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OPINION

Have an opinion on a topic  aff ecting Henning and the  surround-
ing area? Write a Letter to the Editor to share your thoughts. 

Deadlines for all Letter’s to the Editor is Friday at 12 p.m. Letter’s 
can be emailed to news@henningadvocate.com or dropped off  

at the Citizen’s Advocate offi  ce at 412 Douglas Ave.

Have your opinion heard

Landmark Center
Dan Broten

Letter’s to the Editor
 Th e Citizen’s Advocate accepts and encourages Letters to 
the Editor from readers on subjects of current and general in-
terest. All letters must be signed and include contact informa-
tion from the author. Letters can be emailed, as long as the 
editor is able to verify the author of the letter prior to publica-
tion. Th e Citizen’s Advocate reserves the right to edit all letters 
and refuse the publication of any Letter to the Editor without 
explanation or prior notice. Opinions expressed in letters 
and guest opinions are not necessarily the opinion of this 
newspaper or its staff .
 Th e Publisher shall not be liable for slight changes or ty-
pographical errors that do not lessen the value of an adver-
tisement. Th e Publisher’s liability for other errors or omissions 
in connection with an advertisement is strictly limited to one 
publication of the advertisement in any subsequent issue or 
the refund of any monies paid for the advertisement.
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Henning Happenings
Chad Koenen

Ask a Trooper
Sgt. Jesse Grabow

 Question: It’s so cold in 
the winter, I am thinking 
about getting one of  those 
fuzzy steering wheel covers. 
I think they will help keep 
my hands warm while driv-
ing. But my question is, are 
they legal?
 Answer: Steering wheel 
covers are legal. A quick 
reminder though—it’s al-
ways the driver’s responsi-
bility to keep control of  the 
vehicle at all times, even if  
the steering wheel cover be-
comes loose. Every driver is 
responsible for knowing the 
actual and potential hazards 
on the highway and using 
due care in operating a ve-
hicle. This includes on snow, 
ice, slush, frost, wet roads or 

any type of  conditions. 
 If  you have any questions 
concerning traffi  c related 
laws or issues in Minnesota, 
send your questions to Trp. 
Jesse Grabow – Minnesota 
State Patrol at 1000 Highway 
10 West, Detroit Lakes, MN 
56501-2205. 

Steering wheel 
covers are 
legal to utilize

 The Landmark Center 
will host two CPR training 
classes on Wednesday, Feb. 
16 from 6-10 p.m. and Satur-
day, Feb. 26 from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Each of  these four hour 
classes will be presented by 
Tri-County Health Care at 
the Landmark Center. A fee 
will be discounted thanks 
to grant funding from Lake 
Region Electric Cooperative. 
Participants will receive a 
two year CPR certifi cation 
for successfully completing 
this class. Space is limited, 
you must call the Landmark 
Center at 548-5760 to RSVP.
 Our reading group “Bev-
erage and a Book” will 
meet from 2-4 p.m. on Tues-
day, Feb. 15 to discuss “My 
Grandmother asked me to 
tell you She’s Sorry.” Cop-
ies of  this book are available 
at the Landmark Center for 
those wishing to join the dis-
cussion.  Viking Bookmobile 
visits Henning every oth-

er Tuesday with next visit 
scheduled for Feb. 15 from 
3:45-4:30 p..m near the Land-
mark Station building.
 The Landmark Center 
continues to ask for Hen-
ning history through your 
family stories and photos. 
Our goal is to tell the story 
of  life in Henning through a 
book or exhibit. Please con-
tact the Landmark Center at 
548-5760 if  you have photos 
we may scan or any stories 
you wish to submit.

Landmark 
to host CPR 
training 

 If  you were to write an 
instruction manual about 
how a community could 
come together in the face 
of  a tragic or monumental 
occasion, you didn’t need to 
look any farther than the 
tiny town of  Henning. 
 In just a matter of  years 
the community lost a 
young child to cancer, two 
children were diagnosed 
with rare illnesses in the 
same class and a teenager 
was killed in a car acci-
dent on his way to school. 
Our boys basketball team 
became the Cinderella dar-
lings on their way to a state 
championship (and likely a 
second one had COVID-19 
occurred a few months lat-
er) and our volleyball and 
girls basketball teams ad-
vanced to their fi rst-ever 
state tournaments. 
 Each time our communi-
ty came together as one to 
show support for one an-
other. It didn’t matter who 
you voted for as mayor or 
to the city council. It didn’t 
matter if  you thought the 
city should make cuts to 
staffi  ng, or whether you 
thought they should add 
more employees. We put 
aside our diff erences and 
came together for the bet-
terment of  our community. 
 After walking out of  
Monday’s special city coun-
cil meeting in which the 
council accepted the resig-
nation of  public works em-
ployees Brenden Marku-
son and Travis Arndt, one 
couldn’t help but feel that 
the community together-
ness we felt just a few years 
ago was nothing, but a dis-
tant memory. 
 The truth is we have al-
ways had diff erences in 
our thoughts, all commu-
nities do. The only change 
is that today neither side is 
willing to look past those 
diff erences to fi nd common 

ground. It’s always “their 
fault” for what happened, 
or for a decision that was 
made. An argument ensues 
and nothing is ever accom-
plished besides more pain 
and suff ering. 
 On the wall of  Citizen’s 
Advocate are several front 
pages from important sto-
ries and moments over the 
past few years.
 Two of  the front pag-
es that stick out the most 
are from the boys basket-
ball team holding the state 
championship trophy at 
mid court of  the Target 
Center in 2019 and the vol-
leyball team a few months 
later celebrating the fi rst 
time a Henning girls team 
advanced to state. 
 Both pictures featured a 
sea of  orange behind them 
in a sign of  community to-
getherness that few towns 
would be able to show-
case. I remember visiting 
with some of  the security 
guards at the state basket-
ball tournament in 2019 
who all shared the same 
notion—how can a town of  
just 800 people have just as 
many fans attend a game 
as many of  the Class 4A 
schools? 
 I remember waiting in 
the skyway for an hour 
to get through the gate in 
2019, and we were not even 
close to the fi rst people 
from Henning who were in 
line. 
 How impressive was it to 

see a sea of  orange on TV 
during the state tourna-
ment? Nobody cared if  you 
sat next to someone you 
didn’t necessarily talk to 
on a daily basis? We were 
there to show our support 
for our community, not for 
individual goals. When the 
school tried to organize a 
charter bus we fi lled sev-
eral, after the bank and 
a few businesses stepped 
up to the plate to fork out 
hundreds of  dollars apiece 
to make sure anyone who 
wanted to go to the games 
would be able to do so with-
out having to drive in Min-
neapolis. 
 In the background of  
a picture we have on our 
wall of  the volleyball team 
advancing to state, there 
is a glow of  orange shirts 
of  fans cheering in unison 
for our volleyball team. 
Everyone was cheering re-
gardless of  their political 
beliefs, because we were all 
there to cheer on our tiny 
piece of  paradise. 
 One thing I will never 
forget was the night Jacob 
Quam was killed in a car 
accident in 2017 was how 
a group of  high schoolers 
came together to organize 
a candlelight prayer on the 
infi eld of  the baseball fi eld. 
There were tears and a few 
smiles from some of  the 
memories that were shared 
from the teen who was lost 
too soon. At the end of  the 
day, no one cared about 
past diff erences, we came 
together as a hurting com-
munity. It’s a memory of  
community togetherness 
that few of  us will ever for-
get. 
 Earlier today I came 
across a Facebook post 
by Cora Wiirre. The post 
was made in response to a 
somewhat heated Facebook 
thread about the current 

state of  the City of  Hen-
ning. After the city council 
meeting on Monday night 
I asked if  we could share 
part of  her post in the 
newspaper as her words 
seem to summarize exactly 
the point I want to make—
we have always had our 
diff erences and we always 
will, we just need to fi nd 
common ground. I want to 
thank her for allowing me 
to share a portion of  it with 
you. 
 “Some time ago, there 
was a little boy with cancer 
who lives in a small town,” 
she wrote on Facebook. “He 
and the family needed all 
the support they could get. 
Did everyone in this town 
always see eye to eye even 
at that time, no, but one of  
their own was very sick. 
All beefs were set aside and 
the townsfolk came togeth-
er, all the focus was set on 
helping ‘fi x’ the sick boy. It 
took a few years, but they 
all did it. Help even poured 
in from around the states 
and put that little boy and 
his hometown on the map.
It took time, but with God’s 
help and people, he was 
healed.”
 Wiirre went on to say 
that it feels like Henning is 
“sick,” and in time, if  we all 
work together like they did 
for that little boy in Hen-
ning, we can also be healed. 
 If  we truly want to come 
together and heal as a com-
munity, we can do that as 
we have put aside our dif-
ferences on a moment’s 
notice in the past. But it 
will  take everyone putting 
aside their diff erences to 
truly work together. No one 
will get exactly their way, 
but if  we work together we 
will thrive like we have so 
many times before and will 
accomplish great things as 
a community.

Henning needs to come 
together once again

Photo by Chad Koenen
The Henning community came together in a big way in 2019 as they cheered on the boys basketball on their 
way to a state championship. It was just one example of people in this community putting their differences 
aside to come together for the betterment of everyone. 

Contributed illustration
Fuzzy covers are legal, however it is the drivers re-
sponsibility to make sure it doesn’t effect control of 
the vehicle. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


