonstration
of faith.”

That faith is being reward-
ed as people appreciate the
new spaces as well as the open
areas which allow groups of

people to be able to gather
together yet have the physical
space to distance themselves
enough to feel safe.

As church council member,
Jim Turner explains, “When
we started planning the proj-
ect, we couldn’t anticipate
what the future would bring.
We just wanted to make our
church home as welcoming as
possible. Ultimately, the fact
that the open spaces also help
to keep us safer is an added
benefit for which we are deep-
ly grateful.”

St. John’s Lutheran Church
of Mound, a congregation

of the ELCA, was founded
in 1927 and over the past 95
years has been a place of wor-
ship, fellowship and mission
serving the Westonka commu-
nity. The congregation is led
by interim Senior Pastor Sara
Vanderpan and interim asso-
ciate Pastor Matt Johnson.

St. John’s hopes to have a
community open house cele-
brating the project completion
once it is safe to do so. More
information can be found at
Www.stjom.org.

Follow The Laker Pioneer on
Facebook.
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Sunset Drive reconstruction to begin in 2023

BY TODD ABELN
reporter.patriot@apgecm.com

Hennepin County is working with the
cities of Spring Park and Orono and
Three Rivers Park District to redesign
Sunset Drive (County Road 51) between
Spring Street and Shadywood Road
(County Road 19).

Construction is anticipated to begin
in 2023.

The existing roadway and under-
ground utilities have not been updated
for more than 50 yearsm and the road-
way lacks curbs and gutters along the
corridor to provide adequate drainage.

Sunset Drive in its current design
is not well suited for people walking,
rolling and biking, and lacks curbs and
gutters needed to help manage storm-
water, according to officials. The best
way to address this is through a road re-

construction project, Hennepin County
said in a release.

Reconstruction of Sunset Drive is
scheduled to begin in 2023, and the ag-
ing roadway and underground utilities
will be replaced, and curbs and gutters
will be added.

Other changes that will be made on
Sunset Drive to meet present and future
needs of the corridor include improv-
ing traffic flow and roadway function at
key intersections for all forms of trans-
portation; providing a safer space for
people walking, biking and rolling; and
improving connectivity and access for
people across neighborhoods.

The project began last fall when Henne-
pin County started taking feedback from
the public for the Sunset Drive redesign.

Project staft hosted a live online open
house on Monday, Nov. 15, to share
information about the project. The

Mine work stopped near BWCA

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Minnesota
regulators on Tuesday told the compa-
ny behind the stalled copper-nickel mine
project near the Boundary Waters Canoe
Area Wilderness that it’s stopping work
on the state’s environmental review.

The Department of Natural Resourc-
es will “redirect staff resources to other
high priority projects,” Commissioner
Sarah Strommen said in a letter to Twin
Metals Minnesota LLC chief executive
Kelly Osborne.

The Star Tribune reports the letter
mentioned the agency’s concerns about
the location for the large amount of
semi-dry processing waste the compa-
ny proposed stacking in an open-air
mound above ground on the marshy
site.

The $1.7 billion underground mine
project, widely condemned for being too
close to the Boundary Waters, was in the
very early stages of permitting in Min-
nesota.

CLICK >>>

HAVE AN
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PROMOTE IT FOR FREE WITH US
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purpose of the open house was to hear
from people who live, work, visit local
businesses on Sunset Drive and use it as
a connector and to better understand
existing concerns and needs to help in-
form a design that best reflects commu-
nity needs.

People who use Sunset Drive are in-
vited to check out an interactive online
comment map at https://www.hennepin.
us/sunset-drive to share any comments,
needs or concerns about the existing
corridor — and even pinpoint them to
specific locations.

To keep the project moving along for

this phase, Hennepin County asks that
residents share any initial comments,
needs or concerns about the existing
corridor. This will keep the project on
track to begin sharing designs for the
public’s feedback in 2022.

Project staff will host outdoor loca-
tions to talk with the public about the
project in 2022.

To learn more about the Sunset Drive
reconstruction project, got to the project
website at https://www.hennepin.us/sun-
set-drive and sign up to receive e-mail
updates for any upcoming opportunities
to provide input on the project.

ShelfGenie

EVERYTHING WITHIN REACH®

a heighborly company

— CUSTON —
PULL-OUT SHELVES
FOR YOUR EXISTING CABINETS

FREE DESIGN CONSULTATION
(612) 246-4969

www.shelfgenie.com

*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Shelves. EXP 3/31/22
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Orono student earns ‘Grand Honors’ for academics

BY TODD ABELN
reporter.patriot@apgecm.com

It didn’t take long for Orono
fifth-grader Luke Mitchell’s par-
ents to recognize that Luke had
a special ability when it came to
numbers and math.

“We recognized it pretty ear-
ly,” Luke’s mom, Amy Mitchell,
said. “He could barely talk and
just blurted out 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,
7,8,9, 10 and I said ‘Did I hear
that right?” He’s had knack for it
from since he was a toddler. He’s
just got a lot of talent that has
just come easy for him.”

That talent was rewarded
when the Johns Hopkins Cen-
ter for Talented Youth (CTY)
recently awarded Luke with the
Grand Honors award. He also
received further accolades as
“one of the brightest students
in the world.” CTY is an inter-
national program that identifies
and recognizes the academic ca-
pabilities of advanced students
around the world.

Luke is recognized for his
exceptional performance on
above-grade-level testing (such
as the SAT, ACT or similar as-
sessment) taken as part of the
CTY Talent Search. He scored

Orono fifth grader Luke Mitchell
earned the Grand Honors Award
from Johns Hopkins Center for
Talented Youth. (Photo courtesy
Mitchell Family)

in the 99th percentile in math,
which qualified him for CTY’s
highest honor. Luke was one of
nearly 19,000 students from 84
countries who joined CTY in
the 2020-21 Talent Search. Few-
er than 28 percent of those par-
ticipants qualified for the CTY
ceremony, receiving either high
or grand honors based on their
test scores.

“At first I didn’t know what it
was then my mom told my what

it was and I was like “Wow!”
Luke said.

Amy said they were looking
for something a little more chal-
lenging for Luke than just the
normal school year stuff and
found the CTY and decided to
just give it a try.

Luke said he went in and took
the test and didn’t really think
anything of it at the time, and
that some of the questions were
easy while he really had to think
hard on the other questions.

“They recommend that you
don’t study for the test, they
want to just see what your nat-
ural ability is,” Amy said. “We
were pleasantly surprised with
the results.”

Luke received the Grand
Honors Award during a virtu-
al ceremony where Dr. Virginia
Roach, CTY’s executive direc-
tor, congratulated honorees for
earning top scores on their test.

“Your results place you at the
top of the top, and that is a great
accomplishment,” Roach said,
while adding that CTY’s Talent
Search isn’t just about achieve-
ment — “It’s about promise.”

Honorees also qualified for
CTY’s Online and On-Campus
Summer Programs. CTY offers

more than 250 online courses
for advanced students in sub-
jects including mathematics,
computer programming, chem-
istry, physics, reading, and writ-
ing. There are more than 15,500
enrollments in CTY Online Pro-
grams courses each year. CTY
will also host students at sites
across the U.S. this year - includ-
ing Johns Hopkins University,
Loyola Marymount University,
Seattle University and UC San-
ta Cruz - during its On-Campus
Summer Programs.

Luke’s accomplishment isn’t
any surprise to his Orono teach-
ers.

“Luke is such a motivated and
engaged mathematician,” Jane
Smith, who leads the elementary
gifted and talented program for
the Orono School District, said.
“He can view the most challeng-
ing of problems as puzzles to
be solved. He is always sharing
this positivity with his peers and
helping them see the ‘play’ in
the work. He encourages oth-
ers to look at things in a differ-
ent way, and if it doesn’t work
the first time, try again. Luke
displays outstanding responsi-
bility and independence within
his advanced coursework, and

VOTE ON YOUR

FAVORITE PHOTOS BETWEEN
March 1 through March 21+

these traits have supported him
in his achievements. He is truly
remarkable.”

His fifth grade teacher John
Smith concurred.

“Luke has a thirst for knowl-
edge and an enthusiasm for
learning that is sincere and in-
fectious. He is a tenacious prob-
lem solver who uses mistakes as
motivation to improve. Luke is a
humble leader, fun to be around,
well-liked by his peers and leads
by example. [ am so proud of all
his accomplishments.”

Both of Luke’s parents are
attorneys,so they are not quite
sure where is math prowess
comes from. Math isn’t Luke’s
only talent as he is also a trum-
pet player and competes in both
tennis and swimming and div-
ing.

“He was very lucky at school
to have teachers early on that
really pushed him and challenge
him and pushed him,” Amy said.
“We are just really excited to see
his achievements be recognized
and thankful to the schools for
challenging him and meeting his
needs.”

Follow The Laker Pioneer on
Facebook.

FAVORITE ICE FISHING PHOTO CONTEST

ENTER YOUR FAVORITE

ICE FISHING PHOTO BETWEEN
Jan. 10 through Feb. 28

Be sure to visit www.hometownsource.com

to check out this contest.
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3070 Organizational 5110 Building & 5170 Concrete/Mason- 5170 Goncrete/Mason-
W Notices 5000 SERVICES Remodelm% ry/Waterproofing ry/Waterproofing
T& QUALITY SERVICE Since 18949
1020 Junkers Altontion Active DULY 5010 Classes/Educa- Daiginal
J & Military Veterans! \ L BATHROOM
& Repairables Begin a new career and tion/Tutoring RENOVATIONS
earn your Degree at CTI! Concrete & Waterproofing, Inc.
24/7-JUNKERS Online Computer & Med- OO We Specialize In:
HAULED TOP $$ FOR ical training available for EASY, ONE DAY e Buckling Walls
REPAIRABLE Veterans & Families! updates! e Foundation Repair
CARS & TRUCKS To learn more, call COMPUTER & We  specialize in  safe e Garage Block Repair
952-220-TOWS (8697) 866-509-8476 IT TRAINING bathing. Grab bars, no * Wet Basement Repair
(M F8 6 E;T) PROGRAM! slip flooring & seated o Wall Resurfacing
3 am-opm ) Train ONLINE to get the ShOCv:ﬁSi: f . e Garage/Basement Floors
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3500 p.uterl& Hellp Déssk Profes& ) 612-824-2769 - 952-929-32249
sional now! rants an
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urnishings i . . .
CRI?%I(\)T(IJEI}%)I{{%Y 9 Call CTI for details! 5180 Construction Find your Faith Community at
PAYING TOP CA$H 866-509-8476 www.onlineworshipdir.com
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All conditions accepted. § Daytona, GMT, Submari- UPDATES in as
Free pickup. ner and Speedmaster. ATTENTION little as ONE DAY!
Call 877-674-0880 MEDICARE . . L
Call for detail Superior quality bath . .
$44-579-9555 B E— RECIPIENTS! v veepue eIl TNS Remodeling and Home Repairs, LLC

AFFORDABLE PRICES!

For Sale Open Enrollment for Medi- ifeti
. Lifetime warranty & pro- . _
Wanted All Vehicles, 24/7 care health plans is here! ) fegsional installs. 612-325-3660
We Pay Cash for Cars. Junk- | BEST SATELLITETYV | Call ourlicensed insurance Todd R. Hedtke

ers p/u free. Call CaveMan || with 2 Year Price Guar- | agents for an affordable { call Now! 855-671-4472
quote for your needed cov-

Owner

612-267-9906 Lic. CR712317

antee! $59.99/mo with

190 channels and 3| 6rage L Jobs Advertisin
1040 Parts & Services 2831?8 cflr:Sn gigfmfi:ll}él; gﬁgtf:; ano obligation free 1-800-955-61152 Call for a free estimate. | No job too smalll
next day installati.on! 833-325-2366 (TTY: 711)
Attention: Auto Call 866-805-5424 LIFE
Injury Victims INSURANCE
FREE!

Compare and see how :
much you can save!
Nation'’s top provid-

ers! No obligation!

TO PLACE YOUR AD

Deadline at 3 pm on Mondays

If you have suffered a
serious injury in an auto

! Call now! 844-570-9709 :

?)clfli%t?(t)’r;a:ell : iave the 2620INlusic . .
experience g you Instruments (Earlier on holiday weeks)
€ compensation TOP CA$H PAID .
you deserve! Phone. 952'442'6820
FOR OLD .
CALL NOW GUITARS! Email: norma@apgecm.com

952-900-2911 1920-1980 Gibson, Mar-
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EXPENSIVE AUTO And gGibsc:n Mandolinsg/. Services s
REPAIRS! Banjos. 844-291-0658. A L E
Our vehicle service pro- 4500 RENTALS BEHAIII\T{]]?:)g?(I){( OR
gram can save you up to
60% off deal i d MORE ON YOUR i iti
iidiomtirstolll / REAL ESTATE TAXES? 6 line ad One week additional
! St &banklevies, F
era(g:(;“ for a free quote: 4570 Storage lie(;liw&?gzuditifl ur?gl(:i wee ks a.l. 1/ 2 p rice.
855-751-1489 For Rent tax returns, payroll is- || ettt ese s ne et nenaenanenannen
(Mon-Fri :9am-4pm PST) sues, & resolve tax debt
Minnetrista: 800-1500 sq FAST. Call 855-442-1259
{111 ft heated, large door. 9300 (Hours: Mon-Fri 7am- T R A N s Po RT ATI o N
Nike Road 612-670-3077 5pm PST
ANNOUNCEMENTS [RSa KR
4610 Houses For Sale Begin your
3040 Holiday Specials faith journey
www.onlineworshipdir.com
|
4510 Apartments/
Condos For Rent 3 lines 4 weeks
Live
Noar 288(195 Add photo for $7
DISCOUNT AIR LONG the Private party only * All 4 pa pers
TRAVEL DISTANCGE | 0 | e ese e 6 1 1 2
Call Flight Services MOVING: Lake

for best pricing on
domestic & interna-

White-Glove
Service from

MERCHANDISE

tional flights inside . Available Now!
and from the US. America’s
Serving United, Top Movers. This apartment deal won't last

Delta, American &

Southwest and many
more airlines.
Call for free quote now!
Have travel dates ready!
888-496-0433

Fully insured and
bonded. Letus
take the stress
out of your out
of state move.
FREE QUOTES!
Call 844-950-1719

SHORELINE
PLACE

APARTMENTS

Affordable living minutes away
from Lake Minnetonka

952-472-4088

3 lines, 2 weeks.
On merchandise $250 or less
Private party only

CentralMinnesota

Classifieds
.com
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Beautifully updated
4 BR, 2 BA home
feats granite tops,
tile backsplash, SS
appliances, stone
gas fireplace, bay
window, vaulted ceilings & walks out to 2 separate
patios! Large corner lot w/ mature trees, raised gardens,
stamped patio & storage shed. Quiet neighborhood close

to everything. $395,000
DING

Meticulously
maintained 4 BR,
3 BA detached
townhome. Owner's
suite w/ walk-in
closet & pvt BA.
Main Ivl open flr
plan, 4 season porch & 4th BR or office w/ French doors, main
flr laundry. Spacious kitch w/ quartz tops, tile beksplsh & SS
appl, ample storage. Natural light, sunroom, maintenance free
deck. Fully finished LL w/ 2 BR, walk-in closet, full BA, wrkshp

AGAN — NEW LISTING |

Meticulously
maintained 2 story
home on .65 acre lot.
153" Little Pulaski
Lakeshore. Spacious
main Ivl, office,
gourmet kitch wfcenter
island, granite tops, SS appl, tle beksplsh, 42" upper cabs, hwd frs, access
to deck & outdoor kitch. Living rm w/ frplc, built-ins, ir to ceiling windows,
open dining, guest BA & Irg laundry. 4 BR up, mstr suite w/ walk-in closet,
double vanity, sep tub & shwr. LL 5th BR, full BA, wet bar, game table &

home theater. Patio w/frepit. 6 car garage.
ONTROSE — PENDING

Great starter
home!
Completely
finished 3
bedroom, 2
bath detached
townhome. This home features vaulted
ceilings, tile bath, deck & 2 car garage.
Everything is done here, just move in and

Corner lot
zoned for single
family, duplex
OR townhouse.
Open to builders!
Nice level, gently

sloped lot in established neighborhood. Bring
your own builder. Electric & city water stubbed
in, combine w/ adjoining lot for multi-family

townhome complex. Great value, priced to sell.
$49,500

DELANO - TO BE BUILT

Avalon model
by Drake Homes
feats 3 BR on
upper Ivl, 3 BA &
open/bright main
level w/ 9’ ceilings.
Kitch feats walk-in
pantry, 42" upper cabs, center island, granite tops.
Gas frplc w/ stone surround & wood mantel in great
room. Upper Ivl laundry. 3 car garage & irrigation
rough-in. Add’l lots to choose from & other floor plans

ATERTOWN |

o A Property Sold Every 1.7 Days in 2020
e Trusted Estate Sales Consultants
e #1 in the Western Area

Search all MLS listings:
www.vanderlindegroup.com

DELANO - TO BE BUILT

Cambridge Plus model
by Drake Homes feats
4 BR on upper Ivl.
Mstr suite w/ pvt BA,
soaker tub & sep shwr,
double vanity sink &
walk-in closet. Upper
vl laundry. Open/bright main Iviw/ 9" ceilings. Stone surround gas
frplc. Kitch w/ Irg center island, 42" upper cabs, soft close doors
& drawers, granite tops & Irg walk-in pantry. Mud room w/ built-in
lockers. Den/office. Walkout, unfinished basement. 3 car garage.

Other floor plans & lots available $490,767

Prime 38 acres
contiguous to
the eastern city
limits of City of
Cologne. Great
investment!
Benton Creek
meanders
through the property. Approx. 11 wooded and
12 tillable acres. perfect setting & location to
build your dream estate. Easy access to Hwy.
212. Come relax, enjoy nature’s PRIVATE setting.

Jeff Vanderlinde Judy Vanderlinde
763-972-3500 612-759-5054
Eric Beckman Julie C. Smola Haley Mans Lisa Schiltz
763-670-4848  612-581-4017  763-360-7769  763-245-2621
Each Office Independently Owned & Operated
LAND
Acres Description Price City
38 Perfect setting & location to $589,000 Cologne
build your dream estate
0.2 Corner lot zoned for single family, $49,500 Watertown
duplex OR townhouse
0.19 Corner lot zoned for single family, $49,500 Watertown

& fam room walks out to private patio. relax. available to customize. Open to all builders. duplex OR townhouse
5190 Decks DONATE YOUR
CARTO KIDS
QUALITY DECKS .
TWO TEACHER CONST. Fast Free Pickup -
Professionals Who Design Running or Not - 24
& Build Quality. 25+ yrs Hour Response
BBB. Visit us for photos@ - Maximum Tax
Twoteacherconstruction. Donat!m} N qup ,
com Lic #BC073200 Find Missing Kids!
952-472-5670 1-844-335-8370
5270 Gutter Cleaning
Never clean your
gutters again! e ‘ ‘ e
(]
Affordable,
professionally installed
gutter guards protect .
your gutters and Y ur g andChIIdren
home from debris
and leaves forever! .
For a FREE will thank you.
844-548-9643 NEW AUTHORS
WANTED!
Recycling reduces the pollution
5280 Handyperson g :
Yot wn book: FREE § that leads to climate change.
author submission kit! £
Elite Repair & Tile Limited offer! g
Regrout, Tile, Painting, Etc. z
Screen & Window Repair Why wait? Call now: 2
George 952-994-4303 335.995.3183 | 5390 Roofing, Siding 5390 Roofing, Siding
§ & Gutters & Gutters
Jobs 1-800-955-6112 g
5370 Painting &
5360 Miscellaneous Decorating

DirecTV Satellite
TV Service
Starting at $79.99/month!
Free Installation! 160+
channels available. Call
Now to Get the Most Sports
& Entertainment on TV!

833-895-1006

*Mike the Painter Interi-
or/ exterior, Wallpaper, 35
yrs exp, Ins 612-964-5776

5420 Tree Care &
Stump Removal

ArborBarberTrees.com
Member: BBB
Trimming,
Removal &

Stump Grinding
612-703-0175

GENERAL CONTRACTORS
STORM DAMAGE RESTORATION
ROOFING ¢ SIDING « WINDOWS

FREE ESTIMATES

(763) 550-0043 » (952) 476-7601
(651) 221-2600

3500 VICKSBURG LANE SUITE 400-351 ¢« PLYMOUTH, MN 55447
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DO YOU LOVE YOUR
COMMUNITY...ENOUGH

MINNESOTA
LAKES BANK'

EMPLOYMENT

\)

5550 Career Services
TO WRITE AB““I IT FT or PT Teller Positions — TRAIN ONLINE TO DO
EVERY WEEK? Mound & Delano MEDICAL BILLING!

The Laker Pioneer is looking for somebody who knows the west Lake
Minnetonka area and would enjoy covering it as a community editor.
This job offers something new every week, but is especially rewarding since
it allows you fo share stories that leave a lasting impression and ultimately
improve communication in your community. If you have strong writing skills,
can be objective in your reporting, look forward to meeting new people and
researching issues, enjoy photography and would like to be part of a team
that produces a paper every week and posts daily updates, this may be your
perfect job. Experience is a plus, but we can also train.This is a full-time position,
but we would consider applicants looking for part-time options as well.

Become a Medical Office
Professional online at CTI!
Get Trained, Certified &
ready to work in months!

Call 866-509-8476
(M-F 8am-6pm ET)

=] vl

Minnesota Lakes Bank is seeking full or
part-time tellers for their Mound and Delano
locations. Positions will also require working
the Saturday rotation. Previous teller or cash
handling experience preferred.

FT Teller / Customer Service
Representative

Minnesota Lakes Bank has an
immediate opening for a full-time Teller/
Customer Service Representative at

its Delano location. The candidate

will process a variety of transactions
including deposits, withdrawals, transfers,
loan payments and cash advances.

This candidate will also be responsible
for opening new accounts & cross-selling
bank products. 3-4 years of prior banking
experience required. Work schedule

will be Monday — Friday and occasional
Saturdays. Competitive salary & benefit
package available.

To apply send resume to editor Jason Schmucker at:

jason.schmucker@apgecm.com. Past writing samples also welcomed.

For All
Your
Classified
Advertising
Needs

Call Norma at

Train online to do medical new blinds & shades. Free in-home system. Most advanced medical
billing! Become a Medical Office estimates make it convenient to shop alert product on the market. Voice-

Professional at CTI! Get trained &
certified to work in months! 888-
572-6790. The Mission, Program
Information and Tuition is located at
CareerTechnical.edu/consumer-information.
(M-F8-6 ET)

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS!
50 Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00.
100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW!
888-445-5928 Hablamos Espaiiol

Dental insurance -  Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Covers
350 procedures. Real insurance -
not a discount plan. Get your free
dental info kit! 1-888-623-3036
www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258

Attention oxygen therapy users!
Inogen One G4 is capable of full 24/7
oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds.
Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

The Generac PWReell solar plus
battery storage system. Save money,
reduce reliance on grid, prepare
for outages & power your home.
Full installation services. $0 down
financing option. Request free no
obligation quote. 1-855-270-3785

GENERAC Standby Generators
provide backup power during power
outages, so your home & family
stay safe & comfortable. Prepare
now. Free 7-yr extended warranty
$695 value! Request a free quote
today! Call for terms & conditions.
1-844-334-8353

Eliminate ~ gutter  cleaning  forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule
free LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-855-995-2490

Directv Now. No Satellite. $40/mo 65
Channels. Stream news, live events,
sports & on demand titles. No contract/
commitment. 1-866-825-6523

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. 1 TB of
data/mo. Ask how to bundle &
SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply.
1-888-796-8850

from home. Professional installation.
Top quality - Made in the USA. Free
consultation: ~ 877-212-7578.  Ask
about our specials!

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast
internet no matter where you live.
25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle
TV & Internet. Free Installation.
Call 866-499-0141

IOLD GUITARS WANTED!!
GIBSON, FENDER, MARTIN,
Etc. 1930's to 1980%s. TOP DOLLAR
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE
1-866-433-8277

Looking for assisted living, memory
care, or independent living? A Place
for Mom simplifies the process of
finding senior living at no cost to your
family. Call 1-833-386-1995 today!

Become a  published author.
We want to read your book!
Dorrance Publishing trusted since
1920.  Consultation,  production,
promotion & distribution. Call for
free author’s guide 833-719-3029 or
visit dorranceinfo.com/acp

Paying top cash for men’s
sportwatches!  Rolex,  Breitling,
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer,
Daytona, GMT, Submariner and
Speedmaster. Call 833-603-3236

Put on your TV Ears & hear TV w/
unmatched clarity. TV Ears Original
- originally $129.95 - now w/this
special offer only $59.95 wi/code
MCB59! 1-833-530-1955

Aloe Care Health medical alert

activated! No wi-fi needed! Special
offer w/icode CARE20 for $20 off
Mobile Companion. 1-855-521-5138

Hero takes stress out of managing
medications. Hero sorts & dispenses
meds, sends alerts at dose times &
handles prescription refill & delivery
for you. Starting at $24.99/month.
No initiation fee. 90-day risk-free
trial! 1-888-684-0280

Wants to purchase minerals and
other oil and gas interests. Send
details to PO. Box 13557 Denver,
CO 80201

Reader Advisory: The National
Trade Association we belong to
has purchased the above classifieds.
Determining the value of their
service or product is advised by
this publication. In order to avoid
misunderstandings, some advertisers
do not offer employment but rather
supply the readers with manuals,
directories and other materials
designed to help their clients
establish mail order selling and
other businesses at home. Under
NO circumstance should you send
any money in advance or give the
client your checking, license ID, or
credit card numbers. Also beware
of ads that claim to guarantee loans
regardless of credit and note that if a
credit repair company does business
only over the phone it is illegal to
request any money before delivering
its service. All funds are based in US
dollars. Toll free numbers may or may
not reach Canada.

GENERAC
et

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty & professional
installs. Senior & Military Discounts
available. Call: 855-761-1725

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today!
Help and Support our Veterans. Fast
- FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible.
Call 1-800-245-0398

Update your home with beautiful

LeafdFilter

PROTECTION

Q CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs Eam—Hpm Fii St gam-Spm,

Uensen WWOB6H15 Licenseh VIC9598117 Nasias e Lic

15 orf H 100FF 5(.4;:F

YOUR ENTIRE
YOUR ENTIF SENIOR & MILITARY IO THE FIRST.

| Promo Number: 285

For those who qualy. One coupon per hausehu\d o abligaton estimate vaidfor 1 year, *Offer vl at time of estimate only 2The leading
porting dgency conductéd 3 16 month utdor fst ofguter uards n 201 a
installe g gu((er Eusrd stemin Amenicy” Manutactured n Plamwel Michigan and pro(essed at EMIT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representaiive
for fullwarranty deal i 1035755 DOPL ¥1078368 S80T License 7656 [iencer 501 99335 Licensed
J8344 Lcenses zmzsa WA LBl 603235 577 icenses 2102212985 [cences 2166212045 Licenses 27051321534 Licenses: LEATNWEZ2j2
Ho'
CIS7358 Reisraiont C157530 Regiration 6530518 Repeiraions PCoATS Kebuations 14731804 gy Stani |VH05953008 Resiora:
tions PAOGSE3 Suffolk HIC Lcenses 532291 Licenses 2703169245 icenses 262000032 icense# 262000403 Licenser 0086330 Regsrations

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

CALLERS!™

000 Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC0649905 R

Interested applicants may apply online at
https://grsb-hr.com/onlineapp/

Equal Opportunity Employer

952-442-6820
Or email
Norma@apgecm.com

ssurance

Manufacturing, Imc.

Assurance Manufacturing is hiring! We offer our employees a modern
work environment with great pay and benefits. We are employee owned!

Come join our growing team

Press Brakes 15t & 2" shifts

CNC Set Up Machinist 15t & 2" shifts

Toolmaker 1t shift

Shear Set Up 1%t shift

Metal Finisher/Grinder/Timesaver 1 shift

Material Handler 1t shift

Quality In-Process Inspector 1 shift

Estimating & Sales Engineer 1% shift
Janitor/Maintenance/Handy Person — part-time 1%t shift

Apply at: https://www.applicantpro.com/openings/assurancemfg/jobs

TRAINING PROVIDED

Flexible hours

Our Albertville, MN location is currently accepting
applications for the following position:
SEASONAL GDL DRIVERS

Pick the vehicle you feel comfortable driving. We will provide the necessary training.
- Pickup truck - deliveries - Pickup trucks pulling fertilizer spreaders
- Single axle tender truck - Tandem axle tender truck
Applicants must be willing to obtain a seasonal CDL OR currently hold a Class
(B) or (A) CDL and a current Medical Card. 196520

Please apply online at www.federatedcoops.com
and click “Careers”, or call 763-497-2122
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NOW HIRING EXPERIENCED WEB PRESS OPERATORS

Adam’s Publishing Group is looking for EXPERIENCED WEB PRESS OPERATORS
to fill positions on all shifts at our Princeton, MN printing facility. Pressmen are
responsible for the overall performance of press; to include, production, efficiency,
quality, material usage, safety, and maintenance.

ESSENTIAL DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Includes, but not limited to the following. Other duties may be assigned as needed.

- Correctly make ready press from information on job ticket.

- Carry out accurately and precisely detailed instructions from job orders.

- Monitor product for quality during job runs. Check preciseness of detail against specifications and proof.

- Communicate to management concerns relating to specific jobs, press performance and crew
performance.

- Follow process control and quality control procedures.

- Practice safe work habits. Understand and follow company and industry safety rules.

- Follows instructions carefully and accurately.

KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND ABILITIES

- Previous press experience with a background in cold set web production and a strong understanding
of the offset printing process and web press operations.

- Requires thorough knowledge of offset printing procedures, materials and specifications, equipment,
and safety requirements and skills to perform assignments.

- Skill to read and understand job specifications and knowledge of press capabilities to determine
the most appropriate press usage, press settings and materials needed to run the job successfully.

- Quality-conscious and production-oriented

- Capable of setting priorities and attention to detail

- Able to work without supervision

- Good mechanical aptitude and skills

- Demonstration of professional conduct and cooperative behavior with co-workers

Please submit resumes to Dave Watters at

dave.watters@apgecm.com, or apply in person at ECM :
Publishers, 1201 14th Avenue South, Princeton, MN 55371.

St. Paul Mill
2250 Wabash Ave
St. Paul MN 55114
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WestRock Recycles!

WESTROCK IS HIRING FOR THESE
ENTRY LEVEL TRADE POSITIONS

- Production Worker $23.30/hr +$1000 bonus
- Recycled Paper Machine Operator $23.30/hr

- Electricians $41.79-$45.79/hr +$15000 bonus

* Maintenance Machinists $33.78/hr +$5000 bonus

+$1000 bonus
« Forklift and Production Operator $23.30/hr * Millwrights/ Industrial Maintenance $33.78/hr
+$1000 bonus +$5000 bonus

Please apply at

www.westrock.com/careers & search for St Paul Mill
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EMPLOYMENT

SERVICE AND
INSTALLATION TECHNICIAN
Grow with the leading inclined eleva-
tor manufacturer. Manage and perform
inclined elevator inspections and ser-
vice. Knowledge of general mechan-
ics and low-voltage electrical systems
required. Extensive travel. Full-time.
Marine  Innovations 888/334-4666
info@marineinnovations.com

THE MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT
OF AGRICULTURE (MDA)

is hiring temp Forest Pest Surveyors
(Agric Technicians) for the 2022 Gypsy
Moth (Lymantria dispar) Trapping Sur-
vey. View job post (Job L.D. 52276)
& apply online through March Ist at:
https://mn.gov/mmb/careers. MDA
is an equal opportunity employer &
provider.  Questions:  651/201-6692
or natasha.northrop@state.mn.us

WANTED TO BUY

WANTED:

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Cash
in exchange. Sell now while prices
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WANTED TO BUY OR TRADE

FREON WANTED:
We pay $$ for old refrigerants:
R11, RI12, RII3 & more! Certi-
fied Professionals. Call 312/586-9371
or visit RefrigerantFinders.com
Te pagamos por tu refrigerante!

DONATE YOUR CAR
truck or boat to Heritage For The
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax
deductible, free tow, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

DISH NETWORK $64.99
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.)
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift
card. FREE voice remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING
memory care, or independent living?
A Place for Mom simplifies the pro-
cess of finding senior living at no cost to
your family. Call 888/715-1720 today!

THE COVID CRISIS
has cost us all something. Many have
lost jobs and financial security. Have
$10K In Debt? Credit Cards. Medi-
cal Bills. Car Loans. Call National
Debt Relief! We can help! Get a FREE
debt relief quote: Call 844/205-5439

THE GENERAC PWRCELL
A solar plus battery storage system. Save
money, reduce your reliance on the grid,
prepare for power outages and power your
home. Full installation services available.
$0 down financing option. Request a free, no
obligation quote today. Call 888/913-5895
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Advertise here HERO TAKES THE STRESS OUT
of managing medications. Hero sorts

statewide in 210+ and dispenses meds, sends alerts at

newspapers for only dose times and ilandles prescrip-
$279 per week!

Call 800-279-2979

tion refill and delivery for you. Start-
ing at $24.99/month. No initiation fee.

90-day risk-free trial! Call 844/255-4489

ADAMS PUBLISHING GROUP EAST CENTRAL MINNESOTA IS

SEEKING AN ACCOUNTS PAYABLE ASSOCIATE BASED IN OUR
COON RAPIDS, MN LOCATION.

The successful candidate must be flexible, attentive to details, diplomatic, and
able to multi-task. Candidates for this position should have strong interpersonal
skills and client orientation and exhibit an ability to work effectively with internal
and external contacts. Candidate needs to be a self-starter and a willingness to
take on new duties and projects.

PRIMARY DUTIES INCLUDE:

- Review and verify invoices and check requests

- Enter and upload invoices into accounting system

- Prepare and perform payments (electronic, paper)

- Research and resolve invoice discrepancies and issues

- Maintain electronic vendor files

- Correspond professionally with vendors and respond to inquiries

REQUIREMENTS:

Computer skills required, excel spreadsheets and accounts payable experience desired.
Recent college (Associate or 4 year) graduates encouraged to apply.

Competitive medical, dental, and vision insurance; company paid disability and term life
insurance; a generous PTO policy; company paid holidays; and a 401 (k) with a discretionary
match.

To Apply: Email Resume to John McGraw at john.mcgraw@apgecm.com

All qualified applicants will receive consideration for employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex,
sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, disability or veteran status. Equal Opportunity Employer 5040
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Now Accepting Applications for
Seasonal Class A and B Drivers

Apply within:
Nutrien Ag Solutions
Attn: Brad or Tom
20190 W. Hwy 10
Big Lake, MN 55309
(763) 263-2518

College Students
and Retirees Welcome

EOE

Melchert Hubert Sjodin Law Firm

located in the SW Metro area is seeking a
FuLL-TiME BoOKKEEPER
Qualified candidates would have experience in bookkeeping
and accounting tasks, and Microsoft Office.

Tasks include accounts payable/accounts receivable
processing; general ledger maintenance; law firm client
billing; client trust account and bank account tasks; monthly
account reconciliations; payroll processing in coordination
with payroll vendor; prepare monthly financial statements;
and other bookkeeping tasks as requested. Previous
bookkeeping experience required. Law firm billing experience

preferred but not required.

Qualified candidates should forward
resume and cover letter to
mbening@mhslaw.com

visit us online at lakerpioneer.com

POURED WALL FORM SETTERS AND CONCRETE FINISHERS

HIRING

PRODUCTION ASSOCIATES

*25/HR

STARTING PAY
PLUS BENEFITS
FULL-TIME EMPLOYMENT

Help Package Covid-19 Diagnostics

Monday-Thursday or Tuesday-Friday
$37.50/HR Overtime Rate
$150.00 Qvertime Incentive
Secure, Long Term Employment

Come join us, it's a great place to work!

B'I'o'mH_
LLC

4275 Norex Dr., Chaska

Apply at www.BIOLYPH.com

Expert Construction Inc., in Young America, MN
is looking for experienced concrete employees.
Majority of work is in the west metro. Must be
responsible, organized, timely, have reliable
transportation. Company drivers must have
clean record and DOT medical card. Experience
will determine pay and is negotiable.

Health insurance and paid vacation available to
qualified applicants.

Positions available:

* Poured wall forman

* Poured wall laborers and form setters

* Flatwork forman

» Flatwork finishers

* Form Crane driver/operator, (Class B with air
brakes, some laboring will be required with this
position.)

Pay starts at $23.00/hr to $40.00/hy

Applicant can call or text David Newman with questions at
612-282-5883 between 8AM and 5PM. Forward resumes to

David Newman at david@pilingsystems.com

TOOL & DIE MAKER
METAL STAMPINGS

Experience required in building &
maintaining blank, progressive, compound
& draw dies. If you are interested in variety,

personal growth and the advantages of
working in a small business, we offer:

Excellent wages & benefits including
Vacation, Insurance, 401(k) and a great
Bonus Plan!

Fax, mail or email your resume to:

1060 Quaker Ave., PO Box 85, Jordan, MN 55352
F: 952-492-3790
admin@engeldiversified.com
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EPG designs, engineers, fabricates, and manufactures OEM
environmental and industrial products. We offer great
benefits: Health, Dental, Vision, 401K holidays and
vacation. All positions are standard daytime hours. Full time
and part time positions available.

Working but looking for a career change?
Retired or a stay at home parent looking

for full time position or part time with
flexible hours?
We have a position for you!

Contact Tim Ward at tward@epgco.com or call 763-463-9838

Union Manufacturing Positions

2nd shift-Work 4 ten hour days
$20.40 to $22.33 starting pay
Advancement opportunities available

Medical, Dental, Life, HSA, 401(k), PTO & Union Pension

AmerisourceBergen

IMMEDIATE FULL-TIME
NIGHT SHIFT OPENINGS
Starting Pay $21.50/hour*

*includes shift differential

$2000 Sign On Bonus

2nd Shift — Nights (Sunday 4:30pm to complete,
Mon-Thurs 5:30pm to complete)

Openings: Logistic Specialist (Days);
Order Fillers, APS Channel Fillers

“Why Work at AmerisourceBergen” —
Performance Incentive Pay, Leaders in pharmaceutical distribution,
Committed to improving patients’ lives, State of the art facility

What We Offer:
Competitive Pay ¢ Medical and Dental Benefits
401(k) « Tuition Reimbursement « Great Culture and Work Environment
* Clean & Climate Controlled Warehouses ¢ Career Advancement

We Are Looking for Applicants Who Are:
Motivated « Hard-working « Able to work in afast-paced environment  Dependable
* Perform manual tasks on a regular basis (lifting up to 50 Ibs., walking, bending, grasping, reaching)

JOB FAIR ONSITE INTERVIEWS
Every Thursday in February
1:00 - 7:00 PM

AmerisourceBergen
500 Innovation Drive, Shakopee, MN

No phone calls please
Candidates who receive a job offer must pass a pre-employment reference check,

including drug screen and criminal background check.
Equal Opportunity Employer, M/F/DNV

APPLY NOW! www.amerisourcebergen.com

Click on the Career section and search for jobs in Shakopee

Saturday, February 19,2022 17

¢ Housekeeping, Security,
Nickelodeon Universe® and more!
e Part Time + Full Time Opportunities
¢ Free Ride Passes — Distributed Quarterly
¢ 50% Discount at Food Locations in
Nickelodeon Universe
e Discounted Metro Transit Pass - $11.50 a month

Apply at MALLOFAMERICA.COM/EMPLOYMENT

Human Service Technician

Human Service Technician to work as direct support personnel of our
adult foster care homes in the cities of Buffalo, Chaska and Watertown.
A Human Service Technician (HST) must possess basic problem solving
skills, have a strong desire to help others, and the desire to improve

the quality of life of the individuals they are working with. An HST is
responsible for following/implementing an individual’s plans and assist
in activities of daily needs. An HST must have the ability to effectively
communicate orally and in writing within the house aswell as within the
company departments and document in the necessary records.
HSTs must also performdaily duties and responsibilities

as assigned, such as but not limited to: housekeeping

duties, household errands, appointments, shopping, and
leisure activities. Each house can vary in the needs of each
individual served.
Starting pay of $16.00.

Applg/ online at www.divinehouse.org or Divine House Inc.
28 5th St. SW Willmar, MN 56201 (320) 231-2738

- 4

EOE

Local Editor

The Aitkin Independent Age is seeking an editor to lead our
coverage in Aitkin, Minnesota. We’re looking for someone who
enjoys interaction with others and is committed to quality com-

munity journalism. Aitkin is located in the beautiful lakes country
of north central Minnesota. If you love journalism, community

and the outdoors, this may be the perfect job.The ideal candidate
is someone who can engage readers, loves to write, will uncover

interesting stories, understands the importance of
community journalism and enjoys their work. Photography,
layout, reporting and online posting a must. Recent college-grads
encouraged to apply, as well as those with experience.

Full-time with benefits, including 401(k) and paid time off

Submit resume and clips (writing and photography) to Keith Anderson,
director of news, keith.anderson@apgecm.com

Aitkin %S Aitkin
Minnesota  Aitkin Independent Ade  Minnesota
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Qyour Polar Dreams
“”‘”A”mu

Quark Expeditions has been exploring

the Arctic for 30 years.

Isn't it time you joined us?

) See polar bears, whales, muskoxen,
reindeer, glaciers and more

) Explore by ship, helicopter and Zodiac

) Embrace exciting off-ship adventures

Voyages start at $11,913"

Call one of our Polar Travel Advisors:

1.855.997.0361

24 hours a day Monday to Friday, and Saturday until
4 pm. *Average voyage starting price. Starting price is
subject to change. We reserve the right to change our
preducts’ prices at any time without further notice.

Quark
Expeditions®

The Leader in Polar Adventures

A $695 Value!
Limited Time Offer - Call for Details

Special Financing Available

Subject to Credit Approval

GENERAC
e —— |

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

Enjoy our new
Reader Perks program.

Visit our website & click on
“Free Coupon”!

KEEP INFORMED WITH
ALL THAT'S LOCAL!

Sign Up for a Free

Mailed Subscription

Simply fill out the form below...
« MAIL IT BACK...or

* Take a picture of completed form,
then EMAIL IT to us...or

e GO ONLINE at Hometownsource.com

& complete the form

Y ES!

Name:

| WANT TO RECEIVE THE LAKER/PIONEER
IN THE MAIL FOR FR EE EVERY WEEK

Mailing Address:

City/State:

Zip: Phone:

Email:

Today’s Date (Required):

Signature (Required):

Mail: APG Subscriber Services

4095 Coon Rapids Blvd., Coon Rapids, MN 55433

Email photo of completed form to: servicecenter @apgecm.com
*Free delivery available to local residents only. All information kept confidential.

Questions? Call: 1-763-712-3544 « Online: hometownsource.com

ONLINE AT LAKERPIONEER.COM

visit us online at lakerpioneer.com

Many COVID-19
patients in December
were vaccinated

ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP)
— More than half of
Minnesotans who tested
positive for COVID-19 in
December were vaccinated,
according to state health
officials.

The Minnesota De-
partment of Heath break-
through case data does not
indicate if people had re-
ceived booster shots.

Roughly a third of those
who were hospitalized for
COVID-19 or died during
that month also were vacci-
nated, the data showed.

“We know omicron was
a big part of it,” Daniel
Huff, the health depart-
ment’s assistant commis-
sioner, said of the growth
in breakthrough infections.
“We know omicron was im-
mune-evasive, much more
so than delta. Even those
who were vaccinated, even
though they had protection
against infection, it was less
protection than they had
against delta infection.”

Nevertheless, health of-

ficials say vaccines along
with a booster dose remain
the best way to protect
against severe illness and to
slow the spread of the coro-
navirus.

Vaccinations were never a
promise of total protection,
but now, health officials say
that as the coronavirus has
evolved through different
variants, they acknowledge
there’s an increased risk the
vaccinated can still contract
and spread COVID-19, the
St. Paul Pioneer Press re-
ported.

“The vaccines were ini-
tially designed and contin-
ue to do an excellent job at
preventing severe disease
— keeping people out of
the hospital, keeping them
out of the ICU and keep-
ing them from dying,” said
Dr. John O’Horo, a Mayo
Clinic infectious diseases
expert. “I think we have
lost focus on what vac-
cines are designed to do,
which is make this disease
manageable.”

GENERAC
e
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Westonka teachers up for
“Teacher of the Year’ honors

BY TODD ABELN
reporter.patriot@apgecm.com

Three local teachers are up for the
state’s most prestigious educators
award.

All three teachers work
in the Westonka School
District and are among
the 77 candidates for
2022 Minnesota Teacher
of the Year.

Mara Drill from Hill-
top Primary School,
Lyndsay Geyen from
Westonka Early Learn-
ing and Jodie Rasicot
from Shirley Hills Prima-
ry School have accepted
their nominations and
completed the required
materials to become eli-
gible for the honor.

The 2022 Minnesota
Teacher of the Year will
be chosen from a field
of 77 candidates. These
candidates have accept-
ed their nominations and
completed the required
materials to become eli-
gible for the honor.

This year’s program
will name the 58th Minnesota Teach-
er of the Year. The program celebrates
the tradition of excellence in teaching
in Minnesota. Eligible candidates
include pre-kindergarten through
12th-grade, Early Childhood Family
Education and Adult Basic Educa-

DRILL

GEYEN

RASICOT

tion teachers, from public or private
schools.

An independent panel of leaders in
the fields of education, business, gov-
ernment, nonprofit and philanthropy
will read candidates’ portfolios over
the next few weeks and narrow the list
to a group of semifinalists. In March,
the panel will convene again and re-
view additional materials from the
semifinalists to choose a group of fi-
nalists. Because of safety precautions
related to the COVID-19 pandemic,
the scheduled Minnesota Teacher of
the Year banquet, set for May 1 at
the Saint Paul RiverCentre, could be
postponed.

Organized and underwritten by Ed-
ucation Minnesota, the Minnesota
Teacher of the Year program receives
support from Education Minnesota
ESI, Educators Lifetime Solutions,
EFS Advisors, Harvard Club of Min-
nesota Foundation, SMART Technol-
ogies and United Educators Credit
Union.

The Minnesota Teacher of the Year
award is no strangers to the Westonka
School District, as Corey Bulman, an
English teacher at Mound Westonka
High School, won the 2017 Minneso-
ta Teacher of the Year.

Bulman is still teaching at Mound
Westonka High School and was
the 53rd recipient of the state’s top
teaching award and the first from the
Westonka district.

Follow The Laker Pioneer on Face-
book.

Minnetonka Beach has
Park Commission opening

Minnetonka Beah has

fun doing so. The commit-

working  independently

Saturday, February 19, 2022 19

Legals

CITY OF MINNETRISTA

EXHIBIT A
NOTICE OF HEARING ON ASSESSMENTS
2022 STREET IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
(CITY PROJECT NO. 01-22)

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

TIME AND PLACE
GENERAL NATURE OF:

Notice is hereby given that the City
Council of the City of Minnetrista,
Minnesota, will meet at the Minne-
trista City Hall, 7701 County Rd 110
W, on the 7th day of March 2022, at
7:00 o’clock P.M., to consider objec-
tions to the proposed assessments
for the 2022 Street Improvement
Project (City Project No. 01-22) here
tofore ordered by the City Council.

ASSESSMENT ROLL OPEN
TO INSPECTION:

The proposed assessment roll is on
file with the City Clerk and available
electronically for public inspection.

AREA PROPOSED TO BE
ASSESSED:

The area proposed to be assessed
consists of those lots, pieces or par-
cels of land benefitted by improve-
ments, which has been ordered and
is as follows: those parcels adjacent
to and with access via Jennings
Cove Road, Upper Cove Road,

East Cove Lane, West Cove Lane
and Cove Circle, in the City of Minne-
trista, Minnesota.

TOTAL AMOUNT OF
PROPOSED ASSESSMENT:

The total amount proposed to be
assessed is $301,800.00.

WRITTEN OR ORAL
OBJECTIONS:

Written or oral objections will be
considered at the hearing.
RIGHT OF APPEAL: An owner of property to be assessed
may appeal the assessment to the
district court of Hennepin County
pursuant to Minnesota Statutes,
Section 429.081 by serving notice of
the appeal upon the Mayor or Clerk
of the City within 30 days after the
adoption of the assessment and fil-
ing such notice with the district court
within ten days after service upon the
Mayor or Clerk.

LIMITATION ON APPEAL: No appeal may be taken as to the
amount of any assessment adopted
by the City Council unless a written
objection signed by the affected
property owner is filed with the Clerk
prior to the assessment hearing or
presented to the presiding officer

at the hearing. All objections to the
assessments not received at the
assessment hearing in the manner
prescribed by Minnesota Statutes,
Section 429.061 are waived, unless
the failure to object at the assess-
ment hearing is due to a reasonable
cause.

CITY OF SHOREWOOD
LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
the Planning Commission of the
City of Shorewood will hold a pub-
lic hearing in the Council Chambers
of the Shorewood City Hall, 5755
Country Club Road, Shorewood,
Minnesota, on Tuesday, March 1,
2022 at 7:00 P.M. or as soon there-
after as possible. Due to the pan-
demic, the meeting may be held
virtually. The purpose of the hear-
ing is to consider various amend-
ments to Section 700 (Animal
Regulations) of the City Code that
primarily affect section 705 Farm
and Other Animals.

Verbal and written comments
will be considered at that time.

Anyone having questions may
contact the Planning Department
at 952-960-7900 or email to

planning@ci.shorewood.mn.us.

City of Shorewood
MARIE DARLING, AICP
Planning Director

Published in the
Laker Pioneer
February 19, 2022
1205689

an immediate opening on
the Park Commission for
a volunteer commissioner.

The mission of the Park
Commission is to assist in
protecting, maintaining
and improving the City’s

ment to Parks works well
for most resident’s busy
schedules — only seven
meetings each year with
a limited agenda. Knowl-
edge of horticulture is not
required. Ability to work

completing park projects
on your own schedule a
plus.

Call City Hall at (952)
471-8878 if interested.

Follow The Laker Pioneer

DEFERMENT OF ASSESSMENTS:Under the provisions of Minnesota

Statutes, Sections 435.193 to
435.195, the City may, at its discre-
tion, defer the payment of assess
ments for any homestead property
owned by a person 65-years of age
or older, or retired by virtue of a per
manent and total disability or a mem-

CITY OF LONG LAKE
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Planning Commission of
the City of Long Lake will hold a
public hearing during their regular
meeting on Tuesday, March 8, 2022
at the City Hall Council Chambers
located at 450 Virginia Avenue,
beginning at 6:30 pm or as close
thereto as possible, to hear com-
ments and consider adoption of
an Ordinance amending the Zoning
Ordinance, Section 16: Regula-
tions for I-1 Industrial District, and
Section 16A: Regulations for -2
Industrial District, to allow addition-
al outdoor storage area subject to
screening requirements and to ad-
dress paving requirements in these
zoning districts.

If you have any questions re-
garding this notice, or to obtain a
copy of the agenda and informa-
tion regarding the above public
hearing, please feel free to con-
tact Long Lake City Hall staff at
952.473.6961.

Jeanette Moeller
City Clerk

Published in the
Laker Pioneer
February 19, 2022
1206430

Park System while having

as a team player while

on Facebook.

Bill would soften tracking device rules for police

ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — A Minne-
sota House committee considered leg-
islation Thursday that would expand
the use of mobile tracking devices by a
law enforcement officers trying to track
down stolen vehicles and avoid high-
speed chases amid a surge in violent car-
jackings.

The bill, authored by Democratic
Rep. Kelly Moller, of Shoreview, would
let police officers use GPS tracking de-
vices without a court order for a 24-
hour period to recover stolen vehicles
and prevent high-speed chases. Current
state law requires law enforcement offi-
cers to have a warrant from a judge or
consent from the owner of the vehicle
before they can use a mobile tracking
device.

“These chases lead to a risk to public

safety, risking the lives of innocent driv-
ers who are on the road, the officers who
are trying to stop these cars and anybody
in those stolen cars,” Moller said during
the hearing. “When these high-speed
chases are called off due to safety rea-
sons, the suspect is not apprehended and
evidence needed for a later prosecution
is lost.”

Ramsey County Undersheriff Mike
Martin told lawmakers that officers’
current process involves reaching out
to registered owners of vehicles, which
he called a “cumbersome” process that
many times results in not being able to
reach them. Should the new bill pass, he
said officers would be able to use track-
ing technology that they could stick to a
vehicle while in pursuit, allowing them to
track the car and recover it later.

ber of the military who has been or
dered into active duty for whom it
would be a hardship to make the
payments. The City has established
a deferment procedure pursuant to
those Sections.
PARTIAL PREPAYMENT The owner of any property specially
assessed in the proceeding may,
prior to the certification of the assess
ment of the first installment to the
County Auditor, pay to the City any
portion of the assessment. The re-
maining unpaid balance shall be
spread over the period of time estab-
lished by the Council for installment
payment of the assessment.
MAILED NOTICE: The notice of this hearing mailed to
property owners contains additional
information per Minnesota Statutes,
Section 429.061, subd. 1.
DATED: February 7, 2022
BY ORDER OF THE CITY COUNCIL
/s/ Dawn Motzko
City Clerk

Published in the
Laker Pioneer
February 12, 19, 2022
1204960

NOTICE OF
SELF STORAGE SALE

Please take notice Tonka Self
Storage - Long Lake located
at 2340 Daniels St., Long Lake,
MN 55356 intends to hold an
auction of storage units in default
of payment. The sale will occur
as an online auction via www.
storagetreasures.com on
3/2/2022 at 10:00am. Unless
stated otherwise, the description of
the contents are household goods
and furnishings. Brandon Maslow.
All property is being stored at the
above self-storage facility. This
sale may be withdrawn at any time
without notice. Certain terms and
conditions apply.

Published in the
Laker Pioneer
February 12, 19, 2022
1202120
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Spartans get trio of conference wins

The Orono Spartans made an
impressive  statement winning
three big Metro-West Conference
games last week, including com-
pleting a regular-season sweep
over rival Benilde-St. Margaret’s.

Orono also won a resched-
uled game against Waconia and
avenged an early season overtime
loss to St. Louis Park with an
eight-point victory.

The three wins improved the
Spartans to 15-4 on the season
and 8-3 in the conference, just a
half game back of Benilde.

In the first meeting of the year
between the two teams, Orono
and Waconia had a tight battle on
the Spartans home court.

Orono started strong, Waconia
countered and just four points
separated the teams at the half
time break - Orono 31, Waconia
27.

In the second half, the game
became more physical and the
Wildcats took a late lead on some
strong play from juniors Ty Miller
and Joe Meath.

“Our new conference oppo-
nents are bigger, more physical
teams,” said Grant Gunderson.
“To prepare for the physicality, we
have committed to pushing each
other in practice so we are ready
for each game.”

The Spartans, who were un-
defeated on their home court,
turned the tide just in time to
notch their sixth conference vic-
tory 63-56. Miller led all scorers
with 27.

For the Spartans, Isaiah Ha-
gen scored 24. Sebastian Loder
came on strong in the second half
to notch 17. Kyle Kallenbach
knocked down three 3-pointers
on his way to nine points and
Cohen Kellogg continued his
hot shooting to contribute seven
points.

“I was really proud of the way
the guys responded the last five
minutes to pull away,” said Coach
Barry Wohler following the win
against Waconia. Final score Or-
ono 63 — Waconia 56.

The big game of the week, and
a back-to-back for the Spartans,
was the much anticipated rematch
with Benilde.

FROM LEFT: Junior Isaiah Hagen prepares to lift senior captain Jake Farrell off the floor after a clutch hoop against Benilde. Juniors Cullen Dahl, Riley
Snow, Will Fritz and Jhett Leibfried bring leadership and energy off the bench. (Photos courtesy Cooper Shannon Photography)

The top two teams in the Met-
ro West Conference met earlier
in the year with Orono pulling
out the win 72-67 on their home
court. This game, on the BSM
campus, would likely have an im-
pact on the section tournament’s
seeding in a month’s time. This
had the feeling of a playoff game.

“The atmosphere was crazy,”
said Gunderson. “There was con-
stant energy from the jump. We
did a great job staying composed
and not getting rattled by the op-
posing crowd.”

Benilde jumped out with hot
shooting and an up-tempo style,
building an early 12-4 advantage.
To that point, the Red Knights
were having success inside and
outside. Orono had been limited
to a driving lay-up from Hagen
and a tip-in on the offensive glass
from Gunderson.

Soon, the Spartans started to
connect and the fast pace seemed
to play to their advantage. The
high talent level on both teams
was on full display during the tor-
rid first half.

When the first half buzzer
sounded, the Spartans held to
a slim 44-43 lead, and even the
crowd was seemingly out of
breath.

The second half was just as
electric. Benilde again started hot

Put on your TV-Ear
...and hear TV with unmatched clarity
TVeEars Original”

_$129-95

NEW SPECIAL OFFER

NOW $599

Use promo code MB59
30-day risk free trial

and built a three point lead before
the Spartans came roaring back
with a balanced attack, and some
high octane offense from Hagen.

“The pace of the game was so
much fun,” coach Barry Wohler
said.

The two teams traded baskets
and some impressive defensive
stops. Benilde freshman Jalen
Wilson had a huge night, scoring
34 points. He hit three’s and cre-
ated room for himself under the
basket. Ryan Warren added 18
points for Benilde.

But the Spartans countered
with five players in double fig-
ures led by Hagen (24), Sebastian
Loder (19), Gunderson (11), Jake
Farrell (11) and a career high (10)
from Zach Close.

“We had great balance to-
night,” said Wohler. “I thought
Zach Close had his best game so
far. We are getting great contribu-
tions from all 8 guys in our rota-
tion”.

At the final buzzer, final score,
Orono 88, Benilde 74.

Hagen’s all-around perfor-
mance included six rebounds,
four blocks and three steals.

“It was a great game to play in,”
Hagen said. “Everyone was play-
ing with so much energy, and that
energy earned us a big time win.”

Gunderson fell two assists shy

Adjustable Foam Tips
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of a triple double, adding 11 re-
bounds, eight assists, two steals
and zero turnovers to his 11
points.

Close’s length and aggressive-
ness on defense played a big role
down the stretch, as he contest-
ed several shots and added six
rebounds and two blocks to the
winning effort. The Spartans had
26 assists as a team, with Kallen-
bach adding six, while Loder and
Kopesky notched three each.

Considering the fast pace, Or-
ono handled it well with just 12
turnovers as a team while forcing
17 from Benilde.

While the two teams will likely
meet again in the section in an-
other month, the regular-season
sweep was an instant highlight for
the Orono players and coaches.

To wrap up the busy week, the
Spartans took on the St. Louis
Park Orioles. An earlier meeting
resulted in an overtime victory for
St. Louis Park.

This time, the Spartans were
defending their undefeated record
at home. At the start, Orono burst
out to a 9-0 and 12-2 run on hot
shooting and a fast pace. St. Lou-
is Park used a physical defensive
style and ball pressure to turn the
momentum in favor of the Ori-
oles.

The contest was tied at 27-27 as

the teams came out of the locker
room to start the second half.

The game was hard fought.
More grit than flow and in the end
the Spartans did enough to secure
the Metro Conference victory,
extending their winning streak to
seven. Final score, Orono 62 — St.
Louis Park 54.

“We are learning to stay patient
against teams that want to slow
the tempo down,” said Wohler.
“We were finally able to break
loose midway through the second
half.”

All eight Spartans contrib-
uted in the scoring column —
Hagen (14), Farrell (11), Loder
(10), Jack Kopesky (9), Kallen-
bach (6), Gunderson (5), Kel-
logg (5) and Close (2). Hagen
also led all rebounders with 11,
with Farrell, Gunderson and
Loder hauling down 9, 6 and 5
respectively. Farrell comment-
ed after the game, “As one of
the captains, I am so proud of
this team and what they have
achieved. I am more than excit-
ed to continue and see how far
we can go this season!”.

The Spartans enter the final
month of conference play with a
15-4 record.

Follow The Laker Pioneer on
Fuacebook.
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White Hawks wrestlers end regular season

The Mound Westonka White
Hawks wrestlers traveled to
Annandale High School on
Friday, Feb. 10 for a conference
triangular with Annandale/
Maple Lake and Dassel Coka-
to/Litchfield.

The White Hawks dropped
both matches to the state-
ranked squads by scores of 58-
20 and 54-27, respectively.

“We were down a few guys
and just couldn’t match up
against teams like that,” said
head coach Todd Munstertei-
ger. “They have a lot of kids to
draw from in both cooperatives
which makes it tough to com-
pete.”

Winning both matches for
the White Hawks were fresh-
man Cole Munsterteiger, soph-

White Hawks senior Ryan Butler on his way to a fall over Griffin Reiner of
Orono at the Leopold Haglund Invite. (Submitted photo)

omore Jack Nelson and ju-
nior Sam Dioszeghy, who also
picked up his 50th career pin.
The White Hawks hosted the
Leopold Haglund Memorial
Invitational on Friday, Feb.

11, which boasted several top-
ranked Class 3A teams and
wrestlers.

The White Hawks finished
ninth overall, with senior Ryan
Butler claiming 8th place,

Munsterteiger and Dioszeghy
capturing third, and Nelson
earning runner-up honors.

The spotlight match featured
Nelson, a Class 2A state cham-
pion at 106 pounds last year,
facing off against the Class 3A
champ from a year ago, Alan
Koehler of Prior Lake. Nel-
son nearly scored a winning
last-second takedown, but Koe-
hler was able to hang on for the
5-4 championship victory.

“It was a great match be-
tween two elite wrestlers, and
was worth the price of admis-
sion,” said assistant coach Eric
Rodelius.

The White Hawks JV squad
also concluded their season on
Saturday, Feb 12, competeing
at the Dassel-Cokato JV Jam.

Winning junior high titles for
the White Hawks were seventh
grader Deacon Ramthun at
90 pounds, and eighth grad-
er Dawson Leinfelder at 182
pounds.

“The boys wrestled well, es-
pecially the last round. It was a
fun way to end the season for
them,” said freshman coach
John Wardlow.

The White Hawks will be-
gin  postseason competition
on Thursday, Feb. 17, when
they travel to New Prague for
team section preliminaries. The
White Hawks will face Manka-
to East in the first round, which
begins at 6 p.m.

Follow The Laker Pioneer on
Facebook.

Orono girls basketball picks up win, loss in week

The Orono girls basketball team
hosted conference foe Benilde-St. Mar-
garet on Tuesday, Feb. 8 for their sec-
ond conference meeting of the season.

In the first conference game, Orono
was defeated 64-45. Benilde is led by
Olivia Olson, a 6-2 long, athletic, po-
sitionless phenom averaging 22 points
per game. They also boast a skilled and
athletic point guard in Kendall McGee,
averaging 16 ppg.

Neither team was able to gain its of-
fensive footing in the first six minutes
of the game, the score being 8-8 at that
point. But, Olson and Benilde’s pick-n
roll play got rolling enroute to a 14-0
run over the next six minutes.

Orono struggled to score the bas-
ketball but a 3-point basket by Kayla
Kallenbach at 5:30 cut Benilde’s lead to
22-11. That spurred a 12-0 run by Oro-
no going into the halftime break. Two
3-point baskets by Kallenbach, along
with scores by Kaila Youngs, Lauren
Knudson and Mya Moore, put the

Lady Spartans in the locker room only
trailing 23-20.

In the second half, Benilde quickly
went on a 4-0 run behind missed bas-
kets and turnovers by Orono. But fol-
lowing a quick timeout by Coach Bjor-
gaard, the Lady Spartans got back on
track with another 3-point basket from
Kallenbach.

Strong play under the basket by
Grace Knooihuizen, including six
points and a great hustle play to corral
a loose ball and convert the layup, kept
the Orono girls close at 35-32 with 13
minutes remaining. But Olson put her
stamp on the game over the next five
minutes. A 3-point basket, turnaround
jump shot, and a handful of assists ex-
tended Benilde’s lead to 51-38 with 3:40
remaining.

Although Kayla Kallenbach had a
stellar shooting night going 5-9 from
3-point range, Orono was not able to
close the gap and lost the game 60-48.
Kallenbach led Orono with 15 points

Kathy Sawicki & Jim Sawicki—Realtors
Contact us for all your real estate needs!

612-270-1001 ksawicki@cbrealty.com
www.TheSawickiGroup.com

ORONO SPORTS SCHEDULE
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followed by eight from Grace Knooi-
huizen and Kaila Youngs.

The Orono girls basketball team
traveled to St. Louis Park High School
on Friday, Feb. 11 for its second confer-
ence game of the season against the St.
Louis Park Orioles. In its first meeting,
Orono won in an overtime thriller 70-
69. Eliza Mckown hit two free throws
with 1.2 seconds on the clock to win the
game.

St. Louis Park started the game up
5-0. Grace Knooihuizen got the Spar-
tan scoring started on a nice pocket
pass from Kaila Youngs. Orono gained
its first lead of the game on a 3-point
basket by Eliza Mckown with 11:42
to play in the first half. Although the
lead hung around 5-6 points during the
first half, Orono was in control. Kaila
Youngs had a strong first half scoring
7 of her 16 points. The Lady Spartans
went into halftime up 31-26.

Orono played very well coming out
of the halftime break, building a 42-

26 lead with 12:35 to go. Behind five
points from Mya Moore, as well as four
points from Evie Kompelien and a cou-
ple of assists, the lead was extended to
48-28 at the 10:15 mark.

Orono moved the ball very well on
offense, outscoring the Orioles 43-15,
eventually winning the game 74-41.
Mya Moore led the Spartans in the sec-
ond half with 10 of her 15 points. Lau-
ren Knudson scored nine of her game
high 17 points during the 2nd half rout.
Kaila Youngs added 16 points on the
night. Orono controlled the glass, out
rebounding St. Louis Park 46-31, be-
hind 13 rebounds from Kaila Youngs
and Grace Knooihuizen with 10.

The Lady Spartans hosted Waco-
nia, in a much anticipated rematch on
Tuesday at home. They then travel to
Robbinsdale Cooper High School on
Friday, Feb. 18 for their final meeting
of the year.

Follow The Laker Pioneer on Facebook.

Lauren Knudson and the Spartans had a big win against St. Louis Park. (Submitted Photos)
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Spartans bring home state table tennis title

The Orono Spartans table
tennis team finished a great
season in style by sweeping
through the Open Division at
the Minnesota High School
State Team Championships in
Richfield on Saturday, Feb. 13.

The team defeated Prior Lake
15-0 and host school Holy An-
gels 14-1 in pool play. Pool play
consisted of 10 singles and five
doubles matches in a best 2 of
3 game format. The Spartans
pool play results earned the
team a seeded spot in the cham-
pionship bracket.

The format for the cham-
pionship bracket play would
be a best 3 of 5 game format
with play stopping when one
team reached eight wins of the
scheduled 10 singles and five
doubles matches.

The Spartans faced Lakev-
ille North in the semifinals who
had defeated rival Lakeville
South 8-4 in the quarterfinals.

The Spartans did not even
get to put all the singles match-
es out as they won the first
eight matches for the shut out
and their second trip in school
history to the championship
match. The Spartans fell to
Wayzata in the 2019 champion-
ship match.

The Spartans would face
longtime rival Eagan in the
championship match. Eagan
has won four Open Division
State Championships since 2005

FROM LEFT: The Orono boys table tennis defeated Eagan to win the state championship. The Orono girls table tennis team earned a second place finish
at the state tournament. (Submitted photos)

and eliminated the Spartans sev-
eral times in the last 10 years.

As expected, the match de-
livered the most competitive
matches of the event and this
season. The Spartans won six
of the 10 singles matches to
gain a 6-4 advantage going into
doubles play.

The Spartans got convinc-
ing wins from Aiden Ecker,
Preston Perrill, Daigan Berger
and Owen Skanse. The Spar-
tans other two singles victories
were dramatic comeback wins
by Hugh Perrill and Jack Tan-
ner. Both players trailed two
games to none and won three
straight games to bring home
the matches that gave the Spar-

tans the edge heading into the
doubles.

Senior captains Aiden Eck-
er and Preston Perrill quickly
added the seventh win with
a 3-0 sweep in their doubles
match. Several minutes later
seniors Jack Tanner and Sam
Skanse clinched the champion-
ship with a 3-1 win which was
followed by a win by Joe Kas-
ner and Owen Skanse giving
the Spartans a 9-6 victory and
its first Open Division title.

Ecker and fellow captain and
No. 1 singles player Matias
Maule have been starters since
seventh grade and finished their
careers with an unforgettable
undefeated season.

GIRLS MAKE SPIRITED STATE TITLE
DEFENSE

The Orono girls came into
the tournament as defend-
ing state champions and
made a great run of their
own at this year’s event.
Senior captain Carli Olsen,
and teammates Gigi Mar-
tin, Mackenzie Callan and
Kaavya Kokate all won mul-
tiple matches while sweeping
pool play matches against
Forest Lake, Mounds View
and Lakeville North.

The Spartans faced Holy
Angels in the semifinals
sweeping the Stars to advance
to its second consecutive final.
The Spartans faced an incred-

ibly talented Wayzata Trojans
team. The girl’s tournament
uses a five match “Davis Cup”
style format with four singles
matches split up by a dou-
bles match. Olsen and Callan
played in the best match of
the entire girl’s tournament
winning three straight games
after dropping the first two
games of their doubles match
with the most spirited crowd
of the day cheering for both
teams. The Trojans ultimately
clinched a 3-1 win to take its
first school title in the Girl’s
division.

Follow The Laker Pioneer on
Facebook.
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