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RED LAKE – Certified 

candidates have been 
named for the Red Lake 
Nation general election 
taking place May 18.

A preliminary list of 
candidates was released 
following a Feb. 16 fil-
ing deadline and prior 
to March 2, the deadline 
for candidates to with-
draw their candidacy.

Incumbent tribal trea-
surer Annette Johnson 
withdrew her candidacy 
prior to the withdrawal 
deadline and two incum-
bents from Ponemah 
and Redby opted to not 

seek reelection.
One non-incumbent 

candidate also withdrew 
their candidacy and one 
candidate was deemed 
ineligible.

Certified candidates 
for tribal chairman 
include incumbent Dar-
rell Seki Sr., Floyd Jour-
dain, Angela Chaboyea, 
Lydell Roberts and Dar-
win Sumner.

Tribal secretary can-
didates include incum-
bent Samuel Strong and 
Tim Sumner, who is a 
current Beltrami County 
Commissioner.

Tribal treasurer can-
didates include Vernelle 

Lussier and Martina 
Beaulieu.

Representative candi-
dates for the Red Lake 
District include incum-
bent Donald Good Sr., 
Julie Stately, Michael 
Needham, Clem May 
Sr., Nicole Desjarlait, 
David Desjarlait, Clayton 
Strong Sr., Mark King-
bird Sr., Martera Nelson, 
Cherilyn Spears, Mark 
Sigana, Robert May, 
Leland Lussier Jr., and 
Charles Martin.

Representative can-
didates for the Redby 
District include Harold 
Graves Jr., Jeanne Thun-
der, Herman Donnell, 

The Bemidji Pioneer
BEMIDJI — A Launch-

Pad meet-up event 
hosted by Greater Bemi-
dji on Wednesday morn-
ing provided city resi-
dents a chance to talk 
openly with Bemidji 
City Council members 
and Mayor Jorge Prince 
about a variety of com-
munity topics.

Originally slated to 
include the mayor and 
Greater Bemidji Execu-
tive Director Dave Hen-
gel, upon his arrival at 
the event Ward 3 Coun-
cilor Ron Johnson was 
also invited to the front 
to share his perspectives 
on the topics discussed.

Talking points includ-
ed the recent manage-
ment transition at the 
Sanford Center, progress 
on the Rail Corridor’s 
development and dis-
cussion on redistricting 
the city’s wards.

The first topic to 
receive substantial 
attention was the new 
contract with ASM Glob-

al for management of the 
Sanford Center, includ-
ing questions about the 
details of the contract.

To answer these ques-
tions, Prince and John-
son gave information 
about the various funds 
and highlights of the 
contract, including the 
$200,000 that ASM will 
be providing for capi-
tal improvements to the 
building.

Another area of focus 
around the Sanford 
Center was the incen-
tives built into the con-
tract for ASM Global to 
decrease the deficit the 
event center has had 
annually under previous 
management.

“They’re incentivized 
by reducing the deficit 
and turning a profit,” 
Prince said, explain-
ing that as ASM Global 
decreases annual losses 
the company can receive 
up to 40% of generat-
ed profits in addition to 
the flat $10,000 a month 
management fee.

Residents discuss 
community topics
Locals talk with city council, 
mayor at LaunchPad event

Bemidji skaters lace up for Parks and Rec indoor skate event
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Adeline, 4, skates at a Parks and Recreation Department open skate event on Friday at the Bemidji 
Community Arena.

By Madelyn Haasken
The Bemidji Pioneer

Skaters young and 
old took to the ice 
Friday morning 

during a free open skate 
event at the Bemidji 
Community Arena.

Hosted by the Bemidji 
Parks and Recreation 
Department, the event 
drew dozens of skaters 
throughout its two-
hour duration.

Recreation 
Coordinator Jamie 
Anderson said it was 
the first time the 
department had the 
opportunity to host an 
open skate event at the 
Bemidji Community 
Arena.

“This is the first 

time we’ve ever done it 
there,” Anderson said. 
“The BCA itself had 
offered open skate, but 
Parks and Rec hadn’t 

hosted one yet.”
According to 

Anderson, one benefit 
of Parks and Rec 
hosting the event is 

that they were able to 
provide about 50 pairs 
of skates, available for 
attendees to use for 
free.

“We’re able to 
bring our rental 
skates,” Anderson 
said. “Normally there 
wouldn’t be rental 
skates at the open 
skate, but this time 
we’re able to provide 
equipment.”

Free skate rentals 
for the event were 
made possible through 
a grant the Parks and 
Recreation Department 
received from the 
Bernick Family 
Foundation. The grant 

Attendees skate around the ice rink during a Parks 
and Recreation Department open skate event on 
Friday at the Bemidji Community Arena.
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Certified candidates announced for Red Lake general election
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Bemidji Mayor Jorge Prince speaks about potential 
development in the Rail Corridor during a LaunchPad 

Gary Auginash Sr., Les-
ter Loud, Sheldon Brown 
and Maureen Lyons.

Representative candi-
dates for the Little Rock 
District include incum-
bent Adrian Beaulieu, 
Tashina Branchaud, 
Cheryl Thomas, James 
Drouillard Jr., and Har-
low Spears.

Representative candi-
dates for the Ponemah 
District include Randall 
Kingbird, Aaron Jones, 
Eugene StandingCloud 
and Scott Perkins.

Polls will be open 
between 8 a.m. and 8 
p.m. on May 18 at the 
Ponemah, Redby, Red 
Lake and Little Rock 
Community Centers. 
In-person voting will 
observe social distanc-
ing and enhanced clean-
ing procedures at each 
polling place.

Curbside voting will 
also be offered and 
absentee voting is 
encouraged as a pre-
ferred voting method. 
Absentee ballots must 

be received on or before 
election day.

Members of an Absen-
tee Ballot Committee 
will be available at addi-
tional polling locations 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
on Monday, May 16, at 
the Red Lake Embassy in 
Minneapolis, Red Lake 
Urban Office in Duluth 
and Oshkiimaajitahdah 
Office in Bemidji.

Where there are two 
or more candidates for 
any office, a candidate 
must win a majority of 
votes to be elected. If 
no candidate achieves 
the required majority 
of 50% or more of the 
votes, a run-off election 
between the candidates 
with the two highest 
vote totals will be con-
ducted.

In the event there is a 
need for a run-off elec-
tion, such an election 
will be held within 60 
days with the run-off 
date being set by the 
council.



Buena Vista Rail 
Jam set for Sunday

BEMIDJI — Buena Vista 
Ski Area will host a Rail 
Jam at 2 p.m. on Sunday, 
March 13.

There is a $15 entry 
fee, and registration will 
begin at 12:30 p.m. on the 
first floor of the ski lodge.

Participants have the 
opportunity to win prizes 
and T-shirts, a release 
said.

Participants must have 
a current lift ticket and 
a signed waiver. Those 
under 18 must have a 
parent’s signature. Hel-
mets are required.

Clearwater County 
History Center to 
reopen March 15

SHEVLIN — After sev-
eral months of being 
closed to build new 
exhibits, the Clearwater 
County History Center in 
Shevlin will resume its 
regular museum hours on 
Tuesday, March 15.

There are several new 
exhibits to view in the 
main museum gallery.

“Let’s Play: Celebrat-
ing Toys and Fun” is 
an exhibit about more 
than 100 years of toys 
and games — from dolls 
to Star Wars action fig-
ures, from slingshots to 
radio-controlled cars, a 
release said.

“Commemorating the 
Leonard Centennial” is 
an exhibit that looks at 
the village over its past 
100 years, formally incor-
porated in 1922.

“Capturing the Past” 
is an exhibit about pho-
tographers in Clearwater 
County including Carl 
Skog and A.L. Synnes as 
well as photographers 
active today. The exhibit 
includes recent photos on 
loan from the area Photo 
Club.

This exhibit will change 
over the year as new pho-

tos are brought in and 
others are returned to 
their owners. Cameras, 
tin types and glass neg-
atives are also part of the 
exhibit, the release said.

A fourth exhibit 
acknowledges 100 years 
since the Capper Volstead 
Act was passed that gave 
cooperatives produc-
ing agricultural prod-
ucts certain exemptions 
from antitrust laws. The 
exhibit looks at the many 
cooperatives in Clearwa-
ter County over the years.

The History Center is 
open from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Tuesday to Friday 
and by appointment. It 
will also be open from 
noon to 4 p.m. on Sun-
day, March 27.

Admission is free, 
however, donations are 
encouraged. The History 
Center is located at 264 
First St. W in Shevlin.

BSU faculty recital 
set for Tuesday

BEMIDJI — A Bemidji 
State faculty recital will 
be held at 7:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, March 15, at 
First Lutheran Church, 
900 Bemidji Ave. N.

The program will fea-
ture Jenya Trubnikava, 
pianist and adjunct pro-
fessor at the College of 
Saint Benedict, and Jen-
nifer Olson, soprano and 
assistant professor of 
voice at BSU.

They will present a 
vocal/piano duo recital 
entitled “Songs of Inno-
cence.”

It will feature poet-
ry from around the 
world inspired by fairy-
tale characters, nursery 
rhymes, and children’s 
stories in the music of 
Jaime Léon, Modest Mus-
sorgsky, Françis Poulenc 
and Peter Cavell, a release 
said.

BCHS, Bemidji 
Public Library to 
present Niimi’idiwag 
program series

BEMIDJI — The Bel-
trami County Histori-
cal Society and Bemidji 
Public Library will pres-
ent the exhibit Niimi’idi-
wag (They Dance), which 
explores the history of the 
Anishinaabe powwow, 
at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, 
March 16, at the histo-
ry center, 130 Minnesota 
Ave. SW.

In addition to the 

exhibit at the history 
center, the Bemidji Public 
Library and the Beltrami 
County Historical Society 
will host a series of free 
programs focusing on the 
culture and history of the 
Anishinaabe, a release 
said.

They will highlight the 
significance of powwow 
music, regalia, dance and 
culture.

The subjects and dates 
of the events are:

Battle of Sugar Point 
with Cecelia McKeig — 2 
p.m. on Saturday, March 
12, at the Bemidji Public 
Library.

Powwow Music: The 
Drum Circle — 6 p.m. 
on Saturday, March 19, at 
the history center.

Exploring Powwow 
Regalia and Dance — 6 
p.m. on Saturday, March 
26, at the history center.

All About Fry Bread 
with Tana Morgan-Rob-
inson — 10 a.m. on Sat-
urday, April 23, at Har-
mony Foods Co-op.

The Niimi’idiwag 
exhibit at the history 
center will include photo-
graphs, archival records, 
audio-video, and artifacts 
on and of the powwow, 
both vintage and modern.

On display in the far 
west gallery, opposite 
the permanent Red Lake 
Nation display and the 
statues of Shaynowish-
kung that were previous-
ly at Lake Bemidji, will be 
information panels and 
items from the Beltrami 
County Historical Soci-
ety as well as materials 
on loan from community 
partners, a release said.

A.C. Clark Library 
seeks book-themed 
art submissions

BEMIDJI — Bemidji 
State University’s A.C. 
Clark Library will host 
a book art exhibit titled 
“Books Unbound!” from 
April 7 through May 7 
and is now accepting art 

submissions.
The exhibition is open 

to submissions from the 
area community, which 
includes those within a 
60-mile radius of Bem-
idji.

Artists and communi-
ty members of all ages, 
including high school 
students, as well as Bem-
idji State faculty, staff 
and students can submit 
work to be showcased at 
the exhibit, a release said.

Submissions must be 
book-themed art. This 
includes pieces creat-
ed using repurposed 
books or depicting a book 
theme, character(s) or 
storyline.

Artwork can be no 
larger than 24-inches 
by 24-inches. 3-D art is 
encouraged but can be no 
larger than 24-inches in 
height, width and depth. 
Additionally, weight must 
be under 25 pounds.

Art will be displayed 
on the top of bookshelves 
waist-high. Any 2-D art 
requires the ability to be 
displayed on a table-top 
easel. There is no hang-
ing wall display option 
for submissions, the 
release said.

For more information 
about entry require-
ments, visit the A.C. Clark 
Library’s Facebook page.

The deadline for sub-
missions is 5 p.m. on 
March 17. Jurying will 
take place on March 18. 
Artists will be notified by 
March 23.

Artwork must be deliv-
ered to the A.C. Clark 
Library by April 1. An 
opening reception will be 
held from 4 to 6 p.m. on 
April 7 in the A.C. Clark 
Library.

Dancing Sky Area 
Agency on Aging 
to host virtual 
Medicare event

BEMIDJI — The Danc-
ing Sky Area Agency on 
Aging will host a vir-
tual class to help peo-

ple understand Medi-
care from 2 to 4 p.m. on 
Thursday, March 17.

The class is for peo-
ple new to Medicare and 
who would like to learn 
about Medicare Parts 
A, B, C and D. Topics 
include a comprehensive 
introduction to Medicare 
including what Medi-
care covers, supplemen-
tal insurance and Part D 
prescription coverage.

During the class, par-
ticipants will find out 
how to get the most from 
their benefits and how to 
research their Medicare 
plan options using the 
medicare.gov website, a 
release said.

To register, visit danc-
ingskyaaa.org. For more 
information, contact the 
Senior LinkAge Line at 
(800) 333-2433.

Watermark Art 
Center announces 
call for art for 
Members Show

BEMIDJI — Water-
mark Art Center is pre-
paring for its bi-annu-
al Members Show and 
will accept submissions 
online for jury through 
Thursday, March 31.

For current mem-
bers of Watermark who 
are also artists, this is 
a unique opportunity to 
participate as an exhibit-
ing artist, a release said.

The show is sched-
uled to open May 6, with 
an opening reception, 
through July 29.

In addition, March is 
the time for all current 
members to encourage 
a friend to purchase a 
first-time annual or 
sustaining membership, 
the release said.

In doing so, Water-
mark will provide both 
the member and their 

friend with a $15 voucher 
to be used on any Water-
mark education program. 
Watermark offers year-
round creative classes
and workshops for all
ages and skill levels.

For more information, 
visit watermarkart-
center.org or call (218) 
444-7570. Masks may
be required for certain
indoor visitors.

Emergency food 
and shelter grant 
applications open

BEMIDJI — The Unit-
ed Way of Bemidji Area 
is accepting applications 
for emergency food and 
shelter funding for Bel-
trami County agencies
through Friday, March
25.

The Beltrami County 
area has been award-
ed two different fund-
ing phases that will run 
concurrently and have
only one application.

The federal Emer-
gency Food and Shelter 
Program has provid-
ed funding for agen-
cies serving Beltrami
County residents with
$14,476 and the Amer-
ican Rescue Plan Act 
has provided funding of 
$44,743, which means 
the local Emergency 
Food and Shelter Board 
has $59,219 to award to 
local agencies to help
Beltrami County res-
idents with emergency 
food and shelter needs, 
a release said.

Applications can be
accessed by visiting
Emergency Food and
Shelter Program, under 
Our Work, at www.Unit-
edWayBemidji.org.

Completed applica-
tions must be emailed 
to: annie@unitedway-
bemidji.org.
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Dickinson
Realtors Bill Oakes

You need an expert 
guide to navigate 
today’s lightning-
fast housing 
market!

Better Call Bill!
218.766.7932
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Thiird Time’s
thee Charm! Locall 
Auuthor releases
neww Horror Novel!

Eli Hookeer, author of the Legion of Monsters 
anthologgy and the standalone Feral Unleashed,
has recently published his third novel, set in the 
backwooods of Laporte, Minnesota! And this time, 
he’s brouught some old favorites along for the
ride Apppearing in separate stories inride. Apppearing in separate stories in Legion ofLegion of 
Monsterss, the Minnesota Dogman, Gray, and the
mutant LLaporte Zombies might have finally met
their mattch—EACH OTHER!

Less than twenty-four hours have passed since Dillon Hunter’s first encounter with n twenty four hours have passed since Dillon Hunter’s first encounter with
theth  zombie-like creatures that seemingly arrived overnight. Laporte, Minnesota is now
comomplepletely overrun. Homes stand vacant, doors and windows smashed. Vehicles lie

g dormannt at alonl g the highways. The Laporte Zombies now stalk the countryside, devourin
wildlife, livesestoctock, and human beings alike. Amidst the chaos, a small group of armed 
survivors has bandanded e together to try and flee the area.

What neither man nor zomombieb s realize, however, is that there’s another deadly creature
now lurking in their midst! ThThe Me Minnesota Dogman, Gray, searching for new hunting 
grooundun s, soon comes under attack ck by by the Laporte Zombies while passing through the 

al area. WheWhen one particular zombie leavesves hi h m seriously injured, Gray makes it a persona
mission to sseekee  vengeance, no matter what at thethe cost!

Inspired by real-lifefe pa paranormal events witnessed sd soutouth of Bemidji, Gray vs the Laporte 
Zombies is available at mmultu iple retailers, including Amazazon,on, Barnes and Noble, and 
exclusively at Four Pines Bookookstos re in Bemidji, MN!

Photography & Digial Imaging
1305 Bemidji Ave NW • Bemidji, MN 

1800-477-7068 • 751-8308 • www.imagebji.com

Weddings • Portraits • Family Reunions
Sports & School Photography • Digital Photo Lab

Bob Smith,
Photographer

David Otremba,
Lab Specialist

Annalise Braught /  
Bemidji Pioneer
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March 16  7PM
The Sanford Center

Bemidji, MN
For ticket info: www.thesanfordcenter.net

FREE E-EDITION OF 
PRAIRIE BUSINESS  

or more than 20 years Prairie BusinessFo
as been the window into business and ha
ndustry in North Dakota, South Dakota in
nd western Minnesota.a

To start yourT FREE subscription, go to
grandforksherald.com/newsletterg
and click on the Prairie Businessa
monthly e-edition. m

We’ll deliver each edition to
your inbox FREE every month 
- it’s that easy!
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BEMIDJI — In their next 

scheduled work session, the 
Bemidji City Council will meet 
with the Freedom Defenders Vet-
erans Memorial Board to discuss 
a request by the board for land.

The existing memorial is locat-
ed near Bemidji’s Rail Corridor, 
which is being considered for the 
development of a wellness cen-
ter in partnership with Sanford 
Health.

With private development 

being discussed in the area, the 
Veterans Memorial Board is ask-
ing for an area of land next to the 
current memorial to be set aside 
for potential expansion.

The requested area is just over 
15,000 square feet, and the pro-
posed plan would develop it into 
a veterans memorial garden.

Plans included in a preview 
given to the council include 
added statues and other memo-
rials, walkways and benches.

The meeting will begin at 5:30 
p.m., on March 14, at City Hall.

news@bemidjipioneer.com
BEMIDJI — The Northwest 

Minnesota Foundation has 
announced three finalists for 
the annual IDEA Competition, 
which identifies promising 
ideas and entrepreneurs.

Previous winners have been 
awarded cash prizes and fol-
low-up assistance in devel-
oping their business idea.

This year’s top three final-
ists are:

Cook Family Farm, LLC 
from Kenna, Chloe and Rocky 
Cook of Bemidji. Their idea 
expands the development and 
sale of dryer balls made from 

alpaca fibers and organic soil 
enhancers.

Community Voice from 
Megan Pederson of Fertile. 
This idea would develop a 
mobile app to facilitate com-
munity engagement, increase 
transparency among com-
munity leaders and connect 
people to services and events.

Motor-grader Debris 
Blower from Merlin Olson 
of Lengby. This idea is for 
a debris blower that would 
attach to a road grader, help-
ing to quickly and easily clear 
debris from roadways.

According to a release, 
these three finalists were 

chosen from 16 participants 
to enter into the competi-
tion this year, and their final 
presentations will be held in 
early April before a winner is 
selected in May.

The criteria for judging 
these business plans include 
business opportunities, mod-
els, strengths of the entrepre-
neur team, financial strength 
and the strength of the mar-
keting plan.

Since its inception, the 
IDEA Competition has award-
ed more than $450,000 in 
cash prizes and $32,000 of 
in-kind awards, the release 
said.

City Council to hear from 
Veterans Memorial Board

IDEA Competition finalists announced

By Dana Ferguson

ST. PAUL — A bipar-
tisan, bicameral group 
of Minnesota lawmak-
ers on Thursday, March 
10, announced a plan to 
divest Minnesota’s state 
pension fund from Rus-
sia following its attacks 
on Ukraine.

The move could pull 
an estimated $53 mil-
lion in investments from 
Russian entities. And it’s 
the latest step aimed at 
chiding the nation for its 
unprovoked aggression 
in the region. Days after 
Gov. Tim Walz signed 
an executive order end-
ing contracts with Rus-
sian entities, legislators 
also announced that they 
would write the prohibi-
tion into state law.

That means that 
state agencies would be 
barred from contracting 
with Russian businesses 
unless the state Legisla-
ture repealed the prohi-
bition at a later date.

“This is important 
for Minnesota to send a 
message that we stand 
firmly with Ukraine and 
strongly condemn the 
Russian government’s 
actions,” Senate author 
Karin Housley, R-Still-

water, said. “My heart 
breaks for the Ukrainian 
families that are suffer-
ing right now. This bill 
demonstrates that we 
stand with Ukraine and 
with the free democ-
racies across the world 
that have a right to exist 
in peace.”

Bipartisan agree-
ments aren’t easy to 
come by in the politi-

cally-split Capitol and 
lawmakers noted that 
they started working on 
a plan to divest from 
Russia almost immedi-
ately after it launched 
attacks on Ukraine. To 
date, roughly 550 civil-
ians have been killed in 
Ukraine and more than 
2 million people have 
been displaced.

“We join an 

ever-growing number of 
democracies in stand-
ing up to this evil com-
mitted in Ukraine, not 
only because standing 
against tyranny is always 
the right thing to do but 
because we can’t allow 
a single cent from our 
state to line the pock-
ets of oligarchs and des-
pots who sanction the 
murder of innocent peo-

ple,” Rep. Sydney Jor-
dan, DFL-Minneapolis, 
said. “It is not every day 
that you see this partic-
ular group of legislators 
pushing the same bill.”

Ukrainian American 
Minnesotans said they 
had loved ones in areas 
of Ukraine that had come 
under fire who were liv-
ing in conditions without 
heat, electricity, food or 
water and they worried 
that they would die in an 
attack or as a result of 
not being able to access 
resources they need to 
live. They said the legis-
lation sent a strong mes-
sage that the state con-
demns Russia’s actions. 
And they noted that 
while they could affect 
state employee pensions, 
it was worth taking a 
stand.

“Our state can’t send 
defensive weapons, but 
it can fight back and 
defend Ukraine. ... Our 
state should not sup-
port a government that 
invades its neighbors 
without provocation and 
targets innocent civil-
ians as part of its mili-
tary strategy,” said Luda 
Anastazievsky, chair of 
the Minnesota Ukrainian 
American Advocacy 

Committee.
Anastazievsky is also

a teacher whose pension
could be impacted by the
move if approved by the
Legislature and signed
into law by the governor.

“As a public employee,
I don’t want my money
going to Putin to fuel
his war machine. Rus-
sia must feel economic
pressure if we hope to
stop this war and deter
future aggression,” she
said.

Legislative leaders
said they expected the
bills would move quick-
ly through committee
hearings and come to the
floor for a vote in seven
to 10 days. And they said
they would also consid-
er expanding the ban
on pension fund invest-
ments to Belarus.

Anastazievsky said
they would also weigh
legislation aimed at wel-
coming Ukrainian refu-
gees to Minnesota and
sending medical supplies
and protective equip-
ment to Ukraine.

Follow Dana Ferguson  
on Twitter @bydanaferguson,  

call 651-290-0707 or email 
dferguson@forumcomm.com.

Lawmakers move to divest from Russian investments

Dana Ferguson / Bemidji Pioneer

Get the latest local news instantly when you follow 
us on bemidjipioneer.com, Facebook or Twitter.Breaking 
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