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Walz on tour

Gov. Tim Walz talks with St. Cloud Mayor Dave Kleis, Police Chief Blair Anderson and Fire Chief Matt Love
during a public safety roundtable meeting Thursday at St. Cloud City Hall.
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Governor stops in St. Cloud as part of public safety plan

Imani Cruzen st. Cloud Times | USA TODAY NETWORK

ov. Tim Walz made a stop Thursday

in St. Cloud on his statewide public

safety tour and held a roundtable

discussion focused on his $300
million public safety plan. e Under the Walz-
Flanagan budget, St. Cloud would receive
around $1.2 million per year for the next three
years for public safety. @ Walz and Minnesota
Department of Public Safety Commissioner
John Harrington met with St. Cloud Mayor
Dave Kleis, St. Cloud Police Chief Blair Ander-
son and St. Cloud Fire Department Chief Mat-
thew Love to discuss attracting and retaining
law enforcement officers, community engage-
ment and supporting youth programs and co-
responder programs. e Recruitment and reten-
tion of law enforcement officers is essential
right now, Anderson said. e “We opened last
month and we left our process open for two
weeks as is required. We had 10 spots, we got
30 applications. In my tenure as an adminis-
trator, I've had to screen typically 100 people to
get one that will make it all the way through the
process,” Anderson said.

See SAFETY, Page 2A

St. Cloud Mayor Dave Kleis talks with Governor Tim
Walz during a public safety roundtable meeting
Thursday.

Gov. Tim Walz talks with St. Cloud Mayor Dave
Kleis, Police Chief Blair Anderson, Fire Chief Matt
Love and state Public Safety Commissioner John
Harrington during a meeting Thursday.

3M joins others in suspending
Russian business operations

ASSOCIATED PRESS

MAPLEWOOD - 3M is joining the growing list of
multinational companies that have suspended busi-
ness operations in Russia following its invasion of Uk-
raine.

The Maplewood-based company has a corporate
office in Moscow and two production plants in the
country.

3M’s announcement comes as companies across a
variety of industries have suspended some or all of
their Russian operations in recent days, including Mc-

Donald’s, Exxon-Mobil, General Electric and Netflix.

3M, which manufactures consumer goods and
operates in the fields of health care, worker safety
and other categories, also joins its competitor, Hon-
eywell, which said this week it had “suspended sub-
stantially all of our sales, distribution and service
activities in Russia and Belarus,” which has aided
Russia’s invasion.

Polaris, the Medina-based vehicle maker, is
among the Minnesota companies that have halted
sales or exports to Russia in response to the inva-
sion.

Teachers say
kids aren’t all
okay, need

more support

Amy Forliti
ASSOCIATED PRESS

MINNEAPOLIS - Teachers in Minneapolis say
they’ve noticed more kids with anxiety and depres-
sion. One school counselor says she’s seen more
fights and drug use. Some kids tell parents they're
frustrated — because learning stops when teachers
have to deal with disruptive students in class.

Increased mental health services for students in
Minneapolis, where the problems of the COVID-19
pandemic were compounded by the trauma of
George Floyd’s killing, is a key issue for the more than
4,500 educators and support staff who were on strike
for a second day Wednesday.

“These kids have been through hell,” said Erika
Brask, who has a daughter in the district. And of the
teachers, she said: “What we have expected of them
is not sustainable.

“Because there’s not enough mental health sup-
port in schools the teachers have to deal with it, and
the kids are the ones who suffer,” she said.

The union is seeking reduced caseloads for special
education teachers, school psychologists, social
workers and counselors. It’s also seeking increased
reserves of special education aides and others to help
teachers.

Ben Polk, a special education aide, said he deals
with understaffing every day.

Polk said he is typically assigned to assist two to
three students in a classroom with “very high behav-
ioral needs.” Because there aren’t enough aides to
help other students who need support, he often
winds up helping six or seven in a classroom of 35.

“That’s not possible for one person to do,” he said.
“It’s crowded, everyone suffers. ... It’s too intense an
environment for the teacher to really do their job and
the kids to get the education they’re entitled to.”

Superintendent Ed Graff has acknowledged chil-
dren and teachers need more mental health support.
The district said it is spending some of nearly $90
million in federal COVID-19-relief funding on mental
health.

But Graff has said the teachers’ requests — which
also include higher wages — would cost roughly $166
million annually beyond what’s currently budgeted.

See STRIKE, Page 2A
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TODAY IN HISTORY

Today is Friday, March 11, the 70th
day of 2022. There are 295 days left
in the year. On this date in:

1862: During the Civil War, President
Abraham Lincoln removed Gen.
George B. McClellan as general-in-
chief of the Union armies, leaving
him in command of the Army of the
Potomac, a post McClellan also end-
ed up losing.

1918: What were believed to be the
first confirmed U.S. cases of a deadly
global flu pandemic were reported
among U.S. Army soldiers stationed
at Fort Riley, Kansas; 46 soldiers
would die. (The worldwide outbreak
of influenza claimed 20 million to 40
million lives.)

1941: President Franklin D. Roosevelt
signed the Lend-Lease Bill, providing
war supplies to countries fighting
the Axis.

Safety

Continued from Page 1A

Public safety will not be compro-
mised if someone calls 911, but if people
are leaving law enforcement or firefight-
ing professions or not joining them,
community outreach will be lost, Kleis
said.

“But here’s the real one - Minnesota’s
folks seeking unemployment, who are
unemployed, is the lowest since 2000
and so this is going to be a challenge,”
Walz said.

Anderson also emphasized support-
ing co-responder programs, which pair
mental health professionals with police
officers while responding to calls.

The discussion followed recent pub-
lic safety meetings Walz and Lt. Gov.
Peggy Flanagan have had with commu-
nity leaders in Stillwater, St. Louis Park,
Duluth, Brooklyn Park, Eagan and North
Minneapolis.

Walz also visited Jule's Bistro and ILT
Studios in St. Cloud after the roundtable
discussion.

Gov. Tim Walz talks with St. Cloud Mayor Dave Kleis, Police Chief Blair Anderson
and Fire Chief Matt Love during a public safety roundtable meeting Thursday,
March 10, 2022, at St. Cloud City Hall. DAVE SCHWARZ/DSCHWARZ@STCLOUDTIMES.COM

Twin Cities teachers including MFT, Minneapolis Federation of Teachers Local 59, and ESP, Education Support
Professionals, rallied at the Minnesota State Capitol, Wednesday in St. Paul. GLEN STUBBE, STAR TRIBUNE /AP

Strike

Continued from Page 1A

He said the district has a $26 million
budget shortfall for next year.

“We have all these priorities that we
want to have happen. And we don’t have
the resources. And someone’s got to be
able to say, Tm sorry, [can’'t doit, ” Graff
has said.

At least 2,000 Minneapolis teachers,
staffers and supporters bundled up for a
rally outside the state Capitol on
Wednesday. Speakers demanded that
the state tap its $9.25 billion surplus to
increase school funding.

Kelsey Clark, a school counselor at
South High School and a member of the
bargaining team, said her school has
five counselors, each with a caseload of
about 300 to 350 students — a ratio she
said was lower than most. She said hav-
ing a mental health support team - in-
cluding social workers and psycholo-
gists — is vital for all schools.

“Over this year and the past few years
there have been so many things in the
world - the pandemic that is still hap-
pening, us going to distance learning,”
said Clark, whose school is near the site
of Floyd’s murder. “There have been so
many deaths due toracial incidents, due
to COVID, that have just had a traumatic
impact on students.”

She said she has seen rising cases of
anxiety and depression, more violence
and more drug use. Two weeks ago, she
was the first adult called to help after a
student passed out due to drugs. Anoth-
er student came to her office and broke
down, saying they couldn’t concentrate
due to anxiety and stress.

“In the past our mental health team

Marcia Howard, a teacher at Roosevelt High School, spoke at the rally as Twin
Cities teachers including MFT, Minneapolis Federation of Teachers Local 59, and
ESP, Education Support Professionals, gathered at the Minnesota State Capitol,

Wednesday. GLEN STUBBE, STAR TRIBUNE /AP

would do presentations and do grade-
level assemblies about different things,
whether it’s consent or offering re-
sources,” she said. “We haven’t been
able to do things in that way. The last as-
sembly we did try and have, a fight
broke out.”

She said a lower counselor-to-stu-
dent ratio would allow staff to head off
potential problems.

Brask said her elementary-age
daughter has anxiety and sensory proc-
essing disorder that can make it hard for
her to concentrate if it’s noisy. Some-
times she’ll fidget, and sometimes she
just becomes overwhelmed and can
shut down. Her daughter often needs

extra support, she said.

She worked out a plan for her daugh-
ter to have a standing time to see the
school social worker, but the meeting
sometimes doesn’t happen if the social
worker has to deal with a crisis, Brask
said.

And when students are disruptive in
class, it can affect her daughter — but the
teachers take the brunt of it, she said.

“Unless they have kids in the district
and know what is going on, people have
no idea how hard these teachers work to
compensate for the lack of support they
receive from the district,” she said.
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Man charged In connection
to Tuesday's shooting in Avon

Times staff report

A man suspected to have been in-
volved in the Tuesday shooting in
Avon has been charged.

Grant Alexander Monaghan, 20, of
St. Cloud, has been charged with aid-
ing and abetting an aggravated rob-
bery with a firearm as well as aiding
and abetting assault, both felonies.

According to a criminal complaint
filed in Stearns County District Court,
after an investigation following the
Tuesday shooting in Avon, law en-

forcement determined Monaghan was
driving the vehicle in which the man
was shot.

Monaghan turned himself in and
identified the suspected shooter. Law
enforcement is continuing to investi-
gate, and that individual has not been
charged, according to the Stearns Coun-
ty Attorney's Office.

The complaint said Monaghan was
helping the suspected shooter sell an
untraceable firearm. The pair drove
from St. Cloud to Avon to meet with the
individual who was shot, who was a po-

tential buyer, according to the com-
plaint.

After taking the money, the suspect-
ed shooter shot the buyer once in the
chest and told Monaghan to drive, Mon-
aghan told police.

Law enforcement found evidence of
interactions between Monaghan and
the person who was shot before the
shooting, and also found evidence in the
car of a bullet path consistent with
someone in the front passenger seat fir-
ing toward the rear passenger seat, the
complaint said.

Masks, vaccine proof no longer required at
some Central Minnesota arts organizations

Times staff report

The Paramount Center for the Arts,
GREAT Theatre, the College of St. Ben-
edict/St. John's University fine arts
programs and St. Cloud Symphony Or-
chestra will no longer require masks
and proof of vaccination or negative

COVID-19 tests.

Masks will continue to be strongly
recommended, the organizations an-
nounced Wednesday.

The changes begin at Paramount
Center for the Arts on Friday, at CSB/
SJU fine art series events March 18, at
GREAT Theatre March 21 and at the St.

Cloud Symphony April 22.

Policies may be adjusted to meet con-
tractual agreements, mitigate risk and
keep events going as plannede.

The organizations will continue to re-
fer to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention and medical experts.

16-year-old dies in fatal crash Tuesday in St. Cloud

Times staff report

ST. CLOUD — A 16-year-old St. Cloud
resident died in a crash Tuesday after
two vehicles collided in the 3000 block
of Stearns County Road 74.

St. Cloud police officers were dis-
patched at 9:21 p.m. to the crash where
the 16-year-old was pronounced dead at

the scene. Mayo Ambulance assisted
with medical care and the St. Cloud Fire
Department extricated a passenger
from one of the vehicles.

The 16-year-old was a passenger in a
vehicle traveling south on County Road
74 when it collided with a northbound
vehicle.

The 17-year-old driver of the south-

bound vehicle, who is also from St.
Cloud, was transported to the hospital
with serious but non-life-threatening
injuries.

The 18-year-old driver of the north-
bound vehicle and the 19- and 20-year-
old passengers, all from St. Cloud,
were transported to the hospital with
minor injuries.

Perryman
announces
run for
District
I4A seat

Times staff report

Bernie Perryman announced her run
as a Republican candidates for the Dis-
trict14A seat in the Minnesota House of
Representatives Wednesday.

The seat is currently held by Rep. Ta-
ma Theis, R-St. Cloud, who was elected
in 2013 and is serving her fifth term.
The general election will be Nov. 8.

District 14A includes western St.
Cloud, Waite Park and St. Augusta.

Perryman owns and is CEO of two
Batteries Plus stores in
St. Cloud and Sauk Rap-
ids and previously man-
aged C and L Distribut-
ing in Sauk Rapids. Per-
ryman is the current St.
Cloud Chamber of Com-
merce chair and a St.
Cloud City Economic
Development Authority commissioner.

Perryman is also a member of the
Greater St. Cloud Public Safety Foun-
dation Board and has worked with the
COP House. She is a 2019 Central Min-
nesota Community Foundation Athena
Award recipient and has been involved
with local groups that include Central
Minnesota Habitat for Humanity and
United Way of Central Minnesota.

“My priorities are to address Minne-
sota's growing crime problem by sup-
porting our law enforcement and hold-
ing criminals accountable, ending the
unfair tax on our seniors' social security
benefits, and returning the $9.3 billion
surplus to taxpayers through major tax
cuts,” Perryman said

Perryman
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Philippines
would back
US in war

ASSOCIATED PRESS

MANILA, Philippines — The Philip-
pine president is ready to open the
country’s “facilities” to American
forces under a 1951 mutual defense
treaty if Russia’s war against Ukraine
turns for the worse and embroils the
United States in the fighting, Manila’s
ambassador to Washington said
Thursday.

Ambassador Jose Manuel Romual-
dez said President Rodrigo Duterte
made the remarks in a recent meeting
in Manila where the president also ex-
pressed concern over the global eco-
nomic impact of the unfolding crisis.
The Philippines has condemned the
invasion and voted yes on a U.N. Gen-
eral Assembly resolution that de-
manded an immediate halt to Mos-
cow’s attack and the withdrawal of all
Russian troops from Ukraine.

Duterte, whose stormy six-year
term ends in June, has nurtured closer
ties with Russian President Vladimir
Putin and Chinese leader Xi Jinping
while often criticizing U.S. security
policies in the first years of his presi-
dency.

But Romualdez said Duterte told
him that that the Russian invasion was
wrong.

“He says if they're asking for the
support of the Philippines, it's very
clear that, of course, if push comes to
shove, the Philippines will be ready to
be part of the effort, especially if this
Ukrainian crisis spills over to the Asian
region,” Romualdez said in an online
briefing with Manila-based journal-
ists. “Give them the assurance that if
ever needed, the Philippines is ready
to offer whatever facilities or whatever
things that the United States will need
being a major — our number one ally.”

Colleges ax partnerships,
financial ties with Russia

But students already
in US receive support

Collin Binkley
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Colleges across the U.S. are pulling
students from study abroad programs
in Russia, ending research partner-
ships and cutting financial ties as part
of a global wave of condemnation over
the invasion of Ukraine.

At the same time, colleges have
promised to support Russian students
on their campuses, opposing calls
from a few in Congress to remove them
from the country as a sanction against
their homeland.

The moves are mostly symbolic;
U.S. colleges have little power to sway
Russia or squeeze its finances, and ac-
ademic exchange between the nations
has always been meager. But the sug-
gestion that some or all Russian stu-
dents should forfeit the opportunity to
study here has drawn new attention to
the role of universities in global dis-
putes.

Last academic year, U.S. colleges
hosted nearly 5,000 students from
Russia, less than1% of all international
students. Advocates for international
education say losing those students
would forgo a chance to expose them
to western ideals, and they say Rus-
sians who choose to study in America
are already more likely to want change
back home.

“Leaders need to make a distinction
between Putin and Russian people
who want a better life,” said Jill Welch,
a senior adviser for the Presidents’ Al-
liance on Higher Education and Immi-
gration, a coalition of university presi-
dents. “Sending anyone back wouldn’t

Citing safety concerns, Middlebury College in Vermont suspended a study
abroad program in Russia at the end of February, urging the 12 students to
return home, including Zavier Ridgley. ZAVIER RIDGLEY VIA AP

shorten any war by a day.”

Some in Congress have pushed for vi-
sa restrictions against Russian stu-
dents. Speaking on CNN last month,
Rep. Eric Swalwell, D-Calif., said the
U.S. should consider “kicking every
Russian student out of the United
States” as a way to stir backlash against
Vladimir Putin in Russia.

The idea has gained little support in
Washington, but the White House later
suggested that its separate sanctions
against Russian oligarchs are partly in-
tended to block access to U.S. universi-
ties.

College leaders aren’t fighting the
idea that oligarchs and their children
should lose access to American educa-
tion. But wider action against Russian
students would carry echoes of Amer-
ica’s discrimination toward Japanese

and German immigrants during World
War II, advocates say.

“In our country, we do not punish
children for the crimes of their parents,”
said Barbara Snyder, president of the
Association of American Universities
and a former president of Case Western
Reserve University.

Middlebury College in Vermont sus-
pended a study abroad program in Rus-
sia at the end of February citing safety
concerns, urging the 12 students to re-
turn home. Among them was Zavier
Ridgley, who was studying in Moscow
when he was told to book a flight home
quickly. The 22-year-old Tulane Univer-
sity senior said he respects the decision,
but was disappointed.

Several states have told colleges to
cut investments with Russia, including
Colorado, Virginia, Ohio and Arizona.
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Experts: No imminent
danger at closed plant

Seth Borenstein
ASSOCIATED PRESS

When fighting from Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine resulted in power cuts to the
critical cooling system at the closed
Chernobyl nuclear power plant, some
feared that spent nuclear fuel would
overheat. But nuclear experts say
there’s no imminent danger because
time and physics are on safety’s side.

Because the fuel rods have been cool-
ing for more than 20 years already, it is
not a situation like the 2011 Fukushima
nuclear disaster or even like the original
Chernobyl meltdown nearly 36 years
ago, several nuclear energy experts told
The Associated Press.

The International Atomic Energy
Agency also said it “sees no critical im-
pact on safety” at the plant, which was
the site of the world’s worst nuclear ac-
cident in April 1986.

What happened in recent days?

Ukrainian electrical grid operator Uk-
renergo said power was cut to all Cher-
nobyl facilities and the diesel generators
have fuel for 48 hours. Without power,
the “parameters of nuclear and radia-
tion safety” cannot be controlled, it said.

Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro
Kuleba said the plant, which was occu-
pied by Russian forces earlier in the in-
vasion, “lost all electric supply,” and he
called on the international community
“to urgently demand Russia to cease fire
and allow repair units to restore power

supply.”

What was the biggest fear in the
latest crisis?

The Chernobyl plant, which closed in
2000, has fuel rods containing 500
pounds of uranium, and they are sub-
merged in water at least 49 feet deep,
with an active cooling system, said
Frank von Hippel, a Princeton Univer-
sity physicist who co-founded the Pro-
gram on Science and Global Security.
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What's going on at Chernobyl?

The International Atomic Energy Agency said it saw no critical impact on safety
at the closed Chernobyl nuclear power plant. EFREM LUKATSKY/AP FILE

The general worry was that the pow-
er outage would cause the cooling sys-
tem’s backup generators to stop, the ra-
dioactive fuel rods would heat up and
boil away the water that also helps cool
them, raising the temperature to 1,470
degrees Fahrenheit, and causing a fire.

But that’s “pretty unlikely in the situ-
ation because the fuel is so cool,” said
Edwin Lyman, nuclear power safety di-
rector at the Union of Concerned Scien-
tists.

Even that improbable worst-case
scenario would take “weeks to months”
for the 2,000 fuel assembly pieces in the
Chernobyl deep water pool to boil away,
added von Hippel.

Such heating would be “very slow-
moving, if it ever gets there,” he said,
calculating that it would take “about 40
days for the pool to dry out.”

In normal circumstances, cooling
fuel rods lose a massive amount of ener-
gy and radioactivity — by a factor of 10 —
every seven days, said Patrick Regan,
nuclear physics professor at the Univer-
sity of Surrey. He said the current sce-
nario wasn’'t like the 1986 Chernobyl
meltdown or the disaster at the Fukush-
ima plant with fuel rods so fresh and hot
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“that you need to keep water flowing
through continually.”

After the Fukushima disaster, which
was caused by an earthquake and tsu-
nami, the Ukrainian government com-
missioned a study to look at the melt-
down potential from power loss to the
cooling of rods. The study found that it
wouldn’t be possible for the cooling wa-
ter to reach boiling temperature and the
fuel rods would not be uncovered to
start a real meltdown, Lyman said.

The physics of cooling fuel rods

When fuel rods are spent after gener-
ating power, they still have lots of inter-
nal radioactivity and are still hot. Inter-
nal radioactive decay gives off heat and
remains in the fuel rods for tens of thou-
sands of years, so they can get hotter
unless something is done to cool them,
Regan said.

The rods are put in cooling pools or
ponds where both water and an active
electric-powered system cools them
with a heat exchange pump.

“As soon as you stop the coolant, as
soon as you stop the mechanism for tak-
ing the heat off, it (temperature) will in-

crease,” Regan said.

Eventually in most plants, the radio-
activity and heat subsides enough that
it could eventually switch from water
cooling to air cooling.

No immediate danger seen

The Swedish Radiation Safety Au-
thority estimates that a power outage at
Chernobyl will not lead to any radiologi-
cal emissions in the next couple weeks.

“The fuel storage ponds are also very
deep and would likely take weeks for the
water to boil down, even without cool-
ing pumps active. This should hopefully
allow enough time for the power to cool-
ing systems to be restored,” said Mark
Wenman, a nuclear energy expert at Im-
perial College London.

The IAEA, which is the U.N. nuclear
watchdog based in Vienna, said it saw
no critical impact on safety at Cherno-
byl because there could be “effective
heat removal without need for electrical
supply” from spent nuclear fuel at the
site.

Lyman and others said they were
more concerned about potential dam-
age to cooling systems and other prob-
lems at Ukraine’s four other operating
nuclear power plants, rather than at the
defunct Chernobyl site. In 2017, Cherno-
byl got a new 2 billion euro containment
system to go over the old sarcophagus.

Other concerns

The post-Fukushima study did raise
issues about hydrogen gas being gener-
ated and pooling from the cooling proc-
ess, which is removed with an electronic
system, Lyman said. The concern is that
the explosive gas may pool more with-
out the venting system and lead to dan-
gers, including sparks when electricity
is turned back on if it ever stops.

Another issue is that lack of electric-
ity means the IAEA’'s monitoring sys-
tem, for safety and security, will be
blinded, Lyman said.

“It’s not just the cooling to the pools,
but all the off-site radiation monitoring
systems have been lost,” Lyman said.
“The IAEA doesn’t have cameras any-
more.”
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Refugees leave almost everything

As they flee, Ukrainians
carry cherished items

Kim Hjelmgaard, Katelyn Ferral
and Jessica Koscielniak
USA TODAY

CHELM, Poland - The things they
carry: small pillows with embroidered
flowers, mottled, well-loved teddy
bears, pets, a water polo swimsuit, qui-
etly controlled worry, and invisible, ach-
ing absence.

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has
caused the fastest-growing refugee cri-
sis in Europe since World War II, accord-
ing to the United Nations high commis-
sioner for refugees.

More than 2 million people have fled
Ukraine, the majority of whom, like 22-
year-old Olana Newrzhycka, have been
transiting through train stations in tidy,
modest provincial towns such as Chelm,
in southeastern Poland, that dot the
border.

After arriving in Chelm on Monday
night, Newrzhycka was resting her head
on a pillar in a corner of the station and
scrolling through her phone searching
for news from home. All around, chil-
dren played or cried, mothers clutched
passports, and volunteer stewards
passed out soup and water.

“I just had to have these with me.
They remind me of my family,” Newrz-
hycka said as she tucked her hair behind
one ear to reveal an earring — precious to
her - that belonged to her grandmother.

In Newrzhycka’s small, squat suit-
case beside her was a bracelet, given to
her to as a present by another relative.
This, too, was what she grabbed as Rus-
sian shells descended on her apartment
building, blowing out the windows and
making it untenable for her to stay in
Zhytomyr, a few hours west of Kyiv.

Newrzhycka hopes to eventually find
work in Krakow. She is trying to not
think too much about that for now.

Refugees leave lives behind

The life of a refugee is about leaving
everything behind: family, house, job,
school. It often means fleeing with little
more than the clothes on your back and

More than 2 million people have fled Ukraine since the beginning of the Russian

invasion. JESSICA KOSCIELNIAK/USA TODAY

whatever you can carry. Many flee with
just the most basic necessities to keep
their families warm or to stave off hun-
ger.

Yet many also refuse to part with
items or tokens whose value is excep-
tionally important to them, more for the
memories they invoke or the emotional
comfort they afford than their monetary
value.

For 17-year-old Anastasia Oleksien-
ko, from near Kyiv, it was her high
school diploma. She escaped Ukraine
for Poland this week with her family.
Russian missile attacks and artillery
shut down all the schools in her area.
Oleksienko has ambitions to be a law-
yer. Those dreams are on hold for now.
She wore a matching pink sweater and
beanie hat with a pompom and exuded
giddy excitement despite the circum-
stances.

For Yusef Grinchak, 15, it was two
swimsuits for playing water polo, both
with Ukraine’s national colors of blue
and gold. Yusef and his mother, Irina,
fled from Kharkiv, in northeast Ukraine,
which has suffered some of the most
heavy bombardment from Russian
forces. At least 21 civilians have died in
Kharkiv. Before the war, Yusef diligently
trained in the sport twice a day — early in

the morning and late at night.

He is too sad to talk about his swim-
suits now, but his mom said he insisted
on bringing them with him. He has been
playing water polo since he was 7 and
hopes to become a coach.

“He wants the war to end and come
back to home and swim as soon as pos-
sible,” Irina Grinchak said.

Olena Zaiceva arrived in Chelm at
4 a.m. on Tuesday with one suitcase.
She had nothing in it for herself. All the
extra space was taken up by books for
her daughters, ages 3 and 5.

As Zaiceva, 40, spoke with USA TO-
DAY, her daughters plucked stuffed ani-
mals out of a nearby donation box, hug-
ging them for a bit before dropping them
back in. Their father, unable to leave Uk-
raine because of the government’s man-
date that men ages 18 to 60 stay behind
to join the war effort, is a firefighter.

For the older daughter, Zaiceva
brought math and reading textbooks,
and for the younger child an assortment
of Ukrainian fairytales that she reads
again and again. One of her favorites is a
story about a neglected dog and an old
wolf who become friends in a forest and
try to persuade the dog’s owner to take
him back.

‘l can’t answer that question’

On the 13th day of the war, Ukraine
appears to be holding key cities and ter-
ritory as Russia faces a crippling eco-
nomic response from the U.S. and
Europe. In Washington, President Joe
Biden announced a ban on the U.S. im-
port of Russian oil and gas on Tuesday.

But across Ukraine, humanitarian
corridors for fleeing civilians are con-
tinuing to come under attack, pushing
waves of refugees like Dasha Kosyane-
chuk into eastern Europe.

Kosyanechuk, 19, carried her favorite
pillow from Odesa, in southern Ukraine,
to Chelm — ajourney that took four days.

“I can’t sleep on any other,” she said
Tuesday at the Chelm station, where
three or four trains arrive each day from
Ukraine full of people hoping the worst
is behind them but facing a new uni-
verse of uncertainty.

They are greeted by police, firefight-
ers, medics and various civil society
representatives who offer them a help-
ing hand off trains, sustenance, shelter
and even legal and mental health sup-
port if they need it.

For some, it is not clothes or comfort
or memorabilia that matter.

“There was no way I was leaving
home without my dog,” said Angalina
Osipenko, 22, a nurse from Kharkiv, as
she stood outside the Chelm train sta-
tion waiting to be picked up by a relative
who lives in Poland.

Osipenko brought one small back-
pack, barely enough to hold a change of
clothes. Her dog, Tmatri, a tiny Maltese-
type breed, shivered in the cold. When
she left home, she zipped Tmatri up in
her coat and hoped for the best. A day
later they made it to Chelm.

Still, most are also weighed down by
what they’ve left behind.

“Please, I can’t answer that question.
I simply can’t,” said the mother of Ana-
stasia Oleksienko, the 17-year-old who
wants to be a lawyer. Her husband
stayed behind in Ukraine to fight.

One of the unspoken tragedies of this
conflict is whether husbands and fa-
thers will ever see their wives and chil-
dren again.

“He will be alive,” she said. “He will
not die.”
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Inflation soars whopping
7.9% over the past year

Consumer price increase
is highest in 40 years

Christopher Rugaber
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON - Propelled by surg-
ing costs for gas, food and housing, con-
sumer inflation jumped 7.9% over the
past year, the sharpest spike since 1982
and likely only a harbinger of even high-
er prices to come.

The increase reported Thursday by
the Labor Department reflected the 12
months ending in February and didn’t
include the oil and gas price surges that
followed Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
Since then, average gas prices national-
ly have jumped about 62 cents a gallon
to $4.32, according to AAA.

Even before the war further acceler-
ated price increases, robust consumer
spending, solid pay raises and persis-
tent supply shortages had sent U.S. in-
flation to its highest level in four dec-
ades. Housing costs, which make up
about a third of the government’s con-
sumer price index, have risen sharply, a
trend that’s unlikely to reverse soon.

“The numbers are eye-watering, and
there is more to come,” said Eric Wino-
grad, senior economist at asset man-
agement firm AllianceBernstein. “The
peak in inflation will be much higher
than previously thought and will arrive
later than previously expected.”

The government’s report Thursday
showed that from January to February,
inflation rose 0.8%, up from a 0.6% in-
crease from December to January. Ex-
cluding the volatile food and energy cat-
egories, so-called core prices rose a
sharp 0.5% month to month and 6.4%
from a year earlier. Economists tend to
monitor core prices because they more

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has caused a dramatic rise in fuel prices

throughout the nation. bAvID zaLUBOWSKI/AP

closely reflect longer-running inflation
trends.

For most Americans, inflation is run-
ning far ahead of the pay raises that
many have received in the past year,
making it harder for them to afford ne-
cessities. As a consequence, inflation
has become the top political threat to
President Joe Biden and congressional
Democrats for the midterm elections.
Small business people say in surveys
that it’s their primary economic con-
cern.

Seeking to stem the inflation surge,
the Federal Reserve is set to raise inter-
est rates several times this year, begin-
ning with a quarter-point hike next
week. The Fed faces a delicate chal-
lenge, though: If it tightens credit too
aggressively this year, it risks undercut-
ting the economy and possibly trigger-
ing a recession.

From January to February, nearly ev-
ery category of goods and services got

pricier. Grocery costs jumped 1.4%, the
sharpest one-month increase since
1990, other than during a pandemic-
induced price surge two years ago. The
collective price of fruits and vegeta-
bles rose 2.3%, the largest monthly in-
crease since 2010. Gas prices spiked
6.6%, clothing 0.7%.

For the 12 months ending in Febru-
ary, grocery prices leapt 8.6%, the big-
gest year-over-year increase since
1981, the government said. Gas prices
are up 38%. And housing costs have
risen 4.7%, the largest yearly jump
since 1991.

Energy prices, which soared after
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, jumped
again this week after Biden said the
U.S. would bar oil imports from Russia.
Oil prices retreated Wednesday on re-
ports that the United Arab Emirates
will urge fellow OPEC members to
boost production. But they rose again
Thursday in morning trading.

Crisis in
Ukraine

hits food
security

Julhas Alam
ASSOCIATED PRESS

DHAKA, Bangladesh - The crisis in
Ukraine and Russia, one of the world’s
main sources of grain, presents new
challenges in securing food supplies
on top of a prolonged pandemic, a U.N.
official said Thursday.

“We weren’t going well even before
the pandemic. The hunger was rising
slowly, and then the pandemic hit,”
said Gabriel Ferrero de Loma-Osorio,
head of the Committee on World Food
Security, a platform within the United
Nations for the fight against hunger.

He said an estimated 161 million
more people are suffering from hunger
than before COVID, totaling 821 mil-
lion. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has
impacted the availability and prices of
food, “so, unfortunately, we will need
to be cautious, but we can see an im-
portant impact on food security glob-
ally.”

He said countries need to be careful
in handling their food security. Bangla-
desh imports almost half its wheat
from Ukraine and Russia. The war
could reduce food supplies just when
prices are at their highest levels since
2011.

While there have not yet been global
disruptions to wheat supplies, prices
have surged 55% since a week before
the invasion.

On Thursday, Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina highlighted
her country’s achievement of self-suf-
ficiency in several essential foods and
noted that agriculture remains the
backbone of the nation’s economy.

China apparently eases COVID policy

ASSOCIATED PRESS

BEIJING - China is tackling a CO-
VID-19 spike with selective lockdowns
and other measures that appear to
slightly ease its draconian “zero toler-
ance” strategy.

In Hong Kong, where experts say the
city’s worst outbreak to date may have
peaked, barbershops and hair salons re-
opened Thursday. Still, many are seeing
that as an example of mixed messages
from the government of the semi-au-
tonomous Chinese territory that has
been ordered to follow the “zero toler-
ance” approach used on the mainland.

Hong Kong authorities reported
31,392 local infections on Thursday,
down from over 50,000 infections the
previous day.

On the mainland, the 402 cases of lo-
cal transmission reported Thursday
were quadruple the number of cases a
week ago. Of those, 165 were in the
northeastern province of Jilin, mainly in
the cities of Changchun and Jilin, where
city authorities locked down 160 resi-
dential communities where multiple
cases have been detected.

Three rounds of mass testing in Jilin
city have also been completed, inter-
city transport links suspended and all
residents advised to stay home until
numbers drop. Non-essential business-
es and snow recreation areas were
closed.

Non-COVID-19 patients wait to be
transferred as Queen Elizabeth Hos-
pital in Hong Kong switches to treating
serious coronavirus cases. KIN CHEUNG/AP

Drivers and passengers of private
cars, buses and taxis entering or exiting
Changchun must present negative tests
for the coronavirus taken within the
past 48 hours.

Authorities attributed the Jilin pro-
vincial outbreak to the highly conta-
gious omicron variant, with more than
1,200 cases recorded nationwide since
Friday, some of the highest numbers
since the pandemic began spreading
from the central city of Wuhan in 2020.

Still, control measures were less
strict than in the past, in a possible sign
that China is beginning to relax its “zero
tolerance” approach to the pandemic.
As recently as January, China was lock-

ing down entire cities, affecting mil-
lions of people.

In his annual report on the work of
government delivered Saturday, Pre-
mier Li Keqiang said China needs to
“constantly refine epidemic contain-
ment” but gave no direct indication
Beijing was abandoning “zero toler-
ance.”

Hong Kong leader Carrie Lam said
Wednesday that reducing deathsis the
city’s priority. Hong Kong is dedicating
several hospitals to COVID-19 treat-
ment and building an emergency hos-
pital that will be staffed by medical
workers from the mainland.

Lam also said there was no updated
schedule for a mass-testing plan in
Hong Kong that was initially expected
to occur this month but was put on
hold.

Hong Kong has seen more than
600,000 infections since the latest
wave began at the end of December.

Hair salons in the city reopened
Thursday after being ordered to close
for amonth as part of tough social-dis-
tancing restrictions.

“It’s good that we are allowed to
open and have business although
there’s still more than 20,000 to
30,000 daily cases,” said Andy
Cheung, the owner of an express sa-
lon.

“But still, it’s good that we can serve
the community,” he said.

Mariupol city
resorting to
mass grave
amid shelling

Evgeniy Maloletka
ASSOCIATED PRESS

MARIUPOL, Ukraine — With bodies
piling up in Russia’s nine-day siege of
Mariupol, the port city of 430,000 in
southeastern Ukraine, local authori-
ties are hurrying to bury the dead in a
mass grave.

City workers made quick signs of
the cross as they pushed bodies
wrapped in carpets or bags into a deep
trench some 80 feet long on the out-
skirts of the city. More than 70 bodies
have been interred in the common
grave since it was opened Tuesday.

About half of those buried were
killed in the intense shelling of the city,
estimated an AP journalist who visited
the burial ground. Others died at home
from natural causes, but authorities
were unable to arrange for the collec-
tion of the bodies or their burial.

As of Thursday, Mariupol had suf-
fered at least eight major airstrikes in
48 hours, with a children’s hospital
and the central fire department hit.

City residents are staying in shel-
ters as much as possible as temper-
atures dip to 15 degrees.
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Report: Pilot fought to save
helicopter before deadly crash

NEWPORT BEACH, Calif. — The pilot
of a police helicopter desperately tried
to keep flying before crashing into the
ocean off Southern California last
month, killing another officer, investi-
gators said in a preliminary report
Wednesday. Two Huntington Beach of-
ficers were responding to a report of
fighting in the neighboring city of New-
port Beach on the night of Feb. 19 when
the aircraft crashed in a narrow strip of
water. The pilot was injured and 44-
year-old Nicholas Vella, a 14-year Police
Department veteran, died in the crash.

Rainfall eases Florida wildfire
threat, officials urge caution

PANAMA CITY, Fla. — While rainfall
has improved conditions across much
of the Florida Panhandle, state officials
said Thursday that the volume of dead
trees and vegetation left by a Category 5
hurricane in 2018 remains a threat for
additional wildfires. Without additional
significant rainfall, the debris left on the
ground by Hurricane Michael will quick-
ly dry out and serve as fuel for wildfires,
the Florida Forest Service said in a news
release. In the meantime, firefighters
are continuing to improve containment
lines on the Chipola Complex fire.

After fleeing Ukraine, South
African students arrive home

JOHANNESBURG - Ten South Afri-
can students who fled Ukraine after
Russia’s invasion of that country have
arrived home Thursday, with 25 more
expected over the next few days. Wel-
comed by cheering family and friends at
O.R. Tambo International Airport, the
students are among more than 80,000
foreign nationals who have left Ukraine
since the Russian invasion, according to
the International Organization for Mi-
gration. The South African students
were on a repatriation flight organized
by the South African government.

Indonesia’s Mount Merapi erupts
multiple times, 250 evacuate

YOGYAKARTA, Indonesia — Indone-
sia’s Mount Merapi volcano spewed av-
alanches of hot clouds in eruptions
overnight Thursday that forced about
250 residents to flee to temporary shel-
ters and left ash blanketing nearby vil-
lages and towns. No casualties were re-
ported. The volcano on the densely pop-
ulated island of Java unleashed clouds
of hot ash at least seven times just be-
fore and after midnight and fast-moving
pyroclastic flows, a mixture of rock, lava
and gas, traveled up to 3.1 miles down its
slopes.
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Sheltering from b

ombs, Ukraine’s

‘cellar violinist’ plays on

Paolo Santalucia
ASSOCIATED PRESS

ROME, Italy — A gentle tune from a violin played by
amusician who has been dubbed Ukraine’s “cellar vio-
linist” is a lullaby for a child sheltered in the dark base-
ment of an apartment building in the besieged Ukrai-
nian city of Kharkiv.

Vera Lytovchenko has become an internet icon of
resilience as images of the concert violinist playing in
the basement bomb shelter have inspired an interna-
tional audience via social media.

When heavy Russian bombing of Ukraine’s north-
eastern city of Kharkiv started two weeks ago, Lytov-
chenko, her professor father and neighbors sought
safety in their building’s basement.

“Bombs can fall everywhere in our city, so we decid-
ed to go down in the cellar,” the 39-year-old violinist
told The Associated Press via Skype Wednesday dur-
ing a brief respite from the bombing during a tempor-
ary cease-fire. “We’re about 12 people now. We have
little boys. We have teenagers. We have old women.”

A week into their basement huddle, Lytovchenko
decided to try to lift the spirits of her cellar mates by
holding small concerts.

“All these people are my brothers and sisters now,”
she said. “I was trying to make them think about some-
thing and not about the war for some minutes while
I'm playing.”

Later she thought to post her recitals, featuring the
calming strains of Vivaldi and even Lytovchenko sing-
ing a Russian folk song, on social media. The reaction
surprised her: more than 40,000 views on Facebook
and thousands more on YouTube.

“I didn’t expect that because I was posting just to
reach my friends, my relatives. My aunt is near Kyiv
and I'm afraid for her,” she said.

“My friends are in different cities all over Ukraine
and I'm trying to keep a connection with them, I text
them several times a day to know if they’re alive,” Ly-
tovchenko said. “Many people text me now saying that
my videos give them such support and hope. They can
see that someone stays here” in Kharkiv.

“Someone is alive and someone keeps hope and is
optimistic,” she said.

On Wednesday, during the temporary cease-fire in
Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second-largest city, Lytovchenko
was able to return to her apartment for a few hours.
She told the AP she was happy to see sunlight after
spending two weeks in the dark basement, adding that
she and her neighbors are lucky because they have
heating in the cellar and food.

Before the war, Lytovchenko played for the Kharkiv
City Opera orchestra and taught music lessons.

“It was another life ... a normal life,” she said of the
time before the war. “I'm an orchestra player. I am a
teacher in college. I have my students, I have friends, I
play concerts, I play operas and ballets. I play Italian
operas in the theater.”

Describing Ukraine before the war, Lytovchenko
said: “We had a cultural life in our country, our cities, in
spite of the coronavirus. We were vaccinated. It was a
normal life. ... But now we can’t understand what is
happening.”

Lytovchenko says she hopes that her posts can help
raise funds for Kharkiv’s music community.

“I dream about my little financial fund, because I re-
ceived messages from all over the world, from all coun-
tries. They texted me, they want to help,” she said.

She wants “to help musicians ... and to rebuild our
city, our conservatory, our music college, our music
school,” she said. “To help our musicians who lost their
houses and help musicians to return to their own cities
and not to be refugees.”

Obituaries

Patrick Lee Eisenreich

SARTELL - Mass of
Christian Burial will be
11:00 a.m. on Monday,
March 14, 2022 at St.
Francis Xavier Catho-
lic Church in Sartell for
Patrick L. Eisenreich, age
80, who passed away on
Thursday. Rev. Ronald
Weyrens will officiate
and entombment will be
at Assumption Mausole-
um in St. Cloud. Visitation will be one hour prior
to services at the church in Sartell on Monday
morning. Arrangements have been entrusted with
the Williams Dingmann Family Funeral Home,
Sauk Rapids.

Patrick was born on March 17, 1941 in Saint
Cloud to Leo and Marie (Lardy) Eisenreich. He
married Mary Milske on June 15, 1963 in St. Paul.
Patrick worked in sales at Sears and at Central Mc-
Gowan as a route salesman. He enjoyed carpentry
and was happiest when he was working in his
shop at home, creating wooden trucks, Christmas
bears, and other beautifully crafted items. He was
a member of St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church
in Sartell and volunteered as a greeter for many
years. Pat loved to be around his family, travel with
Mary to Branson, MO and he always enjoyed a
good meal with those he loved.

He is survived by his wife, Mary of Sartell; chil-
dren, Michael (Sarah) of St. Cloud, Robert of

Sartell and John of Otsego; grandchildren, Kristin,
Nicollette (Marcus) Stueck, Richard (Brianna),

Catie, and Rachel; step-grandchildren, Levi (Steph-
anie) Kleffman and Tyler (Megan) Kleffman; great-
grandchildren, Wesley, Tucker, and Teagan; step
great-grandchildren, Carsyn, Tate, Zeke, and Nora

(] (]
Obituaries
TODAY’S OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES

Name Age Town, State Death Date Arrangements

Ainger, Shawn M. 50 Clear Lake 07-Mar  Benson Funeral Home, St. Cloud

Bechtold, Elizabeth 86 SaukRapids 02-Mar  Foley Funeral Home

Bierschbach, Lorraine D. 92  Melrose 09-Mar  Patton-Schad Funeral & Cremation Services- Melrose
Busche, SandraE. 82  Sauk Rapids 01-Mar

Buttweiler, Renee 90 St.Cloud 04-Mar  Miller-Carlin Funeral Homes

*Eisenreich, Patrick Lee 80 Sartell 10-Mar

*Fleck, Joanne E. 82 St.Cloud 05-Mar

Hinz, Roberta E. 92 Saint Cloud 08-Mar  Miller-Carlin Funeral Home

Kelley, Jr., Ralph C. 97 Cassville, MO 08-Mar

Kohnen, Spencer G. 20 Paynesville 06-Mar  Daniel-Anderson Funeral Home, Paynesville
Kozak, Alma V. 91 St.Cloud 03-Mar

Mai, Sr. Monica 88 St.Cloud 05-Mar  Benson Funeral Home, St. Cloud
*Mehrwerth, Jerome “Jerry” L. 85  Sauk Rapids 09-Mar

Sobieck, Alfred A. 89 Rice 07-Mar  Miller-Carlin Funeral Home

Wall, Ronald J. 67 Hillman 05-Mar  Benson Funeral Home, St. Cloud

Weidner, Patricia 95 St.Cloud 07-Mar  Williams Dingmann Funeral Home, St. Cloud

* Additional information in display obituaries
Obituaries appear in print and online at www.sctimes.com/obituaries

Williams Dingmann Family Funeral Home, Sauk Rapids

Williams Dingmann Family Funeral Home, Sauk Rapids
Williams Dingmann Family Funeral Home, Sauk Rapids

Williams Dingmann Family Funeral Home, Sauk Rapids
Williams Dingmann Family Funeral Home, Sauk Rapids

Williams Dingmann Family Funeral Home, Sauk Rapids

Kleffman; and brother, Terry (Carol) of Sauk Rap-
ids. He was preceded in death by his parents.

The family would like to extend a heartfelt thank
you to Edgewood Memory Care in Sartell and to St.
Croix Hospice for the kind and compassionate care
that was given to Pat, especially in his final days.

Obituary and Guest Book available online: www.
williamsdingmann.com

Jerome “Jerry” L. Mehrwerth

SAUK RAPIDS - Mass of Christian Burial will be
10:00 a.m. Monday, March 14, 2022 at Sacred Heart
Catholic Church in Sauk Rapids for Jerome “Jerry”
Mehrwerth, age 85, who passed away Wednesday at
his home. Rev. Thomas Knoblach and Rev. Eugene
Doyle will officiate and burial will be at the Min-
nesota State Veterans Cemetery near Little Falls.
Visitation will be from 4-7 p.m. Sunday at Sacred
Heart Catholic Church and one hour prior to the
services Monday also at the church. Arrangements
have been entrusted to Williams Dingmann Family

Funeral Home, Sauk Rapids.

Jerry was born July 11, 1936 in St. Cloud to George & Marie (Schmit) Meh-
rwerth. He graduated from Sauk Rapids High School in 1954, was awarded
the most outstanding football player, and was a Homecoming escort. Jerry
honorably served our country in the U.S. Marine Corps and in the National
Guard for 7 years. He married Shirley Brenny on September 2, 1957 and to
this marriage, Keith, Cynthia, Kevin, Michelle and Susan were born. Shirley
passed away in 1994. He married Glenice Holt on July 12, 1996 and blended
the family with, Luann, Wayne, Dan, Bev and Marcia. Jerry was a farmer and
also worked as a salesman for Pure Plant Food for several years and at NSP
for 12 years. He was a member of Sacred Heart Catholic Church where he
was a member of the Knight of Columbus and Men’s Club, served as an usher
and money counter, and worked at the Bazaar. Jerry was a lifetime member
of Sauk Rapids American Legion Post #254 and the Marine Corps League.
He loved being involved in the community. Jerry sponsored a softball team,
worked at Golden Spike Speedway, was a bouncer for the local night clubs,
was a constable and on the Minden Township board. He enjoyed playing
cards, entertaining family and friends, traveling, dancing, and watching
western movies. Jerry was mechanically inclined, an avid reader, had a gift
of gab, and never met a stranger.

Survivors include his wife, Glenice “Glennie” of Sauk Rapids; sons and
daughters, Keith (Linda Koll) Mehrwerth of St. Cloud, Kevin (Rebecca)
Mehrwerth of Sauk Rapids, Michelle “Shelly” (Dave) LaPage of Crystal,
Susan “Sue” (Greg) Wardlow of Houston, TX, LuAnn Tangen of Bloom-
ington, Wayne Tangen of Fortuna, ND, Dan (Shelly) Tangen of Lakeville,
Bev Gregory of San Diego, CA, and Marcia Beier of Belgrade; sisters, Donna
Andes of Thomas, VA, Marjo Keller of Breckenridge, and Mary Lou Schwi-
eters of Waite Park; 16 grandchildren and 8 great grandchildren with one
on the way. Jerry was preceded in death by his parents; daughter, Cynthia
Mehrwerth; and siblings, Isabelle Stang, Arthur Mehrwerth, Virginia Peschl,
and Floyd Mehrwerth.

The family would like to thank CentraCare Hospice and Visiting Angels.

In lieu of flowers, memorials are preferred to Sacred Heart Catholic Church.

Obituary, Guest Book, and Video Tribute available online: www.williams-
dingmann.com

Joanne E. Fleck

ST.CLOUD - Joanne Elizabeth Fleck passed away
on March 5, 2022. She is survived by her three
children Kathryn Crispo (husband Richard Cris-
po), Toivo Fleck (Antonella Fleck), and Tammy
McCullough (Christopher McCullough), two sib-
lings Edwin Tuhkanen and Kathryn Tuhkanen,
seven grandchildren Rebecca Kockler Easterling,
Ryan Kockler, Derek Kockler, Aundrea Bakker,
Taylor Smith, Marvin Fleck, Maria Fleck and five
great-grandchildren Maya Kockler, Charles Fleck,
Jade Kockler, Olivia Fleck, and Eleanor Easterling.
She is preceded in death by her husband, Marvin
Fleck, who she missed every day since his passing and now joins him. Ad-
ditionally, she is preceded in death by her father, Toivo Tuhkanen, mother,
Kathryn Dolliver Tuhkanen, and brother William Tuhkanen.

Joanne was born on November 19, 1939 to Toivo Tuhkanen and Kathryn
Dolliver in Chisolm, MN. She married the love of her life, Marvin Fleck,
March 1959. Due to her husband’s career in the Army and Air Force, Joanne
lived in many countries including Puerto Rico, Spain, and Italy, and this
fueled her longtime curiosity about others, the world, and love of travel.
She earned her RN nursing degree at the College of St. Benedict and was a
Clinic Reviewer at the Veterans’ Administration Medical Center in St. Cloud,
MN for over 20 years. In retirement she continued to utilize her skills as a
Parish Nurse at the Church of St. Paul’s in St. Cloud and was an integral
member of her community. She volunteered at her church and for the Poor
Clares’ She was creative and pursued a number of hobbies including cook-
ing, gardening, woodworking, painting, and piano. But mostly, she was the
guiding light and matriarch where she believed in the love, strength, and
never ending commitment of family. She was loved by many and brought
much support and strength to people in good and challenging times. She
will be missed, but the love and values she brought to the world will carry
on in her loved ones.

Visitation will be at the Church of St Paul’s in St. Cloud starting at 10 am
with the service following at 11am. In honor of our mother, grandmother
and great grandmother, we would like to invite you to a lunch following
the service. Joanne held the Poor Clares’ close to her heart, so donations
can be given to their community. Her family would like to leave you with
these words:

I come into the presence of Stillwater. And I feel above me the day-blinds
stars waiting for the light. For a time I rest in the grace of the world, and
Im free.
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OUR COMMITMENTS

PEOPLE: We support a diverse,
inclusive, and equitable culture by
offering opportunity for growth.
We invest in our employees by
providing resources and programs
to empower personal and
professional advancement.

COMMUNITIES: We are your
neighbors! We build community

PLANET: We strive to minimize
the environmental impact through
responsible and sustainable
business practices for sourcing,
consumption,

and waste.

SCAN TO VIEW
OPPORTUNITIES

ETODAY®

CARPET& FLOORING
DISCOVER THE EMPIRE TODAY* DIFFERENCE

We Make Getting Beautiful New Floors Easy.

SHOP-AT-HOME CONVENIENCE

See hundreds of samples in your home.
Empire® brings the store to you.

QUALITY PRODUCTS

Top-quality, name-brand carpet and flooring
options in the latest styles and colors that
are durable and long lasting.

ALL-INCLUSIVE PRICE ESTIMATE'

Know what your project will cost, up front
with no hidden fees.

PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION,
EVEN NEXT DAY"

Don't wait weeks for your new floors. You can get
a custom installation as soon as tomorrow.

through storytelling and events
that connect readers and
communities to empower action
that enhances the neighborhoods
we share.

We look forward
to getting to
know you!

For the full list of career opportunities, visit
usatodaynetworkcareers.com

GANNETT LOCALIQ

*Discount applied to contract total of $3,500 or more before applicable taxes. Must be presented upon appointment booking. Cannot be applied to deposit. Appointment must be scheduled by calling the
number above or scheduled online at EmpireToday.com/Get350 to redeem offer. May not be applied to Sales or combined with coupons. Not valid on prior purchases. Residential only. Limit one offer per
household.

“*Onin-stock carpet and flooring styles only in select areas. Excludes floor prep.
1A variety of unforeseen conditions, such as subfloor prep/leveling/repair, that may not be identifiable when establishing price estimate, may require additional cost.
Sales (except CA) and i ion are provided by i Licensure at EmpireToday.com. CSLB 1047108 .
(except CA) , v pireToday © 2021 Empire Today, LLC

WALK-IN SHOWER & BATH SALE!
EXTENDED OFFER

First 30 Homeowners to Call Will Receive

> FREE INSTALLATION

LOCAL
EXPERTS!

Installed
in Days
by Factory
Certified
Installers

50 W

WALMART
GIFT CARD

WITH FREE IN-HOME
CONSULTATION

NO = NO | ~18 .

INTEREST MONTHS

PLUS!! FREE LIFETIME WARRANTY For Your New Bath or Shower!

PAYMENTS

#1 Remodeler.

Proudly Serving Your Local Area

CALL NOWTO
CLAIM YOUR DISCOUNT

320-316-1625

Ask for details. New orders only for appointments completed by 3/31/2022. Not valid with any other offer, or previous purchase. Limit one per household. (1) Minimum purchase and installation is required to be eligible for discount. Discount issued upon completion of installation and receipt of full payment. Discount not
issued if customer cancels order or if credit is declined. (2) Financing available with minimum purchase and approved credit. Mad City Windows & Baths, LLC is neither a broker nor a lender. Financing is provided by third-party lenders unaffiliated with Mad City Windows & Baths, LLC, under terms and conditions arranged
directly between the customer and such lender, all subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of finance documents. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only. See website for additional information. madcitywindows.com/finance/offers.(3) Must be a homeowner and complete product demonstration
to receive gift card. Limit one per household. Electronic gift card (e-gift card) voucher given upon completion of demonstration. Voucher must be mailed in to redeem card, voucher is also available at madcitywindows.com/giftcard. Salespersons do not carry e-gift cards for security reasons. E-gift cards valid on in-home
visits only, not applicable to Virtual Sales Appointments. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Walmart and is subject to change without notice. Allow 3-4 weeks after mailing in redemption certificate to receive gift card or e-gift card valued at $50.

CT-GCI0838327-02
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KOHLER. \\V/alk-In Bath

t0ffer ends March 31, 2022. Participating dealers only. Not available in AK; HI; Nassau Cty, Suffolk Cty, Westchester Cty, or City of Buffalo, NY. $1,000 off average price of KOHLER Walk-In Bath. Dealer sets all prices and is responsible for full amount of discount. Cannot be combined with any other advertised offer. Contact local dealer for financing details. *Subject
to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. There is no minimum monthly payment required during the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, equal opportunity lender banks.
NMLS #1416362. GreenSky® Program is a program name for certain consumer credit plans extended by participating lenders to borrowers for the purchase of goods and/or services from participating merchants. Participating lenders are federally insured, equal opportunity lender banks. GreenSky® is a registered trademark of GreenSky, LLC. GreenSky Servicing, LLC
services the loans on behalf of participating lenders. NMLS #1416362 GreenSky® financing offers available at participating dealers only.

(© LIMITED TIME ONLY

$1,000 OFF

your KOHLER. Walk-In Bath purchase'
+ SPECIAL FINANCING OFFER

Call today for your
FREE in-home quote!

No Payments for
() (320) 227-6786

18 MONTHS’

SPORTS

Ellingson
named
Albany head

football
coach

Brian Mozey
St. Cloud Times
USA TODAY NETWORK

ALBANY — The Albany activities
department announced the hiring of
Mike Ellingson as the new head foot-
ball coach for the Albany football team
Thursday, according to Albany activ-
ities director Scott Buntje.

Ellingson will become a middle
school math teacher in the Albany
Area Schools and the head football
coach.

“This is a high profile position and a
big position in many ways not only in
our district, but every district,” Buntje
said. “Mike [Ellingson] rose to the top
of that and we feel lucky to have him
coming in not only as a good football
coach, but as a quality math teacher.
We think we’re getting the best of both
worlds.”

See ELLINGSON, Page 2C

LATE WEDNESDAY

Beasley sets
T-Wolves
3-point mark
in 132-102
win over OKC

Tyler Mason
ASSOCIATED PRESS

MINNEAPOLIS - Malik Beasley
made 11 3-pointers to set a Timber-
wolves franchise-record and finished
with 33 points to help lift Minnesota to
its sixth win in a row with a 132-102
victory over the Oklahoma City Thun-
der on Wednesday night.

After Beasley hit his final 3, his Tim-
berwolves teammates on the bench
celebrated the mark by dumping water
and Gatorade on Beasley. The home
crowd at Target Center chanted “Beas-
ley!” as he exited the game following
the record-setting basket.

See T-WOLVES, Page 2C

Minnesota Timberwolves guard Malik
Beasley (5) shoots a team record 11th
3-point basket in a single game
against the Oklahoma City Thunder in
the fourth quarter of Wednesday’s
game at Target Center in
Minneapolis.

BRUCE KLUCKHOHN/USA TODAY SPORTS

St. Cloud State huddles up before taking on Colorado College on Feb. 26 at Herb Brooks National Hockey Center in St.
Cloud. PHOTOS BY ZACH DWYER/ZDWYER@STCLOUDTIMES.COM

SCSU prepares for

NCHC

Zach Dwyer
St. Cloud Times
USA TODAY NETWORK

ST. CLOUD — Rivals St. Cloud State
and Minnesota-Duluth will meet for a
fifth and sixth (and possibly seventh)
time in a five-week span this weekend,
as the Huskies host their first best-of-
three NCHC quarterfinals series since
2019.

Last year the NCHC tournament
was held in a single-elimination for-
mat entirely in Grand Forks, and
SCSU’s quarterfinal series at Western
Michigan was canceled in 2020 at the
start of the pandemic.

SCSU has won four of their six

See SCSU, Page 2C

Tournament

St. Cloud State waits on the bench during a ref review on Feb. 26 at Herb Brooks
National Hockey Center in St. Cloud.

Albany girls basketball tops
Kimball in section semifinals

Brian Mozey
St. Cloud Times
USA TODAY NETWORK

COLLEGEVILLE — After winning
the quarterfinals game on Saturday,
the No. 1 Albany girls basketball team
stayed to watch No. 5 Kimball play in
its quarterfinal game.

The Huskies had never played Kim-
ball this season, so this gave them the
opportunity to learn more before the
matchup on Wednesday in the Section
6-2A semifinals.

Albany knew it was going to be a
different style of game compared to
most of the opponents the team had
faced this season. Ultimately, the Hus-
kies were able to stick to a plan on
Wednesday and came out with the 52-
37 win to advance to the section title
game.

See ALBANY, Page 3C

Albany’s Kylan
Gerads goes
up for a shot
against Kristen
Hilbert of
Kimball during
the Section
6-2A
semifinals
game on
Wednesday at
St. John’s
University in
Collegeville.
DAVE SCHWARZ/
DSCHWARZ®@
STCLOUDTIMES
.COM
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SCSU

Continued from Page 1C

best-of-thee series since the conference
tournament began in 2014, last sweep-
ing Miami in 2019. The Huskies have
only played a game three in one of those
series, winning 4-3 over Miami in over-
time back in 2018.

“It’s just alittle bit more of your struc-
ture during the week, allowing for a little
more rest and recovery for the guys
coming out of a tough schedule down
the stretch,” SCSU head coach Brett Lar-
son said about a potential three-game
weekend. “We wanna make sure our
guys have legs, have jump and have en-
ergy for Friday night. That’s a little bit of
a balancing act as the week goes on.”

The Huskies have reached the most
NCHC finals of any conference team,
aided by a 5-0 record in NCHC semifi-
nals games. SCSU is only 1-4 in NCHC
finals after coming up short 5-3 at North
Dakota last year.

The semifinal and final rounds for the
NCHC Frozen Faceoff return to the Xcel
Energy Center in St. Paul this season.

No. 9-ranked SCSU has to deal with a
competitive No. 10-ranked Minnesota-
Duluth side before they can get there.
Three of the four regular season meet-
ings went to overtime, and the Huskies

only earned the No. 4 seed and home ice
after winning 2-0 at Duluth last Satur-
day.

That win ended a stretch of five con-
secutive games against the Bulldogs de-
cided by one goal or less.

“Obviously you know how they play;
they know how we play,” junior Jami
Krannila said. “I think it’s good for both
teams to get good battles in. You're gon-
na start hating some of their guys,
they’re gonna start hating some of our
guys. I think that’s how hockey should

St. Cloud State
celebrates a
goal in the first
period
Saturday, Feb.
26, 2022, at
Herb Brooks
National
Hockey Center
in St. Cloud.
ZACH DWYER/
ZDWYER
@STCLOUDTIMES
.COM

be; it feels like a real playoff series when
we play them.”

The seven SCSU goals scored in their
four meetings this year have come from
seven different players. One was from
graduate defenseman Seamus Dono-
hue, who is still day-to-day after miss-
ing Saturday’s season finale against Du-
luth.

Friday’s game will begin at 7 p.m. at
Herb Brooks National Hockey Center,
with Saturday set for a 6 p.m. puck drop.
If the teams split the first two games,

the deciding game three will be played
on Sunday night at 6 p.m.

“It’s gonna be really tight, hard hock-
ey where you have to continue to stick to
your gameplan,” Larson said. “You can’t
get frustrated. Sometimes playing
against them you get that feeling where
there’s no room, there’s no space. You
gotta keep fighting for that space ... you
gotta fight for every inch.”

All-NCHC teams announced

All-conference teams were an-
nounced on Wednesday afternoon as
two SCSU players earned recognition.

Senior defenseman Nick Perbix was
named to the All-NCHC First Team after
totaling four goals and 24 assists. His
1.22 points per game average in NCHC
play was the top defenseman total, and
he’s the first SCSU player to be named to
the First Team since 2018-19.

Graduate forward Kevin Fitzgerald
earned All-NCHC Second Team honors
a. Fitzgerald leads the Huskies with 16
goals, 34 points and seven power play
goals. He’s second on the team with 18
assists, only trailing Perbix.

Zach Dwyer is a sports reporter and
photographer for the St. Cloud Times.
Reach him at 320-406-5660 or
zdwyer@stcloudtimes.com. Follow him
on Twitter @sctimeszach.

T-Wolves

Continued from Page 1C

“It was a great moment,” said Beas-
ley, whose 17 shots from the field all
came from 3-point range. “We have a
great team, and teammates who care
about each other. It was huge to be a part
of that.”

Taurean Prince scored 17 points off
the bench for Minnesota, while Karl-
Anthony Towns recorded another dou-
ble-double with 13 points and 11 re-
bounds in 29 minutes.

Aaron Wiggins led Oklahoma City
with 25 points and nine rebounds. Isa-
iah Roby added 15 points.

Beasley hit his 10th 3-pointer with a
step-back bucket midway through the
fourth quarter to tie Anthony Edwards’
team record. Beasley needed three
shots to set the new mark with his 1ith
coming with the shot clock winding
down as he buried a shot over the out-
stretched arm of Thunder guard Vit
Krejci.

“It was crazy. In my head I was like,
‘This is lit,” Beasley said. “And it was off
the dribble, too, so that made it even
better.”

He didn’t play the final 4:57, ending
three made 3-pointers shy of Klay
Thompson’s NBA record.

“If I had more time, I definitely would
have broken that record,” Beasley said.

Beasley also set Minnesota’s single-
season 3-point record Saturday against
Portland. He surpassed Kevin Love’s
previous mark of 190 made 3s in a sea-

Oklahoma City Thunder guard Aaron Wiggins (21) works around Minnesota
Timberwolves forward Jaden McDaniels (3) in the first quarter of Wednesday’s
game at Target Center in Minneapolis. BRUCE KLUCKHOHN/USA TODAY SPORTS

son.

The Timberwolves’ six-game win-
ning streak is their longest since the
2003-04 season. Minnesota has beaten
the Thunder and Portland Trail Blazers
twice each during the streak.

Thunder leading scorer Shai Gilge-
ous-Alexander shot just 2 of 15 from the
floor for eight total points.

“Everybody has off nights. He’s had a
hell of a run,” Thunder coach Mark Daig-
neault said. “There may be a little bit of
fatigue there, too. We've played a long
stretch of games against good oppo-

nents and he’s obviously shouldered a
large load.”

Oklahoma City has dropped four
straight, losing by an average of 26.8
points per game during that stretch.

Edwards and D’Angelo Russell both
returned to the lineup Wednesday for
Minnesota. Edwards missed four games
with a left knee injury, while Russell
missed Monday’s game with bilateral
hamstring soreness.

For the second time in as many
games, the Timberwolves held a 27-
point halftime lead. Minnesota out-

scored Oklahoma City 42-26 in the sec-
ond quarter to head into the half with
yet another big advantage.

Beasley’s hot shooting helped Min-
nesota build a big lead early. He was 6 of
7 from 3-point range in the first quarter
- also a team record — and led all Wolves
scorers with 21 points in the first half.

“With shooters, when they see the
ball go in that much, that easily, that
early, the rim just gets bigger and bigger
for them,” Timberwolves coach Chris
Finch said. “I was really proud of Malik.”

Wednesday was the second time in
three games the Thunder allowed an op-
posing player to make 11 3-pointers.
Utah’s Bojan Bogdanovic was 11 of 18
from deep Sunday against Oklahoma
City.

Tip-ins

Thunder: Rookie guard Tre Mann did
not play after injuring his ankle in Tues-
day’s loss to Milwaukee. Mann is aver-
aging 9.2 points per game.

Timberwolves: Jaylen Nowell re-
turned Wednesday after missing the
second half of Monday’s game with a
nasal contusion. Nowell finished with
six points in 27 minutes. ... Patrick Bev-
erley was out Wednesday with right an-
kle soreness.

Up next

Thunder: Return to action Sunday at
home against Memphis.

Timberwolves: Begin a 3-game road
trip Friday at Orlando.

Ellingson

Continued from Page 1C

Ellingson spent 19 years with Triton
Public Schools and became the Triton
head football coach at the beginning of
the 2018 season. He’s been a head coach
for the Cobras for four years.

Before being head coach, Ellingson
spent 15 years as an assistant coach in-
cluding 14 years as defensive coordina-
tor. During his time with the Cobras, the
team won one Class 2A state champion-

ship and a Class 2A second place state
finish.

Ellingson was a graduate of Hinck-
ley-Finlayson High School and played
linebacker at Concordia University in
St. Paul. Along with football coaching,
he was the head baseball coach for nine
years.

“He’s just a pure and genuine man,”
Buntje said. “We’re getting a quality per-
son, quality coach and quality teacher.”

He built the Triton football program
over the four years as head coach. In
2018, the team went 2-8 in regular sea-
son and postseason, but improved to

4-5 in 2019.

The Cobras ended up 4-3 in 2020
with the reduced season because of CO-
VID-19 and last year, Triton finished 6-4.

Ellingson will replace Mike Kleinsch-
midt, who stepped down after the 2021
season and being with the Albany foot-
ball program for 37 years and 19 of them
as head coach.

Ellingson will be the fourth head
coach in the Albany’s 74-year history of
football.

“We have high quality people up and
down our program and I think that’s go-
ing to continue there,” Buntje said.

“That precedent was set with [Pete]
Herges and [Jim] Mader, followed by
[Mike] Kleinschmidt. You're going to see
Albany football carry on, but with some
new ideas and trying new things, soI'm
excited about the future of this pro-
gram.”

Brian Mozey is the high school sports
reporter for the St. Cloud Times. Reach
him at 320-255-8772 or bmo-
zey@stcloudtimes.com. Follow him on
Twitter @BrianMozey.

CENTRAL MINNESOTA AREA SCOREBOARD

Results for Wednesday, March 9

Girls basketball

Section 6AA Semifinals

No. 1 Albany 52, No. 5 Kimball 37
College baseball

St. Cloud State 8, Malone 3

St. Cloud Technical & Community College
3, Southwestern Community College 1
St. Cloud Technical & Community College
13, Southwestern Community College 2
(5 innings)

College softball

St. Cloud State vs. Clarion University in
Florida, canceled

St. Cloud State vs. Palm Beach Atlantic
University in Florida, canceled
Women'’s tennis

Southern Indiana 4, St. Cloud State 3
Upcoming games

Friday, March 11

Girls basketball

Section 6AA Championship

Albany at St. John’s, 7 p.m.

Boys basketball

Section 8AAA Semifinals

No. 3 Sauk Rapids-Rice at No. 2 Tech, 7

p.m.
No. 5 ROCORI at No. 1 Alexandria, 7 p.m.
Men's hockey

NCHC quarterfinals (best of 3)

No. 5 Minnesota Duluth at No. 4 St.
Cloud State, 7 p.m.

Women’s basketball

NCAA tournament regional

No. 5 St. Cloud State vs. No. 4 Missouri
Southern in Fort Hays, Kansas, 7:30 p.m.
College wrestling

St. Cloud State at NCAA Championships
in St. Louis, Missouri

College baseball

St. John’s vs. North Central in Florida, 2
p.m.

St. Cloud State vs. Bentley in Florida, 5
p.m.

College softball

College of St. Benedict vs. UMass Dart-
mouth in Florida, 9 a.m.

College of St. Benedict vs. Alfred Univer-
sity in Florida, 11:30 a.m.

Men’s track and field

St. John’s juniors Maguire Petersen and
Eli Mollet at NCAA Division Il Indoor

Championships

Women’s track and field

St. Cloud State senior Hannah Arason
and junior Parker Buske at NCAA Division
Il Indoor Championships

College of St. Benedict sophomore Fiona
Smith at NCAA Division Ill Indoor Cham-
pionships

Men’s swimming & diving

St. Cloud State at NCAA Division Il
Championships

Women’s swimming & diving

St. Cloud State at NCAA Division Il
Championships

Men’s tennis

St. John’s vs. St. Thomas (Fla.) in Florida,
10:30 a.m.

St. John’s vs. Stonehill, 5:30 p.m.

NAHL hockey

Minot Minotauros at St. Cloud Norse-
men, 7 p.m.

NA3HL hockey

West Division semifinals (best of 3)
Alexandria Blizzard at Granite City Lum-
berjacks, 7:30 p.m.

ODDS PROVIDED BY

TIpICO

SPORTSBOOK

Odds are subject to change. Tipico Sportsbook
does not offer lines for New Jersey-based college
sports teams. Gannett may earn revenue from
audience referrals to betting services. Newsrooms
are independent of any such relationships and
there is no influence on news coverage. Terms and
conditions apply, see site for details. 21+ only.
Gambling Problem? Call: 1-800-GAMBLER (NJ, PA,
IL, VA), 1-800-522-4700 (CO, NV, KS),
1-800-BETS-OFF (IA), 1-800-9-WITH-IT (IN),
1-800-589-9966 (OH), 1-877-770-7867 (LA),
1-888-238-7633 (MO), 1-888-777-9696 (MS). Call
or text: 1-800-889-9789 (TN).

For the latest picks and expert analysis, go to
sportsbookwire.com

Scan for latest odds

See up-to-the-minute
lines and compete in
Daily Ticket free-to-play
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NEW YORK - Major League Base-
ball's acrimonious lockout ended
Thursday when a divided players’ asso-
ciation voted to accept management’s
offer to salvage a 162-game season that
will start April 7.

Owners approved the five-year labor
contract with a 30-0 vote, and MLB for-
mally lifted the lockout at 7 p.m. on its
99th day.

“I am genuinely thrilled to say Major
League Baseball is back and we’re going
to play 162 games,” Commissioner Rob
Manfred said. “I want to start by apolo-
gizing to our fans. I know the last few
months have been difficult.”

MLB’s roster freeze, imposed when
the work stoppage began on Dec. 2, was
to dissolve immediately, allowing Fred-
die Freeman, Carlos Correa and more
than 100 other free agents to sign con-
tracts.

Training camps in Florida and Arizo-
na will open Friday, and the mandatory
reporting date is Sunday. Exhibition
games will begin March 17 or 18.

Fans can start making plans to be at
Fenway Park, Dodger Stadium and
Camden Yards next month. Opening
day is being planned a little more than a
week behind the original date on March
3L

The deal brings several major
changes to the sport — a universal desig-
nated hitter, an expanded postseason
and measures to disincentivize so-
called “tanking.” Most of the labor fight
centered on the game’s core economics.

The 184 games canceled by Manfred
were instead postponed, with the regu-
lar season extended by three days to
Oct. 5. Approximately three games per
team will be made up as part of double-
headers.

With pitchers Max Scherzer and An-
drew Miller taking prominent roles as
union spokesmen, players twice al-
lowed management deadlines pass to
salvage the original March 31 opening

day, then let this Tuesday’s deadline for
a162-game schedule go by.

After narrowing the economic gap
this week, MLB made another offer
Thursday afternoon, saying this was the
absolute, final, last moment to play 162
games and preserve full salary and ser-
vice time.

Teams moved toward middle ground
between themselves and the players.
The union’s executive board approved
the offer on a 26-12 vote. a person famil-
iar with the balloting said, speaking to
The Associated Press on condition of
anonymity because no announcement
was authorized.

Players’ pictures that had been
scrubbed from the league’s website
were restored at 7 p.m. sharp. Teams
tweeted videos and statements cele-
brating the lockout’s end and sharing
info about buying tickets for the new
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MLB players vote to end lockout

opening day.

“The deal pushes the game forward,”
Yankees pitcher Gerrit Cole, a member
of the union’s executive subcommittee,
said in an telephone interview with The
Associated Press. “It addresses a lot of
the things that the players in the game
should be focused on: the competitive
integrity aspect of it.”

Playoffs will expand from 10 to 12
teams, with two division winners re-
ceiving first-round byes and the re-
maining four teams in a best-of-three
wild card round in each league.

The deal allows teams to have adver-
tising on uniforms and helmets for the
first time and could lead to a pitch clock
and limits on defensive shifts in 2023.

“I love our game,” Manfred said.
“Having said that, since I've been com-
missioner, I've talked about the need to
make changes in some of our rules to

Major League
Baseball
Commissioner
Rob Manfred
speaks during
a news
conference
after
negotiations
with the
players’
association
toward a labor
deal on March
1. WILFREDO
LEE/AP

enhance the entertainment value of our
product for the benefit of our fans. And I
think the new agreement opens up an
opportunity that we can work with the
players to make sure that we can make
good rule changes that work for our
fans.”

The agreement calls for the luxury
tax threshold to rise from $210 million
last year to $230 million this season and
gradually to $242 million in 2026, a
loosening for the biggest spenders such
as the Yankees, Mets, Dodgers and Red
Sox.

Tax rates remain unchanged at the
initial threshold, second and third
thresholds. A new fourth threshold,
aimed at billionaire New York Mets
owner Steve Cohen, has tax rates of
80% for the first offender, 90%, for the
second and 110% for the third.

Albany

Continued from Page 1C

It took some time for the Huskies to
get in a groove as the two teams traded
off different styles of tempo. Albany
likes to run up and down the court and
create scoring opportunities quickly.

Kimball is a team that likes to pass
the ball alot and take its time to put up a
shot. With these very different styles,
both teams had to adjust and try and
win that control of pace.

In the first half, neither team could
win that control and Albany held onto a
27-20 lead. The Huskies would try to
make runs, but Kimball came right back
with a score to keep the game close.

“We knew we’d have to use ball
fakes,” said Albany head coach Aaron
Boyum. “We knew we’d have to meet
our passes and good floor spacing.”

The biggest factor for Albany was its
passing on Wednesday night. Boyum
said that the players passed well and it
helped find the open player for a shot.

Kylan Gerads added that this team
has become closer and closer through-
out the season and it’s easier to commu-
nicate on the court. That communica-
tion leads to players making the moves
on the court and allowing one player to
be open for a basket.

That passing became more effective
in the second half and it allowed the
Huskies to take control of the game.

“I think our passing was really good,”
Boyum said. “Ithought our floor spacing
was good. I thought we did a good job of
getting the ball to the high post and our
girls that were working on the baseline
diving to the weak side block I think did
a good job of that.”

About halfway through the second
half, Albany took a double-digit lead
against Kimball and that lead never fad-
ed until the Huskies won by 15 points.

The Albany defense had a big night to
keep the No. 5 seeded Kimball team at
only 37 points. Kimball spent most of its
time on the 3-point line and passed the
ball around the perimeter.

The Huskies stuck to a zone defense
most of the time and it didn’t allow Kim-
ball to have the time to put up a three
without defensive pressure. With the
Albany’s height advantage, the Huskies
out-rebounded Kimball 37-24 to go on
fast breaks.

“We knew that they were going to be
good 3-point shooters,” Gerads said. “So
we knew we had to talk alot on the court
and just tell our teammates where the
shooters were so we could get out and
stop them.”

Gerads led the Huskies with 25

Kristen Hilbert of Kimball tries to get a shot past Albany's Alyssa Sand during
the second half of the Section 6-2A semifinals game on Wednesday at St. John's
University in Collegeville. PHOTOS BY DAVE SCHWARZ/DSCHWARZ@STCLOUDTIMES.COM

Albany's Savanna Pelzer drives past Olivia Mortenson of Kimball during the
Section 6-2A semifinals game on Wednesday at St. John's University in

Collegeville.

points and completed the double-dou-
ble with 11 rebounds. Joran Carlson also
had eight points, while Alyssa Sand fin-

ished with six points and nine re-
bounds.
The Huskies will enter its fourth

Albany's Alyssa Sand puts up a shot
during the Section 6-2A semifinals
game on Wednesday at St. John's
University in Collegeville.

Albany's Madi Herkenhoff puts up a
shot during the Section 6-2A
semifinals game on Wednesday at St.
John's University in Collegeville.

straight section championship game.
Albany won the section title game in
2019 against Pine City and 2021 against
Sauk Centre. In 2021, the Huskies even-
tually went on and won the Class 2A
state championship.

Albany wants to defend that title and
the only way to have an opportunity to
do so is win at 7 p.m. Friday against No.
2 Sauk Centre at St. John’s University.
This will be the third straight meeting
between these two teams in the section
finals.

Sauk Centre won that matchup in
2020, but Albany got the win in 2021
Earlier this season, Sauk Centre won at
home against the Huskies 55-53, but the
Albany players feel ready for this title
game on Friday.

“It helps to know the environment a
little,” Gerads said on playing in multiple
section title games in her career.

Brian Mozey is the high school sports
reporter for the St. Cloud Times. Reach
him at 320-255-8772 or bmo-
zey@stcloudtimes.com. Follow him on
Twitter @BrianMozey.
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ENTERTAINMENT ADVICE-HOROSCOPLES

BRIDGE COLUMN: TEST YOUR PLAY

1. You are the dealer with
the West hand at Six Diamonds,
and North leads the queen of
hearts followed by the jack. You
play low twice from dummy as
South contributes the six and
four. How would you play the
hand?

WEST EAST
4AKS5 49743
v7 ¥YK852
¢AK1062 +QJ9
S AK104 *QJ

2.You are declarer with the West

hand at Five Diamonds doubled,

bidding having gone:

the

North leads the king of spades,

which you ruff. When you lead t
ace of diamonds, South discards

a spade. How would you play the

hand?
WEST EAST
a? 48654
¥10 ¥98732
¢AKQ10743452
#AKQ62 %93
* % %

1. The best way to avoid a spade
loser is to try for a dummy reversal.
Ruff the second heart with the king

and cash the J-9 of trump.

If the adverse trumps are divided

heart king with your last trump. Now
lead a club to the queen and cash
the queen of trump, discarding your
spade loser, and the rest of the tricks
are yours.

All told, you score six trump
tricks (dummy’s Q-J-9 and the three
heart ruffs in your hand), two spades
and four clubs. This type of play is
called “dummy reversal” because
declarer reverses the usual procedure
of ruffing losers in dummy and
instead ruffs dummy’s losers in his
hand.

2. The correct lead at trick three
is the ten of hearts! This seemingly
aimless play offers the best chance
for the contract, since North's hand
probably looks something like:

he

4J986

s J4

If you don’t lead the ten of hearts
and instead play the A-K of clubs,
planning next to ruff a low club in
dummy, North can defeat you by
trumping the third club, leading the
heart jack to his partner’s ace and
trumping a club return by South.

The purpose of the early heart
play is to remove South’s heart entry
prematurely and thus assure the
contract even if North has only a
doubleton club. If you make the heart
play at trick three, the only tricks you
can lose — if North has a hand similar
to the one shown — are a heart and
a diamond.

North East South West  3-2, ruff the eight of hearts (assume .
AMAKJ92 Tomorrow: Two chances are better.
14 Pass 44 5¢ the ace does not fall). Then lead a vK) (9)2022 King Features Syndicate Inc.
Dble Pass Pass Pass club to dummy’s jack and ruff the
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In the early days of
the word “sarcasm,”
the term referred to a
bitter mockery. In its
modern usage, sarcasm
is softened by a touch
of irony, humor or both.
Still, communicating in
this way comes with risks,
especially with today’s
climate of sensitivity. Avoid
dry or ambiguous humor.
Stick with warmth and
authenticity.

Aries (March 21-April
19). The one you love can
hurt you with so much
as a look. Knowing this,
you recognize the similar
power you hold and will
wield that power with
gentle compassion.

Taurus (April 20-May
20). Talent is everywhere
and what you witness will
get the wheels of your
mind whirring. People are
doing the unimaginable,
though once you
experience it, imagining
certainly gets easier.

Gemini (May 21-June
21). You have many
interests. Even if the
people around you don't
share the same passions
as you, they appreciate
your wide range. For your
sake and theirs, keep on
exploring!

Cancer (June 22-July 22).
Some people listen; others
just wait for the chance
to talk again. You're an
attentive listener who
deserves the same. Today
it's better to just avoid the
known offenders who can’t
or won't connect.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22).
The day has a confessional
quality, including
admissions you'd rather
not hear. As for your own
information, you like to
keep it on a need-to-know
basis.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
The potential for tedium
is too high for your liking,
so whatever you can do to
keep things interesting is
strongly favored. Elements
of humor, mischief,
creativity... even chaos...
can help.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
Saying “sorry” doesn’t put
things back the way they
were before, but it can
give the closure necessary
to start again. Do they
deserve your forgiveness?
Debatable. Forgive anyway.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). Being around different
styles will make you
appreciate your own. It will
also inspire you to change
a few things. You're the
best kind of impressionable
right now.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). The answer will
involve putting people to
work. This is more effective
than any other way of
starting a relationship.
Through work, bonds are
woven, loyalties forged.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). People say it's not
about the cards you're
dealt, but how you play
them — not entirely true.
Good cards win. Bad cards
can win too, but only if you
bluff.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb.
18). The secret to success
is... there is no secret. It's
the same thing everyone
knows. Work and try.
Improv. Try again. When
your offer is what they
need and want — success!

Pisces (Feb. 19-March
20). Everyone has a
self-image and a public
image. These two images
will align. Whatever you
do, do it for you. Please
yourself and don't look for
validation from any other.

Today'’s Birthday
(March 11). You'll take
part in a race. Many will
drop out before the finish
line, but not you. You'll
eventually end up among
the winners. Aries and
Gemini adore you. Your
lucky numbers are: 2, 22,
19, 30 and 45.

This is the opinion of
Holiday Mathis, Creators
Syndicate, 737 3rd St.,
Hermosa Beach, CA 90254
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Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3
box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
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Find at least six differences in detaiis between panels.
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Jumbles: OPERA MOUND
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Answer: If you want more zeros, an addition problem can

CROUCH  SHROUD

make it easy to — ROUND “SUM” UP

JON, SONSCREEN...NOW

GARFIELD

OPIE, PON'T EAT SO FAST
OR YOU'LL GET BLOAT
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TIME CAN BE EXHADSTING
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PEOPLE SAY MARCH
COMES IN LIKE A LION
AND GOES OUT LIKE

A LAMB.

WHY NOT N LIKE AN
AMPHIBIAN AND OUT
LIKE THE SAME, YET

DRAMATICALLY CHANGED,
AMPHIBIAN?Z
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“Do you use this little table and
chairs very much when we’re
not here, Grandma?”

ZITS

JEREMY 40U HAVE TO DUDE, 'OURE TURNING
GET RIDOF THE VINTAGE INTOANOLD BABY
BOWLING SHIRT/ BOOMER RIGHT IN

FRONTOF ME!

zitscomics.com

DENNIS THE MENACE
1 1] [
& .
I Ay
I g d | ‘

"FILL ME UP

KENKEN

SCTIMES.COM |

FRIDAY, MARCH 11, 2022 | 5C

Each row and each column must

3+ 5

24X

5+

15X

corners.

13+

the number in

15X

contain the numbers 1 through 6.
The numbers within the heavily
outlined boxes, called cages, must
combine using the given operation
(in any order) to produce the
target numbers in the top-left
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HELP OUR TEAM.,
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Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.

program manager with Friends of the Earth.

Now you can finally have all of the soothing benefits

of a relaxing warm bath, or enjoy a convenient
refreshing shower while seated or standing.
Introducing Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s exclusive

v' First and only walk-in tub available with a
customizable shower

v' Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your
height and pivots to offer a seated shower option

v" Now with 10 Hydro Jets, 16 Air Bubble Jets, and
MicroSoothe® Advanced Air Therapy System

v" High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive

lifetime warranty on the entire tub
v" Top-of-the-line installation and service, all
included at one low, affordable price

Now you can have the best of
both worlds—there isn’t a better,
more affordable walk-in tub!

Call today and receive
exclusive savings of

$1600 OFF

plus a FREE shower package

Call Toll-Free
320-316-0903

320-316-0903

FINANCING AVAILABLE  Fgegy
WITH APPROVED CREDIT (5L

SAFEWSTEP

VVALK-IIN 1 UB
WhySafeStep.com

*With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub
purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.
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