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Winona
city budget:
5% tax hike,
staffing cuts
by CHRIS ROGERS

The city of Winona’s draft budget for 
next year proposes a 5-percent tax hike, 
staffing cuts, reduced funding for road 
repair, and plans to spend some of the 
city’s reserves. It would mark the larg-
est reduction in city staff since the Great 
Recession and a bit of austerity for a city 
that has become more fiscally ambitious 
in recent years. At the same time, the 
5-percent tax hike is in the middle of 
the pack when compared to property tax 
levy increases over the past five years.

The draft budget included $470,000 
for repairing neighborhood city streets, 
down from the normal $800,000 or 
more. The City Council reduced that 
figure to $365,000 on Monday after vot-
ing not to use city reserve funds on street 
repair. 

The budget includes a placeholder for 
the $6.3-million dollar community cen-
ter project — which would relocate the 
city’s senior center to the East Recre-
ation Center — to be paid for with state 
or federal funds, but no such funding 
exists. City staff also proposed spend-
ing $1.8 million in COVID relief funds 
to add air conditioning to the Masonic 
Temple, which the city plans to use as an 
arts center in the future.

“I would not vote for the budget as pre-
sented,” City Council member Michelle 

by ALEXANDRA RETTER 

Facing about $63 million in deferred 
maintenance and declining enrollment, 
Winona Area Public Schools (WAPS) is 
preparing to make big decisions about 

the future of its school buildings. Some 
School Board members said substantial 
changes — such building a new school 
or reorganizing schools — are not off the 
table.

School Board members voted on August 

19 to create an updated master facility 
plan. 

WAPS will also be developing a task 
force of board, community and staff 
members to gauge community sentiment 
on the future of the district’s facilities. The 

question of whether WAPS will pursue a 
referendum to borrow money for building 
projects remains open, as well, though 
board members set November 2022 as the 
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by ALEXANDRA RETTER 

Heather Fitzloff let teachers know she 
may stop by their classrooms, just to 
interact with students and watch them 
learn. Winona Senior High School’s 
(WSHS) new principal wants to be ap-
proachable, visible and accessible for 
students, families, staff and community 
members. “I don’t want kids to not know 
who their principal is,” Fitzloff said. “I 

want them to know I’m here to help and 
listen, and I want families to feel that, as 
well.” 

Social studies teacher Linda Pfeilstick-
er said Fitzloff listens, asks good ques-
tions and treats staff and students in a 
caring, positive way. “She sees them as 
a person, as a human being first,” Pfeil-
sticker said. 

“And I think that feel-
ing that your teachers truly care 

about you and look out for you, believe 
in you, inspire you, that role is so instru-
mental to all kids,” Fitzloff said. 

Superintendent Annette Freiheit agreed 
with Pfeilsticker. “[Fitzloff] has just a 
great sense of empathy and understand-
ing and commitment to students, and 
their student voice, along with staff and 
their staff voice,” Freiheit said. 

see PRINCIPAL page 8a

by CHRIS ROGERS

Area hospitals are feeling the impact from 
this summer’s COVID surge. Winona Health 
and Gundersen Health System doctors said 
their and other regional hospitals are operat-
ing near maximum capacity, the delta vari-
ant is making some relatively young people 
gravely ill, and the strain of the pandemic is 
wearing on health care workers.

Locally and across Minnesota and Wiscon-
sin, COVID infections shot up in August as 
the more infectious delta variant took hold. 
Hospitalizations also rose. In Wisconsin, the 
number of people actively hospitalized for 
COVID went from 93 patients on July 15 to 
804 on August 24, according to the latest Wis-
consin Department of Health Services (DHS) 
data. Eighty-nine percent of hospital beds in 
Wisconsin are currently in use, and 92 percent 
of intensive care unit (ICU) beds. In Minne-
sota, the seven-day average for new hospital-
izations rose from 20 patients on July 15 to 
74 on August 26. According to the Minnesota 
Department of Health, 93.7 percent of hospi-
tal beds in Southeast Minnesota are full.

“We are being inundated with patients, and 
we are struggling to keep up,” Gundersen 
Health System Regional Manager Lindsey 

see SURGE  page 5a
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COVID surge
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Board members 
Greg Olson (right) 
and Marcia Ward 
(left) debated a 
possible countywide 
mask mandate last 
Tuesday night.
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Fitzloff, 
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High School’s 
new principal, 
wants to be 
accessible and 
approachable 
for students, 
families, staff 
and community 
members. 

All options on table for future of WAPS bldgs.
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WSHS principal makes an impression

Winona revokes mayor’s mask mandate

County Board plans its 
own mask mandate
by CHRIS ROGERS

In a flurry of activity last week, a mayoral mask 
mandate was in place in the city of Winona for less 
than 36 hours before the Winona City Council vot-
ed 4-3 to rescind it. Meanwhile, the Winona Coun-
ty Board voted 3-2 to pursue a countywide mask 
mandate, with a public hearing on the proposal 
expected later this month. The order made Winona 

one of the first local governments in Minnesota 
to require masks since a state mask order expired 
earlier this summer. 

With the goal of curtailing a surge in local 
COVID infections, Winona Mayor Scott Sherman 
issued an emergency order requiring face masks 
in all indoor, public settings citywide last Wednes-
day. The city announced the order at about 5 p.m., 
and it took effect at midnight the same night. On 
Friday morning, the City Council put an immedi-
ate end to the mask mandate, with council mem-
bers Michelle Alexander, George Borzyskowski, 

see MASK MANDATE page 8a
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wanted

Train online to do medical 
billing! Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional at CTI! Get 
trained & certified to work in 
months! 888-572-6790. (M-F 
8-6 ET)
----------------------------------
VIAGRA and CIALIS US-
ERS! 50 Generic Pills SPE-
CIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 
100% guaranteed. 24/7 
CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 
Hablamos Español
----------------------------------
Attention oxygen therapy 
users! Inogen One G4 is ca-
pable of full 24/7 oxygen de-
livery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free 
info kit. Call877-929-9587
----------------------------------
Stroke & Cardiovascular 
disease are leading caus-
es of death according to 
the AHA. Screenings can 
provide peace of mind or 
early detection! Call Life 
Line Screening to schedule 
a screening. Special offer 5 
screenings for $149. 1-833-
549-4540
----------------------------------
The Generac PWRcell solar 
plus battery storage system. 
Save money, reduce reliance 
on grid, prepare for outages 
& power your home. Full in-
stallation services. $0 down 
financing option. Request 
free no obligation quote. 
1-855-270-3785
----------------------------------
GENERAC Standby Gener-
ators provide backup power 
during power outages, so 
your home & family stay safe 
& comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-yr extended warranty 
$695 value! Request a free 
quote today! Call for terms & 
conditions. 1-844-334-8353
----------------------------------
Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Sched-
ule free LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-995-
2490
----------------------------------
Directv Now. No Satel-
lite. $40/mo 65 Channels. 
Stream news, live events, 
sports & on demand titles. 
No contract/commitment. 
1-866-825-6523
----------------------------------
New authors wanted! Page 
Publishing will help self-pub-
lish your book. Free author 
submission kit! Limited offer! 
866-951-7214
----------------------------------
AT&T Internet. Starting at 
$40/month w/12-mo agmt. 
1 TB of data/mo. Ask how to 
bundle & SAVE! Geo & svc 
restrictions apply. 1-888-796-
8850
----------------------------------

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months! 
Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available. 
Call: 855-761-1725
----------------------------------
HOME BREAK-INS take 
less than 60 SECONDS. 
Don’t wait! Protect your fam-
ily, your home, your assets 
NOW for as little as 70¢ a 
day! Call 866-409-0308
----------------------------------
Donate Your Car to Veter-
ans Today! Help and Support 
our Veterans. Fast - FREE 
pick up. 100% tax deductible. 
Call 1-800-245-0398
----------------------------------
Update your home with 
beautiful new blinds & 
shades. Free in-home es-
timates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Profes-
sional installation. Top qual-
ity - Made in the USA. Free 
consultation: 877-212-7578. 
Ask about our specials!
----------------------------------
Long distance moving: Call 
for a free quote from Ameri-
ca’s Most Trusted Interstate 
Movers. Let us take the 
stress out of moving! Speak 
to a relocation specialist 888-
721-2194
----------------------------------
HughesNet - Finally, su-
per-fast internet no matter 
where you live. 25 Mbps just 
$59.99/mo! Unlimited Data is 
Here. Stream Video. Bundle 
TV & Internet. Free Installa-
tion. Call 866-499-0141
----------------------------------
Best satellite TV with 2 year 
price guarantee! $59.99/mo 
with 190 channels and 3 
months free premium movie 
channels! Free next day in-
stallation! Call 844-842-4469
----------------------------------
Wants to purchase min-
erals and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to 
P.O. Box 13557 Denver, CO 
80201
----------------------------------
DONATE YOUR CAR, 
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Va-
cation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-
7030 (MCN)
----------------------------------
DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maxi-
mum value of write off for 
your taxes. Running or not! 
All conditions accepted. Free 
pickup. Call for details. 855-
752-6680 (MCN)
----------------------------------
Earthlink High Speed In-
ternet. As Low As $49.95/
month (for the first 3 months.) 
Reliable High Speed Fiber 

Optic Technology. Stream 
Videos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 1-855-
679-7096. (MCN)
----------------------------------
High-Speed Internet. We 
instantly compare speed, 
pricing, availability to find the 
best service for your needs. 
Starting at $39.99/month! 
Quickly compare offers from 
top providers. Call 1-855-
399-9295 (MCN)
----------------------------------
DISH Network. $64.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-434-0020 (MCN)
----------------------------------
DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 
12 months with CHOICE 
Package. Watch your favor-
ite live sports, news & en-
tertainment anywhere. One 
year of HBO Max FREE. 
Directv is #1 in Customer 
Satisfaction (JD Power & 
Assoc.) Call for more details! 
(some restrictions apply) Call 
1-866-296-1409 (MCN)
----------------------------------
DISH TV $64.99 For 190 
Channels + $14.95 High 
Speed Internet. Free Instal-
lation, Smart HD DVR In-
cluded, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. Pro-
mo Expires 1/21/22. 1-844-
316-8876. (MCN)
----------------------------------
BEST SATELLITE TV with 
2 Year Price Guarantee! 
$59.99/mo with 190 chan-
nels and 3 months free pre-
mium movie channels! Free 
next day installation! Call 
855-824-1258. (MCN)
----------------------------------
COMMERCIAL APPLICA-
TORS. Competitive wage 
and benefits, meal allow-
ance, paid lodging. Travel-
ing position for railroad veg-
etation control, 60-80 hours/
week. RAW (Cooperstown, 
ND). 888.700.0292 www.
rawapplicators.com, info@
rawapplicators.com. (MCN)

----------------------------------
Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information kit! 
Call 844-716-2411. (MCN)
----------------------------------
Stroke and Cardiovascular 
disease are leading causes 
of death, according to the 
American Heart Associa-
tion. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early 
detection! Contact Life Line 

Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer – 5 
screenings for just $149. Call 
1-866-742-7290 (MCN)
----------------------------------
Become a published au-
thor! Publications sold at 
all major secular & specialty 
Christian bookstores. CALL 
Christian Faith Publishing for 
your FREE author submis-
sion kit. 1-888-981-5761. 
(MCN)
----------------------------------
Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts. Call 1-855-
577-1268. Promo Code 285. 
(MCN)
----------------------------------
GENERAC Standby Gener-
ators provide backup power 
during utility power outages, 
so your home and family 
stay safe and comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 val-
ue!). Request a free quote to-
day! Call for additional terms 
and conditions. 1-877-228-
5789 (MCN)
----------------------------------
Women’s and men’s dis-
count shopping club; sun-
glasses, bags, clothes, 
shoes, watches, jewelry.
www.christinepettway.com 
1-800-685-2550 members@
christinepettway.com Join 
Now! (MCN)
----------------------------------
Never Pay For Covered 
Home Repairs Again! Com-
plete Care Home Warranty 
COVERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLIANC-
ES. 30 DAY RISK FREE. 
$200.00 OFF + 2 FREE 
Months! 1-844-596-1237. 
Hours Mon-Thu, Sun : 9:30 
am to 8:00pm Fri : 9:30 am 
to 2:00 pm (all times East-
ern). (MCN)
----------------------------------
LONG DISTANCE MOV-
ING: Call today for a FREE 
QUOTE from America’s 
Most Trusted Interstate 
Movers. Let us take the 
stress out of moving! Speak 
to a Relocation Specialist, 
call 877-327-0795. (MCN)
----------------------------------
BATHROOM RENOVA-
TIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in 
safe bathing. Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated show-
ers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 855-836-2250. 
(MCN)
----------------------------------
Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts. Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 

cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consulta-
tions. Over 450 positive re-
views. Call 877-326-1608. 
(MCN)
----------------------------------
The Generac PWRcell, a 
solar plus battery storage 
system. SAVE money, re-
duce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. 
Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financ-
ing Option. Request a FREE, 
no obligation, quote today. 
Call 1-877-381-3059. (MCN)
----------------------------------
ONLINE CHURCH SER-
VICES. Join us as we study 
end time. Prophecy being ful-
filled today. Visit SDRchurch.
online (MCN)
----------------------------------
NEED NEW FLOORING? 
Call Empire Today® to 
schedule a FREE in-home 
estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 844-
785-0305 (MCN)
----------------------------------
UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds & 
Shades. FREE in-home es-
timates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Profes-
sional installation. Top quality 
– Made in the USA. Call for 
free consultation: 866-970-
3073. Ask about our spe-
cials!(MCN)
----------------------------------
FREE AUTO INSURANCE 
QUOTES for uninsured and 
insured drivers. Let us show 
you how much you can save! 
Call 855-995-2382 (MCN
----------------------------------

Garage Sale - 184 Janet 
Marie Lane.  Saturday, 8/4.  
Fabulous finds at great pric-
es.  It’s back, my famous 
50cent table.  Home decor, 
fashion, outdoor chairs, puz-
zles.
----------------------------------

Ten Family Garage Sale 
- Sat + Sun 8-6.  654 West 
Sarnia.  Plants, vacuum, 
books, new tools, kids + 
adult, GPS, new youth mat-
tress, Strikemaster gas ice 
auger.  
----------------------------------
Rummage Sale  754 West 
4th St. Right next to the 
Aquatic Center.  Thurs (9/2) 
from 12-6, Fri (9/3) from 8-4 
& Sat (9/4) from 8-??  All 
items are brand new! Kitch-
en, bath, outdoor items, 
cleaning, office supplies, 
toys, health and beauty 
items, bedding, blankets, 
throws, and curtains and lots 
of clothes for all seasons.  
Items will be added daily. 
----------------------------------
Multi Family Garage Sale 
- 668 Harriet St.  Thurs, 
Sept. 2 (noon-6) Fri, Sept. 
3 (8-6).  Scrapbooking sup-
plies, books, Xmas items, 
kids clothes, kids teepee 
tent, purses, scarves, Knex, 
brown metal roofing, water 
barrier, soffit, fascia, edge 
pieces, shingle-look siding 
pieces, brown awning, wood 
pellets.  Lots of free items.  
No early sales, please. 
---------------------------------- 
Garage Sale - 825 West 
Mark St.  Sat., Sept. 4th only 
from 8-4.  Antique rocking 
chair, tools, table + 4 chairs 
and much miscellaneous.  
Everything must go, no offer 
is unreasonable.  
----------------------------------

HUGE GARAGE SALE Fri-
day, September 3rd, 3PM - 
6 PM, Saturday, September 
4th, 7 AM - 3 PM & Sunday, 
September 5th, 10 AM - 3 
PM at Homer Civic Center, 
Homer Minnesota.  Watch 
for signs.  Two floors of ab-
solutely everything.  Lower 
level features “The Homer 
Unique Boutique” which 
includes all sizes, womens 
up to 2X, and all gender 
apparel, hats, boots, coats, 
shoes, girls Cotter uniforms, 
jewelry, & prom dresses. Big 
Men’s sizes too. Upper level 
includes furniture, pet carri-
er, aquariums, Victorian bird 
cage, large parrot cages, 
bicycles, bedding, beautiful 
framed prints,  lots of home 
decor and a whole lot of just 
what you’ve been looking for.  
All proceeds support Pick-
wick Fire & Rescue Station 
II, Gardner Rogers Park and 
the Homer Civic Center. 
----------------------------------
Multi-family Garage Sale 
on Garvin Heights. Saturday 
September 4th, 8am-4pm.
1375 Summit Dr, Winona. 
Items include: furniture, 
small appliances, jewelry,  
adult/youth clothing, tools/
outdoor items, home decor 
& holiday decorations.
----------------------------------
Quality Rummage Sale - 
1305 Skyline Drive.  Thurs 
& Fri (9/2, 9/3) from 8-3.  
Miscellaneous housewares, 
girls and womens clothing, 
outdoor table.  
----------------------------------

legals
First Publication Date

Wednesday,
September 1, 2021

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF WINONA

DISTRICT COURT
THIRD JUDICIAL 

DISTRICT
PROBATE DIVISION

Court File No.:
85-PR-21-1243

In Re: Estate of JoAnn 
Thomas a/k/a JoAnn 
Thomas, Decedent.

NOTICE OF INFORMAL 
PROBATE OF WILL 

AND INFORMAL 
APPOINTMENT 
OF PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE AND 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is given that an 
Application for Informal 
Probate of Will and Informal 

Appointment of Personal 
Representative was filed 
with the Registrar, along with 
a Will dated October 5, 2018. 
The Registrar accepted the 
application and appointed 
Douglas Nopar, whose 
address is 29440 County 
Road 17, Winona, Minnesota 
55987, to serve as the 
personal representative of 
the decedent’s estate.
Any heir, devisee or other 
interested person may be 
entitled to appointment as 
personal representative 
or may object to the 
appointment of the personal 
representative. Any objection 
to the appointment of the 
personal representative must 
be filed with the Court, and 
any properly filed objection 
will be heard by the Court 

after notice is provided 
to interested persons of 
the date of hearing on the 
objection.
Unless objections are filed, 
and unless the Court orders 
otherwise, the personal 
representative has the full 
power to administer the 
estate, including, after thirty 
(30) days from the issuance 
of letters testamentary, the 
power to sell, encumber, 
lease, or distribute any 
interest in real estate owned 
by the decedent.
Notice is further given that, 
subject to Minn. Stat. § 
524.3-801, all creditors 
having claims against 
the decedent’s estate are 
required to present the 
claims to the personal 
representative or to the Court 

within four (4) months after 
the date of this notice or the 
claims will be barred.
Dated: Aug. 23, 2021,
12:33 p.m.
Barb Stevensen,
Deputy Probate Registrar
Becky Brandt,
Court Administrator
Cindy K. Telstad
(MN# 170227)
Streater & Murphy, P.A.
111 Riverfront, Suite 301,
P.O. Box 310,
Winona, Minnesota, 55987
Telephone: (507) 454-2925
Facsimile: (507) 454-2929
ATTORNEY FOR 
PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE
----------------------------------

Wood Pallets Wanted.  
Mostly 48x40 4-way, broken 
or repaired.  Call 608-687-
3022  
----------------------------------

ISO help with yard work 
and snow removal.  Please 
call 452-3706.    
----------------------------------
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Mask mandate
continued from page 1a

 
Aaron Repinski, and Steve Young voting to 
revoke the order. Council members Eileen 
Moeller, Pam Eyden, and Mayor Sherman 
dissented. 

“Masks and vaccines should remain a per-
sonal choice,” Young said in an interview. 
“We should not be mandating that. Govern-
ment should not be mandating that. If you’re 
concerned about the virus, get vaccinated 
and wear a mask. If you’re not concerned, 
you shouldn’t have to submit to govern-
ment.”

“I think that’s what the majority of Winona 
wants,” Repinski agreed. He also acknowl-
edged that things could change. “At this time, 
I feel it was the correct decision,” Repinski 
said. “Now, in the future, who knows.”

“I’m disappointed,” Sherman told the Post 
after the vote. “I do feel it’s a public health 
issue. One of our jobs as elected officials is 
to protect our community.” Pointing to a rap-
id rise in cases and hospitalizations, he add-
ed, “This could potentially cost lives, and I 
am worried about that, but I know I made 
the right decision.” Recalling his support 
for the Broadway road diet, Sherman said at 
the meeting, “Inconvenience will never out-
weigh a human life in my mind.”

Young said he heard from numerous small 
business owners concerned about the man-
date. He recalled one conversation, “A 
restaurant owner in particular said, ‘I lost a 
lot of money last year. I can’t survive another 
year with masks. I can’t survive with masks. 
People go right across the river to Fountain 
City, La Crosse and Holmen.’”

Asked if he thought masks help reduce 
COVID transmission, Young responded, “If 
high-quality masks are worn correctly by all 
people all the time, it helps. Yet here’s the 
proof on a society basis that it doesn’t help 
… Last winter Wisconsin didn’t wear masks 
and Minnesota was under a mask mandate 
and serious restrictions on how we could 
gather, and the cases were about the same.”

Wisconsin did have a mask mandate last 
winter. 

“There’s evidence pointing both ways,” 

Repinski said of whether masks help reduce 
the spread of COVID. 

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control, 
MDH, Winona County Public Health, and 
Winona Health say masks are an effective 
strategy that should be used in combination 
with others to reduce the spread of the virus. 

In an interview after the vote, Moeller said 
of masks, “I think it’s one tool that helps 
slow the spread,” adding that she was wor-
ried for the health and safety of citizens. She 
expressed some disappointment with the 
City Council’s decision, saying, “I think that 
we have to go based on the advice of health 
care professionals and scientists, and the in-
formation that was presented — [masking] 
was the recommendation.”

Leading up to the vote, the City Council 
heard from local health officials about what 
they described as a fourth surge of the pan-
demic.

Winona Health CEO Rachelle Schultz 
said masking is an effective and important 
strategy to reduce the risk of COVID trans-
mission. Like others, she stressed the impor-
tance of vaccinations. “We are not out of the 
pandemic yet and our respective actions mat-
ter,” Schultz said.

“We are in a surge right now,” Winona 
County Health and Human Services Director 
Karen Sanness said, noting that vaccination 
is a key tool to stop the spread of the virus, 
along with hand washing, social distancing, 
and masking. Trying to prevent transmission 
— “This is everybody’s responsibility,” she 
said.

Asked what future options remain for 
trying to mitigate the spread of COVID, 
Sherman responded, “We need to look to 
the County Board and the county to look at 
implementing mitigation measures. And it 
could turn into the governor has to do it.”

Sherman faces
criticism over timing

While some Winonans celebrated the may-
or’s order, others criticized it — both the 
mandate itself and the way Sherman rolled 
it out. 

“I’m extremely disappointed, and in full 
opposition to being the only city in the state 
of Minnesota, in the Midwest to have a mask 

mandate,” Winona Area Chamber of Com-
merce President Christie Ransom said. “This 
is not business friendly.” 

Ransom said local businesses have lost cus-
tomers to neighboring Wisconsin over mask 
mandates in the past, and many struggled 
to survive the past 18 months. “They have 
been kicked when they are down … and the 
last thing they need is one more government 
mandate,” she stated.

“I think the timing of it was all very unfor-
tunate,” City Council member Michelle Al-
exander said in an interview last Wednesday. 
“I think we could have been given a heads 
up.” She added, “I’m a little unhappy this is 
the route that the mayor and staff decided to 
take.”

Asked why he did not give people more 
time to prepare, Sherman responded, “I think 
the urgency is there in terms of the case rates 
… The communication I was getting from 
our trusted health officials was that it proba-
bly should have been [done] two weeks ago.” 
Describing some of the logistical challenges 
to preparing and issuing the order on short 
notice, he added, “I wish circumstances were 
different, that we would have had plenty of 
time to make this convenient for everybody. 
But basically what we had to do was move 
quickly based on the information we were 
receiving.”

County Board votes
to pursue mask mandate

Earlier in the week, on Tuesday night, 
the County Board voted to pursue its own 
countywide mask mandate. Commissioners 
Marie Kovecsi, Chris Meyer, and Greg Ol-
son voted to pursue the mandate; commis-
sioners Steve Jacob and Marcia Ward voted 
against it.

“I do think this is a public safety issue,” 
Meyer said. “When we are still at a time 
when kids under 12 cannot be vaccinated, we 
are putting them at risk,” she added.

Ward said of wearing masks, “Do we high-
ly recommend it? Of course we do, but, 
again, that’s an individual decision.”

Jacob argued, “They could [mandate 
masks] at the federal level. They could do it 
at the state level. If the city of Winona wants 
to do it, they can … For us to come up with a 

one-size fits all solution for the entire county, 
I can’t support that.”

Jacob questioned the effectiveness of 
masks and suggested masking may have 
health risks. State and federal health agen-
cies have refuted claims that masking poses 
any health risk for most people.

Olson said that the county needed to show 
leadership in addressing the pandemic. “If 
we do nothing, then nothing changes,” he 
said. Asked why he voted to pursue a mask 
mandate, Olson responded, “I think public 
health and everyone is asking us for it.” He 
continued, “I also had a call from the mayor 
[of Winona] asking us to do it, thinking that a 
countywide mask mandate would be better.” 
Olson added, “All of the entities are recom-
mending that we do it.”

Sherman also described local health of-
ficials as strongly recommending a mask 
mandate, though the public comments of 
health officials were somewhat softer. Wino-
na County Public Health Supervisor Melanie 
Tatge proposed a countywide mask man-
date as one possible course of action, along 
with options to require masks just in coun-
ty-owned buildings or do nothing. “I just 
wanted to present this to you for possible ac-
tions we could take today,” she said. Schultz 
said she strongly supported Sherman’s mask 
mandate, while describing city officials as 
initiating the conversation. “My response 
was, if the city chooses to move forward 
with that, we absolutely support it,’ she said. 
“[Masking] is a great line of defense particu-
larly given the lower level we’re at with our 
vaccination rate in our area.”

According to Winona County Attorney 
Karin Sonneman, the county does not cur-
rently have the power to issue a mask man-
date. She recommended the county adopt 
a public health emergency ordinance that 
would empower the county to take a variety 
of steps in response to a health emergency, 
including a mask order. Under state law, the 
county must hold a public hearing before ap-
proving a new ordinance. The County Board 
plans to set a date for a public hearing on 
the proposed ordinance at its September 14 
meeting, County Administrator Ken Fritz 
said. Keep reading the Winona Post for more 
information.

Chris@winonapost.com
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Fitzloff also has “great energy and great 
enthusiasm,” Pfeilsticker said. In light of 
the pandemic, “To have somebody who is 
coming in who is optimistic and positive 
and has great energy is really important for 
us,” Pfeilsticker continued. 

Fitzloff had some very influential teach-
ers, coaches and advisors at her small home-
town high school in Southwest Wisconsin, 
North Crawford High School, who helped 
inspire her to pursue a career in education. 
After she sadly lost her mother at a young 
age, educators and community members 

were the people who gave her and her ex-
tended family support. 

When it came time to attend college, 
Fitzloff decided to earn a degree in K-12 
physical education so she could give back 
to students. “I have a real passion for just 
helping kids and families that maybe have 
some barriers,” she said. She then taught in 
a Chicago, Ill., suburb and in Minneapolis, 
Minn., and a Minneapolis suburb before 
earning her master’s in education through 
Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota and 
her administrative degree. Once an admin-
istrative position opened up at her subur-
ban Minneapolis school, she knew she was 
ready to take the next step in her education 
career, and she accepted the job. Fitzloff 
then worked in her home area of Southwest 

Wisconsin prior to serving as an assistant 
principal in the Twin Cities region for nine 
years. Next, she joined WSHS.  

The Winona area drew Fitzloff in with its 
bluffs, and she now appreciates being close 
to some of her family members. 

When she arrived at WSHS about two 
months ago, Fitzloff gave staff the oppor-
tunity to share a little about themselves and 
meet with her. Many took her up on the of-
fer. She has met with some students, as well, 
including the School Board student repre-
sentative and members of Student Council.

Working to foster an inclusive, equitable 
environment is very important to Fitzloff, 
she said. “At the end of the day, it’s a burn-
ing passion of mine, that all students, our 
students of color, students in the LGBTQ 

community, everybody, feels safe, loved, 
and that they have the opportunity to learn 
at high levels,” she said. For Fitzloff, the 
work includes listening, learning through-
out life about topics like implicit bias and 
having conversations about equity, as well 
as reviewing data to see if equitable practic-
es are in place. 

Fitzloff said she feels that Winhawk pride, 
as well as caring, welcoming staff mem-
bers and mentoring and career exploration 
programs, are some of the high school’s 
strengths. Looking ahead, she would like to 
collaborate with the community, help stu-
dents explore career pathways and start an 
initiative to engage with families. 

Education@winonapost.com 
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