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News

YOUR AWARD-WINNING NEWSPAPER — JUDGED MINNESOTA’S BEST WEEKLY

YEAR 
IN REVIEW

Summer 
provides 
a bit of 
normal
Pine Knot News

Our monthlong march 
through 2021 looking back 
at past issues of the Pine 
Knot News continues today 
with the next four months 
of the year, May through 
August. It was a summer 
that saw a return of many 
regular activities a� er an-
other Covid-19 pandemic 
lull in the region. It wouldn’t 
last, as we’ll � nd out in the 
� nal installment of the year 
in review next week.
May

In mid-May, 600 � nalists 
from around the world will 
gather for the Regeneron 
International Science and 
Engineer Fair to dazzle 
scienti� c experts with their 
projects and compete for 
nearly $5 million in awards, 
prizes and scholarships. 
Four Northland students 
will be attending virtually, 
three of them from Cloquet: 
junior Harmony Tracy and 
sophomores Emily Sapyta 
and Rowan Rock. Joining 
them is East High School 
sophomore Emelyn Beaster.

…

When the pandemic 
suddenly made Minneapolis 
substitute school teacher 
Sam Kavanaugh jobless, 
the Carlton High School 
alumnus turned it into an 
opportunity. He went full 
“Olympic mode” with his 
training for the Jeopardy! 
Tournament of Champions 
that aired May 17-28. And 
he won it all. A total of 
15 competitors, including 
Kavanaugh, faced o�  for 
the $250,000 grand prize. 
Kavanaugh won a total of 
$156,202 on the popular 
quiz show in 2019.

Continued on Page 18

CARLTON COUNTY
CHAPTER 18

FULFILLING OUR PROMISES
TO THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO SERVED

CLOTHING DRIVE
EVERY SATURDAY IN JANUARY • 1/15 - 1/22 - 1/29

10 A.M. - 2 P.M. AT THE CLOQUET ARMORY IN CLOQUET & 
LAMPERTS LUMBERYARD IN MOOSE LAKE

LOOK FOR THE GREEN BOXES
ITEMS ACCEPTED: CLOTHING, BEDDING, PURSES, SHOES, TOWELS & JACKETS

CLAIMS OF ABUSE STIR PROTESTS

Jana Peterson
news@PineKnotNews.com

Photos and video show-
ing the alleged child abuse 
of at least two Native Amer-
ican children in foster care 
set o�  a Facebook � restorm 
last week that has ballooned 
into a series of protests that 
organizers say will continue 
in Carlton County until the 
children are deemed safe.

One video shows a 
toddler being spanked 
repeatedly. Another shows 
a boy between the ages of 
5 and 10 years old wear-
ing only what looks like a 
diaper while he’s being hit 
in the back with a spatula. 
� e same boy is pictured 
again being grabbed by the 
neck, his skin pulled toward 
the woman grabbing him. 
Because no charges have 
been � led on any alleged 
perpetrators and the alleged 
victims are juveniles, the 
newspaper will not name 
them in this story despite 
the names being revealed 

over social media.
Danielle Martineau, aunt 

to one of the boys in the 
photo, who has a brother 
also in foster care, said she 
reported the abuse a� er her 
three nieces showed her 
videos and photos taken 
when they were in the care 
of the two women being 
accused. 

� e nieces were at a fu-
neral wake for Martineau’s 
mother, their grandmother, 
and opened up to family 
members.

“I was disgusted and 
heartbroken to see the evi-
dence and hear the stories 
of what they had to endure,” 
Danielle Martineau told the 
Pine Knot News in an inter-
view Friday. Martineau said 
she took care of her neph-
ews in her home for a year 
before they went into foster 
care, and that she advocated 
for them to go to the person 
she now thinks should be 
charged with child abuse. 

Continued on page 20

‘Give her babies back’
Lorna Roy, left, and Ashley Roy hold photos of Ashley’s children, who they fear are being abused, outside the Carl-
ton County Community Services Center Friday. Photos by Jana Peterson/Pine Knot News

During a protest outside the courthouse Tuesday, 
Danielle Martineau tells how she found out her 
nephews were being harmed in foster care..
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� e older siblings were 
there already and the wom-
an was a social worker, so 
Martineau assumed it was a 
safe place.

Martineau went to Fond 
du Lac social services on 
Dec. 30 with the photos, 
videos and accounts of 
what had happened, which 
led to interviews with FDL 
police and social services, 
which forwarded the 
reports to Carlton County 
social services, she said. 
� en the Cloquet police 
took statements from the 
nieces. “� e looks on their 
faces, a� er giving that 
statement, is something I’ll 
never forget,” Martineau 
said. “� ey got relieved of 
all that pain they’ve been 
holding in for so many 
years.”

According to Martineau 
and others, her nieces said 
two Native American foster 
parents who are related — 
one living on the Fond du 
Lac Reservation and one 
in Cloquet — abused them 
and siblings in their care – 
mentally, emotionally and 
physically.

Cloquet police chief 
Derek Randall con� rmed 
that his department investi-
gated, with FDL police, and 
performed a child welfare 
call for service last week. 
Prior to starting the inves-
tigation, they removed the 
children from the Cloquet 
home for 72 hours on Jan. 
3, which is within their 
jurisdiction. � e police 
conducted interviews with 
the assistance of Carlton 
County Human Services 
and the Carlton County 
Attorney’s O�  ce.

� e police department 
o� en works with or in par-
allel with social workers in 
cases of alleged child abuse. 
When a report comes 
in, “instead of putting a 
family or someone through 
multiple interviews when 
we’re looking for the same 
information,” Randall said, 
the agencies will use First 
Witness in Duluth to con-
duct a forensic interview 
and share the information.

� e fact that the chil-
dren are Native American 
and so are the caregivers 
makes it even more com-
plicated because there are 
overlapping jurisdictions 
between the county and 
the tribe, which have been 
trying to work together in 
policing and social ser-
vices. 

� e two foster care pro-
viders have been cooperat-
ing, Randall said.

“Based on the outcome 
of those interviews and the 
information we had at the 
time, at the end of the 72 
hours, the county attorney’s 
o�  ce did not � le for a peti-
tion or any charges at that 
time,” Randall said. “Ulti-
mately, the children were 
returned to the residence 
[Jan. 6], which sparked the 
protests.”

� e case remains under 

investigation, he said.
“We’re continuing to fol-

low up on leads and people 
that are giving historical in-
formation,” the police chief 
said. He encouraged people 
to call with any informa-
tion they may have.

Carlton County o�  cials 
declined to  answer ques-
tions submitted by the Pine 
Knot on Monday, citing le-
gal concerns, but acknowl-
edged they were aware of 
the allegations. “We take all 
matters regarding the safety 
and wellbeing of children 
seriously and investigate 
any and all allegations of 
maltreatment,” the state-
ment read.

Fond du Lac issued 
at least one of the foster 
licenses. “I believe Fond 
du Lac could also � le a pe-
tition, just like the county 
attorney could,” Randall 
said.

A statement released 
by the Fond du Lac Band 
seemed to indicate other-
wise: 

“� e safety of our Band 
members, especially our 
children are of utmost 
importance. � e Band is 
working closely with Carl-
ton County to conduct a 
thorough investigation. � e 
case is under the jurisdic-
tion of Carlton County so 
the Band is actively advo-
cating for appropriate steps 
to be taken by the County 
to protect all children and 
support the family,” it said.

‘Give our kids back’
� e protests started last 

� ursday a� ernoon, Jan. 6. 
Between 20 and 30 people 
went to the youth shelter 
in Cloquet � rst, “trying to 
somewhat storm the build-
ing,” according to Randall. 
� e group later moved to a 
home on the 1300 block of 
Carlton Avenue. Standing 
outside in the dark in tem-
peratures far below zero, 
they drummed and yelled 
across the street things like: 
“We see you, we love you, 
we will get justice for you,” 
“Give our kids back,” “Stop 
the abuse” and “Every child 
matters.”

Police o�  cers from 
Cloquet and Fond du Lac 
stood on the south side of 
Carlton Avenue between 
the protestors and the 
home, where the lights 
were on and one or two 
children yelled out the win-
dow to the crowd. “� ey’re 
telling them what to say,” 
a protestor alleged of the 
adults inside. Other protes-
tors insulted police for pro-
tecting the alleged abusers. 
“You’re all Derek Chauvin,” 
a protestor yelled.

Randall said that other 
than at the youth shelter, 
the protestors have not 
been violent. “� ey’re rude 
and disrespectful toward 
the o�  cers as people, but 
I think some of that is just 
their frustration with the 
system,” he said. He’s also 
received some feedback 
applauding the o�  cers’ 
professionalism in the face 
of the name calling.

� e next morning, a 
crowd slowly gathered 
outside the Carlton County 
Community Services 
building in downtown Clo-
quet, eventually erecting a 
brightly painted teepee on 
the sidewalk outside and 
holding another protest.

Temperatures were still 
well below zero, and the 
group spent several hours 
at the county building 
before moving back to 
Carlton Avenue. At least 
a handful of people have 
continued either to “hold 
space” or protest in Cloquet 
or on the reservation each 
day since, culminating with 
a press conference held 
outside the Carlton County 
Courthouse Tuesday a� er-
noon. 

Broken system?
Protesters outside the 

courthouse called out 
Carlton County and Fond 
du Lac health and human 
services, police and attor-
neys. � ey asked the state 
to investigate. Again and 
again they asked: “Why 
are the children still in 
their care?” pointing to the 
photos and video of the 
alleged abuse.

� ey acknowledged that 
both of the alleged abusers 
are Native American and 
actually related to most of 
the children in their care.

Jessica Gidagaakoons 
Smith talked about histor-
ic and current failures to 
protect Native American 
children. She said the pro-
testers demand justice and 
want to be heard. 

Reservation leaders have 
urged people in a statement 
to not post information on 
social media “that could 
be construed as harmful to 
the family and children or 
violate their privacy as the 
investigation continues.” 

Smith and others see 
that as an attempt to silence 
them. “We want the com-
munity to know that we are 
not going to stop � ghting 
until we see those faces on 
the jail roster,” she said of 
the alleged abusers.

Smith spoke about a 
mother, Ti� any Ammes-
maki, whose children live 
in the homes in question.

“She has three children 
that were stolen from her 
and has been � ghting re-
lentlessly for seven years to 
get them back,” Smith said. 
“She has done everything 
the courts asked. She has 
been sober, she has been 
working. She deserves to 
have her children back 
into a home where they 
were loved and not being 
abused.”

� e Pine Knot inter-
viewed Ammesmaki at the 
Cloquet protest Friday, 
along with Ashley Ammes-
maki Roy, who has two 
children in foster care in 
one of the homes.

“� ey were taken from 
us and we were led to 
believe they would be safe,” 
said Ti� any Ammesmaki. 
“� e children are related 
to them by blood — we put 

our trust in them.”
Roy spoke outside the 

courthouse, calling the 
county and Fond du Lac 
“protocols” inadequate in 
terms of reuniting fam-
ilies. “Today I’m calling 
out Fond du Lac, Cloquet 
PD, Carlton County, Fond 
du Lac tribal o�  cials and 
ICWA (Indian Child Wel-
fare Act). How long is too 
long and when is enough 
enough?”

“Give her babies back,” a 
bystander yelled.

Taysha Martineau, who 
created the Camp Miigizi 
encampment and its resi-
dent protesters to target the 
Enbridge pipeline project, 
doesn’t blame the police 

for following protocol. 
She said that the situation 
proves the system needs to 
be � xed.

She said Camp Miigizi 
will pay for attorneys to 
represent the mothers who 
want to get their children 
back.

“When it comes to 
instances like child abuse, 
everyone should be out-
raged,” Martineau said. Her 
nephews are in one of the 
homes.

Taysha spoke on behalf 
of yet another mother, re-
ferring to her by � rst name 
only.

“� ose children who are 
in that home, they matter 
to us, they matter to their 

community and regard-
less of their parents’ past 
mistakes, they matter to the 
parents. Jessica couldn’t be 
here today, but she wants 
her boys to know she’s sor-
ry. And she loves you. And 
she’s gonna do everything 
she can to make sure you 
get out of there.”
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5th Annual Alpine Bar
Winter Walleye Fishing Contest

                                                                  
All proceeds go to the Gary New Duluth Community Club

For more information, call the Alpine Bar at 218-626-9979
Alpine Bar • 1308 Commonwealth Avenue • Gary New Duluth

Location: St. Louis River, within sight of the Boy Scout Landing.  
Register at the Alpine Bar – $5 per person

Registration 8 - 9 AM
Leave at 9 AM 

Return by 3 PM 
Teams of 1 - 4 people

Raffle Drawing at 4:30 PM
1st Place - $200
2nd Place - $150
3rd Place - $100

 (need not be present to win)

Saturday, January 15th

MANY DOOR PRIZES TOO! 
Tickets $1.00 - On sale now! Must be present to win.

High 
ceilings?
No problem!

Premier 
Finishes 

UNLIMITED, LLC

218-391-6480
PremierFinishesUnlimited.com

Your Complete Painting, 
Drywall, Texturing & 

Plaster Repair Service
• 35+ Years Experience • Insured 

• References • Premium Workmanship 
• Scholastic & Apprenticeship Trained 

• Residential/Commercial

NOBODY OFFERS MORE 
DISCOUNTS THAN FARMERS

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your agent for details. Insurance is underwritten 
by Farmers Insurance Exchange and other affiliated insurance companies. Visit farmers.com for a complete listing of 
companies. Not all insurers are authorized to provide insurance in all states. Coverage is not available in all states.

Protest ...
Continued from Page 1




