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Flyers hurdle 
over obstacles
City okays proposed 
gym expansion plans

Hairball plays to throngs of sandy-footed fans
ROCKIN’ THE BEACH

Michael Achterling / Detroit Lakes Tribune
Hairball performs at Bash on the Beach in Detroit Lakes as part of the 86th Northwest Water Carnival on
July 15.

By Michael Achterling
and Vicki Gerdes

With pyrotechnics, 
myriad costume 
changes and 

classic songs played 
to precision, Hairball 
delivered an action-
packed performance 
at Friday night’s Bash 
on the Beach in Detroit 
Lakes, as part of the 
86th Northwest Water 
Carnival festivities on 
July 15.

An event organizer 
for the Detroit Lakes 
Jaycees said they had 
sold all of the tickets 
they had pre-printed 
for the lakeside party 
and had to print more 
the night of the show 
to accommodate the 
large audience of sandy-
footed concertgoers.

“I don’t know if we’ve 
ever sold-out a beach 
before, but if my guitar 
works, I’m happy,” said 
Happy, guitarist for 

Hairball, before taking 
the stage for the group’s 
show. “Whether it’s five 
smiling faces, or 5,000, 
we try to win them all.”

The legendary tribute 
band covered medleys 
of songs with iconic 
frontmen, including: 
KISS, Van Halen, Alice 
Cooper, Journey, Queen, 
Guns N’ Roses, AC/DC, 
Black Sabbath and Ozzy 
Osbourne. During the 
medleys, at least one 
of the Hairball band 
members would change 
into the appropriate 
costume and, if needed, 
make-up for each of 
the singers to give 
the audience a more 
accurate depiction of the 
famed frontmen.

Happy also said one 
of the most important 
things for him is to keep 
doing what he loves, 
which is playing music 
for others.

By Michael Achterling
Detroit Lakes Tribune

DETROIT LAKES — 
With an estimate for 
parking lot construction 
costs near $900,000 and 
a depleted city food and 
beverage fund, Detroit 
Lakes City Council 
members debated on 
how to move forward 
with the proposed Min-
nesota Flyers Gymnas-
tics and Fitness facility 
expansion during their 
meeting on Tuesday.

More than 30 min-
utes of the two-hour 
city council meeting on 
July 12 focused on the 
expansion plan. The 
council’s main discus-
sion points included: a 
low balance in the food 
and beverage fund; pos-
sibly handcuffing the 
consulting group, RDG, 
of Omaha, Neb., before 
they begin an in-depth 
overview of the West 
Lake Drive area from 
Washington Avenue to 
Legion Road; and, even 

though the Flyers are 
raising their own fund-
ing for the expanded 
building, whether they 
would be willing to con-
tribute to the construc-
tion costs of the city-
owned parking lot.

Madalyn Sukke, 
alderman-at-large and 
chair of the city’s public 
works committee, said 
the main question raised 
during their commit-
tee meeting was: Do we 
make them wait? Or do 
we let them move for-
ward?

“Do we make them 
wait while the RDG 
group does their com-
munity meetings and 
attempt to come back 
to us with some overall 
plan for the area that 
we requested, from The 
Pavilion all the way 
down West Lake Drive to 
this spot?” said Sukke. 
“Or can we allow (the 
Flyers) to go ahead ... 
with the understanding 

Michael Achterling / Detroit Lakes Tribune
Leesa Lindgaard, director of Minnesota Flyers 
Gymnastics and Fitness in Detroit Lakes, speaks to 
council members about the proposed expansion of 
the Flyers facility and the surrounding parking lot 
during a regular meeting of the Detroit Lakes City 
Council on July 12, 2022.
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Vicki Gerdes / Detroit Lakes Tribune
Country singer Eddie Montgomery greets the crowd 
with a big smile at the start of his Bash on the Beach 
concert in Detroit Lakes on Saturday, July 16.

By Michael Achterling
Detroit Lakes Tribune

Dogs and kids alike 
dressed up in costume to 
participate in the Pet and 
Doll parade, part of the 
Northwest Water Carni-
val, on July 16.

The four-legged 
friends and parade par-
ticipants marched down 
Washington Avenue in 
Detroit Lakes as they 
made their way into City 
Park for the annual pet 
show, which immediate-
ly followed the parade.

Pet owners flung 
handfuls of candy to 
curbside parade watch-
ers along the route who 
braved the hot and sticky 
weather on Saturday. By 
the time the pets reached 
the city band shell, each 
dog seemed to have their 
tongue hanging out the 

side of their mouth.
One-by-one, the 16 

pet competitors then 
showed-off their skills 
to the 2022 Junior 
Northwest Water Carni-
val prince and princess 
who then awarded each 
of the dogs a special cer-
tificate and bag of treats 
for competing.

Some of the categories 
awarded by the junior 
royalty were:

longest dog
prettiest
most fluffy
prettiest eyes
most black dog
curliest
biggest
longest toe nails
shortest legs
most energy

Madeline Lavinger, 
7, the junior Northwest 
Water Carnival princess 

for 2022, said she real-
ly enjoyed the dogs in 
costume. Her favorite 
was a dog dressed up as 
Thing 1 from the Cat and  
the Hat.

“The dog parade
was fun and you got
to see cute dogs,”
said Lavinger.

By Vicki Gerdes
Detroit Lakes Tribune

Kathy Larson, who 
taught vocal music at 
Detroit Lakes Public 

S c h o o l s 
for 34 
years, has 
announced 
that she 
will not be 
returning 
this fall.

L a r s o n , 
who also 
directed 28 

musical theater produc-
tions for the district, left 
quite an impression on 
her former vocal and 
theater students — so 

much so, in fact, that 
they are planning a two-
day retirement bash for 
her, on Aug. 13-14.

“We invited students 
from her first musical, 
‘Damn Yankees,’ all 
the way to her last one, 
‘Newsies,’ to come per-
form in a cabaret show 
at the Holmes Theatre 
on Saturday night (Aug. 
13),” said Carol Nustad, 
a longtime friend and 
colleague who worked 
with her on dozens of 
fall musicals. “We have 
49 or 50 (former stu-
dents) coming back to 
perform.”

Three howls for pet parade, dog show
Retirement bash 
for Kathy Larson

Michael Achterling / Detroit Lakes Tribune
A happy trailer-load of superheroes rode in the Pet
and Doll Parade on Washington Avenue in Detroit
Lakes, as part of the 86th Northwest Water Carnival
on July 16, 2022.

By Vicki Gerdes
Detroit Lakes Tribune

The 86th Northwest 
Water Carnival wrapped 
up its 10-day run in 
Detroit Lakes on Sun-
day, July 17, with sunny 
skies bringing out huge 
crowds to watch the 
Parade of the Northwest, 
allowing it to live up to 
its reputation as one of 
the largest parades in 
Minnesota.

“We had right around 
130 entries,” said Kasey 
Fetzer, co-admiral of 

this year’s water carni-
val. “This was proba-
bly one of our biggest 
turnouts (of spectators) 
for the parade. A lot of 
people commented, even 
the mayor (Matt Brenk) 
commented that it was 
more people than he 
remembered in the last 
few years.”

“We had a couple of 
(parade entry) cancella-
tions at the last minute, 
probably because of the 
heat,” added Fetzer’s 
co-admiral, Andrew 
Lessin. “But I thought 
overall, things went 
pretty smoothly.”

In fact, he added, 
“smooth” was the term 

he would use to describe
the festival’s entire
10-day run.

“There are always a
few hiccups,” Lessin
said, adding that the
spotty rains on Family
Day (July 10) definitely
“put a damper” on what
he calls his favorite day
of the water carnival, but
they made the best out
of it with an impromptu
dance party and mov-
ing some of the events
around on the schedule.

“But other than that
(the rains), nothing real-
ly major happened that
wasn’t able to be easily
fixed,” Lessin said.
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CRIME REPORT

BRIEF

Detroit Lakes Tribune

Thursday, July 14
3:16 a.m., A 22-year-

old pedestrian was trans-
ported by air to an emer-
gency room after being 
struck by a vehicle at the 
intersection of County 
Road 21 and County Road 
14, about 2 miles east of 
Callaway. The accident 
happened around 3:15 
a.m.

5:25 a.m., Sexu-
al assault of a child by 
a young teen reportedly 
happened over the July 4 
holiday near Tulaby Lake, 
Waubun. The incident is 
under investigation.

6:29 a.m., Fawn was 
stuck in a fenced back-
yard along Summit Ave-
nue, Detroit Lakes. Offi-
cers opened the fence 
gate and left. The fawn 
returned to nature.

10 a.m., Female, 18, 
swerved to miss a deer 
and rolled a 2007 Ford 
Escape at the corner of 
Erickson Road and Ska-
rie Road in Detroit Lakes. 
Minor injuries were 
reported.

7:15 p.m., Threats 
were made by a preteen 
against a 38-year-old 
woman in Lake Park.

8:41 p.m., Tenant 
on Main Avenue, Frazee 
reported they were being 
harassed by their land-
lord and the city build-
ing inspector regarding 
a trailer at the property 
that is not attached to the 
house. The complainant 
was advised to record 
interactions.

9:06 p.m., Resident 
on Main Avenue, Fra-
zee said his solar lights, 
laundry basket with 
clothes and clothes pins 
were all taken from his 
yard on Main Avenue. It 
was noted there was also 
damage done to blooming 
flowers on the property.

9:26 p.m., Grand-
parents reported their 
13-year-old granddaugh-

ter had run away from 
their residence on Coun-
ty Road 39, Osage. The 
child was located within 
an hour.

Friday, July 15
8:37 a.m., Vandal-

ism of a men’s bathroom 
was reported at a Detroit 
Lakes park.

10:23 a.m., Overdose 
at a business on Highway 
10 was reported. A male, 
24, was administered two 
doses of Narcan. The man 
refused further medical 
attention.

12:52 p.m., Accident 
involving two-vehicles 
was reported on Highway 
34, Detroit Lakes. One 
person had an injured leg. 
No other information was 
available.

2:26 p.m., Intoxicat-
ed male, 28, was being 
argumentative and com-
bative before getting into 
his vehicle and driving 
away. He was arrested 
for DWI along Pow Wow 
Highway, Ponsford.

2:55 p.m., Vandalism 
was reported to a vehi-
cle at a residence along 

Pleasant View Road, Fra-
zee. The vehicle’s back 
window was broken 
and the back seats were 
slashed.

Saturday, July 16
10:40 a.m., Theft of 

a Decathlon’s Rockrid-
er 21-speed bicycle was 
reported at a residence on 
Lincoln Avenue, Detroit 
Lakes.

11:05 p.m., Intoxi-
cated male, 22, was told 
to leave a business on 
West Lake Drive, Detroit 
Lakes. The man later 
returned and was given a 
trespass citation.

1:13 p.m., Theft of 
an Airstream camper was 
reported at a residence on 
Whaley’s Road, Ponsford. 
A property caretaker saw 
a man enter the cabin 
and then take the Air-
stream. The man said he 
was taking the camper to 
be repaired. The person 
who claimed ownership 
of the camper and the 
man who took it, recently 
ended their relationship. 
The officer explained the 
issue was a civil matter.

1:54 p.m., Accident 
between two pontoons 
was reported near Long 
Bridge Road, Detroit 
Lakes. No injuries were 
reported from one pon-
toon backing into anoth-
er.

Sunday, July 17
1:05 a.m., Fire 

destroyed a cabin at a 
residence along 295th 
Avenue, Ogema. No one 
was at the residence. The 
fire is under investiga-
tion. Responding to the 
fire were the Ogema Fire 
Department and White 
Earth Fire Department.

1:06 a.m., Assault 
was reported at a busi-
ness on West Lake Drive, 
Detroit Lakes. Female, 
47, was assaulted by a 
female, 33.

12:57 p.m., Distur-
bance was reported as a 
male, 33, was yelling and 

cussing on Second Street, 
Frazee. The male was 
arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant.

3 p.m., Vandalism 
was reported by a female, 
41, who was parked in a 
vacant lot along Second 
Street, Lake Park. A male 
approached her vehicle, 

broke the passenger side 
window and ran.

5:20 p.m., Accident 
involving two vehicles 
was reported on High-
way 10, Detroit Lakes.
There were two possible 
injuries. No other infor-
mation was available in
the report.
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Teens from Moorhead, 
Audubon hurt in serious 
Hwy 10 crash near DL

Two Moorhead teens suf-
fered serious, life-threaten-
ing injuries and two Audubon 
teens were hurt in a two-
car crash on Highway 10 near 
Detroit Lakes on Sunday,  
July 17.

Gabriel Paul Spader and 
Benjamin Soloan Dickey, both 
18 and from Moorhead, were 
taken to Sanford Health in 
Fargo with life-threatening 
injuries, according to the State 
Patrol. A third person in the 
car, Hunter Thomas More-
house, 18, of Moorhead, was 
not injured.

In the other vehicle, Raini 

Celeste Evans, 18, and Jadyn 
Rose Cole, 16, both of Audubon, 
suffered injuries that were not 
life-threatening in the crash. 
They were not transported to 
a hospital, according to the 
State Patrol.

The Moorhead teens were 
northbound on Long Lake 
Road in a 2015 Honda Fit, 
while the Audubon teens were 

eastbound on Highway 10 in a 
2008 Volkswagen Jetta. They 
collided in the intersection.

Spader was driving the 
Honda, and Evans was driving 
the Volkswagen.

All five were wearing seat 
belts, and the airbags deployed 
in both vehicles. No alcohol 
was involved, according to the 
State Patrol.

The crash was reported at 
5:20 p.m. Sunday on dry pave-
ment at milepost 42 in Detroit 
Township, just west of Detroit 
Lakes.

Detroit Lakes police and 
firefighters, Becker Coun-
ty deputies, St. Mary’s EMS, 
Sanford AirMed and Life Link 
Flight all assisted at the scene.

News Staff

By Barbie Porter
Detroit Lakes Tribune

Emergency crews 

responded to the report 
of a car going into a lake 
off Becker County Road 

15 late Monday morning.
The accident was 

reported as a rollover 

with injuries, with the 
vehicle reportedly rolling 
and ending up in shallow 

water in Fog Lake near 
East Maud Lake Road. 
It’s not clear if anyone 

was injured in the crash. 
Details were not imme-
diately available.

Emergency crews respond to car going into lake

Barbie Porter / Detroit Lakes Tribune
Left:  Right: A vehicle went into Fog 



Last weekend, the 
State Patrol made near-
ly 1,500 traffic stops in 
a successful effort to 
help stop illegal street 
racing, dangerous driv-
ing, and other crimi-
nal activity in the Twin 
Cities.

The State Patrol and 
the Minnesota Bureau 
of Criminal Apprehen-
sion have stepped up to 
help out the beleaguered 
Minneapolis Police 
Department, which is 
seriously understaffed.

Those traffic stops 
last weekend led to 
dozens of DWI arrests, 
more than 100 cita-
tions for driving with-
out a valid license, and 
multiple people cited 
for having illegal fire-
works, according to a 
news release from Gov. 
Tim Walz, who is spear-
heading the effort.

Here are some exam-
ples of what’s been 
going on in the Twin 
Cities:

A trooper attempted 
to stop a motorcycle for 
speeding. The motor-
cycle fled, reaching 
speeds of 130 mph. Air-
borne troopers tracked 
the motorcyclist, who 
eventually took off on 
foot. The 48-year-old 
man was arrested, and 
was found to have a gun 
without a serial number.

A trooper stopped a 
stolen, unmarked secu-
rity vehicle, and the 
driver fled on foot. With 
help from above, troop-
ers found the 33-year-
old man and adminis-
tered life-saving Narcan 
due to an overdose. Once 
safe, he was arrested on 
an outstanding felony 
warrant

A trooper tried to 
pull over a vehicle with 
no plates and illegal 
tint. It fled on to city 
streets and ran through 
a red light. The troop-
er terminated the pur-
suit, aviation continued 
to track the vehicle. 
When the driver took 
off on foot, aviation 
observed the 44-year-
old man toss an object 
that turned out to be a 
handgun. A Minneapolis 
Community Response 
Team arrested the man.

A trooper respond-
ed to a fireworks com-
plaint. The 25-year-old 
suspect took off and was 
chased down on foot. 
He was jailed on three 
outstanding Hennepin 

County warrants.
A trooper tried to 

pull over a speeding 
vehicle. The driver fled, 
reaching speeds of 120 
mph. The trooper ter-
minated the pursuit, but 
a Hennepin County K-9 
team helped track down 
the suspected driver – 
a 38-year-old woman 
who was arrested for 
felony second-degree 
DWI.

A 41-year-old 
man was arrested for 
fourth-degree DWI, 
and troopers found an 
unloaded gun in the 
driver’s side door.

A trooper tried to 
pull over a vehicle for 
driving 98 mph in a 60 
mph zone. The vehicle 
fled at a high rate of 
speed, passing traffic on 
the shoulder. A troop-
er initiated a successful 
PIT maneuver to force 
the vehicle to a stop, 
and the 28-year-old 
man behind the wheel 
was arrested for felo-
ny fleeing in a motor 
vehicle and driving after 
revocation.

“Criminals have 
grown more brazen 
and more violent,” said 
the Bureau of Criminal 
Apprehension Super-
intendent Drew Evans. 
“We’re working in col-
laboration with our local 
and federal partners 
and the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office to make our com-
munities safer by iden-
tifying, arresting and 
holding these individu-
als accountable.”

The state law enforce-
ment team has been 
working to reduce the 
rise in crimes involving 
guns, carjackings, street 
racing and other violent 
crimes plaguing metro 
communities.

The State Patrol sig-
nificantly increased its 
presence around the 
Twin Cities this past 
weekend by adding 20 
additional troopers and 
aviation resources to 
designated areas, pri-
marily in Minneapolis, 
on Friday and Satur-
day nights and Sunday 
afternoon to help stop 
that dangerous behav-
ior.

“Our goal was to swell 
resources to combat 
street racing and other 
illegal activity over the 
weekend. The results 
speak for itself,” said 
Col. Matt Langer, chief 
of the Minnesota State 
Patrol.

The air power helped 
catch people who fled 
from troopers. Of the 13 
who fled, troopers were 
able to arrest 10. Air-
borne troopers observed 
one person throw an 
item while fleeing, 
which was found to be 
a handgun – one of six 
guns recovered over the 
weekend. Troopers also 
made 45 DWI arrests.

The Bureau of Crim-
inal Apprehension and 
its partner agencies 
have been focused on 
homicides, shootings 
and other gun-relat-
ed crimes. Since their 
effort began in the 
spring, the BCA and its 
violent crime initiative 
partners have disrupted 
robberies and aggravat-
ed assaults, and chased 
down people wanted on 
felony warrants.

The BCA team has 
seized 128 guns, con-
fiscated over 4,000 
Fentanyl pills, made 
200 felony arrests and 
opened 98 investiga-
tions.

While investigating 
homicides and aggravat-
ed assault and making 
felony warrant arrests, 
“the teams are finding 
illicit, high-powered 
handguns and AR-15 
rifles with body pierc-
ing rounds, extended 
magazines, ghost guns 

(made from kits) and 
illicit ammunition in 
extremely high quan-
tities. These are often 
coupled with illegal 
narcotics like fentanyl,” 
Evans said.

The BCA will con-
tinue focusing on the 
most violent offenders 
through September.

Last month, Gov. Tim 
Walz allocated $4 mil-
lion in federal Ameri-
can Rescue Plan funds 
towards the state’s pub-
lic safety efforts. The 
money helps pay for 
the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Public Safety 
to combat violent crime, 
provide air support, and 
support victims of crime 
across the state.

“I am grateful to the 
Minnesota State Patrol 
and the BCA for answer-
ing the call to make our 
state safer for every-
one,” said Walz. “I am 
proud of the coordi-
nation across our law 
enforcement agencies 
and expect these efforts 
will continue to be suc-
cessful.”

A strategy to 
reduce violence 
crime

At Walz’s direction, 
the BCA was asked to 
develop strategies 
to address increas-
ing violent crime. The 
BCA assigned a team 

of agents and analyti-
cal support to create a 
Violent Crime Reduction 
Support Initiative which 
also includes a full time 
detective from the Frid-
ley Police Department.

This initiative is going 
after violent crime in 
Minneapolis and the 
greater metropolitan 
area in partnership with 
local, state, and fed-
eral agencies working 
on gun-related violent 
crime.

In addition to BCA and 
Fridley Police Depart-
ment, the partners 
include the ATF, FBI, 
DEA, Homeland Securi-
ty Investigations, Min-
neapolis Police Depart-

ment, Hennepin County 
Attorney’s Office, Hen-
nepin County Probation 
and the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office.

Last weekend, the
State Patrol made near-
ly 1,500 traffic stops in 
a successful effort to 
help stop illegal street
racing, dangerous driv-
ing, and other criminal 
activity.

This weekend, July 15 
to July 17, a team of
troopers will conduct
high-intensity patrols
on highways in the west 
metro – focusing on the 
deadliest traffic viola-
tions: speed, lack of seat 
belt use, distraction and 
impairment.
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Detroit Lakes man 
injured in car-
pedestrian accident 
on County Road 21

A Detroit Lakes 
man was injured early 
Thursday morning after 
being hit by a car while 
walking on County Road 
21 about two miles east 
of Callaway.

Roderick Jager, 
22, was airlifted to a 
Fargo hospital with 
what appeared to be 
non-life-threatening 
injuries, according to a 
news release from the 
Becker County Sheriff’s 
Office.

He was hit by a vehi-
cle driven by Joshua 
Janssen, 23, of Moor-

head, who performed 
first aid while waiting 
for emergency person-
nel to arrive.

The initial investi-
gation “indicates Jager 
was in the opposite 
traffic lane and then 
proceeded into Jans-
sen’s lane prior to 
being struck,” accord-
ing to the news release.

The accident was 
reported at 3:16 a.m. 
south of the intersec-
tion of County Road 
21 and County Road 
14. Police and ambu-
lance crews from White 
Earth assisted at the 
scene, as did St. Mary’s 
EMS and Lifelink III. 
The accident remains 
under investigation.

BRIEF

A Detroit Lakes woman and a Frazee man were 
injured in a two-car crash Friday afternoon on 
Highway 34 east of Detroit Lakes.

Susie Diane Hoppert, 69, of Detroit Lakes and 
Anthony Mark Vogt, 57, of Frazee both suffered 
non-life-threatening injuries in the rear-end colli-
sion, according to the State Patrol. Vogt was taken 
to Essentia Health St. Mary’s Hospital. Hoppert was 
not listed as going to a hospital.

According to the State Patrol, a 2019 Subaru Out-
back driven by Hoppert was westbound on Highway 
34, attempting to make a left turn. A 2004 Chevy 
Trailblazer driven by Vogt was also westbound and 
collided with the Subaru.

Both drivers were wearing seatbelts, airbags did 
not deploy in either vehicle, and no alcohol was 
involved, according to the State Patrol.

The crash was reported just before 1 p.m. Friday 
on dry pavement at mile marker 41 in Erie Town-
ship. Becker County deputies and Detroit Lakes fire 
and rescue personnel assisted at the scene.

DL woman, Frazee man 
hurt in 2-car crash on 
Hwy 34 on Friday 
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Minot, N.D. 

We’ve got to change 
the way we think 
about child care.

This pressing policy 
concern was the topic of an 
excellent conversation we 
had recently with Lt. Gov. 
Brent Sanford on the Plain 
Talk podcast, and this was 
my takeaway.

Many of us, including 
this humble correspondent, 
think of child care workers 
as babysitters. But that 
perception isn’t the truth. 
Child care workers are 
professionals who provide 
a deeply important service 
at the heart of our modern 
economy.

Gone are the days when 
it was possible for most 
families to subsist on a 
single income, with one 
parent staying home to 
provide child care. Modern 
families have to send both 
parents to work, but young 
families with young children 
can’t do that without access 
to affordable child care.

Labor shortages have been 
a chronic problem for North 
Dakota for generations. 
Those shortages are 
particularly acute now, post-
pandemic, and our ability to 
address them is hamstrung 
by the number of people who 
could be working except that 
they either cannot find or 
cannot afford child care.

“Child care is the business 
that allows other businesses 
to do business,” one of 

the panelists at a recent 
Chamber of Commerce event 
in Fargo said of this issue.

That’s how we must 
perceive this issue.

I’m concerned that our 
state’s policymakers don’t 
understand that.

Look at our lawmakers. 
Almost none of them have 
school-aged children.

Many of them come from 
a generation when it was 
still possible for a family to 
survive and thrive with one 
income.

They need to snap out of 
it.

This is a real problem 
for North Dakotans today, 
and it needs a public policy 
solution.

We conservatives are 
inclined to suggest that 
access to child care is a 
problem for the market to 
solve, and while I think there 
is some red tape and costs 
we could clear away to make 
operating these businesses 
easier, the child care 
industry is facing a chicken 
and egg problem.

They can’t pay enough to 
attract a consistent supply 
of qualified workers — the 
average child care worker 

makes $11.61 per hour, just a 
titch more than my 14-year-
old makes busing tables 
— and they can’t pay more 
because the rates they’re 
charging parents are already 
too high.

The average child care 
business is operating on 
a profit margin of about 
3%. “The day care model 
is uneconomic,” Sanford 
said during our podcast 
discussion. “It doesn’t 
work.”

We have to make it work, 
though we also need to stay 
focused. Many of the people 
talking about the child care 
problem seemingly want 
to solve it by extending the 
K-12 school experience down 
to infants. Sanford described 

colorfully it as backing 
“the school bus up to the 
maternity ward.”

There’s nothing wrong 
with that impulse, but the 
problem before us isn’t 
education. It’s access and 
affordability.

If we want North Dakota 
to be open for business, 
we need to make sure our 
workers can find child care. 
We need child care workers 
as acutely as we need 
teachers and nurses.

We’ve talked enough about 
this problem. It’s time to 
start doing.

Rob Port is a columnist, news 
reporter and podcast host for Forum 
News Service. Reach him at rport@

forumcomm.com.
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Attention, Minnesota 
voters. I have a quick 
question for you. Who 

are the two Democratic 
Party candidates running 
for Congress from the 
state’s 7th District in next 
month’s primary? That’s 
what I thought. You don’t 
know.

Well, you should know. 
That’s because one of them 
is really a Republican. I 
wouldn’t make that up.

The unanimously 
endorsed Democratic 
candidate is retired English 
teacher Jill Abahsain of Sauk 
Centre. Abahsain sounds 
like a Democrat. She told 
me she’s an advocate for 
women’s reproductive 
rights, rural medical access, 
infrastructure for small 
towns and common sense 
gun control. Abahsain also 
told me she “loathed” the 
way Donald Trump behaved 
as president.

“Jill is a very educated 
and passionate candidate 
who understands western 
Minnesota,” said 7th 
District DFL Chair Jennifer 
Cronin.

The other candidate is 

Alycia Gruenhagen, who 
doesn’t exactly push the 
Democratic Party agenda. 
On her candidate Facebook 
page she proudly claims, 
“I am a freedom loving, 
patriotic, pro-life, pro 2nd 
Amendment conservative 
Democrat from the heart of 
Minnesota’s 7th District.”

So, you might be 
thinking she’s acting like 
a conservative Democrat 
in rural Minnesota. Well, 
then you should know that 
her father is Republican 
Minnesota State Rep. Glenn 
Gruenhagen.

Still not convinced? Then 
you should take a look at 
a picture she posted on 
Instagram where she’s 
wearing leggings that 
say, “Make America Great 
Again.” Nobody looking at 
that picture will confuse her 
with Nancy Pelosi.

This isn’t even 
Gruenhagen’s first time 
on the Democratic primary 
ballot. Two years ago, 
she ran and lost against 
longtime incumbent Collin 
Peterson.

“It is very suspicious,” 
Cronin told me. “I wonder 
what she’s up to.”

It is baffling. The 
incumbent member of 
Congress from the 7th 
District is Republican and 
Donald Trump bootlicker 
Michelle Fischbach. She 
is heavily favored to win 
re-election. So, what’s the 
point of a Republican such 
as Gruenhagen, hoping to 
run against the Republican 
Fischbach in a general 
election?

I tried to talk to 
Gruenhagen. I left phone 
messages for her, but she 
did not return my calls.

This race has been very 
low profile, with both 
candidates having little 
name recognition. Perhaps 
that’s what Gruenhagen is 
counting on. Namely, that 
voters won’t know either 
one of them, and so they 
will arbitrarily vote for her.

Well, I have this crazy 
theory that it’s a good idea 
for Democrats to nominate 
Democrats. I also think that 
Democrats would want to 
know if a MAGA Republican 
is trying to win their party’s 
nomination. Now, they 
know.

Speaking of elections, 
belated kudos to North 
Dakota Secretary of State 
Al Jaeger for disapproving 
petitions to put the 
issues of term limits and 
constitutional amendments 
on the North Dakota ballot. 
By determining there were 
too many invalid signatures 
for those measures, Jaeger 
maintained the integrity 
of the election process. He 
also refuted the myth that 
it’s too easy to get proposed 
measures on the North 
Dakota ballot.

Shaw is a former WDAY TV 
reporter and former KVRR TV 
news director.

This column does not 
necessarily reflect the opinion 
of The Forum’s editorial board 
nor Forum ownership.

Shaw is a former WDAY TV reporter and 
former KVRR TV news director.

Another church in my 
hometown has been 
preaching a sermon 

series called “Jesus took 
naps. Be like Jesus.”

The pastors at the church 
aren’t just being coy; they’re 
actually driving home an 
important message to their 
parishioners: Even Jesus 
rested.

In our supercharged, 
hyperconnected, 
overstimulated way of life 
nowadays, it is way too easy 
to forget that we need time 
to shut down — mentally, 
physically and spiritually. 
We have tricked ourselves 
into believing that constant 
activity is the only way to 
succeed.

Jesus knew this: So that’s 
why in the Gospel of Mark, 
just before he performs the 
miracle of feeding the 5,000, 
Jesus tells his disciples to 
“Come away to a deserted 
place all by yourselves and 
rest a while.” For, as the 
gospel tells us, the disciples 

had been working so hard, 
“they had no leisure even to 
eat.”

In fact, in Genesis, we are 
told that even God rested 
on the seventh day after he 
created the universe. So, 
there seems to be a pretty 
good precedent for us to rein 
in our breathless pace.

You might have guessed: 
I recently returned from 
10 days away from work 
and church, a time I spent 
with my family and friends 
at the lake, working in 
my backyard, walking my 
dogs, reading for fun and 
finishing the recent season 
of “Stranger Things.”

With that vacation in the 
rearview mirror, it is easy 

to recognize how run down, 
mentally and spiritually, 
that I was. You see, pastors, 
it seems, aren’t much better 
at recognizing our human 
limitations, nor practicing 
what we preach. We, too, 
need reminders that always 
working at a breakneck pace 
doesn’t always yield more 
and better results.

Sabbath, which is the 
concept of setting aside a 
day to rest and worship 
each week, is much too big 
to explore in full in this 
one column. But please 
know that our Creator 
didn’t intend for us to be 
productive every waking 
moment of our lives. We 
are the ones who have 
contorted what it means 
to be successful, and thus 
we have created this ever-
faster carousel which seems 
impossible to jump off.

Admittedly, the 
opportunity for rest varies 
with one’s circumstances. 
Those who find themselves 

working hard just to make 
financial ends meet each 
month may politely wink 
at me after reading this. 
But, for a lot of us, our 
“busyness” is more about 
our quest for status than 
it is a necessity. And it is a 
trait on which we ought to 
reflect.

Does filling every waking 
hour with work make us 
better spouses, parents, 
friends or neighbors? Likely 
not.

But I’m pretty certain that 
playing games in the lake 
with your kids, fishing off 
the dock with your spouse 
and walking your dogs 
into the beautiful summer 
sunsets just might.

My friends, Jesus took 
naps. Be like Jesus.
Devlyn Brooks, who works for Modulist, 

a Forum Communications Co.-owned 
company, is an ordained pastor in the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of America. 
He serves as pastor of Faith Lutheran 
Church in Wolverton, Minnesota. He 

can be reached at devlyn.brooks@
forumcomm.com for comments and 

story ideas.

A Republican runs as a Democrat

Like Jesus shows, take time to rest
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The Detroit Lakes Tribune 
accepts community 
calendar items for 
publication online and, 
space permitting, in our 
Wednesday and Sunday 
print editions. Submissions 
must be made at least a 
week in advance of the 
event date, in writing, 
to either dltribune@
dlnewspapers.com or 
vgerdes@dlnewspapers.
com. Each submission 
must include the date, 
time and location of event, 
and where to go for more 
information (phone, email 
and/or website). Also 
include whether the event 
is free or paid admission, 
and how much it costs 
when applicable.

Thursday, July 21
Water Games at the 
Library: Cool down with 
some water games and 
a water obstacle course, 
2 p.m. at the Detroit 
Lakes Public Library 
(1000 Washington Ave.). 
Swimsuits recommended. 
Free and open to the 
public.
Women Take the 
Mountain: All area 
women age 14 and up are 
invited to come to Detroit 
Mountain Recreation 
Area from 5-9 p.m. for a 
relaxing evening of wine 

gourmet s’mores, scenic 
lift rides, yoga, sangria 
and snacks on the summit, 
live demonstrations and 
free samples from local 
business vendors. Olivia 
Ullrey will also be providing 
live music in the Ace’s 
Wild Saloon. All tickets 
$10; sign up online at 
detroitmountain.com.
Live at the Lodge: David 
Ferreira (piano/vocals) 
and Russ Peterson 
(saxophone) will present 
an evening of live music in 
the Lodge on Lake Detroit’s 
Fireside Lobby from 5 to 8 
p.m.). Free admission; food 
and beverages available 
for purchase. More info at 
thelodgeonlakedetroit.com.

Friday, July 22
Food Truck Fridays: 
Hosted by Detroit Lakes 
Noon Rotary, Food Truck 
Fridays will take place 
every Friday through Sept. 
2. Detroit Lakes City Park, 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Food trucks 
on site may change; event 
will be held rain or shine.
Kicks Band Summer 
Park Concert: The FM 
Kicks Band performs live at 
Detroit Lakes’ Washington 
Park at 7 p.m. Featuring 
vocal and instrumental 
music in the genres of 
Jazz, Funk, Blues, and 
Latin. Bring a lawn chair 
and water for maximum 
enjoyment; free and open 
to the public.
Detroit Lakes Baseball: 
Come out to Detroit Lakes’ 
Washington Ballpark to 
see the city’s new amateur 
baseball club play Midway 
at 7 p.m. Open to the 
public.
Tamarac “Leave It To 
Beavers” Program: Take 

an intriguing look into the 
world of beavers. Discover 
some amazing adaptations 
this creature has acquired 
over thousands of years 
of evolution. Learn how 
this large rodent played 

Minnesota’s history. Meet 
at 7 -p.m. in the Discovery 
Center for the program, 
and then visit a nearby 
beaver lodge.
Marie Osmond: Singer 
and entertainer Marie 
Osmond performs live 
at 8 p.m. on the main 
stage of the Shooting Star 
Casino Event Center in 
Mahnomen. Tickets on sale 
at starcasino.com and 800-
453-7827.

Saturday, July 23
Mountain Mayhem: 
Detroit Mountain and 

teamed up for an all new 
event, “Mountain Mayhem,” 
taking place from 8 a.m. to 
noon at Detroit Mountain 
Recreation Area. More than 
just a hill climb, Mountain 
Mayhem is a challenge 
requiring you to dig deep, 
and go beyond your limits. 
Athletes will have one 
hour to complete as many 
“laps” up and down Detroit 
Mountain as possible, 
climbing and descending 
the steep hill for the entire 
race; must cross lap 
lines at both the top and 
bottom of the Mountain 
for each lap to count. Visit 
detroitmountain.com for 
more information.
VFW Sock Hop: Detroit 
Lakes VFW Post 1676 will 
be hosting a 1950s-style 
sock hop with live music 
from Larry K, starting at 6 
p.m. Costume contest

Sunday, July 24
Color Guard Breakfast: 
The Lake Region Veterans 
Color Guard will be hosting 
a breakfast fundraiser 
from 8 a.m. to noon at the 
American Legion Club, 810 
West Lake Drive, Detroit 
Lakes. Suggested donation 
is $8 for a meal including 
scrambled eggs, pancakes 
or French toast, sausage 

or orange juice. All are 
welcome.
Art in the Park: Detroit 
Lakes’ City Park will 
host a variety of vendors 
marketing their creative 
endeavors, from jewelry 
and pottery to furniture and 
fabric goods, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
No admission fee; open to 
the public.
Wildlife Movie: A 
free screening of the 
family-friendly, wildlife-
themed movie, “Super 
Hummingbirds,” will be 
held at 2 p.m. in the Visitor 
Center at Tamarac National 
Wildlife Refuge. With high-
speed camerawork and 
breakthrough new science, 
we enter the fast-paced 
world of hummingbirds 
as never before. They 
move faster than the eye 
can see, and possess 
natural born super powers 

backwards, upside-down, 

mating, laying eggs, and 
raising families, in intimate 
detail. All are welcome; 
movie lasts 50 minutes.

Tamarac History Talk 
and Driving Tour: Take 
a journey into Tamarac’s 
past. Before the refuge 
was established, this 
landscape was extensively 
settled. Who were these 
folks? Where did they live 
and how did they survive 
in this wilderness? What 
role did the CCC play in 
refuge development? Meet 
at 1 p.m. in the Discovery 
Center for a presentation, 
and then drive in a caravan 
to several historical sites. 
Wear sturdy shoes and 
bring your stories to tell.

North Stars Water Ski 
Show: Come out to the 
Vergas City Beach and 
watch the North Stars 
Water Ski Show from 4 to 
5 p.m. No admission fee; 
open to the public.

Monday, July 25
Anime and Manga Club: 
Anime and manga fans are 
invited to geek out over 
their favorite shows and 
stories, starting at 4 p.m. 
at the Detroit Lakes Public 

discussed at each monthly 
meet-up, and snacks are 
always available.

Compiled by Vicki Gerdes / 
Detroit Lakes Tribune
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BE PREPARED FOR 
EMERGENCY ER VISITS
Hospital environments can 

be stressful and confusing for 
most people, even under the best 
possible conditions. However, 
for the hearing impaired they 
can be incredibly frustrating and 
even disastrous. The masks often 
worn by doctors and nurses can 

impossible, and it is not always 
possible to have someone along 
to advocate on a hearing impaired 
individual's behalf. Packing a 
"hearing-loss hospital kit" to have 
available for emergencies can 
help overcome these challenges. 
Keep buttons or stickers that say 
"Hearing Impaired" or "Speak 
louder and face me please" in 
the kit to avoid communication 
barriers. Include lists of things that 
may be needed and instructions on 

Your peace of mind and well-
being are always our number 
one priority. Our comprehensive 
services therefore include more 
than hearing testing, proper hearing 

fresh high-quality batteries, and 
follow-up  support and counseling.  
As advocates for enhancing our 
patients' quality of life, we are 
trained to work with people to 
identify, treat, and prevent hearing 
loss, and work with them on any 
issues that may develop in the 
future.  Can we help you achieve 
better hearing? Call us at 1-800-

Wadena. JEFFERSON HEARING 
provides this information as a 
public service. If we become aware 
of any unusual condition during a 
hearing consultation that warrants 
additional professional attention, 
we can provide an expert referral.

P.S. During a hospital stay, 
patients will likely have to take 

so including  a clearly labeled 
container for their devices is 
important.

75 miles or more... The distance our Away From Home Protection
covers if a death occurs away from home.

HIRING IN DETROIT LAKES!

Its EASY to apply: Apply online at divinehouse.org,  
email a resume to Brian@divinehouse.org or call (320) 231-2738.

HIRING IN DETROIT LAKES!
HUMAN SERVICE TECHNICIANS (Caregivers)

PCA ' CNA ' DSP
• Competitive wages
• Experience working with developmentally 

disabled people or health care experience 
preferred but not required.

• We currently have part-time and full-time 
positions open with a variety of shifts.
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By Jennifer Bjorhus
Star Tribune

MINNEAPOLIS — Over 
two days last Novem-
ber, an aircraft outfit-
ted with high-definition 
thermal imaging equip-
ment flew the 340-mile 
length of the Line 3 oil 
pipeline across Minne-
sota. It was scouting for 
evidence of more con-
struction-related dam-
age to the state’s aqui-
fers.

Oil has been flowing 
through the complet-
ed pipeline for months 
now, but the White Earth 
Band of Ojibwe — Min-
nesota’s largest Native 
American tribe with 
about 20,000 members 
— continues fighting 
the project in court, and 
through extraordinary 
surveillance efforts.

The band now says 
aerial imaging found 
six more sites that indi-
cate potential breaches 
to public groundwater 
resources.

Both Enbridge and 
the state Department 
of Natural Resources 
(DNR) say they’ve done 
aerial checks of their 
own and haven’t found 
any breaches beyond 
the three the DNR con-
firmed March 20, which 
spilled nearly 300 mil-
lion gallons of ground-
water — about what a 
city the size of Brainerd, 
Minnesota, would use in 
a year.

But the first of the 
breaches went undis-
closed for at least five 
months. The Band and 
environmental groups 
such as the Sierra Club 
and MN350, which 
shared the cost of the 
$52,000 flyover, say 
they don’t trust the 
process to protect the 
resources.

“The environment is 
that important to us, 
our natural environ-
ment,” said White Earth 
citizen Dawn Goodwin, 
a key pipeline opponent 
and co-founder of RISE 
Coalition, an Indigenous 
women’s environmen-
tal group. “I live here 
and my ancestors lived 

here.”
The state already 

fined Enbridge for that 
first breach but the DNR 
is still working on com-
prehensive penalties 
for all three breaches. 
Meanwhile, Minnesota 
Attorney General Keith 
Ellison is reviewing the 
first incident for poten-
tial criminal charges.

White Earth trib-
al lawyer Frank Bibeau 
said they will share 
the new flyover infor-
mation with Ellison’s 
office. The images are 
also being presented in 
tribal court as evidence 
in the band’s ground-
water legal fight with 
the DNR.

The groundwater 
problems are exactly 
what Line 3 opponents 
warned could happen 
on such a major project 
cutting through Minne-
sota’s watery northern 
landscape, Bibeau said.

“Now we have to live 
with it and they get 
paid the big money for 
destroying our planet,” 
Bibeau said. “This stuff 
is irreparable for a mil-
lennia. Those are hard 
words to think about.”

DNR Deputy Commis-
sioner Barb Naramore 
said the agency is aware 
of the flyover’s basic 
findings but hasn’t yet 
received copies of the 
aerial footage and tech-
nical information.

Juli Kellner, a 
spokeswoman for Cal-
gary-based Enbridge, 
said the company did 
not know about the 
tribe’s new claims.

“We have flown over 
and walked the route 
repeatedly and have 
worked with geologists, 
hydrologists and the 
regulatory agencies,” 
Kellner said. “The reg-
ulatory agencies have 
completed site visits 
and further investiga-
tion and we have found 
no further issues.”

Jeff Broberg, a geolo-
gist collaborating with 
the White Earth Band, 
said he thinks the group 
found the possible new 
accident sites because 

regulators are only 
looking at problems 
Enbridge self-reported.

Naramore disagreed. 
The DNR did its own 
aerial inspections “of 
relevant portions of the 
line extending beyond 
the areas around the 
three known breach-
es” and found no oth-
ers, she said. She noted 
that groundwater on the 
surface does not always 
mean an aquifer was 
damaged.

“If White Earth or any 
other parties furnish 
us with specific and 
actionable information 
that warrants addition-
al investigation, we will 
follow up as appropri-
ate,” Naramore said.

The images captured 
by the tribe’s contrac-
tor record the tempera-
ture difference between 
warmer groundwa-
ter and frozen ground. 
Broberg said they are 
examining more than 
a terabyte of data and 
plan to verify sites with 
inspections by foot. A 
final report will be out 
this summer.

One site they suspect 
of being another breach 
is about a mile from 
where Line 3 crossed 
under the Otter River 
in St. Louis County: “It 
has a real strong ther-
mal fingerprint of warm 

water,” said Broberg.

Litigation
The band’s flyover 

results were first dis-
closed in court docu-
ments filed March 25 in 
the White Earth Band’s 
tribal court of appeals, 
and first reported on 
the Healing Minneso-
ta Stories website. They 
are appealing the trib-
al court’s decision in 
March to dismiss the 
novel “rights of nature” 
lawsuit in which the 
lead plaintiff was wild 
rice, or manoomin, with 
its own rights to clean 
and undisturbed water.

The lawsuit challeng-
es the DNR’s permission 
to Enbridge to pump a 
maximum of 5 billion 
gallons of water from its 
construction sites. The 
band says the pumping 
during last summer’s 
severe drought has 
harmed wild rice beds.

The Tribal Court dis-
missed the case March 
10, saying it doesn’t 
have jurisdiction 
because the alleged vio-
lations didn’t occur on 
the reservation. A par-
allel case is pending in 
federal court.

Aquifers
The Line 3 breach-

es are unlikely to per-
manently damage the 

aquifers, said Timo-
thy Cowdery, a hydro-
geologist with the U.S. 
Geological Survey. 
Other scientists have 
expressed concerns 
about above-ground 
impacts and they go 
beyond the waste of a 
public resource.

Some are concerned 
the discharge of ground-
water could lower the 
water pressure in the 
aquifers, potential-
ly drying up wells or 
municipal water sup-
plies. That’s a partic-
ular concern during a 
drought, said Joe Mag-
ner, a licensed hydrol-
ogist in the University 
of Minnesota’s Depart-
ment of Bioproducts and 
Biosystems Engineer-
ing. Groundwater flow-
ing out can also cause 
soil erosion on the sur-
face and carry sediment 
into nearby wetlands, 
lakes and streams and 
damage those ecosys-
tems, he said.

It’s not clear wheth-
er any wells have been 

affected by the breach-
es. Clearbrook City Clerk 
Lucie Thompson said 
she’s unsure whether 
the town draws from the 
same aquifer as the one 
Enbridge crews punc-
tured near Clearbrook in 
January 2021, releasing 
at least 50 million gal-
lons. But the city has 
two wells, she said, and 
the rupture “hasn’t 
affected that.”

The breaches can have 
other effects, includ-
ing contaminating the 
aquifers and altering 
their chemistry in a way 
that damages plants 
and animals, said Kris-
ten Blann, a freshwater 
ecologist at The Nature 
Conservancy.

The Clearbrook breach 
threatens a nearby cal-
careous fen complex 
that the DNR said is fed 
by groundwater from 
the same aquifer. Pro-
tected by state law, cal-
careous fens are rich in 
calcium and peat and so 
unique the DNR con-
siders them “one of 
the rarest natural com-
munities in the United 
States.”

Enbridge has hired 
a consultant to study 
breach effects on the 
fen.

In the third confirmed 
aquifer breach, just out-
side the reservation of 
the Fond du Lac Band of 
Lake Superior Chippe-
wa, groundwater flow-
ing onto reservation 
land could harm the 
band’s stands of sacred 
wild rice, a plant partic-
ularly sensitive to water 
depth, temperature and 
chemistry. The band 
has said it will have a 
better understanding of 
any impacts during the 
coming growing season.
©2022 StarTribune. Distributed by 

Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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24413 County Rd 144 Detroit Lakes, MN 56501
218-846-7310

HOURS: Monday-Friday 8-4:30 • Saturday 8-12

Becker County Hazardous 
Waste (HW) program

www.co.becker.mn.us/dept/environmental_services

Households may drop off hazardous waste at the 
Transfer Station during regular business hours.

OPEN 
ALL 

YEAR!

18633 Cty Hwy 14 Callaway, MN 56521 

866-668-3029

We can make the perfect  
dessert for your special day!

CHEESECAKES & MORE
ll

E

Brian Peterson / Star Tribune / TNS
Enbridge's Clearwater Terminal pictured Sept. 28, 2021.

In the courtroom and the skies
Minnesota tribe carries on its challenge of the Line 3 pipeline

By Barbie Porter
Detroit Lakes Tribune

The home brew contest was 
held under a tent on a rainy eve-
ning on Thursday, July 14. Tom 
Trowbridge’s Irish Maple Stout 
was the clear winner.

Mike Noll, Detroit Lakes, sipped 
the stout and noted, “It was a 
fierce competition, but he pulled 
it off in the end.”

Noll spoke in jest, as Trow-
bridge was the only one to enter 
in this year’s home brew contest. 
However, he and his wife Lori, 
said if there was competition, the 
maple stout would still be tough 
to beat.

“You can taste the maple,” Lori 
Noll said. “And, it has good car-
bonation and color. I could see 
myself ordering and drinking 
this.”

The Jaycees providing the beer 
to taste testers were Walker 
and Erika Martin. The two were 
surprised at the low turnout of 
homebrewers, as last year’s event 
was a hit.

“Last year, we were on the beach 
and it was a weekend event,” she 

said. “We might have to rethink 
that and come back strong with 
home brews again next year.”

Down the street, at the Pavil-
lion, was where many waited out 

the storm. The venue was filled 
for the annual bingo event.

“It is always a big event and 
usually a full house,” Jaycee Kate 
Spaeth said.

Home brew and bingo contests 
bring fun to a rainy Thursday

Barbie Porter / Detroit Lakes Tribune
Lori Noll (from left) and Mike Noll braved the rain storm to enjoy the 
Northwest Water Carnival home brew competition on July 14. Pouring 
samples on behalf of the Jaycees were Erika Martin and Walker Martin.
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Head to dl-online.com and look for the link or go to  
detroitlakesnewspapers.secondstreetapp.com/DL-Online-Best-of-the-Lakes-2022/
or scan the QR code to the right to vote for your favorite businesses!

Winners will be announced with our Best of the Lakes Magazine in September 2022

Vote now through July 27th!

The nominees have been selected and the ballot has 

 Let the  

Voting  
   Begin!

VOTE FOR US!

1 mile North of Detroit Lakes on Richwood Road 
19165 COUNTY HWY. 21
218-847-7520

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK FOR MORE!

✓VOTE FOR US!

BEST BURGER

BEST BOSS

BEST FRENCH FRIES

BEST BAR
BEST BEER SELECTION

BEST BLOODY MARY

BEST RESTAURANT

BEST FAST FOOD

BEST CHICKEN

Best Cocktail

Best Wine List

BEST OUTDOOR DINING

BEST TAKE-OUT
BEST HAPPY HOUR

BEST WINGS

Best Small Business
BEST BARTENDER Best Server

104 WEST LAKE DR
2188448488

WWW.HUB41.COM

� Best Bar
� Best Happy Hour
� Best Ice Cream
�  Best Casual Dining 

Restaurant
�  Best Outdoor  

Dining Area
�  Best  

Wings

THANK YOU FOR 
NOMINATING US FOR...

www.bryggetapsandtastes.com
(218) 844-5932

111 Veterans Memorial Parkway

THANK YOU FOR THE 
NOMINATIONS FOR...

• Best Bloody Mary
• Best Beer Selection
• Best Sandwich Shop
• Best French Fries
• Best Wings
•  Best Server -  

Sierra Braukmann19389 Frontage Rd, Detroit Lakes
218-847-3939

Breakfast, Lunch and 
Dinner Specials Daily
Open 6am - 9pm daily

VOTE FOR 
US FOR

Best Breakfast 
AND Best Server!

1050 Hwy 59 South • Detroit Lakes • 847-9775 
www.ddappliance.net

Your 
Hometown 

Local 
Appliance 

Store1244 Washington Ave.
Detroit Lakes, MN

218.847.2020

Manitok Mall
Mahnomen, MN
218.936.2020

Thank you for Voting us
# 1 Eye Clinic &

Dr. Mike #1 Dr of Optometry 
3 Years in a Row!

www.morrisoneyecare.com

General Optometry ◆ Contact Lenses
Pediatrics ◆ LASIK Consultant 

Diseases of the Eye

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!

Marc Harrie 
O.D. FAAO

ss

Michael Morrison
O.D.

Best Memory Care 
Facility

Best Retirement 
Community 

Best Large Business  
To Work For

Best Administrative 
Assistant - Jodi Greisen

1325 Pelican Lane, 
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501
218-847-7777
pelicanlandingmn.com

Thank you for  
your nominations!!!!!

2019 Winner
2020 and 2021 Runner Up

Best Attorneys

Stowman  Law
personal injury attorneys

www.lumbros.com
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Vote now through July 27th! 
detroitlakesnewspapers.secondstreetapp.com/DL-Online-Best-of-the-Lakes-2022/

Dr. Stephen Kunz, DC · Detroit Lakes

Thank you for your 
nominations for Best 
Chiropractor and 
Chiropractic Office!  

Please Vote!

Best Memory Care Facility

Best Retirement Community 

Best Large Business  

To Work For

Best Administrative 

Assistant - Jodi Greisen
1325 Pelican Lane   |   Detroit Lakes, MN 56501

218-847-7777   |   pelicanlandingmn.com

B t M C F ilit

Thank you for  
your nominations!

By Barbie Porter
Detroit Lakes Tribune

Deb Sjostrom, direc-
tor of human services 
for Otter Tail County, 
received a standing ova-
tion during the County 
Board meeting on Tues-
day, July 12.

After being present-
ed with the statewide 
2022 Human Services 
Award, Sjostrom said she 
“was a little taken aback 
and surprised” to have 
received it.

Mathew Freeman, 
Minnesota Association 
of County Social Service 
Administrators executive 
director, explained the 
award is given to one per-
son each year. The recip-
ient must have expertise 
in the social service field 
and exhibit a high level of 
commitment and profes-
sionalism.

Freeman said peers 
submit nominations for 
the award. He noted that 
Sjostrom has checked off 
all the award require-
ments. He added her 
work has helped people 
on the state, county and 
local level.

Sjostrom has also 
served on the MACS-
SA board and held the 

titles of secretary, pres-
ident-elect and president 
for MACSSA. She is cur-
rently filling the orga-
nization’s past-president 
role.

Words used by col-
leagues to describe Sjos-
trom in the nomination 
letters included “warm, 
dedicated, selfless, inclu-
sive, a problem solver, 
tenacious, a navigator” 
and more, Freeman said.

The County Board 
members thanked her for 
her hard work.

Commissioner Wayne 
Johnson also recalled 
meeting her for the first 
time at the FargoDome. 
Since then, he said Sjos-
trom has “taught me 
so much through grace, 
expertise and example. I 
call her a friend, neighbor 
and pretty soon a bicycle 
riding companion. Thank 
you for bringing me 
along as a person.”

According to the press 
release, Sjostrom entered 
the field of social work 
for Otter Tail County in 
1990. By 2006 she was 
promoted to a supervisor 
in the Long-Term Care/
Development Disabili-
ties Unit. And in 2015, 
she became the county’s 
human services director.

Sjostrom collects 
the 2022 Human 
Service Award



By Tracy Briggs
The Forum

FARGO — In the sum-
mer of 1947, all 9-year-
old Donald Person want-
ed to do was ride his bike, 
play ball and explore the 
depths of the West Fargo 
clay pits for crayfish, 
snails and tadpoles.

But when the rosy 
glow of his skin turned 
out not to be sunburn, 
Person’s summer plans 
went out the window.

Along with his “red 
sandpaper-like rash,” 
Person had a sore throat 
and fever.

“Apparently, Moth-
er was sufficiently con-
cerned such that she 
sought consultation with 
my pediatrician,” Person 
recalls. “He diagnosed 
me with scarlet fever.”

According to the Mayo 
Clinic, scarlet fever is 
caused by the same bac-
teria that causes strep 
throat and is most com-
mon in children ages 5 
to 15. In recent years, 
antibiotic treatments 
have made it less threat-
ening. But in 1947, it was 
serious and contagious 
enough that the Person 
family took a dramatic 
step.

Little Donald was sent 
away — off to the Fargo 
City Detention Hospi-
tal, nicknamed the “Pest 
House.”

“I was scared to death. 
I think I was the only 
patient there,” Person 
says.

So what was this mys-
terious brick building at 
the corner of Elm Street 
and 11th Avenue North, 
what went on in there — 
and what ever became of 
the “Pest House”?

‘The handsomest  
of its kind’

An Oct. 13, 1910, story 
from The Fargo Forum 
and Daily Republican 
congratulates Fargo for 
showing its “metropol-
itan spirit” in two ways 
— one by voting for a 
good park commission, 
and the other by allow-
ing bond funding for a 
new detention hospital.

“In providing for the 
health of its inhabitants 
the city has taken a long 
stride in the right direc-
tion. Parks are a means 
of avoiding disease and 
a detention hospital, a 
place to segregate con-
tagion.”

The idea of isolating 
people with contagious 
diseases in a sepa-
rate facility was noth-
ing new. Sanatoriums 
(sometimes called sani-
tariums) became popular 
in Europe in the 19th 
century to isolate tuber-
culosis patients. The idea 
spread to North America 
and extended to include 
patients suffering from 
influenza, rheumatic 
fever, scarlet fever and 
more.

City leaders appeared 
to be both proud and 
excited to build a hos-

pital at 57 11th Ave. N., 
right near Mickelson 
Field. Newspaper reports 
from later in 1910 men-
tion that the newly con-
structed building was 
“one of the handsomest 
of its kind in the north-
west,” with its terraz-
zo floors, marble stairs, 
concrete walls and big 
windows.

In less than 10 years, 
the “handsome” build-
ing would be a bustling 
place with the influenza 
outbreak of 1918. In the 
1930s, things had slowed 
way down and city lead-
ers considered tearing 
it down. But during the 
1946 polio outbreak, the 
hospital was filled once 
again. The next year, 
Person became a patient.

‘Time hung  
very heavy’

Person says he remem-
bers being dropped off at 
the hospital one after-
noon shortly after his 
scarlet fever diagnosis. 
He said goodbye to his 
family, then was brought 
to a huge hospital room 
with four neatly made-
up empty beds. He was 
the only one there.

“My only connection 
to the outside world was 
a bell on the bedstand,” 
Person recalls.

A little later, a college 
student whom Person 
believes had rheumatic 
fever became his room-
mate.

“I recall he had many 
books and was constant-
ly reading and study-
ing,” he says. “There 
was absolutely nothing 
for me to do except lie in 
bed and stare at the ceil-
ing. No radio, no phono-
graph and no TV.”

And it wasn’t like there 
was a staff of caregiv-
ers helping him pass the 
hours.

“There was a single 
nurse who took care of 
everything, including 
cooking, washing, nurs-
ing and preparing the 
food, and I’m sure in 
the wintertime she was 
down stoking the fur-
nace with coal and the 
whole thing,” he says.

Worse yet, the room 
was very dark. The win-
dow shades were drawn, 
he believes, to protect 
his eyes from the sun.

“Time hung very heavy 
on my mind,” he recalls.

Some of the only bright 
spots were visits from 
his family on Sundays. 
His mother, father and 
younger brother were 
not allowed in the room, 
so they waved greetings 
from outside the win-
dow, leaving behind 
lilacs the nurse put in a 
Mason jar by his bedside.

“To this day (75 years 
later) the sweet smell of 
lilacs evokes a visceral 
reaction, which nause-
ates me,” Person says.

But Person was rel-
atively lucky. He only 
stayed for two weeks. 
Other patients had 
stayed for months.

The end of an era
By 1951, the deten-

tion hospital was on 
its last legs as Amer-
ica was entering what 
the National Institute 
of Health called “the 
golden age of antibiotic 
discovery.” Cass Coun-
ty bought the detention 
center from the city and 
has used it in differ-
ent capacities through 
the years, including the 
location for Head Start 
programming.

Today, you can find the 
property listed at Apart-
ments.com where photos 
show unique individu-
al residential units with 
brick walls and spiral 
ductwork.

For his part, Person 
recovered nicely from his 
stay in the “Pest House.” 
He went on to graduate 
from Fargo Central High 
School, later attending 
college and graduating 
from the University of 
Minnesota’s medical 
school.

Since then, he’s had 
an impressive career 
in medicine. He retired 
from active clinical 
practice in 2008 after 
more than 49 years in 
the Army. He currently 
serves as an expert con-
sultant in telemedicine, 
clinical investigation, 

pediatrics and rheuma-
tology to Tripler Army 
Medical Center in Hono-
lulu, Hawaii, and lives in 
San Antonio, Texas.

He says he’s not sure if 
his time in the detention 
hospital influenced his 
decision to go into med-
icine, but he says he was 
always fascinated with 
the story of the “Pest 
House” — the place 
he called home for two 
weeks in the summer of 
‘47. And not long ago, 
life kind of came full cir-
cle.

“When I came back to 
Fargo for my 55th high 
school reunion, a friend 
of mine took me to my 
old house in south Fargo 
and the lady who lived 
there graciously allowed 
us in,” he says. “It 
turned out she used to 
teach Head Start in the 
old detention hospital. 
It’s amazing sometimes 
how stories just end up 
crossing.”
Readers can reach Forum reporter 

and columnist Tracy Briggs at tracy.
briggs@forumcomm.com.
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NEED CONCRETE?NEED CONCRETE?
• Pole buildings
• Garages
• Aprons
• Basements
• Driveways
• Monolithic slabs
•  Pre-Cast wall 

systems

We mix our own 
concrete. 

218-849-2624mobilereadymix.com

Mobile Ready Mix  
Call Roger for a free estimate

WWWe miiix our ownn
We do flatwork.

Washington Square Mall | Detroit Lakes | 218-847-2127

Midwest Vision Center 
Formerly Jerry’s Optical 

New Name - Same great  
service and staff.
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Your Own pizza at regular menu price

FAMILY SIZE
$3OFF

$2OFF
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AND SAVE
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M-
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MEDIUM

847-7200

IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY. EXPIRES 7/31/22. Valid at 
participating locations. Not valid with other offers. Cannot 
be sold, transferred or duplicated. Limit 3. 1587-LSM012918

James Matter Agency
Farmers Insurance Group

1119 Jackson Ave
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501
(218) 847-4409

235 Main St W Ste B
Perham, MN 56573
(218) 346-2235

“Your insurance 
matters, so 

come see me, 
James Matter!”

Visit our Kohler® 
Registered Showroom

“For Your 
Family’s 
Comfort”

18550 Highway 59 North Detroit Lakes, MN
Green’s 218-847-7542 • Modern 218-847-7459

nick@gpmh.biz 
www.modernheatingandplumbing.com

 FRIENDLY, 
HONEST 
SERVICE. 

AUTO REPAIR, TIRES AND TOWING
Now is the perfect time to get your car serviced!

Licensed and ready to help!  

1608 Dan Street, Detroit Lakes • 218-847-3511

What was it like to live in Fargo’s ‘Pest House’?
Detention hospital housed 
those with infectious 
diseases for decades before 
discovery of antibiotics

Tracy Briggs / The Forum
This building at 57 11th Ave. N. in Fargo was once the place where people with infectious diseases could be 
isolated.

Contributed / Historical and Cultural Society of Clay County / Clay County Archives
The construction of the Fargo City Detention Hospital in 1910 was seemingly a 
proud moment for the city in caring for patients with contagious illnesses while 
protecting the rest of the population.

Contributed / Donald Person
Donald Person, age 12, 3 
years after his stay at the 
“Pest House” in Fargo.

getONline
www.dl-online.com



By Lorie Skarpness
Park Rapids Enterprise
One of the oldest 

resorts in Minnesota has 
new owners who want 
to preserve it for gener-
ations of vacationers to 
come.

Wambolts Cabins is 
located on the Mantrap 
chain of lakes, about 16 
miles from Park Rapids. 
It first opened as a fish-
ing camp in 1901 and has 
only changed ownership 
four times in 121 years.

Anne and James 
Dougherty purchased the 
resort in late 2021, and 
this is their first season 
as owners.

From fishing camp 
to resort

Alexander Otto Wam-
bolt, who went by his 
nickname Bud, filed a 
claim for 40 acres on 
Upper Bottle Lake. He 
built Fisherman’s Lodge 
in 1899, and the first 
guests arrived in 1901.

He used a team of 
horses to transport 
guests from the railroad 
depot in Dorset to the 
resort, later changing 
the name to Wambolts 
Resort to attract more 
families.

According to an inter-
view with his daugh-
ter, Louise, by former 
guest and Upper Bottle 
Lake representative Tim 
Dwight, the resort was 
the first on the Mantrap 
chain of Lakes.

In 1904, Bud married 
his cook, Amelia Hensel 
of Dorset. They raised 
dairy and beef cattle 
and had a large vegeta-
ble garden. Guests were 
served three meals a day, 
cooked on a wood-burn-
ing stove. Pies, cakes and 
bread were baked fresh 
daily.

Louise said fish caught 
at the resort were packed 
in boxes with ice blocks 
cut from the lake during 
the winter and stored 
in the ice house on the 
property. The fish was 
shipped back to the 
guest’s destination on 
the train with new ice 
added on stops along the 
way, as needed.

Louise and her hus-
band, Leo Arnold, took 
over ownership of the 
resort when Bud died in 
1942.

They operated Wam-
bolts until 1968, when 
Dareld and Rosemary 
Mauer purchased the 
property. Dareld died in 
2003 and Rosemary in 
2006. The property was 
then sold to Blazing Star, 
which rented cabins to 
people who wanted to 
stay for the entire sum-
mer.

Generations  
of guests

Peg and Jim Raley of 
Brandon, S.D., came to 
Wambolts for the first 
time in the summer of 
1965 when the Arnolds 
ran it.

“We thought it a per-
fect family vacation 
spot,” Peg said. “Leo 
was quite a salesman. 
He never went out in a 
boat and didn’t fish, but 
catered to fishermen. He 
would meet your car as 
you drove in and have 
the fisherman in the car 
so fired up about how 
good the fishing was that 
he couldn’t get unpacked 
fast enough.”

The Raleys said at 
that time Fuller’s Tack-
le Shop in Park Rapids 
had a display case in the 
front window where the 
“best catches” were put 
on ice for everyone to see 
– and Wambolts Resort 
was well represented.

She remembers one 
summer when the Mau-
ers were the owners 
and a son of one of the 
regular guests who had 
become a priest and said 
his first public Mass on 
the porch of Cabin N 

(now Cabin 1).
She also recalls how 

their black Lab, Patchy, 
enjoyed swimming out 
to the raft with the 
Mauer kids.

Growing up  
on the resort

Karen Mauer is the 
daughter of Dareld and 
Rosemary Mauer. She 
was 7 when her par-
ents started running the 
resort. The family lived 
in Atlantic, Iowa for the 
rest of the year, where 
Dareld worked at a beef 
processing plant and 
Rosemary worked at a 
grocery store.

“Mom and Dad would 
go up to open the resort 
in April,” she said. 
“When school was out, 
mom would come and 
bring the five of us kids 
up for the summer. That 
first summer Louise and 
Leo were still living in 
the house, so we stayed 
in what used to be called 
Cabin O, until they 
moved out in June.”

Cabin O was the big-
gest building and locat-
ed in the center of camp, 
with a dining hall and 
kitchen where meals 
were prepared and 
served on site until the 
early 1960s.

“All of the old dish-
es and equipment were 
still back there, includ-
ing old ice boxes used 
to keep food cold before 
the resort had electrici-
ty,” she said.

There were five docks 
and each cabin came 
with a wooden fishing 
boat. Eventually, they 
were replaced with alu-
minum boats.

The Mauer kids had 
jobs at the resort. “The 
boys would help dad 
clean up the shoreline, 
get rid of any dead fish, 
do the lawn care and 
outside work,” she said. 
“We girls helped mom 
clean cabins. There was 
a central shower house 
with bathrooms because 
some of the cabins didn’t 
have bathrooms yet.”

The kids also took 
turns watching the 
office, in case a guest 
needed something. 
“Back in that day, there 
was only one phone 
and it was on a party 
line and shared a num-
ber with Whippoorwill 
Resort up the road,” she 
said. “When a phone call 
came in, one of us kids 
ran to get the person 
who the call was for. 
Mom limited phone calls 
to 10 minutes, so we 
didn’t tie up the party 
line.”

The Mauer siblings 
had fun swimming, 
playing and riding bikes 
with kids staying at the 
resort.

Racoons and deer were 
frequent visitors to the 
resort, along with an 
occasional bear.

The resort had guests 
from fishing open-
er until the middle of 
October.

“When school started, 
mom would take us back 
to Iowa and dad would 
stay,” she said. “Then 
Mom would come back 
to help close up. It was 
always dad’s dream to 
run a resort, so Wam-
bolts was his pride and 
joy.”

Mauer said, in those 
days, people at the 
resort didn’t venture far. 
They might spend a day 
at Itasca State Park or go 
to Park Rapids for a treat 
at the Dixie or a visit to 
Aqua Park or Deer Town.

If they wanted to go 
out at night, popu-
lar spots were Chateau 
Paulette and Val Chatel’s 
dinner theater.

Several Mauer family 
members will be making 
a trip to Wambolts later 
this month to reminisce 
about good times and 
create new memories.

“When I saw the resort 
had new owners, I got 
in contact with Anne,” 
she said. “We rented 
two cabins for our fam-
ily to come up later this 
month.”

Mauer’s daughter, 

Sarah Doxon, has a six-
month baby and her son, 
Matt Thomsen, has two 
children, ages 7 and 3.

“My kids spent a lot of 
time at Wambolts grow-
ing up, but my grand-
children have never been 
there,” she said. “My 
kids are looking forward 
to showing them what 
they did, going fishing, 
catching crawdads in 
the lake.”

Her brother, who lives 
in Minneapolis, is also 
hoping to drive up, and 
her sister is flying in 
from Arizona.

She also hopes to 
connect with friends in 
the area she has kept 
in touch with through 
Facebook over the years.

A new lease on life
New owners Anne and 

James Dougherty have 
five children: Seamus 
(18), Finn (16), Mary 
Jean (15), Thomas (10) 
and Paddy (7).

It was during the pan-
demic that Anne saw 
Wambolts listed for sale. 
“The pandemic gave us 
time to dream and do 
a business plan to go 
along with our dream,” 
she said. “As a family, 
we decided this is some-
thing we wanted to do.”

Anne is a high school 
teacher at St. Louis Park, 
and James has been 
working remotely since 
the pandemic began.

Their dream was to 
preserve as much of the 
resort’s history as they 
could and welcome fam-
ilies once again.

“A lot of these mom-
and-pop resorts are 
being carved up,” she 

said. “This is a beauti-
ful place. We wanted to 
save it from commercial 
development that would 
mar the pristine shore-
line. So many people 
have deep memories of 
this special place.”

The log cabins are 
in the process of being 
rehabbed.

Of the 15 cabins, 11 are 
remodeled and will be in 
use this summer. “The 
remaining four that got 
new foundations won’t 
be ready until next sea-
son,” she said. “Log 
restoration will preserve 
the cabins for another 
100 years of use.”

The Doughertys 
recently applied for a 

conditional use permit 
to add six additional 
rental units.

More resort history
More information 

about the resort’s histo-
ry, along with old pho-
tos, are available on the 
Wambolts Cabins web-
site.

Don Bilek wrote a 
book about fishing on 
the Bottle Lakes, called 
“Heading North,” that 
includes several chap-
ters about Wambolts.

Retired professor 
Ren Holland’s website 
also features photos 
and information about 
the historic Wambolts 
resort.
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COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL 
RECYCLING • ROLL-OFF

(218) 346-4834
140 6th Avenue NE
Perham, MN 56573

support@stevessanitation.com
 www.stevessanitation.com

Your Minnesota Lakes Area solid 
waste collection, transfer, disposal, 

and recycling experts.

PROUD TO SERVE DETROIT LAKES AND THE SURROUNDING AREASURROUNDING AR

SERVICES OFFERED Tattoo Removal • Carbon Facials • Fungus Treatment • Hair removal

218-850-0893 • 106 Willow Street W Detroit Lakes, MN 56501
www.facebook.com/DLlasers  •  http://renewmedspa.biz/

Laser Hair Removal 
How soon can I see results? 
-As early as 1 session!! I have noticed in a majority 
of my clients slower growth, thinner hair & even 
some total hair ejection (it ain’t coming back).

Thinking about  
Hair Removal?

(218) 847-4175
We sell the best and service the rest!

607 Washington Ave. - Detroit Lakes, MN

We are closing our 607 Washington location. 
Miele, Sebo and Ricarr vacuum cleaners and Elna and JUKI  

sewing machines at special in store pricing!  
All used vacuums and sewing machines at 15% OFF.  

All vacuum cleaner bags $2.00 OFF.  All threads 25% OFF.

W ll h b d i h !
JANKE’S SEW & VAC

Miele and American Made 
Simplicity Vacuums

Store Liquidation Sale 

Wambolts returns
121-year-old camp has new owners

Mantrap chain of lakes.

Contributed photos / Anne Dougherty
Wambolts has the distinction of being one of the 

camp and expanding to include generations of family 
vacationers who came north to enjoy relaxing at the 
lake and hiking in the woods.

The Anne and James Dougherty family purchased Wambolts Resort in December 



that RDG would know 
that that building is 
there and it’s not going 
to move out of that area 
and to use that in their 
deliberations and their 
discussion?”

Ron Zeman, alder-
man first ward, said the 
city has already paid 
RDG $75,000 to do an 
assessment of the West 
Lake Drive area, near 
City Beach, beginning in 
August and thinks the 
council should wait until 
they learn the results 
of that study before 
authorizing the expan-
sion plans. He added 
that telling the consul-
tants to work around a 
new parking lot would 
limit the overarching 
vision the organization 
is expected to provide in 
coming months.

“I think we should put 
this on hold until we 
can see what the sug-
gestions are from RDG, 
and see the total plans 
down there for the ice 
arena, or what ever it 
may be going on down 
there because what ever 
goes down there is going 
to take a lot of money,” 
said Zeman.

“We’ve been thinking 
about (the West Lake 
Drive/Rossman Avenue 
redevelopment) for 40 
years ... and we shouldn’t 
do a thing, I don’t think, 
until we get this worked 
out with RDG,” he con-
tinued. “This isn’t just 
for today and the next 10 
years, this is going to be 
a 50 to 75 year project, 
so I’m just saying, let’s 
hold off until RDG comes 
in and does their work 
and then we can put this 
together and see really 
what is better for this.”

Zeman also suggested 
the Flyers facility could 
move to a new location 
with all of their fund-
raising efforts from this 
project, as an alterna-
tive option. Adding, the 
food and beverage tax 
fund that would be used 
to fund the proposed 
parking lot is currently 
depleted and was also 
supposed to be used to 
support trails and water 
quality initiatives.

“We’ve got a chance 

that we’ve been waiting 
on for 40 years and let’s 
have RDG come in, let’s 
see what they’ve got to 
put in on this, their sug-
gestions, and then we 
can make a plan with 
what’s the best thing 
to do down there,” said 
Zeman.

Natalie Bly, alderman-
at-large, said the final 
RDG plan for the area 
could take months to 
compile following their 
scheduled hearings and 
listening sessions, and 
recommended they allow 
the Flyers to move for-
ward with their expan-
sion and let RDG give 
recommendations for a 
new shared parking lot.

The Flyers need city 
council approval to 
move forward with the 
project, since it resides 
on city property, and 
the non-profit group 
wouldn’t be allowed to 
do any major capital 
fundraising for the proj-
ect without first obtain-
ing plan approval.

Also during the meet-
ing, Kelcey Klemm, city 
administrator for Detroit 
Lakes, said the original 
agreement between the 
Minnesota Flyers and 
the city during the ini-

tial construction was 
that the Flyers would 
be responsible for their 
facility and any main-
tenance associated with 
the building, and the city 
would be responsible for 
the parking lot and the 
driveways on the prop-
erty.

Last month, the 
council directed Jon 
Pratt, city engineer for 
Detroit Lakes, to look 
at the expansion plans 
and come up with some 
parking lot options and 
estimated costs. Cur-
rently, the Flyers facil-
ity has about 25 park-
ing spots in front of 
their location; howev-
er, according to the city 
parking lot ordinance, 
the new expanded build-
ing would require 88 
parking spaces. Pratt’s 
designs feature between 
130 to 160 parking spac-
es, under the assumption 
the parking lot would 
be shared between the 
gymnastics facility, the 
Kent Freeman Arena and 
the county fairgrounds.

“We’re doubling our 
space, and we go from 
25 parking spots, but 
now we need 88,” said 
Leesa Lindgaard, direc-
tor of Minnesota Fly-

ers Gymnastics and Fit-
ness in Detroit Lakes. 
“You guys have draw-
ings from ... 130 to 160, 
that’s not for our facil-
ity, that parking, that’s 
for everything else in the 
community. That’s for 
the arena or the fair, so 
I think that number is a 
little unfair, and unjust, 
because that’s not just 
for us.”

Pratt said a smaller, 
90-space lot could cost 
around $900,000.

Lindgaard said their 
expanded facility would 
only use about 35 to 40 
parking spaces.

“Can’t we do a vari-
ance on it?” said Aaron 
Dallmann, alderman-
at-large. “I can see their 
point. Why should they 
pay for 90 spots, if they 
only need 50, and if 
they can raise their own 
money themselves, I’m 
all for this project.”

Another member of the 
Minnesota Flyers group 
also said the non-prof-
it would be reluctant to 
pay money to the city 
for the parking lot cost, 
since they are already 
funding their own build-
ing expansion, but they 
agreed to contribute 
something if it moved 

the project forward.
Members of the city 

council then voted 7-1, 
with Zeman represent-
ing the only dissent-
ing vote, to allow the 
city administrator and 
city attorney to draft an 
addendum to their man-
agement agreement with 
the Flyers that would 
include the expansion 
and different options for 
contribution-splits for 
the parking lot.

“I can’t imagine we’re 
going to tell them they 
can’t add onto the build-
ing, we’re just throw-

ing money away, it’d be 
ridiculous” said Mayor 
Matt Brenk, who only 
votes on council issues 
to break any 4-4 tie that 
occurs. “We need to let 
them move forward with 
their fundraising to help 
these kids out that they 
are turning away, and 
we’ve got to figure out 
how to do it.”

The addendum is 
expected to be brought 
up for action at the next 
city council meeting on 
Monday, Aug. 8 at 5 p.m.
Send your story tips to Michael at: 
machterling@dlnewspapers.com

GYM
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Michael Achterling / Detroit Lakes Tribune
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525 Roosevelt Ave. • Detroit Lakes, MN  
1-800-492-4833 • www.dynamichomes.com

B U I L D  D Y N A M I C .  B U I L T  F O R  L I F E .

N O W  H I R I N G : S I D I N G  C R E W, 
F LO O R  C R E W, R O O F C R E W, 

A N D  WA L L C R E W.

BENEFITS ON DAY ONE INCLUDE: MEDICAL, DENTAL, 
VISION, STD & LTD, AND LIFE INSURANCE. OTHER 

BENEFITS INCLUDE: PENSION, HOLIDAY PAY, VACATION 
AND EMPLOYEE PURCHASE PROGRAM.

THESE ROLES START AT $17 
HOURS MONDAY-THURSDAY 7-5:30 PM

Where You Need Us, When You Need Us

Relax & Enjoy Your Boating Lifestyle! 
We’re The Only Resource You’ll Need

• We’re Your Full Service Marine Dealership...
• 7 Locations...  7 Departments...  *Open 7 Days In-Season

*DL Locations

SALES-SERVICE-PARTS
STORAGE-RENTALS

FINANCING-DOCK&LIFT

jkmarine.com

The cabaret show, “A 
Career in Revue: Cele-
brating Kathy Larson’s 
Retirement,” will take 
place at 7 p.m. on Aug. 
13; tickets are on sale 
at the Holmes The-
atre website, dlccc.org/
holmes-theatre.html, 
for $25 each.

But that’s not all: To 
honor Larson’s vocal 
music legacy, all past 
and present students, 
colleagues and anyone 
who has sung or worked 
with Larson over her 

long career are being 
invited to take part in a 
mass choir performance 
at Holy Rosary Catholic 
Church on Sunday, Aug. 
14 at 3 p.m.

“Admission will be a 
free will offering, with 
proceeds to help set up a 
vocal music scholarship 
(through Detroit Lakes 
Dollars for Scholars) in 
her name,” Nustad said. 
“We feel it is important 
that the influence Kathy 
has had on her ‘kids,’ 
and the community, will 
continue.”

The scholarship will 
be given annually to 
a vocal music student 

at Detroit Lakes Public 
Schools.

Those who are unable 
to attend the festivities, 
but would still like to 
contribute, can go to the 
Detroit Lakes Dollars 
for Scholars website, 
detroitlakes.dollarsfor-
scholars.org, and make 
a donation in Larson’s 
name (use the “Click to 
Donate” link, and follow 
the prompts).

“We are doing this 
on a volunteer basis,” 
said Nustad, adding that 
Mark Potvin and Eric 
Hoplin — two of Lar-
son’s former students 
— are heading up the 

planning for the two-
day event.

They are primarily 
promoting it through 
social media, she added, 
though they are also 
using the local news 
media — radio and 
newspaper — to get the 
word out.

Those who are on 
Facebook and would like 
to participate in the fes-
tivities can search for 
Kathy Larson Retire-
ment Celebration and 
click to join. Those 
who do not use social 
media can contact Nus-
tad via email at celebra-
tionkathy@gmail.com.

LARSON
From Page A1



90’s country!” and the 
band proceeded to roll 
out some hits from that 
era including David Lee 
Murphy’s “Dust on the 
Bottle,” Keith Urban’s 
“Somebody Like You,” 
Georgia Satellites’ 
“Keep Your Hands to 
Yourself” and Sawyer 
Brown’s “Some Girls 
Do.”

The band also 
played George Strait’s 
“Troubadour,” though 
Schroeder noted that 
they’d resisted doing 
so for a long time, for 
obvious reasons.

Eddie Montgomery 
took the stage right 
around 9:30, starting 
out strong with some of 

Montgomery Gentry’s 
biggest hits, “Where I 
Come From,” “Lonely 
and Gone,” and “Lucky 
Man.”

He also made 
reference to the loss of 
his former Montgomery 
Gentry bandmate, 
Troy Gentry, stating, 
“There’s not a day goes 
by that I don’t miss 
T-Roy.”

As he started another 
big hit, “Something 
to be Proud Of,” he 
shouted, “We the people 
don’t give it up for our 
great American heroes 
enough!” drawing a 
huge ovation from the 
crowd.
Send your story tips to Michael at: 
machterling@dlnewspapers.com

“Lucky for me, a lot 
of other people like the 
same stuff,” he said.

The lead guitar player 
is also currently battling 
cancer, he said, which 
has given him a new 
appreciation for life and 
his music.

“Every day that I 
wake up and everything 
works, I value it all,” 
said Happy.

Hairball’s opening 
act, The Fabulous 
Armadillos, also 
delivered hits from 
the 1960s and 1970s, 
which, when combined 
with Hairball’s catalog, 
covered music from 
more than four decades.

Fabulous Armadillos 
saxophone player, 
Mike Kreitzer, and his 
band mate, Pat Thorn, 
are also professional 
musicians who gig with 
their own group: The 
Affordable Horns, of St. 
Cloud.

Kreitzer said, through 
playing with The 
Fabulous Armadillos, 
this wasn’t his first 
beach-side concert.

“We took a couple 
trips to Mexico and 
took a bunch of fans, 
a couple hundred 
fans, and we played 
on a couple beaches 
in Mexico, so that 
was pretty cool,” said 
Krietzer.

He also begrudgingly 

admitted, with a 
chuckle, that while 
playing the Detroit 
Lakes beach was alright, 
“it’s not like being in 
Mexico.”

As far as his band 
mates, Kreitzer said, 
“We’re always amazed, 
as horn players, we 
never get tired of 
hearing these guys 
play, especially the 
guitar player. He has 
this thing for not only 
getting the right notes 
off the record, but the 
tone, and a lot of guitar 
players don’t do that, 
but he’s just excellent.”

Kreitzer also said he 
and his wife will always 
have very fond and 
special memories of 
Detroit Lakes because 
they were married 
in the city on July 5, 
1980 and are currently 
celebrating 42 years 
together.

He added that Friday 
night’s concert was 
literally the hottest 
gig they have played 
all summer and was 
grateful the group 
didn’t have a need for 
horns on every song, 
so he could get into the 
shade.

“The other guys 
up there are dying,” 
Kreitzer said, 
figuratively speaking. 
“But it’s still really 
fun to do the outdoor 
(concerts), especially 
after COVID.”

Check out all of 
the video and photos 
from the first night of 

Bash on the Beach at 
DL-Online.

Saturday was  
down-home country

Rain almost played 
a role in Saturday 
night’s country-themed 
Bash on the Beach 
concert, featuring 
Eddie Montgomery and 
Troubadour, but “as 
soon as it hit 3 o’clock, 
(the rains) went away 
and the weather was 
perfect,” said Water 
Carnival Co-Admiral 
Andrew Lessin.

Attendance at 

Saturday night’s 
country-themed Bash 
on the Beach concert 
was not nearly as 
well attended, but 
Co-Admiral Kasey 
Fetzer noted that the 
rains which threatened 
the event earlier 
in the afternoon 
undoubtedly contributed 
to the overall drop in 
attendance, estimating 
it at between 800-1,000.

Openers Troubadour 
put on an entertaining 
set, as their lead singer, 
Rick Schroeder, proudly 
proclaimed “We love 
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The Share! High 
School exchange 
program is seeking 
2-3 families to host 
an exchange student 
for the 2022-23 
school year.  

Single families, with 
or without kids or 
empty nesters qualify 
to host.  

Students come with their own spending 
money that pays for school lunches, sports, 
clothing, cellphone, airline tickets and are 
fully insured.  You provide them with food in 
the home, a bed and loving environment!

Please contact us today for more details
and to look over student profiles

763-497-0527
Or visit our website at www.erdtshare.org218-844-6820 • 25807 Cty Hwy 22 • Detroit Lakes

Every Tuesday is home cooked  
Blue Plate lunch special

HAPPY HOUR 4-6PM MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

MEXICAN MENU  
EVERY WEDNESDAY WITH  
CHICKEN TORTILLA SOUP

BLOODY MARY BAR 
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 

11AM TO 3PM.

218.847.1946
30614 Sunset Rd. 

Detroit Lakes

She added the reason 
she likes dogs so much is 
because they are “fluffy” 
and “furry.”

Brink Baker, 5, the 
junior Northwest Water 
Carnival prince for 2022, 
said he liked watching all 
the puppies play. He also 
said his favorite dog was 
Milo, but he might have 
a biased opinion because 
Milo is his family’s dog.

When asked what he 
likes about dogs, Baker 
said, “They cuddle.”

He added that when he 
gets older he wants to 
have two puppies to play 
with.
Send your story tips to Michael at: 
machterling@dlnewspapers.com

Rain almost played a 
part in Saturday night’s 
country-themed Bash on 
the Beach concert, fea-
turing Eddie Montgomery 
and Troubadour, but “as 
soon as it hit 3 o’clock, 
(the rains) went away and 
the weather was perfect,” 
Lessin said.

He also noted that atten-
dance was very good for 
most of the water carnival 
events this year — partic-
ularly Hairball’s Bash on 
the Beach concert Friday 
night, which was sold out.

“We sold all of our tick-
ets, and we were still let-
ting people in,” Fetzer 
said, adding that the esti-
mated attendance was 
about 4,500. “We even-
tually had to turn some 
people away.”

Attendance at Saturday 

night’s country-themed 
Bash on the Beach con-
cert was not nearly as 
well attended, but Fetzer 
noted that the rains which 
threatened the event 
earlier in the afternoon 
undoubtedly contribut-
ed to the overall drop in 
attendance, estimating it 
at between 800-1,000.

The performance by Bald 
Eagle Water Ski Shows 
that closed out the 2022 
water carnival also drew a 
large crowd, Fetzer added.

The show, which is 
based in Centerville, 
Minn., has been in oper-
ation since 1950, and their 
skiers have been coming 
to the Northwest Carnival 
for more than 30 years 
now, according to the 
show’s emcee.

The show, which lasted 
about an hour and a half, 
included lots of barefoot 
skiers, ramp jumps, water 
ski ballet, and other enter-
taining stunts and tricks.

ROCKIN
From Page A1

PETS
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CROWDS
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Michael Achterling / Detroit Lakes Tribune
A costumed dog and its owner marches down the street with candy during the 
Pet and Doll Parade on Washington Avenue in Detroit Lakes, as part of the 86th 
Northwest Water Carnival on July 16, 2022.

Michael Achterling / Detroit Lakes Tribune
An event attendee, dressed as Slash, lead guitarist for Guns N’ Roses, laughs among the crowd during Bash 
on the Beach in Detroit Lakes, part of the 10-day, 86th Northwest Water Carnival on July 15.

Vicki Gerdes / Detroit Lakes Tribune
Huge crowds lined both sides of Detroit Lakes’ Washington Avenue as the Parade of the Northwest got 
underway on Sunday, July 17. With a total of 130 units, the parade lived up to its reputation as one of the 
largest in Minnesota, closing out the 86th Northwest Water Carnival on a high note.

Check us out!

dl-online
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Vicki Gerdes / Detroit Lakes Tribune
The Stars and Strips were waving in the breeze as the Lake Region Veterans 
Color Guard marched at the front of the Parade of the Northwest in Detroit Lakes 
on Sunday. A total of 130 units were included in this year’s parade, which lasted 
a little over two hours.

Michael Achterling / Detroit Lakes Tribune
A dog rolls over during the Pet Show in City Park in Detroit Lakes, part of the 86th 
Northwest Water Carnival on Saturday.

Michael Achterling / Detroit Lakes Tribune
An event attendee, dressed as Slash, lead guitarist for Guns N’ Roses, laughs 
among the crowd during Bash on the Beach in Detroit Lakes, part of the 10-day 
86th Northwest Water Carnival, on Friday.

Contributed / Heidi Ratajesak
Hairball performs as KISS — complete with pyrotechnics — at Bash on the Beach 
in Detroit Lakes, as part of the 86th Northwest Water Carnival on Friday.

Vicki Gerdes / Detroit Lakes Tribune
The three-tiered pyramid formed by members of Bald Eagle Water Ski Shows at
the close of their Sunday afternoon show on Little Detroit Lake drew gasps from 

Water Carnival, which wrapped up its 86th annual run on Sunday.

Michael Achterling / Detroit Lakes Tribune
A girl waves to the crowd during the Pet and Doll Parade on Washington Avenue 
in Detroit Lakes, as part of the 86th Northwest Water Carnival on Saturday.

Michael Achterling / Detroit Lakes Tribune
Hairball performs at Bash on the Beach in Detroit Lakes, as part of the 86th 
Northwest Water Carnival on Friday.

Michael Achterling / Detroit Lakes Tribune
A dog receives positive scratches from its owner after receiving an award during 
the Pet Show in City Park in Detroit Lakes, part of the 86th Northwest Water
Carnival, on Saturday.

WWW.JOBSHQ.COMSEARCH THOUSANDS OF LOCAL JOBS
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By Jared Rubado
Detroit Lakes Tribune

Detroit Lakes

The Detroit Lakes Legion 
baseball team is taking 
the momentum of a four-

game win streak into the 
playoffs after sweeping its 
Water Carnival slate.

Post 15 knocked off 
Eastview 6-2 behind a solid 
pitching performance from 
Cade Jackson. He earned the 
win by allowing just one 
earned run on eight hits 
with three strikeouts over six 
innings.

Jackson’s start allowed 
Detroit Lakes’ early offensive 
push to carry the load. After 
Eastview picked up a run in 
the top of the first, Jeffrey 
Moen gave Post 15 its first 
lead of the game with a two-
RBI single with two outs in 
the bottom of the second.

Jacob Thomas made it 
3-1 when he scorched an 
RBI double, bringing home 
Bradly Swiers in the bottom 
of the third. Hunter Korth 
added another run in the next 
at-bat with a fielder’s choice.

Weirs tacked on an 
insurance run in the bottom 
of the fifth inning with an 
RBI single. It was more than 
enough cushion for Jordan 
Tucker to close the door in 
the seventh inning.

Post 15 went 3-0 on the 
weekend with wins over 
Hermantown, West St. Paul 
and Eastview. Thursday 
night’s game against 
Mayport, ND, was rained out.

Detroit Lakes will head to 
Moorhead on Wednesday 
for the first round of the 
Sub-State 14 Legion playoff 
tournament. Waiting is 

Highway 10 rival Perham.
Post 15 earned the No. 

4 seed in a loaded eight-
team, double-elimination 
tournament. Detroit Lakes 
is 16-11 on the summer, 
including 6-6 in Sub-Stat 14 
play.

“We had that stretch 
against Moorhead and 
Bemidji a while ago. We 

were just dead,” Thomas 
said after Friday’s win over 
West St. Paul. “There was no 
jump. After the first inning, 
we packed it up and went 
away in those games. We just 
wanted to get away from that. 
I think you look at a team like 
West St. Paul, a good team, 
and it’s important to stay 
positive and confident the 

whole way.”
Post 15 found a new 

focus after its doubleheader 
against Alexandria on July 12. 
Following a 13-0 game-one 
loss, Detroit Lakes walked off 
second-seeded Alexandria 
to start its four-game win 
streak.

“We lost that heartbreaker 
to them in the first round of 

the (high school) playoffs,” 
Grady Kirchner said of 
Alexandria. “We wanted 
redemption ever since. Their 
ace got to us in the first 
game, but we dialed it in for 
the second game. We just told 
ourselves the games before it 
didn’t matter.”

Moorhead earned the top 
seed in the field and will take 
on eighth-seeded Brainerd in 
the first round. Third-seeded 
Bemidji goes head-to-head 
with sixth-seeded East Grand 
Forks, While Alexandria takes 
on seventh-seeded Fergus 
Falls.

All first-round games will 
be played on Wednesday, 
followed by second-
round games on Thursday. 
Moorhead will host all five 
days of the tournament from 
July 20-24 at Matson Field.

Detroit Lakes knocked off 
Perham in a July 6 game by a 
score of 7-3. The two teams 
did not play against each 
other during the high school 
season. They will play at 4 
p.m. on Wednesday.

“We got third last year,” 
Thomas said. “We know what 
to expect with the Perhams 
and the Bemidjis. We put up 
a good fight, and we’re pretty 
much bringing the same crew 
back there. We’re looking 
forward to it. All of the teams 
are so good, and there are 
some exciting rivalries.”

EASTVIEW 100 001 0 – 2 - 9 - 0
DETROIT LAKES 022 011 X – 6 - 9 - 2
POST 15 PITCHING- Cade Jackson (WP) 6IP, 8H,

1BB
POST 15 HITTING- Grady Kirchner 1-3, K; Brad-

ly Swiers 2-3, R, RBI; Jordan Tucker 1-3, R; Jacob 

Brock Swiers R

Contact Jared Rubado: jrubado@
dlnewspapers.com; Twitter: @DLtribSports
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Jared Rubado / Detroit Lakes Tribune

Streaking into the playoffs
Post 15 wins fourth straight heading into Sub-State 14 postseason

By Jared Rubado
Detroit Lakes Tribune

DETROIT LAKES – 
When opposing teams 
start jawing, Post 15 
prefers its bats do the 
talking.

In Friday’s final wood 
bat Water Carnival game, 
West St. Paul (WSP) was 
quick to boast about its 
one-run lead in the top 
of the first inning. Detroit 
Lakes responded with a 
four-run frame on its 
way to a 13-3 mercy-rule 
win in six innings.

Post 15 scored 21 runs 
in 12 innings in two Fri-
day games. Before cruis-
ing past WSP, Detroit 
Lakes knocked off Her-
mantown 8-1.

“We were slow a cou-
ple of weeks ago after 
our Omaha tournament,” 
Detroit Lakes’ Grady 
Kirchner said. “We picked 
up a big win against 
Alexandria. That’s a team 
that took third at state. 
Tonight, we were just 
on. We started slow, but 
we let our bats do the 
talking. (West St. Paul) 
was chirping at us from 
the start, but we let our 
offense talk for us.”

After WSP scored on a 
sacrifice fly in the top 
of the first, Jacob Thom-
as tied the game on a 
bases-loaded fielder’s 
choice. Jordan Tuck-
er beat out a throw to 
second base while Brock 
Swiers, Kirchner’s cour-
tesy runner, scored from 
third.

Noah Reiber brought 
home two more runs 
with a bunt single. Noah 
Besser scored from third, 
while Tucker came in 
from second. Thomas 
crossed home on a two-
out passed ball before the 
inning ended.

WSP got two runs back 
in the top of the fourth 

on a passed ball and 
infield single. In the bot-
tom of the fourth, Mason 
Omberg stole second and 
third before scoring on a 
wild pitch. Detroit Lakes 
created scoring opportu-
nities in both games with 
their aggressiveness on 
the base paths.

“If we can take anoth-
er bag, we will,” Kirch-
ner said. “You look at a 
kid like Hunter (Korth), 
who’s a big kid and not 
very fast, but he’s smart. 
Smarts are better than 
talent sometimes. You 
have to be smart, and it 

helps to be quick.”
Korth would regain the 

three-run lead in the bot-
tom of the fifth inning on 
a passed ball. He broke for 
the plate in an attempted 
squeeze-bunt play before 
seeing the ball sail past 
the WSP catcher.

Detroit Lakes got to 
opposing pitchers for 
big innings late in both 
games. Post 15 stepped 
up to the plate 11 times 
in the bottom of the sixth 
inning before Kirchner 
sent the fans home happy 
with a walk-off, two-
run single. Detroit Lakes 

reached safely in its first 
seven plate appearances 
in the inning.

“We expected to see 
lots of good pitching this 
weekend, and we did,” 
Thomas said. “The wood 
bats came alive. We hit 
balls hard. There wasn’t 
much difference in the 
offense tonight compared 
to when we used alumi-
num bats.”

Kirchner was 4-for-
5 with a double, while 
Korth went 3-for-4 with 
two runs scored and an 
RBI. Thomas and Rieber 
also had multi-hit games.

Post 15 recorded only 
one extra-base hit in its 
10-run win over WSP. Its 
ability to manufacture 
runs out of seemingly 
nowhere led two a pair of 
convincing wins.

“Our attitude is always 
positive, and we find 
ways to win,” Thomas 

said. “We have a guy like
Jordan Tucker who hits 
the ball over the fence 
once every 20 at-bats. We 
also have a bunch of guys
with speed that lay down 
bunts. We just find ways 
to put up runs.”

Post 15 kicks off home tournament with convincing wins

Photos by Jared Rubado / Detroit Lakes Tribune

Detroit Lakes’ Noah Rieber looks a runner back to 
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Detroit Lakes led in 
all seven innings in its 
first game of the after-
noon against Herman-
town. Tucker reached 
second on a two-out 
double in the bottom of 
the first inning before 
Thomas matched with a 
run-scoring two-bagger. 
Omberg gave Post 15 a 
2-0 lead with aggressive 
running again, scoring 
on an overthrow after 
stealing third base.

Hunter Korth made it 
3-0 in the fourth with a 
sacrifice fly before Her-
mantown got a run back. 
In the fifth. Detroit Lakes 
exploded for five runs in 
the bottom of the sixth 
behind a bases-clearing 
triple from Tucker.

Tucker’s bat was hot 
in both games. Before 
going 1-for-3 with two 
runs scored, an RBI and a 

walk against WSP, Tuck-
er went 3-for-4 with a 
double and two triples 
against Hermantown.

Tucker is hitting .494 
in the summer with a 
1.552 OPS. He has 27 
extra-base hits, with 
seven of them being tri-
ples and five of them 
home runs.

Even though he puts 
up staggering offen-
sive numbers, Tucker’s 
teammates rave about 
his defense in center 
field.

“If there’s a ball that 
goes up anywhere near 
centerfield, he’s going to 
catch it,” Thomas. “You 
can put one at the 338 
sign out there and start 
walking into the dugout. 
You don’t have to watch 
him because you know 
he will make that play 
for you. The confidence 
we have in him is unre-
al.”

“I’m not trying to 
brag, but I think we have 
the best center fielder 

in our area,” Kirchner 
said. “We have a lot of 
guys who are multi-tool 
players out there. But 
Jordan is just different. 
He gets to everything. 
I wouldn’t take another 
defense other than ours 
any day.”

Post 15 adjusted to the 
wood bats better than 
its opponents. Because 
the ball comes off the 
bat slower, it changes 
how Detroit Lakes plays 
defensively.

“When we’re in the 
infield, you expect the 
ball to come at you 90 
miles per hour off the 
bat,” Thomas said. “In 
these wood bat tourna-
ments, you have to play 
further up. We had a lot 
of infield singles today. 
The ball doesn’t carry 
nearly as much in the 
outfield either.”

Thomas and Kirch-
ner were selected to the 
2022 Minnesota Legion 
Prospects List. They will 
travel to Bloomington 

for the Prospect Series 
Tournament on Aug. 6. 
Coaches from around the 
state nominated 2023-
24 graduates to be one 
of the 60 players chosen 
from around the state.

“It’s an honor,” 
Thomas said. “I haven’t 
really been on any other 
team than a Laker base-
ball team. It’ll be really 
interesting to go down 
there and meet some 
new guys. Going with 
another DL guy makes it 
fun too.”

Kirchner is eyeing 
a baseball career after 
high school. He sees this 
showcase as a chance to 
end up on somebody’s 
radar as a unique catcher 
who hits leadoff with a 
ton of speed.

“I want to play base-
ball after high school, 
so I’m looking for any 
offers,” Kirchner said. 
“I’m going down there 
to play my best and show 
people what I can do. 
It’s a chance to get my 

name out there… Being 
speedy helps for stuff 
like defense and backing 
up throws. You have to 
do whatever you can do 
to help your team win, 
and that means using 
the tools you have.”

HERMANTOWN 000 010 0 – 1 - 4 - 5
DETROIT LAKES 110 105 X – 8 - 6 - 2
POST 15 PITCHING- Noah Rieber (WP) 

7IP, 4H, 1R, 1ER, 4K, 4BB
POST 15 HITTING- Grady Kirchner 1-2, 

RBI, 2BB, K; Bradly Swiers 0-3, RBI; Jor-
dan Tucker 3-4, R, 2RBI, 2 2B, 3B; Jacob 
Thomas 1-4, 2B, RBI, 2B; Hunter Korth 
1-2, 2R, BB, 2B: Noah Rieber 0-3, K; Ma-
son Omberg 0-1, 2R, BB; Joshua Good-

Brock Swiers R
WEST. ST. PAUL 100 200 X – 3 - 3 - 3
DETROIT LAKES 400 117 X – 13 - 15 - 1
POST 15 PITCHING- Bradly Swiers (WP)

3IP, 1H, 1R, 0ER, 2K, 5BB; Jordan Tucker 
3IP, 2H, 2R, 0ER, 4K, 2BB

POST 15 HITTING- Grady Kirchner 4-5 
RBI, 2B; Bradly Swiers 0-2, R, 2BB; Jordan 
Tucker 1-3, 2R, 2RBI, BB; Jordan Tucker 
1-3, 2R, 2RBI, BB; Jacob Thomas 2-4, 2R, 
2RBI; Hunter Korth 3-4, 2R, RBI, K; Noah 
Rieber 2-4, R, 3RBI; Mason Omberg 1-3, 
R, BB; Joshua Goodspeed 0-2, 2K; Brock 

Contact Jared Rubado: jrubado@

dlnewspapers.com; Twitter: @

DLtribSports

By Michael Achterling
Detroit Lakes Tribune

The initials were B.P., 
and the first clue sug-
gested the item was 
normally associated with 
one gender.

“Big poop!” exclaimed 
Marney Gellner, scream-
ing her answer into the 
microphone and cut-
ting right through the 
hundreds of silent event 
attendees watching at 
The Pavilion in Detroit 
Lakes. The room erupted 
into laughter and smiles.

Even though her 
answer wasn’t correct, 
the actual answer (bach-
elorette party) didn’t 
matter to the live lis-
teners who showed up to 
watch the KFAN Power 
Trip morning radio show 
broadcast live as part of 
the Kegs and Eggs event 
during the 86th North-
west Water Carnival on 
Friday, July 15.

“(On-site broadcasts) 
are different, but it’s a 
lot of fun and I think 
(the crowd) also helps 
because we sit in the 
studio, we talk to each 
other, we make each 
other laugh, and you 
kind of aren’t ever sure, 
even if you see the rat-

ings, how many people 
are listening,” said Chris 
Hawkey, a KFAN Power 
Trip host. “Then you 
come to Detroit Lakes, 
and it’s a giant group 
of people and it really 
makes you feel.”

The famed Initials 
Game has become a 
staple of the group’s 
radio broadcast, which 
also includes up to four 
“majors” every year for 
a chance to win a cham-
pionship belt and jacket 
for the on-air person-
alities.

Hawkey won his first 
Initials major in Detroit 
Lakes during this year’s 
on-air competition, 
which, he said, makes 
this entire weekend all 
the more special.

“It also means you can 
make fun of everybody 
else, which is the main 
part,” said Hawkey. 
“Winning it is a big 
deal. The belt, the jacket, 
and beating AJ when he 
comes back is a big deal, 
so it’s unbelievable ... 
and seriously, in front of 

a great crowd like that, 
I feed off of people like 
that and it’s great, it’s a 
fun day.”

Hawkey is also a 
member of The Fabulous 
Armadillos, the opening 
band for Friday night’s 
Bash on the Beach head-
liner: Hairball. Hawkey 
said he would’ve come 
up to Detroit Lakes to 
see Hairball even if he 
wasn’t playing because 
they are so entertaining 
and talented.

Cory Cove, another 
KFAN Power Trip host, 
said he thinks their event 
in Detroit Lakes keeps 

getting bigger every year, 
and was also grateful for 
their behind-the-scenes 
staff because it takes a 
lot of work to take their 
broadcast on the road.

“As you can see, 
it’s a pain in the ass 
to put it together and 
tear it apart, but it’s 
always been super easy, 
because we have first-
rate behind-the-scenes 
staff,” said Cove.

He also said hosting 
a morning radio show 
is a one-of-a-kind job 
because you get paid 
to have fun with your 
friends.

“I love getting paid to, 
basically, come to work, 
rip my friends and then 
go home,” said Cove. 
“Ultimately, that’s what 
it is, right? We all just 
get to make fun of each 
other, and have fun and 
go home. So, it’s just a
super fun gig.”

The event was host-
ed, like all other water 
carnival events, by the
Detroit Lakes Jaycees.
Andrew Lessin, co-ad-
miral for the 10-day
event, said the turn-
out was more than they 
could’ve hoped for and it 
was great to see every-
one come together for
beer and food in the ear-
ly-morning hours. He
also praised all the vol-
unteers who have helped
out over the last week.

“It’s an absolute group
of all-stars,” said Les-
sin. “Everybody has jobs 
during the day and then 
they come out and help
out at night, we do show 
up and we put on all 
of our events without 
a hiccup, usually, and
everything goes pret-
ty smoothly. It’s a good
group.”
Send your story tips to Michael at: 
machterling@dlnewspapers.com
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AMATEUR BASEBALL

KEGS AND EGGS

Photos by Michael Achterling / Detroit Lakes Tribune
Members of the KFAN Power Trip morning show 
smile for a group photograph following their live 
radio broadcast from Detroit Lakes during the Kegs 
and Eggs event, part of the 86th Northwest Water 
Carnival, on July 15.

Chris Hawkey, a KFAN Power Trip morning show host, 
speaks live on-air while walking around The Pavilion 
during the Northwest Water Carnival’s Kegs and Eggs 
event in Detroit Lakes on July 15.

By Michael Achterling
Detroit Lakes Tribune

DETROIT LAKES — 
In a back-and-forth 
extra-innings contest 
that included five lead 
changes, the Detroit 
Lakes Baseball Club plat-
ed nine runs in the top of 
the 11th inning to defeat 
the Erskine Comets 17-9 
on Sunday.

Player-coach Bran-
don Johnson threw 197 
pitches, 141 for strikes, 
in the complete-game 
win. He Gave up four 
earned runs on 16 hits 
with 13 strikeouts.

Johnson said he was 
just trying to be effective. 
The reason he stayed 
out there so long was 
because he wasn’t giving 
up solid contact to the 
Erskine hitters and he 
wasn’t walking batters. 
Johnson gave up two 
walks and hit two batters 
over his 11-innings.

“I feel fine,” he said. 
“Pitching is a repeatable 
motion and, when you 
do it regularly, it’s not 
something that neces-
sarily has to be labor-in-
dusive. I’m not out here 
trying to throw 90 miles-
per-hour anymore. I’m 
just being comfortable, 
so it’s not an extra strain 
on my arm and as far as 
the numbers goes. It’s a 
number. My arm will be 
fine tomorrow.”

Johnson also said, after 
playing nine innings, 
players are tired and can 

get complacent in the 
extra frames.

“A lot of times in 
baseball, when you play 
a team like Erskine that 
battles back like they 
did (Saturday) when 
they beat Hawley with a 
walk-off, or when they 
battle back like they did 
against us today, you 
see teams get defeated 
and deflated and give up 
wins, and we just didn’t 
do that. That was one of 
my biggest takeaways,” 
said Johnson.

Major League Base-
ball didn’t start keep-
ing official game pitch 
count statistics until 
1988, according to MLB.
com. The current record 
holder for pitches in a 
game belongs to for-
mer-knuckleball hurl-
er, Tim Wakefield, who 
threw 172 pitches for the 
Pittsburgh Pirates in a 
10-inning game against 
the Atlanta Braves on 
April 27, 1993. In sec-
ond place, former-Di-
amondbacks pitcher 
Edwin Jackson threw a 
149-pitch no-hitter on 
June 25, 2010. In one 
of the larger, unofficial 
totals, Nolan Ryan, while 
pitching for the Califor-
nia Angels on June 14, 
1974, reportedly tossed 
253 pitches while strik-
ing out 19 members of 
the Boston Red Sox over 
13-innings in an Angel’s 
4-3, 15-inning victory.

The Club jumped out 

to an early two-run first 
inning lead on a line-
drive RBI single to right 
field from Blaine Hen-
derson, who finished the 
game 4-for-4 with four 
runs scored, one RBI and 
three walks. The Com-
ets came back, scoring in 
four of the game’s first 
five innings to take a 
6-4 lead going into the 
seventh inning.

An RBI-double from 
Detroit Lakes’ Justin 
Hoskins drove in Tris-
ten Wimmer before an 
RBI-single by Zack Ois-
tad, tied the game at 6-6.

The Club’s Tom Trued-
son pinch-hit to lead-

off the eighth inning. He 
launched a towering solo 
home run to left-cen-
terfield on an 0-2 count 
to give the club a one-
run lead. The Club added 
another run in the ninth 
after Henderson bunted 
for a hit, stole second 
base, advanced to third 
base on a passed ball and 
eventually scored on a 
Truedson RBI-single.

Truedson said, after 
going down 0-2 in the 
count before his home 
run, he was just looking 
to make solid contact.

“I was way out in front, 
I had a check swing, and 
then I was just looking 

to put something hard 
in play,” he said. “And it 
obviously helps that the 
wind is blowing out.”

The Club led 8-6 going 
into the bottom of the 
ninth. But, the Comets 
fought back again.

Erskine tied the game 
with a bases-loaded 
error and hit-batter in 
the bottom of the ninth

Following a scoreless 
tenth inning, Detroit 
Lakes erupted for nine 
runs in the top of the 
11th. Wimmer highlight-
ed the big inning with 
a three-run blast. The 
Comets managed a sin-
gle run in the bottom of 

the eleventh, leading to
The Club’s third win of
the summer.

Following the game,
Truedson, who finished 
the game 3-for-3 with 
two runs-scored and 
three RBIs, said coming 
into a game off the bench 
can be difficult, but those 
players are expected to
produce just like anyone 
else.

“Everybody’s got to
be ready,” said Trued-
son. “If we make some
changes, then we expect 
you to come in off the 
bench and make plays.”

Johnson said Trued-
son, as assistant man-
ager, keeps things orga-
nized on the bench and is 
a huge help with mana-
gerial duties while he’s 
pitching.

“But his bat, as a 
player, has been huge,” 
Johnson said. “And for 
a guy who wasn’t really
looking to play a lot of
innings this year, he’s 
hitting very well ... and 
he has, like many guys, 
earned his way to need-
ing to hit. Now, where do 
we put him, we’ll figure 
that out.”

The Detroit Lakes 
Baseball Club’s next 
game will be on July 22 
at Washington Ballpark
in Detroit Lakes against 
the Midway Snurdbirds. 
First pitch is scheduled 
for 7:30 p.m.
Send your story tips to Michael at: 
machterling@dlnewspapers.com

Michael Achterling / Detroit Lakes Tribune

crosses home plate following his three-run home run in the 11th inning during The 
Club’s 17-9 win over the Erskine Comets on July 17

Hundreds watch KFAN Radio Morning Show at Pavilion

DL Baseball Club wins 11-inning thriller

BASEBALL
From Page B1
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HERE’S HOW IT WORKS:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down 
into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 

the numbers 
will appear 

provided in 
the boxes. The 
more numbers 

easier it gets 
to solve the 
puzzle!

SUDOKU CROSSWORD

ACROSS
 1. Eurasian shrubs
 7. Strikes and rebounds
13. Group of advisers
14. Modern necessity
16. Top lawyer in the land
17. Philadelphia university
19. Of I
20. Functions as a laser
22. Basketball phenomenon 

Jeremy
23. Famed island
25. Parent-teacher groups
26. Distributes
28. Self-immolation by 

fire ritual
29. Ad __
30. Circulation problem 

(abbr.)
31. Brother or sister
33. A famous  Squad 
34. Stage actor Anthony
36. Violent seizure of 

property
38. Saclike cavities
40. Sound units
41. Counts on
43. Dad
44. Woman (French)
45. A digital tape recording 

of sound
47. Polish Baltic peninsula
48. Recipe measurement
51. Requests out of dire 

need
53. Precious stone weight 

unit
55. The immaterial part of 

a person
56. Anoint
58. Golf score
59. Supernatural
60. Northwest Territories
61. Can be made suitable
64. A professor s helper
65. Having a toothlike edge
67. Got atop a horse
69. Judged

70. Static balance between 
opposing forces

DOWN
 1. Flowing
 2. Computer department
 3. Lasts
 4. DiFranco and 

Samsonyan are two
 5. __ de sac
 6. Merchant
 7. Hosts film festival
 8. State of agitation of fuss
 9. A way to praise
10. Opaque gems
11. McKinley is one
12. Smallest interval in 

classical Western 
music

13. Famed designer Lauren
15. Occupies
18. Small island (British)
21. Misuse of the sacred
24. Covers with a thin sheet
26. Most valuable player
27. Title of respect

30. Investigated discreetly
32. Belonging to the bottom 

layer
35. Black tropical American 

cuckoo
37. Music genre
38. Indicates one is in 

mourning
39. Secured forever
42. Bodily cavity
43. A dog is one
46. Chose to do something
47. Annoy persistently
49. Large hotel rooms
50. Beg
52. Docket
54. Subway dwelling rodent
55. Sources
57. Mild Dutch cheese
59. Spanish city
62. Consumed
63. Ballplayer s tool
66. Midway between north 

and east
68. Atomic #3

PUZZLE SOLUTION

DIGITAL CONTENT 
PRODUCER

The Rochester Post Bulletin is hiring a Digital 
Content Producer to help drive audience growth and 
engagement through daily content creation and/ or 
production to digital publishing platforms, including 
website and social media management.

RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE:
• Create and/ or aggregate daily digital content - short stories, 

videos, photos, etc.
• Edit/ rewrite content and headlines to appeal to digital 

audiences.
• Work with local and regional newsroom teams and the FCC 

content network on projects and initiatives to grow online 
audience and loyalty.

QUALIFICATIONS INCLUDE:
• Excellent communications skills and knowledge of and 

interest in digital and social media platforms. A journalism 
or related college degree is required.

• Writing, video and photo editing knowledge preferred.
• Strong command of grammar and punctuation.

For more details and to apply go to:
www.forumcomm.com/careers

EOE

GENERAL  
ASSIGNMENT REPORTER

The Dickinson Press is seeking a full-time versatile 
and energetic general assignment reporter to cover 
news and features in southwest North Dakota. 
The perfect candidate will act as a watchdog and 
develop local news through tips, sources and 
direct assignments.

RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE:
• Research and report on assigned topics and issues.
• Determine story focus and write/ produce stories 

according to editorial style and format standards for all 
relevant publishing platforms.

• Drive audience loyalty and digital growth through 
engaging and timely content.

EDUCATION AND EXPERIENCE:
• Writing experience for a newspaper, website, magazine or 

specialty publication is required.
• Experience using digital analytics and social media tools 

is preferred.
• Basic knowledge of video and photo editing is preferred.
• Journalism or communications degree is helpful, though 

equivalent experience will be considered.

For more details and to apply go to:
www.forumcomm.com/careers

EOE

HELP WANTED 
GENERAL

CUSTOMER SUCCESS 
REPRESENTATIVE

Our Customer Support team is adding a full-time 
remote Customer Success Representative to provide 
exceptional assistance to members regarding service 
inquiries and billing of memberships for our FCC 
sites and papers.

RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE:
• Provide daily support to members who need assistance 

with their online membership.
• Gather customer’s information and determine the issue by 

evaluating and analyzing the issue.
• Keep accurate records of subscriber’s service by utilizing 

software systems. 
• Accurately input customer payments and other 

information such as vacation stops, change of address, 
digital and print subscription starts.

EDUCATION AND EXPERIENCE:
To excel in this role, technical experience is preferred, 
in addition to the ability to proficiently enter data, 
communicate effectively and multi task. 

Application deadline is 08/01/2022.

For more details and to apply go to:
www.forumcomm.com/careers

EOE

HELP WANTED 
GENERAL

 
NOW HIRING IN  
DETROIT LAKES! 
$2000 SIGN ON 

BONUS!  
$18 - $30 Hour  

 
Full-Time  

Long-Term  
Flexible Schedules  

 
• Warehouse Workers 
• CDL Drivers  
• Production Workers 
• Assemblers 
• Welders  
 
Great Opportunities with 

Health Benefits 
ALL SHIFTS AVAILABLE  

 
Call Zack 218-779-2361 

to Apply!

PUBLIC 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

PUBLIC 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

PUBLIC 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

PUBLIC 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Philip, SD, is hiring a News Reporter/
Editor. Thrive in the relaxed atmosphere
of Western South Dakota. $1,000 mov-
ing bonus available. To inquire, call
605/859-2516 or send cover letter and
resume to: don@pioneer-review.com
and beau@pioneer-review.com

Running or not. Titled or not. Cash
in exchange. Sell now while prices
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

Earn $3,000-$5,000 every year. #1
Hunting lease company in America.
Upfront payments from hunters.
Base Camp Leasing 888/871-1982

$64.99 for 190 Channels! Blazing fast
internet, $19.99/mo. (where avail-
able.) Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa
gift card. FREE voice remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

NorthAmerica’s #1Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line
installation and service. Now featuring
our FREE shower package and $1600 off
for a limited time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step 855/440-8982

truck or boat to Heritage For The
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

Carries the most local MLB Games!
CHOICE Package, $89.99/mo. for
12 months. Stream on 20 devices in your
home at once. HBO Max included for
3 mos. (w/CHOICE Package or higher.)
No annual contract, no hidden fees! Some
restrictions apply. Call IVS 855/803-9309

a solar plus battery storage system.
Save money, reduce your reliance on
the grid, prepare for power outages
and power your home. Full installation
services available. $0 Down financ-
ing option. Request a free, no obliga-
tion quote today. Call 888/913-5895

HELP WANTED 
TRANSPORTATION 
AND LOGISTICS

TRUCK DRIVER 
 
Class A or B CDL Driver 
for Full Time Farm Milk 
pick up within 60 mile 
radius of Perham. 
Tanker endorsement 

required.  
 

Competitive starting 
wages. Rotating 

Schedule. 
Excellent benefits 

package for full time 
plus On-the-job training 

provided. 
 

Apply in person at 
Lakes Area  
Cooperative 

457 3rd Ave. SE  in 
Perham or call Luke 
at 218-346-1682 or 

online at: 
lakesareacoop.com/ 
forms/employment

.com

HELP WANTED 
RESTAURANT AND 
FOOD SERVICE

Site Coordinator 
& Kitchen helper 

 
Sign on Bonus! 

 
LSS Meals at the 

Mahnomen Senior 
Center is seeking a 

part-time Site 
Coordinator and a 

Kitchen Helper to assist 
with Meals on Wheels.  
* No nights, weekends 

or major holidays!  
 

Apply online at 
lssmn.org/careers  

under older adult 
services or e-mail 

lisa.gillund@lssmn.org  
for more information.

Check  

us out!

dl-online

HELP WANTED 
GENERAL

Non Profit Company 
Seeking Adults 

55 & Older 
Needed for part time light 
custodial work at the rest 

areas in Minnesota.  
Contact Green View 

651-639-1913

DSP’S   Divine House Inc is currently accepting applications in the Detroit Lakes area for  Direct Support Professionals   Starting Wages $14+ /hr  Apply online today at  divinehouse.org 

JOBSHQ.COM

DON’T WAIT.
SEARCH TODAY.

HELP WANTED  
CONSTRUCTION

Start $20+/Hr DOE! 
 

Laborer/Equipment 
Operator needed for 

Farm Drain Tile 
Installation 

 
Work located in the Becker 

& Mahnomen Counties. 
Work outside every day. 

Call (701) 566-1585

We’re dishing out 
the best news, 
sports, business, 
entertainment and 
more each and 
every week.

CALL 847.3151
TO SUBSCRIBE

Get the
scoop.

CLICK | SEARCH | DONE

[INSERT MEMORIES HERE]

.com
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For more information contact Jody Hanson at 320-760-0189 or to apply visit 
www.forumcomm.com/careers please include a cover letter, resume and references.

Our current opening is for a Multimedia Sales 

Consultant with the Detroit Lakes Tribune and 

Perham Focus. 

• Generous commission structure with a guaranteed 

salary for first three months.

• Selling marketing solutions that include print and 

digital products to help businesses reach their 

goals.

• Develop a strong understanding of all products and 

how they provide value to businesses.

To excel in this role, the following abilities are 
essential:

• Ability to work in a fast-paced environment

• Customer-focused approach to sales and service

• Excellent communication and technological skills

• Must have reliable transportation and a valid 

driver’s license with a driving record that is 

insurable by the company

This position includes a healthy benefit package 

including PTO, paid holidays, medical, and 401k. 

Our staff is committed and active in the community.

Would you enjoy helping businesses 
promote and support the wonderful 
community they live and work in? 

Join our team
MULTIMEDIA 
SALES 
CONSULTANT

MOTORHOMES/RV MOTORHOMES/RV

2016 WINNEBAGO  
VIEW MERCEDES 

BENZ SPRINTER 24G

CALL FOR MORE INFO 320-760-0189

Everything you are looking for. Great 
for your weekend getaway or your 
dream road trip! Perfect condition, no 
wear on the the interior, always stored in heated garage during 
winter months. Queen bed slides out the back, loveseat slides out behind 
drivers seat. 25,000 miles, $89,000.

DIRECTORYSERVICESERVICE YOUR GUIDE TO GREAT SERVICES!
SERVICE

 CONSTRUCTION    GUTTERS    HANDYMAN    LAWN CARE    PAINTING    SMALL ENGINE
 CARPET CLEANING    HOUSEKEEPING    MECHANIC    ELECTRICAL    AND MORE!

BUILDING/REMODELING

218-849-2149  
hestoncontracting.com

|| ||

yard curbing, 
colored, stamped, concrete, etc.

FOR YOUR BACKYARD CONSTRUCTION DREAMS

ELECTRICAL

www.livewireelectricalfm.com

NEW CONSTRUCTION 
REMODELING • SERVICE WORK

MINNESOTA LAKES AREA

701-526-1513

GARAGE DOOR
INSTALLATION

Bill Warner, Owner
serviceone@warnergaragedoor.com

218-844-DOOR

PAINTING/PAPERING

NORTHLAND PAINTING 
& DRYWALL, LLC
Detroit Lakes, MN

218-849-0649•218-847-1372
• SPRAY FOAM INSULATION 

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL 
• INSURED

Drywall Hanging•Texturing•Taping
Epoxy Floor Finishing • Painting-Inside or Out 

Deck Refinishing•Fiberglass Insulating

PAINTING/PAPERING

•  WALLPAPER REMOVAL
•  DRYWALL REPAIR
•  TEXTURING
For pristine custom painting call “The Girls”

218-443-2740

PEST CONTROL

BAT
  PROBLEMS?

218-531-3545

Guaranteed Results
Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates • Insured

PLUMBING

218-820-1809
Licensed    Bonded    Insured

Residential   
Remodel   
Service

ROOFING

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

For ALL Your Roofing & 
Window Needs.  

 
Licensed, Bonded 

& Insured  
 

Call Me Today! 
701-866-5531

SALES
GARAGEGGAARRAAGGEE

GARAGEGARAGE

PUBLIC/GARAGE SALES

DETROIT LAKES, 56501 
MULTI-FAMILY YARD 

SALE 
33832 182ND ST 

approximately 8mi E. on 34 
by 4-Corners. 

Friday, July 22 7am-5pm; Sat-
urday, July 23rd 8am-2pm 

Dresser, desk, oak table/chairs, 
and other misc. household 
goods. Women’s, petite thru 
2X clothing.

Detroit Lakes, 56501 
GROUP RUMMAGE 

SALE  
33732 182nd St 

THURSDAY - SATURDAY 
JULY 21 - 23 

8:00AM - 5:00PM  
LOTS OF BOYS NEWBORN 

TO 3T, TOYS & OTHER ITEMS, 
CLOTHING, WOMENS SIZE 1 
TO PLUS SIZES, BOYS LARGE 
AND XL, MENS SMALL TO 2X, 

WOMENS SIZE 9 ROLLER 
BLADES, MENS SIZE 8 

HOCKEY SKATES, MENS SIZE 
12 TRACK SHOES (3 PAIR), 

BASKETBALL AND BASEBALL 
SHOES, GAS FISHING AUGER, 
SMALL FISHING MOTOR, AND 

OTHER MISC. 

MN LEGALS

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF BECKER 

DISTRICT COURT 
PROBATE DIVISION 

SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
Court File No. 03-PR-22-1246 

Estate of  
SANDRA JEAN MINA,  
F/K/A SANDRA J. GRAN 
Decedent  
NOTICE OF INFORMAL PROBATE 
OF WILL AND APPOINTMENT OF 
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE 
AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

Notice is given that an application for
informal probate of the Decedent’s 
Will dated December 9, 2015, has 
been filed with the Registrar.  The ap-
plication has been granted. 
Notice is also given that the Registrar
has informally appointed George 
Mina, whose address is 993 Lake-
wood Drive, Detroit Lakes, Minnesota 
56501, as Personal Representative
of the Estate of the Decedent.  Any 
heir, devisee or other interested per-
son may be entitled to appointment 
as Personal Representative or may 
object to the appointment of the Per-
sonal Representative.  Unless objec-
tions are filed with the Court 
(pursuant to Minn. Stat. 524.3-607) 
and the Court otherwise orders, the 
Personal Representative has full 
power to administer the Estate in-
cluding, after 30 days from the date
of issuance of Letters, the power to
sell, encumber, lease or distribute
real estate. 
Any objections to the probate of the 
Will or appointment of the Personal 
Representative must be filed with this 
Court and will be heard by the Court
after the filing of an appropriate peti-
tion and proper notice of hearing. 
Notice is also given that (subject to
Minn. Stat. 524.3-801) all creditors
having claims against the Estate are 
required to present the claims to the 
personal representative or to the
Court Administrator within four 
months after the date of this Notice or 
the claims will be barred.  

Gina Devilbiss Hendry 
Registrar 

Date: 7-14-2022 
Renelle Fenno 

Court Administrator 
Dated: 7-14-2022 
Attorney for Applicant: 
Keven Jay Kercher 
Ohnstad Twichell, P.C. 
P.O. Box 458 
West Fargo, ND 58078-0458 
Attorney License No.: 0395972 
Telephone: 701-282-3249 
FAX: 701-282-0825 
(July 20 & 27, 2022) 83080

com

MN LEGALS

Ditch No. 31 
Ditch No. 32 
Ditch No. 33 
Ditch No. 34 
Ditch No. 35 
Ditch No. 36 
Ditch No. 39 
Ditch No. 40 
Ditch No. 41 & Lateral 1 
Ditch No. 41 - Lateral 2 
Ditch No. 41 - Outlet 
Ditch No. 47 
Ditch No. 49 
Ditch No. 50 
Ditch No. 51 
Ditch No. 51 - Lateral 
Ditch No. 51 - Improvement 
Ditch No. 53 
Ditch No. 54 
Ditch No. 55 
Ditch No. 57 
Ditch No. 58 
Ditch No. 59 
Ditch No. 60 
Ditch No. 63 
Ditch No. 65 
Ditch No. 67 
Ditch No. 68 
Ditch No. 69 
Becker County: 
Ditch No. 5 
Ditch No. 6 
Ditch No. 7 
Ditch No. 9 
Ditch No. 10 
Ditch No. 15 
Ditch No. 19 
Ditch No. 21 
Wilkin County: 
Ditch No. 1A 
Ditch No. 1B 
Ditch No. 1C 
Ditch No. 2 
Ditch No. 3 
Ditch No. 4 
Ditch No. 5A 
Ditch No. 6A 
Ditch No. 7 
Ditch No. 12 
Ditch No. 13 
Ditch No. 13 - Lateral 
Ditch No. 15 
Ditch No. 22 
Ditch No. 23 
Ditch No. 26 
Ditch No. 27 
Ditch No. 28 
Ditch No. 29 
Ditch No. 31 
Ditch No. 34 
Ditch No. 37 
Ditch No. 40 
Ditch No. 41 
Ditch No. 42 
Ditch No. 43 
Ditch No. 44 
Clay-Wilkin Judicial Ditch No. 1 
Wilkin-Otter Tail Judicial Ditch No. 2 
5. Projects: 
Anderson Acres Ringdike 
County Line Outlet 
Cromwell Township Highwater 
Crystal Creek Flood Control 
Georgetown Flood Control Levees 
Glyndon East Tributary 
Grove Lake Outlet 
Hawley Diversion 
HRBP Outlets 
Kragnes Ringdike 
LaBelle/Boyer Lake Outlets 
Lake Jacobs Outlet 
Manston Slough Restoration 
Moorhead 50th AVE S Flood Control 
Moorhead I-94 Flood Control 
Oakport Flood Mitigation 
Riverton Township Retention 
Turtle Lake Outlet 
Whiskey Creek Enhancement 
Whisky Creek Tributaries 
Wolverton Creek Restoration 
Dated: July 11, 2022 

/s/ Peter Fjestad 
Peter V. Fjestad, President 

(July 20 & 27; Aug. 3, 2022) 83081

FILING NOTICE 
MAPLE GROVE TOWNSHIP  

will be accepting affidavits of candi-
dacy for: 

Four Year Term Supervisor B 
and 

Four Year Term Supervisor C 
and 

Four Year Term Treasurer 
Affidavits of candidacy may be filed 

from 
 August 2, 2022 until 5 p.m. August 

16, 2022, 
 at the home of clerk, Julia Miller.  

Please contact Clerk Miller at      
218- 473-2440 to schedule a time 

for filing your affidavit. 
(July 17 & 20, 2022)  81325

Notice of filing dates for City of 
Ogema 

Notice of filing dates for City of
Ogema elected officers; Ogema Min-
nesota, any eligible person who de-
sires of having his or her name 
placed on the official ballot as a can-
didate shall file an affidavit of candi-
dacy at the City Office at 309 Perrault 
St, Ogema MN 56569 and pay a filing 
fee of $2.00. Filings for City Office 
Open Tuesday, August 2, 2022 
8:00AM and close Tuesday August 
16, 2022 at 4:30 PM  
Officers to be Elected are as follows, 
Two (2) Four-Year Term, City Council 
member’s; One (1) Four Year Term, 
Secretary Treasurer. City Election will
be will be held Tuesday, November 8, 
2022 Terms of elected officials begin 
first Tuesday in January, 2023. 
July 14th, 2022 Lea Haverkamp, City
Clerk 
(July 20 & 27, 2022) 82667 

MOTORHOMES/RV

2016 Mercedes Benz  
Sprinter 24G  

Winnebago View  
Ready for weekend getaway 
or dream road trip. Perfect 
Condition, no wear on inte-
rior. Always stored in heated 
garage during winter, queen 
bed and loveseat slide outs. 
Only 25,000 miles! $89000 
Call for more information 
320-760-0189 

AUCTION SALES

 
Jay and Beth Olness 

Auction Friday, July 22, 
2:00 PM 

Located at 25174 County 
Hwy 6, Building #75, Detroit 

Lakes, MN.   
Tractors, Lawn/Garden, An-
tique/Collectibles, Beer mir-
ror sign, Neon lights and Bar 
related items, Tools, Sport-
ing, Guns, Ammo Trailers, 
Miscellaneous 
Visit www.bachmannauction-
eers.com or call Vince 218-
640-7653, Austin Bachmann 
218-841-2469  
Lic.03-23 
 

 
Duane Erickson  

and Others Auction  
Saturday, July 30,  

10:00 AM,  
Located at 11798 Nels Erick-
son Lane, Pelican Rapids, 
MN.   
Autos, Trailers, Tractors, 
Farm Equipment, Horse Re-
lated Equipment and items, 
Guns, Sporting, Crocks, An-
tiques, Collectibles, Tools 
and Miscellaneous. 
Visit  
www.bachmannauctioneers.com  
or call Vince 218-640-7653, 
Austin Bachmann 218-841-
2469  
Lic.03-23 
 

MN LEGALS

NOTICE OF HEARING 
BUFFALO-RED RIVER WATER-

SHED DISTRICT 
Buffalo-Red River Watershed District 
Board of Managers have scheduled
a public hearing on the 2023 general 
budget and levies for ditch systems
and projects under their jurisdiction 
for Monday, August 8, 2022, at 7:00
PM in the Watershed District office,
1303 4th AVE NE, Barnesville, Min-
nesota. For more information, visit 
www.brrwd.org. 
A summary of the proposed budget 
is as follows: 
1. Administrative Funds. An amount
not to exceed $250,000.00 for gen-
eral administrative expenses and for 
construction, implementation, and
maintenance of projects of common
benefit to the district per M.S.A.
103D.905, Subd. 3. 
2. Basic Water Management. An
amount not to exceed 0.00798 per-
cent of the taxable market value to
pay costs attributable to basic water
management features of 
projects/programs implemented by
petition, per M.S.A 103D.905 Subd.
3. Multiple levies are anticipated for 
projects/programs, including, but not 
limited to: conservation programs and 
practices, education and outreach,
water quality monitoring, and other 
projects/programs of common bene-
fit. 
3. Liability Insurance. An amount not
to exceed $25,000.000 for premium
costs for such insurance, per M.S.A. 
466.06. 
4. Ditch Systems: 
Clay County: 
Ditch No. 2 
Ditch No. 3 
Ditch No. 5 
Ditch No. 9 
Ditch No. 10 
Ditch No. 11 
Ditch No. 12 
Ditch No. 16 
Ditch No. 17 
Ditch No. 20 
Ditch No. 21 
Ditch No. 22 
Ditch No. 23 
Ditch No. 28 
Ditch No. 30 

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

GREAT UTILITY VEHICLES 
WARM & QUIET! 

 
All trucks are 4-wheel-drive 

with hi/lo range. 
 

Can also order new trucks! 
 

IN STOCK: 
2021 Daihatsu HD Dump, 

AC, PS, DL, $20,900. 
2021 Daihatsu Dump, 

Silver, AC, PS, DL, $18,900. 
2022 Suzuki, AC, PS, AT, 

$18,500. 
1998 Daihatsu Fire Truck, 

$9,800. 
2019 Suzuki Dump, PS, AC, 

DL, $17,500. 
2005 Daihatsu, AC, PS, 

$11,500. 
2022 Daihatsu, AC, PS, PW, 

DL, $18,800. 
2021 Daihatsu, AC, PS, PW, 

AT, Silver, $18,500. 
 

COMING SOON! 
(2) (1) 2021 Suzuki Scissor 
Lift & Dump, AC, PS, DL. 
2003 Daihatsu Fire Truck, 

AC, $11,500. 
 
 

We also have lift kits, tires & 
wheels & other accessories 

available! 
 

Call Arlen at 763-234-9118 
Bemidji, MN 

 
Scott at 701-308-0101 

Lisbon, ND

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

FURNITURE REPAIR, RESTORA-
TION, REFINISHING, CONSTRUC-
TION. PICKUP AND DELIVERY 
AVAILABLE. EAST SIDE WOOD 
SHOP, 518 2ND ST. HAWLEY. 
218-483-4153 OR 218-329-6293 

DOGS

AKC Boston Terriers 
Vet checked. Family raised. 

Please call or text: 
218.839.5329 Brainerd, MN

Tiny Miniature Pinschers 
(2) males, 12 weeks old, 

family raised, vet checked, 
up to date on shots. $900. 
Can meet. 701-640-0444

PUREBRED SIBERIAN 
HUSKY PUPS 

Shots, wormed, dews done. 
Parents smaller size. 

Sale! $400. 320-266-6878

getONline

www.dl-online.com
AGRICULTURAL
WANTED

WANTED: TRACTORS 
of all ages and sizes and 
Tractor Drivers for the 13th 
Annual Becker County Fair 
Tractor Parade on Saturday, 
July 30th from 8AM-2PM. 
Featured tractor is is the Min-
neapolis Moline.  Past partic-
ipants will receive mailed 
information.  Contact Tom 
Mack at 218-847-8196 / 218-
849-7379 or Ken Shroyer at 
218-847-2674 / 218-849-
5596 or Dan Schlauderaff 
218-849-2562. 

AGRICULTURE 
MISCELLANEOUS

FAINTING GOATS 
FOR SALE  

100% MYOTONIC  
Kids Available NOW 

DOELINGS, BUCKLINGS  
AND WETHERS 
218-841-2968 

BOATS

Hutchins 1988 COM-PAC 
sailboat, 23ft., 9.9 HP  

Mercury OutBoard (new in 
2017) electric start. Interior 
has 2 sleeping beds with a 

porta-potty and stove. 
Sale includes a Shoremas-

ter lift and tandem axle 
trailer. All in very good con-

dition. One Owner. Price 
$6,500.00. Photos available 
upon request. Located on 
Pelican Lake near Detroit 
Lakes. Call or text Brian @ 

701-799-4134

MOTORHOMES/RV

2013 Fusion FZ360 
Toy Hauler 

5th Wheel Camper 
Sleeps 9. Used very little. 
Call for price & pictures.  

218-850-1199 
Detroit Lakes, MN
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By Nandita Bose 
and Steve Holland

Reuters
Washington

Russia is laying the 
groundwork for the 
annexation of Ukrainian 

territory and is installing 
illegitimate proxy officials in 
areas there under its control 
as it seeks to exert total 
control over its gains in the 
east, the White House said on 
Tuesday.

Unveiling what he said 
was U.S. intelligence, John 
Kirby, the chief National 

Security Council spokesman, 
told a White House news 
briefing that the Russians 
are preparing to install proxy 
officials, establish the ruble 
as the default currency and 
force residents to apply for 
citizenship.

“We have information 
today, including from 
downgraded intelligence that 
we’re able to share with you, 
about how Russia is laying 
the groundwork to annex 
Ukrainian territory that it 
controls in direct violation of 
Ukraine’s sovereignty,” Kirby 
said.

It is the same tactic used in 
2014 when Russia announced 
its annexation of Crimea 
after taking control of it 
from Ukraine, Kirby said. 
The international community 
considers Crimea’s 
annexation illegitimate.

“We want to make it plain 
to the American people,” 
Kirby said. “Nobody is fooled 
by it. (Russian President 
Vladimir Putin) is dusting off 
the playbook from 2014.”

Russia sent tens of 
thousands of troops into 
Ukraine on Feb. 24 in what 
it calls a “special military 

operation” to ensure its own 
security.

Russia is now also 
attempting to take control of 
broadcasting towers, he said.

At the same time, Kirby 
said the United States in the 
next few days will announce 
a new weapons package for 
Ukraine as it engages Russia 
in fierce battles in eastern 
Ukraine.

It will be the 16th such 
drawdown of money approved 
by Congress and allocated 
under presidential authority, 
he said.

The package is expected 

to include U.S. mobile rocket 
launchers, known as HIMARS, 
and rounds for Multiple 
Launch Rocket Systems as 
well as artillery munitions.

The United States has 
provided $8 billion in security 
assistance since the war 
began, including $2.2 billion 
in the last month.

Washington will impose 
sanctions on officials involved 
in representing themselves 
as proxy officials, Kirby said. 
He predicted these proxies to 
try to hold “sham referenda” 
seeking to legitimatize 
Russian control.

RUSSIA LAYING GROUNDWORK FOR 
ANNEXING UKRAINE TERRITORY

Gleb Garanich / Reuters

Reuters
WASHINGTON — Democrat 

Bennie Thompson, chairman 
of the congressional commit-
tee investigating the Jan. 6, 
2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol, 
said on Tuesday he has con-
tracted COVID-19 but that the 
panel’s hearing scheduled for 
Thursday evening will proceed.

Thompson said on Twit-
ter that he tested positive on 
Monday and was experienc-
ing mild symptoms. He said 
he was fully vaccinated and 
boosted.

The House of Representa-
tives select committee has held 
seven hearings in the past six 
weeks looking at the attack 
by supporters of Republican 
then-President Donald Trump 
in a failed effort to prevent 
Congress from certifying his 
2020 election loss to Democrat 
Joe Biden.

“While Chairman Thompson 
is disappointed with his COVID 

diagnosis, he has instructed 
the select committee to pro-
ceed with Thursday evening’s 
hearing,” the committee said 
in a statement.

The hearing, which is aimed 
at reaching a broad U.S. tele-
vision audience during prime 
viewing hours, will be the pan-
el’s eighth public session in 
the past six weeks.

Two White House officials 
in Trump’s administration 
— former National Securi-
ty Council official Matthew 
Pottinger and former Depu-
ty Press Secretary Sarah Mat-
thews — are expected to testify 
on Thursday, according to U.S. 
media. The committee has not 
confirmed that they will testify 
or released a witness list.

Separately, the National 
Archives sent a letter to the U.S. 
Secret Service asking for infor-
mation about text messages 
deleted on Jan. 5 and 6, 2021. 
The Department of Homeland 

Security’s inspector general 
last week sent a letter to con-
gressional committees saying 
the texts might be missing and 
the Jan. 6 committee issued a 
subpoena asking for them.

Citing an unnamed offi-

cial briefed on the matter, the 
Washington Post reported that 
the Secret Service determined 
that it has no new texts to pro-
vide Congress relevant to the 
Jan. 6 investigation and other 
texts its agents exchanged 

around the time of the attack
have been purged.

Asked for comment, the 
Secret Service said it respects 
the National Archives and that 
the agency would have its full 
cooperation in its review.

Thursday hearing will proceed

Jan. 6 committee 
chair has COVID

Elizabeth Frantz / Reuters
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By Sarah N. Lynch
Reuters

WASHINGTON — A fed-
eral prosecutor told jurors 
on Tuesday at Steve Ban-
non’s criminal trial that the 
prominent former presiden-
tial adviser to Donald Trump 
decided he was “above the 
law” in defying a subpoe-
na from the congressional 
committee investigating last 
year’s attack on the U.S. Cap-
itol.

The prosecution and 
defense delivered opening 
statements after jurors were 
selected in the trial, with the 
government’s first witness 
then testifying. Evan Corcor-
an, a lawyer for Bannon, said 
in his opening statement that 
Bannon did not ignore the 
subpoena and in fact engaged 
with the committee in the 
belief that it would negotiate 
with his attorney and that its 
deadlines “were not fixed - 
they were flexible.”

Bannon, 68, has plead-
ed not guilty to two misde-
meanor counts of contempt 
of Congress brought after he 
declined last year to provide 
testimony or documents to 
the Democratic-led House of 
Representatives select com-
mittee. 

The subpoena issued last 
September, prosecutor 
Amanda Vaughn told jurors, 
“wasn’t optional. It wasn’t 
a request. And it wasn’t an 
invitation. It was mandato-
ry.”

“The defendant decided he 
was above the law,” Vaughn 
added. “That’s why we’re 
here today.”

Vaughn said the committee 
had reason to believe Ban-
non might have information 
about the events leading up to 
the Jan. 6, 2021, riot. Trump’s 
supporters stormed the Cap-
itol and attacked police in a 
failed effort to block formal 
congressional certification 
of his 2020 election loss to 
Democrat Joe Biden.

Bannon “didn’t get stuck 
on a broken down Metro car,” 
Vaughn said of the defen-
dant’s refusal to comply with 
the subpoena, referring to the 
Washington area’s subway 
system. Instead, the case is 
about “the defendant thumb-
ing his nose” at the nor-
mal process of government, 
Vaughn added.

Corcoran said that com-
mittee staff and lawyers for 
proposed witnesses almost 
always negotiate - and wit-
nesses often appear at a date 
later than the one specified in 
a subpoena.

“That’s the process,” 
Corcoran said.

U.S. District Judge Carl 
Nichols previously ruled that 
Bannon could not claim he 
failed to comply with the 
subpoena because he believed 
his documents and testimony 
were protected by a legal doc-
trine called executive priv-
ilege that can keep certain 
presidential communications 
confidential.

The judge also has barred 
Bannon from telling jurors 
that he relied upon advice 
from his lawyer, who told him 
there were valid legal reasons 
he could fail to respond to the 
subpoena.

Corcoran told jurors that 
Bannon after being subpoe-
naed sought advice from an 
attorney, Robert Costello, 
who then raised objections 
with the committee includ-
ing whether the requested 
information was protected by 
executive privilege. Corcor-
an said that these objections 
are “not an excuse” for fail-
ing to comply, but the fact 
that Bannon’s lawyer direct-
ly engaged the committee 
showed that the defendant 
did not willfully ignore the 

subpoena.
Bannon reversed course 

this month and said he want-
ed to testify before a public 
committee hearing, nearly 
10 months after defying the 
subpoena. There has been no 
indication of any plan to have 
him do so, as the committee 
likely would want him to first 
testify in closed sessions in 
order to cover a wide range of 
matters. Trump told Bannon 
he was waiving any executive 
privilege claim.

“You will also see the 

excuse the defendant gave for 
not complying. You will see 
he claimed something called
a privilege,” Vaughn told the 
jury.

As a top adviser to the
Republican Trump’s 2016 
presidential campaign who 
later served as White House 
chief strategist, Bannon 
helped articulate the “Amer-
ica First” right-wing pop-
ulism and fierce opposition 
to immigration that helped 
define Trump’s presidency.

Reuters
BEIJING – China’s govern-

ment on Tuesday warned that 
it would take “forceful mea-
sures” if U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi visited Taiwan, after the 
Financial Times said she would 
go to the Chinese-claimed 
island next month.

Pelosi and her delegation 
will also visit Indonesia, Japan, 
Malaysia and Singapore, and 
spend time in Hawaii at the 
headquarters of U.S. Indo-Pa-
cific command, the London 
paper added, citing people 
familiar with the matter.

The U.S. State Department 
did not immediately respond 
to a Reuters request for com-
ment. Taiwan’s Foreign Min-
istry said it has “not received 
relevant information” about 
any visit.

Asked about the report, 
Drew Hammill, Pelosi’s dep-
uty chief of staff, said, “We 
do not confirm or deny inter-
national travel in advance due 
to longstanding security pro-
tocols.”

The Democratic leader’s 
visit to Taiwan had been post-
poned from April, after she 
tested positive for COVID-19. 
At the time, China said such 
a visit would severely affect 
Chinese-U.S. relations. 

Speaking in Beijing, Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Zhao Lijian said any visit 
by Pelosi would “seriously 
undermine China’s sovereign-
ty and territorial integrity.”

“If the U.S. side obstinately 
clings to this course, China will 
definitely take resolute and 
forceful measures to firmly 
defend its national sovereign-

ty and territorial integrity,” he 
said. “The United States must 

be fully responsible for all the 
consequences caused by this.”

Taiwan faces mounting
pressure from China, which 
considers the democratically 
governed island its own ter-
ritory. The issue is a constant 
irritant in ties between Beijing 
and Washington.

Taiwan, however, has been 
heartened by continued sup-
port offered by U.S. President 
Joe Biden’s administration, 
which has repeatedly spoken 
of its “rock-solid” commit-
ment to the island.

Pelosi, a long-time critic of
China, held an online meeting 
with Taiwanese Vice President 
William Lai in January as he
wrapped up a visit to the Unit-
ed States and Honduras. 

The White House had 
expressed concern about
the Pelosi trip, the Financial 
Times said, citing three people
familiar with the situation.

Sarah Silbiger / Reuters
Former Trump White House chief strategist Steve Bannon speaks to members of the press Tuesday 
as he departs from the second day of his trial on contempt of Congress charges stemming from his 
refusal to cooperate with the U.S. House Select Committee investigating the Jan. 6 attack on the
Capitol in Washington.

U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) holds her weekly 
news conference with reporters on July 14 on Capitol Hill in 
Washington.

By Michael Macagnone
CQ-Roll Call

WASHINGTON — The House 
passed a bill Tuesday to repeal 
the Defense of Marriage Act 
and codify legal recognition 
for interracial and same-sex 
marriages nationwide, part of 
the legislative response from 
Democrats to recent Supreme 
Court decisions.

The House voted 267-157, 
mostly along party lines, with 
support from Democrats and 
47 Republicans, to send the 
bill to the Senate.

The measure would repeal 
the 1996 law that prevented 
the federal government from 
recognizing same-sex mar-
riages, as well as mandate that 
all states honor out-of-state 
marriages regardless of the 
race, gender or sexual orien-
tation of the couple.

Democrats argued the mea-
sure was needed following last 
month’s Supreme Court ruling 
that reversed Roe v. Wade, the 
landmark 1973 decision that 
established a constitutional 
right to an abortion.

Speaker Nancy Pelosi and 
other backers argued that the 
language of the abortion rul-
ing also endangers a Supreme 
Court decision in 2015 that 
legalized same-sex marriage 
nationwide. The Supreme 
Court struck down DOMA as 
unconstitutional in 2012.

Pelosi and other proponents 
sought to tie the bill, and 
any Republicans who voted 
against it, to an empowered 
bloc of conservative justices 
who shifted the court to the 
right this term.

“As radical justices and 
right-wing politicians contin-
ue their assault on our basic 
rights, Democrats believe that 
the government has no place 
between you and the person 
you love,” Pelosi said on the 
House floor.

The Biden administration 
came out in favor of the bill 
in a statement Tuesday. “No 
person should face discrimi-
nation because of who they are 
or whom they love, and every 
married couple in the United 
States deserves the security of 

knowing that their marriage
will be defended and respect-
ed,” the administration said.

Democrats and legal experts
have said the majority opin-
ion in the abortion case — in
which Justice Samuel A. Alito
Jr. wrote that the Constitution 
protects only rights “deeply
rooted in our history and tra-
ditions” — puts the Supreme
Court decisions on same-sex
marriage on the chopping
block as well.

©2022 CQ-Roll Call, Inc., All Rights 
Reserved. Distributed by Tribune Content 

Agency, LLC.

House votes to protect marriage equality

Prosecution tells jury Trump’s former adviser ignored subpoena

Former New York Mayor 
Bill de Blasio ends 
campaign for Congress

Former New York City Mayor 
Bill de Blasio ended his cam-
paign for Congress on Tues-
day, saying he was bowing out 
of politics after it became clear 
to him that voters in his dis-
trict were looking for another 
option.

De Blasio launched his cam-
paign in May to represent the 
newly drawn 10th Congressio-
nal District of New York, made 
up of parts of Manhattan and 
his home base of Brooklyn.

But since entering the race, 
de Blasio, 61, has lagged in 
the polls. A recent poll by Data 

for Progress, a progressive 
think tank based in Califor-
nia, showed he was running 
in seventh place in a crowded 
field of 13 contenders. City 
Council Member Carlina Rive-
ra currently leads in polling of 
likely voters.

Senate committee backs 
accession of Finland, 
Sweden to NATO

WASHINGTON – The U.S. 
Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee on Tuesday backed 
Finland and Sweden’s acces-
sion to NATO, paving the way 
for the full Senate to vote on 
the most significant expan-
sion of the 30-member alli-

ance since the 1990s.
The 22-member panel 

approved the expansion by 
voice vote, with just one mem-
ber - Republican Senator Rand 
Paul - asking to be recorded as 
“present.”

Hoover Dam 
transformer fire put 
out without interruption 
to power grid

A transformer caught fire 
at Nevada’s Hoover Dam on 
Tuesday and was quickly 
extinguished by the fire bri-
gade without any injuries or 
interruption to the power grid, 
the U.S. Bureau of Reclama-
tion said.

Video circulating on social 
media, apparently taken by 
a tourist, showed a small 
explosion and smoke and fire 
coming from the base of the 
dam, the largest in the United 
States and the source for a 
2,080-megawatt hydroelectric 
plant, enough for about 1.3 
million households.

The cause of the fire was 
under investigation, the 
bureau said.

Doctor threatens  
to sue attorney general  
for defamation  
in 10-year-old’s  
abortion case

An Indiana doctor who 

performed an abortion on a
10-year-old Ohio rape victim
threatened to sue Indiana’s 
attorney general for defama-
tion on Tuesday, filing a claim 
alleging that he made “false
and misleading” statements 
about her handling of the case.

The case prompted a nation-
al outcry and scrutiny after the 
Indianapolis Star newspaper
published a story, based on 
Indiana Dr. Caitlin Bernard’s
account, of a 10-year-old Ohio
girl who traveled to Indiana 
for an abortion because an
Ohio law banned the proce-
dure after six weeks of preg-
nancy.

Reuters

BRIEFS

Feds: Bannon feels ‘above the law’

China warns of ‘forceful measures’ if Pelosi visits Taiwan
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By Aldo Svaldi
The Denver Post

Seven in 10 U.S. consumers 
see an economic 
downturn ahead, 

assuming one hasn’t already 
started. But awareness doesn’t 
equal preparedness — two in 
three admit they aren’t ready 
for what they think is coming, 
according to a survey from 
MagnifyMoney, a personal 
finance website.

“When you are living 
paycheck to paycheck and 
seeing everything around you 
go up in price by the day, it 
can be really scary,” said Matt 
Schultz, chief credit analyst 
at LendingTree, which owns 
MagnifyMoney. “You know 
you don’t have a lot of wiggle 
room to pay bills. We are 
seeing some of that fear in 
this survey.”

People are clearly concerned 
that things will get worse 
before they get better, he said. 
But if there is a silver lining, 
they are preparing, or at least 
trying to.

A separate survey from 
Empower, the retirement plan 
manager based in Greenwood 
Village, found that about 
three in four Americans are 
preparing for a recession by 
delaying purchases, boosting 
savings, paying off debt more 
aggressively and looking at 
“side hustles” to earn more 
income.

Who is more likely to feel 
unprepared? Women, adults 
in younger generations 
and lower-income 
households, according to the 
MagnifyMoney survey.

Inflation, higher housing 
costs and rising interest rates 
are the warning signs cited 
by those who see a recession 
coming. And the steps people 
are taking to prepare were 
similar to what Empower 
found in its survey — cut back 
spending, stick to a budget 
and build up emergency 
savings.

Whether those darker views 
reflect a sober assessment 
of what is to come or setting 
the stage for a self-fulfilling 
prophecy, consumers 
would do well to brace for a 
slowdown, experts said.

“It makes for an 
exceptionally difficult time 

for families to reach their 
personal goals,” said Wayne 
Winegarden, a senior fellow of 
business and economics at the 
Pacific Research Institute in 
Monterrey, Calif. “How do you 
squeeze a nickel and a penny? 
Those become the important 
considerations.”

A different kind of downturn
Recessions vary in what 

triggers them, and what 
excesses in the economy they 
correct. The next downturn, 
however, could be more like 
those seen in the 1970s and 
early 1980s when inflation 
was more of a problem.

Service workers at 
restaurants, hotels and 
entertainment venues suffered 
huge job losses during 
the short-lived pandemic 
recession in the first half of 
2020. The Great Recession, 
which followed a housing 
bubble and financial crisis 
and was a drawn-out slog, 
devastated the mortgage and 
construction industries and 
pretty much anyone tied to 
residential real estate from 
2008 on. Veteran Colorado 
tech and telecom workers 
know how brutal the 2000-
2001 recession was for their 
aspirations.

The Federal Reserve is 
expected to keep raising 
interest rates and tightening 
the money supply to bring 
inflation, at a four-decade 
high, under control, which 
historically has been around 
2%. The hope is for a soft 
landing, but the Fed is willing 
to trigger a recession to break 
the back of inflation running 
above 9%.

“For the first time in my 
38-year career, the Federal 
Reserve is not going to bail 
out the market by lowering 
interest rates or flooding the 
system with liquidity. They 
are doing the exact opposite,” 
said Fred Taylor, a partner and 
managing director at Beacon 
Pointe Advisors in Denver.

Taylor said that when 
stocks go down in value, 
fixed income investments will 
normally rise, balancing out 
the losses. But stock markets 
are down by 20% or more 
and bond markets are down 
10% to 15% because of rising 
interest rates. Investors are 
getting hammered left and 

right. So far, they aren’t 
showing any signs of panic.

Nor should people expect 
the kind of help the federal 
government provided during 
the pandemic when Congress 
approved a record $4.6 trillion 
in several assistance packages 
to deal with the outbreak and 
economic downturn. Those 
federal stimulus checks likely 
won’t be coming to the rescue 
this time, and they wouldn’t 
be particularly helpful if they 
did.

A popular definition of a 
recession is two consecutive 
quarters of declining economic 
activity. That is likely already 
baked in. But unusually strong 
growth in the first half of 
2021, when the economy was 
rebounding from the worst 
of the pandemic, distorts 
any comparison. An official 
declaration of a recession 
will likely involve a more 
complicated calculation, and 
economists are divided on 
when that might happen.

“More formally, we 
don’t view the first half 
as a recession,” said Chris 
Varvares co-head of U.S. 
Economics for S&P Global 
Market Intelligence, during a 
webinar. Industrial production 
and hiring remained robust 
this year, which wouldn’t be 
the case if a recession were 
underway.

Even though the economy 
technically contracted in 
the first half of the year, 
employers still added 
2.2 million net new jobs 
nationally and nearly 50,000 
in Colorado through May. 
Unemployment rates moved 
lower despite the slower 
momentum. A more likely 
scenario is that employers 
will pull back on unfilled 
job openings rather than let 
workers go. The open jobs go 
away before the occupied ones 
do.

Workers might find it 
harder to hop around as 
they have the past year, 
and another piece of advice 
would be to plant roots 
until inflation is once again 
under control. But the lack 
of slack in labor markets, 
which are being driven by 
deeper demographic trends, 
could also mean fewer layoffs 
compared to the past three 

recessions.
Schultz said big job cuts 

would be a game changer and 
a clear signal that a deeper 
downturn is at play. Keep a 
close eye on the tech sector, 
which has been an important 
driver of job gains and higher 
wages in recent years.

Another scenario is one of 
high inflation that depresses 
economic growth, known 
as stagflation. The economy 
muddles along but higher 
prices persist and consumers 
are squeezed and miserable 
for far longer than they want 
to be. Varvares said that 
scenario hasn’t manifested 
either, but added the words 
“stay tuned.”

Consumer confidence is 
collapsing, but consumer 
spending is not. U.S. retail 
sales rose 8.9% nationally 
year-over-year in June, which 
in most years would be a sign 
of a still healthy economy. But 
the increase was just below 
the pace of inflation, meaning 
the extra spending represents 
a keeping up rather than a 
moving forward.

“In simple terms, 
consumers did not buy more 
stuff in June – they bought 
less product but paid more for 
it. This is not a comfortable 
position as it makes 
consumers feel downbeat, 
which is one of the reasons 
confidence is sliding,” said 
Neil Saunders, Managing 
Director of GlobalData in 
comments on the June retail 
sales numbers.

Dipping into accumulated 
savings and drawing on credit 
made that possible, but there 
are limits to how long that 
can go on, Saunders said.

How to prepare
Consumers need to save 

more, but inflation makes it 
harder to set money aside as 
basic living costs consume 
more of each paycheck. 
Inflation also erodes the value 
of those savings, requiring 
that more money be set aside. 
That could reflect why many 
people realize that rougher 
times are ahead, but feel 
unable to get ready.

“There is no vaccine for 
inflation,” Schultz said.

When it comes to paying 
down debt, the equation isn’t 
as clear cut, said Winegarden.

Inflation erodes the value 
of money, so yesterday’s 
debt can be paid in future 
dollars that are worth less. 
Technically speaking, it is 
worth stretching out those 
payments. But most credit 
cards and consumer revolving 
debt now carry variable 
interest rates, which are 
rising alongside inflation. 
Paying those debts should be 
a priority.

Another reason to get 
aggressive about paying 
down debts, even if they are 
at a fixed rate, is if someone 
thinks their job might be at 
risk in a downturn. Being free 
of debt will make it easier 
to maneuver financially and 
avoid a default that could 
wreck credit scores.

Investors might want to 
consider buying shares in 
companies that are paying 
dividends and are likely to 
grow those payouts through 
any downturn, Taylor said. 
While those stocks could still 
go down in value, dividends 
would help offset that. And 
losses in more conservative 
stocks have been less than 
those in growth stocks.

It is also important to keep 
losses in the market this year 
in perspective given the huge 
run-up since late March 2020. 
Strange things are happening 
and the economy may feel 
untethered, but that is typical 
in periods of adjustment 
and transition, said Tom 
Nun, a portfolio strategist at 
Empower.

“One of the worst things 
you can do when you are 
faced with uncertainty is to 
make rash decisions,” he said.

While most forecasts call 
for any recession to be less 
severe than others in recent 
history, consumers shouldn’t 
be sanguine, Winegarden 
said. The world has been full 
of surprises this decade, and 
more could be coming.

“The economic environment
is dominated by a huge 
tail risk, a very large risk,” 
he warned. “We are very 
economically insecure. It’s 
like when you are on a 
balance beam and you are 
getting pushed. We could fall 
really far.”
©2022 MediaNews Group, Inc. Distributed 

by Tribune Content Agency, LLC. 

A shopper wearing a face mask is pictured in 2020 at a Dollar Tree store in Pasadena, California.

MOST AMERICANS BELIEVE A 
RECESSION’S ON THE HORIZON
HERE’S HOW EXPERTS SAY TO PREPARE FOR ONE
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By Scott Mervis
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Pittsburgh

In early February 2021, 
which already seems 
like an eternity ago, 

Joe Biden had just taken 
office and was trying 
to pass a $1.8 trillion 
relief bill, people were 
scrambling to get the 
new COVID vaccine and 
Tom Brady was about to 
contend for his seventh 
Super Bowl ring.

Most Americans 
didn’t know Morgan 
Wallen from Morgan 
Freeman and may not 
have even noticed that 
he was in the process of 
being canceled.

Wallen, a former 
contender on “The 
Voice” who sings like 
he has a wad of tobacco 
in his cheek, had a 
No. 1 country hit in 
2017 with “Whiskey 
Glasses,” a rousing 
single from his double-
platinum debut “If I 
Know Me.” He’d been 
through Pittsburgh 
three times, across 2018 
and 2019, in opening 
slots for Luke Bryan, 
Luke Combs and Florida 
Georgia Line.

During that stretch, 
the Sneedville, 
Tennesee, native, who 
performs at a sold-out 
Pavilion at Star Lake 
Thursday, was working 
on what would become 
the country album with 
the most consecutive 
weeks at the top of the 
Billboard 200.

Leading up to that, he 
made a few headlines 
as the country bad 
boy, kind of like back 
in 2000 when Kenny 
Chesney got busted 
with Tim McGraw for 
the great Buffalo horse 
caper.

Wallen got himself 
a cock-eyed, hockey-
haired mugshot on 
May 24, 2020, after 
being arrested at Kid 
Rock’s Honky Tonk in 
Nashville for public 
intoxication and 
disorderly conduct. 
According to the report, 
he was “kicking glass 
items,” much like the 
whiskey glasses he 
was seeing the world 
through.

Not only was he 
drunk AF, he was out 
partying during the 
first months of COVID.

Coming a mere three 
days before the release 
of the first single on 
the album, “More Than 
My Hometown,” it was 
a fun little way to make 
a headline. The single 
hit No. 1 on the Country 
Airplay chart.

Then, in October, a 
week before he was 
set to perform on 
“Saturday Night Live,” 
Wallen was seen on 
TikTok partying up 
at an Alabama bar 
after a football game 
and kissing girls at a 
house party, prompting 
“SNL” to postpone his 
appearance for violating 
the show’s serious 
COVID-19 protocols.

When he was invited 
back in December, 
he was part of a skit, 
set in October, where 
Morgan Wallens from 
one and two months in 
the future (one of them, 
Jason Bateman) come 
to the Alabama bar to 
warn him about his 

freewheeling behavior.
What he really needed 

was a Morgan Wallen 
from THREE months in 
the future.

The word
“Dangerous: The 

Double Album,” 
released on Jan. 8, ran 
a whopping 32 songs 
over 100 minutes, 
including the bonus 
tracks, showing off his 
redneck charm, catchy 
hooks, breezy wordplay 
and scratchy backwoods 
vocals on drinkin’ 
songs, both hell-raisin’ 
and heartbroken.

“The ‘double album’ 
idea,” he explained in a 
statement, “started off 
as just a joke between 
me and my manager 
because we had 
accumulated so many 
songs over the past 
couple of years. Then 
quarantine hit, and 
we realized it might 
actually be possible to 
have enough time to 
make it happen.”

He added, “I know 32 
(eventual) songs sounds 
like a lot to digest, but 
I truly did my best to 
make sure there’s not a 
song that I would press 
‘next’ on.”

There are no 32-song 
albums without nexts, 
but anyway, it debuted 
at No. 1 on the Billboard 
200 with a stunning 
264K debut week. A 
week later, it became 
the first country album 
to top the chart for two 
consecutive weeks since 
Luke Bryan’s “Kill the 
Lights” in 2015. Week 
three, No. 1 again.

You can just imagine 
the parties at Big Loud, 
his label.

Then, on Feb. 2. 
career apocalypse came 
when TMZ released 
a neighbor’s Ring 
video showing Wallen 
drunkenly calling to 
a friend’s girlfriend, 
hurling gendered and 
racial slurs.

The backlash was 
strong and swift. 
Within a day, his music 
was pulled from iHeart 
and Cumulus stations, 

Sirius XM, Spotify, 
Apple and Pandora, 
Big Loud suspended 
his contract and the 
Academy of Country 
Music declared him 
ineligible for its awards.

Morgan Wallen … 
canceled! End of story.

Or not.
This is country, not 

pop or Hollywood. And 
this was a word, not a 
sexual assault.

“So what is the 
penalty for using the 
N-word?,” industry 
insider Bob Lefsetz 
wrote in his newsletter. 
“Are you canceled 
forever or is there a 
specified amount of 
time after which we 
bring you back into 
the fold. The point 
here is we don’t know! 
And if we just talked 
about it we could make 
headway, it could 
become clear, but it’s 
off the table. Primarily 
because if you speak up 
chances are you’ll get 
caught in the crossfire 
and be canceled too. 
You’ve got to agree 
with the group or you 
can’t speak, you’re not 
entitled to an opinion.”

Among the many 
negative responses to 
his piece: “... you may 
want to retract some of 
this, it doesn’t sound 
great. Apologists for 
using the nword are not 
good looks.”

Donald Trump would 
have brushed it off as 
“fake news.”

Wallen took the 
other route. “I’m 
embarrassed and 
sorry,” he said in a 
statement. “I used 
an unacceptable and 
inappropriate racial 
slur that I wish I could 
take back. There are 
no excuses to use this 
type of language, ever. 
I want to sincerely 
apologize for using the 
word. I promise to do 
better.”

A marginal artist 
might have been cast 
aside for good, but what 
about a young cash cow 
with a mullet?

The so-called 

“deplorables” who 
populate the world of 
mainstream country 
didn’t care. They sent 
his album to No. 1 for a 
fourth week.

An appalled Jason 
Isbell, a sort-of 
hall monitor for the 
musical left, tweeted 
of Wallen’s impressive 
album sales, “So... A 
portion of this money 
goes to me, since I 
wrote ‘Cover Me Up.’ 
I’ve decided to donate 
everything I’ve made so 
far from this album to 
the Nashville chapter of 
the @NAACP... Thanks 
for helping out a good 
cause, folks.”

Wallen went to 
Instagram on Feb. 10 
with a five-minute 
video apology, in which 
he explained, “The 
video you saw was 
me on hour 72 of a 
bender, and that’s not 
something I’m proud 
of.” He added “It’s on 
me to take ownership 
for this and I fully 
accept any penalties 
I’m facing” and noted 
that he had met with 
Black leaders and 
organizations, who had 
shown him “grace.”

Meanwhile, 
“Dangerous” sales kept 
surging: five weeks 
No. 1, six weeks, seven 
weeks — breaking 
Garth Brooks’ 1992 
record for a country 
artist — on its way to 
10 weeks.

Redemption road
After a year-plus 

of no concerts due to 
COVID, bands were 
ready to roll ahead for 
summer.

Wallen put the kibosh 
on that, posting a 
handwritten letter on 
Twitter in April 2021 
thanking fans for 
supporting the album, 
expressing pride in 
his personal growth 
and revealing that he 
was bowing out of 
all touring, including 
festival dates and the 
Luke Bryan Proud to Be 
Right Here Tour.

A month later, 

though, he tested the 
waters a little, right at 
the scene of the (first) 
crime, Kid Rock’s 
Honky Tonk, where he 
jumped onstage with a 
house band to thrill a 
crowd with “Whiskey 
Glasses” and “Wasted 
on You.”

That same month, 
Pandora lifted the 
ban (slowly followed 
by others) and he 
won three Billboard 
Music Awards. He did 
a second impromptu 
live performance, after 
playing a charity golf 
tournament with Luke 
Bryan, and then a third 
with Eric Church, Hardy 
and Darius Rucker.

In his first interview, 
that July, Wallen 
withstood a proper 
drilling from Michael 
Strahan on “Good 
Morning America,” 
where, in a deadly sober 
tone, he explained that 
“I was around some 
of my friends, and 
we we say dumb stuff 
together. And it was 
— in our minds, it’s 
playful … that sounds 
ignorant, but it — 
that’s really where it 
came from … and it’s 
wrong.”

After that, he ducked 
away until October, 
when, right after being 
banned from the CMA 
Awards (where he 
was nominated), he 
announced he would 
be headlining three 
Country Thunder 
festivals, beginning in 
April 2022, and also 
play Kentucky’s Rupp 
Arena in December.

When they sold 
36,000 tickets in 90 
minutes, that was about 
it for the cancellation 
of Morgan Wallen. He 
ended the year with the 
top album of 2021 and 
the announcement of 
the 54-city Dangerous 
Tour.

Live and  
Dangerous

It was set to open 
in the Midwest, but 
those three shows were 
canceled due to winter 

storms, putting Wallen 
right in the heart of 
Manhattan for the 
opening at Madison 
Square Garden. The set 
opener was “Broadway 
Girls,” his collaboration 
with rapper Lil Durk.

Rolling Stone was 
there in February to say 
there were no protests 
outside. “Likewise,” 
it noted, “there were 
no Confederate flags 
being flown, no 
visible MAGA hats, no 
inflammatory signs 
— just a somewhat 
predictable sea of white 
faces, cowboy hats, 
and plaid shirts, plenty 
with their sleeves cut 
off. More than a few of 
the haircuts resembled 
Wallen’s lightly coiffed 
mullet.

“It was as if the 
uproar caused by his 
use of the n-word had 
all but faded.”

The conservative New 
York Post spin was 
that while Wallen’s 
critics try to paint the 
country world as racist, 
“The overwhelming 
majority of Americans 
despise racism while 
also rejecting the idea 
that those who utter 
the wrong word must 
be subjected to Cultural 
Revolution-style 
struggle sessions and 
then still be canceled.

“Whether or not 
you’re a fan of Wallen 
or country music, the 
fact that he’s still 
standing despite the 
concerted attempts to 
finish him is worth 
cheering.”

Not only is the 
“Southern drawl 
crowd” cheering, so are 
the promoters who are 
making bank on one of 
the hottest tours of the 
summer.

At last glance, resale 
tickets for the sold-out 
Star Lake were going 
for $325. That’s for 
the lawn. If you want 
to make it there, don’t 
even think of getting on 
Route 22 after work.
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THE MAN WHO COULDN’T BE 

CANCELED
Despite scandals, country superstar Morgan Wallen gets pass after pass

Terry Wyatt / Getty Images / TNS
Singer Morgan Wallen visits SiriusXM at SiriusXM Studios on June 28, in Nashville, Tennessee.
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By Morayo Ogunbayo
The Atlanta Journal-Consti-

tution
The Mediterranean 

diet and the ketogenic, 
or keto, diet have both 
received praise over the 
past few years for their 
abilities to help peo-
ple lose and maintain 
weight, as well as cut-
ting blood sugar levels in 
people with prediabetes 
and Type 2 diabetes.

The “low-carb” diets 
were both created with 
the goal of reducing sug-
ars and refined grains, 
with the keto diet being 
the more restrictive of 
the two. The diets aimed 
to add more starchy 
vegetables to a person’s 
diet, which have been 
found to be beneficial 
to people with any form  
of diabetes.

While the diets share 
many similarities, their 
exact outcomes are not 
the same. In a study of 
33 people with diabetes 
conducted for the Amer-
ican Journal of Clinical 
Nutrition, it was found 
that the keto diet had 
a 9% drop in HbA1c, or 
blood sugar levels, while 
the Mediterranean diet 
only resulted in a 7% 
drop.

While both diets 
showed a decrease in 
weight, the keto diet 
maintained a slight 
edge with an 8% drop in 
weight versus the keto 
diet’s 7%.

For cardiometabolic 
parameters, the keto diet 
saw a much larger drop 
in triglycerides, at 16%, 
while the Mediterranean 
diet only had a 5% drop.

However, the Medi-
terranean diet did have 
the edge on some met-
rics. For LDL cholesterol, 
often known as “bad” 
cholesterol, the keto 
diet had a 10% increase, 
while the Mediterranean 
diet had a 5% decrease. 
Also, those following the 
keto diet saw a drop in 
nutrients compared to 
those on the Mediter-
ranean diet and had a 
much lower intake of 
fiber.

In the keto diet, the 
goal is to reach “keto-
sis,” in which the body 
does not have enough 
carbs to burn for ener-
gy, so it begins to burn 
fat. It is quite restrictive, 
because a person must 
eat a high amount of 
protein and fat with an 
extremely low amount  

of carbohydrates.
The Mediterranean 

diet is often much sim-
pler to follow, as it is 

inspired by people who 
live near the sea. It 
mostly includes whole 
grains, fruits, vegetables 
and seafood, as well as 

olive oil.
©2022 The Atlanta  
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Keto vs. Mediterranean diet
Which is the best choice for diabetics?

Dreamstime / TNS
In a study of 33 people with diabetes conducted for the American Journal of
Clinical Nutrition, it was found that the keto diet had a 9% drop in HbA1c, or blood
sugar levels, while the Mediterranean diet only resulted in a 7% drop. 

By Gretchen McKay
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

NEW YORK — What are 
Americans hungry for?

If the recent Summer Fancy 
Food Show is a culinary 
barometer, a growing num-
ber of us want food that’s not 
just healthful and good for the 
planet, but also excites with 
adventurous, global flavors.

For instance: Like mush-
rooms? It might be time to 
start, because the fungi popped 
up as an ingredient in every-
thing from Muze’s sustainable 
vegan Ecuadorian chocolate to 
Popadelics’ flavored snacks to 
Bee Shepherd’s adaptogenic 
honey at the New York show, 
which took place June 12-14 at 
the Javits Center.

Or perhaps gut health is a 
major concern. No worries, 
because specialty food compa-
nies such as American Vinegar 
Works, with its small-batch, 
naturally fermented vine-
gars for cooking and cock-
tails, and Hidden Gem, which 
brews an antioxidant-rich, 
kombucha-like beverage from 
upcycled avocado seeds called 
Reveal Avocado Seed Brew, 
stand at the ready.

Brands reimagining clas-
sic dishes included The Great 
Knead, which debuted aller-
gen-free soft pretzel nuggets; 
Carbone Fine Food’s onion- 
and garlic-free marinara “del-
icato” sauce, geared toward 
those with digestion issues; 
and Michigan-based Nutcase 
Vegan Meats’s “meatloaf” 
made with quinoa, hemp seed, 
brown rice and nuts.

Top trends
With more people than ever 

happy to eat their vegeta-
bles, plant-based foods were 
among the show’s top trends, 
according to the Specialty Food 
Association, the trade group 
founded in 1952 that produces 
the event. Foods and beverag-
es with sustainable and eth-
ical characteristics were also 
on the trendspotter’s radar, 
along with alternative com-
fort foods, including Current 
Foods’ plant-based tuna and 
salmon (made from pea pro-
tein), pizza and pasta sauces, 
grown-up flavor twists (whis-
key-infused coffee or spar-
kling mocktails, anyone?), 
pepper sauces and global fla-
vors, such as Freshe’s ready-
to-eat gourmet fish meals in 
a can.

These trends even extend to 
baby food, with brands such as 
Kekoa Foods and Little Pickins 
making a splash. The former 
uses herbs, roots and spices 
to create its squeezable pouch 
purees in adventurous flavors 
like Curry Vegetable Mango 
and Beets, Fennel and Kale; 
the latter makes precooked, 
veggie-packed organic “meal 
bites” packaged with cute 
names like Broc N’ Roll and 
Love You, Tofu.

Some 1,800 exhibitors trot-
ted out emerging and newish 
specialty food products from 
around the world at the 66th 
show. The goal: to connect 
and promote their products 
to national and internation-
al buyers — often with a  
tasty sample.

The U.S. specialty food and 
beverage industry is big busi-
ness, hitting a whopping $175 
billion in sales in 2021, per the 
Specialty Foods Association. It 
covers everything from meat, 
seafood, cheese and refriger-
ated entrees to snack foods, 
baked goods, chocolate and 
other confectionery, and bev-
erages including coffee, water 
and hot chocolate.

The Italian pavilion, 
designed to take guests on a 
culinary tour through Italy via 
its 300 Italian companies, was 
especially spectacular. Along 
with live cooking shows, 
attendees were treated to sam-
ples of Parmigiano-Reggiano 
and thin slivers of prosciutto 
di Parma along with slices of 
pizza. There also were major 
displays from Japan, Moroc-
co, Australia, Mexico, Turkey, 
Poland, Korea and a host of 
other international exhibitors 
— 54 countries in all.

Representing Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh was well repre-

sented among the six State 
Pavilions, with five specialty 
food providers in the Penn-
sylvania exhibit. First-time 
attendee Jenny Lee Bakery (5 
Generation Bakers) offered 
samples of the ready-to-serve 
bread pudding the McKees 
Rocks bakery will unveil later 
this summer, while Manci-
ni’s — a Pittsburgh classic 
since 1926 — promoted its 
soon-to-retail spent grain 
beer buns (made with Voodoo 
Brewing Co. spent grain).

Other local products includ-
ed Sito’s Mediterranean 
dressing (served at Khali’s 
restaurant in Bloomfield), 
Robinson-based Smileycook-
ie.com (which makes per-
sonalized Smiley Cookies in 
custom colors and shapes for 
gifts and events), and Som-
erset’s Bumbleberry Farms, 
maker of hand-crafted honeys 
and spreads.

“It’s exciting to be back,” 

said owner Karen Mosholder, 
who started the honey compa-
ny in 2011 with 15 hives. She’s 
been coming to the show since 
2015. Making its debut was 
the company’s honey cream 
spreads in sweet orange car-
damom, chocolate raspberry 
and lemon-vanilla flavors. 
With so many sights, smells 
and new tastes across two lev-
els, “Everyone is in a great 
mood,” she said.

Upstairs on the more posh 
Level 3, attendees could check 
out Liokareas Olive Oil’s array 
of flavored Greek olive oils, 
kalamata olives and other 
Greek pantry items. Also dis-
played was the Bethel Park 
company’s award-winning Rx 
High Phenolic Extra-Virgin 
Olive Oil, billed as “Your Elixir 
for Life” because of its reput-
ed health benefits.

Nine notables
With only about eight hours 

on site, it was impossible for 
a reporter to see, and taste, 
everything. But a few items 
stood out. Here are a few that 
caught my eye.

Maple syrup that shim-
mers

Did the pandemic make 
you feel sad? The folks at 
Runamok Maple in Vermont 
found it did for them. So in 
2020, they decided to create 
a product that would bring 
joy and “make people smile 
during the darkest time,” said 
marketing manager Dan Rob-
bins — a syrup infused with 
sparkles. Within months, the 
maple syrup company’s glit-
tery Sparkle Syrup, made with 
pearlescent mica, was a top 
seller. Runamok also makes a 
limited-release Sparkle Tonic 
cocktail mixer that gives 
drinks a sweet shimmer.

Wavy pasta
Everyone cooking at home 

during COVID-19 jumpstarted 
growth in the pasta realm, but 
really, you can only eat so much 
spaghetti. Sfoglini came up 

with a new pasta shape it says 
maximizes the food’s sauce-, 
fork- and “toothsink”-ability. 
The curved, ruffled noodles 
created by Dan Pashman of 
“The Sporkful” food podcast 
are called Cascatelli (Italian 
for “waterfalls”), and took 
three years to formulate.

Funny teabags
More Americans than ever 

are drinking tea. We also adore 
political parody and satire. 
Noah Bleich combined the two 
with a line of organic and 
kosher tea packaged in whim-
sical parcels. The TeaBook’s 
collectible gallery of teabags 
features underrepresented 
communities’ historical and 
political figures, created by 
artists of diverse backgrounds. 
Seriously, who wouldn’t love 
a cup of Vincent Van Goghji 
Berry Tea or Ruth Bader Gin-
seng Lemon Green Tea?

Potato chips for wine 
drinkers

Wine is often served with 
cheese and crackers. How bor-
ing! Wine Chips bills itself 
as the one chip in the world 
specifically designed for wine. 
The premium lattice-cut chips 
come in flavors that include 
Smoked Gouda, Manchego, 
Blue Cheese, Serrano Cheddar 
and, for the really adventur-
ous, Spicy Calabrese.

Gum that’s good for you
Even before the pandem-

ic, Mathew Thalakotur had 
struggled to remember to take 
his vitamins. So the former 
brand manager for Beech-
Nut, Procter & Gamble and 
The Coca-Cola Company 
decided to turn his chewing 
gum habit into something 
that not only was “enjoy-
able, but with no guilt” but 
also good for you. In 2020, 
with help from food scientists 
and herbalists, he launched 
Seattle-based Mighty Gum. 
The immunity-supporting, 
sugar-free chewing gum is 
made with vitamins, zinc and 
the healing botanicals ash-

wagandha, elderberry and  
reishi mushroom.

Crunchy mushrooms
Fried snacks taste so good but 

we all know they’re also bad 
for you. Popadelics are crunchy 
shiitake mushroom caps 
“redesigned for the modern 
superfood snacker.” The bet-
ter-for-you chips are made by 
vacuum frying, a process that 
uses air pressure and hot oil to 
cook food at much lower tem-
peratures, preserving more of 
its color, nutrients and flavor. 
Even better, it’s female founded 
and owned, and purchases help 
fund charitable organizations 
and causes centered around 
health and wellness.

Fancy fish
If you like StarKist Pouches 

for lunch, you’re really going 
to love Fresche’s gourmet 
tuna and salmon meals. The 
sustainably sourced proteins 
from Portugal come ready to 
eat in colorful, palm-sized 
tins, infused with savory herbs 
and spices. Varieties include 
Sicilian Caponata, Thai Srira-
cha Tuna and Moroccan Tag-
ine Salmon.

Mood-altering drinks
Feeling stressed? “Glide” 

green tea from The Hemp
Division will help you chill. 
It combines monk fruit with 
a body-relaxing, mood-ele-
vating infusion of CBD hemp
extract.

Plant-based noodles
As a parent to someone with

celiac disease, I’m always on
the lookout for gluten-free
noodles. Caloless Noodle Zero 
pasta is made from something 
I had never heard of — kon-
jac glucomannan powder, a 
dietary fiber made from the 
root of the konjac plant. Low-
cal and low-carb, they come 
precooked and ready to go;
just rinse and add to your 
favorite sauce, soup or stir-
fry. They come in chili, beef 
and seafood flavors.

©2022 the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. 
Distributed by  

New tastes and trends Summer Fancy Food Show in
NYC puts cuisine on display
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SEC commissioner has honest 
answers at conference’s media day

‘WE’RE ALREADY 
A SUPERLEAGUE’

Curtis Compton/The Atlanta Journal-Constitution/TNS
SEC Commissioner Greg Sankey holds his opening press conference to begin SEC Media 
Days at the College Football Hall of Fame on Monday in Atlanta.

By Chip Towers
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

Will there be further 
expansion of the 
SEC? Perhaps. Will 

Oklahoma and Texas join the 
league early. Dunno. What’s 
the solution to competitive 
equity with the advent of 
NIL? Not sure but working 
on it. Will the College 
Football Playoffs expand? 
Maybe, eventually.

That paragraph could duly 
but not entirely accurately 
sum up Commissioner Greg 
Sankey’s remarks to open 
SEC Football Media Days at 
the College Football Hall of 
Fame on Monday. Nothing 
definitive.

As they were delivered, 
though, Sankey’s words 
were profound and well 
summarized where the game 
is at the onset of the 2022 
football season – in flux.

Sankey’s opening remarks 
and answers to the many 
far-reaching questions that 
came his way on Day 1 of 
the SEC’s annual preseason 
convention were more 
honest than evasive. There 
simply are too many moving 
parts now to pronounce 
anything definite.

“We’re dealing with 
complex problems that won’t 
be solved with complaints, 
by accusations, by finger-
pointing, by offering simple 
solutions,” Sankey said. 
“What is needed now is 
collaboration, deep thinking 
about real-world solutions 
with everyone participating 
in the conversation.”

The chief takeaway 
Monday was that Sankey is 
quite content with where 
the SEC is at the moment. 
The league will expand to 16 
teams with the addition of 
Oklahoma and Texas from 
the Big 12 Conference in July 
2025, if not earlier.

Sankey referred to the 
SEC as “a superleague” and 
said he felt that way before 
and after the Big Ten added 
UCLA and Southern Cal to 
expand its membership to 16 
on June 30.

“We’re comfortable at 
16,” Sankey said during 
a question-and-answer 
session with a few hundred 
sports journalists in the 
main hall of the Hall of 
Fame in downtown Atlanta. 
“There’s no sense of 
urgency; there’s no sense 
of panic. We’re not just 
shooting for a number of 
affiliations that make us 
better. Could they be out 
there? I’d never say they 
aren’t, and I’d never say 
they are.”

The truly intriguing part 
of Sankey’s 40-minute 
appearance, televised live 
on the SEC Network, was 
his admission that the SEC 
is actively fielding inquiries 

from other teams from 
other conferences about the 
possibility of joining the SEC. 
In the immediate aftermath 
of the Big Ten’s expansion 
news came reports that 
Clemson, Florida State, 
North Carolina, Virginia 
and Virginia Tech might be 
interested in jumping ship to 
the SEC.

Sankey would not confirm 
which teams he has or 
has not heard from, only 
that many out there are 
considering options. Like 
last summer, when Sankey 
said he was approached 
by Oklahoma and Texas, 
Sankey said he owes it to the 
membership to listen.

“We’re attentive. We’re 
engaged in conversations,” 
Sankey said. “The great 
news for the Southeastern 
Conference is that people 
call and say, ‘Hey, you’re 
doing something really 
special, and they kind of hint 
around the edges.’ But, as 
I’ve said, we know who we 
are. We’re confident in our 
success. We’re really looking 
forward to the expansion 
of 16 teams and don’t feel 
pressure to just operate at 
a number. But we’ll watch 
what happens around us and 
be thoughtful.”

There does, however, seem 
to be an inevitability that 
conference realignment will 
continue nationwide.

“It’s left a lot of internal 
conversations about where 
do we go, I understand 
that,” said LSU coach 
Brian Kelly, who left Notre 
Dame after last season. 
“There’s the question about 
Notre Dame, what do they 
do? Maybe they’re better 
positioned than some. 
It’s musical chairs, and 
there’s not enough chairs 
for everybody. That’s the 
current state of college 
football.”

Sankey hinted the league is 
not interested in necessarily 
expanding its geographic 
footprint. With their recent 
membership expanding 
with other Power Five teams 
or “Autonomous Five,” 
the Big Ten and the SEC 
have asserted themselves 
as college football’s power 
brokers. Speculation 
continues that those two 
conferences could break 
away from the NCAA to form 
a sort of “superleague.”

Sankey scoffed somewhat 
at that prospect. He 
enumerated in his opening 
remarks the SEC’s consistent 
domination of college 
football’s competitive 
landscape. With Georgia’s 
national title secured in 
January, the league has 
won three consecutive CFP 
championships. He also 
pointed out the run of four 
straight titles from 2007-

2010 and six different teams 
claiming championships.

“So, I’m not trying to be 
a smart-aleck guy, but we 
ARE a superleague,” Sankey 
said. He also mentioned the 
SEC’s current configuration 
of having schools located in 
“contiguous states.”

In addition to keeping the 
SEC as is, Sankey said it is 
fine with keeping the playoff 
format at four teams. Twice 
in the last four years the 
final has included a pair of 
conference affiliates.

But he has been outspoken 
in his support of a 12-team 
playoff that would include 
six “conference qualifiers” 
and six at-large selections. 
However, that format 
was shelved at the NCAA 
summit with other league’s 
dissenting.

“I walked out of that 
meeting much more positive 
about the path forward than 
when I walked in,” Sankey 
said. “There’s a lot of work 
to do. We have time, and 
we’ll use it.”

Managing Name, Image 
and Likeness and the issues 
that have come with it 
– some expected, others 
unexpected – is even more 
complicated. Like most 
everyone in the sport, 
he believes it has to be 
regulated, whether that’s at 
a state law or NCAA level.

“We’ve allowed it to enter 
the recruiting space in a 
really weird way, and that 
needs to be healthier than it 
is right now,” Sankey said. 
“We need an enforceable 
standard.”

Still to be decided is 
the scheduling format for 
a 16-team SEC. Sankey 
allowed that coaches and 
administrators favor a one-
division, three-permanent-
rivals format but that many 
details still needed to be 
worked out. A nine-game 
schedule represents the best 
solution.

“There are limits on the 
number of options available 
for three permanent 
opponents based on the 
number of games; nine 
makes that more practical,” 
Sankey said. “I had two 
points when we expanded 
that I wanted to be front 
and center: One is that we 
engage in blue-sky thinking, 
let’s look at the big picture. 
The second is that we rotate 
teams through campus 
as frequently as possible 
so we don’t go 12 years 
between visits. Those two 
have guided us. That last 
one relates to the number 
of games, permanent 
opponents and how many 
times you can move people 
that cleanly.”
©2022 The Atlanta Journal-Constitution. 
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Terrence Antonio James/Chicago Tribune/TNS
Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot, left, greets NASCAR driver Bubba 
Wallace at Cityfront Plaza in Chicago on Tuesday during a press 
event to announce that NASCAR will hold races on the streets of 
downtown Chicago over the next several years. Wallace’s racing 
team is funded by former Chicago Bulls superstar Michael Jordan. 

By Robert Channick
Chicago Tribune

CHICAGO — Imagine cars 
racing down Lake Shore Drive 
at 130 mph, burning rubber on 
South Michigan Avenue and 
jockeying for position bumper-
to-bumper on Balbo Drive. 
Welcome to the new rush hour 
in Chicago.

The city announced Tuesday 
it will transform the Grant Park 
environs into the first-ever 
NASCAR street race for a week-
end next summer. The televised 
Cup Series event will feature a 
12-turn, 2.2 mile-course, with 
top NASCAR drivers weaving 
through the park on closed-off 
streets lined with temporary 
fences, grandstands and what 
promoters hope will be thou-
sands of fans.

“This is actually going to be 
our first race on a street course 
in our 75-year history,” said 
Ben Kennedy, NASCAR senior 
vice president of racing devel-
opment and strategy. “I think 
it’s going to be a very unique 
course.”

The NASCAR race is set to 
take place on Sunday, July 2, 
with plans for a separate sports 
car race scheduled for July 1. 
The Chicago Street Race will 
also feature music and enter-
tainment in an effort to attract 
attendees to Grant Park and 
much-needed hospitality and 
tourism revenue to the city.

NASCAR, which is promoting 
the event, selling the tickets 
and building the track, will pay 
rental fees to the Chicago Park 
District for the use of Grant 
Park, but terms of the agree-
ment with the city were not 
disclosed.

“Chicago’s streets are as 
iconic as our skyline and our 
reputation as a world class 
sports city is indisputable,” 
Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot 
said in a news release. “I am 
thrilled to welcome our part-
ners at NASCAR to Chicago for 
an event that will attract thou-
sands of people to our city.”

While the street course has 
been tested in simulations, the 
proposed length of the race has 
yet to be determined, Kennedy 
said.

The Chicago Street Race is 
slated to be one of 36 events in 
the NASCAR Cup Series, which 
stretches from February to 
November and includes such 
well-known races as the Day-
tona 500 and newcomers such 
the Enjoy Illinois 300, which 
held its first NASCAR event last 
month at a track just outside 
St. Louis.

Most NASCAR tracks range 
from a quarter-mile to 2 1/2-
mile banked ovals, but the 
Florida-based sanctioning 
body for stock car racing holds 
several events at road cours-
es, including Road America in 
Elkhart Lake, Wis., which host-
ed a Cup Series race July 3. That 
track will be bumped from the 
NASCAR Cup Series next sum-
mer to make way for the Chi-
cago event.

The proposed Chicago course 
will start on Columbus Drive in 
front of Buckingham Fountain, 
an area that will also serve as 
pit road. From there, drivers 
will go south to Balbo Drive and 
then jog east toward Jean Bap-
tiste Point DuSable Lake Shore 
Drive. Heading south along the 
lake, drivers will turn west on 
Roosevelt Road, working back 
north on Columbus Drive in 
a rough figure eight that will 
take in a piece of South Michi-
gan Avenue before reaching the 
start/finish line.

Chase Elliott, Ryan Blaney, 
Daniel Suárez and other top 
NASCAR drivers are expected to 

compete in Chicago. Their race
cars, which can hit 200 miles
per hour, will likely top out
at a much lower speed on the
Chicago street course, Kennedy
said.

“We’re still running simula-
tions to figure that out,” Ken-
nedy said. “I would guess in the
neighborhood of 120-plus or so
at top speed. And then on the
low end, we’ll probably be sim-
ilar to the speed of cars going
around Grant Park right now.”

The streets will be closed to
traffic for an indeterminate
length of time before, during
and after the race, Kennedy
said.

While barriers will be erected
to keep drivers and spectators
safe, the extent of the street
closings during the race has not
been disclosed.

“We’re going to try to leave a
majority of the streets open as
long as we can,” Kennedy said.
“A lot of the construction will
only happen overnight. So the
walls and fencing will kind of
go in probably down the streets
ahead of time. And then they’ll
wait until the last minute to
close off the corners.”

The most dangerous lap may
well take place Tuesday after-
noon, when NASCAR driver
Bubba Wallace navigates the
course in real Chicago traffic,
led by a police escort.

This is not the first NASCAR
race to be held in Chicago, nor
the first time the city aspired
to turn Lake Shore Drive into a
race course.

Soldier Field hosted a NASCAR
Cup Series race in July 1956. A
quarter century later, an ambi-
tious plan by then-Mayor Jane
Byrne to hold a Formula One
race on Lake Shore Drive in the
summer of 1981 never made it
to the starting line.

This time, the course will
stay north of Soldier Field and
south of the infamous S-curve
on Lake Shore Drive.

The Chicago area has been
home to the NASCAR circuit in
recent years, with Chicagoland
Speedway in Joliet track hosting
a number of races since open-
ing in 2001. But the 1.5-mile
oval has essentially been idled
since it was acquired in 2019 by
NASCAR as part of a $2 billion
merger agreement with Inter-
national Speedway Corp.

Most recently, the track has
been used as a parking lot for
thousands of Ford SUVs built at
the Chicago Assembly Plant and
awaiting computer chips during
the ongoing global semicon-
ductor shortage that has dis-
rupted auto production.

Kennedy said NASCAR will
bring racing back to Chicago-
land Speedway at some point,
but declined to give a specific
timeline.

Chicago Tourism has been
hard hit and slow to recover
from the pandemic, with the
city hosting 30.7 million visitors
last year, up 86% over 2020,
but still far below pre-pan-
demic years, when the city reg-
ularly welcomed more than 50
million visitors annually. Hotel
occupancy has picked up this
summer, and the city is hop-
ing to see tourism return to
pre-pandemic levels by 2024.

Major events such as the
NFL draft and the Lollapalooza
summer music festival, which
is held annually in Grant Park,
can significantly boost tourism
numbers and bring millions
of dollars in economic impact
to the city. Whether holding
a NASCAR race on city streets
around Grant Park does the
same remains to be seen.
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Chicago to host first-ever  
NASCAR street race in 2023


