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By Daltyn Lofstrom

BEMIDJI — While 
Monday’s Bemidji Area 
Schools Board of Educa-
tion meeting had sever-
al surprises in store — 
ranging from a proposed 
vaccine/testing mandate 
for district employees 
to potential budget cuts 
in response to the failed 
referendum — the resig-
nation of longtime board 
member Jeff Haack pro-
vided one last develop-
ment for the night.

During the “once 
around the table” por-
tion of the Nov. 15 meet-
ing, which allows each 
board member to voice 
their thoughts on oth-
erwise untouched topics, 
Haack took the oppor-
tunity to announce his 
resignation following his 
updates on the Bemidji 
31 Education Foundation 
fund and coach shortage.

“My life gets busier all 
the time and this board 
meeting is my last one,” 

Haack said. “I realized 
with this referendum 
that (failed), maybe I 
don’t represent my con-
stituency very well.”

Haack has been on the 
school board since 2012 
and most recently won 
reelection last year when 
he received 9,758 votes 
— 28% of the total.

Haack said his primary 
motivation for resign-
ing is that he wants to 
have more time to focus 
on his family and the 
foundation fund, which 
he helps lead along with 

board member Carol 
Johnson.

“I really want to focus 
more of my time and 
efforts on my kiddos 
and this foundation and 
there’s only so much of 
me to go around,” he 
added. “So, effective at 
the end of our closed 
session and adjourn-
ment, that’s my resig-
nation.”

Other board members 
added to their closing 
remarks by thanking 
Haack for his service and 
the pleasure they had 
working alongside him.

“Jeff, thank you. I hear 
you in terms of leav-
ing and with support-
ing kids, time goes fast,” 
Board Chair Ann Long 
Voelkner said.

A moment of lev-
ity came when Haack 
detailed his oldest child 
in middle school being 
5-foot-10 and out of 
concern of needing 
more basketball coach-
es, Long Voelkner rec-
ommended Haack’s 

child to be a coach.
Superintendent Tim

Lutz shared the same sen-
timent following Haack’s 
sudden announcement.

“Mr. Haack, thank
you for your service. I’m 
going to miss working 
with you,” Lutz said. “I 
appreciate your astute
observations of data and 
your questions. You will 
be missed.”

Johnson thanked Haack 
and added, “I look for-
ward to our continued
work with our founda-
tion which we started
from the ground up and 
is moving ahead very
strongly.”

Haack detailed earlier 
in his closing remarks 
that the Bemidji 31 Edu-
cation Foundation Fund 
awarded a total of eight 
grants valued at $4,519 in 
its third year of awarding 
funds, which are used to 
fund various classroom 
projects and resources.
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Haack announces resignation 
from Bemidji school board

By Matthew Liedke

BEMIDJI — Curbside 
recycling in Bemidji’s 
city limits won’t happen 
without a major change 
in how solid waste oper-
ations are conducted.

The city now offers 
residential refuse pick-
up for residents, but the 
service is optional. As 
a result, Bemidji City 
Manager Nate Mathews 

said only a third of 
households sign up for 
the service.

“It’s very difficult 
for anyone to have a 
recycling operation like 
that without being able 
to have curbside refuse 
pickup as part of it,” 
Mathews said. “That’s 
typically what you’ll 
have. There will be a 

Citywide recycling 
unlikely without 
mandated pickups

By Matthew Liedke

BEMIDJI — The Bem-
idji City Council met 
Monday for its second 
November meeting and 
approved several items 
via its consent agenda 
and proclaimed Nov. 27 
as Small Business Sat-
urday.

The consent agen-
da is an item for the 
council where multiple 
tasks can be approved at 
once. One item approved 
in Monday’s consent 
agenda was the bills to 
be paid for the Sanford 

Center, which totaled 
$81,432.82.

Some of the bills 
included:

$31,841 to Otter Tail 
Power Co. for electricity.

$16,715 for food, 
beverages and merchant 
services.

$8,726 for Venu-
Works management ser-
vices.

$2,395 for internet 
and telephone services.

$2,179 for BSU ath-
letics.

$2,150 for cleaning 
services.

$1,615 to the city of 
Bemidji for police secu-

rity at events.
$1,290 for the Min-

nesota Department of 
Health for a food license.

$1,880 for ice con-
sultation.

$978 for cleaning 
supplies.

$814 for Waste
Management services.

$600 to Higgins
Heating for cooler/freez-
er repair.

The council also set
the polling places for
the 2022 elections in its 
consent agenda. Those 
places include:

City proclaims Nov. 27 as 
Small Business Saturday
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By Bria Barton

With freezing temperatures and the first 
snowfall in the area, plenty of folks 
have begun wondering when they can 

hit the slopes again and enjoy the beloved 
winter pastime of skiing.

“People have already been calling to see if 
we’re open,” said Laurie Schaper, Buena Vista 
Ski Area’s fourth generation operator and 
group services coordinator.

Last year, the ski area had a delayed start to 
the season when it opened in late December. 
At the time, pandemic regulations restricted 
some of its service offerings, and Schaper said 
she and her family were unsure of how the 
season would pan out.

“We were a little skeptical of how the year 
would be. A lot of things were virtual, so we 
didn’t have school or church groups,” said 
Schaper. “But it was actually pretty busy and 

Buena Vista to hold 
Welcome to Winter 
open house, ski swap 
ahead of 72nd season

Annalise Braught / Bemidji Pioneer
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“I really want to focus 
more of my 
time and 
efforts on 
my kiddos 
and this 
foundation 
and there’s 

only so much of me  
to go around.”

JEFF HAACK
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LAPORTE — Veterans 

gathered at the Wood-
Shed Bar and Grill in 
Laporte by invitation to 
celebrate Veterans Day 
with a prime rib dinner 
on Thursday, Nov. 11.

The event was put on by 
the Garfield Lake Ice Rac-
ers Club and the In Coun-
try Vietnam Motorcycle 
Club, with help from the 
Party Store of Bemidji.

According to a release, 
Motorcycle Club Vice 
President John Rueter 
greeted the crowd and led 
the Pledge of Allegiance, 
Pastor Rene Mehl-
berg provided an open-
ing prayer for all veter-
ans before the meal and 
Motorcycle Club Member 
Howie Baxter rang a spe-
cial bell six times for each 
branch of the military. 
Cindy Haley made des-
serts for guests to enjoy 
after the meal.

The special guest at the 
event was World War II 
U.S. Navy veteran Rob-
ert Peterman, who served 
from 1944 to 1946.

“The Garfield Lake Ice 
Racing Club provided all 
the funds for the event 
with 250 vets and guests 
enjoying the free meal,” 
the release said. “The In 
Country Vietnam Motor-
cycle Club provided the 
leg work in planning the 
event and hosting and 
serving the vets dinner. 
Each veteran in atten-
dance was also provided, 
if needed, a full Thanks-
giving and Christmas 
turkey or ham dinner at 
no cost.”

The Garfield Lake Ice 
Racers hope to get their 
racing season start-
ed in early January on 
Garfield Lake in Laporte 
once ice conditions are 
safe, the release said. 
The In Country Viet-
nam Motorcycle Club 
has members throughout 
the Laporte, Bemidji and  
surrounding areas.

news@bemidjipioneer.com
BEMIDJI — Bem-

idji State University 
junior nursing student 
Luke Wilkowski, a vet-
eran specialist in the 
U.S. Army, was recent-
ly awarded Sanford 
Health’s Military and 
Veteran Scholarship.

The award is given 
to any guard, reserve 
or active-duty military 
service member who 
has demonstrated lead-
ership and commitment 
in their community, a  
release said.

“We look at the whole 
person, including their 
academics and commu-
nity service,” Captain 
Paul Weckman, director 
of veteran and military 
affairs at Sanford Health, 
said in the release. “Not 
only has Luke served 
multiple times overseas, 
he was an eagle scout 
growing up and contin-
ues to volunteer with 
community outreach.”

Wilkowski has been 
deployed overseas twice 
— to Croatia in 2016 for 
overseas training and 
to East Africa in 2020 
and 2021. On Oct. 28, 
Weckman made a sur-
prise visit during class 
to present Wilkowski 
a check for the $5,000 
scholarship.

“This is a big life 
changer for me and all 

my big stressors are 
helped by this award,” 
Wilkowski said in the 
release. “It’s going to 
push me forward in my 
career and life goal to 
become a nurse. It’s 
going to support me 
in a way that I could  
never imagine.”

Before his most recent 
deployment, Wilkowski 
was studying engineer-
ing and physics at BSU. 
When he returned home 
in April 2021, the Minne-
apolis native decided to 
change his career path to 
nursing so that he could 
continue helping people.

“When I was deployed 
over in Croatia, I did a 

lot of medical tasks. It 
didn’t dawn on me until 
I was out in the field 
doing this kind of train-
ing that I really enjoyed 
working on the medical 
side of things,” Wilkow-
ski said. “It clicked and 
solidified my reasoning 
that a career with caring 
and helping is what I 
wanted to do.”

For Wilkowski, the 
support from Sanford 
Health and Bemidji State 
has eased the transi-
tion from the military 
back to campus. During 
his deployments, he 
was frequently working 
alongside other armed 
forces who may not 

have spoken the same 
language as him. This 
experience helped him 
develop the communi-
cation and interperson-
al skills to best support 
those around him, the 
release said.

“Nursing isn’t 
straightforward, you 
have to look at all sides 
of care. You’re there to 
build connections with 
patients,” he said. “They 
may only be there for 
a day or two, but mak-
ing connections gives 
the patients hope as 
they know that they can 
trust you and that you 
have their best interests  
in mind.“

Contributed
Bemidji State nursing student Luke Wilkowski, left, 
receives a $5,000 check from Captain Paul Weckman, 

Contributed photos
Polly Baxter, who helped with the evenings 

in the Army from 1970 to 1971 and is now the Sgt.
of Arms for the In Country Vietnam Motorcycle 
Club, attended a Veterans Day dinner held by

Vietnam Motorcycle Club.

1967 to 1970, and Larry Mullen, who served in the 

In Country Vietnam Motorcycle Club.

Keith Baumann from Bagley, who served from 1967 to 1969, were 

Wilkowski receives Sanford Health’s Veteran Scholarship

Garfield Lake Ice Racers, In 
Country Vietnam Motorcycle 
Club hold Veterans Day dinner

Left: 

Club President 
Kris Baker, 
Motorcycle 
Club Secretary 

President John 
Pearce and Vice 
President John 

attendance at 
Veterans Day 
dinner held by 

Club and the In 
Country Vietnam 
Motorcycle Club.

Peterman, who served in the 

was a featured guest at a 
Veterans Day event held by the 

and the In Country Vietnam 
Motorcycle Club.
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Minnesotans 
are some 
of the most 

generous people in 
the nation. 
We donate to 
organizations 
that build 
stronger local 
communities 
and, when 
disaster strikes, 
we rally.

We step 
up quickly 
and help 
in concrete ways: 
donating money, 
food, clothing, 
household goods and 
our time. We join 
our neighbors and 
clean up debris from 
their yards and in our 
neighborhoods. We 
saw the giving nature 
of Minnesotans 
repeatedly in 2020 
as communities 
responded to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
and to systemic 
racism evidenced 
by events like the 
murder of George 
Floyd in Minneapolis.

In fact, 2020 was 
a record-setting 
year of donations for 
Give to the Max Day. 
This year’s annual 
GTMD is on Nov. 
18 and provides a 
great opportunity to 

put your values into 
action by providing 
financial support 
to an organization 

providing 
solutions in an 
area important 
to you.

Visit GiveMN.
org, and with 
just a few 
clicks, you 
can select the 
causes you 
care about, 
and send 

the critical support 
needed to help 
organizations remain 
resilient in serving 
our communities.

It’s no secret that 
the past two years 
have been filled 
with what feels like 
relentless challenges. 
And Minnesotans 
have consistently 
stepped to the plate 
to support pandemic-
related causes in the 
same way we often 
respond to weather-
related disasters, 
through a common 
pattern of community 
engagement – strong 
short-term giving 
that ramps up the 
first few weeks, but 
then drops off as the 
distractions of our 
everyday life resume.

Just as it can take 

a community years 
to rebuild after a 
tornado or hurricane, 
systemic challenges 
including racism, 
homelessness, 
hunger, and our 
ongoing response 
to the pandemic 
can’t be resolved 
overnight. Ongoing 
support and giving is 
crucial to ensure our 
communities remain 
vibrant and strong.

Year over year, 
Minnesotans have 
proven that they 
are committed to 
GTMD and directing 
their generosity to 
organizations that 
bring their values 
to life in local 
communities. And 
this year, we will do 
it again.

Thousands 
of nonprofit 
organizations 
throughout our 
state are working 
to provide solutions 
to our most 
complex community 
challenges, and they 
need our support 
more than ever. In 
March 2021, 30% 
of Minnesota’s 
nonprofits reported 
they had less than six 
months before they 
will exhibit financial 

distress. Fast forward 
more than six 
months to today, and 
the time for us to act 
is now.

Even if you’re not 
directly impacted 
by some of the 
challenges our 
communities are 
experiencing, we all 
have the power to 
act on our personal 
values and have a 
strong impact on 
the longer-term 
resilience of our 
communities.

How can you 
do this? Find an 
organization that 
supports your values 
and get involved. 
Volunteer, make 
a donation, learn 
more about the 

organization’s 
mission and how you 
can help.

Each of us has 
the power to act on 
our values to help 
keep Minnesota 
communities and 
their residents strong 
and vibrant. When we 
come together to help 
our neighbors, we can 
help generate longer-
term resiliency in our 
communities

Visit GiveMN.
org to check out 
their easy-to-use 
filtering tool to 
guide you to support 
an organization or 
several organizations 
that are in line with 
your personal values.
Jake Blumberg is the executive 

The New York Times 
released an article 
called “The Cotton 

Tote Crisis” in 
August of this 
year in which the 
author revealed that 
according to a 2018 
study by the Ministry 
of Environment and 
Food in Denmark, 
an organic cotton 
tote needs to be 
used 20,000 times 
to offset its overall 
impact of production, when 
compared to its plastic 
single-use counterparts.

That means the bag 
has to be used daily for 
54 years for its carbon 
footprint to be less than 
that of plastic bags.

In all fairness to my 
tote-carrying Earth-loving 
brethren, there are some 
valid counterpoints to 
the argument. For one, 
cotton is biodegradable 
and renewable; plastic, 
a petroleum-based 
product, is not. In personal 
experience, bringing my 
own bags also tends to 
limit my personal shopping 
and forces me to make 
more thoughtful purchases.

But the real point 
here is that there is a 
lot of greenwashing out 
there. Greenwashing is 
a marketing tactic that 
makes good Samaritans 
believe they are helping 
the planet when they make 
certain purchases. It’s why 
soda cans and plastic water 
bottles now demand on 
their labels that you recycle 
them. Even recycling isn’t 
as straightforward as the 
recycling campaigns want 
you to think. Electric cars, 
elephant pants, Impossible 
meat, and yes, reusable  
tote bags, are all loosely 
tied to sustainable 
consumerism. Maybe that’s 
an oxymoron, though.

Maybe there isn’t 
sustainable consumerism.

I’ve mentioned electric 
cars before, for 
example. As part 
of the Biden 
administration’s goal 
to have a sustainable 
fleet of government 
cars on the road, he 
has put both verbal 
and financial support 
into electric vehicle 
infrastructure.

However, there is 
a danger in assuming that 
gas vehicles are bad and 
electric vehicles are good; 
by what metrics are we 
measuring?

Mining for lithium, a key 
component in electric car 
batteries, is contaminating 
parts of China and South 
America. The U.S. electric 
grid may not be able to 
handle the addition of 
millions of electric cars, 
especially after watching 
the grid collapse in Texas 
this winter.

Furthermore, I’ve 
recently learned that 
electric, petrol and diesel 
cars aren’t even the only 
three options – BMW 
is already producing 
hydrogen-fueled cars in 
Europe. Hydrogen doesn’t 
have to be mined; it just 
has to be separated out of a 
water molecule.

Yet even hydrogen-
fueled single-family (or 
worse, single-owner) 
vehicles ignore what is 
perhaps the real solution to 
social, environmental and 
economic transport, which 
is public transportation. In 
many ways, it is behavior 
change, not product trade-
outs, that could lead us to a 
more sustainable future.

As with electric cars and 
tote bags that require land, 
water and manure to grow 
cotton (on land that could 
be used to grow food) that 

must be processed into 
bags that last in our closets 
only a handful of years, 
the elephant pants and 
Impossible meat too have 
their issues.

After seven years 
of vegetarianism, the 
food I now avoid at the 
grocery store is actually 
bananas due to rainforest 
deforestation and the high 
rates of infertility that 
Central Americans are 
experiencing due to banana 
pesticides. It is not always 
so black and white which 
purchases are “clean” and 
which have dirty histories 
– sweatshops, high 
environmental cost, full  
of toxins, etc.

If we continue making 
these “environmental” 
purchases that assuage 
our guilt, we may also 
fall into Jevons Paradox, 
which insinuates that when 
something becomes more 
efficient, we, therefore, 
use it more. Sometimes so 
much so that the overall 
impact becomes greater 
than the original, less 
efficient version.

Take airplanes, for 
example. Airplanes have 
only become more fuel-
efficient over time, such 
that they use less fuel per 
flight than ever before. But, 
because less fuel makes 
flying more affordable, 
we fly more than we ever 
have in human history 
(pandemic stats not 
included). Therefore, 
although we are being more 
fuel-efficient per flight, we 
are actually burning more 
fuel overall than we did 
when the flights were  
less efficient.

So it’s not just about 
efficiency. And it’s not 
about trading out one 
store-bought item for 
another. Since this was 
a lot of information all 

at once, to simplify, the 
question is, what can we  
do about it?

As individuals, I think it’s 
really a two-step process. 
First, buy less and buy 
used. Buying high-quality, 
long-lasting products and 
becoming more immune to 
fast-paced trends makes 
a lot more sense than 
“supporting” the elephants 
and then abandoning the 
pants when a different 
social cause gains traction.

Second, do your own 
research. I know that 
zero-waste social media 
accounts tout the benefits 
of shampoo bars, and hey – 
maybe they are the solution 
to plastic packaging. But 
maybe they aren’t. Keeping 
a critical eye will help us 
to find more creative and 
ingenuitive solutions to our 
needs (and even wants).

That said, to take care 
of our environment is 
going to require a holistic, 
all-hands-on approach. 
We can’t just buy long-
lasting Patagonia sweaters 
and assume the work is 
done. Governments and 
corporations have to get  
on board.

Our economic paradigm 
built on growth must 
be staved back, and the 
environmental services 
provided by trees, lakes, 
animals and insects must 
be incorporated into  
our equation.

Buying or not buying 
that grocery tote isn’t 
going to make or break the 
environmental crisis, but if 
we intend on leaving this 
world better than we found 
it, we ought to reevaluate 
our personal investments 
as a starting point.

Originally from Phoenix, Ariz., Rachel 
Beglin now resides in Bemidji. She 
is a former Peace Corps Volunteer, 
sustainability advocate, gardener, 

writer and coffee enthusiast. She can be 
reached at beglinr@gmail.com.

Sustainability is not always straightforward

10 years ago
November 17, 2011 – 

Students from schools in 
the Bemidji area helped 
feed the hungry by col-
lecting items for the annu-
al Stuff-A-Truck drive 
sponsored by Marketplace 
Foods. “It is really grati-
fying to see how the kids 
and their families would 
rally around this,” said 
Jack Judkins, coordinator 
of the Bemidji Community 
Food Shelf.

25 years ago
November 17, 1996 – 

Classrooms at St. Phil-
ip’s School in Bemi-
dji gained access to the 
cyberworld thanks to help 
from numerous volunteers 
and a national movement 
called NetDay. Volunteers 
installed wiring in grade 
5-8 classrooms. Among 
the volunteer workers 
at St. Philip’s were John 
Halcrow, Barb Hanus and 
Doug Sherf.

50 years ago
November 17, 1971 

– Billy Israelson, that 
fine little ninth grade 
golfer-footbal l-hock-
ey player, hit the boards 
in hockey practice Mon-
day and messed up his 
right shoulder. Mean-
while, Dave Howe, Ed 
Demery and Gary Sar-
gent were elected co-cap-
tains for the Bemidji High 
School hockey team this  
season.

100 years ago
November 17, 1921 – A 

large black bear, weighing 
almost 350 pounds when 
killed, was brought to 
Bemidji this morning in an 
automobile by Mr. Boyer, 
who has been hunting in 
the vicinity of Nebish. The 
bear was killed Tuesday 
in O’Brien Township, a 
short distance northeast 
of Nebish. It appeared the 
bear lived well all summer 
as he was sleek and fat.

From the Pioneer archives

OPINION
Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom 
of speech, or of the press; or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 
the government for a redress of grievances. A4
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The power of Minnesota’s Give to the Max Day
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The American Indian 
Resource Center at 1630 
Birchmont Drive NE for 
Ward 1

The Bemidji Armory at 
1430 23rd St. NW for Ward 
2.

The Boys and Girls Club 
of Bemidji at 1600 Minne-
sota Ave. NW for Ward 3.

Bemidji City Hall at 317 
Fourth St. NW for Ward 4.

Northwest Technical 
College at 905 Grant Ave. 
SE for Ward 5.

Before passing the con-
sent agenda, Mayor Jorge 
Prince read a proclamation 

d e c l a r i n g 
Nov. 27 as
Small Busi-
ness Satur-
day.

“Bemidji, 
M i n n e s o -
ta, supports 
our local

businesses that create jobs, 
boost our local economy,
and preserve our commu-
nity,” Prince said. “I urge 
residents of our community 
and communities across the 
country to support small 
businesses and merchants 
on Small Business Satur-
day, and throughout the
year.”

Readers can reach Pioneer reporter 
Matthew Liedke at (218) 333-9791 or 

mliedke@bemidjipioneer.com
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hauler in the commu-
nity with a mandato-
ry refuse pickup, and 
they’ll use those profits 
to have curbside recy-
cling. Curbside recycling 
by itself doesn’t have a 
lot of profit.”

The city offers haul-
ing for residential homes 
at $16 per month for 
65-gallon and 95-gallon 
trash cans. This opera-
tion is limited to resi-
dential spaces, though, 
as the city has a contract 
with Waste Management 
for exclusive commercial 
pickup rights.

“It’s kind of tricky,” 
Mathews said. “When 
you have a communi-
ty that historically has 
become accustomed to 
taking their own garbage 
to the transfer station, 
it’s hard to have a con-
versation about manda-
tory collection.”

According to a study 
for city officials, there 
are seven other cities 
similar to Bemidji’s size 
where residents haul 
their recyclables. Those 
cities include Baxter, 
Cloquet, Grand Rapids, 
Hutchinson, Park Rap-
ids, Thief River Falls and 
Winona.

Those communities 
are in the minority, as 
the study found 44 sim-
ilar cities that do have 
residential recycling 
pickup operations. Some 
examples included:

Blaine, which has a 
single contractor and a 
$12 fee for recycling.

Elk River has two 
contractors and charges 
a $4.30 fee for recycling.

Moorhead has a 
city-run operation and 
a $4.47 fee for recycling.

Monticello has a 
single contractor and a 
$2.26 fee for recycling.

St. Joseph has a sin-
gle contractor and dif-
ferent fees. The city has 
a $15.20 fee for a 60 
gallon recycling cart and 
$21 for 90 gallon carts.

“A larger financial 
analysis and projection 
needs to be run if the 
city council were to want 
to implement recycling 
in town,” Mathews said. 
“If we were to have every 
house in town, it would 
mean more trucks and 
staff. In that scenario, we 
could cash flow a second 
run to take recycling. 
However, the recycling 
commodities market is 

not very good, and the 
county also has an incin-
eration tonnage required 
with their contract.”

County operations 
breakdown

Currently, all of Bel-
trami County residents 
can bring their recycling 
to several locations. 
Those sites include:

The Bemidji Solid 
Waste Transfer Station 
at 751 Industrial Drive 
SE.

The site behind Tar-
get in Bemidji on 23rd 
Street NW.

The Ten Lake Rural 
Site at 23170 Power Dam 
Road NE in Bemidji

The site at Tom’s 
Spot at 8000 Irvine Ave. 
NW in Bemidji.

The Blackduck 
Transfer Station at 33003 
U.S. Highway 72, NE.

The Fourtown Rural 
Site at 68030 State High-
way 89 NW in Grygla.

The Island Lake Site 
at 8530 Lumberjack Road 
NW in Puposky.

Waskish Rural Site 
at 56162 Waskish Road 
NE.

“We cover Beltrami 
County fairly well, but 
we also know we have a 
gap up by Turtle River,” 
said Brian Olson, Beltra-
mi County Solid Waste 
director. “That’s our 
next biggest concern, as 
we try to cover all of the 
citizens in the county. 
Once we’re able to do 
that we would like to put 
another site there.”

Country  
transfer stations

The two transfer sta-
tions have been under 
the county’s operation 
since 2017. That year, the 
county finalized a pur-
chase, buying the two 
transfer stations from 
Waste Management for 
$1.85 million.

Since buying the facil-
ities, several upgrades 
were made to the build-
ings, as they needed to 
have a 20-year-lifespan 
to receive state funding 
assistance. Remodeling 
the stations came to $3.8 
million.

At its sites, along with 
plastic and glass, Olson 
said the county accepts 
organics, batteries, tires, 
E-waste and hazardous 
waste. After collection, 
the county’s recycling is 
then sent to Polk County, 
which has a station to 
sort the recycling items.

“Once its sorted, the 
recycling is sold,” Olson 
said. “The proceeds from 

that are then provided to 
each of the counties in 
the coalition and helps 
administer the opera-
tions of that facility.”

Along with Beltrami 
and Polk, other coun-
ties partnering to use 
the recycling facility are 
Clearwater, Mahnomen 
and Norman.

County officials 
acknowledge that while 
most residents have 
access to recycling sites, 
though, there is some 
interest in pickups. How-
ever, County Adminis-
trator Tom Barry noted 
the same hurdle to get 
over that Mathews did.

“I think for some peo-
ple who live in town, 
they’d not like to take 
it in as much and like 
the convenience of hav-
ing it hauled off,” Barry 
said. “It’s extraordinari-
ly unlikely that you can 
launch a recycling pro-
gram without mandatory 
collection. In my experi-
ence, working with pub-
lic works for the last 20 
years, and on a lot of 
recycling programs, you 
just can’t get a hauler 
that’s going to agree if 
they don’t have a cap-
tured audience for those 
costs.”

“With solid waste, 
everything gets stuck on 
dollars,” Olson said. “We 
get $134,000 from the 
state annually. We spend 
a little over $1 million 
on recycling already and 
there’s not much reve-
nue in this for us.”

According to Olson, 
when recycling is made 
easier to do, residents 
are more likely to par-
ticipate in. However, 
haulers of recycling are 
looking for a monetary 
guarantee.

“For them to do that, 
they have to make sure 
it’s worth their time and 
effort,” he said. “Plus, 
the infrastructure and 
staff has to be covered.”

Cooperation 
between city  
and county

While mandatory pick-
up doesn’t exist now in 
Bemidji, Olson said that 
kind of model, or some-
thing similar, may be 
needed in the future.

“At some point, it may 
have to change,” Olson 
said. “We get 600 to 900 
cars per day at some 
points of the year at our 
transfer station in Bem-
idji. At some point, our 
population will outgrow 
that facility and we’ll 
have to come up with a 

different approach.”
In Barry’s view, any 

changes to solid waste 
operations must include 
recycling as a key com-
ponent.

“The reality is if we’re 
going to manage our 
solid waste in a sus-
tainable way, recycling 
has to be part of that, 
because landfills are 
growing,” Barry said. “I 
think the city’s on the 
right path in trying to 

find a cost-neutral way 
to enhance the services 
and increase recycling 
to meet better sustain-
able goals. That makes 
sense and we’d love to 
be part of that. I think 
they’re struggling with 
the mandatory issue, 
though, and I think that 
will continue to be the 
big issue.”

Barry said any action 
done on the issue will 
have to include both 

government bodies.
“What the county does

impacts the city and what
the city does impacts the
county,” Barry said. “I
think the county is very
interested in expanding
the partnership with the
city and finding a way to
move toward a sustain-
ably conscious and cost
conscious approach.”
Readers can reach Pioneer reporter 
Matthew Liedke at (218) 333-9791 

or mliedke@bemidjipioneer.com

RECYCLING

Photos by Annalise Braught / Bemidji Pioneer
Above left: Above right: 

Prince

CITY

BEMIDJI — The Bemidji Early Child-
hood Collaborative will hold Movement 
and Play sessions from 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. on Fridays at the Bemidji Boys and 
Girls Club, 1600 Minnesota Ave.

Movement and Play sessions offer a 
fun, safe play and socialization oppor-
tunity for children ages 5 and younger 
and their caregivers, a release said.

Sessions are free to attend and will 
be held on Fridays through March 
25. Movement and Play events are 
sponsored by the Northwest Minne-
sota Foundation and Beltrami Electric 
Cooperative members.

For more information, visit bem-
idjiearlychildhoodcollaborative.org or 
follow the Bemidji Early Childhood 
Collaborative Facebook page.

BECC to hold Movement and Play sessions

Madelyn Haasken / Bemidji Pioneer
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Referendum review
Prior to Haack’s resignation, 

the board took considerable 
time reviewing the failed sec-
ond attempt at an operating 
levy increase for the district 
during the Nov. 2 special elec-
tion.

A total of 7,183 voters took 
to the polls, with 3,432 vot-
ing in favor and 3,749 voting 
against the ballot measure. A 
difference of 317 votes.

Had it passed, the $180 ref-
erendum authority would have 
been revoked and replaced 
with an authority of $460 
per pupil with taxes pay-
able in 2022 and applicable 
for 10 years unless otherwise 
revoked or reduced.

Lutz stated that recommen-
dations for budget cuts will be 
made beginning in December 
and will range from class size 
increases, changing bus routes 
and walking zones, adjusting 
administrative costs, shifting 
building budgets and chang-
ing activity fees.

“The district will now need 
to determine, once again, 
where cuts will be needed to 
stabilize the budget, the same 
process ISD 31 conducted last 
year,” Lutz said. “It’s too 
early at this time to predict or 
say anything to alleviate any 
concerns or anxieties.”

Student representatives 
Maya Lindquist and Savannah 
Haugen spoke to the board 
about student concerns and 
rumors as they relate to the 
referendum not passing and 
how it will affect students’ 
opportunities.

“Students, at least in the 
high school, are very wor-
ried about next year,” Lind-

quist said. “There are a lot of 
rumors going around, and I 
think it’s important to keep 
students as up-to-date as 
possible as decisions are being 
made in order to calm some of 
those rumors.”

Public participation involved 
four speakers, two of which 
spoke against the district’s 
second attempt at a referen-
dum vote.

“After the referendum vote 
in 2020, the district posted a 
message that they were going 
to respect the vote. That is not 
what happened,” Keith Whit-
ing said. “The fact that we had 
to come back a year later for 
a special vote that the district 
wasted money on proves that 
you did not respect the vote. 
I hope the district will respect 
the vote this time.”

Other sentiments during 
public participation included 
the board needing to revise its 
masking policy from a man-
date to a recommendation and 
increasing public participation 
from three-minute time limits 
to six minutes.

Bemidji Coop Assistant Man-
ager Guy Drevlow spoke about 
supplying propane-powered 
buses for the district and cited 
a statistic that less than 5% of 
all buses need to be plugged 
in during sub-zero tempera-
tures.

“That alone, in a district 
similar to ours that uses 
around 100 buses, saves over 
$30,000 by not plugging buses 
in,” Drevlow said. “That alone 
would help the district with 
their money issues and finan-
cial woes.”

COVID requirements
Human Resources Director 

Jordan Hickman was the point 
person for much of the meet-
ing during discussion of an 
emergency temporary stan-

dard published by the Depart-
ment of Justice Occupational 
Safety and Health Administra-
tion on Friday, Nov. 5, in the 
federal register.

This standard would man-
date that employers with 100 
or more employees be given 
two options regarding vac-
cination and testing: a full 
vaccine requirement for all 
employees, or giving employ-
ees the choice to be vaccinated 
or be subject to testing once 
every seven days.

The Minnesota state plan 
under the federal OSHA, or 
MNOSHA, is allowed to be 
more restrictive, but not less 
restrictive, than the federal 
guidelines for both public and 
private employers.

School districts would also 
still be allowed to impose 
additional restrictions specific 
to their COVID transmission 
rates and hospitalizations.

Hickman relayed that most 
provisions need to be imple-
mented by Monday, Dec. 6, 
leaving a rather slim timeline 
for implementation follow-
ing the standard’s publishing 
date.

“The primary compo-
nents of those provisions is 
that employers adopt a poli-
cy and decide which of those 
two options are going to be 
implemented and obtain ver-
ification of vaccination status 
from every employee within 
the district,” Hickman said.

Despite being a feder-
al requirement, Haack spoke 
against any type of vaccine or 
testing requirement.

“We all talk about slip-
pery slopes and I wouldn’t 
support either one of (these 
two options),” Haack said. “I 
know OSHA is going to make 
us do it. In my day job, I will 
be subject to this. The differ-
ence is that nobody asked for 
my opinion then, and I get to 

say ‘no’ now.”
Board member Jeff Lind 

touched on driving employees 
away from the district simi-
lar to other industries where 
mandated vaccines and test-
ing are implemented.

“It really puts us between a 
rock and a hard place,” Lind 
said. “Other people are leaving 
good-paying jobs and going to 
places where there are under 
100 employees so they don’t 
have to comply with these 
mandates. I would assume we 
would see that same migration 
of employees that we can’t 
afford to lose.”

“But as was stated earlier, 
we really don’t have a choice,” 
Johnson said.

Haack took a moment before 
stating, “There’s always a 
choice. If every district in the 
state said ‘no’ is OSHA really 
going to fine every school in 
the state thousands of dollars 
a day? Now in this case, we 
will say ‘yes’ and comply. But, 
there’s always a choice.”

Following much more dis-
cussion, the board voted 5-1, 
with Haack voting against, to 
approve the first reading of 
this policy.

Other agenda items
The board voted unani-

mously to revise six district 
policies to comply with leg-
islative changes and the Min-
nesota School Boards Associ-
ation Model Policy.

Policies that were reviewed 
included Harassment and 
Violence, Internet Acceptable 
Use and Safety, Equal Educa-
tional Opportunity, Protection 
and Privacy of Pupil Records, 
Public and Private Personnel 
Data, and the School Weapons 
Policy.

They also unanimously 
passed a resolution to estab-
lish combined polling plac-
es for multiple precincts and 

designate hours during which 
the polling places will remain 
open for voting for school 
district elections not held on 
the day of a statewide elec-
tion.

District Business Director 
Krisi Fenner emphasized that 
these polling places must be 
established every year per 
legislation adopted in 2017, 
and that it does not relate to 
the referendum special elec-
tion.

Another unanimous vote 
came with the acceptance of 
a $15,000 donation from San-
ford Health to the district’s 
Angel Fund, which supports 
unpaid student meal debt. 
A drum kit valued at $700 
donated to the Bemidji High 
School band by Jim Hess was 
also approved.

Lutz plugged some upcom-
ing events including two vac-
cine clinics open to children 
ages 5-11 from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. on Nov. 20 and Dec. 11 
at the Bemidji Middle School. 
The two-dose pediatric Pfizer 
vaccine will be offered free of 
charge. Those who receive the 
first dose on Nov. 20 can get 
the second dose on Dec. 11.

A parent or guardian must 
accompany their child through 
the vaccination process. Par-
ents can make an appoint-
ment for their children by 
visiting my.primary.health/r/
bemidji-area-schools?regis-
tration_type=ages+5-11.

Once the meeting adjourned, 
the board transitioned to a 
separate room for a closed 
negotiation strategy session.

The next regular board 
meeting is scheduled for 6:30 
p.m. on Monday, Dec. 20, in 
the district board room.

Readers can reach Pioneer reporter  
Daltyn Lofstrom at (218) 333-9790  
or dlofstrom@bemidjipioneer.com.

SCHOOL
From Page A1

a good year. I think a lot 
of people just wanted 
to get out, and skiing 
is something you’re 
mostly outside for 
anyway.”

Suzanne Thomas, 
owner of Buena Vista 
and Schaper’s mother, 
said the ski area even 
saw increased ticket 
sales, which she also 
attributes to people’s 
increased desire to get 
out of the house last 
winter.

While conditions 
aren’t quite ready for 
snowmaking as of now, 
plans are underway to 
get the ski area and its 
guests ready for the 
upcoming 72nd season, 
which doesn’t have 
an official start date 
yet. Schaper said they 
have tentative plans to 
begin snowmaking next 
week, and they recently 
added a new grooming 
machine with updated 
features to their fleet.

“I think it will be a 
lot easier to operate, 
and it will work a bit 
better on the hills,” said 
Schaper. “One thing we 
really take pride in is 
grooming our hills, and 
making the conditions 
really nice for any 
ability to come on and 
ski.”

Then, from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 
20, Buena Vista will 
hold its annual Welcome 
to Winter open house, 
which includes a ski and 
snowboard swap and 
ski patrol fundraiser 

– with a portion of 
the consignment sales 
going to its ski patrol 
for training and medical 
education. Ski and 
snowboard gear should 
be brought to Buena 
Vista for swap from 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. on Friday, 
Nov. 19, or from 8 to 
9:30 a.m. on Saturday.

The day is also an 
opportunity for people 
to purchase their season 
passes or snow passes, 
Schaper added. But if 
unable to attend, passes 
can be bought on the 
Buena Vista website or 
by calling the ski area at 
(218) 243-2231.

“The ski swap brings 
out a lot of people 
because they love to 
look at the equipment 
and sell their own,” 
she said. “The season 
passes are such a good 
deal if you come out 
here frequently, or, even 
if you come out here a 
handful of times, the 
snow passes pay off.”

During the open 
house, there will be 
various vendors in 
attendance showing 
the latest in winter 
gear. Free pizza, drinks 
and Raphael’s Bakery 
cookies will be available 
to guests, who can 
also participate in free 
drawings.

The ski area is also 
looking to fill multiple 
job positions and 
will be holding open 
interviews on Saturday 
as well. Schaper said 
those interested in 
applying should come 
by that day, fill out an 
application and then 
hang around for an 
interview.

With renewed 
interest from groups 
and no current COVID-
19 mandates from 
the Minnesota Ski 
Association, Schaper is 
hopeful the upcoming 
season and winter 
events at Buena Vista 
will look as they did 

prior to the pandemic.
“I think we’re on 

track for probably the 
same events that we’ve 
had in the past, like 
cross country races,” 
said Schaper.

And as opening day 
is on the horizon, both 
Schaper and Thomas 
said they’re looking 

forward to being 
reunited with guests and 
employees, new and old 
– their “winter family.”

“Winter is a tough 
time for people 
sometimes, and being 
outside and skiing is 
just so good mentally 
and physically because 
you’re getting that fresh 

air and Vitamin D,” said 
Schaper. “We are just 
super excited to get back 
into the season, and see 
all the fresh snow and 
the enthusiasm that it 
brings. We’re excited to 
bring some joy again to 
people this year.”
Readers can reach Pioneer reporter 

Bria Barton at (218) 333-9798 or 
bbarton@bemidjipioneer.com.

SKI-SON
From Page A1

Photos by Annalise Braught / Bemidji Pioneer
Above left: Memorabilia spanning over 70 years of Buena Vista Ski Area’s history will be on display at its annual open house on Saturday, 
Nov. 20. Above right: A wall of memories spanning over 70 years of Buena Vista Ski Area’s history will be on display at its annual open 
house on Saturday.

Buena Vista 
Ski Area’s 
ski and 
snowboard 
swap is 
open to the 
public, and 
attendees 
can shop 
for gently 
used winter 
sporting 
equipment.
Contributed

Buena Vista Ski 
Area is preparing 

for its 72nd season 
and recently 

acquired a new 
groomer, which will 

help drive the ski 
area’s grooming 

standards.
Annalise Braught / 

Bemidji Pioneer

Annalise Braught / Bemidji Pioneer
Buena Vista Ski Area is located at 19600 Irvine Avenue 
Northwest, about 15 miles north of Bemidji.
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snow thrower 

worked on!

By Ingrid Harbo
Grand Forks Herald

Two northwestern 
Minnesota post offic-
es could soon have new 
names.

On Friday, Nov. 12, 
Rep. Michelle Fisch-
bach led the Minnesota 
U.S. House delegation in 
proposing two biparti-
san bills to rename post 
offices in the 7th Dis-
trict.

According to a news 
release from Fischbach’s 
office, the proposed bills 
would rename the post 
offices in Vergas and 
Oklee to honor local 
heroes. The Vergas Post 
Office would be named 
after Jon Glawe, a veter-
an and mail carrier who 
lived in Vergas, while 
the Oklee Post Office 
would be named after 
Coya Knutson, the first 
woman elected to Con-
gress from Minnesota.

Glawe and Knutson 
were selected for the 
marks they made on 
their communities.

Glawe served in the 
U.S. army as a sergeant 
stationed in Germa-
ny. He took over the 
family farm and his 
father’s mail route after 
his father’s death, and 
delivered mail in the 
Vergas area for 36 years. 
He retired in 2011, and 
was known in his com-
munity for delivering 
mail, helping neighbors 
and volunteering at his 
church. He died in 2016 
at the age of 66.

Knutson was born 
in North Dakota, and 
attended Concordia Col-

lege in Moorhead, Min-
nesota. She moved to 
New York to become a 
professional opera sing-
er, but settled down on 
a farm near Oklee with 
her husband Andy. She 
was elected to Congress 
in 1955, and served until 
1959. She also served as 
liaison officer for the 
Department of Defense 
under John F. Kennedy.

“I’m honored to be 
able to commemorate 
these individuals who 
made such an impact on 
their communities,” Fis-
chbach said in a letter.

For a post office name 
change bill to make it to 
the House or Senate, the 
bill must be approved 
by every member of a 
state’s delegation. Then, 
it has to be voted on 
by both the House and 
Senate, after which it is 
signed into law by the 
president.

After a post office is 
renamed, it receives a 
plaque with the new 
name and an unveiling 
ceremony, which is paid 
for by the U.S. Postal 
Service.

Fischbach proposes 
renaming two post 
offices in Minnesota

Duluth News Tribune
DULUTH — The 

Christmas City of the 
North Parade is just 
around the corner, and 
so is the opening day 
of Bentleyville Tour of 
Lights in Duluth’s Bay-
front Festival Park.

The annual KBJR-TV-
hosted Christmas City of 
the North Parade will 
take place Friday, ahead 
of the first day of the 
Bentleyville season Nov. 
20.

Bentleyville goers will 
once again be able to 
walk through the tour 
showcasing more than 5 
million lights. Last year, 
the free event was tem-
porarily switched to a 
drive-thru-only format.

Attendees will be 
greeted by Santa, Mrs. 
Claus and their reindeer.

Bent Paddle Brew-
ing Co. is returning 
its Christmas Cookie 
Cream Ale Beer, accord-
ing to a news release 
from Bentleyville. The 
vanilla-, almond- and 
cardamom-infused ale 
will be on tap at the 
gift shop on-site and at 
Bent Paddle Brewing in 
Lincoln Park.

The limited-time 
Christmas brew will also 
be available in Decem-

ber at both Grandma’s 
restaurant locations and 
Little Angie’s Cantina in 
Duluth.

Anyone who buys a 
growler of the Christ-
mas Cookie Cream Ale 
Beer will be donating $5 
to support Bentleyville 
and will receive a Bent 
Paddle- and Bent-
leyville-themed orna-
ment.

Bentleyville organiz-
ers are still looking for 
volunteers age 16 and 
older to help run the 
event. To sign up for 
volunteer shifts, visit 
bentleyvilleusa.org/vol-

unteer-live.
Bentleyville is open 

from 5-9 p.m. Sundays 
through Thursdays and 
from 5-10 p.m. Fridays 
and Saturdays.

The Christmas City of 
the North Parade, fea-
turing marching bands, 
dancers, floats and an 
appearance from Santa, 
is scheduled for 6:30-8 

p.m. Friday and will be 
broadcast on KBJR 6 and 
on the station’s website. 
The parade starts near 

the Fitger’s Complex, 
travels west down Supe-
rior Street and through 
downtown Duluth.

Bentleyville, Christmas parade return this week

Photos by Clint Austin / File / Duluth News Tribune
Above: The Stay Puft Marshmallow Man looms over
the 2020 Christmas City of the North Parade in Duluth.
Left: Vehicles line up to visit Santa on Nov. 21, 2020,
during the opening night of the Bentleyville Tour of
Lights at Bayfront Festival Park in Duluth. Bentleyville
temporarily switched to a drive-thru format last year
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Photos by Dan Williamson / Duluth News Tribune
Above left:
House at Bentleyville in Duluth’s Bayfront Festival Park on Nov. 3. Above right:
tree at Bayfront Festival Park in Duluth on Nov. 3.

“I’m honored to be 
able to 
commemo-
rate these 
individuals 
who made 
such an 
impact on 

their communities.”

MICHELLE FISCHBACH, 
U.S. REP.
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LUMBERJACK 
ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

Kristen McClellan
Sophomore | Girls Hockey

Kristen McClellan (13), a sophomore forward on the girls hockey team, tallied 
two goals and an assist in Bemidji’s 4-3 loss to East Grand Forks on Saturday.

FOOTBALL 

BSU’s 3 seed the latest step in rise to national power
By Micah Friez

BEMIDJI — In the early 
2000s, some Bemidji State 
students heard a knock at 
their doors. Waiting for 
them to answer was Jim 
Stone, desperate to find 
enough players for his 
new team.

“I think I was hired 
about six weeks before 
the season began,” said 
the BSU women’s soccer 
head coach. “There were 
two failed searches, so I 
was like the last choice. 
They brought me up here, 
and here I am 20 years 
later.”

The days of ragtag ros-
ters are long gone now. In 

Stone’s 20-year tenure, 
the Beavers have risen 
to a national power. The 
latest example of proof 
came Monday, when the 
team earned the No. 3 
seed in the Central Region 
of the NCAA Tournament.

“To go from literally 
posting signs in dorms to 
getting to this point, it’s 
pretty phenomenal and 
pretty humbling,” Stone 
said. “It’s been a great 
journey.”

Bemidji State will face 
sixth-seeded Central 
Oklahoma in the first 
round at 10 a.m. Friday, 
Nov. 19, on a neutral 
pitch in Emporia, Kan. 
Second-round games 
will be played on Sunday, 

Nov. 21.
Central Missouri pulled 

down the No. 1 field in 
the region, while Emporia 
State jumped BSU for the 
No. 2 seed. The Beavers 
(18-1-2) dropped to No. 3 
after losing to Minnesota 
State in Sunday’s NSIC 
Tournament champion-
ship game, and the Mav-
ericks earned the No. 4 
seed as the only other 
Northern Sun team in the 
field.

“This team, I real-
ly don’t have any words 
for how far we’ve come,” 
senior midfielder Megan 
French said. “We’ve all 
greatly improved individ-
ually and as a team. We 
haven’t hit our peak yet, 

and I’m excited to see 
where we can go with it.”

A team holding nation-
al championship hopes is 
a far cry from the pro-
gram Stone inherited in 
2002.

That team had to forfeit 
its first game of the year. 
Finally they convinced 
two women’s hockey 
players to join — with 
one of them even scor-
ing during a 3-1 win in 
the season opener. But 
the hockey players soon 
returned to the ice, and 
the soccer team faced 
lopsided losses while still 
battling shortages on the 
frontlines.

Jillian Gandsey / Bemidji Pioneer

WOMEN’S SOCCER

Jillian Gandsey / Bemidji Pioneer

LET’S DANCE
By Micah Friez

It wasn’t official 
yet, but the Bemidji 
State football team 

rightfully celebrated like 
it was.

The Beavers bowled 
over U-Mary 62-40 
in Saturday’s regular 
season finale at Chet 
Anderson Stadium. It 
essentially clinched 
their first-ever berth in 
the NCAA Tournament, 

something the selection 
committee confirmed 

Sunday.
“I’m tremendously 

proud for all of Beaver 
Nation,” BSU head coach 
Brent Bolte said. “This 
goes back to me getting 
hired by coach (Jeff) 
Tesch, coach (Rich) 
Jahner, Ken Traxler. 
All those guys put in 
decades of work to get 
us to this point.”

After a 2-2 start, 
Bemidji State ran the 
table with seven straight 

victories to close the 
regular season. And they 
were must-win games 
if the Beavers wanted 
something like Saturday 
to be possible.

“When we were 
2-2, it was like every 
game after that was 
an elimination game,” 
senior wideout Malik 
Williams said. “We just 
took it one week at a 
time, kept stacking wins 
on wins. We feel like we 

deserve it.”
BSU also clinched the 

NSIC North Division 
championship outright, 
as well as a share of 
the overall Northern 
Sun crown. The latter 
is the program’s sixth 
conference title all-time 
and the first since 2006.

“Me and my boys, 
we’ve been fighting 
all year,” sophomore 
running back Sage 
Booker said. “It’s 

amazing. We’ve never 
made the playoffs. 
The fact that we get to 
make it this year is a 
blessing.”

A game of historic 
proportions featured 
1,204 yards of 
combined offense, 
15 total touchdowns 
and a second-quarter 
snowstorm to boot. And, 
more than anything, 

“When we were 2-2, 
it was like every game 

after that was an 
elimination game. We 

just took it one week at a 
time, kept stacking wins 
on wins. We feel like we 

deserve it.”

MALIK WILLIAMS, 
SENIOR WIDEOUT

SOCCER: Page B2

DANCE: Page B2
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“I remember one 
game, I hadn’t seen a 
kid in like two weeks,” 
Stone said. “Well, she 
shows up to pregame. 

And she ended up start-
ing for us. It was an 
experience that I’ll 
never forget and one 
that I never want to 
partake in again.”

Those are certainly 
not days Stone misses.

“I was kind of con-
cerned because I was 

only on a one-year con-
tract,” he said. “I’m 
like, ‘What’s going on 
here?’ I was tenured 
where I was, too. I was 
thinking, ‘Did I make 
the right choice?’ Our 
(old) house hadn’t sold 
yet. I’m like, ‘Do I just 
take off and go home?’ 

It was a really, really 
stressful time.”

Stone survived his 
first season and even 
stuck around. By 2004, 
Bemidji State had dou-
ble-digit wins for the 
first time ever. The pro-
gram has zero losing 
records since 2005, and 

they’ve made the NCAA 
Tournament in three of 
the past four seasons.

Oh, and as for recruit-
ing, Stone’s not going 
door-to-door anymore.

“Coach played a big 
role in why a lot of us 
want to come and play 
here,” junior midfield-

er Maggie Cade said.
“He is a Godly man
and he treats everyone 
with respect and love. 
You know that he cares 
about you.”

Micah Friez is the sports editor 
at the Pioneer. Readers can reach 
him at (218) 333-9789 or mfriez@

bemidjipioneer.com.

Bemidji State was 
dominant in perhaps the 
biggest game in program 
history.

The Beavers started 
with a bang, first 
with Booker’s 61-yard 
touchdown rush on 
the second play from 
scrimmage. On the 
second play of the next 
drive, Williams reeled 
in a 63-yard touchdown 
pass from Brandon Alt 
for an instant 13-0 lead.

“I had it in my mind, 
before the game even 
started, that I wanted 
to come out and break 
it loose on my first 
carry,” Booker said. 
“(Afterwards) I was like, 

‘Oh yeah, we’ve got this 
in the bag right here.’”

Williams and Booker 
each added another score 
in the second quarter, 

good for a 27-14 halftime 
edge.

The Marauders (4-7) 
almost assumed the role 
of spoiler in the third 
quarter, getting the score 

within 27-20 and then 
recovering a fumble. But 
BSU forced a three-and-
out, then responded with 
back-to-back touchdown 
catches by Brendan 
Beaulieu to cushion the 
lead to a much more 
comfortable score of 
41-20.

The long touchdowns 
kept coming in the 
fourth quarter, featuring 
Hameed Oyedele’s 
93-yard kickoff return 
and Beaulieu’s 58-yard 
TD catch. Beaulieu’s 
reception also gave 
him the single-season 
program record for 
receiving yards (1,100), 
which pairs nicely with 
Williams’ single-season 
TD receptions record of 
16.

“I’m pretty thankful, 
to be honest with you, 

to be part of this,” Bolte 
said. “I keep saying it: 
It’s not just about the 
coaches. This is all about 
the players and the 
program. I’m ecstatic for 
the opportunity to lead 
the team, and hopefully 
(we) continue to make 
a run here in the next 
couple weeks.”

In the end, a season-
high 62 points was the 
perfect culmination of 
a seven-game winning 
streak to cap an 
unprecedented regular 
season.

Bemidji State now 
travels to Augustana 
for a noon kickoff on 
Saturday, Nov. 20, in its 
first-ever tournament 
appearance.

“(The win) means a 
lot to me, to a lot of the 
guys,” Williams said. 

“All the guys who stayed 
for this extra season, we 
just knew we had to do 
something special. I feel 
like this is a special thing 
we did.”

Bemidji State 62, U-Mary 40
U-M 7 7 6 20 — 40
BSU 13 14 14 21 — 62

First quarter — BSU TD, Booker 61-yard 
-
-

-

Micah Friez is the sports editor 
at the Pioneer. Readers can reach 
him at (218) 333-9789 or mfriez@

bemidjipioneer.com.

DANCE

SOCCER

Jillian Gandsey / Bemidji Pioneer

This time, nothing stops Bemidji State from the NCAAs
By Christian Babcock

BEMIDJI — Nothing was 
stopping Kristy Castillo from 
getting to this game.

Castillo, the mother of Bem-
idji State football long snapper 
Aaron Castillo, trekked from 
balmy, sunny Arizona to sup-
port her son.

“We would do anything to 
support our son and the love 
that he has for the game,” 
Kristy said.

It was treacherous terri-
tory Saturday for BSU fans 
and players alike. At slippery, 
wintry, snowy Chet Anderson 
Stadium, the Beavers were one 
win away from the first NCAA 
Tournament berth in pro-
gram history. A slip-up would 
negate all the work they had 
put in to reach this point.

But this time, after so many 
past disappointments, they 
keep their footing. Kristy saw 
Aaron get plenty of action, 
as BSU ran up 62 points on 
U-Mary and won 62-40 to 
clinch a certain spot in the 

Division II playoffs.
Nothing was stopping the 

Beavers — just like the Cas-
tillos.

“It’s amazing,” said Aaron, 
a native of Mesa, Ariz. “Hear-
ing from the past, (Bemidji 

State’s) always been that one 
game away. We wanted to 
come in and be the team that 
finishes the games. (We came) 
through, and we believe in one 
another, and it means a lot.”

BSU delivered on an after-

noon where the field had to be 
cleared during the game and 
at halftime due to the accu-
mulation of wintry precipita-
tion. Crews shoveled the field 
using a Zamboni-inspired 
vehicle at the half, with the 
baseball team’s infield drag 
mat pinch-hitting and follow-
ing behind as a smoother for 
the disturbed turf.

Shovelers even scooped up 
deep snow in the far end zone 
during live plays in the second 
quarter — simply so you could 
see where it was.

When the dust — or snow 
— settled, it was all worth it. 
The Beavers had their historic 
win, with someone else who 
knows about sacrifice carrying 
them to it.

“One word to describe it 
is grateful,” said quarter-
back Brandon Alt, who threw 
for 435 yards and tossed five 
touchdown passes. “To have 
these guys on my team, we 
worked years and years for 
this. Just summers. I mean, 
when the season didn’t go 

how (we) planned, we just
knew we’d put our head back 
down and just work our (tails)
off.”

Alt, after promising starts in 
2018 and 2019, missed most of
those seasons with torn ACLs.
He rehabilitated in time for 
the 2020 season, but that was 
wiped out due to the COVID-19
pandemic.

This year, there are no more 
obstacles left in the path of 
Bemidji State realizing a pro-
gram dream.

“It’s all about the kids,”
head coach Brent Bolte said. 
“That’s why we get into this 
crazy profession of coaching. 
They stuck with it. We were 
2-2 (earlier in the season), 
and found a way to continue to 
overcome some adversity. And
that’s really what the sport of 
football is supposed to do.”

That’s a mantra Kristy Cas-
tillo could get behind.

Christian Babcock is a sports reporter at 
the Pioneer. Readers can reach him at (218) 

333-9787 or cbabcock@bemidjipioneer.
com.

Jillian Gandsey / Bemidji Pioneer

AREA SCHEDULE

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 17

THURSDAY, NOV. 18
Prep Girls Swimming and Diving

Prep Girls Hockey

FRIDAY, NOV. 19
College Women’s Soccer

-

College Women’s Hockey

College Men’s Basketball

College Men’s Hockey

SATURDAY, NOV. 20
College Football

-

College Women’s Basketball

College Women’s Hockey

College Men’s Basketball

Prep Girls Swimming and Diving
-

College Men’s Hockey

COLLEGE HOCKEY

USCHO.com Division I men’s 
poll (Nov. 15)

-

record, points, last week

20, Bemidji State, 6-4-0, 97, NR
Others receiving votes:

-

USCHO.com Division I 
women’s poll (Nov. 15)

points, last week

2, Ohio State, 10-2-0, 135, 2

Others receiving votes: -

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Saturday’s Results

PREP SPORTS

Saturday’s Results
Girls Hockey

Football
Class 9-Man State Quarterfinals (Nov. 

11-12)

Class A State Quarterfinals (Nov. 12)

-

Class AA State Quarterfinals (Nov. 
11-12)

Class 3A State Quarterfinals (Nov. 13)

Class 5A State Quarterfinals (Nov. 13)

14
Class 6A State Quarterfinals (Nov. 

11-12)

Volleyball
Class A State Semifinals (Nov. 12)

Class A State Finals (Nov. 13)

Class AA State Semifinals (Nov. 12)

Class AA State Finals (Nov. 13)

Class 3A State Semifinals (Nov. 12)

Class 3A State Finals (Nov. 13)

Class 4A State Finals (Nov. 13)

SCOREBOARD

LUMBERJACK ROUNDUP

Schmidt dives back to state; BHS places 8th at sections

SARTELL — Mady 
Schmidt will be making 
another trip to the state 
meet this season.

The Bemidji High 
School senior will be 
the lone representative 
for the girls swimming 
and diving team, as she 
placed second in diving 
during the Section 8AA 
meet on Saturday in Sar-
tell.

Schmidt finished with 
a score of 383.20 on 
the diving board, which 
put her second in the 

field and 
behind only 
Brainerd’s 
Izzy Olson 
( 3 9 7 . 3 5 ) . 
The top 
four divers 
qualify for 
state, as do 

the top two swimmers in 
each event.

As a team, Bemidji fell 
to eighth in the stand-
ings against newfound 
competition at the Class 
AA level.

The section meet 
marked the final chapter 
in the careers of seniors 

Marlee Bieber, Lietz and 
Vincent. Schmidt rounds 
out the senior class but 
has one more meet ahead 
of her.

The Class AA div-
ing prelims begin at 6 
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 18, 
at the Jean K. Freeman 
Aquatic Center at the 
University of Minnesota 
in Minneapolis. Should 
she advance to the finals, 
Schmidt will return at 6 
p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 
20.

Team Results

-

Girls hockey drops 
opener to EGF

EAST GRAND FORKS 
— The Bemidji High 
School girls hockey team 
opened its season with 
a 4-3 loss to East Grand 
Forks, coming up just 
short against the Green 
Wave on Saturday after-
noon in EGF.

Megan Berg got the 
scoring started for the 
Lumberjacks 1:30 into 
the game off an assist 
from Kristen McClellan. 
EGF (1-0) soon answered 
with a Kara Ellis score at 

9:11, followed by a Laura 
Pesch score at 12:48 to 
take the lead.

But the fun wasn’t 
nearly over in the first 
period. McClellan made 
her presence felt once 
again with an unassist-
ed game-tying score at 
13:09, but Ellis countered 
with another at 15:00 to 
give the Green Wave a 
3-2 lead after one.

EGF added on in the 
second period when 
Blake Schultz scored at 
13:20 to double up the 
difference. Bemidji (0-1) 
responded with anoth-

er unassisted strike by 
McClellan on the power 
play at 3:25, but the Jacks 
couldn’t find the equal-
izer down the stretch.

Goaltender Payton 
Weidemann stopped 32
shots for Bemidji.

East Grand Forks 4, Bemidji 3
BHS 2 0 1 — 3

-

-

Schmidt

Ready. Set. Sell!
Call to find out how classifieds can work for you.

                                  218-333-9200  |  bemijdipioneer.com                             
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802 Paul Bunyan Dr. S, Ste. 19
Bemidji, MN 56601

Great River Rescue
1612 Carr Lake RD SE · Bemidji, MN 56601

(218)751-7910 · director@greatriverrescue.com
Open Tuesday-Friday 12:30pm-5:30pm

Saturday 12:30pm-4:30pm

Why Adopt a Shelter Pet?
Getting a “free” pet is not exactly free. Here is a list of services covered 

when you adopt a pet at Great River Rescue...
$150-$300 Spaying/Neutering • $20-$30x2 Distemper Vaccination

$25-$35 Bordatella Vaccination • $15-$25 Rabies Vaccination
$50-$200 Flea/Tick Treatment • $30-$50 Microchip • $310-$670 Total Cost

Congratulations to our Volunteer of the Month, Rachel Roepke.

STELLA
Stella is a 4 year old female Terrier/
Lab mix. She has recently been on 
some outings with foster caregivers 
who have given her straight A’s on 
her report card! Stella is a cuddle 
bug that loves being with people. 
Please schedule your appointment 
to meet this sweetie today.

CHARLIE
Charlie is a 2 year old Long-Haired 

male cat that came to us as a stray. 
He is a big boy, weighing in at over 

14 lbs. If you are looking for a big 
kitty to keep your lap warm all 

winter, Charlie might be the right 
one for you. Please come and visit 

this wonderful companion.

FOOTBALL

WOMEN’S SOCCER

MEN’S HOCKEY

Jillian Gandsey / Bemidji Pioneer
The Beavers react to hearing their name called in the NCAA Selection Show on Sunday in Bemidji State’s 
Hagg-Sauer Hall. 

Bemidji State officially enters NCAA 
Tournament, meets familiar opponent

By Christian Babcock
The Bemidji Pioneer

BEMIDJI — The anticipation 
built in Hagg-Sauer Hall on Sun-
day.

The Bemidji State football team, 
fresh off a rousing 62-40 win over 
U-Mary to clinch a spot in the 
NCAA Tournament for the first 
time in school history, await-
ed the announcement of its next 
opponent.

Audible groans surfaced as the 
Beavers agonized through the 
other three regional reveals on 
an NCAA.com livestream, forcing 
them to endure a nearly 20-min-
ute wait after the show’s sched-
uled start time.

But soon after, the fourth region 
was revealed, and there it was — 
Bemidji State, in the bracket. BSU 
will face Augustana in a rematch 
of the two NSIC rivals’ homecom-
ing matchup at Chet Anderson 
Stadium.

“It’s something that you’ve 
always been working for and 
kind of dreamed of,” head coach 
Brent Bolte said. “Having this day 
where you’re hosting (a watch 
party) and having the guys in, and 

having (media members) here to 
check out where we’re going to be 
seeded and stuff. 

“So it’s a great day, man. It was 
awesome to see the reaction of 
the kids.”

Bemidji State entered the week-
end as the No. 4 team in the 
Super Region 4 rankings and did 
nothing to harm its positioning in 
the win over U-Mary. Ultimately, 
the playoff selection committee 
decided to leapfrog both BSU and 
Augustana with Western Colora-
do, which earned the No. 3 seed. 
Augie earned the No. 4 seed and 
the right to host.

“I don’t know what they might 
have seen,” senior receiver Malik 
Williams said. “But we’re happy 
just to be in it, really.”

Pleased they are, as the Beavers 
have made history and etched 
their names in the record books, 
regardless of what happens Sat-
urday.

“It’s cool to kind of get the 
school on the map,” senior line-
backer Gabe Ames said. “And not 
just Bemidji as a city, but the 
community (gets) recognition 
kind of worldwide.”

BSU earned new national rec-
ognition, but will face a familiar 
foe in the first round. The home-
coming game, which ended with 
a 52-24 Augie win, dropped the 
Beavers to 2-2 and threatened 
to derail their season. Instead, it 
became a springboard for their 
seven-game winning streak to 
close out the year and earn the 
tournament berth.

“We’re a completely different 
team from Week 4 when we lost 
to Augie,” Williams said. “Offen-
sively, defensively, special teams. 
I feel like we got guys flying 
around on both sides of the ball. 
We’re just much better and more 
complete. … That’s why we’ve just 
been able to stack these wins up.”

Stacking victories has got-
ten them here. It’ll take more of 
what’s worked down the stretch 
to get them a win in Sioux Falls.

“It’s going to be fun to get some 
revenge,” Williams said.

The Beavers and Vikings will 
face off at noon on Saturday, Nov. 
20, in Sioux Falls, S.D.

Christian Babcock is a sports reporter at the 
Pioneer. Readers can reach him at (218) 333-

9787 or cbabcock@bemidjipioneer.com.

Beavers face heartbreak in NSIC championship loss
By Micah Friez

The Bemidji Pioneer
BEMIDJI — The NSIC 

Tournament champion-
ship trophy had never 
touched the turf at Chet 
Anderson Stadium before 
Sunday.

And after Minnesota 
State’s 4-2 win over the 
Bemidji State women’s 
soccer team, the trophy 
was whisked away from 
the Beavers all too soon.

“That definitely stings 
a lot,” senior captain 
Allyson Smith said. “I’ve 
been here five years 
working for this. … We 
don’t ever want to feel 
this way again. So one 
good thing coming out of 
it is that we’ll fight so we 
don’t.”

The taste of defeat was 
strangely unfamiliar for 
a team that hadn’t lost 
in 23 matches and more 
than two calendar years. 
A hopeful 1-0 start met 
a bitter reality when the 
Mavericks scored three 
unanswered to take over.

“The ironic thing is 
we played really well,” 
BSU head coach Jim Stone 
said. “It just wasn’t our 
day. Give credit to them. 
(Maille Mathis) hit a 
couple shots that were 
tough to save, and we 
made some mistakes 
under pressure, and here 
we are.”

Smith scored the open-
ing goal on a beautiful 
give-and-go with Sara 
Wendt, coolly beating 
the keeper with a cal-
culated tap to the right 
in the ninth minute. But 
Mathis unleashed two 
deep rockets in the final 
seven minutes of the half, 
including the go-ahead 
goal with just 32 seconds 

on the clock.
“You never want to let 

in a goal with 33 seconds 
left in the half,” Smith 
said. “We knew we had 
to go out there and fight. 
Our energy coming out 
in the second half was 
good, and we were all 
over them for a while.”

Bemidji State (18-1-2) 
did stage a comeback, 
but not before MSU (17-
2-2) added an insurance 
goal on Sophie Eskierka’s 
dagger in the 70th min-
ute. It dropped the Bea-
vers in a two-goal deficit 
for the first time in more 
than three years.

Megan Dahl and Wendt 
pumped some life into 
BSU with 15 minutes 
left. Dahl’s booming free 
kick from midfield found 
Wendt in the box, and 
Wendt headed it into the 

side netting for a 3-2 
game.

There was one more 
goal to be had, too, but 
the Mavericks produced 
it. Allie Williams froze 
Bemidji State keeper 
Alyssa Stumbaugh with 
a 20-yard free kick that 
proved to be the dagger in 
the 83rd minute.

“Once we got within 
2-3, I thought one was 
coming. I really did,” 
Stone said. “When the 
game was more back and 
forth, it was there for us 
to grab, we just didn’t 
grab it.”

The Beavers’ four goals 
allowed are tied for the 
most the program has 
given up in a match since 
2012. It was a jarring 
contrast from a defense 
that had pitched seven 
straight shutouts enter-

ing the title match.
“We put up a fight. 

We made history,” said 
Smith, referencing an 
unbeaten regular season 
and the program’s first 
appearance in the con-
ference title game. “You 
have to celebrate your 
little wins, too. Yeah, it 
stings and it hurts, but 
you’ve got to keep your 
head up and realize we 
have games coming up. 
We’ve got to get back to 
work.”

No. 25 Minnesota State 4, No. 6 Bemidji 
State 2

MSU 2 2 — 4
BSU 1 1 — 2
First half — 1, BSU GOAL, Smith (Wendt), 

9’; 2, MSU GOAL, Mathis (unassisted), 39’; 
3, MSU GOAL, Mathis (unassisted), 45’.

Second half — 4, MSU GOAL, Eskierka 
(Mosher, Watt), 70’; 5, BSU GOAL, Wendt 
(Dahl), 76’; 6, MSU GOAL, Williams (unas-
sisted), 83’.

Saves — Stumbaugh (BSU) 8; Rath 
(MSU) 5.

Micah Friez is the sports editor at 
the Pioneer. Readers can reach 

him at (218) 333-9789 or mfriez@
bemidjipioneer.com.

Jillian Gandsey / Bemidji Pioneer
Bemidji State’s Mariah Nguyen (23), Alyssa Stumbaugh (1) and Emma Huelsnitz 
(10) console each other after falling 4-2 to Minnesota State in the NSIC Tournament 
championship on Sunday at Chet Anderson Stadium. 

BSU sweeps Lake 
Superior State for 
6th win in 7 games

By Christian Babcock
The Bemidji Pioneer

SAULT STE. MARIE, 
Mich. — The Bemidji 
State men’s hockey team 
earned a series sweep 
with a 4-2 win over 
Lake Superior State in 
Sault Ste. Marie, Mich, 
on Saturday, closing out 
its second perfect week-
end of the season and 
improving to 6-4 (5-1 
CCHA).

BSU also defeated 
LSSU 5-4 in a tight fin-
ish on Friday.

The Lakers came out 
swiftly in the first peri-
od Saturday, getting on 
the scoreboard at 3:37 
on a Cole Craft goal. But 
the Beavers turned the 
tide, with Finnish fresh-
man forward Jere Vai-
sanen scoring his first 
career goal at 9:44. 
Fellow freshman Jakub 
Lewandowski added 
another at 12:28.

BSU squandered some 
opportunities to stretch 
the lead in the second 
period, including 45 
seconds of 5-on-3 time. 
Nevertheless, the Bea-
vers maintained the 2-1 
advantage heading into 
the third.

In the final period, 
Bemidji State seized 
control with Vaisanen’s 
second goal, an unas-
sisted score that gave 
BSU a 3-1 lead at 3:29.

Lake State responded 
with a score by Miro-

slav Mucha at 13:16 to 
put the pressure back on 
the Beavers. But Bem-
idji State was up to the 
task once again, shut-
ting down the Lakers’ 
attack and even adding 
an empty-net goal by 
Owen Sillinger, his third 
goal of the series, to 
close out the game.

BSU netminder Gavin 
Enright tallied 25 saves 
on 27 shots on the after-
noon.

The Beavers return 
home for a series with 
Michigan Tech on Fri-
day and Saturday, Nov. 
19-20, at the Sanford 
Center. Puck drop is 
scheduled for 7:07 p.m. 
Friday and 6:07 p.m. 
Saturday.

Bemidji State 5, Lake Superior State 4
BSU 2 2 1 — 5
LSSU 0 2 2 — 4

First period — 1, BSU GOAL, Ierullo 
(O. Sillinger, Somoza), 6:18, PP; 2, BSU 
GOAL, O. Sillinger (Ierullo, Armour), 12:04, 
PP.

Second period — 3, LSSU GOAL, Posa 
(Cole, Nordqvist), 4:42; 4, LSSU GOAL, 
Posa (Bengtsson, Boudon), 7:56; 5, BSU 
GOAL, L. Sillinger (O. Sillinger, Ierullo), 
13:17; 6, BSU GOAL, Kirkup (Lewandows-
ki), 18:07.

Third period — 7, BSU GOAL, O. Sil-
linger (L. Sillinger), 17:51; 8, LSSU GOAL, 
Boudon (Bengtsson, Mucha), 18:27; 9, 
LSSU GOAL, Posa (Craft, Boudon), 19:29. 

Saves — Enright (BSU) 20, Eisele 
(LSSU) 24.

Bemidji State 4, Lake Superior State 2
BSU 2 0 2 — 4
LSSU 1 0 1 — 2

First period — 1, LSSU GOAL, Craft 
(Manz, Bengtsson), 3:37; 2, BSU GOAL, 
Vaisanen (Myers), 9:44; 3, BSU GOAL, 
Lewandowski (Kirkup), 12:28.

Second period — No scoring.
Third period — 4, BSU GOAL, Vaisanen 

(unassisted), 3:29; 5, LSSU GOAL, Mucha 
(Nixon, Manz), 13:16; 6, BSU GOAL, O. 
Sillinger (Ierullo, Johnson), 18:48, EN.

Saves — Enright (BSU) 25, Langeneg-
ger (LSSU) 24.

Christian Babcock is a sports 
reporter at the Pioneer. Readers 

can reach him at (218) 333-9787 or 
cbabcock@bemidjipioneer.com.

SPORTS BRIEFS

Rays’ Arozarena, 
Reds’ India named 
top rookies

Tampa Bay Rays out-
fielder Randy Arozarena 
and Cincinnati Reds sec-
ond baseman Jonathan 
India were named the 
Jackie Robinson Rookie 
of the Year awards for 
the American League 
and National League, 
respectively, on Monday.

Arozarena played his 
first full season in the 
majors after vaulting 
into the spotlight during 
the 2020 MLB postsea-
son. In 141 games this 
past season, he batted 
.274 with 20 home runs, 
32 doubles, three triples 
and 69 RBIs while steal-
ing 20 bases.

The 26-year-old also 
committed only one 
error in the field all 
season. He entered the 
season as a favorite for 
the award after setting 
a single-season play-
off record last year with 
both 27 hits and 10 home 
runs. He did not exhaust 
his rookie eligibility with 

just 84 regular-season
at-bats before the 2021 
season.

Arozarena earned 22 of
the 30 first-place votes 
(124 overall) from Base-
ball Writers Association 
of America voters. Hous-
ton Astros pitcher Luis 
Garcia (63 votes) fin-
ished second and Aroza-
rena’s Tampa Bay team-
mate, shortstop Wander 
Franco (30), was third.

India, 24, became Cin-
cinnati’s everyday sec-
ond baseman during
his first season in the 
majors. The former
fifth-overall draft pick 
in 2018 played in 150 
games and batted .269
with 21 home runs, 34 
doubles, two triples, 69 
RBIs and 98 runs.

India won 29 of 30 
first-place BBWAA votes 
and 148 overall. Miami 
Marlins pitcher Trevor 
Rogers (86 votes) earned 
the other and finished 
second, while St. Louis 
Cardinals outfielder
Dylan Carlson (22) took
third.

– Field Level Media



JANITORIAL & FACILITY MANAGER
Bemidji Covenant Church is now accepting applications for a Janitorial
 and Facility Manager. This is a Full-time position with benefit options.
 Bemidji Covenant has a great culture and is looking for an individual 
who can complement and add to this environment. BCC will accept

 applications until 11/30/21 at the end of the business day. To get a job
 description and fill out an application go to bemidjicovenant.com/jobs

Applications are being accepted for:

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION TEACHER -
LONG TERM SUBSTITUTES

These are full time positions at various elementary
schools.  Applicants must be licensed by the

Minnesota PELSB to teach elementary education.

EARLY CHILDHOOD SPECIAL EDUCATION -
LONG TERM SUBSTITUTE

This is a full time position at the Paul Bunyan Center 
beginning approximately January 10, 2022 through March
15, 2022. Applicants must be licensed by the Minnesota  

PELSB to teach early childhood special education.

MATHEMATICS TEACHER - LONG TERM SUBSTITUTE
This is a full time, 8th grade position at Bemidji 

Middle School beginning the end of March 2022.
Applicants must be licensed by the Minnesota PELSB

 to teach 8th grade mathematics.

AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDERS - LONG TERM
SUBSTITUTE TEACHER

This is a full time position at Bemidji High School 
approximately December 5, 2021 through February 25,
 2022.  Applicants must be licensed by the Minnesota

PELSB to teach autism spectrum disorders.
_________________________________________________________________

To apply: www.bemidji.k12.mn.us, select Job Opportunities.
Positions are open until filled.

*Applicants able to obtain special permissions are encouraged to apply*

If you need accommodation to complete the application or have
questions, please contact Human Resources at 218-333-3100.

Bemidji Area Schools is an Equal
Opportunity Employer/Educator

is accepting applications
for the following positions: 

Associate Director of Admissions

Database Coordinator- BSU Foundation 

IT Web Developer (Remote Eligible) 

Assistant or Associate Professor of Business Administration 

Receptionist

Human Resources Business Partner 

Assistant Professor of English: English Education 

Assistant or Associate Professor of PEDL

Assistant Professor of Social Worker 

Assistant or Associate Professor of Criminal Justice

Dean of the College of Individual and Community Health 

Assistant or Associate Professor of Indigenous Studies 

Assistant or Associate Professor of Nursing

Assistant Professor of Exercise Science 

Assistant or Associate Professor of Accounting

For further details: 
https://www.bemidjistate.peopleadmin.com

Minnesota State Colleges & Universities
 is an EO/AA/VET/Disability

employer/educator committed to the 
principles of diversity. 

BSU is a tobacco-free campus.

Leech Lake
Early Childhood Development 

JOB FAIR

November 18, 2021
9 AM to 3 PM

Employment Opportunities for:

- Infant Toddler Teachers
- Pre School Teachers

- Pre School Team Lead
- Pre School Teacher/ FSA

- Infant Toddler Teacher/ FSA
- Cooks

Positions open at all centers! Just ask!

Leech Lake Early Childhood has career opportunities for
early childhood educators, family service advocates, and  
cooks. Each position has full benefits and interviews will

be conducted on site. We are seeking talented people who
are interested in having a real impact on the health of

our children, their families, and our community.
If you are seeking work that will have a positive impact
on our community, please join us November 18, 2021

at our Cass Lake location.

If you have any questions give us a call at 218-335-8345

190 Sailstar Drive NW, Cass Lake Lake, MN 56633
http://www.llojibwe.org/jobs/llbojobs.html

HELP WANTED - GENERAL

Delivery Drivers
Based out of Bemidji delivering to  
Int’l. Falls, Little Fork and Baudette.  

No CDL required.  Must pass
background check and be at least
21 years of age. Competitive pay.

FedEx Ground Contractor
Call Toby at 701-388-5306

or email:
tobias.vetter27@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

www.apartmentsHQ.com

HELP WANTED - 
CLEANING & JANITORIAL

HELP WANTED - 
EDUCATION

HELP WANTED - GENERAL

AGE 55+ workers needed  
for PT Light Custodial work 
at the Cass Lake rest area. 

Contact GREEN VIEW
651-639-1913

PUBLIC NOTICE

     Don’t Delay
NEUTER OR SPAY YOUR PET

HELP WANTED - 
CLEANING & JANITORIAL

HELP WANTED - 
EDUCATION

HELP WANTED - 
EDUCATION

HELP WANTED - GENERAL

HELP WANTED - 
EDUCATION

HELP WANTED - GENERAL

HELP WANTED - GENERAL

$16 - $20 Hour
+ $2000 SIGN ON BONUS!

Bemidji Area Company 
NOW HIRING for all shifts!

ASSEMBLERS
MACHINE OPERATORS

Will Train! Weekly Pay!

Call Zack 218-779-2361

GoldPine Home
COOK NEEDED

Full or Part Time position for
Day, Evening & Weekends.
Must have ServSafe certificate, or  

will help obtain & must pass
background check.

All FT positions receive benefits!  
Both FT & PT positions will get a  
discount on childcare at our new  
childcare center depending on if  

you are FT or PT. Check the center  
out at PinePals.org or on our

Facebook page.  Apply online at
 goldpinehome.org   EOE.

Classifieds
218-333-9200 | Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

HELP WANTED - GENERAL

GOLDPINE HOME
Seeking FT & PT CNAs
& Home Health Aides

All shifts! PM shift: 2pm-10pm;  
Overnights: 10pm-6am and

AM Shift 6am-2pm
All FT positions receive benefits!  
Both FT & PT positions will get a  
discount on childcare at our new  
childcare center depending on if  

you are FT or PT. Check the center  
out at PinePals.org or on our

Facebook page.
Pick up an application at 1700  

30th St. NW or online at
 goldpinehome.org   EOE.

HELP WANTED - 
HEALTHCARE

GOLDPINE HOME
LPNs - Full & Part Time

All shifts! PM shift: 2pm-10pm;  
Overnights: 10pm-6am and

AM Shift 6am-2pm
All FT positions receive benefits!  
Both FT & PT positions will get a  
discount on childcare at our new  
childcare center depending on if  

you are FT or PT. Check the center  
out at PinePals.org or on our

Facebook page.
Pick up an application at 

1700  
30th St. NW or online at

HELP WANTED - GENERAL

218-333-9200 | service@bemidjipioneer.com
P.O. Box 455 | Bemidji, MN

Place your ad online at bemidjipioneer.com or contact: service@bemidjipioneer.com
Employment ads: call 888-514-4473 or email jobs@jobshq.com

As good as gone!

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
BEMIDJI TOWNSHIP TOWN HALL

PUBLIC HEARING FOR AN INTERIM

Use Permit for parcel 03.00419.00
Tuesday, December 7, 2021 @6PM

Roger Jarvi, Chairman
Kirk Anderson, Vice Chairman

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Cass Lake Housing & Redevelopment Authority has

developed documents related to the Annual Agency Plan

Process for Fiscal Year April 1, 2022 and Five-Year Capital 

Fund Program budgets in compliance with current HUD

regulations.   It is available for review at the Authority’s

Office located at 225 1st Street, NW, Cass Lake, MN.  Office 

hours are Monday - Friday between 10:00AM and 3:00PM.

A public hearing will be held on January 11, 2022 in the

Conference Room at the above address at 4:45PM. 

BEMIDJI TOWNSHIP PLANNING 
& ZONING COMMISSION

BEMIDJI TOWNSHIP TOWN HALL

Public Hearing on zoning along Mill St, Tyler Ave NE, 
Power Dam Rd NE, Canoe Ln NE & Starlight Ln SE
Tuesday, December 7, 2021 @6PM
Roger Jarvi, Chairman
Kirk Anderson, Vice Chairman

BEMIDJI TOWNSHIP PLANNING 
& ZONING COMMISSION

BEMIDJI TOWNSHIP TOWN HALL
Public Hearing on an Interim Use Permit for 
parcel 03.01203.00
Tuesday, December 7, 2021 @6PM
Roger Jarvi, Chairman
Kirk Anderson, Vice Chairman

SPORTS REPORTER
Join an Award Winning Team!

Echo Press in Alexandria, Minnesota is looking for a full-time g for a full-time h i l d i i i l ki f f llf l i
reporter to produce engaging sports and news content for our ontent for our 
print newspapers and digital sites with an emphasis on high schoolhool

This full time position is 32 hours of sports and 8 hours of news,  collaborating with other members of the editorial editori
team to develop the most creative and appealing content for our audience.

and print editions.
·         Collaborates with others in the newsroom on content and contributes to relevant social media accounts.

stories on deadline and under pressure.
·        possess a valid driver’s license and a drivingMust possess a valid driver’s licenss license and a driving 

For mmore information

Deadlline to apply: December 16,2021
225 7th Ave E, AAlexandria, MN

WE'RE HIRING IN BEMIDJI & WALKER

JOB OPENING:
SUPPORTIVE

HOUSING SPECIALISTH

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN HELPING PEOPLE?
Do you have education or experience in 

human services?

We’re looking for someone to help clients
get and keep adequate housing through our

Supportive Housing Program. 2 positions.

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS ABOUT HOURS, WAGE AND BENEFITS.

www.bicap.org/employment
218-333-9521

Apply online. Job open until filled. Equal Opportunity Employer

jobshq.com

Start your
career here.
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Up to $25,000 Sign On Bonus!
Class A CDL Driver to be based out of Bemidji

$22 per hour
Year round employment
Four or five day schedules available
Occasional overnight shifts include per diem
Well maintained fleet
Uniforms and seasonal outerwear provided
Family owned - operating with family values

We offer health insurance, life insurance, paid vacation,
 paid sick time, paid holidays and 401k plan!

Must have a valid Class A CDL & current health card.

Apply online at henrysfoods.com and email completed 
application to: jobs@henrysfoods.com or mail to:

Henry’s Foods, Inc.; Attn: HR,
PO Box 1057, Alexandria, MN 56308

HELP WANTED - 
HEALTHCARE

RN or LPN Needed!
$32-$35 per hour!

Full-Time & Part-Time
Caring for special

needs child.
Please call Angie
at 218-556-9344

MOBILE HOMES
FOR RENT

3 BD, 2 BA mobile home,  
16x80, Clearwater, Beltrami  
County line. References.  
$900/mo. Call 218-368-9318  
after 3:30 pm.

HELP WANTED - 
HEALTHCARE

HELP WANTED - 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

HOUSES FOR RENT

3 BD, 2 1/2 BA, AC, heat, dish  
washer, washer, dryer, extra  
big freezer, heated porch,  1  
car garage, 8 mi NW of Be- 
midji. Free snow plowing.    

$900/mo + deposit.  
218-368-1593/218-556-4659

See more at:
Property Professionals

www.rentinbemidji.com
602 Beltrami Ave

218-759-1900

Small 1BR cottage in the  
woods. 7 miles East of Be- 

midji off Hwy 2. 218-766-2385

To place your ad on-line visit  
the Bemidji Pioneer website  
at: www.bemidjipioneer.com

HELP WANTED - 
HEALTHCARE

HELP WANTED - 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

HELP WANTED - 
SKILLED & TRADES

HELP WANTED -
TRANSPORTATION
& LOGISTICS

HELP WANTED - 
SKILLED & TRADES

HELP WANTED -
TRANSPORTATION
& LOGISTICS

UNFURNISHED
APARTMENTS

Small efficiency, 1 mature  
lady only, no smoking or pets.  

Avail 12/1.    218-209-9979

WELCOME!
Eff. and 1 bdrm. Downtown  
location, near lake, locked  

entry.  218-508-4224

HOMES FOR SALE

751-1228
www.century21dickinson.com

AFFORDABLE! 
Classic 2 story 3BR home with 

newer furnace, low maintenance
exterior, large yard with majestic
white pines, pole building. Great 

location in charming Mizpah! 
MLS#6093317 $120,000

NEW CONSTRUCTION!
Cozy 1BR 1BA home with efficient 

1000sq of open concept living 
space, handicap accessible 

bath has walk-in shower! 9 acre 
lot close to the Cass Chain!
MLS#6071052 $179,900

jobshq.com

Don’t wait. Search today.

www.apartmentsHQ.com

LAKE PROPERTY
FOR SALE
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Puposky Lake!
A rare opportunity to 

own 50 acres with 
3000’frontage on a

paved road 20 minutes
north of Bemidji. Mix of 
high & low land. Perfect 

for hunting & fishing! 

MLS# 6108391

$290,000

ANIMALS/PETS FOR SALE

AKC Standard Poodles 
Beautiful Family Raised  

Purebred Puppies OFA Ge- 
netic Health tested Parents  
great hunting/companion,  

vet Checked, UTD on shots  
$1500 2185907106

Saint Doodle
Male, 9 weeks old.

218-766-9812

Teddy Bear Chihuahua  
Cross

Family-raised pups. Adorable,  
smart, loving.

Boys $900; Girls $950.  
329-527-3392

BUILDING MATERIALS/
EQUIPMENT
WANTED:  SAWLOGS

Soft wood and hard wood -  
any species. Delivered.  

218-766-9824.
Please apply in person at 
406 Minnesota Ave NW, 

Bemidji.

PRESSERS/IRONERS 
for shirts and all garments along

with point of sale. Will train. 
Full or ppart-time.art-time.

DRESS CLUBDDRRESESSS CLUSS CCLULUBB
NERSCLEACLEACCLLEAEA SSRREENN RSANERSRS

UTILITY OPERATOR I - 
WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT

Entry-level position to become an operator skilled in 
the technical work needed to operate, maintain and 

repair process, control and support systems in a Class A 
Wastewater Treatment Facility.

Full-time, Union position wage range $22.01 - $27.88 /hour.
See job description for qualifications and further details.

Applications must be received by 4 p.m. on Monday, 
November 22, 2021.

Apply on-line at www.ci.bemidji.mn.us
Direct questions to the HR Coordinator at (218) 759-3562.
The City of Bemidji is an Affirmative Action/Equal Employment Opportunity Employer.

CITY OF BEMIDJI
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

HANDYMAN

          218-732-5602 
          218-255-1612

www.GrahamOutdoors.net

Fully           
I d

GUGUUTTTER CTER CR CLLEEANOUTANOUOUTT
CHIMNEY SWEEPCHIMNEY SWSWEEEEPP

CABIN SECURITY CHECKCABIN SECURITY T CHECECKK

SNOW REMOVAL

PAINTING/PAPERING

MISCELLANEOUS

INSULATION

INSULATION
Polyurethane Spray Foam

Blown-in Fiberglass
Bryan Lee  

218-766-0652
Nick Lee  

218-556-2523

SNOW REMOVAL

PAINTING/PAPERING

MISCELLANEOUS

JUNK REMOVAL

BUYING JUNK CARS 
& TRUCKS

PAYING TOP DOLLAR
Free Towing! 

 320-630-8196 or
218-444-2079

MISCELLANEOUS

SNOW REMOVAL

JIM’S LAWN CARE &  
SNOW PLOWING 

(Residential/Commercial)
Seasonal rates, year-round  
care. Now excepting new  

accounts. Get on the snow- 
plow list today! *Low Rates* 

Call Jim 763-400-6160
Bemidji & Surrounding Areas

MISCELLANEOUS

INSULATION INSULATION

DRYWALL/SHEETROCK DRYWALL/SHEETROCK

CLEANING CLEANING

CERAMIC TILE CERAMIC TILE

DIRECTORYSERVICE YOUR GUIDE TO GREAT SERVICES!
 CCCOOONNNSSSTTTRRRUUUCCCTTTIIIOOONNN  GGGUUUTTTTTTEEERRRSSS    HHHAAANNNDDDYYYMMMAAANNN    LLLAAAWWWNNN CCCAAARRREEE    PPPAAAIIINNNTTTIIINNNGGG    SSSMMMAAALLLLLL EEENNNGGGIIINNNEEE

 CCCAAARRRPPPEEETTT CCCLLLEEEAAANNNIIINNNGGG   HHHOOOUUUSSSEEEKKKEEEEEEPPPIIINNNGGG   MMMEEECCCHHHAAANNNIIICCC    EEELLLEEECCCTTTRRRIIICCCAAALLL   AAANNNDDD MMMOOORRREEE!!!

Call: 218-333-9200 or Email: for details.

Specializing in: 
CUSTOM SHOWERS 

& FLOORS
Porcelain, Marble, Granite, Slate,

Natural Stone, Ceramic Tile,
Grout/Stone Restoration, Re-Grout

Call or Text Dan NOW for a 
FAST & FREE Estimate

218-290-650618218-290-6-2290-650650606
Fax# 218-694-6651

aliz iin:aallizizzininng iiiniinn: C ll T DC ll T D

35 years experience35 years exppp35 years experiencersrs eexpxp
Inc.

Dry Ice Cleaning | Commercial Hoodd Cleaning | Power Washing
Soft Washing | Steam Washing | Fleet && Heavy Equipment Cleaning

Deck & Fence Washing | Roof And House Washing
Surface Cleaning | Graaffiti Removal

gglaciercleaning218.com 
218.556.8491

Insured

Help Wanted

Help W

Drywall Finishing, LLC
“For all your finishing needs”

Taping, Texturing, Painting

Tim Quinn, Owner

Call now 
to get on our 

schedule:
218-766-6582 

(cell)
quinn210@paulbunyan.net
quinndogga1@gmail.com

GROVE INSULATION
Insulate your home, garage or cabin. 
Loose fill attics & knee walls.
Pressure blow slants & side walls.
Foundations, crawl spaces 
& Rim Joist. Blower Door pressure
testing before & after work.

Rebate available through MN Energy
218-280-5834

Jerry Downs 
751-7737

I Know Medicare.

1425 PAUL BUNYAN DR. NW • BEMIDJI, MN 56601

If you have questions,  
I have answers... call today!

VENISON 
PROCESSING

Bemidji Locker & Fish

Smoking  
Sausage Making

218-556-1047

Ten years experience. Will repair 
and service all makes and models 

of clocks including grandfather, 
mechanical, cuckoos and quartz.

Complete Clock  
Repair and Service

THE CLOCK SHOP

Stacey Sharp
Clockmaker

Specializing in all of your canvas  
         repair & fabrication needs

• Boat Covers
• Boat Lift Canopies
• Bimini Tops
• Snowmobile & UTV Upholstery
• Awnings & Truck Tarps
• Zipper Repair
• Etc.

218-556-0172 www.upnorthcanvas.com

Specia
 

4972 Jackpine Rd NW4972 Jackpine Rd NW
Bemidji, MN

Do You Have 
Medicare Questions?

CALL ME.
I Can Help. 

218-556-6155
1-800-467-4708

Shelly DeJean   
shelly@longtinagency.com
Tenstrike, MN 

Over 15 years’ experience

Call for free estimate! 
(218)308-5302

Bemidjipainting.com

esidentia& ReesCommerical & RCommer ca esidecal & Re identicala sidee dea esR iiical & Residentiaiall
Bemidji Painting

Free estimates: (218)368-3363
Local-Bemidji & 50 mile radius

Owner Operated, Insured and Licensed
JHLawnSolutions.comJHLawnSolutions.com

SNOW PLOWING | SALTING
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FIREWOOD

Seasoned hardwood firewood  
CSD, and pine available. Also  
offering mobile firewood pro- 
cessing. Call 218-586-2495.

Seasoned oak, C/S/D $175 a  
cord, 2 cord min.  
218-556-3977

ITEMS UNDER $100

Excellent Maytag, top loading  
washing machine. $95    

218-586-2473

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY/
LAND FOR SALE

ITEMS UNDER $100

Free American Buff geese,  
live and hatched this year.  
218-766-7753

MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

Couches, end tables, two  
book shelves,  two recliners,  

double bed frame/mattresses,   
computer hutch, sewing ma- 

chine,  treadmill, dishes,  
vacuums, Rigid circle saw,  

band saw, & sander. Call for  
appt. 218-791-2947

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY/
LAND FOR SALE

MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

Elliptical portable machine,  
excellent condition $300 obo  
218-759-2177

For Sale: 5 Skidoo snowmo- 
biles, Heavy duty loader for  
tractor with pump. Honey for  
sale.      218-556-2534

AUTOMOBILES

LOOKING FOR A DEAL? 
www.bemidjipioneer.com

to see deals of the day

TRAILERS

Chevy trailer, 1 7/8” ball hitch.  
4x8. Brake lights work. No  
rust. $350 218-368-4426

WEDNESDAY ’S PUZZLES

B3 | I25 | 68 | B13 | G49 | N40 | I18 | G47 | I19

11/17/21
NUMBERS FORBROWSER’S BLACKOUT BING 

33. Short-necked duck

34. Pelosi’s title: abbr.

36. Thousand __, CA

38. Ghostly figures

39. Hightailed it

41. Like a good knife

42. Movie industry

44. Boy Scout groups

45. “__ it isn’t so!”

47. Orkin’s targets

48. Chicken pox symptom

49. Reverberate

50. __ up; provide support for

53. Small appliance

54. Reasonable bedtime

56. __ Diamond Phillips

57. Anger

59. Likely

Here’s How It Works: Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken 

each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,

by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers 
you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

bemidjipioneer.news/crossword

Simply find the crossword puzzle in the e-paper and click on it. On 
the new screen that pops up, select the print option on the top menu. 
Members can also use the snipping tool. For detailed instructions visit

WANT TO PRINT YOUR 
CROSSWORD PUZZLES??
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ACROSS
1. Mend socks

5. Golfer’s tap

9. Pig’s dinner

13. Indian or Arctic

15. Length times 
width

16. Lion’s locks

17. On __;
performing

18. Think back 
fondly

20. Alphabet
member

21. Feasted on

23. Second of two

24. Propelled a 
rowboat

26. Banana cream __

27. Philippines
capital

29. WWI president

32. Florence’s land

33. Ensnares

35. Brief life sketch

37. Rowdy groups

38. Irritate

39. Plague-
spreading bug

40. “__ Be There”;
Jackson 5 hit

41. Out of __; not 
physically fit

42. Tap a mouse
button

43. Deadly

45. Prolonged
attacks

46. __ out of; used
up

47. Bamboo
muncher

48. Book __; school
assignment

51. Hurricane center

52. Fruitcake
container

55. Tourist stop in 
Athens

58. Indigenous New 
Zealander

60. Small store

61. Sahl or 
Zuckerman

62. Cook’s cover-up

63. Beer ingredient

64. Takes to court

65. Tim Daly’s sis

DOWN
1. Rx label info

2. __ like; pretends 
to be

3. Not overpriced

4. Unpleasant
spouse

5. Whittled; reduced

6. Suffix for forfeit 
or text

7. Mayor pro __; 
interim leader

8. Car exhaust outlet

9. Inflicts a heavy
blow on

10. Bringing up the
rear

11. Back in the day

12. One’s equal

14. Almost

19. Manicurist’s
focus

22. British custom

25. Feels poorly

27. Rogers or 
Kennedy

28. Ring-shaped 
island

29. Surfboard 
support

30. Not optional

31. Family tree 
member

UnbelievableUnbelievablee
OpportunityOpportunity

gOwners are RetiringOOwners are RetiringOwnwnersrs arere ReRetitirintiriririninggggggg
Featured in Explore Minnesota Magazine, an
unbelievable opportunity to own a landmark Supper 
Club in Central Minnesota Lakes country. An ideal turn 
key operation established in 1968. Well maintained key operation established in 1968 Well maintained
building, equipment, and property. The dining room 
seats 100+ with a beautiful full service bar. Excellent 
year round repeat customer base. Reliable hard
working staff in place. Don’t miss this opportunity 
to own one of the most Iconic Supper Club/Bar/
Restaurants in the Central Minnesota Lakes area.

Email contact information to Jlarsen@VASTBB.net

STATEWIDEPUBLIC NOTICE

Certificate of Assumed Name
Office of the Minnesota

Secretary of State
Minnesota Statutes,

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed name  
does not provide a user with  
exclusive rights to that name.  
The filing is required for consu- 
mer protection in order to  
enable customers to be able to  
identify the  true owner of a  
business.
ASSUMED NAME: Bemidji  
Veterinary Hospital
PRINCIPAL PLACE  OF BUSI- 
NESS: 44725 Grand River Ave- 
nue Suite 104 Novie, MI 48375
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: Midwest Veterinary Hos- 
pital, PLLC
Address: 44725 Grand River  
Avenue Suite 104 Novie, MI  
48375
By typing my name, I, the un- 
dersigned, certify that I am  
signing this document as the  
person whose signature is re- 
quired, or as agent of the per- 
son(s) whose signature would  
be required who has authorized  
me to sign this document on  
his/her behalf, or in both ca- 
pacities.  I further certify that I  
have completed all required  
fields, and that the information  
in this document is true and  
correct and in compliance with  
the applicable chapter of Min- 
nesota Statutes.  I understand  
that by signing this document I  
am subject to the penalties of  
perjury as set forth in Section  
609.48 as if I had signed this  
document under oath.
SIGNED BY:  Vikramjit Dhillon,  
DVM, Member
MAILING ADDRESS: None  
Provided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NOTIC- 
ES: matthew.davis@mvetpart- 
ners.com
(Nov. 17 & 20, 2021)   2910906

NOTICE OF CANDIDATE  
FILING DATES

CITY OF BEMIDJI - SPE- 
CIAL ELECTION - WARD 5  

COUNCILMEMBER
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN  

in accordance with M.S.  
205.13, Subd. 2 and City Char- 
ter Section 4.04, that the candi- 
date filing period will open at  
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Tues- 
day, November 30, 2021 and  
close at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday,  
December 14, 2021, for the fol- 
lowing City of Bemidji office:
 Council Member Ward 5 (Fill  
a Term ending December 31,  
2024)
 Filing of an original, properly  
executed affidavit of candidacy  
and filing fee will be accepted in  
person with the office of the  
City Clerk, 317 4th Street NW,  
Bemidji, MN 56601, during  
regular business hours of 8:00  
a.m. and 4:30 p.m.; except on  
December 14, 2021, filing may  
be made between the hours of  
8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Candi- 
dates who will be absent from  
the state during the filing period  
and meet the requirements of  
Minnesota Statutes Section  
204B.09, Subd. 1a, may ar- 
range to file during the seven  
days immediately preceding the  
candidate’s absence from the  
state. 
 The initial election will be  
Tuesday, February 8, 2022. If  
more than two candidates file  
for office and should no candi- 
date garner greater than 50%  
of the total vote at the special  
primary election, then a second  
special election will be held on  
Tuesday, August 9, 2022.  
Questions should be directed to  
the City Clerk at 218-759-3570.
 Candidate filing information  
packets and affidavits of candi- 
dacy are available from the of- 
fice of the City Clerk or on the  
City’s website at www.ci.bemid- 
ji.mn.us. 
 Michelle R. Miller, Bemidji  
City Clerk
(Nov. 13, 17, 20, 24 & 27,  
2021)  2910296

State of Minnesota
Beltrami County

Distirct Court
Judicial District: Ninth
Court File Number:

04-JV-21-689
Case Type: Child Protection

In the Matter of the Welfare of  
the Child(ren) of:
Larrissa Jean White

STATEWIDEPUBLIC NOTICE

Parent
Nick Adam Chapman,
Samuel James Kingbird, Sr.
Parent

Summons and Notice
Permanent Placement

Matter
NOTICE TO: Samuel James  
Kingbird, Sr.
1. A Permanency Petition-Ter- 
mination of Parental Rights has  
been filed in the Office of the  
Clerk of Juvenile Court located  
at Bemidji, Minnesota, petition- 
ing for the Termination of pa- 
rental rights of the child(ren).
2. Notice is hereby given that  
the matter of said Permanency  
Petition- Termination of Paren- 
tal Rights will be called for  
hearing before the Juvenile  
Court located at the Beltrami  
County Judicial Center, 600  
Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji,  
MN 56601 on December 21,  
2021 at 10:50 a.m.
3. YOU ARE ORDERED to ap- 
pear before the Juvenile Court  
at the scheduled time and date.
4. You have a right to be repre- 
sented by counsel.
5. If you fail to appear at the  
hearing, the Court may still con- 
duct the hearing and grant ap- 
propriate relief, including termi- 
nating the parental rights of the  
parents named in the Petition.

WITNESS, the Honorable
John G. Melbye,

Judge of District Court
BY:   Kayla Littler

  Court Administrator
Andrea Krueckeberg

   Deputy
(Nov. 3, 10 & 17, 2021)  

2909716

State of Minnesota
Beltrami County

District Court
Ninth Judicial District
Court File Number:  

04-PR-21-2619
Case Type: Informal Probate

In re the Estate of
Stephen Glen Wick, Deceased 

Notice of Informal Probate  
of Will and Appointment of  
Personal Representative  
and Notice to Creditors

TO ALL INTERESTED PER- 
SONS AND CREDITORS: 
Notice is hereby given that an  
application for informal probate  
of the above-named Decedent’s

 
2011. 

 
to in the will dated Septem- 
ber 24, 2022. 

has been filed with the court,  
and the application has been  
granted.
Notice is also given that the  
Judge of District Court has in- 
formally appointed the follow- 
ing: 
Adam Glen Wick
1108 Irvine Avenue NW
Bemidji MN 56601
As personal representative of  
the Estate of the Decedent. Any  
heir, devisee or other interested  
person may be entitled to ap- 
pointment as personal repre- 
sentative, or may object to the  
appointment of the personal  
representative. Unless objec- 
tions are filed pursuant to Minn.  
Stat. § 524.3-607, and the court  
otherwise orders, the personal  
representative has full power to  
administer the Estate, includ- 
ing, after 30 days from the date  
of issuance of letters, the power  
to sell, encumber, lease or dis- 
tribute real estate. 
Any objections to the probate of  
the Will, or to the appointment  
of the personal representative,  
must be filed with this court,  
and will be heard by the court  
after the filing of an appropriate  
petition and proper notice of  
hearing. 
Notice is also given that, sub- 
ject to Minn. Stat. Â§  
524.3-801, all creditors having  
claims against the Estate are  
required to present the claims  
to the personal representative  
or to the Court Administrator  
within four (4) months after the  
date of this Notice, or the  
claims will be barred. 
Dated: November 5th, 2021

/s/ Jeanine Brand
Judge of District Court

Dated: November 4th, 2021
Kayla Littler

Court Administrator
(Nov. 17 & 24, 2021)  2911137

Never too late 
to go after your 
dream JOB!

Find it here.

 motors.inforum.com
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SHARE YOUR SHOT

Contributed photos

Easten Jacobson shoots 
10-point buck

SHARE YOUR SHOT

2019 Minnesota law allows dogs to find wounded deer
By John Myers

TWO HARBORS, Minn. 
— There is perhaps 
nothing more frus-
trating, angering and 
morale-sapping for a 
deer hunter than losing 
a wounded deer.

Every hunter worth 
their salt — archery or 
firearm — makes every 
effort to place the shot 
well, to kill the animal 
as quickly as possible 
and to track it relent-
lessly until they find it 
in the woods.

But sometimes, espe-
cially when there is no 
snow on the ground, the 
track runs cold. Some-
times the blood trail 
ends. Sometimes the 
animal just goes farther 
after being hit than you 
could imagine.

“I know guys who 
have quit hunting when 
they lose a deer they 
know they hit. Especial-
ly for first-time hunt-
ers, it can be devastat-
ing,’’ said Chris Neutz.

That’s why Neutz, of 
Esko, decided to train 
his yellow Labrador 
retriever, Ivy, to track 
wounded deer.

While the use of dogs 
to track deer in Min-
nesota had for decades 
been illegal, Minneso-
ta lawmakers moved 
in 2019 to allow dogs 
to track wounded deer, 
with several caveats 
to prevent unscrupu-
lous dog handlers from 
chasing deer that are 
not wounded.

A Facebook page 
called Minnesota Track-
ing Dogs now lists 25 
Minnesota-based dog 
owners, and a few from 
nearby towns in neigh-
boring states, who will 
come to the aid of hunt-
ers to find wounded 
deer. Neutz and Ivy are 
the only team listed in 
Northeastern Minneso-
ta. The Wisconsin Deer 

Trackers group also 
has a Facebook page. A 
national group called 
United Blood Trackers, 
unitedbloodtrackers.
org, also offers listings 
of dogs available to help 
track.

Neutz, who works as 
an electrician at the CN 
ore docks in Two Har-
bors, said Ivy, now 3 
years old, had been a 
solid bird-hunting dog 
before he got the idea to 
add deer tracking to her 
training regiment.

“I started a couple 
years ago just for my 
own use, and my friends. 
But then I noticed that 
there weren’t any track-
ing dogs listed in our 
part of the state, so I 
decided to put us on the 
list,” Neutz said.

The term blood-track-
ing dog is a bit of a mis-
nomer. Usually by the 
time the dogs are called 
in, there is no blood 
trail, so the dogs must 
rely on other scent left 
behind by the deer, like 
they would finding a 
live pheasant or grouse 
in heavy cover.

“You could train any 

dog to do this. But she 
(Ivy) just seems to have 
the drive for it,” Neutz 
said. “She’s got a work-
ing dog mentality. … 
She just lives for this.”

Already in her early 
career, Ivy has 10 deer 
finds to her cred-
it. She was three-for-
four during Minnesota’ 
archery hunting season 
in September and Octo-
ber. Over opening week-
end, Neutz and Ivy were 
called to a spot near 
Mille Lacs Lake to help 
track a deer. They didn’t 
find it, but confirmed it 
wasn’t badly wounded.

Calvin Rowley, of 
Iron River, Wisconsin, 
has been using his Ger-
man shorthaired point-
er, Abby, to track deer 
for four seasons. Abby 
has recovered 20 deer 
already. Calvin, 17, and 
his dad, Josh, will work 
in Wisconsin or Minne-
sota and have used Abby 
to track wounded deer 
as far away as Hibbing 
and Virginia in Min-
nesota. They have also 
been called out on bear 
searches in Minnesota.

“She’s (Abby) at about 

55% success right now,” 
Calvin Rowley said. 
“Some guys will only 
go out if they know they 
are likely to find it, so 
they may have a higher 
success rate. But we’ll 
go out on any call, any-
where, so a lot of times 
the problem is that the 
shot wasn’t good to 
start with and the deer 
isn’t down.”

For training, Cal-
vin Rowley says he will 
often strap deer hooves 
to his boots and walk 
through the woods, then 
bring the dog back in 
later.

“Usually by the time 
we get called in, there 
is no more blood trail. 
… So the dog will key 
in on the scent that the 
deer leaves from a gland 
between their toes. … 
That’s all she needs to 
go on,” said Rowley, 
who operates Cooper’s 
Kennels with his dad.

Neutz, too, uses a 
deer hoof, but taped to 
a stick, sometimes with 
added deer scent, that 
he dabs on the ground 
as he walks, leaving 
an old deer hide at the 

end. Then he brings in 
Ivy who quickly goes to 
work, following the trail 
to the hide.

“Good girl!” Neutz 
said after a recent train-
ing session in the woods 
behind his house. “She 
wants to keep looking 
for the deer, though. 
Sometimes the hide 
isn’t enough for her to 
think it’s over.”

Neutz advises hunters 
who know they have lost 
the trail of a wound-
ed deer to stop walking 
over the trail that may 
hold scent, back out of 
the area and call him. 
The less human scent on 
the trail the better.

“And a lot of times, if 
they walk through the 
blood trail and get it on 
their boots and spread it 
around, it just confuses 
the dog when I bring 
her in,” Neutz noted. 
He said the old adage of 
not pushing a wounded 
deer usually holds true. 
Move too soon, or too 
fast, and the deer will 
keep moving ahead of 
you. The hope is that 
the deer stops, lays 
down and doesn’t get 
up again.

Neutz, Ivy and the 
hunter who made the 
shot go out to the 
last place the hunter 
knows there was a trail. 
Neutz asks the hunt-
er to remain there, as 

a marker, then lets Ivy
pick up the scent trail. 
Minnesota and Wis-
consin laws require the 
hunter with the deer tag 
to accompany the dog
handler.

“I’ll ask the hunter 
to stay at the last spot
where we have a good
scent and then move up 
from there,” said Neutz, 
noting that Ivy is on a 
long leash all the time. 
State law requires a 
leash no more than 30 
feet long.

Netutz doesn’t have a 
fee but gladly accepts 
any free-will offering to 
cover gas expenses. The 
Rowleys charge a flat 
fee of $150 per search.

“It’s a chance for us to 
use our kennel and our 
dogs to provide a service
for hunters, to recov-
er a deer that otherwise 
wouldn’t be recovered,” 
Rowley noted. “There’s 
nothing worse for a lot 
of guys than losing a
deer.”

If you need Ivy’s ser-
vices, contact Chris
Neutz in Esko at 651-
769-7146.

If you need Abby’s 
services, contact Calvin 
Rowley in Iron River at 
715-979-1042.

John Myers reports on the 
outdoors, environment and natural 

resources for the Duluth News 
Tribune. He can be reached at 

jmyers@duluthnews.com.

Steve Kuchera / Duluth News Tribune

RULES OF DEER TRACKING  
DOGS IN MINNESOTA
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Gymnastics
  for  ChildrenAt the Gym Bin

For more info call 444-FLIP  •  gymbinbemidji.com

Classes for preschool and school aged children__________________________________________
Open Gym – Birthday Parties


