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Salute their service, 
honor their hope

Sept. 2, 2020 marks the 75th Commemoration of the End of World War II, a 
conflict

that claimed the lives of 405,000 U.S. military personnel.
On Sept. 2, 1945, formal surrender documents were signed abroad the 

USS Missouri, designating the day as the official Victory over Japan Day 
(V-J Day). V-J Day was especially momentous–the gruesome and exhausting 
war was officially over. WWII will go down as a bloody battle that ultimately 
helped restore peace to the world.

We need to pay tribute and honor to those who served in WWII as well as 
other conflicts around that same time period. No sacrifice was too great. Ev-
eryone contributed to the war effort. It’s appropriate to salute their service 
and honor their hope in keeping America alive.

The number of survivors of WWII is quickly shrinking as many of them 
are in their mid-90s and older. In Blooming Prairie, there is only one survi-
vor left–Merle McNutt, who is almost 102. There are more living in Owaton-
na, but the list keeps getting smaller as time passes by.

This week the Times is honoring WWII survivors for their bravery and 
heroism in preserving freedom and democracy. Check out our special sec-
tion to get first hand insights into the war that took the lives of 70-85 million 
people across the world.

Thank you to the WWII veterans for their dedicated service. We appreci-
ate your sacrifices made on the battlefields so long ago. The world is a better 
place because of your heroism.

And the 75th anniversary of the end of World War II should serve as a 
reminder to all of us of the ultimate sacrifice made by so many Americans to 
maintain the freedoms we enjoy.

A new twist on fair foods
COVID-19 has 

thrown a mean curve 
ball at all of our plans 
over the past six 
months. This month we 
have gotten to experi-
ence what it’s like to not 
have county or state 
fairs to attend.

I am one of those fair 
junkies who is shriv-
eling up from the lack 
of yummy treats. The 
lifeline to fair food has 
been breeched in the 
face of the pandemic.

Okay, I did take 
advantage of the Fair 
Food Parade at the 
Steele County Fair-
grounds earlier this 
month to at least wet 
my appetite with a few 
food favorites.

But let’s just say it 
wasn’t quite enough 
to head off the urge of 
wanting more fair food.

If there is one 
thing I have learned 
throughout the coro-
navirus from United 
Way President Annette 
Duncan, it’s “innova-
tion out of necessity.” 
She has coined that 
phrase several times 
in revealing what the 
United Way of Steele 
County is doing to rise 
above COVID-19.

Well, I took Duncan’s 
advice and put that into 
action last week. I orga-
nized my first ever Fair 
Food Party at home 
for family members. 
In this particular case, 
innovation is fair food 
party and the necessity 

is curing the withdraw-
als of fair food.

My party featured 
some of the great foods 
we have all come to 
love at the fairs over 
the years. We had deep 
fried cheese curds and 
pickles, oh how the 
grease is still dripping 
off my fingers, pork 
chops on a stick, corn 
dogs, gyros, French 
fries, shave ice, Sweet 
Martha’s cookies 
(made famous at 
the State Fair), pop-
corn-candy mix, home-
made mini donuts and 
some fresh lemonade to 
wash it all down with. 
All right, there was a 
beer or two thrown in 
with it as well.

I like to think my 
treats were nearly as 
good if not better than 
those you can buy at the 
fairs. There are a few 
things I have to perfect 
for next time, but by 
and large everything 
turned out quite well.

The best part of it 
was we fed a party of 10 
people with a fraction 

of what it would have 
cost us at the fair. And 
it was fun to sample so 
many different things 
without having to eat 
a full order. I think 
my waistline is even 
thanking me this week.

We didn’t have to 
fight mobs of people ei-
ther, at least in the case 
of going to the Minne-
sota State Fair, which 
I’m certain would have 
had record attendance 
last Saturday with the 
perfect weather condi-
tions we experienced. 
I don’t think I’ve seen 
such ideal conditions 
like that for quite some 
time. There is some-
thing to be said about 
not battling elbow-to-el-
bow with strangers at 
the State Fair.

I can’t make the 
promise that my food 
party will permanently 
replace outings to the 
fairs in years to come. 
There is just something 
about the fair experience 
that gets in your blood.

If you’re looking for 
something fun to do, I 
suggest having a fair 
food party with your 
friends and relatives. 
It’s pretty easy to do 
and fairly inexpensive. 
It’s a neat way to think 
outside the box and im-
press others with your 
ingenuity.

And it’s a way of 
going in hot pursuit of 
avoiding to miss out on 
fair foods in the COVID 
world we’re living in.

Tammi’s memory lives 
on with her family

It has often said 
that an inspira-
tional way to pay 

tribute to a loved one who 
has passed on, is to plant 
a tree in their honor.

A tree in her honor 
lives on at the residence 
of my niece Michelle who 
lives near Cannon Falls.

Last Saturday was 
the 25th anniversary of 
our daughter Tammi’s 
passing at age 22. She 
suffered from a chronic 
liver disease and died in 
surgery on Aug. 29, 1995. 
She was undergoing her 
second liver transplant, 
the first one being on 
April 15, 1995.

I have written about 
Tammi Jo (Lestrud) pre-
viously and related what 
a courageous, hopeful 
young person she was. 
Tammi also owned an 
infectious smile, one that 
an obituary writer in the 
St. Paul Pioneer Press 
called our attention to in 
a bookmark sent to us.

It often seems like 
we lost Tammi just 
yesterday, rather than a 
quarter of a century ago.

On the date of her 
passing, we as her fam-
ily unit think of various 
ways to remember her. 
Daughter-in-law Nancy 
Lestrud posted Tammi’s 
photo on her Facebook 
page and urged Face-
book fans to share 
memories of Tammi.

Nancy and her hus-
band Troy, our son, and 

their three children sent 
five colorful sunflow-
ers to be placed on her 
grave. Judy and I also 
put three roses on her 
grave and also placed 
two memorial stones 
near her monument.

Niece Michelle 
shared her memories 
of Tammi and related a 
story that we were not 
familiar with, or had 
forgotten.

Here’s Michelle’s 
remembrance: “This is 
about a Ficus tree. My 
Uncle Howard and Aunt 
Judy gave me this plant 
25 years ago.

“It was one of the 
many plants sent in 
remembrance of Tammi 
on the day of her funer-
al, Sept. 1, 1995.

“All those many years 
ago it was only about 
18” tall. Today, this tree, 
which has been through 
all the trials and tribula-
tions of my last 25 years, 
stands tall and proud at 
almost 7 feet tall.

“It is a daily reminder 
of my cousin Tammi 
and her insurmountable 
spirit and zest for life.

“Lestrud’s – as you 
mark this anniversary in 
your lives, please know 
that I am reminded of 
Tammi’s insurmountable 
spirit every day and it is 
my blessing to care for 
and nurture it.

“And if you know me 
at all, you will also know 
that this tree is about 
the most resilient thing 
on the planet. That just 
has to be Tammi, taking 
over when I stumble. 
I love you all.” – Michelle

As you can tell, Tam-
mi has never been forgot-
ten and lives on in our 

hearts with the many 
memories she left us.

The ficus is a genus 
of about 850 species of 
woody trees, shrubs, 
vines, epiphytes and 
hemiepiphytes in the 
family Moraceae.

Collectively known 
as fig trees or figs, they 
are native throughout 
the tropics with a few 
species extending into 
the semi-warm temper-
ate zone. The common 
fig is a temperate spe-
cies native to southwest 
Asia and the Mediter-
ranean region (from Af-
ghanistan to Portugal), 
which has been widely 
cultivated from ancient 
times for its fruit, also 
referred to as figs.

Figs are also of con-
siderable cultural im-
portance throughout the 
tropics, both as objects 
of worship and for their 
many practical uses.

Tammi, we miss you 
but know that many of 
us cherish the imprint 
you have left behind.

DEADLINES
news: noon Fridays.
Web: 11 p.m. (daily) 
advertising: 4 p.m.  
thursdays.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
steele, dodge,  
Freeborn & mower ...... $46
elsewhere  
in minnesota .................... $49
Out of state .......................  $52

Founded in 1893
Bussler Publishing, Inc.

www.SteeleCountyTimes.com
Email: bptimes@frontiernet.net

TımesSTEELE 
COUNTY

Usps 058-340
published weekly on 
Wednesdays
postmaster: send 
address changes to:

steele County times
p.O. box 247
blooming prairie,  
mn 55917
phone: 507-583-4431

2020—9 state awards
2019—7 state awards
2018—6 state and  
4 national awards
2017—2 state and  
3 national awards
2016—8 state and  
6 national awards

2015—7 state and  
4 national awards
2014—3 state and  
3 national awards
2013—7 state and  
2 national awards
2012—2 state awards
2011—4 national awards

A state and national award winning weeklyETHICS: The Steele County Times editorial 
staff strives to present the news in a fair 
and accurate manner. Please bring any 
grievances against the Steele County Times 
to the attention of the Managing Editor.

Publisher .....................................Rick Bussler
Office Assistant .............. Sherrie Pechan
Staff Writer ....................... Howard Lestrud
County Writer ..........Karen M. Jorgensen
County Writer ....................... Chris Baldwin

(awards presented by the minnesota newspaper 
association and the national newspaper associations)

MINNESOTA 
NEWSPAPER

ASSOCIATION

OUR VIEW

GUEST COLUMN

Safety measures help to contain  
spread of COVID-19

BY DR. BRIAN 
BUNKERS AND  

DR. SUMIT BHAGRA

We are entering our 
third season – spring, 
summer and now fall 
– of COVID-19 and an 
unprecedented global 
pandemic. At each turn, 
we learn more about 
this virus and new ways 
to treat those infected, 
and how to better con-
tain the spread.

By now, we are 
all familiar with the 
main ways to keep our 
community safe – hand 
washing, appropriate 
distancing and wear-
ing a mask. We do this 
to keep ourselves and 
those closest to us from 
being exposed, and we 
do it to avoid unknow-
ingly spreading the 
virus to others.

At Mayo Clinic, like 
other public spaces 
and places of business, 
many measures have 
been put into place to 
keep patients and staff 
safe, including wearing 
masks. Per Gov. Walz’s 
recent Executive Order, 
places of business can 
impose stricter guide-
lines than the statewide 
mask mandate. This is 
particularly important 
in a clinic and hospi-
tal setting, as many 
patients are already in 
a high-risk category for 
contracting the virus. 
If you are coming to a 
Mayo Clinic facility, 
please remember all pa-

tients and visitors will 
be required to wear a 
mask while on Mayo 
Clinic property.

Our safety measures 
also include the addi-
tion of staff members 
who conduct a health 
screening upon entry 
in our facilities. They 
ask every patient and 
visitor coming to the 
campus a series of 
important screening 
questions and take 
their temperature to de-
termine if it is appropri-
ate for them to proceed 
inside the building. 
Behind the scenes, 
all of our staff follow 
self-screening protocols 
established during 
the pandemic. These 
preventive measures 
also mean that we have 
had to revise previous 
practices and no longer 
allow walk-ins for a 
non-emergency visit. 
If someone comes to a 
facility for non-emer-
gency care without an 
appointment, they will 
be asked to leave and 
call to schedule a time 
for a visit. We recognize 
that this can be frus-
trating, especially if 
you are not feeling well, 
and we appreciate your 
cooperation.

Details about pre-
paring for in-person 
appointments can be 
found on the Mayo 
Clinic Health System 
COVID 19 website. If 
you call for an appoint-
ment, please note that 

the call volumes are 
high. If you hang up 
and call back, you will 
lose your place in the 
queue and may wait 
even longer. If you 
prefer to access your 
care without coming 
into the clinic, be sure 
to sign up for Patient 
Online Services (the 
Mayo Clinic patient 
portal) to message your 
care team and sched-
ule a virtual visit for a 
number of primary and 
specialty care appoint-
ments.

We have all had 
to make adjustments 
to our routines and 
practices at home and 
at work as we navigate 
this pandemic togeth-
er. On behalf of Mayo 
Clinic Health System, 
we wish to thank our 
amazing staff, patients 
and visitors for the co-
operation and commit-
ment they have shown 
to keep our community 
as safe as possible. We 
are all in this together 
and will continue to 
provide high-quality 
care with your health 
and safety in mind.

Dr. Brian Bun-
kers is the CEO of 
Mayo Clinic Health 
System in Faribault 
and Owatonna while 
Dr. Sumit Bhagra is 
chair of Southeast 
Minnesota Safety 
Management and 
Resources Team for 
Mayo Clinic.
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SUBMITTED PHOTO
This is a ficus tree. It has 
kept Tammi Lestrud's 
memory very much alive. 

By Jordan Gerard
Editor, Th e Caledonia Argus

Th e vitality of Spring Grove’s 
Main Street still shines bright and 
attractive, as an existing business 
plans to make space in the Bluff  
Country Artists Gallery building. 

Heart Rock Coff ee of Caledonia 
will split the space with the gallery, 
as Jeff  and Tricia Babinski plan to 
remodel and move into the new 

space. Th e Babinski’s recently pur-
chased the building. 

“I just got a good feeling about 
this building. I love that it’s on 
Main Street,” Tricia Babinski said. 
“Th e partnership was available to 
us. Th at was important. Th e gallery 
will still be here in the building.”

Imagine if you will, the ESB 
depository will be removed to 
make way for a separate entrance. 
On the left  side will be the gallery 

and all of its off erings. 
On the right, Heart Rock Cof-

fee, which will have a small retail 
space and a large picture window to 
watch the coff ee roasting process. 

Antique oak doors given to the 
couple by Tricia’s father will enter 
into the roasting space. Th e front 
space will have Heart Rock Coff ee’s 
wide variety of roasted coff ee beans 
and woodwork by Jeff . 

Eventually, Tricia said she plans 
to hold coff ee classes, such as tast-
ings and the history behind coff ee 
roasting. Th e gallery can also rent 
out the front space for art classes 
too. 

Tricia said the retail shop will 
support the small coff ee shops in 
the area. Right now, those are Free 
Range Exchange in Hokah, Th e 
Wired Rooster in Caledonia, the 
Caledonia Bakery and Red’s IGA in 
Spring Grove. 

Before that can happen, there’s a 
bit of remodeling to do, including 
adding a bathroom on the gallery 
side, tiling the fl oor in the roast-
ing space, adding a separating wall 
with a picture window, then bring 
in the roasting supplies and also 
install a chimney stack. 

“It’s an opportunity to expand. 
We’re looking at this year, getting 
a bigger roaster and to reach out to 
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Snowscapes and sub-zero temps

Heart Rock Coff ee snags Main Street 
spot in Spring Grove

The Bluff Country Artists Gallery building was purchased by Jeff 
and Tricia Babinski of Caledonia, who plan to share the space with 
their coffee roasting company, Heart Rock Coffee.

Jordan Gerard/The Caledonia Argus
Here’s to warmer temperatures on tap for this week! Houston County survived an artic air blast for the 
past week and a half, 5-6 inches of snow two weeks ago and fi nally, temperatures are staying above 
20 degrees at least for a few days. This view looks over Riceford Creek near Hidden Bluffs Resort on 
the snowmobile trail northwest of Spring Grove.

By Jordan Gerard
Editor, Th e Caledonia Argus

Two Houston High School 
seniors have been awarded the Tri-
ple A award for the 2020-21 school 
year. 

Minnesota State High School 
League Triple A award stands for 
Academics, Arts and Athletics. 

To qualify for the Triple A 
award, seniors must: be a high 
school senior, have a cumulative 
GPA of 3.0 or higher, participate in 
at least one league-sponsored ath-
letic program and one arts/activ-
ity program, comply with MSHSL’s 
Student Code of Conduct and com-
plete the application form and sub-
mit it by the deadline.

Houston seniors Noah Kingsley 
and Allison Papenfuss have earned 
the 2021 Triple A award.

Allison Papenfuss
Current GPA or at time of appli-

cation: 4.0
Art activities: I play the alto 

saxophone in senior high band.
Athletic participation: I partici-

pate in volleyball, basketball, and 
track and fi eld.

What makes you strive for suc-
cess in school? I am self-motivated 
to do the best and strive for excel-
lence in school. 

What are your current plans 
aft er high school? I am currently 
planning to attend North Dakota 
State University to study radiologic 
sciences.

What would you tell your peers 
who also look for success? Suc-
cess doesn’t come easy. You have 
to work hard for it and learn from 
your mistakes. 

Noah Kingsley
Current GPA or at time of appli-

cation: 3.6
Art activities: Choir
Athletic participation: Basket-

ball
What makes you strive for suc-

cess in school? I want to get into 
college and get good grades for 
sports. 

What are your current plans for 
aft er high school? Attend Winona 
State University

What would you tell your peers 
who also look for success? Just keep 
working, always fi nd diff erent ways 
or people to keep you motivated. 

Houston seniors earn Triple A award

By Craig Moorhead
Th e Caledonia Argus

With a major rebuild of the City 
of Caledonia’s wastewater treat-
ment plant looming on the hori-
zon, city council members autho-
rized staff  to apply for some serious 
funding from the Minnesota Public 
Facilities Authority (PFA) on Mon-
day, Feb. 8.

Th e city has already been award-
ed a $7 million State of Minnesota 
grant to help pay for the project. 
And the actual PFA low-interest 
loan amount which would be need-
ed to pay for the rest of the cost 
could remain a moving target for 
quite some time. But the resolution 
to apply for the loan pegged the  
amount at $10,559,889. 

“Because we’re going to have 
some contingency (funds) built in 
there, your fi nal loan amount won’t 
be determined until the project’s 
done...” Caledonia clerk/adminis-
trator Adam Swann told the coun-

Caledonia City Council resolves to borrow $10.5 million

Submitted
A layout of what Caledonia’s new wastewater treatment plant will look like. For reference, Old High-
way Drive is in the upper right corner of the photo.

By Jordan Gerard
Editor, Th e Caledonia Argus

More than a few years in the making, it 
seems Houston’s projected Off -Highway Vehicle 
(OHV) trail is moving along as more decisions 
are made by the Houston City Council. 

Th e resolutions passed at Houston City 
Council’s regular meeting on Feb. 9 does not 
necessarily mean the Off -Highway Vehicle proj-
ect will or will not happen, but it does set a few 
requirements in motion and take a few more 
steps. 

First of all, the council accepted a sound test 
proposal from OHV Acoustics LLC from Ran-
dom Lake, Wisconsin, for $2,000. Grant funds 
can be used to pay for the study. 

Owner and engineer Alexander Bub said 
sound tests would be run per two Minnesota 
departments, the Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency (MPCA) and Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR). Th e MPCA’s regula-
tion 7030.0040 test will include readings aver-
aged over an hour of time, while the DNR’s 
J1287 is a test that every OHV has to pass before 
being allowed on a trail. Th is test also applies to 

larger 4x4s, such as Jeeps.
Th e company doesn’t stop there, as a back-

ground sound level is also averaged for an hour 
at property line locations closest to the nearest 
neighbor’s properties. Multiple positions are 
recorded at the same time using multiple sound 
level meters. 

It’s not just one OHV that is used for testing. 
OHV Acoustics uses a minimum of eight OHV’s 
on the trail for an hour, each of which need to 

Houston Council moves OHV trail project along
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Continued on page 9

CALEDONIA COUNCIL
Continued on page 3

HEART ROCK COFFEE
Continued on page 2

Wednesday, September 9, 2020

Reporting the news of the Mille Lacs area since 1913

$100

 Mille LacsMessenger
Alien Book 

Club
Former Aitkin 

drummer joins a 
punk band in the 
Twin Cities scene

page 11

Public health update 
at county board

by T.A. LeBrun
news.messenger@apgecm.com

As county commissioners, county 
administration and the historic court-
house audience gathered in person for 
the regular meeting and work session on 
Sept. 1, Mille Lacs Community Health 
Services Administrator and Supervisor 
Kay Nastrom was video-fed into the 
meeting as she has been for the last sev-
eral months while working from home. 
Approximately 35% of county employ-
ees are working from home from var-
ious departments, minus the sheriff’s 
department. 

Nastrom updated the board and those 
gathered on the COVID-19 conditions 
around the state and locally. 

As of Sept. 1, 2020, Minnesota had 
76,355 total positive cases with 502 
newly reported cases and six new deaths 
on that day. In Mille Lacs County, a 
total of 101 positive cases have been re-
ported to date with three deaths in the 

County to 3

by Evan Orbeck
evan.orbeck@apgecm.com

On Aug. 17, Onamia School Board held 
their regularly monthly meeting, working 
through their usual agenda items amid on-
going concerns about their plan to re-open 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. One item 
in particular among the evening’s new 
business presented the district’s taxpayers 
a potential saving over the next 11 years. 
Michael Hart, Director of Public Finance 

with PMA, who was serving at the dis-
trict’s municipal advisor for the refinanc-
ing, provided a virtual presentation on 
how the district could refinance a $7.725 
million bond, previously approved by ref-
erendum in 2012.

As Hart explained the issue before the 
board involved refinancing the referen-
dum-approved bonds that the school 
board had issued in 2012, which now to-
talled $7.725 million outstanding. By re-
financing these bonds now, Hart said the 
district could reduce its interest rates and 

Onamia School Board pursues potential tax savings

OSB to 13

PHOTO BY T.A. LEBRUN

Ranger, one of the Amish family’s dogs, stands curious for a photo. As is customary for the 
Amish, photography of themselves is not allowed as humility is their objective. However, 
they allowed Ranger to take part in the photo op.

Amish holding up well amid COVID 
by T.A. LeBrun
news.messenger@apgecm.com

As several children in 
the Amish community lo-
cated north of Isle gather 
around the barn activity 
at the Hershberger farm, 
Mr. Hershberger, the fa-
ther of the children, calls 
out to them in their native 
Pennsylvania Deutsch. 
They respond in the same 
language. He turns back, 
seamlessly transitioning 
back to English and con-
tinues the conversation. He 
explains that Pennsylvania 
Deutsch is a combination 
of German, English and a 
“little bit of Swedish” when 
asked about his language.

The children gather 
around seeming very inter-
ested in why a stranger was 
there. They are friendly and 
timidly wave, curious but 
cautious at the same time. 

Amish to 3

Cases continue to 
rise in counties

Ideal projected savings could 
total nearly $900,000

PHOTO BY EVAN ORBECK

Onamia School board, Brian Barnett, Shelly Stecker, Angel Oehrlein, Superin-
tendent JJ Vold, Virgil Wind, Lisa Anderson, and Ben Husom.

Stauber visit
Congressman Pete 
Stauber visits Milaca 
to address COVID-19
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Henning Happenings
Chad Koenen

The Prairie Spy
Alan “Lindy” Linda

City council 
needs to 
conduct an 
investigation
To the Editor,
 At the last City Council 
meeting Jane Cook, Co-Di-
rector of  the ambulance 
department, read a state-
ment regarding a disturb-
ing meeting she had with 
Councilman Jim Haberer. 
In her statement to the City 
Council last week, Jane 
said Jim asked for her res-
ignation as a director or 
she could possibly be ter-
minated. She also contend-
ed he told her she could 
possibly lose her pension 
and attorneys may be in-
volved. Coming from a city 
of  Henning superior, this 
was extremely threatening 
to Jane.
 Jane questioned why 
that would be and what 
she had done to justify the 
threat. According to her 
statement to the council 
last week, Jane said Jim 
mentioned several topics 
all of  which she had rea-
sonable answers for from 
her perspective as Direc-
tor with more knowledge 
than he had about these 
accusations. Jane soon un-
derstood that this was not a 
fact fi nding mission or any 
off er to be of  help, so she 
sought to end the meeting.
 Jane called me, Reg-
gie Thiel, and ask to meet 
which we did soon after the 
meeting with Jim. My wife 
joined us and Jane told us 
what happened. I was quite 
angered at what must be a 
certain breach of  protocol; 
the threats to her position; 
and the potential loss of  
her pension earned from 
22 years on the ambulance 
team. She questioned if  she 

was going to need an attor-
ney.
 The next two weeks 
were emotionally charged 
for Jane and her husband  
Kevin, living with unfound-
ed charges for two weeks 
until the next City Council 
meeting where she could 
tell of  her experience. De-
termined, with courage 
and a refusal to be a vic-
tim by suff ering in silence, 
Jane presented a statement 
about what happened to the 
City Council.
 Following, Councilman 
Haberer initially denied 
he met with Jane but then 
said it was only as a friend. 
He then denied Jane’s al-
legation that he told Jane 
she needed to resign or face 
termination; that attorneys 
could be involved, and that 
she faced possible loss of  
pension. These four threats 
are the very and the only 
reasons Jane brought this 
before the Council.
 I am angered at the brief  
consideration the council 
members gave this seri-
ous issue regarding the 
conduct of  a fellow coun-
cil member. I’m further 
angered that a motion by 
Councilman Wes Johnson 
to investigate this conduct 
further could not get a sec-
ond by the other members. 
 This dismissive treat-
ment by a credible and 
devoted Department Head 
is not going to be so easily 
swept under the rug. I trust 
the community at large 
will not allow this to stand. 
It needs to be fully investi-
gated and a reasoned con-
clusion made.
 If  this meeting had just 
been about some concerns 
then that is to believe Jane 
was so off ended that in a 
matter of  a few hours she 
concocted a scheme of  lies 
about what Councilman 
Haberer said. Instead, Jane 

immediately documented 
what was said and she told 
a couple trusted friends 
who would believe her and 
off er some needed emotion-
al support. 
 I am calling for the Mayor 
and the Council to convene 
and conduct a full investi-
gation to arrive at the rea-
soned truth. That should 
include possible motivation 
for Jane to be removed and 
if  there were others of  like 
mind involved behind the 
scenes. I am also encour-
aging the public at large 
to read Jane’s statement 
and contact the Mayor 
and Council members. A 
copy of  Co-Director Jane’s 
statement that was written 
from her documentation is 
a matter of  public record 
and is available at the city 
offi  ce. 

Reggie Thiel,
Henning

Breakfast 
on the Farm 
returns to 
OT County
To the Editor,
 As we all know, we had 
to skip a lot of  great events 
due to the COVID pandem-
ic over the last year. One of  
those events was the EOT 
Breakfast on the Farm. I 
am happy to say it is back 
in 2021, and I hope you will 
be able to join us. The lo-
cal agriculture community 
and a host of  volunteers 
are all geared up for this 
year’s EOT Breakfast on 
the Farm event. This year’s 
event will be held on Sat-
urday, Aug. 14, at the Twin 
Spruce Farm North located 
north of  Perham at 48285 
County Highway 51, Per-
ham (follow the signs). This 

recently completely remod-
eled dairy farm is owned 
and operated by Arnie and 
Kris Gruenes and their sev-
en children. Pancakes and 
sausage will be served from 
7 a.m. to 12 p.m., all cooked 
and served by the members 
of  the local farming com-
munity.
 This family friendly 
event is a great opportu-
nity for non-farming fam-
ilies to connect with our 
local farming families and 
ag professionals to learn 
about modern farming op-
erations and how our local 
agricultural community 
works together to produce 
our food. In addition to 
getting an old-fashioned 
breakfast, those that attend 
will have the chance to ask 
those burning questions 
they have always had about 
agricultural production in 
the area. Attendees will be 
able to get an up-close look 
at an operating dairy farm, 
the machinery and technol-
ogy used in farming today, 
and many diff erent types 
of  livestock displayed. 4H 
and FFA members will be 
on hand to assist with an-
swering questions about 
the various animals, along 
with many activities for the 
kids.
 I would like to encourage 
everyone to mark their cal-
endars and plan to attend 
this family friendly event. 
Agriculture lives at the 
core of  our society in Ot-
ter Tail County. The EOT 
Breakfast on the Farm is 
one way we can ensure that 
we build and maintain a 
connection and apprecia-
tion for the farming com-
munity. You can fi nd out 
more about the event at 
www.Eotbreakfastonthe-
farm.com.

Darren Newville
District Manager, EOT 

SWCD

 I may not remember the 
name of  my junior high 
home economics teacher 
from Windom High School, 
but I am pretty sure she will 
remember mine. 
 At one point during my 
year in home economics, 
I didn’t know there was 
a diff erence between salt 
and sugar when cooking—I 
mean both are white right? 
When someone had the sug-
ar on the other side of  the 
room I used some salt as a 
substitute, since they looked 
very similar.
 By the end of  the class 
period it was pretty obvious 
my cookies were a disaster. 
As part of  the class we had 
to make enough cookies to 
give each student one, while 
also providing our teacher a 
cookie to taste test herself. It 
was kind of  a public sham-
ing for people like me who 
struggled to even butter 
toast correctly. 
 As she got to my cookie, 
she immediately spit it out 
and asked what I did. I told 
her I used that white stuff  
to make the cookies and fol-
lowed the directions.
 I’ll never forget the snide-
ness in her tone when she 
asked “did you by chance 
use salt instead of  sugar?”
 I could only muster out a 
response of, “yeah but what 
is the diff erence they look 
the same don’t they?”
 She then turned to me and 
reminded the entire class 
to taste the food they cook 
before they give it to other 
people. She instructed the 
class to immediately throw 
my cookies in the garbage. 
She proceeded to ask me 
why I didn’t try the cookies 
myself, before I gave them to 
her.
 “I did try them,” I replied. 
“I took one bite and they 
were terrible so I threw it 
away.”
 The look of  shock on her 
face was priceless. Need-
less to say I did not do good 
in home economics and it 
wasn’t until I got to college 
and lived with a person who 
thought he was a profession-
al chef  (this was usually at 
2 in the morning), when I 
fi nally learned how to make 
a hamburger that wasn’t 
bleeding, or so hard it was 
like a hockey puck. 
 I also learned an import-
ant science experiment 
during this time, which is, if  
you leave a pot of  water boil-
ing all night, when you get 
up in the morning the water 
will be gone and the pan will 
be empty. 
 That leads me to this 
point. Schools from across 
the country have had to 
eliminate home economics 
classes due to budget con-
straints and an inability to 
fi nd teachers for the classes. 
 While Henning hasn’t had 
a home economics teacher 
in a number of  years, they 
do off er students the chance 
to learn real life skills in Eli 
Hill’s home survival classes. 
The classes teach students 
things like how to change 
a tire, how to change their 
oil, how to insulate a house 
or even things as basic as 
how to change blinker fl uid 
(and if  you think a vehicle 
has blinker fl uid you should 
probably sign up for his 
class—immediately).
 You see, as important as 

it is to learn things from a 
book, it is also important for 
students to learn how to do 
things on their own so they 
won’t need to call their par-
ents until they are 35. 
 After all, you don’t want 
to be in your 20s before you 
fi nally learn how to make 
pancakes—no joke I didn’t 
know how to make pan-
cakes from a mix until my 
last year of  college. Now you 
may see why my kids still 
want to sign me up for the 
TV show “Worst Cooks in 
America.” If  they had only 
seen me before.

Thanks to volunteers
 After most of  our summer 
events were canceled last 
year due to COVID-19, our 
community has been abuzz 
over the past few weeks 
with town festivals around 
just about every corner. You 
forget sometimes how much 
there is to do in our area 
during the summer months, 
but these events that we en-
joy don’t come without the 
help and work of  volunteers 
across each of  our commu-
nities.
 Oftentimes we take for 
granted the work of  these 
people, who take time out 
of  their work day to make 
phone calls, organize events 
and coordinate schedules 
to make even the simplest 
things go off  without a hitch. 
Whether that be making 
sure the parade line up is 
set, the bounce houses are 
on order, or even that the 
food is ordered for the food 
stand. Without the work of  
these volunteers our town 
celebrations wouldn’t be a 
reality.
 With less and less people 
willing to contribute to mak-
ing these events a success, 
the planning of  these events 
continue to fall on a dwin-
dling number of  people who 
are expected to complete 
their work during the day, 
while also making sure the 
community can have a cele-
bration of  its own.
 Unfortunately, all-too-of-
ten the work of  these vol-
unteers are cut down after 
the fact by people who think 
they could do a better job, 
even though they are un-
willing or don’t want to be 
a part of  the planning, or-
ganizing and working at the 
events themselves. 
 So for all of  the volunteers 
for events like the Henning 
Festival, OtterFest, Ottertail 
Community Auction, fl y-in 
breakfast, Watermelon Day, 
Deer Trails Day, the Land-
mark Center Corn Feed, 
Lions Steak Fry, bike rodeo 
and many more, thank you. 
Your work is appreciated 
and we know that without 
your dedication our sum-
mer would be a little more 
boring and unsafe. If  you 
don’t believe me just look 
back to last year to see how 
much fun you had. 

 Rarely a day or a week 
or a month goes by but 
what I learn something 
new. Sometimes it’s not 
that it’s so really new, or 
earth-shaking, monumen-
tal or whatever. Sometimes 
it’s just that two and two 
come together and one gets 
four.
 Or kind of. So here’s what 
I’ve realized in the last bit 
of  time, say, one month; 
maybe even less. First, it’s 
about mosquitoes. I’m a 
blood-type O positive, and 
according to all the litera-
ture out there, I’m the fi rst 
one that blood-sucking in-
sects zero in on.
 Be it mosquitoes, no-see-
ums, wood ticks, chiggers, 
whatever--if  any of  them 
are around, and I’m in a 
bunch of  people, the next 
thing you know I’m being 
chewed on. And when they 
chew on me, the result is 
some artistically impres-
sive welts, red around the 
edges out to the size of  a 
fi fty-cent piece.

 Even better, they’ll itch 
well into the next month. 
I guess I’m pretty tasty. So 
when a daughter bought 
me what I call a “bug suck-
er,” I was pretty interested. 
(If  you’re also interested, 
and are being bitten, look 
up on Amazon “bug suck-
er.” One will come up.)
 What they are is a little 
plastic plunger-kind-of-
thing which one puts on 
a bite. When you pull up 
on the plunger, it pulls the 
venom or whatever out of  
the bite. Now, in theory, 
this should work. It’s sim-

ilar to sucking the venom 
out of  a snake bite, more or 
less.
 Does it work? Yes. And 
no. It has worked on a deer 
fl y bite. It has worked on a 
wood tick bite. It has also 
not worked on them. If  one 
was a baseball player, and 
hit half  the balls thrown 
in his direction, his result-
ing average would be .500. 
That’s pretty good, huh?
 The best thing I’ve seen 
when it comes to avoiding 
mosquito bites is a good 
smudge fi re. Notice that 
there are not many mos-
quitoes around lately? 
That’s because Canada has 
turned into a million-acre 
smudge fi re. Sure, it’s hard 
to breathe, but the upside 
is that the mosquito popu-
lation is breathlessly fl ying 
around on IFR, lost in the 
smoke. (Yeah, I know. We 
cannot breathe either; as 
usual, blessings are mixed.)
 The next thing that I’ve 
learned is that wealth can 

be measured in many ways. 
How big a house. How many 
acres. How many cars. 
Trucks. Tools. How much 
money. I however have dis-
covered a new algorithm to 
measure wealth.
 It’s by the number of  
towels you own. A recent 
family get-together here, 
which now includes a num-
ber of  female teenagers, 
has helped me develop this 
latest arithmetic measure-
ment.
This statistical cohort, 
which numbers about fi ve 
young girls, has helped me 
develop this formula for 
predicting wealth.
 I just washed and hung 
28 bath towels on the line 
to dry. Do the math. I have 
a wealth of  young girls, by 
any analysis. 
 I truly am a wealthy 
man.
 And just darned fortu-
nate. They were here only 
one weekend.
 Another mixed blessing.

Flying blind A failure in the 
kitchen shows 
the importance 
of life lessons

This week in 
Carlton County’s 

only independent, 
locally owned 
newspaper.
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Inside
It started on these pages back on Page 20 on March 13, 2020. 
A story about a new term, “social distancing,” and how it was being 
employed locally and worldwide to stem the spread of a deadly 
virus, now known as Covid-19. For more than 50 issues, we’ve 
brought readers the latest in what is certainly a historic chapter in 
our lives.

We doubt anyone is saying the past year just fl ew by. It was a slog, 
and continues to be, albeit with hope on the horizon with dropping 
cases and more vaccinations. 

Today’s Extra section, beginning on Page 9, features a slice of 
pandemic life from Pine Knot News readers. They shared some of 
the projects they’ve done in the past year, words they have written, 
puzzles assembled. 

We continue to welcome your thoughts on the milestone of a 
pandemic year in the books. See if today’s section inspires you. 
Email us at news@PineKnotNews.com

For a year I’ve been begging 
Stockholm syndrome to kick 
in. To get used to the Covid-19 

pandemic holding us hostage. Find 
a groove and take it through the 
murky tunnel. Find that a world 
turned upside 
down isn’t so bad 
a� er all. Maybe 
even miss it once it 
ends.  

Fat chance.
If you are like 

me, and many peo-
ple I’ve spoken to in 
the past few weeks, 
the light at the end 
of this tunnel — 
shown with more 
access to vaccinations and tumbling 
case rates — is reason for hope.

But I am tired. Drained. I’ve hit 
the wall.

I took a few days o�  this month 
and all I did was sleep, for 12 hours 
at a time. � en napping, then 12 
more.

A normal year provides stress 
enough. A pandemic year just 
ampli� es and complicates all of it. 
Child care. Elder care. Relationship 
care. Job care. It’s all so taxing.

� is job of newspapering, of 
chronicling what is happening 
across Carlton County, has been ex-
cruciatingly di�  cult amid all those 
personal crises.

� e death stories have haunted 
me. Trying to keep up with hourly 
changes in what we can and can’t 
and should be doing has le�  us sim-
ply throwing our hands up in the 
air some days. Sta�  here have had to 
come in contact with the public and 
each other more than we wanted to, 
especially in the peak transmission 
times of last spring and fall.

Many particular joys of this job 
have been at ebb. � e big stu�  of 
town celebrations snu� ed, the little 
stu�  gone too. All the bright things 
we like to sew into this Pine Knot 
News quilt each week have been 
dimmed for more than a year.

We are still journalists, of course, 
and we have not shied away from 
the duty to provide readers with vi-
tal information. If there is one thing 
driving us through this pandemic, it 
is that thrumming responsibility. It 
has been a chore and a pride for us.

And there has been light. I recall 
the story about county musicians 
and their friends teaming up for a 
video song of hope. 

Continued on Page 5

Mike 
Creger
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Hitting 
the skids 
on Covid

A YEAR LIKE 
NO OTHER
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Call us for
Auto - Home - Business - Farm - ATV - Cabin

and most other insurance needs you have!

KayLynn Tuhkanen    Aaron Peterson, CIC
Agent / Owner

Holly Peterson, CIC
Agent / Owner

619 Sunnyside Drive • Cloquet 
218.879.4444 • UpNorthIns.com

Great Rates, Call Today! 
• AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS 

• FARM • ATV • CABIN 
Locally Owned Independent 

Insurance Agency. Since 2014. Holly Peterson, CIC
Agent/Owner

Aaron Peterson, CIC
Agent/Owner

Kaylynn Tuhkanen
Agent

2020-2021 Better Newspaper Contest Page 23 

Non-Multi Day 3,001 - 7,000
First Place: Aitkin Independent Age, Aitkin, Kat Robb
Second Place: Ely Echo, Ely, Tom Coombe
Third Place: Sauk Rapids Herald, Ellarry Prentice

Expressions by El

Non-Multi Day over 7,001
First Place: North News, Minneapolis, Harry Colbert
Second Place: Blaine / Spring Lake Park / Columbia Heights / 

Fridley Life,  Jonathan Young

All Multi-Day
First Place: Grand Forks Herald, Chuck Haga
Second Place: The Forum of Fargo/Moorhead, Rob Port
Third Place: Post Bulletin, Rochester, Steve Lange

Oddchester

neWs Photo

Non-Multi Day up to 1,000
First Place: Verndale Sun, Trinity Gruenberg

Two teens injured in collision
Second Place: Westbrook Sentinel/Tribune, Tom Merchant

Fall Plowing as gulls are feeding
Third Place: Verndale Sun, Kathy Wiire

Fifty-one acres burned in grass fire

Non-Multi Day 1,001 - 1,500
First Place: Monticello Times, Jeffrey Hage

St. Paul man dies in I-94 rollover crash
Second Place: Benton County News, Foley, Jakob Kounkel

October snow sets new record
Third Place: Montgomery Messenger, Wade Young

Fire destroys home

Non-Multi Day 1,501 - 3,000
First Place: Pine Journal, Cloquet, Jamey Malcomb

Rally demands justice for Cloquet murder victims
Second Place: The Star Post, Melrose, Carol Moorman

Magic moments
Third Place: Steele County Times, Blooming Prairie, Rick Bussler

Numb From the Fire

Wednesday,
June 9, 2021

Total confirmed positive cases: 1612 
Total cases reported last week: 1598
Total COVID-19 related deaths: 21
People with one vaccine dose: 5825

People with complete vaccine series: 5454

Wadena County COVID-19 Update:

Todd County:

www.inhnews.com
Volume 127, Issue 19

Local $35
MN $40

Outstate $45
Online $35

Print with online $55

Subscription 
Information:

e-mail: verndalesun@inhnews.com
218-445-6397 • 121 Farwell St. South

PO. Box E • Verndale, MN 56481
A division of Benning Printing & Publishing, Inc.

Total confirmed positive cases: 2852 
Total cases reported last week: 2846
Total COVID-19 related deaths: 32 
People with one vaccine dose: 7280

People with complete vaccine series: 6807

 A new selection of  “Poems of Hope and 
Reassurance” are being featured on Th e Po-
etry Walk at Green Island in Wadena. Th e 
poets featured in June include Wayne F. Al-
bertson, Donna Isaac, Carol Masters, Ran-
dall D. Shelley, David Winkelman and Mark 
Vinz.
 Green Island is a 60-acre parcel of land 
within the city of Wadena owned by Kent 
Scheer and Vicki Chepulis whose steward-
ship of the land includes making a space 
where people are invited to enjoy the peace 
and beauty of a carefully cultivated space for 
experiencing nature.  

 Like the gardens of Europe, there are 
places to stroll through the woods, to sit un-
der a tree and read or enjoy a picnic lunch 
with a friend.   
 Th e land also includes a working or-
chard, gardens of rare herbs, wild deer, and 
white doves who coo soft ly from their dove-
cote. 
 Dotted throughout the park-like atmo-
sphere are sculptures created by Kent.  
 Th e Poetry Walk compositions are post-
ed alternately on the 12 small information 
stations along Green Island trails. Th ese 
alternate with educational texts providing 

information on the purpose and function of 
Green Island’s new forest.
 Each month a diff erent selection of poets 
will be featured on the Poetry Walk from the 
project “More Poems of Hope and Reassur-
ance”.  
 Th is project was created by Lina Belar, a 
fi scal year 2021 recipient of a Creative Sup-
port for Individuals Grant from the Minne-
sota State Arts Board. 
 Green Island is located at 850 Scheer 
Drive, Wadena. It is open to the public from 
9 a.m. to 9 p.m.   

 Poems of hope and reassurance on 
Th e Poetry Walk at Green Island

Four vehicles involved in crash on Highway 71

On June 1, at approximately 11:40 a.m., the Minnesota State Patrol responded to and investigated a multi-vehicle crash. Th ree ve-
hicles were southbound on Highway 71: a 1997 Chevrolet pickup, driven by Brian Crider, 59, of Clarissa; followed by a 2019 Indian 
Chieft ain motorcycle, driven by Trent Fore, 33, of Hewitt; followed by a 1999 Chevrolet Monte Carlo, driven by a 16-year-old female 
from Eagle Bend. A 1999 Chevrolet Silverado pickup, driven by a 16-year-old male from Sebeka, pulled out in front of the three 
vehicles aft er making a left  turn from westbound County Road 100 onto southbound Highway 71. As Crider and Fore attempted to 
avoid the hazard, the 16-year-old female rear-ended the motorcycle, ejecting Fore. Fore was transported by ambulance for injuries 
sustained in the accident. Th e 16-year-old driver of the Chevrolet Silverado was cited for “fail to yield right of way (making a left  
turn)”. Th e 16-year-old driver of the Chevrolet Monte Carlo was cited for “duty to drive with due care”.  

Top picture: According to the Minnesota State Patrol, on May 
21, at 1:31 p.m., a  Chevy Malibu was traveling southbound on 
County Road 11. A semi, driven by John Glen Klimek, 42, of Sauk 
Centre, was traveling westbound on Highway 210. Th e vehicles 
collided. Th e driver and passenger in the Malibu, both 17-year-
old females, were taken to Lakewood Health System. Both were 
wearing their seatbelts. Klimek was not injured. Assisting at the 
scene were the Todd County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, Staples Fire Depart-
ment and Staples Ambulance.

Two teens
 injured 

in 
collision 

by Trinity Gruenberg
trinity@inhnews.com

 Th e Wadena County Com-
missioners held their regular 
meeting on June 1.
Waste Designation Ordinance 

Public Hearing
 Chris McConn, solid waste 
director, again brought forth 
the solid waste designation or-
dinance for Wadena County 
for the Prairie Lakes Municipal 
Solid Waste Authority. Th e fi ve 
county plan would ensure coun-
ty generated solid waste would 
help cover the cost of their por-
tion of the PLMSWA ownership 
and prevent competition bring-
ing waste elsewhere. 
 Th e ordinance was prepared 
with the MPCA and has been 
discussed with the local haulers. 
Th is is the third public hearing 
for this as questions arose at 
previous meetings, such as can 
there be an exemption to take 
the waste to a diff erent county if 

they are closer?
 Th e attorney, Kevin Johnson, 
sent a memo that would give 
an exemption to those who are 
closer to another facility. Also, 
should residential residents be 
susceptible to the same penalties 
as haulers for taking waste else-
where? Th ey were told by the 
MPCA they cannot change that. 
 Commissioner Murlyn 
Kreklau asked if this ordinance 
was something they needed? 
What if they decide to change 
or get rid of the ordinance in 
the future do they need to go 
through the MPCA again? 
 Kyra Ladd, county attorney, 
said that was what this public 
hearing was for and it is within 
the commissioners’ power to 
change it. 
 Johnson explained if they 
wish to amend the ordinance 
they have to seek approval from 
the MPCA. Removing the ordi-
nance is up to the commission-

ers and they should consult with 
the MPCA and the PLMSWA. 
 Kreklau asked if there was 
a way for haulers to effi  ciently 
cover boarder areas and still fi nd 
a way to ensure Wadena County 
gets their share? 
 McConn said Otter Tail has 
this ordinance and a town in the 
county has some that is hauled 
elsewhere. Th e hauler agreed to 
bring a few loads a year to the 
PLMSWA to ensure they receive 
the needed tonnage. 
 Commissioner Bill Stearns 
added they are doing that now 
in some areas and some is cred-
ited to the county. 
 McConn said they are not 
going to split loads. 
 Stearns added they are in a 
surplus position, bringing more 
to PLMSWA than the contract 
requires as some is going to 
Gwinner, ND.
 Commissioner Jon Kan-
gas read parts of the ordinance 

that said this was to ensure the 
fi nancial success of the PLM-
SWA. And if this was approved 
it is binding. And records can be 
inspected at any time without a 
search warrant. Th is included 
self haulers. Kangas noted this 
is where the danger lies. Th e 
MPCA won’t change it and it is 
believed they won’t allow it to 
be changed if the ordinance is 
approved. It could result in an 
individual being prosecuted. He 
recommended the ordinance 
not be passed.
 Commissioner Mike Weyer 
understood Kangas’ concerns, 
as well as the risk of losing the 
waste and not meeting the ton-
nage due to the PLMSWA.
 Th e county ordinances don’t 
diff erentiate commercial from 
individual. Kangas believes this 
creates a monopoly which they 
don’t do with any other busi-

Wadena County Commissioners

Waste designation ordinance discussed at length

Th e Verndale Senior Citizens Club held their monthly meeting on 
June 1 at the Verndale Fire Hall. Aft er business was discussed and 
treats and coff ee consumed, a music festival was held which was 
led by R and S Express (Ray and Sandy South). Th ey led the group 
in a sing-a-long of various songs, including: Roses Are Red My 
Love by George Morgan; Could I Have Th is Dance by Anne Mur-
ray, Hello Mary Lou by Ricky Nelson, Welcome To My World by Jim 
Reeves and many more. 

Singing seniors led 
by the Souths

Continued on page 3
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NEW OPINION POLL — VOTE NOW

Do you feel that you local law enforcement is doing
a good job?

Online polls are found at aitkinage.com. Scroll down the
page and look for it in the right-hand column.

SUGGEST A POLL QUESTION 
Do you have a good poll question? Send it to
katrobb1@outlook.com.

MY VIEW

Raised on radio
Do you ever listen to a song 

and remember exactly what 
life was like when you first 
heard it?

My stepdad and I were going 
down Hwy. 14 from Rochester 
to our home in Kasson. The 
sunset was one of the most 
amazing that I had ever seen in 
my 13 years of life. I was in the 
passenger seat of an old station 
wagon reminiscent of “That  
70s Show” Vista Cruiser, it was not so much to 
look at but a comfortable, smooth ride none-
theless. 

We were listening to the local pop radio sta-
tion and I heard a song begin that I knew I had 
never heard before. I started feeling the ex-
citement in the hopes that it was Journey. My 
favorite band in the whole wide world (at that 
time and still to this day) was Journey.  

Then, I heard it. The voice. The voice that 
always seems to make my life better no matter 
what situation I am in. It was Journey. It was 
Steve Perry’s voice. 

Ahhh, Steve Perry. I remember one Christ-
mas my parents gave me a post-it note. One 
tiny, little, piece of yellow paper with sticky 
stuff on it. Written neatly on it in my mother’s  
handwriting was this… “This piece of gold 
entitles you to one Journey concert free of 
charge. Transportation included.” I don’t think 
I had ever been so happy in my life! I started 
searching my magazines for tour information 
and even wrote to the Journey Force (fan club) 
for any news of a concert in Minnesota. No 
luck.

I put my “piece of gold” in a safe place. 
Then, it happened. I was listening to the radio  
and heard the announcement. Journey had a 
new album and they were touring to promote 
it. They were coming. I had goosebumps ev-
erywhere. After I returned home that day, I 
tore my bedroom apart looking for my “piece 
of gold.” I had just about given up hope when I 
remembered I had put it in a box in the top of 
my closet. I took down the box that I probably 
hadn’t taken down since I hid my post-it in-
side. When I removed the lid of the box, there 
it was. My piece of gold. I quickly grabbed it 
and ran through the house to my mother. It 
was going to finally happen, I was going to be 
in the same room, breathing the same air as 
Steve Perry!

I can’t remember if we took the “Vista 
Cruiser” to the concert or if we had the con-
version van by then but my stepdad drove and 
accompanied me. There was a new musical 
group called Glass Tiger who opened the 
show. When they were finished playing, it was 
time for Journey. My favorite group ever was 
making their way onto the stage and there 
he was … jet black hair and a red tailcoat. I 
was mesmerized to say the least. I felt I knew 
everyone in the band on a personal level. 
Neal Schon, Steve Smith, Jonathan Cain, Ross 
Vallory, and Steve Perry were my family that I 
never met.

All through my life I have looked to music 
for comfort and motivation. I feel connected 
to the sound and sometimes it feels like the 
song was written just for me. Music, Journey in 
particular, has helped me find the calm in my 
chaos. 

The other day I was listening to a local pop 
radio station and Journey’s “Send Her My 
Love” started to play on the radio. Once again 
I was sitting in the passenger seat of the “Vista 
Cruiser” on a beautiful summer evening, 
heading home.

KATHY 
ROBB
Columnist

Summers and starlight
This summer feels like 

those I remember as a kid 
growing up in endless days 
of sun at the cottage, swim-
ming out to the raft with my 
cousins where we would 
try to perfect our diving 
skills and outdo each other 
displaying robust aquatic 
talents.

The water in the stream 
that fed the lake was al-
ways cold but a cousin and 
I would find it refreshing 
and wade right in. We car-
ried along a picnic lunch 
of peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches and a cookie or 
two that mother had kindly 
made for us and snack on 
wild strawberries or pick 
cherries from one of our 
uncles’ farm trees nearby 
on our way back. 

That stream was where 
our grandfathers logged 
during the settling of the 
land along the lake. They 
were elder brothers of a 
family of eight boys and 
one girl, the baby. The 
family homesteaded the 

lake which 
became our 
summer 
playground 
for years 
until we all 
drifted off 
to various 
corners of 
the map. 

When we 
were young 
and spend-

ing days preparing water 
ballet shows for our fami-
lies to attend as audience, 
we would also navigate the 
shore waters in enormous 
wooden row boats hand-
hewed by our grandfathers 
years before. That, I hasten 
to add, does build muscle!

There were days when we 
would tramp through our 
uncles’ homes and barns 
up and down the road, 
intentionally ending up 
in the kitchens where the 
aunts would be preparing 
irresistible baked goods. 
We knew they would always 
be willing to let us watch 

and sample the tasty results 
of prune filled kolachkis, 
breads and cookies, a 
steady stream that always 
kept us going back for more 
and never being refused. 

Years later, a cousin and I 
decided to bake the braided 
Bohemian Christmas bread 
from one of their recipes. 
Several hours into the proj-
ect, my kitchen was layered 
with a fine white flour dust-
ing, the bread was rising 
and we breathed a sigh of 
relief. It was a somewhat 
complicated process for 
amateur cooks like us but 
it will remain a delicious 
and fond accomplishment 
and memory though we de-
cided once was enough.

So many childhood 
memories of being at the 
lake have drifted over into 
the joys of my own family’s 
cabin experiences here – 
taking our grandkids down 
to sit by the fire pit warmth 
near the shoreline in the 
evening and if it was cool, 
wrapping them in blankets 

when they were small. 
We would point out the 

comets and starry shapes of 
constellations, identifying 
the Milky Way, the dippers 
and the North Star. (In the 
early days, our first grand-
son asked if that star was 
named after the hockey 
team.)

At that age, there was 
always so much to be busy 
doing like catching frogs 
and skipping rocks or dig-
ging sand to throw back 
into the lake, which could 
take a toddler all day. 

With my heart full of 
expectation, the pails and 
shovels, blankets and fire 
pit await the next genera-
tion to begin searching the 
heavens with me on starlit 
nights.

Janice Kimes sketches the 
domestic cartoon of life with 
its inevitable calamities, 
delights and vigor. She and 
her family enjoy their sea-
sonal Aitkin County cabin.

JANICE 
KIMES
Columnist

Motorcycle training courses
Question: It seems like I 

am seeing more motorcy-
cles than ever. Can you talk 
about their safety? 

Answer: Here is some in-
formation that was shared 
on the Department of Pub-
lic Safety’s blog: https://
dps.mn.gov/blog/Pag -
e s / 2 0 2 0 0 8 2 4 - m a k e - e v 
ery-motorcycle-ride-safe.aspx

With everything going 
on in the world today, a 
motorcycle ride can be the 
perfect escape. Wearing 
proper protective gear can 
help keep you safe in case 
of a crash, but having good 
riding skills and a strategy 
can prevent a crash from 
happening in the first place. 

The number of motorcy-
cle fatalities is high this year 
compared to past years with 
42 rider deaths, according 
to preliminary reports. At 

this time last 
year, there 
were 31 
rider deaths. 
A u g u s t 
through fall 
is prime rid-
ing time for 
many Min-
nesota mo-
torcyclists. 

Here are 
steps you 

can take to reduce your risk 
of crashing: 

• Ride sober.
• Wear highly visible pro-

tective gear, including a 
brightly colored helmet.

• Have a good riding strat-
egy for every ride.

Motorcycle training is a 
great way to develop and 
improve safe riding skills, 
but time is running out to 
register for the Basic Rider 
Course (BRC) to earn your 

endorsement. So register 
now for one of the 22 loca-
tions throughout Minne-
sota. More than 1,300 riders 
took the BRC in the first two 
months of the training sea-
son, which started the first 
week of June, and nearly 
300 more riders took other 
MMSC training courses. 

There are a limited num-
ber of intermediate courses 
still available too. This 
course is a great way to prac-
tice riding a new motorcycle 
or riding with a passenger. 
Take the intermediate 
course with a passenger for 
no additional charge. 

MMSC offers advanced 
and expert training 
courses too, but those have 
wrapped up for the sea-
son. Challenge yourself to 
take a training course every 
year or two to keep your 
riding skills sharp — after 

all, training can make a 
huge difference in avoiding 
crashes. 

You can find details 
about all the training 
courses on the MMSC’s 
website, including eligibil-
ity requirements for each 
level.

You can register online 
for the motorcycle training 
courses that are available 
through September, but 
don’t wait. Courses are fill-
ing up. 

Happy summer and 
happy riding!”

If you have any questions 
concerning traffic related 
laws in Minnesota, please 
send your questions to: Sgt. 
Neil Dickenson, Minnesota 
State Patrol , 1131 Mesaba 
Ave. Duluth, MN 55811, 
or Neil.dickenson@state.
mn.us.

NEIL 
DICKENSON
Ask a Trooper

America became a nation 
with chronic ills—a corrupt 
political class, a heartless 
economy, a divided and a 
disenfranchised public. It 
forced a question that most 
Americans have never had 
to ask: Are we still capable 
of self-government? 

All of the lasting pain of 
the last few years was felt in 
the middle and at the bot-
tom, by Americans who had 
taken on debt and lost their 
jobs, homes, and retire-
ment savings. Like a pyra-
mid scheme, over the past 
few years, it has enriched 
corporations and inves-
tors, lulled professionals, 
and left the working class 
further behind. The lasting 
effect of the Trump slump 
has increased polarization 
among the American pub-
lic. 

Trump has never pre-
tended to be president of 
the whole country, but 
pitted us against one an-
other along lines of race, 
sex, religion, citizenship, 
education, and have’s and 

have-not’s. The sad part 
for America is, a third of 
the country locked itself in 
a hall of mirrors, that it be-
lieved to be reality; a third 
drove itself mad with the ef-
fort to hold on to the idea of 
knowable truth; and a third 
gave up even trying.

Wayne Halverson
Aitkin

Dying vs. living
Have the news media 

and the politicians made 
us so afraid of dying that we 
are afraid to live?

As I was in church this 
morning, I considered how 
things have changed. The 
masked people in church 
may have been greeting 
each other, but you could 
not see any smiles, there 
were no handshakes, clasps 
or hugs and of course you 
couldn’t sing any hymns 
because that may spread 
the virus. Church is only 
one of the places that we 
should be afraid of living. 
Going to the grocery store 
has always been a social 
event where you would see 
people you normally may 

not see, and you would 
smile at those you didn’t 
know and socialize with 
those you knew. Now, you 
may or may not recognize 
people unless they speak, 
and you don’t know if they 
are smiling or frowning. 

We have been convinced 
by the virologists, politi-
cians and media, that we 
cannot visit the sick or 
those who are in nursing 
homes because you may 
spread the virus to the most 
vulnerable. Those are the 
people that need visitors 
the most and we cannot 
visit them. Can you imag-
ine what it must be like for a 
nursing home resident that 
has not seen their spouse 
or other family members 
for their last days, or the 
spouse who knows he can-
not visit a wife knowing that 
she may be gone soon? This 
makes the last days of life 
for these people unbear-
able. Those who are await-
ing death, must hope it gets 
there quicker since they 
have to die alone.

We are being convinced 
that if we don’t wear masks 
in public, we are being irre-

sponsible because we may 
be spreading the virus to 
others. Our chances of get-
ting the virus are very slim, 
and our chance of spread-
ing it since we have no 
symptoms are also negligi-
ble. Our chances of dying 
are much greater when we 
get into the car and drive 
than they are in not wear-
ing a mask. If masks are 
so good at protecting us, 
shouldn’t those people 
who are terrified of dying 
wear their masks and let the 
rest of us who know death 
is coming to us all and take 
the chance? I think we had 
that freedom to take care of 
our own health before this 
explosion of fear monger-
ing.

Those who are so afraid 
of dying should lock them-
selves in their houses, don’t 
let in any visitors, get your 
groceries delivered outside, 
disinfect everything com-
ing into your house, and 
then you may be safe from 
the virus. (MAY be safe!) 

John Bajda
McGregor

MORE LETTERS  
Continued from 4

Of course, when you’re as prolific as Bradbury 
was with the short stories – he penned more than 
600 of them – narrowing it down to 100 would be 
hard. I’ve found quite a few new favorites in the 
last few days – most of them surprisingly not his 
science fiction pieces.

 “The Dwarf,” for one, tells the story of a man 
with dwarfism – and his preoccupation with 
the mirror house at a carnival. “The Laurel and 
Hardy Love Affair” tells the story of two lovers 
drifting together, and then drifting apart. And 
“Lafayette, Farewell” tells the simple story of a 
man gradually losing his memories to what then 

was called dementia.
These stories, and all of Bradbury’s, really, have 

one thing in common: a deep understanding of 
what it means to be human, and to be affected 
by the world around you. In times such as this, 
when we are almost all hurting in one way or an-
other, works like Bradbury’s could not be more 
relevant.

Try any of the stories mentioned above. Try 
none of them and simply Google “Bradbury’s 
best short stories.” But pick up something of his 
and just read.

Because right now, we all need to be reminded 
it’s OK to be human.

Eisenbart/ Bradbury’s work is relevant
Continued from page 4
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Letter from the Editor 
Harry Colbert, Jr. 
 For me, the biggest side effect is 
peace of mind.  
 On June 10 I rolled up my right sleeve 
to receive my second dose of the Mod-
erna COVID-19 vaccine. Deciding to get 
vaccinated was a decision to which I 
didn’t arrive lightly. 
 Several factors weighed in my deci-
sion. The two that weighed most against 
getting the vaccine were the history of 
government sanctioned medical ex-
perimentation on Black people and the 
shockingly swift time it took to create 
and approve a vaccine. For many unvac-
cinated Black Americans those are two 
of the most cited reasons for their con-
tinued (and understandable) hesitancy.
 Consider the Tuskegee Experiment 
– a 50-year experiment on Black men 
who were intentionally denied available 
treatment for syphilis and misled to be-
lieve they were being treated – went on 
until 1972 and only ended after a whis-
tleblower went to the press. Just years 
earlier – as early as 1953 and as late as 
1965 – in my hometown of St. Louis, the 
government again unwittingly experi-
mented on poor, mostly Black residents 
of a housing project by spraying the 
air with radioactive particles. The hei-
nous experiment didn’t become publicly 
known until 2012 thanks to the diligent 
research of a community college profes-
sor. So the hesitancy is understandable. 
 Yes, we don’t know all the science be-
hind the vaccine, but we have a pretty 
good picture of what COVID-19 is and 
can do. Six hundred thousand deaths 
and 3.5 million cases in the U.S. alone. 
For me, these aren’t just numbers. I know 
people who lost their lives due to this 
insidious virus. I’ve had friends on the 
brink of death due to COVID and those 
with long term lung damage due to 
COVID pneumonia. I know COVID first-
hand. Thankfully my case was “mild.” 
 After recovering from my bout with 
the virus, I at first resisted the vaccine 
because I had the understanding that I 
most likely carried a certain level of im-
munity, but for how long and against 
what strains? 
 With three FDA approved vaccines – 
Moderna, Pfizer and Johnson & Johnson 

(the lone one-shot option) – I began to 
feel a bit more comfort in the vaccine 
and the science behind it. In May I decid-
ed to get the Moderna two-shot vaccine. 
I was intentional about choosing Moder-
na. 
 Dr. Kizzmekia Corbett, a scientist 
with the National Institutes of Health's 
is partly responsible for the Moderna 
vaccine. Corbett, a Black woman, has 
been working on a coronavirus vaccine 
for the past six years (understanding 
that COVID-19 is just one variant of the 
coronavirus). While we know there were 
several Black faces involved with the 
Tuskegee Experiment, I still chose to put 
my faith in Corbett that her efforts are 
ethical and sincere. For me, there was 
comfort in knowing a Black woman was 
deeply involved in the process of coming 
up with a safe and effective vaccine. 
 But to offer the most succinct answer 
as to my decision to get vaccinated it is 
my Aunt Claramarie. 
 Aunt Claramarie is as much a sur-
rogate mother as she is my aunt and 
when COVID-19 broke out she was left 
isolated in Upstate New York. While she 
remains in contact with her loved-ones 
via the telephone, we all longed for per-
sonal human interaction. Once travel 
restrictions eased for New York I visited 
Aunt Claramarie prior to being vaccinat-
ed. We were masked the entire time and 
not once were we able to share a simple 
hug. A kiss on the cheek was out of the 
question. 
 Aunt Claramarie was among the first 
to be vaccinated. She did it for her, but 
she did it for all of us. And when she 
asked if I had my shot(s) I said “no” and 
she said, “You need to be vaccinated.” 
And then she said, “And when you get 
a chance it would be nice for you to visit 
again.” 
 Truly, that’s all it took. No, I don’t know 
what – if any – long term side effects are 
in store due to the vaccine, but I do know 
I can't wait to see my aunt and give her 
a hug and kiss. If being able to be with 
the ones you love to most is a side effect 
of the vaccine, by all means, sign me up. 

612-588-9411
neighborhoodhealthsource.org

Fremont Clinic

3300 Fremont Ave N

No insurance? No problem! No
insurance required, 

public/private insurance accepted. 
Sliding fee discount available.

Now scheduling:
Well-child checkups
Immunizations
Covid-19 vaccines
(ages 12+)

Theater★★★

The Capri is booking rentals now!
Spaces available beginning 10/11/21.

thecapritheater.org/rent-4
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Reinbold has first court hearing
By Ann Bailey

Grand Forks Herald
THIEF RIVER FALLS – 

Minnesota Ninth Judi-
cial District Court Judge 
Tamara Yon ordered at 
Eric Reinbold’s first court 
hearing on Friday that 
Reinbold be held in Pen-

nington County Jail on a 
non-financial condition of 
no contact with the family 
of the victim he is charged 
with murdering.

No bail was set.
Reinbold, of Oklee, 

Minn., faces two charges 
of murder in the second 

degree in the death of his 
wife, Lissette. She was 
found dead on July 9 at the 
farm near Oklee where Eric 
Reinbold disappeared after 
his wife’s death, and fed-
eral and state authorities 
searched for him for near-
ly a month in Penning-

ton and Red Lake counties. 
Reinbold also was being 
sought for violating the 
terms of his release from 
federal prison, and there 
was a $10,000 reward for 
his capture.

Rise of 
Suni Lee 
is story of  
America
When I arrived in 

the Twin Cities 
for a new job in 

September 1987, I found 
an apartment on St. Paul’s 
East Side overlooking 

Swede Hollow, 
once the 
crowded, 
unsanitary 
home to 
thousands of 
Scandinavian 
immigrants.

They knew 
little English 
and held few 
resources 

beyond children and 
dreams, but after a 
generation or two they 
had risen to claim places 
in the offices, professions, 
society and government of 
Minnesota.

In 1987, my St. Paul 
neighbors included 
immigrant families from 
the highlands of Laos and 
refugee camps in Thailand: 
thousands of Hmong 
people, including many 
who had fought alongside 
U.S. military forces during 
the Vietnam War. They 
had started arriving in 
Minnesota in the mid-
1970s, settling mostly 
together, by extended 
family and clan, in St. Paul.

By the time I arrived a 
decade later, they – like 
the Swedes and other 
European immigrants 
before them – had begun 
to climb out of the hollows. 
Starting with self-help 
organizations, aided by 
public assistance and 
marked by determination, 
they began to take their 
places among us.

Today, they number 
about 66,000 in Minnesota, 
the majority living in St. 
Paul. They have bought 
homes and started 
businesses. They have 
become lawyers, police 
officers, nurses, teachers, 
state legislators.

And now an Olympic gold 
medalist.

Gymnast Suni Lee’s 
paternal grandfather fought 
alongside U.S. troops. Her 
parents were children when 
they fled Laos and took 
refuge in Thailand, then 
came to the United States. 
Through the trauma of 
war and flight they learned 
resilience.

Sia Lo, a St. Paul attorney 
and a member of Suni Lee’s 
extended family, told the 
Star Tribune last week why 
her Olympic achievements 
were so meaningful to the 
Hmong community. “The 
Hmong here are very proud 
to be American,” he said. 
“We hope all of America is 
proud of Suni. What she’s 
achieved showcases what is 
possible here in the United 
States.”

Suni Lee’s story has me 
recalling Hmong people 
I met and wrote about 
during the 20 years I lived 
and worked among them, 
including Mai Neng Moua. 
She was 21 when I talked 
with her in 1995. Her 
kidneys had been failing, 
and she was struggling 
to persuade her family 
that traditional Hmong 
remedies would not save 
her. The idea of dialysis 
horrified her mother, who 
offered boiled roots instead.

With her daughter 
translating, Yer Moua told 
me why she was opposed to 
modern medical treatment. 
“I don’t really know if 
she’s sick. I think the 
doctors make her sick.” She 
said surgery would make 
her a different person, 
something less than 
daughter. Mai teared up as 
she translated. “This is new 
to me,” she said.

Hagerty celebrated at UND event

By Pamela Knudson
Grand Forks Herald

The Red River Valley 
Motorcyclists 
organization has 

raised about $600,000 
for area nonprofit 
organizations and 
projects since it attained 
nonprofit, federal tax-
exempt status and started 
raising funds in earnest 
in 2001.

The club has made 
an impact on many 
fronts and improved 
the quality of life in the 
Valley, because of its 
unwavering commitment 

to supporting worthwhile 
causes – especially 
dedicated to veterans, 
peace officers, first-
responders and children 
– in the region.

“It makes us feel 
good, real good, to give 
organizations $20,000 
or $30,000,” said Larry 
Gaddie, RRVM president, 
who’s been an active 
member for 20 years.

The RRVM, founded 
in the early 1990s, has 
stayed true to its razor-
sharp focus on raising 
funds for worthwhile 
projects, Gaddie said.

“It’s all about 
fundraising for us,” said 
Mike Hagen, RRVM board 
member. “And it’s all 
done with heart.”

The efforts of the 
club have benefitted 
organizations on both 
sides of the Red River, he 
said. “The river has never 
divided us.”

Most of the funds are 
raised through the annual 
spring Red River Valley 
Motorcyclists show and 
raffle. Proceeds from the 
club’s earliest shows, 
held at the Gambucci-
Purpur arena, were given 

to Abate of North Dakota 
for motorcycle safety 
education. The show 
was moved to the Alerus 
Center about 14 years ago.

For the first time, this 
past May cars were added 
to the usual display of 
motorcycles in the Alerus 
Center’s 120,000-square-
foot arena. It was also the 
first time the event was 
branded as the “Spirit 
of America Bike and Car 
Show,” a name change 
proposed by Lance 
Solberg.

By Adam Kurtz
Grand Forks Herald

Marilyn Hagerty, the Grand 
Forks Herald’s decades-long 
voice of the community and col-
umnist, was feted at a dinner on 
Thursday, Aug. 5, to celebrate her 
honorary doctorate from UND.

The celebratory dinner was 
held at the Gorecki Alumni Cen-
ter and attended by Hagerty, 
UND administrators and several 
friends and well-wishers. The 
honorary degree was announced 
in March, but because of the 
coronavirus pandemic, UND did 
not hold an in-person gradu-
ation ceremony following the 
announcement.

Guests filtered in, enjoyed 
drinks and chatted before set-
tling down for dinner. After 
Hagerty was presented with a 
commemorative UND frame, 
with which she can dis-
play her honorary degree, 
she warmly thanked people 
for attending the celebration.  

CHUCK
HAGA

Reinbold
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Eric Hylden / Grand Forks Herald
Marilyn Hagerty is presented with a frame for her honorary degree by UND Alumni Association 
and Foundation Director DeAnna Carlson Zink and UND president Andrew Armacost during a 
dinner in Hagerty’s honor Thursday at the Gorecki Alumni Center. 

Pamela Knudson / Grand Forks Herald
Leaders of the Red River Valley Motorcyclists pose for a photo at the Veterans Memorial Park, one of the many projects 
the organi�ation supports with fundraising, primarily through an annual ra�e and a bike and car show. Pictured, from 
left, are: Tim Gowan, Larry Gaddie, Don Roberts and Mike Hagen.

RRVM’S FUNDRAISING 
EFFORTS HIT $600,000
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Club supports organizations that  
enhance quality of life in city, region
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 A new selection of  “Poems of Hope and 
Reassurance” are being featured on Th e Po-
etry Walk at Green Island in Wadena. Th e 
poets featured in June include Wayne F. Al-
bertson, Donna Isaac, Carol Masters, Ran-
dall D. Shelley, David Winkelman and Mark 
Vinz.
 Green Island is a 60-acre parcel of land 
within the city of Wadena owned by Kent 
Scheer and Vicki Chepulis whose steward-
ship of the land includes making a space 
where people are invited to enjoy the peace 
and beauty of a carefully cultivated space for 
experiencing nature.  

 Like the gardens of Europe, there are 
places to stroll through the woods, to sit un-
der a tree and read or enjoy a picnic lunch 
with a friend.   
 Th e land also includes a working or-
chard, gardens of rare herbs, wild deer, and 
white doves who coo soft ly from their dove-
cote. 
 Dotted throughout the park-like atmo-
sphere are sculptures created by Kent.  
 Th e Poetry Walk compositions are post-
ed alternately on the 12 small information 
stations along Green Island trails. Th ese 
alternate with educational texts providing 

information on the purpose and function of 
Green Island’s new forest.
 Each month a diff erent selection of poets 
will be featured on the Poetry Walk from the 
project “More Poems of Hope and Reassur-
ance”.  
 Th is project was created by Lina Belar, a 
fi scal year 2021 recipient of a Creative Sup-
port for Individuals Grant from the Minne-
sota State Arts Board. 
 Green Island is located at 850 Scheer 
Drive, Wadena. It is open to the public from 
9 a.m. to 9 p.m.   

 Poems of hope and reassurance on 
Th e Poetry Walk at Green Island

Four vehicles involved in crash on Highway 71

On June 1, at approximately 11:40 a.m., the Minnesota State Patrol responded to and investigated a multi-vehicle crash. Th ree ve-
hicles were southbound on Highway 71: a 1997 Chevrolet pickup, driven by Brian Crider, 59, of Clarissa; followed by a 2019 Indian 
Chieft ain motorcycle, driven by Trent Fore, 33, of Hewitt; followed by a 1999 Chevrolet Monte Carlo, driven by a 16-year-old female 
from Eagle Bend. A 1999 Chevrolet Silverado pickup, driven by a 16-year-old male from Sebeka, pulled out in front of the three 
vehicles aft er making a left  turn from westbound County Road 100 onto southbound Highway 71. As Crider and Fore attempted to 
avoid the hazard, the 16-year-old female rear-ended the motorcycle, ejecting Fore. Fore was transported by ambulance for injuries 
sustained in the accident. Th e 16-year-old driver of the Chevrolet Silverado was cited for “fail to yield right of way (making a left  
turn)”. Th e 16-year-old driver of the Chevrolet Monte Carlo was cited for “duty to drive with due care”.  

Top picture: According to the Minnesota State Patrol, on May 
21, at 1:31 p.m., a  Chevy Malibu was traveling southbound on 
County Road 11. A semi, driven by John Glen Klimek, 42, of Sauk 
Centre, was traveling westbound on Highway 210. Th e vehicles 
collided. Th e driver and passenger in the Malibu, both 17-year-
old females, were taken to Lakewood Health System. Both were 
wearing their seatbelts. Klimek was not injured. Assisting at the 
scene were the Todd County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, Staples Fire Depart-
ment and Staples Ambulance.

Two teens
 injured 

in 
collision 

by Trinity Gruenberg
trinity@inhnews.com

 Th e Wadena County Com-
missioners held their regular 
meeting on June 1.
Waste Designation Ordinance 

Public Hearing
 Chris McConn, solid waste 
director, again brought forth 
the solid waste designation or-
dinance for Wadena County 
for the Prairie Lakes Municipal 
Solid Waste Authority. Th e fi ve 
county plan would ensure coun-
ty generated solid waste would 
help cover the cost of their por-
tion of the PLMSWA ownership 
and prevent competition bring-
ing waste elsewhere. 
 Th e ordinance was prepared 
with the MPCA and has been 
discussed with the local haulers. 
Th is is the third public hearing 
for this as questions arose at 
previous meetings, such as can 
there be an exemption to take 
the waste to a diff erent county if 

they are closer?
 Th e attorney, Kevin Johnson, 
sent a memo that would give 
an exemption to those who are 
closer to another facility. Also, 
should residential residents be 
susceptible to the same penalties 
as haulers for taking waste else-
where? Th ey were told by the 
MPCA they cannot change that. 
 Commissioner Murlyn 
Kreklau asked if this ordinance 
was something they needed? 
What if they decide to change 
or get rid of the ordinance in 
the future do they need to go 
through the MPCA again? 
 Kyra Ladd, county attorney, 
said that was what this public 
hearing was for and it is within 
the commissioners’ power to 
change it. 
 Johnson explained if they 
wish to amend the ordinance 
they have to seek approval from 
the MPCA. Removing the ordi-
nance is up to the commission-

ers and they should consult with 
the MPCA and the PLMSWA. 
 Kreklau asked if there was 
a way for haulers to effi  ciently 
cover boarder areas and still fi nd 
a way to ensure Wadena County 
gets their share? 
 McConn said Otter Tail has 
this ordinance and a town in the 
county has some that is hauled 
elsewhere. Th e hauler agreed to 
bring a few loads a year to the 
PLMSWA to ensure they receive 
the needed tonnage. 
 Commissioner Bill Stearns 
added they are doing that now 
in some areas and some is cred-
ited to the county. 
 McConn said they are not 
going to split loads. 
 Stearns added they are in a 
surplus position, bringing more 
to PLMSWA than the contract 
requires as some is going to 
Gwinner, ND.
 Commissioner Jon Kan-
gas read parts of the ordinance 

that said this was to ensure the 
fi nancial success of the PLM-
SWA. And if this was approved 
it is binding. And records can be 
inspected at any time without a 
search warrant. Th is included 
self haulers. Kangas noted this 
is where the danger lies. Th e 
MPCA won’t change it and it is 
believed they won’t allow it to 
be changed if the ordinance is 
approved. It could result in an 
individual being prosecuted. He 
recommended the ordinance 
not be passed.
 Commissioner Mike Weyer 
understood Kangas’ concerns, 
as well as the risk of losing the 
waste and not meeting the ton-
nage due to the PLMSWA.
 Th e county ordinances don’t 
diff erentiate commercial from 
individual. Kangas believes this 
creates a monopoly which they 
don’t do with any other busi-

Wadena County Commissioners

Waste designation ordinance discussed at length

Th e Verndale Senior Citizens Club held their monthly meeting on 
June 1 at the Verndale Fire Hall. Aft er business was discussed and 
treats and coff ee consumed, a music festival was held which was 
led by R and S Express (Ray and Sandy South). Th ey led the group 
in a sing-a-long of various songs, including: Roses Are Red My 
Love by George Morgan; Could I Have Th is Dance by Anne Mur-
ray, Hello Mary Lou by Ricky Nelson, Welcome To My World by Jim 
Reeves and many more. 

Singing seniors led 
by the Souths

Continued on page 3
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NEW OPINION POLL — VOTE NOW

Do you feel that you local law enforcement is doing
a good job?

Online polls are found at aitkinage.com. Scroll down the
page and look for it in the right-hand column.

SUGGEST A POLL QUESTION 
Do you have a good poll question? Send it to
katrobb1@outlook.com.

MY VIEW

Raised on radio
Do you ever listen to a song 

and remember exactly what 
life was like when you first 
heard it?

My stepdad and I were going 
down Hwy. 14 from Rochester 
to our home in Kasson. The 
sunset was one of the most 
amazing that I had ever seen in 
my 13 years of life. I was in the 
passenger seat of an old station 
wagon reminiscent of “That  
70s Show” Vista Cruiser, it was not so much to 
look at but a comfortable, smooth ride none-
theless. 

We were listening to the local pop radio sta-
tion and I heard a song begin that I knew I had 
never heard before. I started feeling the ex-
citement in the hopes that it was Journey. My 
favorite band in the whole wide world (at that 
time and still to this day) was Journey.  

Then, I heard it. The voice. The voice that 
always seems to make my life better no matter 
what situation I am in. It was Journey. It was 
Steve Perry’s voice. 

Ahhh, Steve Perry. I remember one Christ-
mas my parents gave me a post-it note. One 
tiny, little, piece of yellow paper with sticky 
stuff on it. Written neatly on it in my mother’s  
handwriting was this… “This piece of gold 
entitles you to one Journey concert free of 
charge. Transportation included.” I don’t think 
I had ever been so happy in my life! I started 
searching my magazines for tour information 
and even wrote to the Journey Force (fan club) 
for any news of a concert in Minnesota. No 
luck.

I put my “piece of gold” in a safe place. 
Then, it happened. I was listening to the radio  
and heard the announcement. Journey had a 
new album and they were touring to promote 
it. They were coming. I had goosebumps ev-
erywhere. After I returned home that day, I 
tore my bedroom apart looking for my “piece 
of gold.” I had just about given up hope when I 
remembered I had put it in a box in the top of 
my closet. I took down the box that I probably 
hadn’t taken down since I hid my post-it in-
side. When I removed the lid of the box, there 
it was. My piece of gold. I quickly grabbed it 
and ran through the house to my mother. It 
was going to finally happen, I was going to be 
in the same room, breathing the same air as 
Steve Perry!

I can’t remember if we took the “Vista 
Cruiser” to the concert or if we had the con-
version van by then but my stepdad drove and 
accompanied me. There was a new musical 
group called Glass Tiger who opened the 
show. When they were finished playing, it was 
time for Journey. My favorite group ever was 
making their way onto the stage and there 
he was … jet black hair and a red tailcoat. I 
was mesmerized to say the least. I felt I knew 
everyone in the band on a personal level. 
Neal Schon, Steve Smith, Jonathan Cain, Ross 
Vallory, and Steve Perry were my family that I 
never met.

All through my life I have looked to music 
for comfort and motivation. I feel connected 
to the sound and sometimes it feels like the 
song was written just for me. Music, Journey in 
particular, has helped me find the calm in my 
chaos. 

The other day I was listening to a local pop 
radio station and Journey’s “Send Her My 
Love” started to play on the radio. Once again 
I was sitting in the passenger seat of the “Vista 
Cruiser” on a beautiful summer evening, 
heading home.

KATHY 
ROBB
Columnist

Summers and starlight
This summer feels like 

those I remember as a kid 
growing up in endless days 
of sun at the cottage, swim-
ming out to the raft with my 
cousins where we would 
try to perfect our diving 
skills and outdo each other 
displaying robust aquatic 
talents.

The water in the stream 
that fed the lake was al-
ways cold but a cousin and 
I would find it refreshing 
and wade right in. We car-
ried along a picnic lunch 
of peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches and a cookie or 
two that mother had kindly 
made for us and snack on 
wild strawberries or pick 
cherries from one of our 
uncles’ farm trees nearby 
on our way back. 

That stream was where 
our grandfathers logged 
during the settling of the 
land along the lake. They 
were elder brothers of a 
family of eight boys and 
one girl, the baby. The 
family homesteaded the 

lake which 
became our 
summer 
playground 
for years 
until we all 
drifted off 
to various 
corners of 
the map. 

When we 
were young 
and spend-

ing days preparing water 
ballet shows for our fami-
lies to attend as audience, 
we would also navigate the 
shore waters in enormous 
wooden row boats hand-
hewed by our grandfathers 
years before. That, I hasten 
to add, does build muscle!

There were days when we 
would tramp through our 
uncles’ homes and barns 
up and down the road, 
intentionally ending up 
in the kitchens where the 
aunts would be preparing 
irresistible baked goods. 
We knew they would always 
be willing to let us watch 

and sample the tasty results 
of prune filled kolachkis, 
breads and cookies, a 
steady stream that always 
kept us going back for more 
and never being refused. 

Years later, a cousin and I 
decided to bake the braided 
Bohemian Christmas bread 
from one of their recipes. 
Several hours into the proj-
ect, my kitchen was layered 
with a fine white flour dust-
ing, the bread was rising 
and we breathed a sigh of 
relief. It was a somewhat 
complicated process for 
amateur cooks like us but 
it will remain a delicious 
and fond accomplishment 
and memory though we de-
cided once was enough.

So many childhood 
memories of being at the 
lake have drifted over into 
the joys of my own family’s 
cabin experiences here – 
taking our grandkids down 
to sit by the fire pit warmth 
near the shoreline in the 
evening and if it was cool, 
wrapping them in blankets 

when they were small. 
We would point out the 

comets and starry shapes of 
constellations, identifying 
the Milky Way, the dippers 
and the North Star. (In the 
early days, our first grand-
son asked if that star was 
named after the hockey 
team.)

At that age, there was 
always so much to be busy 
doing like catching frogs 
and skipping rocks or dig-
ging sand to throw back 
into the lake, which could 
take a toddler all day. 

With my heart full of 
expectation, the pails and 
shovels, blankets and fire 
pit await the next genera-
tion to begin searching the 
heavens with me on starlit 
nights.

Janice Kimes sketches the 
domestic cartoon of life with 
its inevitable calamities, 
delights and vigor. She and 
her family enjoy their sea-
sonal Aitkin County cabin.

JANICE 
KIMES
Columnist

Motorcycle training courses
Question: It seems like I 

am seeing more motorcy-
cles than ever. Can you talk 
about their safety? 

Answer: Here is some in-
formation that was shared 
on the Department of Pub-
lic Safety’s blog: https://
dps.mn.gov/blog/Pag -
e s / 2 0 2 0 0 8 2 4 - m a k e - e v 
ery-motorcycle-ride-safe.aspx

With everything going 
on in the world today, a 
motorcycle ride can be the 
perfect escape. Wearing 
proper protective gear can 
help keep you safe in case 
of a crash, but having good 
riding skills and a strategy 
can prevent a crash from 
happening in the first place. 

The number of motorcy-
cle fatalities is high this year 
compared to past years with 
42 rider deaths, according 
to preliminary reports. At 

this time last 
year, there 
were 31 
rider deaths. 
A u g u s t 
through fall 
is prime rid-
ing time for 
many Min-
nesota mo-
torcyclists. 

Here are 
steps you 

can take to reduce your risk 
of crashing: 

• Ride sober.
• Wear highly visible pro-

tective gear, including a 
brightly colored helmet.

• Have a good riding strat-
egy for every ride.

Motorcycle training is a 
great way to develop and 
improve safe riding skills, 
but time is running out to 
register for the Basic Rider 
Course (BRC) to earn your 

endorsement. So register 
now for one of the 22 loca-
tions throughout Minne-
sota. More than 1,300 riders 
took the BRC in the first two 
months of the training sea-
son, which started the first 
week of June, and nearly 
300 more riders took other 
MMSC training courses. 

There are a limited num-
ber of intermediate courses 
still available too. This 
course is a great way to prac-
tice riding a new motorcycle 
or riding with a passenger. 
Take the intermediate 
course with a passenger for 
no additional charge. 

MMSC offers advanced 
and expert training 
courses too, but those have 
wrapped up for the sea-
son. Challenge yourself to 
take a training course every 
year or two to keep your 
riding skills sharp — after 

all, training can make a 
huge difference in avoiding 
crashes. 

You can find details 
about all the training 
courses on the MMSC’s 
website, including eligibil-
ity requirements for each 
level.

You can register online 
for the motorcycle training 
courses that are available 
through September, but 
don’t wait. Courses are fill-
ing up. 

Happy summer and 
happy riding!”

If you have any questions 
concerning traffic related 
laws in Minnesota, please 
send your questions to: Sgt. 
Neil Dickenson, Minnesota 
State Patrol , 1131 Mesaba 
Ave. Duluth, MN 55811, 
or Neil.dickenson@state.
mn.us.

NEIL 
DICKENSON
Ask a Trooper

America became a nation 
with chronic ills—a corrupt 
political class, a heartless 
economy, a divided and a 
disenfranchised public. It 
forced a question that most 
Americans have never had 
to ask: Are we still capable 
of self-government? 

All of the lasting pain of 
the last few years was felt in 
the middle and at the bot-
tom, by Americans who had 
taken on debt and lost their 
jobs, homes, and retire-
ment savings. Like a pyra-
mid scheme, over the past 
few years, it has enriched 
corporations and inves-
tors, lulled professionals, 
and left the working class 
further behind. The lasting 
effect of the Trump slump 
has increased polarization 
among the American pub-
lic. 

Trump has never pre-
tended to be president of 
the whole country, but 
pitted us against one an-
other along lines of race, 
sex, religion, citizenship, 
education, and have’s and 

have-not’s. The sad part 
for America is, a third of 
the country locked itself in 
a hall of mirrors, that it be-
lieved to be reality; a third 
drove itself mad with the ef-
fort to hold on to the idea of 
knowable truth; and a third 
gave up even trying.

Wayne Halverson
Aitkin

Dying vs. living
Have the news media 

and the politicians made 
us so afraid of dying that we 
are afraid to live?

As I was in church this 
morning, I considered how 
things have changed. The 
masked people in church 
may have been greeting 
each other, but you could 
not see any smiles, there 
were no handshakes, clasps 
or hugs and of course you 
couldn’t sing any hymns 
because that may spread 
the virus. Church is only 
one of the places that we 
should be afraid of living. 
Going to the grocery store 
has always been a social 
event where you would see 
people you normally may 

not see, and you would 
smile at those you didn’t 
know and socialize with 
those you knew. Now, you 
may or may not recognize 
people unless they speak, 
and you don’t know if they 
are smiling or frowning. 

We have been convinced 
by the virologists, politi-
cians and media, that we 
cannot visit the sick or 
those who are in nursing 
homes because you may 
spread the virus to the most 
vulnerable. Those are the 
people that need visitors 
the most and we cannot 
visit them. Can you imag-
ine what it must be like for a 
nursing home resident that 
has not seen their spouse 
or other family members 
for their last days, or the 
spouse who knows he can-
not visit a wife knowing that 
she may be gone soon? This 
makes the last days of life 
for these people unbear-
able. Those who are await-
ing death, must hope it gets 
there quicker since they 
have to die alone.

We are being convinced 
that if we don’t wear masks 
in public, we are being irre-

sponsible because we may 
be spreading the virus to 
others. Our chances of get-
ting the virus are very slim, 
and our chance of spread-
ing it since we have no 
symptoms are also negligi-
ble. Our chances of dying 
are much greater when we 
get into the car and drive 
than they are in not wear-
ing a mask. If masks are 
so good at protecting us, 
shouldn’t those people 
who are terrified of dying 
wear their masks and let the 
rest of us who know death 
is coming to us all and take 
the chance? I think we had 
that freedom to take care of 
our own health before this 
explosion of fear monger-
ing.

Those who are so afraid 
of dying should lock them-
selves in their houses, don’t 
let in any visitors, get your 
groceries delivered outside, 
disinfect everything com-
ing into your house, and 
then you may be safe from 
the virus. (MAY be safe!) 

John Bajda
McGregor

MORE LETTERS  
Continued from 4

Of course, when you’re as prolific as Bradbury 
was with the short stories – he penned more than 
600 of them – narrowing it down to 100 would be 
hard. I’ve found quite a few new favorites in the 
last few days – most of them surprisingly not his 
science fiction pieces.

 “The Dwarf,” for one, tells the story of a man 
with dwarfism – and his preoccupation with 
the mirror house at a carnival. “The Laurel and 
Hardy Love Affair” tells the story of two lovers 
drifting together, and then drifting apart. And 
“Lafayette, Farewell” tells the simple story of a 
man gradually losing his memories to what then 

was called dementia.
These stories, and all of Bradbury’s, really, have 

one thing in common: a deep understanding of 
what it means to be human, and to be affected 
by the world around you. In times such as this, 
when we are almost all hurting in one way or an-
other, works like Bradbury’s could not be more 
relevant.

Try any of the stories mentioned above. Try 
none of them and simply Google “Bradbury’s 
best short stories.” But pick up something of his 
and just read.

Because right now, we all need to be reminded 
it’s OK to be human.

Eisenbart/ Bradbury’s work is relevant
Continued from page 4
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Letter from the Editor 
Harry Colbert, Jr. 
 For me, the biggest side effect is 
peace of mind.  
 On June 10 I rolled up my right sleeve 
to receive my second dose of the Mod-
erna COVID-19 vaccine. Deciding to get 
vaccinated was a decision to which I 
didn’t arrive lightly. 
 Several factors weighed in my deci-
sion. The two that weighed most against 
getting the vaccine were the history of 
government sanctioned medical ex-
perimentation on Black people and the 
shockingly swift time it took to create 
and approve a vaccine. For many unvac-
cinated Black Americans those are two 
of the most cited reasons for their con-
tinued (and understandable) hesitancy.
 Consider the Tuskegee Experiment 
– a 50-year experiment on Black men 
who were intentionally denied available 
treatment for syphilis and misled to be-
lieve they were being treated – went on 
until 1972 and only ended after a whis-
tleblower went to the press. Just years 
earlier – as early as 1953 and as late as 
1965 – in my hometown of St. Louis, the 
government again unwittingly experi-
mented on poor, mostly Black residents 
of a housing project by spraying the 
air with radioactive particles. The hei-
nous experiment didn’t become publicly 
known until 2012 thanks to the diligent 
research of a community college profes-
sor. So the hesitancy is understandable. 
 Yes, we don’t know all the science be-
hind the vaccine, but we have a pretty 
good picture of what COVID-19 is and 
can do. Six hundred thousand deaths 
and 3.5 million cases in the U.S. alone. 
For me, these aren’t just numbers. I know 
people who lost their lives due to this 
insidious virus. I’ve had friends on the 
brink of death due to COVID and those 
with long term lung damage due to 
COVID pneumonia. I know COVID first-
hand. Thankfully my case was “mild.” 
 After recovering from my bout with 
the virus, I at first resisted the vaccine 
because I had the understanding that I 
most likely carried a certain level of im-
munity, but for how long and against 
what strains? 
 With three FDA approved vaccines – 
Moderna, Pfizer and Johnson & Johnson 

(the lone one-shot option) – I began to 
feel a bit more comfort in the vaccine 
and the science behind it. In May I decid-
ed to get the Moderna two-shot vaccine. 
I was intentional about choosing Moder-
na. 
 Dr. Kizzmekia Corbett, a scientist 
with the National Institutes of Health's 
is partly responsible for the Moderna 
vaccine. Corbett, a Black woman, has 
been working on a coronavirus vaccine 
for the past six years (understanding 
that COVID-19 is just one variant of the 
coronavirus). While we know there were 
several Black faces involved with the 
Tuskegee Experiment, I still chose to put 
my faith in Corbett that her efforts are 
ethical and sincere. For me, there was 
comfort in knowing a Black woman was 
deeply involved in the process of coming 
up with a safe and effective vaccine. 
 But to offer the most succinct answer 
as to my decision to get vaccinated it is 
my Aunt Claramarie. 
 Aunt Claramarie is as much a sur-
rogate mother as she is my aunt and 
when COVID-19 broke out she was left 
isolated in Upstate New York. While she 
remains in contact with her loved-ones 
via the telephone, we all longed for per-
sonal human interaction. Once travel 
restrictions eased for New York I visited 
Aunt Claramarie prior to being vaccinat-
ed. We were masked the entire time and 
not once were we able to share a simple 
hug. A kiss on the cheek was out of the 
question. 
 Aunt Claramarie was among the first 
to be vaccinated. She did it for her, but 
she did it for all of us. And when she 
asked if I had my shot(s) I said “no” and 
she said, “You need to be vaccinated.” 
And then she said, “And when you get 
a chance it would be nice for you to visit 
again.” 
 Truly, that’s all it took. No, I don’t know 
what – if any – long term side effects are 
in store due to the vaccine, but I do know 
I can't wait to see my aunt and give her 
a hug and kiss. If being able to be with 
the ones you love to most is a side effect 
of the vaccine, by all means, sign me up. 

612-588-9411
neighborhoodhealthsource.org

Fremont Clinic

3300 Fremont Ave N

No insurance? No problem! No
insurance required, 

public/private insurance accepted. 
Sliding fee discount available.

Now scheduling:
Well-child checkups
Immunizations
Covid-19 vaccines
(ages 12+)

Theater★★★

The Capri is booking rentals now!
Spaces available beginning 10/11/21.

thecapritheater.org/rent-4

NORTHERN VIEW
Far and wide.
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Reinbold has first court hearing
By Ann Bailey

Grand Forks Herald
THIEF RIVER FALLS – 

Minnesota Ninth Judi-
cial District Court Judge 
Tamara Yon ordered at 
Eric Reinbold’s first court 
hearing on Friday that 
Reinbold be held in Pen-

nington County Jail on a 
non-financial condition of 
no contact with the family 
of the victim he is charged 
with murdering.

No bail was set.
Reinbold, of Oklee, 

Minn., faces two charges 
of murder in the second 

degree in the death of his 
wife, Lissette. She was 
found dead on July 9 at the 
farm near Oklee where Eric 
Reinbold disappeared after 
his wife’s death, and fed-
eral and state authorities 
searched for him for near-
ly a month in Penning-

ton and Red Lake counties. 
Reinbold also was being 
sought for violating the 
terms of his release from 
federal prison, and there 
was a $10,000 reward for 
his capture.

Rise of 
Suni Lee 
is story of  
America
When I arrived in 

the Twin Cities 
for a new job in 

September 1987, I found 
an apartment on St. Paul’s 
East Side overlooking 

Swede Hollow, 
once the 
crowded, 
unsanitary 
home to 
thousands of 
Scandinavian 
immigrants.

They knew 
little English 
and held few 
resources 

beyond children and 
dreams, but after a 
generation or two they 
had risen to claim places 
in the offices, professions, 
society and government of 
Minnesota.

In 1987, my St. Paul 
neighbors included 
immigrant families from 
the highlands of Laos and 
refugee camps in Thailand: 
thousands of Hmong 
people, including many 
who had fought alongside 
U.S. military forces during 
the Vietnam War. They 
had started arriving in 
Minnesota in the mid-
1970s, settling mostly 
together, by extended 
family and clan, in St. Paul.

By the time I arrived a 
decade later, they – like 
the Swedes and other 
European immigrants 
before them – had begun 
to climb out of the hollows. 
Starting with self-help 
organizations, aided by 
public assistance and 
marked by determination, 
they began to take their 
places among us.

Today, they number 
about 66,000 in Minnesota, 
the majority living in St. 
Paul. They have bought 
homes and started 
businesses. They have 
become lawyers, police 
officers, nurses, teachers, 
state legislators.

And now an Olympic gold 
medalist.

Gymnast Suni Lee’s 
paternal grandfather fought 
alongside U.S. troops. Her 
parents were children when 
they fled Laos and took 
refuge in Thailand, then 
came to the United States. 
Through the trauma of 
war and flight they learned 
resilience.

Sia Lo, a St. Paul attorney 
and a member of Suni Lee’s 
extended family, told the 
Star Tribune last week why 
her Olympic achievements 
were so meaningful to the 
Hmong community. “The 
Hmong here are very proud 
to be American,” he said. 
“We hope all of America is 
proud of Suni. What she’s 
achieved showcases what is 
possible here in the United 
States.”

Suni Lee’s story has me 
recalling Hmong people 
I met and wrote about 
during the 20 years I lived 
and worked among them, 
including Mai Neng Moua. 
She was 21 when I talked 
with her in 1995. Her 
kidneys had been failing, 
and she was struggling 
to persuade her family 
that traditional Hmong 
remedies would not save 
her. The idea of dialysis 
horrified her mother, who 
offered boiled roots instead.

With her daughter 
translating, Yer Moua told 
me why she was opposed to 
modern medical treatment. 
“I don’t really know if 
she’s sick. I think the 
doctors make her sick.” She 
said surgery would make 
her a different person, 
something less than 
daughter. Mai teared up as 
she translated. “This is new 
to me,” she said.

Hagerty celebrated at UND event

By Pamela Knudson
Grand Forks Herald

The Red River Valley 
Motorcyclists 
organization has 

raised about $600,000 
for area nonprofit 
organizations and 
projects since it attained 
nonprofit, federal tax-
exempt status and started 
raising funds in earnest 
in 2001.

The club has made 
an impact on many 
fronts and improved 
the quality of life in the 
Valley, because of its 
unwavering commitment 

to supporting worthwhile 
causes – especially 
dedicated to veterans, 
peace officers, first-
responders and children 
– in the region.

“It makes us feel 
good, real good, to give 
organizations $20,000 
or $30,000,” said Larry 
Gaddie, RRVM president, 
who’s been an active 
member for 20 years.

The RRVM, founded 
in the early 1990s, has 
stayed true to its razor-
sharp focus on raising 
funds for worthwhile 
projects, Gaddie said.

“It’s all about 
fundraising for us,” said 
Mike Hagen, RRVM board 
member. “And it’s all 
done with heart.”

The efforts of the 
club have benefitted 
organizations on both 
sides of the Red River, he 
said. “The river has never 
divided us.”

Most of the funds are 
raised through the annual 
spring Red River Valley 
Motorcyclists show and 
raffle. Proceeds from the 
club’s earliest shows, 
held at the Gambucci-
Purpur arena, were given 

to Abate of North Dakota 
for motorcycle safety 
education. The show 
was moved to the Alerus 
Center about 14 years ago.

For the first time, this 
past May cars were added 
to the usual display of 
motorcycles in the Alerus 
Center’s 120,000-square-
foot arena. It was also the 
first time the event was 
branded as the “Spirit 
of America Bike and Car 
Show,” a name change 
proposed by Lance 
Solberg.

By Adam Kurtz
Grand Forks Herald

Marilyn Hagerty, the Grand 
Forks Herald’s decades-long 
voice of the community and col-
umnist, was feted at a dinner on 
Thursday, Aug. 5, to celebrate her 
honorary doctorate from UND.

The celebratory dinner was 
held at the Gorecki Alumni Cen-
ter and attended by Hagerty, 
UND administrators and several 
friends and well-wishers. The 
honorary degree was announced 
in March, but because of the 
coronavirus pandemic, UND did 
not hold an in-person gradu-
ation ceremony following the 
announcement.

Guests filtered in, enjoyed 
drinks and chatted before set-
tling down for dinner. After 
Hagerty was presented with a 
commemorative UND frame, 
with which she can dis-
play her honorary degree, 
she warmly thanked people 
for attending the celebration.  

CHUCK
HAGA

Reinbold
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Eric Hylden / Grand Forks Herald
Marilyn Hagerty is presented with a frame for her honorary degree by UND Alumni Association 
and Foundation Director DeAnna Carlson Zink and UND president Andrew Armacost during a 
dinner in Hagerty’s honor Thursday at the Gorecki Alumni Center. 

Pamela Knudson / Grand Forks Herald
Leaders of the Red River Valley Motorcyclists pose for a photo at the Veterans Memorial Park, one of the many projects 
the organi�ation supports with fundraising, primarily through an annual ra�e and a bike and car show. Pictured, from 
left, are: Tim Gowan, Larry Gaddie, Don Roberts and Mike Hagen.

RRVM’S FUNDRAISING 
EFFORTS HIT $600,000
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Club supports organizations that  
enhance quality of life in city, region
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Memorable moments, despite an empty calendar

by Tom Coombe
Echo editor

For the second time this year, 
the COVID-19 pandemic has 
brought parts of life to a stand-
still.

Through next weekend, and 
perhaps longer, a slew of activi-
ties that help define us here and 
elsewhere in the state are notice-
ably absent.

Most involve social activity, 
with gyms and movie theaters 
closed, restaurants severely limit-
ed, bars and event halls dark, and 
sporting events in the midst of a 
“pause.”

 A drive down Ely’s quiet 
Sheridan Street, especially at 
night, can be downright depress-
ing. 

Some businesses in town have 
simply called it quits, waiting 
with hope for spring, better times 
and fewer government mandates.  
Others face thousands upon 
thousands in lost revenue and are 
wondering how they’ll survive 
the winter.

For me, weekends usually 
jam-packed with activities and 
events are now absent of plans 
and schedules for a second time 
this year.

Saturday was shaping up to be 
another one of those day on the 
home front.

The first weekend of De-
cember, or really most winter 
weekends, typically come with a 
full slate.

Whether it’s basketball or 
hockey, high school or college, 
AD work or media coverage, or 
the occasional ski meet, the local 
sports calendar eats up every 
Friday night and Saturday.

When sports don’t prevail, we 
try to find time for a weekend 
getaway with the kids or rarer 
yet, there’s the chance husband-
and-wife trip to the Cities or a 

once-a-season flight to Vegas - 
usually during the NFL playoffs.

Last weekend promised noth-
ing in the way of activity, at least 
when the weekend began, and 
Hollee’s trip for groceries served 
as the most eventful part of a 
quiet Saturday afternoon.

Until Macy stepped in.
Our six-year-old had her own 

ideas once Hollee pulled the min-
ivan out of the driveway.

“Come on dad, let’s have a 
coloring contest,” she said.

Coloring? Me?  I conned my 
way through eighth-grade art 
class and haven’t had a crayon 
or paint brush in my hand since.  
The first-grader in our house, 
however,  has developed an 
appreciation and love of art in her 
young age, but that trait surely 
didn’t come from her father.

Yet boredom, guilt and obli-

gation prevailed and to the 
kitchen table I went.

Macy’s enthusiasm was 
infectious and endearing, 
and I couldn’t help but be 
drawn in.

She offered a few point-
ers as she colored animals 
and her favorite unicorns 
and asked me to do the 
same.

A few minutes had 
turned to a half hour and 
I’ll concede it was en-
joyable, especially to see 
Macy’s enthusiasm.

She’s only in first grade 
and already months of 
her education have been 
irrevocably altered by 
the pandemic. First came 
the spring shutdown that 
robbed her of  her last 
two-and-a-half months 
of kindergarten and the 
socialization that goes with 
it. Now a few more weeks, 
and hopefully no more than 
that, of distance learning.

Macy has adjusted better than 
her parents, and her first-grade 
teacher, Clara Roy, has made the 
transition as best as it can possi-
bly be.  First grade isn’t meant for 
Zoom meetings or recorded 
lessons, but Clara has done a 
marvelous job of preparing 
her students and their parents, 
and Macy has lit up with joy 
to see her friends and teacher 
via Zoom.

Our Saturday coloring was 
nearing an end, so I thought, 
when Macy tapped me on the 
shoulder and said “it’s time 
for the three marker chal-
lenge.”

For eight minutes, we each 
used three markers or crayons 
from her extensive collection 
and came up with our own 
masterpieces.  It’s safe to say 

the first grader won, but Macy 
provided a few words of encour-
agement after her victory.

Sunday’s schedule was vacant 
as well, but mild temperatures 
and early ice provided another 
unique opportunity.

Like seemingly everyone else 
with young kids, we wound up on 
a frozen lake on one of numerous 
makeshift ice rinks.

Hollee’s sister Heidi, our niece 
Corral and her three-year-old 
Beau and several other friends 
and family members were en-
joying the day and invited Macy 
along.

Macy’s trepidation about fro-
zen lakes - not long ago she was 
scared when we would drive by 
one - didn’t last.

After more than an hour of 
sledding and running, she donned 
a pair of skates for the first time 
in her life. And loved it.

Heidi, Corral and Hollee took 
turns holding her, and within 
minutes she was hanging on to a 
folding chair and trying her own 
skills.

Minutes turned to an hour 
and then another hour and we 
were ready to go home, but Macy 
would have none of it. She had 

more skating and sliding to do 
with her aunt and would get a 
ride home.

There’s no need to borrow 
skates for her next visit as she 
now has her own, and her grand-
ma Peg joked that figure skating 
may be next. She could very well 
be right.

If my social media feed was 
any indication, a few families 
also made lemonade out of lem-
ons last weekend, filling the void 
of cancellations and scrapped 
events to create some memories.

In a decade-and-a-half as a 
parent, whether it’s with the boys 
or with Macy, there’s no greater 
joy than seeing your kids smile, 
seeing them happy, forging a 
bond with activities that go 
beyond the ordinary. A coloring 
contest or the first time skating, 
or perhaps a trip to a game or 
a New Year’s Eve dinner at a 
four-star restaurant.  Bonds are 
created. Memories made.

Those planned events will 
resume soon without a doubt, 
with permission or without. But 
last weekend showed that even 
an empty calendar can lead to 
moments that will forever live on.

GETTING help from Corral Meskill 
was Macy Coombe on Shagawa Lake 
last weekend.

BETTER THAN DAD - Macy Coombe’s artistic skills may have 
outdone her dad Tom as they both did some coloring. 

 
 
the Boundary Waters Jour-
nal where my dad said he 
had 15 customers. I asked 
him about it and said it was 
under 10.”

But perseverance paid 
off and “Doc” Udovich con-
tinued to be available to his 
dental customers 24 hours a 
day in town, running back 
and forth to wherever he was 
needed. 

And the location was 
always a big seller since 
canoeists had to paddle past 
their resort on their way 
from Lake One to Lake Two 
and beyond. 

“Our biggest draw is peo-
ple paddling past and they 
see the cabins and a stack 
of canoes.

“I don’t make a great 
living renting canoes I need 
to rent cabins. One of the 
easiest things to do is rent 
a cabin and one of hardest 
thing to do is to rent a canoe 
on a canoe only lake.” 

Struggles can come in all 
forms and at Kawishiwi it 
included federal legislation 
and a federal disaster in the 
form of the Pagami Fire. 

“This really is an amaz-
ing place somebody put 
here with great struggle. At 
the time there were like 42 
businesses sold off to the 
feds. You think about the 
resorts on Basswood Lake 
and this place would’ve been 
a resort just like the ones on 
Basswood.”

Realizing the history of 
the Basswood Resorts was 
either burned to the ground 
or dragged out on the ice to 
be sunk to the bottom of the 
lake made Udovich realize 
the importance of Kaw-
ishiwi Lodge for the area’s 
history.

“That’s why I pushed to 
get it on the National Reg-
ister. Ma and pa resorts are 
disappearing, there’s not 
many left. I’ve been living 
at the resort for 28 years and 
if it’s been here 100 years 
that’s only about 25 percent 
of the time.

“One of the reasons it 
was successful was because 

it was one of the first resorts 
that had power. And that’s  
because Frank Zgonc was 
county commissioner and he 
got power out there.

You would not think of 
this as a luxury resort but 
it was before there were 
luxury resorts. It’s like the 
American Dream where you 
had people who worked their 
rear ends off and they were 
rewarded for it handsomely. 

“It was a busy place, you 
had to work all hours of the 
day and night and they’re 
still like that where they’re 
excited to get here and they 
want to go fishing in the 
morning.”

Those customers who 
came with their children 
years and years ago have 
passed on the love for Kaw-
ishiwi Lodge.

“This year somebody 
told me they were the sixth 
generation of Kawishiwi 
customers. Now you think 
that goes back to the days 
when people would get out 
of their vehicles to go over 
the Garden Lake bridge or 
the crossing at Uncle Judd’s 
Creek in case the car fell in.”

Even today, many people 
arrive at Kawishiwi Lodge 
and don’t make trips back 
to town. 

And when other econo-
mies suffered, Kawishiwi 
and other Ely resorts did 
well.

“When you had the mar-
ket crash in 2008 that helped 
us because they couldn’t take 
expensive vacation. They 
couldn’t go to Europe for 
$5,000 but they could go to 
Kawishiwi for $1,000. The 
average ma and pa operation 
had a boom.

“And Covid introduced 
a bunch more people to Ely, 
especially with the Cana-
dian border being closed. 
Sometimes when there’s a 
big downturn in the national 
economy, Ely reacts in the 
opposite,” said Udovich.  

“And I pass that money 
in a circle in Ely by buying 
products and services in 
town. And this year, espe-
cially with Covid, custom-
ers have never been more 

appreciative than they were 
this year. 

“I owe all of this to the 
Zgonc family and my dad. 
It’s been a struggle at times 
but we’ve made it work,” 
said Udovich. 

That includes the Pagami 
Fire that ravaged the number 
lakes and reduced the num-
ber of permits available out 
of Lake One.

“People don’t realize this 
but that killed one of the 
most easiest entry points. 
Fire is way of nature so is 
cancer but you don’t want 
either one around. You want 
fire somewhere else or when 
you’re gone. It decimated 
Lake One and then they cut 
permits by four.”

The number of permits 
out of Lake One has dropped 
for 23 to 18 to 14. 

Again, it was persever-
ance and hard work that 
kept the resort going with 
2020 being one of the best 
years. Being the recipient of 
a national award may make 
sthe work seem worthwhile.

“I invited people from the  
Minnesota Historical Soci-
ety to come up to see what 
we have and they were blown 
away by the significance 
and story of the property. 
Nothing holds a candle to 
its historical significance.” 

Udovich said the remod-
eling that was done on the 
cabins was on the inside, to 
leave the look the same as 
when they were built. 

“We have redone all the 
cabins on the inside but if 
there was graffiti from 1930s 
and 1940s on the walls, we 
kept that.”

While there are some 
who come back to reminisce 
it doesn’t include the Zgonc 
family.

“There are very few 
Zgonc relatives around. John 
and Frank never had kids, 
Molly and Marge never had 
kids.”

Since the Udovich family 
has owned the resort they 
have replaced two cabins 
and added three for a total 
of 19. 

“With the resort pushing 
20 cabins the maintenance 

is staggering but the 
maintenance is kept 
up.

“It’s still a sought 
after place and people 
love we’re still mak-
ing memories.”

“We don’t have 
granite countertops. 
I’m looking for some-
one who used to go in 
the Boundary Waters 
and now wants to stay 
in a cabin where the 
high water mark is the 
start of the BWCA. 
There’s no internet in 
the cabins and very 
little cell service. And 
we don’t allow any 
audible noise outside 
the cabins. 

“It’s a very specif-
ic niche market but 
there’s a lot of people 
who want to be on 
a lake with a screen porch 
and a fire pit. You can have 
that on Insula or Basswood 
but you can’t have a cabin. I 
put what we have with any 
place in the world except the 
owner works there. 

“It being a canoe only 
resort helps my business. 
We’re the only one in the 
world obligated by law to 
only have canoes. 

“What’s interesting is 
many years ago when there 
still wasn’t a road here, 
Frank and John Zgonc dy-
namited the channel so it 
was deep enough to get a 
motorboat through. 

“When the Fer nberg 
Road was put in around 1932 
to Lake One, people would 
go to the public access and 
motor from the public access 
to the bay to get here. There 
wasn’t a driveway until the 
early 1940s.  

“Also, our property was 
never logged. It has mas-
sive beautiful old growth 
pines on it. We’ve always 
had beautiful trees some of 
the oldest biggest trees are 
there.”

Getting on the National 
Register is an honor for the 
resort and reflects the hard 
work of all those who have 
worked at Kawishiwi Lodge.

“This is an amazing hon-

or. It took parts of five years, 
we started in 2016 and we 
won’t actually get the plaque 
until early next year.”

Kawishiwi Lodge is a 
family owned and operated 
resort. Frank and Nicole 
have three kids and who 
are an integral part of the 
operation.

“They are like an attrac-
tion of their own. We have 
kids who come from year 
after year and our kids are 
ambassadors, they’re like the 
liaison for kids. Right away 
they’re teaching them  to 
do stand up paddleboard or 
play ghost in the graveyard, 
catching frogs, playing pin-
ball, fishing off the docks or 
cooking s’mores at the end 
of the day. We put 100 to 
110 people in camp a week 
and up to 35 are under 16 
years old.”

Son Frank is just nine 
years old but he’s in his sec-
ond year of helping to clean 
cabins. Violet is a social but-
terfly at age 11 and Penelope 
is just four.  

“Frank and I make beds 
together every single day. 
They do the garbage with 
me and they can talk about 
the lake, day permits and 
fishing.”

“Violet is 11 and she’s so 
social. Plus she can shuttle 
with the golf cart anything 

you need .  She’s 
the one spearhead-
ing the activities. 
The kids roam the 
property 16 hours 
a day. We may put 
sunscreen on them 
five times a day but 
I’m getting the full 
reward out of sacri-
fices my dad and the 
Zgoncs made. 

Frank Udovich 
was sure to give 
credit to who he de-
fined as the key to 
the whole operation, 
his wife of 13 years, 
Nicole.

“Nicole redid the 
website, answers 
phone calls and is 
emailing 24/7 while 
living and working 
out there. 

“We l ived out 
there for a few years without 
running water - how many 
women would do that? When 
she got here she bumped up 
the rates and made every-
thing easier, more produc-
tive and more efficient.”

Frank Udovich also ac-
knowledged other resort 
families in the area who 
were always forthcoming 
with help and information. 

“Like the Olsons, the 
LaMontagnes, the Hotal-
lings, the Baltich’s and the 
LaTourells for example, I am 
grateful for their help they 
gave me. Those people run 
good businesses.” 

Udovich also gathered 
much of the information on 
the resort from the Skraba 
brothers, Roger and Jerome 
and former manager Harry 
Homer. 

And when the snow melts 
and people begin showing up 
at Kawishiwi Lodge in 2021, 
they may notice the plaque 
stating they are staying at a 
National Register of Historic 
Places site. 

“They’ll come and stay 
in Scandinavian style cabins 
with a view of the lake, just 
like people did starting in 
1924,” said Udovich. 

Kawishiwi Lodge to be listed on National Register of Historic Places

LAKE ONE’S FINEST Molly Zgonc 
holds a northern at Kawishiwi Lodge. 

(Continued from Page 9)

…If in fact, one entire section…were used by TMM as a dry stack tailings 
facility, that is only about .7 of 1% of the School Trust lands (86,000 acres) 
contained in the proposed Federal withdrawal area.  

Dear DNR Commissioner 
Sarah Strommen:

I write to you as the 
Chairman and CEO of two 
Ely based 501 (c) (3) non-
profits, Up North Jobs and 
the Ely Area Development 
Association.  We have ac-
tively promoted economic 
development and job growth 
in northeastern Minnesota 
for the past 10 years. We all 
serve as unpaid volunteers.

We, and many, many 
pro-mining organizations, 
governmental entities and 
stakeholders are profoundly 
disappointed and distressed 
over the actions of the U. S. 
Forest Service and Bureau of 
Land Management who re-
cently canceled two mineral 
leases held by Twin Metals 
Minnesota (TMM).  

Your letter of February 
15, 2022 to Kelly Osborne, 
Twin Metals Minnesota’s 
CEO, advises that the DNR 
“has directed its staff to stop 
work on the environmental 
review for the proposed Twin 
Metals project”.  Your letter 
indicates that the decision by 
the DNR to stop work on the 
environmental review was 
reached in collaboration with 
TMM.  And, given the fact 
that TMM will probably be 
compelled to seek relief in 
court to overturn the arbi-
trary, capricious and politi-
cally motivated decision by 
the Biden Administration to 
kill TMM’s proposed cop-
per-nickel mine, we believe 
we understand why TMM 
wants to end or pause the in-
come contract for the DNR’s 

work on the environmental 
review. 

Still, we wish to call your 
attention to your “concerns 
about the proposed location 
for the tailings disposal fa-
cility”.  You wrote,

“In addition to the DNR’s 
regulatory role, DNR serves 
as the manager of state lands 
and state owned minerals. 
In this capacity, the DNR 
has a responsibility to make 
decisions about the use of 
these lands and minerals 
that are in the best interest 
of the State and any mineral 
beneficiaries.  Based on in-
formation available to date, 
the DNR has determined that 
Twin Metals’ currently pro-
posed location for its tailings 
facility would potentially 
encumber School Trust min-
eral resources. Furthermore, 
the DNR believes this use 
would pose an unacceptable 
financial risk to the State 
and potentially to the School 
Trust Fund. The DNR has 
notified the Office of School 
Trust Lands of our concerns 

with the proposed tailings 
facility location”.

We understand your con-
cern and concur with your 
statement that the DNR has 
a responsibility to make de-
cisions about the use of these 
lands and minerals that are in 
the best interest of the State 
and any minerals beneficia-
ries.  Yet, we are puzzled by 
your concern that the use of 
TMM’s tailing facility on 
Public School Trust land 
would “would pose an unac-
ceptable financial risk to the 
State and potentially to the 
School Trust Fund”. 

Please consider these 
facts.  TMM’s proposed dry 
stack tailings facility would 
be situated on less than one 
section, i.e., on less than 640 
acres of Public School Trust 
lands.  The proposed federal 
withdrawal area consists of 
234,328 acres. Within the 
federal withdrawal appli-
cation area, there are ap-
proximately 86,000 acres of 
Public School Trust lands.  
(publicly available GIS Data) 

If in fact, one entire sec-
tion (640 acres) were used by 
TMM as a dry stack tailings 
facility, that is only about .7 
of 1% of the School Trust 
lands (86,000 acres) con-
tained in the proposed Fed-
eral withdrawal area.  And, 
TMM has not suggested that 
the School Trust Fund would 
not be compensated for the 
use of 640 acres of School 
Trust Lands.  

We don’t understand why 
and perhaps the DNR can 
explain how this would pose 
an unacceptable risk to the 
State and potentially to the 
School Trust Fund. 

Lastly, we suggest that 
your concerns regarding 
financial risk to the State 
and to the School Trust Fund 
regarding Minnesota Per-
manent School Trust lands 
should be directed to the U. 
S. Forest Service and Bureau 
of Land Management.

Gerald M. Tyler
Up North Jobs Inc.
Ely, MN

WE HAVE IMMEDIATE OPENINGS 
IN THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS:

•  Certifi ed Nursing Assistant-
   $3,000 SIGN-ON BONUS

Flexible Full-Time and Part-Time Positions 
 Available. Benefi ts are available for full 
 time positions, competitive  
 pay up to $16.69-$20.36 per 
 hour (with experience credit 
 pay given to qualifi ed 
 applicants), paid time off .
 No certifi cation required.   
 Become certifi ed while working.

•  Part-Time MDS Coordinator
Apply Today at 

https://boundarywaterscc.com/careers/
For more information contact:

Sarah Spate Human Resources,
200 W Conan St, Ely MN 55731

sspate@boundarywaterscc.com
218-365-8756

We're Hiring!We're Hiring!

Hoyt Lakes   Biwabik   Virginia   Hibbing   Ely

(877) 672-2848

Do you want to make an impact in a person’s life? At NorthRidge
we are committed to empowering our members to take control
and realize financial freedom. You can have the opportunity to
provide a positive member experience every day!

Location: Ely NorthRidge BranchLocation: Ely NorthRidge Branch
To Apply: Online at nrccu.org/careers, email
your resume to employment@nrccu.org, or
stop by any of our branches for assistance!

nrccu.org
Teller: Full or Part-TimeTeller: Full or Part-Time

$14.00 per hour$14.00 per hour

Your history.       
Your Town.

ELY 
ECHO

Rest easy, Anne. Your legacy carries on
by Tom Coombe
Echo editor

Anne Swenson never cared about popu-
larity contests, taking the easy way out or 
capitalizing on her gender to get ahead.

In fact, one of the statements from 
Anne that I’ll never forget, and one she re-
peated more than once during the decades 
I worked with her was this: “I don’t belong 
to women’s groups.”

Anne, who passed away Wednesday 
afternoon at the age of 85 and after emerg-
ing from a series of health problems that 
would have taken the strongest among us 
much earlier, wouldn’t have it any other 
way.

A trailblazer? Forget about that. She 
plowed through snow piles a mile high 
nearly five decades ago, when she pur-
chased the Ely Echo.

Today, women own businesses, sit on 
the U.S. Supreme Court and serve in the 
U.S. Senate and one is just a heartbeat 
away from leading the nation.

That was unheard of nearly 50 years 
ago, when Anne became one of the only 
female business owners in town.

In a male-dominated world, Anne more 
than held her own, which perhaps is one of 
the reasons she later scoffed at organized 
efforts to promote women’s causes. She 
clawed and fought and carved her own 
place without any help, and seemed to take 
offense at suggestions her gender needed 
a boost from government or society as a 
whole.

Anne was never afraid to take a stand, 
even when it came with a hefty price.  
Many times through the years, when a 

controversial issue arose and the Echo 
took an editorial stand that was bound to 
ruffle feathers at City Hall, at the school 
or in the business community, Anne 
harkened back to a time not long after she 
bought the paper - when the Echo sur-
vived both organized advertising boycotts 
and she shook off threats of bodily harm.

Buying the paper gave Anne a lead-
ing role in community journalism, yet 
she was the first to admit she was not a 
trained journalist. Early on, she leaned on 
the skills and wisdom of the late Jackpine 
Bob Cary, who added both journalistic 
credibility and a showman’s flair to the 
Echo’s pages. Even when they disagreed, 
which was not a rare occurrence, there 
was a genuine respect between the two 
that helped them both make the Echo a 
must-read each and every week.

And though she wasn’t a journalist 
by trade, Anne developed a passion for 
community journalism. She took pride 
whenever the Echo told a unique Ely story, 
and justifiably made note when the state’s 
biggest names - from Perpich and Ober-
star to Nolan, Klobuchar and Rukavina 
- stopped by the office or called in for an 
inside opinion about a hot issue.

That passion included more than 20 
years coordinating one of Ely’s most 
under the radar events - when journalists 
from around the globe came to Ely and the 
Echo every summer as part of a whirlwind 
tour of the country. In a matter of weeks in 
2016, those journalists went from partying 
at Anne’s house to taking in the second 
presidential debate between Donald 
Trump and Hillary Clinton.

Anne has two children, but the Echo 
seemed to be an equal third. She sacri-
ficed, personally and financially, to make 

sure the newspaper carried on. It’s never 
easy to be a small-town newspaper owner, 
and the last couple decades have been 
doubly or triply so as more and more 
publications are gobbled up by large news-
paper groups or simply go out of busi-
ness altogether - as victims of dwinding 
population, smaller advertising bases and 
changing technology. Think about this: 
go back and look at the businesses that 
advertised in the Echo when Anne took 
over in the mid-1970s. Zup’s, and the Echo 
itself, are two of the few still around. That 
is a testament to Anne’s leadership, loyalty 
and perseverance.

That uninterrupted passion for her 
business sometimes made Anne a tough 
boss, but she lived up to her own de-
mands. She didn’t expect an employee to 
do anything she wouldn’t do herself, and 
well through her 60s she was often the last 
to leave the building - sometimes as the 
clock closed in on midnight.

Anne appreciated loyal staff and some 
were treated to dinner and drinks at her 
favorite summer haunt - Burntside Lodge. 
She knew the impact an Echo paycheck 
had for many of her workers and once 
shed tears while laying off an employee 
long ago.

There’s no doubt Anne softened a bit in 
her golden years. She cut back those office 
hours to a schedule that still added up to 
full-time and still spent many evenings at 
home working to make the Echo a better 
publication. 

The pride she took in family was more 
evident as well. Both upstairs in the old 
Echo office on Sheridan to her desk at the 
center of what sometimes is office chaos 
on Chapman, there were photos of kids 
and grandkids and precious moments. She 

treated longtime staff as family, making 
note of photos and special moments and 
offering thoughtful gifts. For Anne, it was 
a bit of work-life balance that may not 
have been there earlier in her tenure,

The last couple of years weren’t easy 
for Anne, who made independence a 
badge of honor. Strokes and other mala-
dies impacted her eyesight, her ability to 
drive and her balance, but not her feisti-
ness or love of the Echo. Recent columns 
made note of her transition yet included 
her spunk and tell-it-like-she-feels-it 
demeanor.

She let us all know about her weeks-old 
transition to the nursing home but anyone 
who knew Anne knew that Boundary Wa-
ters Care Center would never be a long-
term destination.

This week came with another downturn 
in health, a transfer to Ely-Bloomenson 
and then Virginia. Anne seemed to know 
what would be next and the reports from 
Tuesday into Wednesday came with 
sadness but not much surprise. Peaceful-
ly, with family members at her side, her 
extraordinary life came to an end.

True to form, there won’t be a funer-
al, and it’s also fitting that she timed her 
passing to make deadline. A last-minute 
column from a vacation home in Florida? 
What better way to honor Anne’s memory.

She leaves behind a family she truly 
loved, but a newspaper that continues 
to have her personal stamp and both the 
battle-scars and victories that came by 
forging her own trail at a time when it 
wasn’t easy or popular to do so.

Rest easy, Anne. Your legacy carries 
on. 


