Editor’s note: The Brainerd Dispatch print edition
went to press before polls closed Tuesday night, but
area and state primary election results can be found
at brainerddispatch.com and in Wednesday’s Brainerd

Dispatch e-edition.

By Theresa Bourke and Sara Guymon
Brainerd Dispatch

out Crow Wing County buzzed with activity

Town halls and other polling places through-

Tuesday, Aug. 9, as election judges per-
formed their duties and voters cast their ballots
for their favorite candidates during the state’s

primary election.

The contests will determine which candidates
will appear on the ballot for the Nov. 8 general
election, including those for governor and
lieutenant governor, secretary of state and
attorney general. Several local races also feature
enough candidates to prompt a primary.

Deborah Erickson, Crow Wing County
administrative services director and elections
head, said Tuesday morning the operation
appeared to be running smoothly, minus a few
minor questions here and there from those

staffing the polls.
ELECTION: Page A17

School meal prices mirror
their pre-pandemic rates

By Theresa Bourke
Brainerd Dispatch

BRAINERD — Fam-
ilies will have to pay
for school meals for
the first time since the
COVID-19 pandemic,
but prices in Brainerd
will remain where they
were pre-pandemic.

The U.S. Department
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of Agriculture provided
free meals for students
for the past two school
years, but that program
has come to an end.

Food Services Direc-
tor Alissa Thomp-
son told the Brainerd
School Board Monday,
Aug. 8, because of state
and federal reimburse-
ment amounts, families
who have to go back to
paying for their meals
will not see an increase
in cost from the 2019-
20 school year, even as
food prices climb.

The federal Keep Kids
Fed Act, signed into
law in June, provides
increased financial sup-
port to schools to keep
meal prices as low as
possible. The act allots
an additional 40 cents
for student lunches and
15 cents for breakfast.
Those amounts, paired
with state reimburse-
ments, mean Thomp-
son is confident pric-
es can stay where they
were.

“I was very cognizant
of inflation to families

RATES: Page A17

Steve Kohls / Brainerd Dispatch
Jerry and Agnes Stevens from Unorganized Territory on Tuesday enter The Woods Event Center to vote in the
primary election.

County sticks with broader

boardwalk moratorium
Board agrees to loosen subdivision ban

Steve Kohls / Brainerd Dispatch
The boardwalk at the Milford Mine Memorial Park,
seen on July 12, spans two points of land at Milford
and Foley lakes at the park.

By Chelsey Perkins
Brainerd Dispatch

BRAINERD — Crow
Wing County’s morato-
rium on boardwalk con-
struction along shore-
lines stands unchanged
after commissioners
declined to adopt updates
intended to narrow its
focus.

Following a Tuesday,
Aug. 9, public hearing
— during which most
speakers opposed the
changes — a motion to

adopt a majority of the
staff-suggested lan-
guage into the interim
ordinance failed in a 2-3
vote, with commission-
ers Steve Barrows, Bill
Brekken and Rosemary
Franzen opposed.

The changes would
have permitted con-
struction to move for-
ward on new shoreline
boardwalks meeting cer-
tain criteria, intended

COUNTY: Page A18

Staffing shortages delaying mail delivery in Minnesota

By Tim Nelson
MPR News

That old United States
Postal Service motto —
“We Deliver for You” —
is coming with a cave-
at more and more these
days, in Minnesota and
around the nation. They
deliver — mostly.

Amy Oxentenko, a
doctor in Rochester,
noticed it after she put
her mail on hold for a
family vacation earlier

this summer.

“We had, that first
week we were back, some
fits and stops of several
days without mail,” she
recalled. “And then we
started in this spread of
almost two weeks, with
only getting mail one day
out of those two weeks.”

It was a mystery until a
neighbor told her: Their
carrier was out, and
there wasn’t a replace-
ment. The neighbor went

to the post office to try
and get the missing mail
— no luck there, either.

“There was thousands
of thousands of pieces of
mail yet to be sorted,”
Oxentenko said.

A short distance away,
Lori Mickelson said she
waited two weeks for
loan paperwork from
a customer in Cannon
Falls to make its way
through the mail to her
equipment dealership

outside Rochester.

About the same time in
June, she put an outgo-
ing letter in the mailbox
on the street outside her
Rochester home.

“T put it in on a
Wednesday (and) it
wasn’t picked up Thurs-
day, Friday or Saturday,
with the flag up.”

Mickelson said she
finally drove it to the
post office herself the

STAFFING: Page A14

3rd candidate seeks Ironton mayoral office

A third candidate filed
Tuesday, Aug. 9, to run
for the mayor of Ironton.

Jeff Midthun, a cur-
rent Ironton City Coun-
cil member, marked the
third person seeking the
office thus far.

Also filing for mayor
Tuesday were Sierra
McLean in Crosby, who
previously ran for the
role; Debbie Siltman in

Jenkins, filing for an open
seat given the current
mayor is seeking elec-
tion to the Crow Wing
County Board; and Mayor
Tamara Hansen in Pine
River, who is seeking
reelection.

A third candidate filed
to run for East Gull Lake
City Council, making the
race for two open seats
competitive. Incumbent

Scott Hoffman seeks to
return to the body.

The candidate filing
period to seek public
office in school districts,
cities, townships and
hospital districts remains
open through Aug. 16.

Filingson Aug. 9

School districts
Walker-Hacken-

sack-Akeley School Dis-
trict No. 113

» School board member
(elect three) — Kimberley
Gendron, Keane Johnson,
Shannon Pfeiffer.

Verndale School Dis-
trict No. 818

» School board mem-
ber (elect three) — Tahna
Rurup (incumbent).
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Sneaky squirrels thwart
schemes to protect feeders

>

quirrels are
Sentertaining.

Around here, the
ones we notice the
most are the gray
ones, although the red
squirrels
make their
presence
known
by their
scolding
croaks

B when they
LEWANDOWSKI don’t like
— % something.

It’s been a
good summer for these
animals. Last year, we
had drought conditions
that stressed the oaks
into producing more
acorns. More food,
better survival rates
in a long winter and
more babies. They are
everywhere.

I have a love—hate
relationship with the
little gray critters. I'd
like to think I have a
liberal view of feeding
any creature that roams
through our yard,
whether I want to do it
or not. I like to dangle
hummingbird and tube
seed-filled feeders for
other birds from the
eaves around the house.
Over time, I've used
a multitude of places
to dangle them in an
attempt to keep them
high enough so a lanky
bear won’t be able to
reach them.

I can put up with
hungry bears, knowing
that I can take steps to
protect against their
foraging by bringing in
anything they are likely
to munch on at night. I
haul the big containers
on wheels inside the
garage to avoid a mess.

I'm not a rookie

+ W lhoard thvovgh ﬁk@..,L.
_ Grapaving thet: alll Frns ars

Jed Carlson / Superior Telegram file photo

A squirrel has bits of sunflower seeds stuck in its whiskers while hanging from a
bird feeder near Central Park in Superior.

anymore when it comes
to leaving garbage bins
out overnight before
trash pick up the next
morning. Sometimes
that works, other times
it doesn’t. When it
doesn’t work, I clean
muddy paw prints off
a window or repair a
screen.

But the gray acrobats
know how to get around
every barrier I've used
to keep them from
gorging. I don’t mind
feeding them, but ¢’'mon
guys, do I have to refill
the feeders every day?
I’m not 30 years old
anymore, for Pete’s
sake!

If they happen to
wreck a bird feeder, I
fix it. It’s the cost of
watching chickadees,
redpolls and finches
in the morning. I

like having the birds
hanging around,
especially at sunrise
when I’m having that
first cup of coffee.
But the squirrels are
relentless.

I have a friend who
takes a somewhat
perverse approach to
squirrel intrusions. I
suspect it has its origins
from his experience
with some of the
critters a few decades
ago, when they invaded
his summer home and
pretty much chewed
their way through a wall
trying to get out.

He designed an
elaborate contraption
that counterbalanced
corn cobs on the end
of several one by two
pine boards that were
engineered to start
rotating in circles when

GROWING YOUR OWN SWEET; JUICY FRUIT
ISTFUN AND/REWARDING!
SUMMER NEVER TASTED SO GOOD!
SALE ENDS AUG: 16TH:

Save up to 25% off on select trees,
shrubs and perennials too! Just look
for the items marked with the flags!

218-829-5519

16460 Hwy 371 N. Brainerd
LandsburgNursery.com
Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-5:30pm,
Sat 9am-4pm, Sun 9am-2pm

the gray scavengers
reached the goodies on
the end of the stick. He
had the device set up
so it would spin in two
different ways.

I would often look
out from a second-floor
living room window
and watch the dizzy,
bushy-tailed critters
stagger across the lawn
after giving up trying to
scrounge a meal.

Recently, an
unemployed Google
engineer designed an
elaborate maze that his
neighborhood squirrels
had to navigate to get a
free lunch. It has been
a YouTube success and
well-worth seeing.

So, the squirrels
persist. Short of
spending a lot of time
making devices for my
occasional distraction
and trying to keep the
gray marauders at bay,
I am left with watching
them hang upside-down
stuffing themselves
outside the office
window and wondering
how in the heck they
can swallow that way?

Make
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simple.
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VACUUM
CLEANER

OUTLET & SERVICE CENTER
Serving The Area Since 1972
Largest Selection Of Name
Brand Cleaners In The Area!

Household & Commercial

SALES & SERVICE
FOR ALL BRANDS
Specializing in

Simplicity, Riccar & Kirby
We Take Trade-Ins.

M-F 9am - 4:30pm, Sat. 9am-11:30am
117 NE 1st St.,
Next to Little Falls Dental Court,
Little Falls, MN

320-632-3674

WEATHER OUTLOOK

Tim

Lydia Jared
Blume Piepenburg Albertson

Dillon Robert Jesse John Wheeler

Vogt Poynter Ritka CHIEF
METEOROLOGIST

(StormTRACKER)
BRAINERD FORECAST

Wednesday| Thursday | Friday | Saturday
80/56 78/59 71163 84/62
Mostly Sunny Partly Cloudy Showers Partly Cloudy
Wind:N 8mph  |Wind: E  7mph  |Wind: SE 12mph JWind: E 8 mph
Sunday | Monday | Tuesday |Wednesday
83/61 80/59 78/56 75/57
Partly Cloudy Partly Cloudy Partly Cloudy Partly Cloudy
Wind: NE 8mph  JWind: E  9mph  |Wind:E 9mph  |Wind: SE 8 mph
*Average wind speed for each day
Warroad:

UV Index Today

7

0-2 Low. 3-5 Moderate. 6-7 High.
8-10 Very High. 11+ Extreme.

] ‘ StiCloud |
il

80s

Marshall

Owatonna (
= |

oday Tomorrow Today Tomorrow
Regional Weather H o H Lo Regional Weather Hi Lo Hi Lo
Bemidiji, MN 76 52 77 55 Marshall, MN 86 62 76 64
Duluth, MN 79 58 71 55 Mlnneapolls MN 86 61 83 63
Eau Clalre, Wi 87 57 81 56 Rochester, MN 8 61 77 59
Fargo, ND 80 62 77 63 Sioux Falls, SD 92 67 84 68

St. Cloud, MN 82 57 80 60

International Falls, MN73 49 73 50

StormTRACKER Forecast

Sunny skies with highs near 80

degrees. =

Aug. 11

Almanac Through 6 pm Tuesday

Temperature High Low

Tuesday 84 52

Normal 80 57  aug 18

Record 95 in 1958 37 in 1917

Precipitation In Inches

Tuesday B ew
Aug. 27

Sunrise: 6:09 a.m.
Moonrise: 8:21 p.m.

Sunset: 8:34 p.m.
Moonset: 5:06 a.m. Aug. 11

Constantly updated forecasts online

www.brainerddispatch.com it

Sep. 3

Happy together
Weather drawing by Noelle Bonilla of Mrs. Sauer’s

and Mrs. Meyer’s first grade class at Harrison Ele-
mentary School.

Attention teachers: Don’t forget to submit your students’
weather drawings to the Brainerd Dispatch, P.0. Box 974,
Brainerd, MN 56401
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The Panda Project
fundraising event

planned for Aug. 20

SAUK CENTRE — The
Panda Project, a fund-
raising walk to raise
awareness for veteran
and active duty suicides,
will be Aug.
20, at The
Eagle’s
Healing
Nest in
Sauk Cen-
tre.

The event
is to honor
the late
Sgt. Cody Randall, son
of Vicki Randall, Bax-
ter, who suffered with
mental illness and com-
mitted suicide in April
2020.

Melony Butler of The
Eagle’s Healing Nest
reached out to the Ran-
dall family to offer sup-
port during a trying
time. The Nest is not
government supported
and is run 100% from
donations so The Panda
Project is one way the
Randall family could
give back.

The day’s
will include:

> 1 p.m., registration
and silent auction opens
with memory flags,
gold stars and T-shirts
available for purchase;

» 2 p.m. opening
ceremony with intro-
ductions of guests and
speakers;

» 3-4:30 p.m., fund-
raising walk with tours
of The Eagle’s Healing
Nest included during
this time;

» 4:30-5 p.m., dinner
served;

> 5:30 p.m., closing
ceremony and silent
auction ends.

Cost to participate
is $20 and includes a
Panda Project T-shirt.
All money raised at this
event will go directly
to The Eagle’s Healing
Nest.

Donations can be
made any time before
the event. Make checks
out and mail directly
to The Eagle’s Healing
Nest, 310 US 71 N., Sauk
Centre, MN 56378. Be
sure to add The Panda
Project in the memo.

Last year, the event
raised $15,000 with a
goal of $20,000 this
year.

The Eagle’s Healing
Nest is a 501(c)(3), non-
profit and all donations
are tax deductible.

CLCto host Ag &
Energy Research

Center Field Day

STAPLES — The com-
munity is invited to the
annual Central Lakes
College Ag & Energy
Research Center Field
Day from 9 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. Aug. 26.

Activities are free and
open to the public and
will take place at the
CLC Staples Campus,
26505 County Highway
2.

Drone flights and a
tractor ride and drive
will take place all day.
The rest of the schedule
is as follows.

> 10-10:45 a.m.:
Regional  Conserva-
tion Partnerships Pro-
gram and Soil and Water
Conservation District
60-foot cover crop tour.

» 10-11:45 a.m.: Local
foods tour.

» 11-11:45 a.m.: Leg-
islative-Citizen Com-
mission on Minnesota
Resources projects
cover crops, hemp, kids’
garden activities.

» Noon: Lunch

> 12:30-1:30 p.m.:
Lunch program

» 1:30-2:30 p.m.: Liv-
ing Legacy Garden ice
cream social and garden
tours.

» 1:30-3 p.m.: Crow
Wing River Forage
Council tour.

For more information
on the day’s events, call
Melody Weber at 218-
894-5123 or Tiffany

o

Randall

schedule

Kelly Humphrey / Brainerd Dispatch
Central Lakes College banner.

Klaphake at 218-894-
5141.

Ace Hardware’s
Teacher
Appreciation Day
offers chance to

dunk a teacher

BRAINERD The
Brainerd area Ace Hard-
ware will host a Teacher
Appreciation Day from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday,
Aug. 13.

Pam Vogt, assistant
manager of Brainerd Ace
Hardware, said they will
be raising funds to help
area teachers purchase
supplies for their stu-
dents this school year.

The event will feature
a dunk tank where peo-
ple can donate to have a
chance to send a teacher
or school resource offi-
cer into the water.

Along with the dunk
tank, the event will
have a showcasing of
the Big Green Egg with
free samples and Pit
Happens will have food
available for purchase.

Brainerd Ace Hard-
ware is located at 214
W. Washington St. in
Brainerd.

Facebook fundraiser
to benefit Lakes
Area Skatepark

Association

BRAINERD The
Lakes Area Skatepark
Association will be the
beneficiary of a Face-
book fundraiser through
the end of August.

Lakes area resident
Jarrod McKinney chose
to donate to the non-
profit for his birthday
and has committed to
matching all Facebook
donations up to $10,000
through Aug. 31.

To donate to the
fundraiser, visit bit.
ly/3A59Fxn or lakesar-
easkatepark.org.

Community
Outreach Day set

in Sylvan Township

PILLAGER Cass
County will host its next
Community Outreach
Day in Sylvan Township
Saturday, Aug. 27, at the
Sylvan Township Build-
ing.

Members of the public
are invited to come from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and
visit with Cass Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office staff,
Pillager Area Fire and
Rescue, Cass County

Environmental Services
and Cass County elec-
tion staff.

Along with games and
food trucks, there will be
applications for a per-
mit to carry a firearm
or purchase a firearm,
all terrain vehicle and
water safety, and event
permit applications will
also be available.

The portable “Take It
to the Box” prescrip-
tion drug disposal box
will be available to drop
off unwanted or expired
prescription drugs.

Cass County staff will
be available to assist
with signing up for the
instant emergency noti-
fication program, Nixle.

The event is in con-
junction with Sylvan
Township and other
local partners as they
look forward to hearing
how to improve public
safety in the neighbor-
hoods of Cass County.

The Sylvan Township
Building is located at
12956 24th Ave. SW., in
Pillager.

Aggregate and
Ready Mix
Association

of Minnesota
recognizes Ruud

for leadership

BRAINERD Sen.
Carrie Ruud, R-Breezy
Point, was recognized
last week by the Aggre-
gate and Ready Mix
Association
of Minne-
sota for her
years of
service and
leadership
in the State
Senate, and
particularly
as chair of
the Senate Environment
and Natural Resourc-
es Policy and Legacy
Finance Committee.

Among her many
accomplishments, asso-
ciation officials said in
a news release, Ruud
led the establishment
of the State’s Aggregate
Resources Task Force.
The task force evalu-
ated the state’s cur-
rent access to resourc-
es such as rock, sand,
and gravel, and how
such resources might be
managed to ensure their
availability for infra-
structure maintenance
and the construction
needs of future Minne-
sotans.

Ruud

First National

INVESTMENT
SERVICES

TOM PAULBECK
Financial Advisor, CRPC"

Tom provides experience and a
thoughtful, nuanced view of the financial
markets to help you meet your needs.

CROSSLAKE
35197 CR 3, MN
218.692.4472

WWW.FNBNORTH.COM

Registered

through

PEQUOT LAKES
30886 2nd St., MN
218.568.4473

BAXTER
14521 Edgewood Dr., MN
218.822.4480

=

y any federal
er named enity.

Renee Richardson / Brainerd Dispatch

The Brainerd area Ace Hardware will be hosting a Teacher Appreciation Day with
a dunk tank Saturday, Aug. 13.

Ruud recognized the
importance of docu-
menting the location
of the state’s limit-
ed supply of raw con-
struction materials and
bringing those locations
into the planning and
zoning process. Ruud
was instrumental in
strengthening Minne-
sota’s efforts to map the
locations of these criti-
cal and limited resourc-
es.

“I am honored to be
receiving this award of
recognition from ARM,”
Ruud said in a news
release. “Limited raw
construction resourc-
es like sand and grav-
el are found through-
out our state. One of my
proudest accomplish-
ments was establishing
Minnesota’s Aggregate
Resources Task Force,
which evaluates ways
to manage and pre-
serve these resources to
ensure their future use
and availability. I will
continue to advocate for
these important issues

Join usin

Contributed

The Lakes Area Skatepark Association is a nonprofit
aiming to raise funds to build a skate park in Brainerd

or Baxter.

even after my time at
the Senate comes to an
end.”

The Aggregate and
Ready Mix Association
of Minnesota represents
the producers of rock,
sand, gravel, and con-
crete used in construc-
tion and infrastructure
maintenance. The asso-
ciation provides edu-
cation, promotion and

2

>,
/

advocacy efforts in sup-
port of the construction
materials industry and
has been doing so since
its founding in 1953 as
the Minnesota Con-
crete Products Associa-
tion. The Aggregate and
Ready Mix Association
of Minnesota recognized
Ruud at the associa-
tion’s annual summer
meeting in Brainerd.

better wellness

Building a culture of wellness
through chiropractic care,
rehab, regenerative medicine,
neuropathy care, weight loss,
and optimal function.

7818 Excelsior Rd. Suite 100
Baxter, MN 56425
info@minnesotaregenerative.com

PHONE: 218-454-9355
FAX: 218-454-9356
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Tree Services

- Tree Trimming

- Removal

» Stump Grinding

- Woods Cleaning

®i¢ - Brush Chipping

&1 - Storm Cleanup

- Boulder Walls

- 60 Foot Bucket Truck

- Expert Climbing
Technicians

- Shoreline Restoration
- Tear-out Landscaping

- Complete
Landscaping

- And Lot Clearing!

=l Tree Service
& Landscaping

Callfora
free ESti mate' Locally Owned & Operated - Fully Insured - Licensed
www.jntreeservice-landscaping.com
218-232-7328

3 The National 4 Minnesota
Arbor Day Foundation’ ; Society of
: Arboriculture

Commercial & Residential
Land Clearing

- Lot Clearing
- Buckthorn Control

Land Clearing & Mulching - Brush Removal

Locally Owned & Operated = Fully Insured = Licensed ] HOI’SE & ATV TfE]IlS

wildernesslandimprovement.com -Site CleanUp
| - Property Line Clearing

- Wildlife Food Plots
- Invasive Willow Removal
- Recreational Clearing
" .Timberland Mulching
- Row & Utility Work =~

-‘ Call fora
free estimate,

- Hunting Land Management _,
- Shooting Lanes = '

[cERTIFIED
ARBORIST

ﬁ Tht’ N:lti()ll:ll : I I ,1 Minnesota
Arbor Day Foundation’ 3 Society of
ISA Arboriculture
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CONTACTING US

v

In person:
506 James St., Brainerd

By mail: PO Box 974,
Brainerd, MN 56401

By phone: 800-432-3703

The newsroom

Story tips and corrections
829-4705 or 800-432-3703
Fax: 829-0211
newstips@brainerddispatch.com

Letters to the Editor
Your opinions welcome
Attn: Reader Opinion,

PO Box 974,

Brainerd, MN 56401
readeropinion@
brainerddispatch.com

Advertising

To place a display ad
218-855-5898

Fax: 829-7735

Mon.-Thurs., 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Friday, 8:30 a.m.-noon
jill.wasson@brainerddispatch.com

Business office
Customer service and billing
800-432-3703

Mon.-Thurs., 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Friday, 8:30 a.m.-noon

Circulation

To subscribe or report

a missing paper
800-432-3703,

Mon.-Thurs., 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Friday, 8:30 a.m.-noon

If your paper was missed, please
call 218-855-5897 before 10 am.
If you call before 10 a.m. and live
inside the city limits of Brainerd /
Baxter we will re-deliver. Outside
the city limits, we will contact your
carrier for re-delivery.

mypaper@brainerddispatch.com

WHO'S RESPONSIBLE

v

Overall company operations:

Pete Mohs

Publisher, 855-5855
pete.mohs@brainerddispatch.com

Newsroom:

Matt Erickson

Editor, 855-5857
matt.erickson@brainerddispatch.com

Revenue:

Susie Alters

Advertising Director

855-5836
susie.alters@brainerddispatch.com

Finances:

Kari Lake

Controller/HR, 855-5807
kari.lake@brainerddispatch.com

Circulation:

Dianna Blanck

Circulation Director, 855-5810
dianna.blanck@brainerddispatch.com

Internet:

Denton Newman

New Media Director, 855-5889
denton.newman@brainerddispatch.com

Operations and presses:

Adam Gilson

Press Foreman, 855-5876
adam.gilson@brainerddispatch.com

Production:

Jamie “Skippy” Olson

Production Director, 855-5815
jamie.olson@brainerddispatch.com

DEATHS POLICE BLOTTER
v 4
Baxter police

Arne Thompson

Arne Thompson,
Montevideo died on
Thursday, July 28, 2022
at St. Cloud Hospital at
the age of 76.

Services were held
on August 2, 2022. It

can be viewed at

www.andersontebeest.c

om

Arne George

Thompson was born

May 26, 1946 in

Brainerd, MN to James and Elsie (Haunts)

Thompson. He was baptized and confirmed in
Brainerd and graduated from Brainerd High School
in 1964. He was a MN State Patrol Trooper for 32
years and retired in 2001 with the rank of
Sergeant. He was united in marriage with Arlene
Krueger July 16, 1993 in Watertown, SD. They
continued to live in Montevideo and enjoyed their
time at their lake place on Gladstone Lake near
Merrifield.

Arne was a master gardener and took pride in
having two large gardens to grow tomatoes, beans,
beets, and other vegetables. He was an amazing
cook and could make bread like no other. He
could clean a fish faster than anyone and could
cook them better as well. He enjoyed wild ricing
with his dad when he was younger, fishing, playing
darts and cards, and hunting trips to Wyoming.
Arne also worked with David and Daryl Augeson
doing electrician work as a side job to being a
Trooper. At one time he raised turkeys, chickens,
pheasants and ducks with David and Daryl. Arne
loved to feed the wildlife, especially the geese and
deer. He had a special place in his heart for his
dog, Benji. Arne had a huge heart and a wonderful
sense of humor. He was loved and respected by
everyone he knew.

Arne is survived by his wife, Arlene; two sons:
Arne (Gomer) Thompson Jr. of Brainerd and Troy
Thompson of Brainerd; two step-sons: Jeff (Heidi)
Flinn Jr. of Montevideo and Jarrod (Brigitte) Flinn
of Montevideo; five grandchildren: Katie Flinn
(Derek Wold) , Kayla Beatty, Huck Flinn, Jordan
Flinn (fiance Kristi Caviezel), and RJ Haas; seven
great-grandchildren: Gracie, Ryder, Jackson, Miles,
Bennet, Trinity, and Audrey; a brother, Pete (Sonja)
Thompson of lllinois; two sisters: Joan (Donald)
Roberts of Minnesota and Suzie Thompson of
Minnesota; and numerous nieces and nephews.

Preceding him in death were his parents and his
in-laws; a granddaughter, Amanda Flinn; and two
brothers: Warren Thompson and David Thompson.

USPS 063-060
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prior to the deadline*

*Deadline 3 p.m. the day before for
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Email: obits@brainerddispatch.com
Web: www.Modulist.news

Phone: 701-241-5509

or 866-910-9009

Deaths/Services

We request that notices of death come
from an official source, such as a funeral
home. If provided by a friend or family
member, we do require the name of the
funeral home or crematorium handling
arrangements. Death notices submitted
through the Modulist website will cost
$10. If received any other way, the cost
is $15. Please be sure to include the
name of the deceased, date of birth,
age, city of residence, when and where
he or she died, and the name and

city of the funeral home handling the
arrangements.

Paid Obituaries

All obituaries are paid advertisements.
The charge for obituaries is $15.75

per column inch and will print in the
Brainerd Dispatch and also be posted
on the Brainerd Dispatch website. The
minimum charge for any obituary is
$78.75. Only photos of the deceased
are allowed in an obituary. Obituaries
must be prepaid. Obituaries can run an
additional time at 50 percent off (within a
seven-day period).

Delores (Dolly)
M. Zitur

Dolores (Dolly) Zitur
passed peacefully into
the arms of her Savior
on Wednesday, August
3, at her home in
Brainerd. She was born
in St. Cloud to C. Art
and Minnie Swanson,
their only child. Dolly
married her neighbor,
Donald Charles Zitur,
Sr. and together raised three children, Sandra Lee
(Wayne) Nimmo, Sheryl Lynn (Scott) Nygaard, and
Donald Charles (Irene) Zitur, Jr. They moved to
Brainerd in August 1970 into the commercial
building on Hwy 371 they built together. Dolly and
her husband owned the Artcraft Company until he
retired at age 85. Dolly was active in the Women
of the Moose at all degrees: Academy of
Friendship, College of Regents, and Star Recorder.
Dolly was also active in the American Legion
Auxiliary #255, serving as secretary and then
being elected as President. She served one year
as Executive Committee member, first Vice, and
was then elected President of the Sixth District,
where she worked on many programs at the
Department level. She served two terms as
Chairman of the ALA Minnesota Girls’ State, two
years as Educational Director, two years on the
Ex. Board and the rest of the time as Counselor.
Dolly served at President of the Nisswa Women’s
Club and loved modeling at their fashion show to
raise money for the Scholarship Fund. She also
enjoyed dancing with her friends in Geritol Frolics.
Dolly was a lifelong bowler and attended the
National WIBC Bowling Tournaments for 28 years.
She served at president of the group for many
years until her retirement. Dolly was blessed with
twelve grandchildren: Justin (Evelyne) Nimmo,
Tamie (Jon) Barber, Matthew (Stephanie) Nygaard,
Nicholas (Kaitlyn) Nygaard, Jonathan Nygaard,
Aaron (Tori) Nygaard, Halle Nygaard, Michael Zitur,
Teresa (Kyle) Thiery, Terence (Jenny) Zitur, Donald
Charles Zitur lll, and Sueann (Leroy) Shepherd.
She has 20 great grandchildren: Jacob and Ryker
Nimmo, Ashley and Erich Barber, Emilie, Callie,
and Natalie Nygaard, Blake Zitur and Grace Zitur,
Kylee, Kaleb and Amelia Thiery, Lily and Everly
Zitur, Danika Zitur, Sophie Grunst, Jasmynn
Williams, LeiLand and Jameson Shepherd, and
Baby (yet to be named) Nygaard. Dolly thanked
God daily for her lovely family. Preceding her in
death was her mom and dad and her husband. A
funeral service for Dolly will be held at 11:00AM on
Friday, August 12th, 2022 at the Halvorson-Taylor
Life Events Center, 512 S. 8th Street, in Brainerd.
Gathering of family and friends one hour prior to
the service. Interment will be at the Minnesota
State Veterans Cemetery in Little Falls, MN. Caring
for Dolly and her family, Halvorson Taylor Funeral
Home in Brainerd.

» More obituaries on Page A12
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Loretta Lee

(Johnson)
MacDonald
Loretta Lee (Johnson)
MacDonald, age 89,
passed away on
Saturday, August 6,

2022 at Aicota Health
Care Center in Aitkin.

Lori was born on
September 22, 1932 in
Aitkin and was lovingly
adopted by Theodore B.
and Ruth S. (Hartman) Johnson. She lived in
Aitkin most of her life, graduating from Aitkin High
School in 1950. Lori married John W. MacDonald
on June 2, 1951 in Aitkin.

Lori worked as a proofreader and columnist for
the Aitkin Independent Age for ten years. She
volunteered with the Aitkin County Historical
Society, the Jaques Art Center, and Friends of the
Aitkin Public Library, served on an advisory board
for the Brainerd Dispatch, and was active in the
Republican Party at the county and district levels
for 30 years. She also enjoyed gardening, reading,
discussing Aitkin history, and staying up with
current events.

Lori is survived by daughter, Mara Funk (David)
of Cheyenne, WY; son John T. ‘Ted” MacDonald
(Ruth) of Ames, IA; grandchildren: Alexander Funk
of Cheyenne, WY; Joel Funk of Cheyenne, WY;
Neal MacDonald (Clare) of lowa City, IA; Scott
MacDonald (Claire Hofius) of St. Louis, MO; great-
grandson Callum; brother, Gerald A. Johnson
(Arvilla Unzeitig) of Aitkin; half-sister Bonnie
(Dlouhy) Ziebarth Eisworth of Oak Hills, CA; and
many nieces, nephews and cousins.

She was preceded in death by parents, Ted and
Ruth Johnson; birth parents, Richard K. Dlouhy
and Victoria O. Hansen; husband, John; and half-
sister, Donna (Dlouhy) Vodopia.

A memorial service will be held at a later date.
Burial will be at Lakeview Cemetery in Aitkin.

Memorials are preferred to the Aitkin County
Historical Society, Jaques Art Center, Aitkin Public
Library, or a charity of the donor’s choice.

To sign the guestbook online, go to:
www.srtfuneral.com. Arrangements are with the
Sorensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and
Cremation Service, Aitkin. www.srtfuneral.com.

Joyce Ecker

Joyce M. Ecker went
to be with her Lord on
August 4, 2022, while
surrounded by  her
family at her home.
Joyce was born to Jack
and Virgie Birge on
June 28, 1942 in
Pequot Lakes, MN. She
was born in the car on
the way to the hospital
and that was the last
time she was ever early.

Joyce loved spending time visiting and laughing
with her loved ones. She was always there to help
out, take care of others and babysit her
grandchildren. Joyce loved listening to music,
singing and playing the piano. She was active at
her church for many years. Decorating the church
for the holidays became one of her favorite
activities. The last few years, as it became more
difficult to leave the house, it brought her great joy
to keep up with friends and family through social
media.

Joyce is survived by her husband, Richard;
daughters, Kimberly (Mark) Hopper and Sonya

(James) Crimmins; grandchildren: Nathan
McFarland, Nolan (Kaylee) Hopper, Ethan,
Genevieve, Margaret and Shay Crimmins; great-
granddaughters, Kieran and Raina Hopper;

siblings: Patsy Birge, Larry (Theresa) Birge, Gary
(Annie) Birge, Barb (Scott) Hendricks, Sharon
Olson, John Birge, Rebecca Birge, Janice Birge;
and many nieces and nephews. She was preceded
in death by her mother, Virgie Birge; father, Jack
Birge; and grandson, Eli Crimmins.

Services will be held at the Backus Nazarene
Church on August 20 at 11:00 a.m., followed by a
time of fellowship and light lunch. Visitation will be
one hour prior to the service. Arrangements are
with Kline Funeral Home, Pine River.

BRIEF
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Rear-end collision injures Pierz man

VINELAND — A 57-year-old Pierz man was
injured Tuesday, Aug. 9, after he rear-ended a vehi-
cle on Highway 169 in Mille Lacs County.

The Minnesota State Patrol responded to the
crash, reported at 10:07 a.m., in Kathio Township,
south of Vineland. According to the report, a 2008
Honda Odyssey and a 2018 Chevy Malibu were
both northbound on the highway when the Honda
slowed to make a turn onto Vineland Road and was
rear-ended by the Chevy.

The driver of the Chevy, Toby Lawrence Egan, suf-
fered non-life-threatening injuries and was trans-
ported to Mille Lacs Health System-Onamia Clinic.

The driver of the Honda, Valeri Jennifer Krebsbach,
45, and her passengers: Alexander James Krebsbach,
13; Ellie Auna Krebsbach, 8; Maxwell James
Krebsbach, 7; all suffered no reported injuries.

The road was dry at the time of the crash.

Assisting at the scene were the Mille Lacs Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office and the Mille Lacs Tribal Police
Department.

CLARIFICATION

ARRESTS — A 43-year-
old woman was arrest-
ed at 7:17 p.m. Sunday,
Aug. 7, for a $193 theft
at Walmart, 7295 Glory
Road.

A 24-year-old man
was arrested at 6:50 p.m.
Saturday for a warrant
and possession of drugs
at Walmart. As of Tues-
day afternoon, the man
was in custody in the
Crow Wing County Jail.

A f40-year-old man
was arrested at 9:28
p.m. Friday for threats
of violence, driving while
intoxicated, disorder-
ly conduct and illegally
transporting a firearm on
the 14000 block of Edge-
wood Drive. As of Tues-
day afternoon, the man
was in custody in the
Crow Wing County Jail.

Brainerd police

ARRESTS — A 43-year-
old man was arrested at
10:40 a.m. Monday for
DWI and an open bot-
tle on the 1200 block of
South Sixth Street. As of
Tuesday afternoon, the
man was in custody in
the Crow Wing County
Jail.

A 27-year-old man
was arrested at 5:27
p-m. Sunday for assault,
disorderly conduct and
domestic assault on the
500 block of Second Ave-
nue Northeast.

A 29-year-old woman
was arrested at 4:20 p.m.
Saturday for the sale of
a controlled substance,
driving on a canceled
license, possession of
an open bottle, littering
and possession of drug
paraphernalia on the
500 block of Northeast
Washington Street. As of
Tuesday afternoon, the
woman was in custody
in the Crow Wing County
Jail.

A 62-year-old man
was arrested at 10:51 p.m.
Friday for the sale of a
controlled substance and
drug possession on the
400 block of Northeast
Washington Street.

A 32-year-old man
was arrested at 5:11 a.m.
Friday for six Crow Wing
County warrants on Jes-
sica Lane.

PROPERTY DAMAGE
— Report of proper-
ty damage Friday on the
900 block of Southeast
11th Street.

Crosby police

ARRESTS — A 35-year-
old man was arrested
at 9:26 p.m. Friday for
assault and threats of
violence on Oak Street.
As of Tuesday afternoon,
the man was in custody
in the Crow Wing County
Jail.

THEFT — Report of a
bike theft on Erie Avenue.

PROPERTY DAMAGE —
Report of a home being
spray painted, having
dog feces left on the
porch and fish carcasses
left around the yard on
Erie Avenue.

Crow Wing

County sheriff

ARRESTS — A
29-year-old man was
arrested at 11:35 a.m.
Sunday for assault on the
20000 block of Pickeral
Lake Road in Nokay Lake
Township.

A 35-year-old man
was arrested at 8:15
a.m. Friday for posses-
sion of drugs at 13th
Avenue Southwest and
64th Street Southwest
in Pequot Lakes. As of
Tuesday afternoon, the
man was in custody in
the Crow Wing County
Jail.

— Compiled by TIM SPEIER, staff

writer, who can be reached on

Twitter @timmy2thyme, call 218-

855-5859 or email tim.speier@
brainerddispatch.com.
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In the July 24, 2022, edition of the Brainerd
Dispatch, a Page A10 story on Senate District 10
candidate Jim Newberger included mention of an

convention shall not carry with it a commitment
of party resources, finances, and volunteers. All
candidates will proceed to the Primary Election in

endorsement by the Benton County Republicans.

Newberger later sought to clarify while the official
convention call for the June 23 event stated the
purpose was to endorse a candidate, the motion
passed by delegates indicated it was a prefer-
ential vote of support. “An endorsement at this

August where the official endorsed candidate will
be determined,” the convention call stated.
Newberger won the preferential vote with 23 votes
to three votes for candidate Nathan Wesenberg.
Candidate Steve Wenzel was not in attendance.
The Dispatch regrets the error.
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More work still needed
to stem tide of robocalls

appreciate the automatic call that
s ;s ; comes to our cellphones to remind us
about an appointment with a doctor’s

office. But nobody likes the multiple calls about
extended auto warranties, oceanfront property
for sale in Oklahoma or any of the myriad
maddening pitches we get on our cellular
phones these days — usually hiding behind the
mask of a local number, or even a number that
seems familiar.

Enter the Anti-Robocall Litigation Task
Force, a nationwide effort that’s being made
to investigate and take legal action against
companies who bring foreign robocalls into the
United States. The coalition includes attorneys
general from all 50 states.

The idea behind it is to try to reduce the
nation’s plague of scam and annoying phone
calls, which lead to nearly $30 billion stolen
each year, according to the National Consumer
Law Center.

More than 30 million robocalls are received
by Americans each day. Yes, each day.

The efforts to crack down on scammers and
robocalls isn’t new. In 2018, we urged the
Federal Communications Commission and
telephone companies to target 2019 to reduce
scam calls.

At that time, we noted that “the number of
robocalls with a North Dakota 701 area code
was 2.4 million in November. In Minnesota’s
218 area code, it was 5 million. Both of those
call totals also have greatly increased in the
past two years.

In 2021, we wrote that “more movement
comes in the battle vs. robocalls.” At that
time, the FCC had given wireless phone
providers a deadline to self-report whether
they are complying with the agency’s new rules
regarding robocalls.

These were good developments, but still, the
dang phone keeps ringing.

Now, the 50 attorneys general on the Anti-
Robocall Litigation Task Force will investigate
“gateway providers” that sell access to U.S.
telephone networks. According to a recent
report by Forum News Service, the ultimate
goal is to bring legal action against the
companies and cut down on illegal calls. While
much of the traffic originates from different
countries, the task force aims to shut down
domestic providers who route scam calls to the
U.S.

FNS reported that the task force has filed
subpoenas demanding information from the
20 companies they believe are responsible for a
significant volume of robocalls.

More good news.

It’s true that some of these calls are simple
reminders from a doctor or dentist — helpful
calls, from a local source, and not trying to
hide behind any kind of fake number or dark
motive.

— Grand Forks Herald

THIS WAS BRAINERD
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AUGUST 10

20 years ago (2002)

It was seven years since Brainerd last made
a trip to the American Legion state baseball
tournament. And before Brainerd knew it, it was
over. Facing N. St. Paul, second-ranked team in
the state, Brainerd led 2-0 into the final inning,
only to give up three runs for the loss. In their
second game they were steamrolled 19-1 by
Hopkins.

30 years ago (1992)

Jon Haapajoki of rural Brainerd has been
named executive director of the Brainerd Lakes
Area Chamber. Haapajoki says he starts on Sept.
8 but will be getting some early work done first.
He is a member of the school board and a rep
for a farm equipment company. Tom Kotula,
president of the chamber board, says there were
82 applications.

40 years ago (1982)

A man being held by Minneapolis Police
for making terroristic threats was escorted to
Brainerd to show county law enforcement the
site where he said he had hidden military grade
explosives. Sheriff’s deputy Skip Rudquist said
he found enough TNT and detonators to destroy
a car, plus “booby trap” devices.

60 years ago (1962)

Cleaver Thayer, 72, who drove for the first
time (illegally) in Chicago when he was 10, and
hasn’t had more than a scratched fender since
(not his fault), will be honored as the “Safe
Driver of the Century” by the St. Paul Auto Club
next week. Thayer and his wife live near Merri-
field and he still drives daily.

80 years ago (1942)

The consolidation of at least two Brainerd
schools (Garfield and Lowell) and closing of kin-
dergarten in Brainerd schools will be discussed
at a special school board meeting to curtail
expenses next year. Supt. Ferrell said the board
is short four grade school teachers, two at the
junior high and two more at the high school.

100 years ago (1922)

A general strike of the big four railroad trans-
portation unions is threatened, and that would
mean 2 million men walking off the job. They
say this is due to threats made against them by
railroad guards, and the danger of working on
poorly maintained equipment. All railroad shop-
men are already on strike, including the 1,200 at
Brainerd’s NP Railroad shops.

—Compiled by Terry McCollough—
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Want to increase economic mobility for
yourself and others? Make friends at church

By Cynthia M. Allen
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

he never-ending quest
I to understand why some
people are more easily
able than others to achieve the
American Dream has a new,
intriguing wrinkle.

It’s not just where you attend
school, where you live or your
family structure (although,
the last of those matters
tremendously) that determines
whether and how upwardly
economically mobile you will
become.

Your friendships matter, too,
specifically if they cut across
socioeconomic lines; that is, if
you develop relationships with
people who are richer than you.

That’s one of the major
takeaways of new research from
a group of academics, including
Harvard University economist Raj
Chetty.

Chetty and his colleagues
examined the social networks
of 72.2 million Facebook users
ages 25 to 44 and made some
interesting observations about
how personal connections foster
mobility.

They found that children raised
in environments with a higher
rate of friendships between people
of low and high socioeconomic
status have much higher rates of
upward mobility. That means, as
Chetty explained in The New York
Times, they have a much better
shot of rising out of poverty.

Forging those friendships,
however, isn’t always easy — and
not always because people are
reticent to make friends across
socioeconomic lines.

The researchers found, for
example, that people of lower
socioeconomic status tend to
develop most of the relationships
within their neighborhoods,

where there is less socioeconomic
diversity.

Wealthier people tend to make
lasting friendships in college,
where the same is often true.

That’s what the researchers call
an “exposure” issue.

What’s interesting, however, is
that when poorer people attend
college and therefore increase
their exposure to people of higher
socioeconomic status, they are
still less likely to form friendships
with their wealthier peers, a
phenomenon the researchers call
“friending bias.”

It turns out that friending bias
is high not only in neighborhoods
but also in some recreational
activities, such as sports, which
tend to reinforce socioeconomic
segregation.

But friending bias isn’t present
everywhere, because institutional
structure appears to play a role in
how friendships are formed.

Where is friending bias the
lowest? Religious institutions.

The researchers found friending
bias to be negative in religious
groups “because religious-
group friendships do not exhibit
substantial homophily (the
tendency to form strong social
bonds with people who share
one’s defining characteristics) by
socioeconomic status.”

In fact, poorer people are about
20% more likely to befriend
a wealthier person in their
religious groups than in their
neighborhoods.

That shouldn’t be a novel
finding for anyone who is part of
a community of faith.

Shared faith supersedes the
temporal, making it easier, even
natural, to form meaningful
connections based on things other
than socioeconomic status.

Or as Brad Wilcox, a sociologist
and director of the National

READER OPINION

Marriage Project, noted on
Twitter, cross-class relationships
are more easily forged when

“a common ethos/end/telos
undergirds such friendships.”

God is a stronger bond than
where you live, go to school or
play baseball.

That suggests, at the very
least, that churches, synagogues,
mosques and other religious
institutions have something
crucial to teach us about
relationships.

Of course, breaking through
socioeconomic barriers is not as
simple as just befriending the
people with whom you regularly
attend religious services.

As the study authors (and
plenty of other data) point
out, religious institutions are
often, but not always, relatively
homogeneous in terms of the
socioeconomic status of their
members.

That makes some sense, as
many churches draw from the
neighborhoods that surround
them.

But there are plenty of
churches, like my own, which (for
doctrinal and other reasons) draw
people from far afield.

These “commuter” churches
naturally engender substantial
socioeconomic diversity. So, they
increase economic connection and
foster integration — circumstances
that the researchers found
increase upward mobility.

While there is already copious
evidence of the value religious
institutions bring to society, this
latest research provides one more.
It may help increase upward
mobility (your own and that of
those around you), in addition to
saving your soul.

Sounds like a win to me.

©2022 Fort Worth Star-Telegram. Distributed by
Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Thank you

As I prepare to wrap up my ser-
vice on the ISD 181 Board of Edu-
cation, I wish to thank the com-
munity, incredible staff, my fellow
board members, and, most of all,
my family. I set out on this journey
two years ago when I filed for can-
didacy, excited to serve our stu-
dents. The challenges and oppor-
tunities have been unprecedented.
I appreciate every thoughtful con-
versation, difficult decision, and
celebratory moment as I learned
from them all. I learned we live
in a passionate community with
a rich history at Brainerd Public
Schools. I learned we can do hard
things, and our staff, students and
parents are resilient.

I’ve lived, worked and raised
a family in Brainerd for over 20
years. My husband and daugh-
ter both graduated from BHS as
will our son in two years. We’re
a family of Warriors. That won’t
change when our address changes.
I believe we all have an incred-
ible opportunity to step up and
support our schools. With new
buildings, stellar staff, a fantas-
tic superintendent, and a strong
board of education, the future is
bright! We can choose to dwell on
the past and run with the social

v

media rumor of the day or lean in,
engage, and support the good. I
believe we owe it to our students
to show them what it looks like to
lead, not follow.

I can assure you with 100% cer-
tainty, the folks who continue to
sit at the board table after I leave
have our students’ best interest
at heart. Support them, engage
with them, and lead with them.
I wish the best to Dr. Hahn and
the entire ISD 181 team during the
2022-23 school year. Our family
will continue to support Brainerd
Public Schools! Thank you for this
incredible opportunity. I learned
so much and am forever grateful.

Jana Shogren

Brainerd

Student loans

To those who want the govern-
ment to forgive your student loans,
I say this. There are out there,
in our society, millions of people
who wanted to go to college but
didn’t because they did not want
the debt load that they knew would
come with it. They also knew they
would have trouble paying it back.
Had they known that there was
not going to be any debt load and
they didn’t have to pay it back,
they may have chosen a different
course. Now they — through their

hard-earned paid taxes — will
have to pay for your loans.

There are millions of people out
there who did borrow money for
college and lived up to their part of
the bargain and did the honorable
thing and paid it back. Will they be
able to recoup this money? After
all, fair is fair, or at least it’s sup-
posed to be.

To the borrowers, did you or
did you not sign papers to borrow
this money? If this is the way you
manage your financial commit-
ments, I question how you will
handle other debts in your life.
What’s next? Forgive my credit
card debt?

There is also the problem of
you asking for debt forgiveness
from an entity that borrows a good
share of its money from the tax-
payers to start with, with little
chance of ever paying it back. Our
national debt will never be paid off
and that’s a given. Our children
and grandchildren will carry that
burden of debt all of their lives.
Pay your own bills.

To those politicians who want to
see this loan forgiveness happen in
Congress, quit trying to buy your
votes and get elected honestly.

Mike Holst

Crosslake
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Drunk uncle crosses
the line with a kiss

EAR ABBY: I
Dcome from a

large, close
family. The majority
of them live in another
state. A
couple
of family
members
live in
the same
state I
reside
in. One
night,
my uncle
came
over and
we were
hanging out having
drinks. We both drank
too much and at some
point, he started to
kiss my neck. I told
him to stop because
he is family, and he
did. Luckily, nothing
more happened. The
next day he texted
and called profusely
apologizing. I have
been hurt, sad and
angry ever since. He
wanted to talk about it,
but I didn’t.

We still see each
other at family get-
togethers since there
are only a few of us
out here. I haven’t
told anyone, and it’s
hard to keep this to
myself, but ’m afraid
that if I say something,
it could cause a rift
in my family. How
do I get through this
without hurting them?
Should I confront him
and tell him how this

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
Dear Abby
e~

made me feel? Should

I confide in a family
member? Or must I
just pretend it didn’t
happen? - EMOTIONAL
IN ARIZONA

DEAR EMOTIONAL:
Do not pretend it
didn’t happen. Because
you feel the need to
get this off your chest,
tell your amorous
uncle how hurt, angry
and violated you felt
by what he did. I see
no reason why you
should announce this
to the family for the
reason you mentioned.
However, do not see
him alone or drink
with him again.

DEAR ABBY: I have
been babysitting my
grandson, alternating
with the other
grandmother, for two
years. She and I rarely
see each other, but
invariably, when we
do, something I say
gets repeated to the
mother in a changed
form. It causes my
daughter-in-law to go
ballistic on my son,;
never directly to me.
Both of them have
professional jobs and
are in their 30s.

I have never felt
valued or needed for
myself or the service
I provide for her,
although my son
frequently expresses
appreciation privately
to me. They hope
to have their child
enrolled in preschool

in eight months, but I
very much want to quit
because yet another
miscommunication
occurred this week. My
son makes excuses for
his wife, but I think
she should talk to me
directly, so I can refute
what her mother says.
I’m told her mother
has a “listening issue”
that my daughter-in-
law is aware of, but
apparently that doesn’t
matter when it comes
to me. I’m pretty sure
that whether I continue
or leave now, I will
rarely see them or the
baby once he starts
preschool, although we
live only 20 minutes
away. What should
I do? — GRANDMA'’S
MESS IN NEW JERSEY
DEAR MESS: My
advice is to smile and
continue babysitting
your grandchild until
preschool starts. If you
quit now, it will only
give your daughter-in-
law another excuse to
blame you and curtail
interactions with you
in the future. If you
choose to keep doing
it, you will have an
eight-month window
for your grandchild to
bond with you, which
bodes well for the
future.

Dear Abby is written by Abigail
Van Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips. Contact
Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com
or P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles,
CA 90069

What should I tell my husband
with dementia about his parents?

ear Carol: Though
Dmy husband was

diagnosed with
dementia four years
ago, he’s had symptoms
for much longer. I’ve
learned a lot from
reading your column
and joining a support
group, but I'm still
struggling with some of
his behavior.

What’s going on is
that he sees and/or
talks with his long-
deceased parents. I've
told him that they are
waiting for him in
heaven, but that upsets
him because then he
thinks they just died.
When I tell him that
this happened long
ago, he argues and gets
agitated. Sometimes
I even wonder if this
behavior means that
my husband’s not long
for this world. ’m torn
between just leaving
him alone when he
does this and trying to
correct his perception.
What is the best
approach? — EK.

Dear EK: This is
common behavior for
someone with advanced
dementia, but it’s one
of the many situations
where caregivers
can feel helpless. We
don’t want to see a
person whom we love
distressed, and we view
the idea that they are
seeing their deceased
parents as distressing.
Sometimes, though,
they find it comforting,
so read on.

For most people

CAROL
BRADLEY
BURSACK
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with dementia, short-
term memory loss
happens significantly
earlier than long-
term memory loss.
This means that your
husband is cognitively
living at a time when
he was younger, and
his parents were

alive. At least for the
moment, this is his
reality, so even your
well-intentioned
efforts upset him since
“heaven” means that
his parents died. As
you’ve seen, he then
experiences their
deaths as if this is new
information.

Ask yourself if your
husband seems content
or upset during these
conversations. If he’s
content, then maybe
it’s all right to just let
him enjoy this time.
Or you could simply
say, “Were you talking
with your mom? I’1l
bet she’s happy. Let’s
let her do what she’s
doing, and we’ll go for
a walk.”

If he’s worried
about his parents or
wondering where they
are, try to validate his
concern with some
thoughtful expressions
of understanding. You
could say, “I can see

that you’re worried
about your mom. She’s
busy right now, but
you’ll see her later.”
Then suggest a snack or
something he’d enjoy.

The idea is to provide
support without having
him repeatedly relive
their deaths. Some
caregivers feel that
they are lying when
they do this, but in my
view, you are simply
recognizing his truth.

If you find that he
frequently becomes
distressed during
these episodes, the
doctor could prescribe
a medication to help
relieve his anxiety.

To address your
thoughts about your
husband being near
death himself, that’s
a valid thought. If
he were otherwise
exhibiting end-of-
life physical signs, he
might be comforted
by the idea of joining
them, so that’s
possible. However, from
what you described,
this sounds more like a
memory issue.

My heart is with you,
EK. It’s hard enough
when someone in this
stage of dementia is a
parent. It’s got to be
even harder when it’s
your spouse. Take care.

Carol Bradley Bursack is a veteran
caregiver and an established
columnist. She is also a blogger, and
the author of “Minding Our Elders:
Caregivers Share Their Personal
Stories.” Bradley Bursack hosts a
website supporting caregivers and
elders at www.mindingourelders.
com. She can be reached through
the contact form on her website.

carsHQ ©.

It’s written in the stars

www.carshg.com

ARIES (March 21-April 19):
Some family issues may seem
unreasonable  or  confusing.
Power ahead past these fleet-
ing disagreements by focusing
on achieving your ambitions and
using your energy wisely. Any job
worth doing is worth doing well.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20):
Someone’s eyes may be upon
you so be sure to do your best. A
family member may need to dis-
rupt your schedule so you might
have to adjust your plans. Unique
ideas and original concepts could
capture your imagination today.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Stay
in your own lane and let someone
else read between the lines. What

you say is worth repeating. Count
on a partner to give shrewd finan-
cial advice.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Un-
tangle any emotional misunder-
standings. You may be in some-
one’s crosshairs if you create
disruption over something that
seems trivial. This is not a good
time to make major changes to
your bank accounts or invest-
ments.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Be sure
that if you switch gears, you do
not grind them. You may be chal-
lenged to make a smooth transi-
tion to something new or unique.
Be cut and dried about the facts
but thoughtful and sensitive with

you say could grab someone’s in-  people.
terest so be sure that whatever VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
Monday, August 8, 2022

Smooth your way to the top by
saying the right words at the right
time. It is in your best interests to
cooperate rather than compete
with others. This is a good time to
make a conscious commitment to
do better.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You
might want to be a social butterfly
but could feel ostracized for the
time being. Focus on being a wise
negotiator and follow the lead of
a savvy partner when money is
involved. Do not initiate anything
new.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
Don't count your chickens before
they hatch. There is never a free
lunch or a sure thing, so adopt a
wait-and-see approach. Be pa-
tient and let changeable events

play out to the end before taking
any action.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21): Timing is everything. Make
an effort to impress someone
at the right time and in the right
places. It is said that battles are
won or lost in the preparation, so
focus on making smart strategies
and plans.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):
Don't stir the pot. Concentrate on
handling your obligations to the
best of your abilities. It is a poor
time to sign financial agreements
or to purchase with a credit card
as it may take a long time to pay
off.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
Your work or appearance may be
under scrutiny. Double check your

Tuesday, August 9, 2022

facts and figures to avoid mis-
takes. You might be placed in a
situation where you must rely on
yourself rather than expect help
from others.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
Don't let the cat out of the bag
or otherwise say something you
should not say. There could be
temporary disruptions or changes
that make it difficult to work. A
partner or friend could support
your efforts.

IF AUG. 10 IS YOUR BIRTHDAY:
Your ambitions can be achieved
if you do not give in to unhealthy
temptations during the next two
to three weeks. Focus on be-
ing practical, down to earth and
ethical even if you see ways you
could work the system to your

advantage. As September gives
way to October, you may become
restless for change, or a sudden
change could be thrust upon you
with little warning. Do not break
off relationships or quit a job
because when this is over, you
may regret what you left behind.
Anything that shifts of its own ac-
cord, however, could free you of
a burden. In late November and
December, widen your social
network and enjoy more social
activities. Just be sure to remain
responsible and attentive to your
obligations. January can rush
through like a whirlwind and an
unexpected change can scatter
your plans. Late February is an
inspiring time when you can live
out romantic or creative dreams.
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Minnesota company aims to brmg llttle electrlc cars to 01ty streets

By Kirsti Marohn
MPR News

Tom Skahen is used to
turning heads when he
cruises through down-
town St. Joseph.

Scooting past the SUVs
and pickups that are
common in central Min-
nesota, Skahen’s pint-
sized black car stands
out.

“Without exception,
I get rubbernecking
and waves pretty much
everywhere I go,” he
said.

Skahen is CEO of
Opus Motorcar Co. in
St. Joseph, an innova-
tive company that is
selling small, low-speed
all-electric  vehicles
designed for short trips
around town, to the gro-
cery store or picking up
the kids from school.

With a top speed of
35 miles per hour, the
three-passenger Opus
No. 3 looks like a cross
between a London cab
and an early Smart car.
It can travel about 25
miles on a single charge.

Opus’ vehicles may be
small, but the 25-year-
old Skahen has big ambi-
tions for shaking up how
people think about local
transportation.

After earning a degree
in aerospace engineering
from the University of
Minnesota in 2020, Ska-
hen said he got interest-
ed in micro-mobility —
small, lightweight elec-
tric vehicles designed
to travel at low speeds
to nearby destinations.
They typically have a hub
motor, the kind in elec-
tric scooters and e-bikes.

In some countries such
as China, such vehi-
cles are widely popular,
Skahen said. But peo-
ple have run into prob-
lems when they’ve tried
to import them into the
United States.

“We thought, ‘Well, it
can’t be that hard,” he
said with a wry laugh.
“Two or three years
later, we’re just going
on sale.”

Skahen partnered with
his father, Sean, who
owns a third-generation
manufacturing business
in St. Joseph, to launch
Opus Motorcar Co.

They import cars that
are mostly assembled,
then install the batteries
and make a few other
modifications. Ska-
hen said it’s a low-risk
way to gauge consumer

interest. Eventually, they
hope to manufacture
small electric vehicles
in Minnesota, plus sell
conversion kits for some
Volkswagen models.

The latest model, Opus
No. 3, is large enough
for Skahen’s 6-foot-2
frame to fit comfortably
in the driver’s seat.

It’s like a golf cart
with amenities, includ-
ing a roof, a heater,
power windows, keyless
entry, rearview camera
and Bluetooth connec-
tivity.

At §7,500, the price tag
is significantly smaller
than a traditional vehi-
cle. It can be charged by
plugging into a standard
electrical outlet, and
costs just three cents a
mile to operate, Skahen
said.

According to national
studies, almost half of
all car trips in the U.S.
are less than three miles.
With the price of gas
and new vehicles on the
rise, Skahen thinks more
people will be looking
for low-cost alternatives
for those short drives.

“We’re under no illu-
sion that this is like a
silver bullet for trans-
portation,” he said. “But
there’s clear market

Photos by Ben Hovland / MPR News
Tom Skahen sits in the Opus No. 3, the Opus Motorcar Co.’s latest model, Aug. 2 outside the company’s
headquarters in St. Joseph, Minnesota. The three-seat vehicles cost $7,500 and can be charged by plugging
in to a standard outlet. Skahen’s 6-foot-2-inch frame fits comfortably in the driver’s seat.

demand for it.”

The price of batter-
ies for e-vehicles has
been falling, said Will
Northrop, a mechanical
engineering professor at
the University of Minne-
sota’s Center for Trans-
portation Studies. That’s
sparked an increase in
electrified transpor-
tation options, from
e-scooters and hover-
boards up to full-sized
Teslas, he said.

“It’s a new world out
there in terms of mobil-
ity options for peo-
ple,” Northrop said. He
said the high price of

Tom Skahen drives the Opus No. 3, the Opus Motorcar
Co.’s latest model, Aug. 2 through the streets of St.
Joseph, Minnesota.

gas likely will fuel more
interest in small e-vehi-
cles that use less energy
per mile.

“These hub motors are
pretty prolific,” he said.
“You can get them from
China, they’re produced
all over the place and a
lot of people are able to
put together these vehi-
cles. So there’s a lot of
small companies that
are starting up in this
area.”

A small town in rural
Minnesota might seem
like an unusual place to
market e-vehicles.

But Skahen said St.

Joseph, about eight miles
west of St. Cloud, is not
only his hometown but
also a good fit for Opus.
It has a growing down-
town lined with shops,
breweries and restau-
rants and well-educat-
ed residents interested
in innovative modes of
getting around.

“People are driv-
ing around golf carts,
they’re driving around
side-by-sides and ATVs,
e-bikes, snowmobiles
during the winter,”
Skahen said. “There’s
all kinds of enthusiasm
about different ways to
get around that don’t
necessarily require you
to take the whole car out
of the garage.”

The company has local

supporters, including
Nate Keller, St. Joseph’s
community develop-

ment director. He said
Opus offers mobility to
people who don’t have
the means to purchase
a more traditional car or
truck, and fits in with
the city’s goals of sus-
tainability and equita-
bility.

“It’s a very effi-
cient way to not only
get around and do small
errands, but it’s also
economical,” Keller said.

“We talk about access
to vehicles and trying to
be more equitable. And
I think that they have a
solution that can provide
that and bridge a lot of

gaps.”
Challenges

But there are obstacles
to the little electric cars
hitting the mass market,
including local traffic
laws.

They’re currently
designed primarily for
off-road use and are
permitted on streets in
St. Joseph, St. Paul, Way-
zata, Sartell and a few
other cities that allow
golf carts or neigh-
borhood vehicles. But
they’re not street legal
in every city.

Opus also encounters
skepticism from peo-
ple accustomed to larg-
er automobiles. Some of
the comments on Opus’
social media are brutal.

“It will be great in
Minnesota snow, LOL,”
one person wrote on
Facebook. And another:
“Do you stand a chance
in a crash, or is it ‘call
the coroner?’”

Skahen said he under-
stands the skepticism.

“It’s not a highway
vehicle, and it’s not an
e-bike,” he said. “It’s
relatively unproven out-
side of some small niche
communities.”

Skahen spends a lot of
time explaining that the
cars’ winterized batter-
ies can handle the cold.
They have regular safety
features, including seat
belts, signals, windshield
wipers and lights. And
they’re not intended to
be driven on busy high-
ways or county roads.

Skahen said it will take
time for people to get
used to seeing the vehi-
cles on city streets.

But he thinks in St.
Joseph and cities across
the U.S., people are
reevaluating what they
really need to get where
they need to go.

Some of the same peo-
ple who posted critical
comments about Opus
cars also asked for a test
drive, he said.

“Micro mobility,
with these e-bikes, it’s
caused so many people
to reevaluate how can I
change my commute? Do
I need a car for all of
this?” Skahen said. “And
that’s the first step.”

‘Hockeyland’ hits theaters Sept. 9

Documentary
follows Minnesota
teams during
2019-20 season

By Jay Gabler
Duluth News Tribune

DULUTH, Minnesota
— “Hockeyland,” a doc-
umentary feature that
follows two northern
Minnesota high school
hockey teams through
the 2019-20 season, will
open in Minnesota movie
theaters Sept. 9.

The film
boys’ hockey

follows
players

Paren

.

from Hermantown and
Eveleth-Gilbert. It pre-
viously had premiere
screenings in Minne-
sota theaters this past
February, and it’s also
been featured in sever-
al national documentary
film festivals. A dozen
Minnesota theaters have
confirmed  bookings
starting Sept. 9. Later in
September, the release
will expand to other cit-
ies in the Midwest and
ultimately elsewhere in
the U.S. and Canada.

“Hockeyland”  was

directed by Tommy
who co-pro-

Haines,

Parent Aware offers free tools and resources to
help families find the quality child care
programs their children need to succeed
in school and life.

ParentAware.org | 888.291.9811

duced the film with JT
Haines (his brother) and
Andrew Sherburne. Their
company, Northland
Films, is billing “Hock-
eyland” as the third fea-
ture in a trilogy of hockey
movies including a 2008
pond hockey feature and
a 2010 film about the U.S.
hockey team that won
gold in the 1960 Winter
Olympics. Tommy and JT
Haines grew up playing
hockey in Mountain Iron.

The film is being dis-
tributed by Greenwich
Entertainment, the com-
pany that also brought
the Oscar-winning doc-

dental insurance, and a 401(k) plan.

Call Bill or Quay at
(952) 466-3720 or email
quay@midcountycoop.com

Great overtime potential, Class B, CDL Lic, Hazmat & tanker endorsement
required. Competitive wage and excellent benefits including health &

700 W. Lake, P.0 Box 177, Cologne, MN 55322

umentary “Free Solo”
theaters.

“Their proven track
record with action-ori-
ented documentaries
and art house audienc-
es is a perfect combina-
tion for an observational
coming-of-age hock-
ey story,” said Tommy
Haines in a statement.

Critics have compared
“Hockeyland” to “Hoo-
siers” and “Friday Night
Lights.” Writing in The
Guardian, Dave Caldwell
observed that “the film
hammers home the fact
that it is mighty cold
during hockey season

Contributed / David Greedy Photography
The documentary “Hockeyland” was filmed in northern

Minnesota in 2019-20.

in northern Minnesota,
with plenty of overhead
shots of remote wood-
land, with bare tree limbs

black next to the fall-
en snow on the ground.
Best to watch this film in
front of a fire.”

mngg ECounty
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Senate District 5:
Incumbent Utke
victorious over 2
challengers

Republican incum-
bent state Sen. Paul
Utke defeated his par-
ty-endorsed challenger
and a third candidate to
advance to the general
election in November.

Utke earned 5,024
votes, or 57.33% of the
vote in 144 voting pre-
cincts. Bussman, who
earned the endorsement
this spring, received
2,834 votes, or 32.34%.
Challenger Dale A.P.
Anderson received 906
votes, or 10.34%.

The new Senate Dis-
trict 5 includes Todd
and Wadena counties
along with portions of
Becker, Cass, Hubbard
and Morrison counties.
It covers areas that were
represented primarily
by state Sen. Paul Gazel-

ka, an East
Gull Lake
Republi-
can who
is retiring
from the
Legislature,
before the
redistrict-
ing based on the 2020
Census.

Candidates were
Anderson of Pine River,
a truck driver, farmer
and pastor; Bussman of
Browerville, a U.S. Army
veteran who works at
Camp Ripley; and Utke
of Park Rapids, an
insurance agent and
certified legal videog-
rapher.

Utke will face DFLer
A. John Peters of Brow-
erville in the November
election.

Utke

House District 5B:
Wiener comes out
on top in tight race

Party-endorsed can-
didate Mike Wiener
appeared to have defeat-
ed Sheldon Monson by
just 40 votes with 100%
of precincts reporting
in House District 5B on
Tuesday, Aug. 9.

The Republicans faced
off in the primary elec-
tion to appear on the
Nov. 8 general election
ballot, where the win-
ner will face Indepen-
dence-Alliance  Party
candidate Gregg Hen-
drickson.

Wiener earned 2,100
votes, or 50.48%, while
Monson earned 2,060
votes, or 49.52%.

As it stands with
results from 66 of 66
precincts and a differ-
ence of 0.96%, the race
does not qualify for a
publicly funded recount,

per the
Office of the
Minnesota
Secretary
of  State.
The margin
must be less
than one-
half of 1%
in state legislative races.
House District 5B
includes Todd County,
southern Wadena Coun-
ty, a portion of south-
ern Cass County and the
northwestern corner of
Morrison County.
Candidates were Mon-
son, a Wadena County
commissioner and state
electrical inspection area
representative, and Wie-
ner, an animal bedding
and biomass small busi-
ness owner and the par-
ty-endorsed candidate.

Wiener

Johnson tops Ward 4
candidates, LeClaire
comes in at 2nd

By Theresa Bourke
Brainerd Dispatch

BRAINERD — Incum-
bent Gabe Johnson
moves on to the general
election for Brainerd’s
Ward 4, along with chal-
lenger Emily LeClaire

Johnson garnered 118
votes (43.38%) during
the primary election
Tuesday, Aug. 9, while
LeClaire earned 79, beat-
ing out the third candi-
date, Johnathan Miller,
by just four votes.

Johnson is looking for
his third term on the
council after first being
elected in 2014.

“T’m real thankful for
the voters to come out
today and give me a lit-
tle bump, a little vote
of confidence that they
think I’m doing a good
job,” Johnson said. “It
makes me feel good. So
it gives me a little energy
heading into November
to continue to talk to my
neighbors and get more
votes.”

LeClaire said she was
pleasantly surprised by
the results, as she didn’t
get to campaign as much
as she would have liked
to ahead of the primary
but is looking forward to
the general election.

“Incumbents are tra-
ditionally pretty hard to
beat, so that’s definitely
on my mind. So I’ll be
strategizing there a lit-
tle bit,” he said. “But
I guess I’m just excited

LeClaire

Johnson

to get started and see
where it takes us.”

LeClaire added Mill-
er ran a great campaign
and she would have liked
to face him in the gener-
al election.

Miller said he was cer-
tainly disappointed by
the results but still had
a lot of fun campaigning.

“We really just went
out there and met a lot
of folks, and I think that
was the most important
thing,” he said.

Miller received 27.57%
of the votes Tuesday,
just behind LeClaire at
29.04%.

“Folks liked what we
had to say, and I think
at least there’s that. We
certainly had a lot of
fun doing this, and we’ll
have to take a stab at
it again at some point,”
he said. “... It was real-
ly awesome meeting all
the people in my neigh-
borhood, so we’ll come
back and just try to find
another way to channel
our sense of community
and try to help the city.”

THERESA BOURKE may be
reached at theresa.bourke@
brainerddispatch.com or
218-855-5860. Follow her on
Twitter at www.twitter.com/
DispatchTheresa.

Terry comes in at 1st,
Skillings gains 2nd spot

By Theresa Bourke
Brainerd Dispatch

BRAINERD — Kara
Terry is the top pick to
represent Ward 1 on the
Brainerd City Council
after the Tuesday, Aug.
9, primary race.

Leonard Skillings
came in second place
Tuesday, with 114 votes
to Terry’s 160. In third
place was William
“Jamie” Bieser, who
already occupies the
seat up for election.

Bieser was appointed
to the City Council on
a 5-1 vote in July after
the resignation of Dave
Pritschet. Terry got
one vote for the seat.
After not garnering
any council votes to fill
the vacancy, Skillings

Terry

Skillings

announced he would
stop campaigning and
instead give Bieser his
support. But because he
missed the window to
withdraw from the race,
his name still appeared
on the primary bal-
lot. Crow Wing Coun-
ty reported his name
also can’t be withdrawn
from the Nov. 8 general
election ballot.

Neither Skillings nor
Bieser were available
for comment Tuesday,
so whether Skillings

decides to campaign for
the general election is
uncertain.

Terry, who serves as
the Crow Wing Coun-
ty Community Services
director, expressed her
gratitude Tuesday night
to all the voters.

“I just want to thank
everyone, whether they
voted for me or not,
who just got out to
vote,” she said, noting
her conversation with a
neighbor on the way to
the polls earlier in the
day about the impor-
tance of being engaged
and having a voice in
the outcome.

She added a word of
thanks to the election
judges, as well, for their
commitment to over-

seeing the process.

“I also want to thank
those who trusted me
enough to vote for me,”
Terry said. “Gosh, with
the results I am just
truly humbled. And I
look forward to getting
out into our commu-
nity and just learning
more about my neigh-
bors’ concerns and
their hopes and all of
that great stuff. And
when I say ‘neighbors,’
I don’t just mean in
my cul-de-sac. I mean
throughout my ward.”

Ward 1 covers the
downtown area and
southwest Brainerd.

THERESA BOURKE may be
reached at theresa.bourke@
brainerddispatch.com or
218-855-5860. Follow her on
Twitter at www.twitter.com/
DispatchTheresa.

House District 6B: Heintzeman
defeats Kern in strong landslide

By Chelsey Perkins
Brainerd Dispatch

Republican State
Rep. Josh Heintzeman
won his primary race
handily Tuesday, Aug.
9, besting challenger
Doug Kern to appear on
the Nov. 8 general elec-
tion ballot.

With 25 of 25 pre-
cincts reporting late
Tuesday, Heintzeman
earned 3,132 votes
(79.92%) to Kern’s 787
(20.08%).

Heintzeman said he
was very happy with
the result and the mar-
gin of victory was just
about what he expect-
ed after speaking with
about 3,000 voters in

the dis-
trict.

“I think
the biggest
takeaway
for us at
our event
tonight
was essen-
tially what we’re see-
ing is almost an exact
reflection of what we
saw at the endors-
ing convention,”
Heintzeman said during
a phone interview
Tuesday night. “You
know, it’s frustrating
to have things progress
to a primary, but to see
the outcome come out
essentially exactly what
we saw then, I think
says a lot about the

Heintzeman

process and the folks
that were there and
their feelings about the
candidates. That affir-
mation is helpful.”

Frustration at the
primary process aside,
Heintzeman said it’s
helped him be even
more prepared for the
upcoming general elec-
tion battle.

“We’re pretty well
set and that’s, I guess,
a positive of having to
work early in the race,”
Heintzeman said.

House District
6B remains large-
ly unchanged com-
pared to the previous
District 10A after this
year’s redistricting. It
includes most of west-

ern Crow Wing Coun-
ty, including the cit-
ies of Brainerd, Baxter,
Pequot Lakes, Nisswa,
Merrifield, Jenkins and
Breezy Point.

Candidates were
Heintzeman, a small
timber-related busi-
ness owner and the
four-term incumbent,
and Kern, a township
supervisor and owner
of an appliance repair
company.

Heintzeman moves
on to face DFL chal-
lenger Sally Boos in
November.

CHELSEY PERKINS, community
editor, may be reached at 218-
855-5874 or chelsey.perkins@
brainerddispatch.com. Follow

on Twitter at twitter.com/
DispatchChelsey.

Crow Wing County Board: Barrows,
Erickson advance to general election

By Chelsey Perkins
Brainerd Dispatch

Incumbent Commis-
sioner Steve Barrows
and primary challeng-
er Tad A. Erickson will
advance to the Nov. 8
general election to rep-
resent District 3 on
the Crow Wing County
Board.

Barrows was the
top vote-getter Tues-
day, Aug. 9, among the
field of five, earning
644 votes, or 45.71%
between eight voting
precincts.

“I feel real good. The
results are very favor-
able,” Barrows said
during a phone inter-
view Tuesday night
after it became clear he
would advance. “I want
to take this opportu-
nity to thank all the
people that supported
me. I want to thank
the election judges, the
staff and Ms. E