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than six times the standard) 
and 1.24 (more than twice the 
recommendation) at Well 2. 
Raw water at Well 1 was at the 
EPA standard for manganese of 
0.05, but Well 2 had an average 
reading of 0.15, three times the 
recommended amount.

The first test step added chlo-
rine to the water, then aeration 
was used to aid in the removal 
process. Step three was to hold 
the samples and the final step 
was filtration using a choice 
of substrates to trap the solids 
created from the chemical pro-
cess.

TEST RESULTS
The results after testing 

showed a great improvement. 
Water treated with chlorine 
and filtered with greensand 
came in at an average of 0.049 
mg/L for iron (six times less 
than the standard) and 0.046 
with the addition of aeration. 
Manganese levels improved to 
0.016 for greensand and 0.015 

Surprisingly, after the 
number of complaints 
of discolored and 
smelly water around 

town, only half a dozen resi-
dents attended the special city 
council meeting on Monday, 
Nov. 15, to hear the results of 
the pilot water study.

Short Elliot Hendrickson, 
Inc. performed a study of Hen-
derson’s water using their cus-
tom-built portable water plant 
over a two-week period earlier 
this fall. There is a some good 
news as no contaminants such 
as radon or E. coli were found 
in they city’s water. 

The EPA standard is 0.30 
mg/L for iron and 0.05 mg/L 
for manganese. Both of these 
elements are considered nui-
sance or aesthetic issues as iron 
and manganese don’t cause 
any health issues, but they can 
result in a metallic taste, an or-
ange or brown color, staining 
and clogging of fixtures.

TESTING PROCESS
The city’s water supply was 

sampled prior to treatment and 
then run through a number of 
scenarios using chemicals, aer-
ation, detention and filtration. 
The raw water at both wells ex-
ceeded the recommended stan-
dard for iron with an average 
of 1.97 mg/L at Well 1 (more 

Le Sueur-Henderson voters were 
warned: if the referendum that 
would demolish and build a 
new K-3 school and refurbish 

Hilltop Elementary fails, the school dis-
trict will move ahead and put a single 
PreK-12th grade building in Le Sueur to 
the vote.

On Monday, the board made good on 
that promise, as they were all in support 
of moving forward with a new referen-
dum to demolish Le Sueur’s Park El-
ementary School, and construct a brand 
new elementary school onto the existing 
Middle/High School in Le Sueur. 

The cost of the new referendum is not 
yet known, but will be lower than the $50 
million referendum that failed on Nov. 
2. Not refurbishing Hilltop will lower 
the cost, and the district is mulling over 
whether to remove the high school’s Ca-
reer and Technical Education expansion 
from the project and instead put that as a 
separate second question, similar to the 
fieldhouse option the last time around.

If the referendum passes, Hilltop El-
ementary students will be bussed to Le 
Sueur when construction of the new 
school is complete, and Hilltop will be 
empty for either new development or 
possibly another school use.

One option Superintendent Jim Wag-
ner raised was using Hilltop as an Alter-
native Learning Center. Right now, Wag-
ner said other area school districts are 
sending their students to Mankato, and 
Le Sueur-Henderson could potentially 
gain those students and the state aid that 
follows them.

As an added bonus, Wagner said the 
existing setup (open school layout) is op-
timal for an Alternative Learning Center, 
and the district could set it up without ad-
ditional spending.

“We are trying to provide everything 
for all of our students, and right now we 
are not,” Wagner said. “Whether we like 
it or not, the model we have across the 
state and across the country accommo-
dates 85-90 percent of the student body. 
Some kids don’t learn in a square room, 
and if we want to provide service to all 
of our kids, that gives us the chance to 

do so.”
Tuck questioned whether residents 

would still think that is wasting money 
on Hilltop, to which Wagner replied, 
“Are those kids a waste of money? They 
deserve to have that.”

Replacing Park Elementary School is 
something the school district desperately 
needs. The building, which was built in 
the 1930s and expanded in the 50s, has 
aging equipment that makes learning dif-
ficult, from failing boilers to an outdated 
electrical load, a needed roof replace-
ment, and continual water damage to the 
gym floor.

The boilers are undersized for the 
school, and board member Gretchen 
Rehm shared how her daughter had to 
take the MCA tests while wearing a win-
ter jacket due to how cold her classroom 
was.

“How do you expect her to do well 
on her MCAs, which is going against 
another student in the state in a normal 
classroom that is a normal temperature,” 
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COVID-19 Update
COVID-19 cases are up, and deaths 

increased 80 percent in the past week. 
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Henderson City Council
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Titans Swimming
Titans make history at Section 1A 

meet with best team finish and Ella 
Schmiesing advancing to state. P. 8

LS-H is full steam ahead to put one building to the test

Shrek opens Friday
Le Sueur-Henderson theatre students 

will be putting on three performances 
of Shrek this weekend. P. 7
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The LS-H School Board on Monday decided to move 
forward with a one-building referendum. Above, Kraus-
Anderson Senior Project Manager Jason Peterson and 
Director of Project Planning and Development Gary 
Benson were present to gather information and offer 
insight. School board member Brian Sorenson also 
shared how he was disappointed with how the vote went 
in Henderson and did not see any viable way to save 
Hilltop.

By Rachel Miller
Editor

City considers new 
water treatment plant

VETERANS DAY 2021

On Veterans Day this 
year, local schools 
provided fanfare 
and thanks to our 

veterans. The day began school 
at the Le Sueur-Henderson 
Middle School/High School 
when the members of the Le 
Sueur American Legion Post 
55 presented the colors, before 
joining Le Sueur VFW Post 
4297 and the Sibley American 
Legion Post 74 in the audi-
ence. 

The LS-H Concert Choir, 
under the direction of Zach-
ary Kubasta, performed an out-
standing a cappella rendition 
of the Star Spangled Banner, 
then boarded a bus to perform 
at Park Elementary. 

The LS-H Concert Band 
performed the Armed Forces 
Salute, a medley of the songs 
for each of the five branches 
of our military: Army, Navy, 
Air Force, Coast Guard and 
Marines before Dean of Stu-
dents Jeff Christ read a list of 
LS-H alumni currently serving 
our country, a reminder of the 
sterling example of honor, pa-
triotism and sacrifice made by 
those close to home. Keegan 
Straub finished off the program 
with a reading of the poem “In 
Flanders Field.”

Later that morning, young 
students at Hilltop shared a 
program of patriotic music 
and messages, with the LS-H 

Lessons from the veterans

One school district, one school

Concert Choir providing an-
other stirring rendition of the 
national anthem. Three of the 
veterans demonstrated the 
proper way to fold the Ameri-
can flag before a short pre-
sentation explained how each 
part of the flag has meaning. 

The 13 stripes represent the 
original 13 colonies at the time 
of the Revolutionary War; the 
blue field is for the sky above 
our land; the 50 white stars are 

for each state in the union; the 
red is for heart and the white 
is for purity. As the veterans 
prepared to leave, one of the 
classes filed back in to present 
a hand-written/drawn note of 
appreciation for each veteran.

Last but not least, the Min-
nesota New Country School 
in Henderson hosted another 
program in the afternoon.

SPEAKER AND HIS 
MESSAGE

Commander Shannon Frost 
introduced Sam Gore, a two-
tour Iraqi War veteran, who 
shared with the assembly at 
LS-H MS/HH and again at 
MNCS how and why he de-
cided to join the Army. He 
was a junior in high school 
when 9/11 occurred and it 

veterans day
Continued from page 7
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By Beth Cornish
Independent staff

From the left, Madalynn Seaver, Adrian Villanueva, Robert Riemann and Gavin Renstrom 
each read about patriotism during the Veterans Day program at Hilltop Elementary in 
Henderson.

WATER CONCERNS
Continued on page 7
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From the Nov. 15, 2001 edition of the Henderson Independent: The Pink Ladies vamp it up for 
the Jets at a recent Grease practice. Left to right, Amy Guckeen, Nicole Halbmaier and Signe 
Swenson get a laugh from Jessica Hammes while Jeremy Lindeman and Joe Roby play it cool 
to the rear of the stage. (Compiled by Beth Cornish)

130 YEARS AGO
NOV. 20, 1891

The first and only mill in the 
United States where flax fiber 
is to be prepared for the manu-
facture of linen wares will soon 
begin operations in Austin, 
MN. The process is the inven-
tion of a New York chemist by 
the name of Pennington, who 
has worked at it for five years.

The common method for 
separating the bark from the 
stalk is to expose the flax to the 
dew and rain for eight or nine 
weeks, when it is taken and 
scutched. By the Pennington 
method the flax is immersed in 
a solution of chemicals for 40 
hours, after which the fiber is 
prepared for the linen mills.

The fact that Minnesota is 
chosen as the field for the first 
one of such plants shows that 
flax-growing in this state is an 
industry of new mean impor-
tance, and in the dim future we 
can see the outlines of the great 
linen factories that will be in 
operation all over the state in a 
few years.

Andrew Kohler, a farmer 
near North St. Paul, has been 
courting Annie Drew, a young 
girl of that place, who per-
sistently refused him. Kohler 
called on her, and drawing a re-
volver, told her she could take 
her choice between him and 
death. Supposing it a joke she 
said, “Death.” Kohler fired, the 
ball pierced the girl’s heart, and 
she dropped dead. The next day 
Kohler committed suicide.

120 YEARS AGO
NOV. 15, 1901

Messrs. Didra and Enkhaus 
returned from their trapping 
expedition Saturday. They 
brought with them 586 muskrat 
skins, 14 mink skins and four 
skunk skins.

The Indian Inspector, Major 
James McLaughlin, has closed 
a treaty with the Fort Totton 
Indians of North Dakota, by 
which over 100,000 acres of 
fine agricultural land will be 
opened for settlement as soon 
as congress takes action. This 
will give hundreds of people a 
chance to secure good farming 
land at a small cost.

A young fool woman in 
Brooklyn has allowed herself to 
be inoculated with virus from a 
cow suffering from tuberculosis 
as an experiment to show that 
Professor Koch’s theory that 
bovine tubercule bacilli cannot 
infect human beings is correct. 
The result will be awaited with 
more than passing interest.

100 YEARS AGO
NOV. 18, 1921

While out hunting rabbits 
with a companion on Monday, 
Louis Caswell accidentally 
was shot in one of his heels. 
Four kernels of shot penetrated 
the flesh after passing through 

a heavy rubber and the heavy 
shoe below. Dr. Didra removed 
the shot.

It looked like winter last 
week, but one snowfall does 
not make a winter any more 
than one swallow makes a 
summer. The snow laid the 
dust along the streets and roads 
and made unknown quantities 
of germs harmless besides the 
pesky flies, and we have reason 
to feel thankful.

Armistice Day was a quiet 
day in Henderson. The Legion 
boys unfurled the stars and 
stripes on their high flag staff, 
and other private and public 
buildings hung out Old Glory. 
The bells sounded taps during 
the burial of the unknown sol-
dier.

G. A. Buck’s opinion: If we 
simply can’t curb our fighting 
instincts, let’s compromise by 
declaring war on Mars. Then 
we could all die in peace before 
inventing a method of attack.

90 YEARS AGO
NOV. 20, 1931

The burglars that were in 
Henderson on the night that the 
People’s Mercantile Co. at Ar-
lington was robbed of $1,000 
worth of merchandise were no 
doubt the same men who were 
ordered out of town at the point 
of a gun by Policeman Ayer. 
The caught the miscreants at 
Minneapolis and now they are 
in the county jail at Gaylord to 
await trial and sentence at the 
coming December trial of the 
district court.

A patrolman “planted” in an 
apartment near 18th and Wash-
ington Avenue South captured 
three men who came to get 
a car parked nearby that was 
known to have been stolen. The 
patrolman fired several shots at 
a fourth man who ran away. 
Two more men were arrested in 
the home where the stolen car 
was parked, and a search of the 
home also revealed the where-
abouts of the merchandise 
taken from the store. At first 
reluctant to admit their guilt, 
the men later came through 
with a confession and gave the 
officers a complete story of the 
Arlington robbery as well as 
other robberies staged recently 
at Cologne and Waconia. They 
also confessed to robbing Mu-
ellers Bros. hardware store and 
the Scharping Pharmacy of a 
few dollars from the till at each 
location about a month ago.

Bandits entered the Bank at 
Cologne on Tuesday morning 
and carried off several thousand 
dollars. The bandit car went 
into the ditch and the Carver 
County Sheriff caught the pair 
and recovered the swag.

Joseph Bertrang narrowly es-
caped with his life from an en-
raged bull on his farm one day 
last week. The bull attacked 

him several times, before his 
neighbor William Hoffmann 
and a dog succeeded in driv-
ing the animal from his victim. 
Bertrang suffered several frac-
tured ribs and severe bruises.

80 YEARS AGO
NOV. 14, 1941

When the torpedoed U.S. 
tanker Salinas limped into port 
under its own power, one of 
the luckiest fellows aboard was 
Phillip McBride of Chicago. 
It was the third time he had 
missed death by inches. He was 
transferred from the S.S. Greer 
to the S.S. Kearny shortly be-
fore the Greer was attacked 
and was then transferred to the 
Salinas just before the Kearny 
was torpedoed off Iceland. The 
Kearny limped into port tied to 
a sister ship.

During the prohibition peri-
od of 1920 to 1933 the govern-
mental agencies lost over a bil-
lion dollars a year. This figure 
included lost taxes and the cost 
of the government enforcement 
agencies. It is estimated that 
during this period the public 
spent $36 billion for bootleg 
and smuggled liquor. F. H. La-
Guardia, while a representative 
in Congress, made an investi-
gation of prohibition graft that 
resulted in an estimate that $1 
million a day went to official 
corruption. The records show 
that 595,105 criminal prosecu-
tions in prohibition cases were 
handled by the Department of 
Justice in that time period.

J. Edgar Hoover stated re-
cently, “Prohibition brought 
about a false set of condi-
tions that sent the ex-convict, 
the crook, the burglar and the 
murdered into our home in the 
guise of the bootlegger.”

70 YEARS AGO
NOV. 16, 1951

The Henderson Bakery is 
hosting a grand opening next 

Tuesday. Located next to the 
Sibley County Bank in the El-
mer Brahs building, the bakery 
is owned by Art and Al Rode 
of Le Sueur, who also oper-
ate a bakery at Le Sueur. The 
building has been completely 
remodeled, redecorated, a new 
floor of tile and up-to-date fea-
tures.

60 YEARS AGO
NOV. 16, 1961

Last Thursday evening about 
one mile west of Henderson 
on County Road 62, near the 
Charles Dibbert farm, Richard 
McCormick, 16, of Blakeley, 
lost control of his father’s 1953 
Chevrolet. The vehicle crossed 
to the south side of the road, 
plowed into the ditch and rolled 
over twice, throwing McCor-
mick from the vehicle. The 
first passing motorist to arrive 
at the scene was Karl Lieske, 
who found McCormick ly-
ing behind the left rear wheel. 
Richard was taken to the Min-
nesota Valley Memorial Hos-
pital in Le Sueur, as were Judy 
Battcher, 15, of Arlington, and 
Beverly Deno, 14, of Hender-
son. Sharon Tesch, 16, of Hen-
derson, was hospitalized at the 
Arlington Municipal Hospital 
with a head cut. A fifth passen-
ger, Tommy Collins of Hender-
son, was not injured.  

50 YEARS AGO
NOV. 18, 1971

Ronald Walters, Social Stud-
ies instructor at the Henderson 
School, has been appointed 
part-time high school principal 
to assist J. A. Hobson starting 
Jan. 1, 1972. His appointment 
is only for the remainder of 
the school year and next year 
a full-time principal will be 
hired. The need was the result 
of the recent appointment of 
Hobson as the director of the 
Sibley County Vocational Cen-
ter headquarters in Arlington. 

He will begin work there on a 
part-time basis from Jan. 1 to 
July 1.

40 YEARS AGO
NOV. 19, 1981

The Minnesota Farmers trip 
behind the Iron Curtain was 
featured in the Nov. 15 edition 
of the Minneapolis Sunday Tri-
bune. Orville and Ethel Beuch 
of Henderson were members 
of the People to People delega-
tion last summer and both were 
quoted and pictured in the com-
prehensive article. 

In addition to Moscow, they 
visited Riga, Latvia, the Lenin 
Collective Farm near Rostov, 
Poland, Russia and Prague in 
Czechoslovakia. The couple 
are inviting the public to view 
their slides and hear their com-
ments at the Centennial Church 
Social Hall this Sunday.

The jury trial of James Cer-
mak, charged with 31 counts of 
criminal sexual conduct, came 
to a close on Nov. 10 when a 
Goodhue jury found him guilty 
on all charges. He was accused 
of sexually molesting children 
from Belle Plaine, New Prague, 
Montgomery and the surround-
ing area, including his own 
children and those of his broth-
er, over a two year period. 

The trail was held in Red 
Wing due to pre-trial publicity 
in Scott County resulting in a 
request for a change of venue. 
Cermak will be returned to the 
Scott County jail and will un-
dergo psychiatric evaluation 
at the State Security Hospital 
in St. Peter prior to sentenc-
ing. His brother John’s trial on 
11 charges of sexually abusing 
seven children began on Mon-
day in Red Wing.

20 YEARS AGO
NOV. 15, 2001

In staid fashion at the start of 
its Nov. 8 meeting, the LS-H 
Board of Education accepted 

the results of the Nov. 6 elec-
tion that brought three new 
members to the table and de-
nied an excess levy request. 
But later most of the board 
members expressed disap-
pointment in a committee that 
ran an advertisement urging a 
“no” vote without addressing 
the board about the issues.

The advertisement appeared 
in the Minnesota River Valley 
Shopper, which is delivered to 
most district homes, the week-
end prior to the election. The 
ad was prepared and paid for 
by the Committee for Common 
Sense Inc.

Curriculum and Graduation 
Rule Coordinator and Librarian 
Edrie Barton urged the board to 
challenge some of the informa-
tion presented in the advertise-
ment. 

“I’m asking the board to re-
quest a retraction and that it 
be printed on the front page of 
the Shopper and an apology to 
the district for the misleading 
information provided to our 
voters two days before the vote 
with no opportunity to clarify 
them.” 

Superintendent Dave John-
son noted the timing of the 
excess levy request, or what 
he calls an operating levy, was 
“probably not good” because 
a number of things happening 
in community, life and society; 
from layoffs locally to the Sept. 
11 terrorist attacks. 

“It would have been great 
if this group had addressed us 
at the public forum,” Johnson 
said.

10 YEARS AGO
NOV. 16, 2011

As a team the Giants average 
of 347 yards per game placed 
them 6th overall in school foot-
ball history. Brendan Kroehler 
ended his career with the 6th 
most defensive points awarded 
and the 3rd most all-purpose 
career yards. Jack Swanberg 
finished with the most all-pur-
pose yards in school history 
and Zack Stueck had the sec-
ond most receiving yards in a 
game with 147 against Central.

At Monday’s city council 
meeting the board voted 5-0 to 
rescind the offer made to Mi-
chael Cherney of Adams, Mn. 
His hiring as the next Hender-
son Police Chief was contin-
gent upon results of his back-
ground check. 

No details were released 
from the report but Cherney 
was offered the same job in 
Lewiston last summer, only to 
have the offer rescinded after a 
background check. A personnel 
committee consisting of Kelly 
Braun and Mayor Tim Nytes 
will develop a new process for 
selecting a chief. In the mean-
time, Chief Sibley County 
Deputy Pat Nienaber will con-
tinue as the acting chief.

COLUMN
Guest By Al Christensen

Tri-County Solid Waste Director

Hello everyone, I hope y’all 
have had a chance to get 
out and enjoy the beautiful 
fall weather lately! It cer-

tainly has been very helpful to every-
one wanting to clean out our garages, 
basements and sheds and get ready for 
winter. 

With my phone ringing off the hook 
on a daily basis, it’s easy to see that our 
residents have taken the opportunity 
to gather a wide variety of household 
items ready for disposal or reuse or re-
cycling, ranging from household haz-
ardous waste, to expired medication, 
old furniture, appliances and TVs… 
I really appreciate and commend our 
residents for taking the time to call or 
email me and ask very insightful ques-
tions of how, when and where to re-
cycle or dispose of items.

To start with, the local Blue Earth 
County household hazardous waste 
facility closed Oct. 28. The reuse 
store will be closed for the winter, but 
residents can still drop off materials 
starting in December by making an 
appointment. 

This October we have seen record 
numbers of our residents bringing in 
their household hazardous waste ma-
terials by the truckloads. Residents 
in Sibley and Le Sueur counties can 
also dispose of their hazardous waste 
materials at the McLeod and Scott 
County facilities that are open year 
round. Please pack your materials 
safely when transporting them to a 
hazardous waste facility or you could 
find spilled materials in your vehicle, 
which we have seen many times…

Recycle your holiday lights — I just 

want to give a quick reminder to our 
residents that we have bins and carts 
set up at all our local city offices for 
residents to recycle their holiday light 
strings for free as they do not go in 
your usual recycling curb cart. The 
copper in them is valuable so we need 
them properly recycled.

Our $5 coupon special is good 
through the end of the year for dis-
posal of appliances or any size TV. 
Residents can find our coupon posted 
on our county and city web pages. You 
can print them off or just download 
them to your smart phone and show 
the coupon to our vendors from your 
phone. This is a great opportunity for 
our residents to save some money and 
clear out some space in the house. 

Recycling reminders: It’s always 
good to get these out before the holi-

days set in so I want to review them. 
Please keep these helpful reminders 
posted near your recycling cart to hone 
our recycling habits on a daily basis.

First off, NO electrical cords or light 
strings such as holiday lights as they 
can become caught in the machin-
ery. NO wraps such as grocery store 
bags as they can get wrapped around 
recycling equipment. NO hazardous 
waste materials such as paints, oils 
or other liquids. NO batteries as they 
are a fire hazard. Alkaline batteries 
can be thrown in the garbage but you 
need to recycle rechargeable batteries, 
including button batteries founds in 
toys, watches, hearing aids, etc.. NO 
Styrofoam… this is not a recyclable 
material. 

As Black Friday specials start to roll 
out, the new TVs seem to magically 

jump out of the box before Christmas 
morning so when you open the new 
TV box please remove the small plas-
tic bags and Styrofoam, put these items 
in your garbage, and only recycle the 
cardboard box. NO needles or medi-
cations. NO food waste. NO clothing. 
NO window or mirror glass.

For a more detailed list of what is 
and is not recyclable, please go to 
our website or to the Nicollet County 
Waste Wizard for more helpful tips on 
recycling. Please also remember to re-
duce and reuse before you recycle… 

That’s all for now, please give me a 
call or send an email for any of your 
disposal or recycling questions at Tri 
County Solid Waste, 507-381-9196. 
Make every day Earth day with Tri 
County.

Good weather equals successful fall clean ups
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LS-H superintendent’s corner
By Jim Wagner

Centennial Lutheran Church
701 Locust St., Henderson 

Pastor Dennis McManus, vacancy pastor; 
Cell: (320) 808-0624

Sundays - 9 a.m. Worship

Church of St. Joseph
213 S. 6th St., Henderson
Msgr. Eugene Lozinski• 

507-248-3550
Sunday Mass - 9 a.m.

Tuesday morning service, 8:30 a.m.
  

St. John - Assumption Parish
26523 - 200th St. Belle Plaine

Msgr. Eugene Lozinski• 
507-248-3550

Saturday Evening Service, 5 p.m.
Wednesday morning - 8:30 a.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church
32234 431st Ave. Gaylord 

Pastor Scott Richards
507-248-3550

Sundays: 9:30 - Faith Formation
10:30 - Worship

Creekside Community Church
Christian & Missionary Alliance

114 Shamrock Dr., Arlington 
Pastor Tom McCracken

(507) 964-2872 
Email: creeksidecma@gmail.com

Video worship at www.creeksidechurchcma.org

 Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church (WELS)
229 S. 6th St., Le Sueur, 
Church 507-665-3477

Rev. Patrick Feldus
920-918-9949

Sunday Worship, 9 a.m.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod

38597 State Highway 19, Arlington
Pastor Gary Ruckman (507) 964-2400 

stjohnsarlingtonmn.org
9 a.m. Sunday School and Bible Study

10 a.m. Sunday Service

 New Hope Baptist Church 
2020 Marshall Road. Shakopee

Pastor Tim Douglas (952) 403-5146
Visit www.newhopebaptist churchmn.com for links 

to online services

Word of Life Church
890 Kingsway Drive, Le Sueur

Pastor Jason Lang
10 a.m. Sunday in person worship 

Online services still available live Sunday at 10 a.m. 
on Facebook or Instagram; 

www.wordoflifelbc.org

Sunrise Church
722 Sunrise Dr., St. Peter
Pastor Mark Thompson

10 a.m. Sunday service live streaming

St. Anne’s Church
217 N. 3rd St., Le Sueur

Fr. Chris Shofner
Parish Office: (507) 665-3811
www.stanneschurchlesueur.org

See archspm.org/covid19 for mass and prayer 
resources

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ
111 S. 6th St., Henderson 

Rev. Deb Meyer - (507) 248-3594
9:00 a.m. Sunday School

9:30 a.m. Sunday Worship 

Gaylord Assembly of God 
26958 MN-5, Gaylord • (507)237-5341

Pastor Bob Holmbeck
9:15 a.m. Sunday School 

10 a.m. Worship Service 6:30 p.m. Wednesday Evening 
supper, Bible classes and Youth Focused

Need a ride? Call (507) 237-5117 

Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of the Redeemer

14226 W. 280th St., Henderson
(507) 665-2932

Pr. Foy Christopherson
9:30 a.m. Sunday Worship service 

Also on Facebook Live

United Methodist Church
730 South 6th St., Le Sueur

Pastor Terri Horn
1:30 & 7:30 p.m. broadcast CATV #7

lesueurumc.org
All services will be livestreamed on Facebook and 
later available for viewing on www.lesueurumc.org

Jehovah’s Witness
Kingdom Hall, South 9th St., Henderson

Go to www.jw.org/en for video to download, or 
watch online

River Rock Church
PO Box 184, Belle Plaine (952) 873-5453

Chris Teien-Senior Pastor
Dan Jetto-Worship Pastor

 330 S. Market St. in Belle Plaine.
www.riverrockchurch.com

Watch services online at www.riverrockchurch.com/
watch

First Lutheran Church
116 Inner Dr., Le Sueur 

(507) 665-2615
9 a.m. In-person worship 

Communion first & third Sunday
Visit www.firstlutheranlesueur.org for links to our 

live broadcast on our YouTube page

Zion United Church of Christ
 240 South Elmwood St., Le Sueur 

Rev. Kent Meyer, Sr. Pastor, 
Rev. Rosemary Rocha, Visitation

Listen to a radio broadcast, 10 a.m., on KCHK 1350 
AM or 95.5 FM. 

In person worship has resumed at 9 a.m. Sunday. 

WORSHIP SeRvIceS

Thursday, Nov. 18: Roast 
beef with gravy, mashed po-
tatoes with gravy, California 
normandy blend vegetables, 
bread/butter, dessert, low fat 
milk 

Friday, Nov. 19: Chicken 
alfredo, fettucine pasta, mixed 
vegetables, Mandarin oranges, 
dessert, low fat milk

Monday, Nov. 22: Salisbury 
steak with gravy, mashed pota-
toes, carrots, dinner roll/butter, 

dessert, low fat milk
Tuesday, Nov. 23: BBQ 

baked chicken, baked potato 
with sour cream, broccoli flo-
rets, bread/butter, dessert, low 
fat milk

Wednesday, Nov. 24: Lasa-
gna, California normandy veg-
etables, peaches, breadstick, 
dessert, low fat milk

Phone number: 1-866-985-
8514 (10 a.m. to noon, best 
time to call)

Turkey Bango

$15 donation includes: 15 games of bango (bingo, $5 
extra cards) and supper served at 4 p.m. ($3 extra meal)

Family friendly event • Money to benefit local families

Redeemer Lutheran Church
14226 280th St. W.,

Henderson, MN 56044
2 Miles East of 169 on Hwy. 19

When: Saturday, Nov. 20, 3 p.m.

Henderson Independent
11/11/21-11/18/21

2x2.25
$36/week

$72 TOTAL

Centennial Lutheran presents

Hark the Glad Sound
featuring

�ursday, Dec. 2, 2021
Doors open at 5 p.m., Advent Concert, 7 p.m.

Enjoy hors d’oeuvrs and Christmas treats, and the 
company of friends and neighbors, while viewing 
Christmas displays before and a�er the concert.

�is is a �rivent Financial Action Team event

701 Locust Street, Henderson

Henderson Independent
2x5

$80.00/week
$160 TOTAL

Centennial Lutheran presents

Hark the Glad Sound
featuring �e Garms Family

�ursday, Dec. 2, 2021
Doors open at 5 p.m., Advent Concert, 7 p.m.

Enjoy hors d’oeuvrs and Christmas treats, and the 
company of friends and neighbors, while viewing 
Christmas displays before and a�er the concert.

�is is a �rivent Financial Action Team event

701 Locust Street, Henderson

Henderson Independent
2x3

$48.00/week
$96 TOTAL

OR RUN ONE WEEK OF EACH
$128.00

�e members of 
Centennial Lutheran Church invite you to 

A Service of �anks and Praise

Henderson Independent
11/18/2021

2x3
$48.00

Wednesday, Nov. 24, 2021
7 p.m.

701 Locust Street, Henderson

O�ering will bene�t the Sibley County  Food Share
Fellowship and refreshments follow the service

All to �ee, Our God, We Owe

Wednesday, Nov. 24
4:30-5:30 p.m. 
or until sold out

$7 per pie
St. Joseph’s Parish Hall, 213 S. 6th St., Henderson

C.C.W. Thanksgiving Pie Sale

Henderson Independent
11/18/21

2x2
$32.00

Good day to every-
one in Le Sueur and 
Henderson. During 
this time of year, 

with the changes of weather, 
it continues to remind me of 
the fun coming with snow and 
winter. Based on the farmer’s 
almanac, we are in store for an 
average winter of cold temper-
atures with a slightly higher 
than average snowfall. I look 
forward to seeing how it will 
look in the communities as 
both Le Sueur and Henderson 
get dressed up 

This year as we continue 
to keep up with sanitizing the 
buildings and classrooms, I 
want to remind everyone in 
both communities how im-
portant it is to maintain safety 
outside of the school buildings 
with the spread of COVID and 
all other sicknesses that come 
from winter and being inside 
more. The state and local area 

are experiencing increases in 
cases both in absences from 
school and increases in hospi-
talizations. 

I am not writing this to get 
into a debate about masks and 
vaccines, I am writing this to 
ask all adults in both commu-
nities to be smart and vigilant 
about any sickness that is go-
ing through your households 
and friends that visit you. It is 
imperative for everyone who 
lives in our school district to 
be aware of any sickness that 
exists in their home and any-
one they visit. 

I would like to avoid any 
closing or mandating if we can 
just be more aware and stay 
home if we are sick or stay 
away from homes of other 
people we visit who are expe-
riencing some sickness. Please 
help do your part so the stu-
dents can experience a mostly 
normal school year. 

Based on the information 
that is coming out of the Min-
nesota Department of Health, I 
would encourage anyone who 
is eligible to get their vaccine, 
both COVID and Flu, as the 
data does show it minimizes 
how sick some can get. The 
school district has done the 
contract tracing to the best of 
our ability and the data would 
show that we have been able 
to minimize any spread in the 
buildings due to constant air 
exchanges, increased sanita-
tion, and keeping students 
distanced whenever possible. I 
know what I am asking would 
mean changing plans for an-
other year with the holidays, 
but it could mean the differ-
ence of masks or going back 
to virtual learning. So please 
follow the guidelines and stay 
healthy. I want to thank you 
for all for the help you can 
provide in this. 

Eternal vigilance is key to 
keeping schools COVID free

We are the rememberers, the people le� behind to keep 
the one who’s gone from us, alive in heart and mind.  
�e people le� to cherish and preserve their legacy.

Yes...we are the rememberers and will always be.
In loving memory of Toby Meyer

    Gone 1 year November 19, 2020
Missed forever by his loving family and friends

Henderson Independent: 11/18/21
3 column inches = $24

We are the rememberers, 
the people le� behind 
to keep the one who’s 
gone from us, alive in 

heart and mind.  
�e people le� to cherish 
and preserve their legacy.
Yes...we are the remem-

berers and will always be.
In loving memory 

of Toby Meyer
    Gone 1 year 

November 19, 2020
Missed forever by his 

loving family and friends

Donna Mae (Reinhardt) Rohloff was born on April 12, 1934 
and passed away on November 9, 2021 at Hastings Senior Health 
and Living.

Donna M. Rohloff - 95
DeATH NOTIce

ObITuARIeS
Darlene F. Krueger, age 78, 

of Le Sueur, died on Wednes-
day, November 10, 2021 at 
Oak Terrace Senior Living 
Center in Le Sueur.  

Memorial services were on 
Saturday, November 13, 2021, 
at 11:00 a.m. at First Lutheran 
Church in Le Sueur.  Visitation 
was at the church from 9:00 
to 11:00 a.m.  Lunch followed 
services at the church.  Burial 
will be at a later date in South 
Dakota.  Rev. Jan Crissinger 
will officiate the services.

Darlene was born on No-
vember 28, 1942 to William 
and Lillian (Rachuy) Schip-
per in Iona Township, Murray 
County, MN.  She grew up in 
the Fulda, MN area and gradu-
ated from Fulda High School.  
She then attended a Secretarial 
Program in Mankato and be-
gan work soon after that at 
Green Giant in Le Sueur, MN.  
She married Elton Krueger on 

July 5, 1972 on a pontoon on 
Whitefish Lake in Minnesota.  
He died in 1978 and Darlene 
raised her two young girls 
while working with Green Gi-
ant, Pillsbury and later General 
Mills.  She worked as a Capital 
Purchaser for 48 years.  She en-
joyed her gardening, her flow-
ers, Curves exercising group, 
time with relatives and friends, 

the Giant Celebration, and 
time at First Lutheran Church 
where she was a member for 
many years.  She will be re-
membered for her Chex Mix 
she made for dozens of people 
during the Holiday Season.

She is survived by her daugh-
ters, Lynn Krueger (Kelly Son-
nicksen honorary daughter) 
of Chaska, MN and Katrina 
(Steve) McCarthy of Lino 
Lakes, MN; stepchildren Kurt 
(Joanna) LaBresh of Roseville, 
MN and  Amy (Darren) Viera 
of Florida; grandchildren Lily 
and Annika McCarthy, Camille 
and Taylor LaBresh, and Au-
drey and Sydney Viera; twin 
brother Darrell (Mavis) Schip-
per of Fulda, MN, sister Wanda 
(Bob) Moline of Slayton, MN; 
and many nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents and husband, 
Elton Krueger, in 1978.

Memorials preferred.

Darlene F. Krueger - 78

With the holiday 
season upon 
us, people are 
navigating how 

to approach this holiday sea-
son with family and friends. 
Winter is known to have an in-
crease in flu and cold viruses 
cases that can put a damper on 
holiday activities. Addition-
ally, COVID-19 vaccination 
for kids ages 5-11 was recently 
approved which can impact 
plans. 

Jill Foster, MD, a pediatric 
infectious diseases physician 
with the University of Min-
nesota Medical School and 
M Health Fairview, discusses 
how to stay healthy and safe 
when celebrating the holidays 
this year. 

What are some steps that 
can be taken to create a safer 
environment while gathering 
with friends and family?

When gathering, being 
aware means avoiding the 
highest risk situations as much 
as possible. On a scale of most 
safe is: outdoors and being 
only with vaccinated people 
— beyond that use face cover-
ings as much as possible when 
not in the safest places. Addi-
tionally, try to keep the crowd 
size down, especially indoors. 
Make it okay with the people 
you are gathering with to ask 
about vaccine status and make 
arrangements accordingly. Ask 
those who aren’t feeling well 
to please stay home. If some-
thing unanticipated happens, 
get tested.

What should people con-
sider when thinking about 
taking a personal vacation 
for the holidays that doesn’t 

involve visiting loved ones?
Travel is the trickiest be-

cause it has the most unknowns 
and fewest things you can con-
trol. It sounds dire, but look at 
where you are going and imag-
ine that if you get sick while 
you’re there, whether or not 
you would feel comfortable 
getting your healthcare there. 

Maximize your protections 
while traveling to and from. 
For example, double masking 
on planes and trains and in air-
ports. Minimize your interac-
tions outside your immediate 
group. Remember to check 
on COVID-19 requirements 
for travel to that place and to 
get back into the country if 
you leave the U.S. and be pre-
pared. 

Prepare your health for the holiday season
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In an interesting twist, Sib-
ley County saw a decline 
in new COVID-19 cases 
for the second week in a 

row, even as other areas saw 
significant jumps, and cases at 
the state level remain high.

Minnesota saw an increase 
of 27,648 cases (a decrease of 
1,791) new cases of COVID-
19, with 28.1 percent, or 7,784 
cases occurring in fully vac-
cinated people. To date, Min-
nesota has reported 846,887 
COVID-19 cases since the 
pandemic began, including 
72,628 breakthrough cases.

On the vaccine front, 
3,314,412 Minnesotans have 
received a full vaccine sched-
ule, which is 58.7 percent of 
the state’s total population. The 
number of Minnesotans who 
have received at least one vac-
cine is roughly 3.53 million, or 
roughly 63 percent of the state 
population. In addition, 95.9 
percent of people age 65+ in 
the state have received at least 
one vaccine dose and 92.1 per-
cent have a completed series. 
The state is also reporting 67.7 
percent of people 5 and older 
have had at least one dose, and 
63.6 percent have a completed 
series.

Right now, 7,443 (an in-
crease of 68) Sibley County 
residents have received at 
least one vaccine dose, and 

7,029 (an increase of 36) are 
completely vaccinated. At the 
same time Sibley County cases 
are declining, neighboring Le 
Sueur County saw an almost 
70 percent increase in new 
cases, and Scott County cases 
increased 52.1 percent. 

In neighboring Le Sueur 
County, 15,847 (an increase of 
143) people have received at 
least one vaccine dose, while 
15,007 people are completely 
vaccinated. 

In neighboring Scott Coun-
ty, which is part of the greater 
metro area, 95,390 (an increase 
of 1,098) people have one vac-
cine dose, while 89,981 have a 
completed vaccine series.

Sibley County added 41 new 
cases (a decrease of 19) in the 
past week, bringing its total 
to 2,152 cases. The county 
reported no new deaths in the 
past week and remains at 14.

Le Sueur County added 134 
new cases (an increase of 55) 
to total 4,005 cases, and is 
holding at 33 deaths. 

Scott County added 540 (an 
increase of 185) cases in the 
past week, bringing its total to 
19,895. Scott County also re-
ported four new deaths in the 
last week, bringing its total to 
168.

In a reverse trend, Sibley 
County added one new school 
to its outbreak list, while Le 
Sueur and Scott counties re-
mained unchanged.

Sibley County had one new 

school join the outbreak list, 
and one dropped off. Sibley 
East High School in Arling-
ton is the newest addition, and 
joins Sibley East Elementary 
School in Gaylord and GFW 
Junior-Senior High School in 
Winthrop on the list of affected 
schools in Sibley County.

Le Sueur County reported 
no changes. Affected schools 
include Waterville Elementary, 
Waterville-Elysian-Morris-
town Senior High, Cleveland 
Elementary School and Tri-
City United High School in 
Montgomery.

Scott County also held 
steady, with no new additions. 
Right now, affected schools 
include Twin Oaks Middle 
School in Prior Lake, West-
wood Elementary in Prior 
Lake, Prior Lake High School, 
Eagle View in Elko New Mar-
ket, Raven Stream Elementary 
in New Prague, Falcon Ridge 
in New Prague, New Prague 
Middle School, New Prague 
Senior High, Jordan Elemen-
tary School, Jordan Middle 
School, Jordan High School, 
Shakopee East Middle School, 
Shakopee West Middle School 
and Shakopee High School. 

STATE OVERVIEW
The state conducted 294,157 

tests in the past week, bringing 
its total to 14,207,860 tests.

The state saw a massive in-
crease in deaths in the past 
week, going from 168 deaths 
last week to 302, which is an 

increase of 134 cases, or 80 
percent. So far, COVID-19 
has claimed the lives of 8,996 
Minnesotans, including 519 
(an increase of 36) deaths in 
fully vaccinated people. To 
date, 4,835 (an increase of 32) 
of the state’s 8,862 deaths, or 
54.5 percent, have been in as-
sisted living facilities. The re-
cent deaths are on trend with 
what the state saw at this point 
a year ago. The state saw a big 
surge in October-November 
last year, with 242 deaths re-
ported at this point last year.

Of Minnesota’s 846,887 to-
tal cases, 804,583 (95 percent) 
no longer need isolation. 

In addition to deaths, hos-
pitalizations also rose sharply. 
An additional 1,039 people 
were hospitalized in the past 
week, which is an increase of 
277 cases, or 36.3 percent. To 
date, 43,193 people have been 
hospitalized due to COVID-
19, including 3,177 (increase 
of 221) fully vaccinated peo-
ple. The state also reported 
163 (an increase of 13) more 
patients needing ICU hospital-
ization. To date, 8,680 people 
have needed ICU care due to 
COVID-19.

Exposure in congregate care 
facilities in the tri-county area 
remained mostly stable. Ex-
posure is defined as a person 
diagnosed with COVID-19 
who visited, worked or lived at 
the facility while contagious. 
Facilities are removed if they 

have not had a new exposure 
for 28 days.

Le Sueur County reported 
no changes, and Central Health 
Care is the only affected facil-
ity.

Sibley County added one 
new facility in the past week. 
Affected facilities include 
Lodge of Winthrop (new), 
Good Samaritan Society 
Fairview, Good Samaritan So-
ciety of Arlington, Good Sa-
maritan Society of Winthrop, 
Oak Terrace Senior Housing 
of Gaylord and Oak Terrace 
Health Care Center.

Scott County added one new 
facility in the past week, and 
had one drop off. Affected fa-
cilities include Valleyview As-
sisted Living of Jordan (new), 
All Saints Senior Living, King-
sway Retirement Living, and 
Shakopee Friendship Manor.

Demographics for deaths 
compared to total number of 
cases is as follows:

• Age 100+: 124 deaths (an 
increase of 1); 408 total cases 
(an increase of 10)

• Ages 90-99: 1,962 deaths 
(an increase of 21); 7,743 cases 
(increase of 164)

• Ages 80-89: 2,936 deaths 
(an increase of 33); 21,255 
cases (increase of 602)

• Ages 70-79: 2,018 deaths 
(an increase of 27); 40,201 
cases (increase of 1,135)

• Ages 60-69: 1,170 deaths 
(an increase of 31); 79,646 
cases (increase of 2,463)

New COVID-19 cases and deaths see another jump
By Rachel Miller
Editor

COVID Update

• Ages 50-59: 498 deaths (an 
increase of 13); 112,647 cases 
(increase of 3,214)

• Ages 40-49: 182 deaths (an 
increase of 6); 120,026 cases 
(increase of 3,916)

• Ages 30-39: 79 deaths (an 
increase of 1); 140,181 cases 
(increase of 4,684)

• Ages 20-29: 23 deaths (an 
increase of 1); 147,212 cases 
(increase 6,879)

• Ages 5-19: 3 deaths (no 
increase); 152,519 cases (in-
crease of 6,145)

• Ages 0-4: 1 death (no in-
crease); 25,013 cases (increase 
of 1,321)

The top 10 county list saw 
a big change in the past week. 
After getting surpassed by 
Wright County a couple of 
weeks ago, Olmsted County 
saw a big surge in new cases, 
blasting it from the 10th place 
spot to 8th, surpassing even 
Scott County.

As it stands, the top 10 
counties in Minnesota for 
cases are:

1. Hennepin: 150,884 
(+3,852)

2. Ramsey: 63,255 (+1,552)
3. Dakota: 54,347 (+1,330)
4. Anoka: 49,822 (+1,325)
5. Washington: 33,479 

(+933) 
6. Stearns: 29,619 (+863)
7. St. Louis: 24,178 (+816)
8. Olmsted: 20,094 (+772) 
9. Scott: 19,895 (+540)
10. Wright: 19,856 (+674)

The chitter chatter 
of a sentry squirrel

ECHOES FROM THE 
LOAFERS’ CLUB 

MEETING
I see you have a new bear-

skin rug.
It was me or the bear.
I’m glad it worked out. 

You’d make a lousy rug.
DRIVING BY 

BRUCE’S DRIVE
I have a wonderful neighbor 

named Bruce. Whenever I pass 
his drive, thoughts occur to 
me. A fellow told me he’d hit 
a deer with his Honda. It was 
the third time that car had col-
lided with a deer. The vehicle 
must think its civic duty is to 
cull the herd.

To make sure, I didn’t have 
an unfriendly encounter with a 
deer, I sat in my car, planning 
to read a book until I needed to 
be somewhere else. It was sun-
ny but cool. A boy shot baskets 
on a nearby court. His goose 
pimples were getting sun-
tanned. He dribbled. Thump, 
thump, thump or maybe it was 
whump, whump, whump. I’m 
never sure which. 

The hoop had no net. There 
could be no sweet sound of 
basketball swishing in nothing 
but nylon. He shot. The hoop 
rattled. No basket. Colorful 
leaves skittered by, powered 
by a brisk wind. The radio had 
told me it was 16 mph. He shot 
again, adjusting for the wind. 
The hoop rattled again. He was 
making do with what he had 
and preparing for the best. 

IT’S DIFFICULT TO 
OVERLOOK ROTTING 

WINDOWS
If you don’t get the weather 

you like, like the weather you 
get. But batten down the hatch-
es. Stuff the cracks of the house 
to prepare for winter. We had 
bad windows installed in our 
home. They decayed quickly. 
A representative of the compa-
ny came to the house and told 
us we had too much humidity 

in the house. He mansplained 
that the problem was we show-
ered, did laundry and washed 
dishes. Holy cow! What were 
we thinking? I was hoping for 
compensation, but he told me 
we were entitled to condensa-
tion.
THOSE THRILLING DAYS 

OF YESTERYEAR
We had a 5-second rule for 

dropped food items in our 
home, but it didn’t matter. We 
had a 3-second dog.

I was one of the first kids to 
be picked up by the school bus 
in the morning. I boarded early 
because I was an Elite Pre-
mium Gold Royalty member. 
That meant I was privileged 
to ride longer on a seat that 
bucked as if in a rodeo.
CUSTOMER COMMENTS

Beth Knudson of Hartland 
shared this bit of wisdom, 
“You get eyeglasses for your-
self and you get hearing aids 
for others.”

 Marian Bahl of Faribault 
had this to say about her hus-
band, “Hezzy had a phrase 
to describe some sourpusses: 
They’re not happy unless 
they’re sad, and then they’re 
not pleased!”

I’VE LEARNED
Anyone with a cellphone 

camera can become an unau-
thorized biographer.

If I button my shirt incorrect-
ly, people expect less of me.

NATURE NOTES
According to the U.S Fish 

& Wildlife Service, an adult 
American white pelican con-
sumes 20-40% of its body 
weight daily, which with an 
average weight of 15 pounds, 
means 3-6 pounds of fish 
per day. Approximately 150 
pounds of food is needed to 
feed one chick from hatching 
to fledging. 

 An insect landed on my 
shirt on a sunny fall day. It re-
sembled a large mosquito but 

it doesn’t bite humans. It was 
a crane fly with a 1.5-inch long 
body and a 3-inch wingspread. 
In colloquial speech, crane flies 
are sometimes called mosquito 
hawks or daddy longlegs. To 
me, mosquito hawks are drag-
onflies and daddy longlegs are 
the arachnids called harvest-
men, which aren’t spiders. 
They don’t produce silk and 
aren’t venomous. I’ve found 
daddy longlegs with fewer 
than eight legs because they’ll 
shed legs grasped by predators 
and cannot regrow them.

 A researcher at Auburn 
University wondered what 
squirrels are talking about 
and learned the most com-
mon sounds squirrels make are 
danger warnings. The kuk is 
a sharp bark of alarm, usually 
issued in a series and intended 
for other squirrels and preda-
tors. The study showed that 
when a squirrel starts kukking, 
a cat gives up, knowing it had 
lost the element of surprise. 

The quaa sounds a bit like a 
cat screeching and is issued af-
ter the threat level has dropped. 
A quaa moan sounds like a chirp 
followed by a meow. It’s ven-
triloquial, making it difficult to 
determine the location of the 
sound. It’s given in hopes the 
predator had left but suggests 
continued caution. Muk-muk 
resembles a stifled sneeze or 
buzz-like phfft, phfft. Nesting 
squirrels use it when hungry 
and males make it during mat-
ing chases.

MEETING ADJOURNED
“As freely as the firmament 

embraces the world, or the 
sun pours forth impartially his 
beams, so mercy must encircle 
both friend and foe.”

- Johann Christoph Friedrich 
von Schiller

NATURALLY
I watched a great blue heron 

following its bill in flight. A 
brisk wind moved milkweed 
seeds around. Rivers of black-
birds flew resolutely to a desti-
nation at least one bird knew. 
Red berries were evident on 
highbush cranberry and haw-
thorn. Rose hips were another 
red color seen easily. 

Dandelions bloomed in the 
yard. They bloom profusely 
in April-June, but when the 
days are long in the middle 
of summer, flower initiation 
lessens. In fall, when the days 
shorten, they might bloom a 
second time, weather permit-
ting. Flowering is initiated by 
day length and temperature. 
This second flowering ceases 
as days shorten or with severe 

frosts. Lilacs sometimes bloom 
twice. Some say the second 
blooming is due to stress, but 
there are varieties and hybrids 
of lilacs that are meant to do 
so. Lilacs are native to Eastern 
Europe and Asia. 

Hardiness has made ginkgo 
trees a popular choice for land-
scaping and urban planning. 
Ginkgos lose all their fan-
shaped leaves in one massive, 
simultaneous leaf drop. Buck-
thorn clings to its leaves and 
sports black berries.

I put a canoe in the longest 
river in the US near Great 
Falls, Montana. Nicknamed 
“Big Muddy,” the Missouri 
River is the fourth longest river 
in the world, starting in Mon-
tana’s Rocky Mountains and 
traveling 2,341 miles through 
Montana, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Nebraska, Iowa, Kan-
sas, and Missouri (according 
to the Montana Office of Tour-
ism) before joining the Missis-
sippi River near St. Louis. 

Q&A
“Do raccoons hibernate?” 
They don’t. What they do 

has been called going into tor-
por, winter sleep, partial hiber-
nation or becoming dormant. 
They retire to a den where they 
sleep for long periods, waking 
occasionally to hit the snooze 
button or to leave the den for 
lunch. Mating occurs in Febru-
ary and March. If the tempera-
ture drops below 27°, raccoons 
retreat to their dens, usually in 
hollow logs and trees. They 
can have more than one den 
and sleep in the one they deter-
mine is most secure. They can 
burrow underground to make 

dens and it isn’t unusual for 
raccoons to hibernate together 
and they’ve been discovered in 
chimneys, under decks and in 
abandoned buildings.

Leon Schoenrock of New 
Richland wrote, “I did see a 
golden eagle this fall. When 
I see them, I think they seem 
bigger than a bald eagle. Are 
they?” 

Golden eagles and bald ea-
gles are of similar size. Female 
eagles are up to 25% larger 
than males. Most resources 
have found that, on average, 
a bald eagle is slightly larger 
than a golden eagle. According 
to the Cornell Lab of Ornithol-
ogy, a golden eagle is 27.6 to 
33.1 inches long. A bald eagle 
is 27.9 to 37.8 inches long. A 
golden eagle weighs 105.8 to 
216.1 ounces and a bald eagle 
105.8 to 222.2 ounces. 

Young bald eagles can be 
larger than adults because a 
young eagle’s tail and wing 
feathers are longer than an 
adult’s. The young eagles still 
weigh less than adults.

“What trees produce the best 
branches to use for dowsing or 
water witching?” 

My father favored a forked 
branch cut from a live willow 
tree. You could use any kind of 
tree, but Y-shaped sticks from 
willows, witch hazel (not com-
mon in much of Minnesota), 
and various fruit and nut trees 
are the most popular. Cut a Y-
shaped stick from a tree, mak-
ing sure that all three sections 
of the Y are 12-16 inches long. 
Grab both the top ends of the Y 
in an underhanded grasp with 
your palms facing toward the 

sky, and hold the dowsing rod 
horizontally so that it points in 
front of you. Maintain a loose 
grip as you walk slowly in 
search of water. 

As you approach a water 
source, the bottom of the Y of 
the dowsing rod should bend 
towards the ground. Dad also 
used wire coat hangers and 
wire rods. I watched a tiler use 
a pair of pliers for that purpose. 
Does dowsing work? I’m not 
sure. I’ve seen it done. I guess 
seeing isn’t always believing.

Barb Lamson of Mankato 
asked, “What happens to 
young offspring of deer — do 
they stay with their mother, 
do they become independent? 
How do they survive?” 

Although they may drift 
away for periods of time, fe-
male fawns could stay with 
their mothers for two years and 
young bucks leave after a year. 
If a doe dies, it’s believed by 
some researchers that a fawn 
could survive on its own if it 
had reached eight weeks of 
age.

THANKS FOR 
STOPPING BY

“I would rather be the man 
who bought the Brooklyn 
Bridge than the one who sold 
it.”

- Will Rogers
“You must not know too 

much, or be too precise or sci-
entific about birds and trees 
and flowers and water-craft; a 
certain free margin, and even 
vagueness — perhaps igno-
rance, credulity — helps your 
enjoyment of these things.”

- Walt Whitman
 Do good.

PHOTO BY AL BATT

This golden eagle and a bald eagle are of similar size, with the bald eagle being slightly larger 
on average. The females are bigger than the males.
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NELSON & JONES
P.O. Box 65

511 Main, Henderson, MN 56044
Phone (507) 248-3245

Douglas G. Nelson & Alison E. Jones
Attorneys-At-Law

ANDERSON, SKUBITZ & 
CORYELL, PLLC LAW OFFICE

James E. Anderson
John M. Skubitz
Todd M. Coryell

•Real Estate   •Trust & Probate  •Business & Cor-
porate Law  •Personal Injury   •Criminal & Traffic 

Defense •Divorce & Family Law

108 S. Main St. • Le Sueur, MN 56058
(507) 665-3349

ATTORNEYS

Ross Nesbit Agency
507-665-6364

30502 Henderson Station Rd., 
P.O. Box 165,  Le Sueur, MN

OPTOMETRISTS

303 Valleygreen Square
Le Sueur, MN 56058

507-665-3366

Congratulations
Ben Hahn!

Mon. 8 am - 8 pm: Tues., Wed., Thurs., Fri., 8 a.m - 5 p.m.
Dr. Jeff. Mootz

HEATING/AIR CONDITIONING

Furnace &
Air Conditioning
Sales & Service

Geothermal • Solar
Air Filters • Duct Cleaning

Formerly O’Brien Heating

Furnace &
Air Conditioning
Sales & Service
Geothermal • Solar

Air Filters • Duct Cleaning

Formerly O’Brien Heating

BELLE
PLAINE
HERALD

HENDERSON
INDEPENDENT

Furnace &
Air Conditioning
Sales & Service

Geothermal • Solar
Air Filters • Duct Cleaning

Formerly O’Brien Heating
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Air Filters • Duct Cleaning
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Geothermal • Solar
Air Filters • Duct Cleaning
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Sales & Service
Geothermal • Solar

Air Filters • Duct Cleaning

Formerly O’Brien Heating
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Geothermal • Solar
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Formerly O’Brien Heating

Furnace &
Air Conditioning
Sales & Service
Geothermal • Solar

Air Filters • Duct Cleaning

Formerly O’Brien Heating

BELLE
PLAINE
HERALD

HENDERSON
INDEPENDENT

Furnace & Air Conditioning
Sale & Service

Geothermal • Solar • Air Filters • Duct Cleaning

DRAIN ClEANING

507.386.1809 • 507.934.2396
I n d u s t r i a l / C o m m e r c i a l  •  A g r i c u l t u r a l

R e s i d e n t i a l  •  E x p e r t  D r a i n  C l e a n i n g

FREDIN RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION
& REMODELING•New Construction

•Remodeling
•Roofing

•Siding
•Windows & Doors

•Overhead Garage DoorsAndrew Fredin
Tel # 612-804-5773 • Lic # BC638347

REAl ESTATE

Dennis Graham

www.Ross-Realty-Inc.com

507-248-3680
Working for you and the 
City of Henderson 
for over 30 years!

Each Office Independently Owned & Operated

Experienced, full-time, 
professional agent!

LYNNEA  WETZEL

(612) 702-3687

Each Office Independently Owned & Operated

Experienced, full-time, 
professional agent!

(612) 702-3687
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

Collision Repair
Windshield Repair & Replacement

24 Hour Towing

118 W. Main St. 507-964-2809

Find 
us on 
Facebook

Wade Schneider
Owner

Chuck Frauendienst, FIC
MN Lic. #140889
137 Windsor Dr.
Le Sueur, MN 
507-665-3225

INSURANCE

PlUMBING

507-479-0092
LICENSED, BONDED, INSURED
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Weber Plumbing, LLC

SIWEK LUMBER AND 
MILLWORK OF LE SUEUR

NOW OPEN
And ready to serve your residential, 
commercial and agricultural needs.

•Lumber  • Windows & siding • Milwaukee Tools 
• Composite decking • Interior doors • Millwork
600 Southside Drive. • Le Sueur, MN

Located at the former Interstate Building Supply
(507) 665-6426

BUIlDING SUPPlIESAGRICUlTURE

Prairie Farm Supply

Downtown Belle Plaine
952-873-4234 or 800-747-7744

• Hubbard Feeds • Premium Feeds •
• Mol/Mix Liquid Feeds • Feedlot Equipment •

• Horse Feeds • Pet Foods & Supplies •

 INDEPENDENT BUSINESS DIRECTORY

 

INDEPENDENT

ClASSIfIEDS

Advertise your business here!
Call the Indy at 507-248-3223 or e-mail hendersonmnnews@gmail.com 

for Sale

Now Leasing

INDEPENDENT 
LIVING

Sibley Estates East, 
Henderson

One Bedroom for Lease
For those 62+ or Disabled

Rent: 30% of Income
ALL Utilities Included!
Tanya: (507) 479-3846

Equal Housing 
Opportunity

Henderson Independent
1x2

Start 3/10/20
Run until further notice

$32/week

INDEPENDENT 
LIVING

Sibley Estates East, 
Henderson

One Bedroom for Lease
For those 62+ or Disabled

Rent: 30% of Income
ALL Utilities Included!
Tanya: (507) 479-3846

Equal Housing 
Opportunity

Galaxy
1x2

Start 3/10/20
Run until further notice

$18/week

Now Leasing

Now leasing

STEVE FRIES 
CONSTRUCTION

• Custom Built Homes • Remodeling • Shingling • Siding • Lots for Sale
32600 STEPHENS POINT, HENDERSON, MN 56044

(507) 248-3623 • License #20404006

CONTRACTORS

Age 55+
Workers needed for 

part-time light custodial 
work at the Minnesota 

Valley Rest Area.
Contact Green View  

651-639-1913

Henderson Independent
August 26, 2021
1.5 column inches = $12/week
Five week special: $48 for 5 con-
secutive weeks

Help Wanted

The Friends of the Hender-
son Public Library meets the 
third Monday of each month at 
6:30 p.m. in the library lower 
level.

Henderson Public Library 
Hours are: Monday, Tuesday 
and Friday: 9 a.m. to noon, 2 
to 6 p.m.;  Wednesday, 2 to 8 
p.m.; Thursday and Saturday, 9 
a.m. to noon

Henderson City Council 
meets the third Wednesday of 

every month at 7 p.m. at the 
Community Building, 600 
Main Street, Henderson. 

For more information call 
507-248-3234.

Henderson Lions Club 
meets twice a month from Sep-
tember to April on the first and 
third Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. 
at the Henderson RoadHaus 
Event Center. 

Need a message on the Lions 
Club community message 

HENDERSON HAPPENINGS
board? Call Judy Loewe at 
507-248-3345.

The Sibley County Histori-
cal Museum will be open on 
Sundays 2 to 5 p.m. through 
October. 

Please call 507-248-3434 
and leave a message if you 
need information or research.

Henderson Area Chamber 
meets the last Wednesday of 
each month at noon.

Henderson Township meets 
the first Wednesday of every 
month at 7 p.m. at the Hender-
son Public Library.

The Ladies Tourist Club, 
GFWC meets at 5 p.m. the 
second Tuesday of each month 
in various locations from Sep-
tember through May. 

For more information call 
Judy Loewe at 507-248-3345.

AA meetings 7 p.m. every 
Thursday at St. Joseph’s Parish 
Center.

Jessenland Township Plan-
ning and Zoning Commis-
sion meets the third Monday of 
each month at 7 p.m. in the Jes-
senland Town Hall located on 
Sibley Cty Hwy 6. If the third 

Monday of the month falls on a 
national holiday then the alter-
nate meeting date of the fourth 
Monday of the month will be 
used.

The Sibley Post #74 Ameri-
can Legion meets 6:30 p.m. 
every third Monday of the 
month at Henderson RoadHaus. 
For questions contact Dean Lind 
at 507-665-2053.

**If you want to list your meet-
ing or event with the Henderson 
Independent call 248-3223 or 
e-mail us at hendersonmnnews@
gmail.com.

Tim Nytes,
Owner

FORT ROAD 
CONSTRUCTION

•Roofing•Windows•Gutters•Siding
We specialize in insurance claims

32855 FORT  ROAD, HENDERSON, MN 56044
(507) 210-2713 • License #713485

fortroadstone@yahoo.com

 Two bedroom country 
home west of Le Sueur
$750/month + utilities

No Smoking
Also: One bedroom 

apartment in Le Sueur
Call for information: 
507-665-3851  or 

612-203-3721

FOR RENT

Henderson Independent
1X2 = $18/wk
Run 11/11 & 11/18
Total due: $36
Kahle Properties
Sending check Phone: 
612-203-3721

 Size 13 Danner 
Insulated Hunting Boots

Never Worn!
$125 ($50 Savings)
Call for information: 

952-873-0922

FOR SALE

Henderson Independent
1X1.5 = $13.5/wk
Run 11/11 & 11/18
Total due: $27
Billed to credit card of
Bob Williams

for Rent

                                     Week of November 14, 2021             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUSINVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY

Advertise here statewide 
in 210+ newspapers for 

only $279 per week! 
Call 800-279-2979

MISCELLANEOUS

AUCTIONS

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY 
ONLINE AUCTION 

72 Unit storage complex, Garvin, MN near 
Lake Shatek. Online bidding Nov 15 ends 
Nov 30th. For info visit www.totalaar.com 
Broker: Andy Harr Total Auc-
tions and Real Estate 605/274-6500

NO RESERVE AUCTION 
40 ± Acres Farm/Recreational/Building 
Site. Lura Township, Faribault County. 
Jokela Auctions, Inc. David L. Veo Realty 
Lic.#20303087 www.JokelaAuction.com

DISH NETWORK $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift 
card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

THE COVID CRISIS 
has cost us all something. Many have 
lost jobs and  nancial security. Have 
$10K In Debt? Credit Cards. Medi-
cal Bills. Car Loans. Call National 
Debt Relief! We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 844/205-5439

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING
memory care, or independent living? 
A Place for Mom simpli es the pro-
cess of  nding senior living at no cost to 
your family. Call 888/715-1720  today!

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
A solar plus battery storage system. Save 
money, reduce your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services available. $0 
Down  nancing option. Request a free, no 
obligation quote today. Call 888/913-5895 

ENJOY 100% GUARANTEED 
delivered-to-the-door Omaha Steaks! 
Get 8 FREE Filet Mignon Burgers! Or-
der the Delightful Gift this holiday sea-
son - only $99.99. Call 888/858-0473 
and mention code 65658PJL or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/thegift1192 

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501
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PUBLIC NOTICES

*IMPORTANT PROPERTY 
TAX HOMESTEAD NOTICE*

This will affect your 2022 prop-
erty taxes and eligibility for Prop-
erty Tax Refund.

Have you purchased or moved 
into a property in the past year?

Contact your County Assessor 
to file a homestead application if 
you or a qualifying relative occu-
py the property as a homestead on 
or before December 31, 2021.

What is a qualifying relative?
For unoccupied agricultural 

property, a qualifying relative 
includes the child, grandchild, 
sibling, or parent of the owner or 
owner’s spouse.

For occupied agricultural or 
residential property, a qualifying 
relative also includes the owner’s 
uncle, aunt, nephew, or niece.

When do I apply?
You must apply on or before 

December 31, 2021.
Once homestead is granted, an-

nual applications are not neces-
sary unless they are requested by 
the County Assessor.

Contact the assessor by Decem-
ber 31, 2021 if the use of the prop-
erty you own or occupy as a quali-
fying relative has changed during 
the past year.

If you sell, move, or for any 
reason no longer qualify for the 
homestead classification, you 
are required to notify the County 
Assessor within 30 days of the 
change in homestead status.

Sibley County Assessor’s Office 
(507) 237-4078

Published in the Henderson In-
dependent and Galaxy on Thurs-
days, November 4, 11 and 18, 
2021.

CITY OF HENDERSON 
NOTICE  OF BUILDINGS 

AND GROUNDS 
MAINTENANCE BIDS

The City of Henderson will be 
taking proposals to clean/maintain 
the Henderson Community Build-
ing and Grounds (not including 
lawn mowing).

Submit to City of Henderson
PO Box 433
Henderson, MN 56044
chenderson165@mchsi.com
507-248-3234
or place in drop box
Due no later than 5:00 PM 

Monday, November 29, 2021 
Include references and informa-

tion to be included on 1099.
Lon Berberich

City Administrator
Published in the Henderson In-

dependent on Thursdays, Novem-
ber 11 and 18, 2021.

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF SIBLEY

DISTRICT COURT
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT

PROBATE DIVISION 
Court File No.:  72-PR-21-42

NOTICE OF INFORMAL 
PROBATE OF WILL AND 

INFORMAL APPOINTMENT 
OF PERSONAL REPRESEN-

TATIVE AND NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

In Re: Estate of Avis A. Gray, 
Decedent 

  
Notice is given that an Applica-

tion for Informal Probate of Will 
and Informal Appointment of 
Personal Representative was filed 
with the Registrar, along with a 
Will dated April 28, 2020. The 
Registrar accepted the applica-
tion and appointed Karla J. Gray, 
whose address is 317 South 4th 
Street, P.O. Box 244, Henderson, 
Minnesota 56044, to serve as the 
personal representative of the de-
cedent’s estate.

Any heir, devisee or other in-
terested person may be entitled 
to appointment as personal rep-
resentative or may object to the 
appointment of the personal rep-
resentative. Any objection to the 
appointment of the personal rep-
resentative must be filed with the 
Court, and any properly filed ob-
jection will be heard by the Court 
after notice is provided to interest-
ed persons of the date of hearing 
on the objection.

Unless objections are filed, and 
unless the Court orders otherwise, 
the personal representative has 
the full power to administer the 
estate, including, after thirty (30) 
days from the issuance of letters 
testamentary, the power to sell, 
encumber, lease, or distribute any 
interest in real estate owned by the 
decedent.

Notice is further given that, 
subject to Minn. Stat. § 524.3-
801, all creditors having claims 
against the decedent’s estate are 
required to present the claims to 
the personal representative or to 
the Court within four (4) months 
after the date of this notice or the 
claims will be barred.

Dated: November 8, 2021
Karen V. Messner, 

Registrar
Douglas G. Nelson (MN# 

77707)
Nelson & Jones, Ltd. 

511 Main Street
P.O. Box 65

Henderson, Minnesota 56044
Telephone:  (507) 248-3245 
Facsimile:  (507) 248-3201

Attorney for Personal 
Representative

Published in the Henderson In-
dependent on Thursdays, Novem-
ber 11 and 18, 2021.

COUNTY OF SIBLEY
REGULAR MEETING 

BOARD 
PROCEEDINGS

TUESDAY, OCTOBER  26, 
2021

The Sibley County Board of 
Commissioners convened in the 
Commissioners’ Board Room 
in the City of Gaylord, MN on 
Tuesday, October 26, 2021 at 9:00 
AM pursuant to notice given as 
required by law. Members of the 
board present: 

District 1 Commissioner Bob-
bie Harder

District 2 Commissioner Chris-
tian Lilienthal

District 3 Commissioner Peter 
Koch

District 4 Commissioner Joy 
Cohrs 

District 5 Commissioner Steve 
Saxton

2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Approve the Agenda and 

any Agenda Additions or Cor-
rections

A. Motion to approve the agen-
da by Commissioner Cohrs, sec-
ond by Commissioner Koch with 
unanimous approval.

4. Consent Agenda
Motion made by Commissioner 

Koch, second by Commissioner 
Cohrs with unanimous approval.

A. Resolution #2021-45 Re-
quest approval of resolution of 
Public Sale of Tax-Forfeited Land 
and set the date of the public sale 
for Tuesday November 23, 2021 at 
11:00 a.m. in the Commissioner’s 
Board Room in the Sibley County 
Courthouse.

B. Approve the list of tax for-
feited property for public sale

C. Approve the terms for the 
sale of tax forfeited land for public 
sale

D. Set date and time of the CD 4 
Public Hearing - Robert A. Fischer 
Petition for Partial Abandonment

E. Approve the SSTS Lien Loan 
subordination agreement and au-
thorize board chair and county ad-
ministrator to sign it.

F. Investment Report as of Sep-
tember 30, 2021

G. Receive information on the 
attached EFT Report covering Oc-
tober 5, 2021 through October 20, 
2021 (as required per M.S. 471.38 
and County Resolution).

H. Approve Regular Board Pro-
ceedings of October 12, 2021

I. Approve Claims as submitted
5. SMIF Presentation
A. Southern Minnesota Initia-

tive Foundation SMIF will pres-
ent on service delivery in Sibley 
County

Alissa Oeltjenbruns, repre-
senting the Southern Minnesota 
Initiative Foundation, presented 
an update to the Sibley Board of 
Commissioners which included 
grants, loans and programming for 
early childhood, community and 

economic development.
6. Mary Karl, DOC
A. Accept the Quarter 3 2021 

Sentence to Service (STS) report 
from Department of Corrections

Randy Schumacher, Crew 
Leader for Sentence to Service, 
presented an update to the Sibley 
County Board of Commissioners 
that included work performed and 
hours served.

7. Klea Rettmann, PHHS Di-
rector

A. Reinstate a pay increase of 
$1.28 per hour from Community 
Health Worker (CHW) to Licensed 
Practical Nurse (LPN) for up to 10 
hours per week to help administer 
COVID-19 Vaccine during clin-
ics on behalf of Sibley County 
Public Health starting 10/16/2021 
through the end of 2021.

Within Public Health and Hu-
man Services (PHHS), there are 
only 6 eligible staff that can vacci-
nate and PHHS needs more assis-
tance for the Booster vaccination. 
Klea Rettmann, PHHS Director, 
requested a pay increase to uti-
lize a Community Health Worker 
(CHS) as a Licensed Practical 
Nurse (LPN) for vaccine adminis-
tration, throughout 2021.  Motion 
made by Commissioner Lilienthal, 
second by Commissioner Saxton 
with unanimous approval.

8. Tim Becker, County Engi-
neer

A. Approve concurrence of the 
proposed changes to the FEMA 
floodplain map along the Rush 
River for the TH 93 project.  Au-
thorize Planning & Zoning or Pub-
lic Works to sign bottom of page 
2 of overview and concurrence 
form, Community Concurrence 
Section.

Tim Becker, Public Works Di-
rector, requests the Sibley County 
Board of Commissioners approve 
concurrence of the proposed 
changes to the FEMA floodplain 
map along the Rush River for the 
TH 93 project to then be submitted 
to the agencies involved.  MnDOT 
is working with the landowners 
which are impacted by the pro-
posed changes.  Motion made by 
Commissioner Saxton, second 
by Commissioner Lilienthal with 
unanimous approval. 

B. Approve final payment for 
Contract CP 1307- 2021 Mi-
crosurfacing Project to Asphalt 
Surface Technologies Corp. (St. 
Cloud, MN).

Tim Becker, Public Works Di-
rector, requests the Sibley County 
Board of Commissioners autho-
rize final payment for micro-
surfacing project on CSAH 4 to 
Asphalt Surface Technologies for 
the completion of County Projects 
(CP) 1307-2021 in the amount of 
$262,414.58.  Motion made by 
Commissioner Cohrs, second by 
Commissioner Koch with unani-
mous approval.

C. Resolution #2021-46 Ap-
prove Resolution to Support Ap-

plication for Regional Designation 
and future funding of the Hender-
son Scenic Byway Trail

Tim Becker, Public Works Di-
rector, requests the Sibley County 
Board of Commissioners support 
the application for regional trail 
designation and possible future 
funding for an off-roadway bike/
pedestrian trail along CSAH 6. 
Sibley County would partner with 
the Henderson Scenic Byway Re-
gional Trail task force in apply-
ing for the designation and pos-
sible funding.  Motion made by 
Commissioner Harder, second by 
Commissioner Saxton and adopt-
ed with unanimous approval.

9. County Business
1. Resolution #2021-47 Set 

2022 Elected Official Salary
The Sibley County Board of 

Commissioners voted on the 2022 
Elected Officials’ Annual Salaries 
and is set forth as follows:

 County Auditor/Treasurer:
    $   95,826
County Recorder:  $   88,192
County Sheriff:    $ 119,184
Motion made by Commissioner 

Cohrs, second by Commissioner 
Koch and adopted with unanimous 
approval.

B. Resolution #2021-48 Motion 
to set the Sibley County Board of 
Commissioner’s Salary for 2022

Sibley County Board of Com-
missioners voted to increase Com-
missioners wages by 2% and set 
the 2022 annual salary of a Sib-
ley County Commissioner to $ 
35,037.38.  Motion made by Com-
missioner Lilienthal, second by 
Commissioner Cohrs and was ad-
opted 4-1, Commissioner Harder.

10. Closed Board Session 
A. Motion to move into Closed 

Session for Real Property Nego-
tiation for Purchase of Real Prop-
erty PID 32.0621.010 and PID 
32.0621.000

The Sibley County Board of 
Commissioners voted to close the 
board meeting to the public at 9:46 
a.m.  Motion made by Commis-
sioner Lilienthal, second by Com-
missioner Koch with unanimous 
approval.

B. Motion to re-open from 
Closed Session for Real Property 
Negotiation for Purchase of Real 
Property PID 32.0621.010 and 
PID 32.0621.000

The Sibley County Board of 
Commissioners voted to open the 
session to the public at 10:35 a.m.  
Motion made by Commissioner 
Cohrs, second by Commissioner 
Koch and adopted with unanimous 
approval.

11. Commissioners’ Commit-
tee Reports

Commissioners provided re-
ports on their board activities 
since the last meeting.

A. Commissioner Koch
B. Commissioner Lilienthal
C. Commissioner Harder
D. Commissioner Saxton
E. Commissioner Cohrs

12. Clearing of Calendars
A. October 26, 2021 Board of 

Commissioners Workshop follows 
regular meeting - Sibley County 
Courthouse, Commissioner’s 
Room

B. October 29, 2021 AMC Fall 
District Meeting 8:00 AM- Golden 
Bubble, Wells MN 

C. November 03, 2021 Rede-
termination Landowner Meeting 
1PM & 5PM  - Sibley County 
Courthouse, Meeting Room “A” 
Basement (Harder)

D. November 9, 2021 Regular 
Board of Commissioners Meeting 
9:00 AM - Sibley County Court-
house, Commissioner’s Room

E. November 09, 2021 JD1(SN) 
1:30 PM - Sibley County Court-
house, Basement (Lilienthal, 
Koch, & Saxton)

F. November 09, 2021 
JD7(SRN) 2:00 PM Sibley Coun-
ty Courthouse, Basement (Cohrs, 
Saxton)

G. November 09, 2021 JD 2 
(SC), JD 21 (CS), JD 22 (CS), JD 
24 (CS)  2:30 PM Sibley County 
Courthouse, Basement Meet-
ing Room, (Harder, Lilienthal & 
Cohrs)

H. November 11, 2021 Sib-
ley County Government Offices 
Closed in Observance of Veteran’s 
Day

I. November 16, 2021 Redeter-
mination Hearing CD40, 55, 56, 
58, 61 & 67  9AM - Sibley County 
Courthouse, Meeting Room “A” 
Basement (All)

J. November 23, 2021 Regular 
Board of Commissioners Meeting 
9:00 AM - Sibley County Court-
house, Commissioner’s Room

K. November 23, 2021 Board of 
Commissioners Workshop follows 
regular meeting - Sibley County 
Courthouse, Commissioner’s 
Room

L. November 25 & 26, 2021 
Sibley County Government Of-
fices Closed in Observance of 
Thanksgiving

M. December 6th to 8th, 2021 
Association of Minnesota Coun-
ties Annual Conference - Bloom-
ington MN,  Double Tree Hotel

N. December 13, 2021 Regular 
Board of Commissioners Meeting 
5:00 PM - Sibley County Court-
house, Commissioner’s Room

O. December 13, 2021 Truth in 
Taxation Hearing 6:00 PM - Sib-
ley County Courthouse, Commis-
sioner’s Room

13. Adjournment
A. Motion to Adjourn made by 

Commissioner Harder, second by 
Commissioner Koch with unani-
mous approval.

Attest:
John Glisczinski, 

County Administrator
Bobbie Harder, 

Board Chair
Published in the Henderson In-

dependent on Thursday, Novem-
ber 18, 2021.

with aeration.
PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

AND COMMENTS
“How long would a plant 

last?” 
Answer: at least 40-50 years 

and once the building is in 
place, updates to the system 
would be fairly easy.

“What if everyone in town 
put in a good water soften-
er?” 

Answer: If you don’t remove 

the contaminants at the front 
end of the process, the buildup 
of rust will continue and even-
tually cause bigger problems 
to the city-wide water system.

“How long will it take be-
fore the plant is online and 
before our water is cleared 
up?” 

Answer: The process will 
take four to five years from 
the decision to proceed includ-
ing time for design, funding 
and building. It can take up to 
a year before all the residue is 
out of the system.

“What if we flushed the 

hydrants more often?” 
Answer: That would mainly 

remove the treatment chemi-
cals from the system and in-
crease the city’s contribution 
to the sanitary sewer treatment 
process at an increased cost. 

According to James Kroe-
hler, the city’s water expert, 
about 80 percent of the resi-
due is removed each time the 
city flushes the hydrants, but 
it builds up again over the six 
month gap. More frequent 
flushing would not only in-
crease the chemical require-
ments but would also stir up 

even more residue and possi-
bly make the situation worse.

“Would it be helpful to 
change the configuration of 
the water system up on Ma-
ple Ridge as it is currently a 
closed loop?” 

Answer: That should prob-
ably be addressed in the design 
process for the new system.

RECOMMENDATIONS 
AND COST ESTIMATE
SEH suggests building a 

new water treatment plant for 
an expected flow rate of 250 
gallon/minute at an estimated 
cost of $5.65 million. Flushing 

the system to remove residues 
and replacing the few remain-
ing cast iron 4” mains should 
also be pursued.

Another consideration to 
bear in mind is that SEH was 
testing only for current stan-
dards. A treatment plant would 
allow for easier process up-
dates as standards change in 
the future.

NEXT STEP
The Henderson City Council 

will decide whether to move 
forward with a new plant. 
Then they will explore fund-
ing options. The good news is 

that there are many programs 
available including grants, 
low-interest long-term loans 
and bonding bills.  According 
to Chris Knutson from SEH, 
the USDA Rural Development 
program will probably be the 
best source for a lot of the fund-
ing. Their approval process  
requires such steps as design 
and cost analysis, calculations 
based on Henderson’s average 
household income and what 
our sources might be available. 
The end result will probably 
be a combination of grants and 
40-year low interest loans.

CITY COUNCIL
Continued FROM PAGE 1

Lucky 11 Winners:
Week 1: Christopher Johnson

and
Janet Boese
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made a huge impact on his life 
choices. After trying college, 
he realized he was not mature 
enough to handle college and 
not yet ready to make a long-
term commitment to a career, 
so he approached an Army re-
cruiter and decided to enlist. 

Gore described the roller 
coaster ride of beginning train-
ing in warm weather in Okla-
homa then running miles in 
the rain and mud as the season 
turned, then later moving to 
Kentucky where the reality of 
imminent deployment began to 
sink into the new recruits’ con-
sciousnesses. They arrived in 
Iraq realizing that basic train-
ing was just that, basic, and 
they had a lot to learn.

One of the most poignant 
memories Gore shared was of 
the day he was supposed to 
drive the Humvee on patrol, 
but when he reported for duty, 
his name was not on the sched-
ule. He returned to quarters 
to enjoy his unexpected time 
off, only to learn later that the 
vehicle had a close call. They 
encountered an IED while on 
patrol and a piece of metal 
bounced off the armor plating 
between the two portions of 
the windshield, rebounded off 
the driver’s helmet, bounced 
off the glasses of the passenger 
behind the driver, then fell in 
the passenger’s lap. The driver 
“got his bell rung” but suffered 
no long-term damage while 
the passenger sustained only 
a small cut on his nose. The 
freaky part is that at 6’7” Gore 
would have taken that shrapnel 
not in the helmet, but right in 
the face. 

Another scary situation hap-
pened one night when a group 
consisting of six Americans 
and four Iraqis were walking 
a patrol through a town where 

veterans day
Continued from page 7
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The Henderson Outpost is hosting a variety of 
events in November and December! 

Stop by and enjoy a FREE glass of wine while you 
shop for holiday gifts!

781 Main Street, Henderson, MN

Wednesday, Nov. 24   6 – 8 p.m. 
Ladies Night is back! Stop by, pick up gifts of 
jewelry, home décor and beauty products, and 

enjoy free wine.  

Thursday, Dec. 16    6 – 8 p.m. 
Guys Night is here! Pick up gifts for the 

special ladies in your life (gift cards too!), and 
enjoy some craft beer and cocktails.

PHOTOS BY RACHEL MILLER

Top: The four leads of Shrek are: Joe Fixsen as 
Lord Farquaad, Alexa Olson as Princess Fiona, 
Keegan Straub as Shrek and Austin Kleinschmidt as 
Donkey.

Above: LS-H drew on elementary, middle and 
high school talent to portray Princess Fiona as she 
grew from a young girl to adult. The roles include 
(left) Elena Thelemann as Young Fiona, (right) Mu-
riel Hilgers as Teen Fiona and (center) Alexa Olson 
as Princess Fiona.

Right: Joe Fixsen, playing Lord Farquaad, sings 
“The Ballad of Farquaad.”

Le Sueur-Henderson students will 
open its fall musical, Shrek, this 
Friday night in the LS-H Middle/
High School auditorium, 901 Ferry 

St., Le Sueur
Students will be putting on three perfor-

mances: Friday, Nov. 19 at 7 p.m., Saturday, 

Nov. 20 at 2 p.m., and Saturday, Nov. 20 at 
7 p.m.

Tickets are $6 for adults, $4 for children, 
and children 5 and younger are free if they 
are sitting on a lap. Activity passes will be 
honored.

Shrek debuts Friday

REFERENDUM
Continued FROM PAGE 1

BPH
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Chuck Frauendienst gives direction to two other Le Sueur veterans during the flag folding 
demonstration at Hilltop.

you were not allowed to have a 
Humvee on the road after dark. 
The situation was extra tense 
because they did not have an 
interpreter that evening, so 
they were communicating us-
ing hand signals.  

Gore and his lieutenant were 
on the street when they real-
ized they were under fire from 
a building near the street. They 
had no idea where the bullets 
were coming from, but they 
took off running for cover, 
while hollering for another 
squad member to open fire on 
the second floor windows. 

At that moment Gore real-
ized he was very grateful for 
suppressive fire because the 
gunman stopped shooting at 
them and ran away. Gore got 
on the radio and called for 
Bradley tank support to come 
extract them from the town. It 
was extremely sobering later to 
realize that someone had actu-
ally been aiming a gun directly 
at him.

He and his fellow soldiers 
spent many nights sleeping in 
the mud or on a cot in a tent 
aerated by shrapnel or in a 
truck, living without showers 
and eating MREs for weeks at a 
time. It was miserable, but they 
learned to tough things out and 
move on to the next thing with 
their heads held high, knowing 
that they survived a situation 
that many people would not 
have been able to handle. 

Maybe he had an angel on 
his shoulder during his tours, 
but he came home with all his 
parts intact, although he suf-
fered permanent damage to 
his left shoulder and his knees, 
which he credits to the time 
spent carrying 70-plus pounds 
of gear. 

He remembers his fallen 
comrades every day and con-
siders himself lucky to make 
it home alive. He is now a fi-
nancial advisor, volunteer as-

sistant fire chief, and married 
with two young sons. Although 
most of his message was very 
somber, he reiterated at the end 
how proud he was to serve. 

After Gore spoke at MNCS 
he remained at the microphone 
for a question and answer sec-
tion. Asked by the Indepen-
dent, “If you knew then, what 
you knew now, would you still 
have volunteered?” He replied, 
“Absolutely. You get caught up 
in the patriotic side of things 
and that’s why you enlist… 
Once the bullets start flying, 
it’s more about the guys you 
are with and the bonds that you 
form. That’s why I would go 
back.”

The other veterans in atten-
dance wrapped up the afternoon 
by introducing themselves and 
sharing a little personal infor-
mation. The one individual who 
really stood out was Mary Ann 
Peck. She explained how she 
joined the Women Accepted 
for Volunteer Emergency Ser-
vice program after President 
Roosevelt opened naval enlist-
ment to women in order to free 
up sailors performing desk jobs 
to join the fighting overseas. 
Peck had been longing to enlist 
and even though she had to get 
her parents permission to go, 
she finally talked them around. 

She loved every minute of 
her service and would sign up 
to go again. Her biggest regret 
was that during most of her ser-
vice, the women were housed 
in hotel rooms so she didn’t get 
the full barracks experience. 
On her final assignment they 
were housed in a dormitory so 
she finally got to sleep in bunk 
beds. 

Editor’s note: Peck turned 
99 on Nov. 14 and is still going 
strong. She credits the Silver 
Sneakers exercise program for 
her longevity.

Left: Sam Gore, a two-tour veteran, spoke to 
youngsters at the Le Sueur-Henderson Middle 
School/High School on Nov. 11 as part of the 
Veterans Day program.
Right: Mary Ann Peck, who participated in the 
Women Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Ser-
vice program during WWII, shared her path to 
the U. S. Navy with the group at the Minnesota 
New Country School.

Rehm asked. “She is thinking 
about being cold while taking 
her state MCA.”

Henderson board members 
Brian Sorenson and Rehm 
also echoed their frustrations 
that the referendum only 
passed among Henderson vot-
ers by a 17-vote margin.

“I expected more out of 
Henderson,” Sorenson said. 
“But at this point  some-
thing needs to get done, and 
as much as I’d love to see an 
elementary remain in Hender-
son, it just doesn’t seem like 
it’s viable anymore.”

Board member Joe Roby, 
who lives in Le Sueur, said at 
least 15 people have told him 
the price tag wasn’t the issue, 
but rather concern over being 
efficient with resources.

Board Chair Brigid Tuck 
aired that some people feel 
like the school district has not 
kept up with Park, and ques-
tion why they should approve 
a new building as a result of 
the alleged neglect.

Except repairs on a school 
are much larger than a private 

citizen’s, and the board can-
not just go ahead and do larg-
er projects, unless they have 
the money in reserves. For 
example, a private citizen can 
go ahead and hire a contrac-
tor to do work like repairing/
replacing a roof.

On the other hand, Park El-
ementary’s roof is currently 
leaking into the gym, and 
since it contains asbestos, the 
replacement and mitigation 
costs are estimated to cost 
$5-10 million. The amount is 
simply too large for the school 
district to cover without a ref-
erendum.

Tuck also shared an Aug. 
3, 2018 article by MREA that 
addressed Long Term Facil-
ity Maintenance spending 
in Minnesota. An additional 
$214-299 per pupil was allo-
cated for LTFM Revenue. 

According to the article, 
“Prior to this funding, the 
largest 25 districts covering 
half of the student body are 
able to spend $2.79 per square 
foot on deferred maintenance 
while the other 314 districts 
with the other half of the Min-
nesota public schools’ student 
body only spend an average 

of $0.58 per square foot.”
“A lot of the general public 

just doesn’t understand that 
we can’t just go to the bank 
and borrow money like we do 
for our homes,” Rehm said. 
“And then we don’t bring in 
enough money on revenues to 
build that Long Term Facility 
Maintenance. When we go for 
these bonds, we are trying to 
fill that bucket of money for 
future repairs. We do [take 
care of our buildings], but we 
have never been able to fill 
that bucket.”
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Outdoors
Sports &

SWIMMING

TCU Titans Swim and Dive makes history at Section 1A meet

volleyball

Julia More earns MRC All-Conference honors

Le Sueur-Henderson 
senior Julia More 
received Minnesota 
River Conference 

All-Conference honors for the 
2021 season.

More is the daughter of 
Dave and Margaret More.  She 
was a four-year letter winner, 
three-year starter, and captain 
this year, and earned All-Con-
ference Honorable Mention in 
2020.  

She has been a consistent 
contributor in her previous 
seasons and was the team’s “go 
to player.”  She is extremely 
versatile and had to play many 
positions for the team due to 
injuries.  

She always had a positive at-
titude, great work ethic inside 
and outside the gym, and was 
very coachable.  While being 
asked to play three different 
positions this year, she still 
recorded 201 kills (2.5/set), a 
hitting percentage of 0.130, a 
serving efficiency of 93% with 
37 aces, 149 set assists, and 78 
digs from matches this season.

LS-H junior setter Morgan 
Schwandt earned MRC All-
Conference Honorable Men-
tion this year.

Other All-Conference selec-
tions included:

Madeline Guetzkow, Mayer 
Lutheran, junior, setter/right 
hitter; Laya Hallquist, Nor-
wood-Young America, junior, 
setter; Morgan Johnson, Nor-
wood-Young America, junior, 
libero; Molly Krentz, Sibley 
East, senior, outside hitter; 
Karla Krocak, Tri-City United, 
junior, middle blocker; Emma 
Lade, Mayer Lutheran, senior, 
setter/right hitter; Leah Lenz, 
Belle Plaine, senior, middle 
hitter; Sydney Meyer, Belle 
Plaine, senior, libero; Gabby 
Wachholz, Mayer Lutheran, 
junior, outside hitter/LB; Lilly 
Wachholz, Mayer Lutheran, 
senior, middle hitter; Carly 
Wolter, Lester Prairie, junior, 
libero; Jennifer Wolter, Sib-
ley East, senior, middle hitter; 
and McKenna Ziemke, Belle 
Plaine, senior, outside hitter.

Aside from Schwandt, Hon-
orable Mention also went to: 

Maddie Dooley, Tri-City 
United, senior, libero; Chloe 
Engelke, Lester Prairie, junior, 
setter; Morgan Halquist, Sib-
ley East, senior, outside hit-
ter; Lilli Kahle, Belle Plaine, 
senior, rightside hitter; Stella 
Maass, Mayer Lutheran, ju-
nior, outside hitter/LB; and 
Lauren Schmidt, Norwood-
Young America, junior, middle 
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Senior Julia More gets a kill against Sibley East. More earned 
MRC All-Conference honors this year and recorded 201 
kills, 37 aces, 149 set assists and 78 digs during matches this 
season.

hitter.
MRC Volleyball Coaches 

named Lilly Wachholz of 
Mayer Lutheran as 2021 Most 
Valuable Player.

Joelle Grimsley of Mayer 
Lutheran was named the Vol-
leyball Coach of the Year by 
conference coaches.
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Left, senior Hailey Juarez received MRC All-Conference 
honors, while right, senior Dylan Novak received MRC 
All-Conference Honorable Mention.

Three LS-H runners 
recognized by MRC

Le Sueur-Henderson seniors Hailey Juarez and Dy-
lan Novak, along with Brandy Wolf, were both 
recognized by the Minnesota River Conference 
this cross country season.

Juarez is the daughter of Ida Juarez and has been a mem-
ber of the LS-H cross country team for the last six years.  
She has been the top runner for the last several years.  She is 
also involved in track and was the subsection champion in 
the 1600 meter race last year. Juarez is a leader on the LS-H 
team who younger runners and teammates have been able 
to look up to. She takes great care in her academics and is 
regularly on the honor roll at LS-H High School.

Novak and Wolf received MRC All-Conference honor-
able mention.

CROSS COUNTRY

The TCU/LS-H Titans 
Swim and Dive team 
had an exciting fin-
ish to its season at 

the Section 1A Swimming and 
Diving Championships, held 
Nov. 10-12.

Eighth-grader Ella Schmies-
ing will be advancing to the 
state meet on Nov. 18-20 at 
the University of Minnesota 
campus for two events.

Schmiesing started off 
by winning the Section 1A 
Championship in the 50 yard 
freestyle. Her seed time of 
24.58 seconds was the best 
of the field of 38 athletes, and 
she beat it by 0.4 seconds, 
finishing in 24.18. This was 
also a new personal best for 
Schmiesing, and a new team 
record. Austin’s Olivia Walsh 
was second in 24.73.

LS-H’s Kendra Westphal 
didn’t make it past the prelim-
inaries, and finished 33rd in 
29.12 seconds. However, the 
time was a personal best for 
Westphal. LS-H senior team-
mate Brooklyn Kahle also 
swam in the preliminaries and 
finished in 38th in 36.69 sec-
onds.

Schmiesing also won the 
Section 1A Championship in 
the 100 yard freestyle event. 
Although her seed time was 
just 0.02 seconds ahead of the 
next swimmer, Schmiesing 
went on to crush it and won 
with a time of 53.02 seconds. 
This was a huge win as it was 
1.27 seconds faster than her 
seed time, and 0.62 seconds 
faster than second place. West-
phal also competed in the event 
and finished in 35th place with 

a time of 1:06.49.
Westphal also competed as 

part of two relay teams. She 
was the final leg on the 200 
yard medley relay with Ellie 
Sladek, Schmiesing and Mal-
lorie Plut, and they turned in a 
time of 2:03.16 to finish in 6th 
place. Mankato West smashed 
the competition in 1:50.36, 
and were almost six seconds 
ahead of second place.

Westphal was also part of the 
200 yard freestyle relay with 
Plut, Sladek and Schmiesing, 
and they finished in 2:15.81 to 
place 9th.

In the end, the Titans fin-
ished in 8th place with 84 
points, which is the highest 
the team has finished so far, 
according to Coach Kristen 
Munden. Mankato West blew 
everyone out of the water with 
402 points, while New Prague 
was a distant second with 291 
points.

“Today was one of the best 
days of my coaching career,” 
Munden said. “I got to put a 
medal on one of mine and sev-
en other athletes...twice.”

ST. PETER MEET
The Titans wrapped up the 

regular season with the St. Pe-
ter invite on Oct. 26.

Schmiesing had an unbe-
lievable performance, as she 
racked up three first place fin-
ishes and a second.

She started the meet off with 
a second place finish in the 
200 yard freestyle relay. This 
is not a typical race for her, 
but it was still an unbeliev-
able race, as she was beaten to 
the board by a mere 0.02 sec-
onds. St. Peter’s Hannah Den-
zer won the event in 2:03.19, 
while Schmiesing was second 
in 2:03.21.

Next up, Schmiesing was 
part of the winning 200 yard 
free relay team with Westphal, 
Sladek and Plut that finished 
in 1:57.62. Technically St. Pe-
ter had two teams who swam 
faster times, but both teams 
scratched (DQ).

A similar thing happened in 
the 100 yard breaststroke, as 
St. Peter’s three individuals 
were DQ’d, but it would not 
have mattered, as Schmies-
ing’s time of 1:13.32 was a 
full eight seconds faster than 
St. Peter’s best swimmer.

Schmiesing’s final win was 
part of the 400 yard free relay 
team. She joined Plut, Bri-
anna Schroeder and Makenna 
Streed, and they turned in a 
time of 4:30.48.

Westphal also competed 
in two individual events. She 
joined Sladek, Julia Odenthal 
and Elizabeth Odenthal in the 
200 yard medley relay, and 
their time of 2:35.15 was good 
for fourth place.

Westphal also turned in an 
individual fourth place finish 
in the 50 yard freestyle. She 
was the first TCU finisher, and 
her time of 30.13 seconds was 
two seconds behind the St. Pe-
ter champion.

Westphal also finished in 
sixth place in the 100 yard free-
style with a time of 1:08.20.

Kahle also competed in 
three JV races. She swam 
34.94 to finish fifth in the 50 
yard freestyle; scratched in the 
100 yard freestyle (but would 
have finished fifth otherwise); 
and was part of the 200 yard 
freestyle relay team that fin-
ished first in 2:28.02.
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Le Sueur-Henderson swimmer Kendra Westphal wrapped up her season at the Section 1A 
meet last week. She was part of the 200 yard medley relay team that finished in 6th place, and 
also finished 33rd in the 50 yard freestyle. Although she finished in 33rd place, her time of 
29.12 seconds was a personal best.

Senior Brooklyn Kahle swam in her final meet at the Section 1A Championship. Coach Kristen 
Munden said, “Her spirit, leadership and positive vibes left us in good spirits at every single 
meet. Kahle also won the team’s Lizzie Trnka award, named after a former founder. “Lizzie’s 
kind heart and warm personality and leadership is exactly what this team is all about which 
is why we decided to honor her... in our captain Brooklyn,” Munden said.


