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Fighting the
invasive spotted
lanternfly

Michael Hill
ASSOCIATED PRESS

When Stephen Nixon recently no-
ticed a “beautiful” spotted lanternfly
by his bag as he skateboarded in
Brooklyn, he heeded the request of city
officials.

He stomped on it.

“Idon’t like killing things. Not many
people do. I'll catch and release cock-
roaches if I find them in my apart-
ment,” Nixon said. But he said it
“seems like something worse” if the in-
sect’s population explodes.

Kill-on-sight requests in New York
City and elsewhere are a part of public
campaigns to fight an invasive insect
now massing and feeding on plants
around much of the Eastern United
States. Pretty with red wing markings,
the spotted lanternfly is nonetheless a
nuisance and a threat — the sort of in-
sect that inspires people to post about
squishing and stomping them on so-

Dirt flies at annual
Clearwater Rodeo

owboys and cowgirls were on center stage ! J

once again for the 42nd annual Silver Bul-
let Saddle Club Rodeo this weekend in
Clearwater. e After a day of intermittent

A native of Asia, the spotted
lanternfly was first identified in the
United States in 2014, northwest of
Philadelphia. It’s likely that insect
eggs came over with a load of
landscaping stones. HEIDE ESTES VIA AP

rain showers, the skies cleared for the first night of
rodeo events Friday. e The featured act this year for
all three days is trick rider/trick shooter Sophie
Duch. e The band Bourbon Creek performed after
Friday's rodeo. Hitchville was scheduled to play fol-

lowing Saturday's event, which also featured a bar-

Morgan Dalchow competes in the breakaway roping event IN BRIEF
during the Silver Bullet Saddle Club’s Clearwater Rodeo on
Sunday before the final rodeo competition at 2 p.m. Friday. St. Cloud man charged with
meth, cocaine possession

T

becue supper before the start of the rodeo. A cowboy
church service and kid's day events are planned for

ST. CLOUD — A St. Cloud man is
charged with three felonies after in-
vestigators with the Minnesota Vio-
lent Offender Task Force uncovered
methamphetamine and cocaine at his
residence Thursday, according to
criminal complaints filed in Stearns
County court.

James Michael Latzke, 41, faces
first-degree, second-degree and third-
degree felony drug charges.

According to police, Latzke sold an
undercover investigator a total of 23.3
grams of meth on July 25 and Aug. 12.

On Thursday, investigators execut-
ed a search warrant at Latzke's resi-
dence as part of an ongoing investiga-
tion into his sale of controlled sub-
stances and recovered 25 grams of
meth, 12 grams of cocaine, an action ri-
fle, THC cartridges, THC gummies,
marijuana and other drug parapherna-
lia.

Latzke was booked in the Stearns
County Jail and had a court appear-
ance Friday morning.
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Top: Mitch Muelken hits the ground during his turn at saddle bronc competition . . .
during the Silver Bullet Saddle Club’s Clearwater Rodeo on Friday in Clearwater. Qualify and switch to America’s
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Young rodeo fans sprint during calf ribbon race during the Silver Bullet Saddle
Club’s Clearwater Rodeo on Friday.
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Carol Lewis serves people, not numbers. She
gives her clients the personal, caring attention
they deserve.

Are you eligible?
PE I You may qualify based on your income or if you currently participate in

federal assistance programs such as Medicaid, Food Stamps (SNAP)
or Supplemental Security Income (SSI). If you're a resident of federally
recognized Tribal Lands, you may qualify for additional discounts.

BOAT See if you qualify and learn how to

apply at www.T-Mobile.com/lifeline
or call1-800-937-8997.
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Call Carol for professional legal services to help
you navigate the disability maze. No matter
where you are in the process—from filling out
the paperwork to handling the appeal—you
are not alone; Carol Lewis can help!

Call for your appointment today!
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