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Pilots, ground crews 

By Chelsey Perkins

Brainerd

Walking and waiting and walking some 
more — that’s how Mike Dornan spent 
his time Tuesday, May 3, at the airtanker 

base at Brainerd Lakes Regional Airport.
The 65-year-old Fire Boss pilot is ready for 

liftoff whenever he gets the call to help tame a 
wildfire from the air. But this year, he’s starting 
to get a little antsy.

“We’re just waiting for a fire,” Dornan said 
while standing next to his plane. “We pre-flight 
every day, make sure it’s all ready to roll. But 
then it’s up to nature.”

By Theresa Bourke

BRAINERD — The city 
of Brainerd will contin-
ue its financial contri-
butions to the Northland 
Arboretum for another 
year and a half.

After about 40 min-
utes of testimony on the 
benefits the Arboretum 
brings to Brainerd and 
the surrounding com-
munity, Brainerd City 
Council members voted 
4-3 Monday, May 2, to 
allocate money set aside 
in the city charter for a 
greenspace organiza-

tion to the Arboretum
through 2023.

“We’re happy with
the final decision,” said
Candice Zimmermann,
Northland Arboretum
director, in a phone
interview Tuesday. “I’m
very pleased with Pres-
ident (Kelly) Bevans’
leadership last night.”

Zimmermann and other
Arboretum supporters
spoke at the meeting in
hopes of persuading City
Council members to con-
tinue allocating funds

Brainerd to fund Arb through 2023
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By Theresa Bourke

BRAINERD — Are 
there litter boxes in 
school bathrooms in 
Brainerd?

The answer is no, 
despite persistent social 
media rumors.

“We have not yet 
been asked to have a 
litter box in our bath-
rooms,” said Brainerd 
High School Principal 
Andrea Rusk, during an 
April 25 interview.

Forestview Middle 
School Principal Jon 
Anderson said there are 
no litter boxes in his 
school either, and he 
has never been asked 
about making any sort 
of accommodations for 
students who allegedly 
identify as animals.

“Might be a differ-
ent school, might be 
a different communi-
ty, might be a different 
state, but it’s not hap-
pening at Forestview 
Middle School,” he said.

Claims of litter boxes 
in school bathrooms 
have cropped up on 
social media both local-
ly and around the coun-
try. When a community 
member made a claim 
about litter boxes being 
in Brainerd at a March 9 
School Board meeting, 
Board Chair Ruth Nel-
son refuted it.

“There are no litter 
boxes in our school, and 
that’s a rumor that’s 
gotten out of hand,” 
Nelson said.

School districts 
around the coun-
try, including in Iowa, 
Wisconsin, Michi-
gan and Nebraska, 
have debunked rumors 
appearing to originate 

School officials say 
there are no litter 
boxes in bathrooms
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By Dana Ferguson

ST. PAUL — Abortion 
would remain legal — 
at least right away — 
in Minnesota under a 
draft U.S. Supreme Court 

opinion that would 
overturn the landmark 
Roe v. Wade decision 
and return the issue of 
abortion access to the 
states.

Politico late on Mon-

day, May 2, reported that 
the high court was poised 
to strike down the prec-
edent based on a leaked 
copy of a draft opin-
ion. In the draft opinion 
penned by Justice Sam-

uel Alito, the majority
writes that “Roe was
egregiously wrong from
the start” and should be
overturned.

‘Not on my watch’ is Walz’ vow to
uphold abortion access in Minn.
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By Lawrence Hurley, 
Andrew Chung  
and Jan Wolfe

Reuters
WASHINGTON — 

President Joe Biden on 
Tuesday criticized as 
“radical” a draft U.S. 
Supreme Court decision 
that would overturn the 
landmark 1973 Roe v. 
Wade decision that legal-
ized abortion nationwide, 
a bombshell that was 
denounced by Democrats 
and stunned even some 
moderate Republicans.

The court confirmed 
that the text, published 
late on Monday by the 
news outlet Politico, 
was authentic but said 
it did not represent the 
final decision of the jus-
tices, which is due by 
the end of June. Demo-
crats scrambled to plan a 
response to the news that 
a half-century of abor-
tion access for American 
women could come to an 
end.

“I believe that a wom-
an’s right to choose is 
fundamental,” Biden 
said in a statement.

President Biden pledges to protect 
‘fundamental’ right to abortion
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