
By Michael Achterling
Detroit Lakes Tribune

With three uncontested 
Detroit Lakes City Coun-
cil seats up for grabs this 
November, all eyes are 
focused on the city clerk’s 
office as municipal and 
school district candidate fil-
ing opened on Tuesday.

In total, five council seats 
will be on the November bal-

lot, with two council mem-
bers, Matt Boeke, Ward 3, 
and Natalie Bly, at-large, 
indicating they will seek 
reelection to their respec-
tive seats. Council members 
Madalyn Sukke, Jamie Marks 
Erickson and Dan Wenner 
have all declined to run for 
reelection, which leaves 
three uncontested seats in 
Ward 1, Ward 2 and at-large.

The local candidate fil-

ing period closes on Aug. 16 
at 4:30 p.m. Any interested 
candidates should stop by 
city hall or visit the city’s 
website.

“It’s just a great way for if 
you want to make changes in 
your community; this is how 
you do it,” said Kari Tyson, 
deputy clerk for Detroit 
Lakes.

By Vicki Gerdes
Detroit Lakes Tribune

For the first time in 34 years, 
Kathy Larson will not be teach-
ing vocal music when classes 
at Detroit Lakes Public Schools 
start next month.

She also won’t be directing 
the fall musical, something she 
had done for 28 straight years. 
In order to properly send her 
off into retirement — while 
honoring her musical legacy 
— some of Larson’s former 
students and colleagues have 
been busy planning a two-day 
retirement celebration that will 
take place this coming week-
end, Aug. 13-14.

“I had an inkling early on in 
the spring, before I came back 
for All City Choir (the cho-
ral music festival organized by 
Larson every year) that this was 
going to be her swan song,” said 
Mark Potvin, a 1996 graduate 
of Detroit Lakes High School 
who was involved in both the 
fall musical and choir programs 
under Larson’s direction.

Potvin was one of the guest 
conductors at this year’s All 

City Choir Festival, along with 
three other DLHS alumni who 
had gone on to have careers in 
choral music.

By Barbie Porter
Detroit Lakes Tribune

A Perham police offi-
cer drove an intoxicated 
man about 10 miles out-
side of city limits, down a 
long gravel driveway and 
allowed him to enter a 
farmhouse. The problem 
was, he didn’t live there.

The homeowner, Kris-
ten Brown, said around 
1 a.m. Monday, July 25, 
her husband woke to 
noise coming from the 
main level of their house. 
He sprung from his bed, 
which was upstairs. The 
sheer force of his swift-
ness woke his wife from 
her slumber.

Perham cop causes rude awakening

Don’t forget to vote

LEGENDARY WE FEST CAMPERS 

By Barbie Porter
Detroit Lakes Tribune

There are many 
legendary people 
at campsites in 

the WE Fest grounds 

during the three-day 
country music festival. 
Some are known for 
offering friendship and 
a refreshing beverage, 
some entertaining 

games, and others go the 
distance in decorating 
their campsite.

The Midland 
Publishing campsite 
may be one of the most 
famous, as it offers the 
trifecta of the essence of 
WE Fest camping.

Mike and Betty Sipe, 
who own Midland 
Publishing of Milbank, 

S.D., arrive well before 
the festival begins. 
Before any camping gear 
is brought on site, the 
area is mowed, weed-
whacked and sprayed for 
bugs.

A few days later, the 
family returns with 
campers, tents, a bar, 
tables and a spectacular 
sound system in tow. 

On Wednesday, several 
RVs were circled like a 
wagon train to provide 
a private party area. An 
entrance to the party 
area was located under 
a canopy strung with 
lights. Fake grass carpet 
led visitors to a central 
hub. In the center, tables 
with picture books of 
WE Fest lore from past 

years invited walks down 
memory lane.

The Sipe’s WE Fest 
journey began nearly 
20 years ago. A friend 
had extra tickets to the 
county music festival — 
which started in 1983 
with about 9,000 people 
attending.

By Nathan Bowe
Detroit Lakes Tribune

DETROIT LAKES — It’s 
summertime and the livin’ is 
easy, but don’t forget to vote 
on Tuesday – it’s Primary 
Election Day in Minnesota, 
and Becker County residents 
will vote on candidates for 
the county board as well as 
the State Legislature.

Direct voting is now open 
at the Becker County Court-
house, which allows voters to 
feed their ballot directly into 
secure counting machines – 
just like at the polling places 
on election day.

By state law, direct voting 
is allowed seven days prior 
to an election, according 
to Becker County Election 

Coordinator Kim Frederick-
son.

The courthouse will also 
be open 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
Saturday for absentee voting 
at the Auditor-Treasurer’s 
Office, and the courthouse 
will be open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on Monday for absentee vot-
ing, Frederickson said.

Contributed / Eric Hoplin
Eric Hoplin, left, and Mark Potvin 
recreated the promotional photo 
they took for the 1995 production 
of “The Music Man” when they 
went to see the Broadway 
production earlier this year.
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Tuesday, Aug. 9 is Primary Election Day

Barbie Porter / Perham Focus
The driveway to the rural home about 10 miles 

his mother lived. The man went inside the house, 

City, school filing opens

Retirement bash to 
honor Larson’s legacy
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Sipe noted his oldest son, Brandon, was not able to make it this year because he and his wife, Jackie, had recently welcomed a new son to the world.

This longtime campsite 
even hosts mini-concerts
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WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION 
Warrants Approved On 06/21/2022 For Payment 06/24/2022 

 
Vendor Name                                                        Amount Vendor Name                                                           Amount 
Becker Co Auditor Treasurer                         19,012.31 MEND CORRECTIONAL CARE, PLLC                   13,906.53 
BECKER COUNTY MUSEUM                         367,000.00 MINNESOTA DEPT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS                    3,808.35 
Braun Intertec Corporation                           12,586.75 NOW MICRO INC                                                        14,216.00 
BROCK WHITE COMPANY                             2,472.00 OERTEL ARCHITECTS                                        4,025.00 
DAVID GERAY TRUCKING, LLC                           10,325.27 OKESON OFFTRAIL SALES                                        8,599.00 
DODD/TIMOTHY                                             3,000.00 PRAIRIE LAKES MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE AUT          132,610.00 
ERIEZ MANUFACTURING CO                             9,880.58 PROJECTS UNLIMITED                                        7,746.30 
ERNEST C. ANDERSON GRAVEL, INC          13,041.73 Prosweep, Inc                                                          4,000.00 
FARGO CITY                                                           14,249.88 PRT USA INC.                                                       12,826.46 
GLADEN CONSTRUCTION INC.                             17,035.98 RAMSEY COUNTY                                                         3,400.00 
GOODYEAR TIRE & RUBBER COMPANY/THE          2,174.30 RDO TRUST 80 6130                                                       20,802.41 
GREAT PLAINS TRANSPORTATION SERVICES IN 16,233.00 ROMAK, INC.                                                         5,602.62 
HAUGEN/JOSHUA ERWIN                              2,600.00 SATELLITE TRACKING OF PEOPLE LLC                    2,550.00 
KITZMANN/STUART                                              2,066.67 SUMMIT FOOD SERVICE MANAGEMENT LLC  3,947.51 
LIBERTY TIRE SERVICES LLC                               6,428.49 THELEN’S EXCAVATING INC                                       6,443.50 
LM ROAD SERVICES                                             11,487.58 THOMSON REUTERS WEST PUBLISHING CORP   5,207.18 
Lunde Blade N Gravel                                             17,214.39 WALKER/ELIZABETH ANN                                        2,600.00 
M R SIGN CO INC.                                              23,671.98 WIDSETH SMITH NOLTING & ASSOC., INC                      3,359.86 
MARCO TECHNOLOGIES LLC                              12,735.00 WSB & ASSOC INC                                                          11,482.11 
Mark Sand & Gravel Company                             826,074.51 106 Payments less than $2,000                                        38,449.86 
MCGOUGH CONSTRUCTION CO., LLC        1,643,739.00 Final Total:                                                       3,338,612.11 
 

Becker County 
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION 

Warrants Approved On 06/07/2022 For Payment 06/10/2022 
 
Vendor Name                                                             Amount           Vendor Name                                            Amount 
ARVIG COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS            3,669.64 MINNESOTA DEPT OF CORRECTIONS      12,428.21 
Becker Co Auditor-Treasurer                              5,000.00 NARDINI FIRE EQUIPMENT CO                           4,387.50 
CENTRAL STATES WIRE PRODUCTS, INC.            9,110.50 OERTEL ARCHITECTS                         11,631.15 
CliftonLarsonAllen LLP                                             3,584.70 PROJECTS UNLIMITED                         10,069.75 
DAVID GERAY TRUCKING, LLC                              3,132.89 RATWIK, ROSZAK & MALONEY, P.A.         4,625.00 
Diamond Vogel Paints                                            56,610.00 RDO EQUIPMENT CO.                        155,073.36 
FARGO CITY                                                           34,611.32 RDO TRUCK CENTER CO.                        124,214.33 
FARGO GLASS & PAINT                                             2,400.00 SEABERG OIL CO., INC.                          10,362.06 
GLADEN CONSTRUCTION INC.                            97,842.97 SEACHANGE PRINTING & MKTING SERV, LLC  11,837.05 
GREAT PLAINS TRANSPORTATION SERVICES IN 28,001.42 SUMMIT FOOD SERVICE MANAGEMENT LLC    12,107.56 
HEIN-KOLO, PSYD, LP/NANCY                              3,375.00 Swanston Equipment Co                            3,717.00 
HENDRICKS ROAD MAINTENANCE          13,513.50 TEAM EAGLE, LTD                                             38,720.00 
HOUGH INC.                                                            4,676.75 TEAM LABORATORY CHEMICAL, LLC          2,732.01 
Houston Engineering Inc                                           17,081.00 Teiken Road Maintenance Inc                          11,651.75 
JOHNSON CONTROLS INC                             3,512.00 TOSHIBA FINANCIAL SERVICES                            3,442.13 
KNUTSON/LARRY                                            2,802.83 TRUENORTH STEEL, INC                           30,427.00 
LIBERTY TIRE SERVICES LLC                             5,952.75 VERIZON WIRELESS                                                3,046.54 
Mark Sand & Gravel Company                      2,316,443.64 WEBBER FAMILY MOTORS                              8,406.70 
MARK’S ELECTRIC, INC                                             3,987.85 98 Payments less than $2,000                            49,564.33 
Menahga Concrete Products, Inc                             3,794.76 Final Total:                                                           3,127,546.95 
(August 7, 2022) 89127

Becker County 
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION 

Warrants Approved On 05/17/2022 For Payment 05/20/2022 
Vendor Name                                                   Amount                   Vendor Name                                                   Amount 
AMERICAN SOLUTIONS FOR BUSINESS   10,882.35    MCGOUGH CONSTRUCTION CO., LLC          394,980.00 
APEX ENGINEERING GROUP, INC.    30,659.50 MEND CORRECTIONAL CARE, PLLC           8,176.53 
APEX EQUIPMENT, LLC                                    214,705.50 MIDSTATES WIRELESS                              3,616.00 
CEIA USA, LTD                                                        6,504.00 MINNESOTA COUNTIES COMPUTER COOPERA   6,142.50 
CliftonLarsonAllen LLP                                         4,819.13 MINNESOTA DEPT OF CORRECTIONS            8,203.21 
COMMUNITY COOPERATIVE                          4,473.79 MOTOROLA SOLUTIONS INC                               7,875.36 
COMPASS MINERALS AMERICA                         73,648.94 NELSON INTERNATIONAL                               2,999.60 
CORBIN EXCAVATING, INC STENGER’S DUST    2,269.80 NOW MICRO INC                                               29,073.00 
DAVID GERAY TRUCKING, LLC                          3,419.65 Potters Industries, Llc                                               48,400.00 
DETROIT LAKES AREA NORDIC SKI CLUB        5,000.00 PRAIRIE LAKES MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE AUT 132,610.00 
DETROIT LAKES CITY                                     165,521.30 RATWIK, ROSZAK & MALONEY, P.A.           15,367.06 
DODD/TIMOTHY                                         3,156.00 RDO EQUIPMENT CO.                              60,992.98 
ELECTION SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE INC        5,140.00 SATELLITE TRACKING OF PEOPLE LLC             3,770.00 
ELECTION SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE INC        3,960.00 SOFTWARE HOUSE INTERNATIONAL INC             9,008.00 
ESRI                                                                      12,423.00 SUMMIT FOOD SERVICE MANAGEMENT LLC         7,926.94 
FARGO CITY                                                       11,018.84 SUNSET LAW ENFORCEMENT                               6,603.60 
GREAT PLAINS TRANSPORTATION SERVICES  17,523.70 Teiken Road Maintenance Inc                             14,924.89 
HAUGEN/JOSHUA ERWIN                          2,600.00 WALKER/ELIZABETH ANN                               2,600.00 
HENDRICKS ROAD MAINTENANCE        5,530.00 WEBBER FAMILY MOTORS                               3,311.53 
HIGH POINT NETWORKS                          5,822.50 WSB & ASSOC INC                                                  5,672.99 
KITZMANN/STUART                                          2,066.67 124 Payments less than $2,000                              42,192.95 
MARCO TECHNOLOGIES LLC                         17,648.20 Final Total:                                            1,423,240.01 
(August 7, 2022) 89032
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Becker County 
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION 

Warrants Approved On 07/05/2022 For Payment 07/08/2022 
 
Vendor Name                                                           Amount Vendor Name                                        Amount 
BECKER CO SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION      146,452.00 LAURSEN ASPHALT REPAIR EQUIP LLC    5,883.06 
BECKER COUNTY SHERIFF                             15,000.00 Mark Sand & Gravel Company                   111,871.31 
Bergstrom/Daniel                                             29,410.19 OK TIRE STORE                                          7,117.64 
CELLEBRITE INC                                                4,300.00 PROJECTS UNLIMITED                       5,511.39 
CliftonLarsonAllen LLP                                               15,925.88 RATWIK, ROSZAK & MALONEY, P.A.   14,930.08 
CORBIN EXCAVATING, INC STENGER’S DUST       176,060.56 RUPP,ANDERSON,SQUIRES &                        2,469.76 
DETROIT PAINT & GLASS                                  5,297.22 STATE OF MINNESOTA                      16,500.00 
FORUM COMMUNICATIONS COMPANY                2,636.29 SUMMIT FOOD SERVICE MANAGEMENT LLC  9,200.29 
HENDRICKS ROAD MAINTENANCE              14,196.25 WM D SCEPANIAK                                           2,940.00 
HITESMAN & WOLD, P.A.                                  2,740.50 83 Payments less than $2,000                       37,809.88 
L & M ROAD SERVICES                                                17,069.04 Final Total:                                             643,321.34 
(August 7, 2022) 89190

AUDUBON TOWNSHIP 
BECKER COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

Resolution No. 8.1.2022B 
RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A 
SUBORDINATE SERVICE DIS-
TRICT  
TO IMPROVE A PORTION OF 180th 
AVENUE, 175th STREET, BIRD 
DOG ROAD, AND BIRD DOG CIR-
CLE 
On August 1, 2022, the Town Board 
of Audubon Township adopted the 
above captioned 
resolution to establish a subordinate 
service district, pursuant to Min-
nesota Statutes, chapter 
365A, for certain properties adjacent 
to 180th Avenue, 175th Street, Bird
Dog Road, and Bird Dog Circle 
(see map). The purpose of the district
is to perform all work required to pave
the identified portion of  
180th Avenue, 175th Street, Bird Dog
Road, and Bird Dog Circle and to per-
form such major repairs and  
maintenance activities in the future 
that the Town  Board determines are
necessary. The Town may  
issue bonds to finance the project 
and the costs will be  paid by levying
a service charge on the  
properties within the district. The dis-
trict will be effective 60 days from the
first date of publication of  
this notice. A copy of the full resolu-
tion is being mailed to the owners in 
the district and is available by  
contacting the Town. 
Bailey Richardson, Clerk 
(Aug. 7, 2022) 89119

MN LEGALS

AUDUBON TOWNSHIP 
BECKER COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

Resolution No. 8.1.2022A 
RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A
SUBORDINATE SERVICE DIS-
TRICT  
TO IMPROVE A PORTION OF 
JOHNSON DRIVE 
On August 1, 2022, the Town Board 
of Audubon Township adopted the 
above captioned 
resolution to establish a subordinate 
service district, pursuant to Min-
nesota Statutes, chapter 
365A, for certain properties adjacent 
to Johnson Drive (see map). The pur-
pose of the district is 
to perform all work required to pave 
the identified portion of Johnson
Drive and to perform such 
major repairs and maintenance activ-
ities in the future that the Town Board 
determines are 
necessary. The Town may issue
bonds to finance the project and the 
costs will be paid by 
levying a service charge on the prop-
erties within the district. The district
will be effective 60 
days from the first date of publication
of this notice. A copy of the full reso-
lution is being 
mailed to the owners in the district 
and is available by contacting the
Town. 
Bailey Richardson, Clerk 
(Aug. 7, 2022) 89130
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STATE OF MINNESOTA  
COUNTY OF BECKER  

SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
DISTRICT COURT  

PROBATE DIVISION 
Court File No. 03-PR-22-1412 
Estate of: MARY L. SIMON, AKA
MARY LOU SIMON,  
Decedent.  
NOTICE AND ORDER OF HEARING
ON PETITION FOR  
PROBATE OF WILL AND APPOINT-
MENT OF PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVE AND NOTICE TO
CREDITORS  
It is Ordered and Notice is given that
on September 7, 2022, at 1:15 p.m., 
a hearing will be held in this Court at
913 Lake Ave., Detroit Lakes, Min-
nesota, for the formal probate of an
instrument purporting to be the Will of 
the Decedent, dated March 21, 2022, 
and separate writing(s) under Min-
nesota Statutes section 524.2-513 
(“Will”), and for the appointment of 
Rebecca A. Sheggeby whose ad-
dress is 2605 Darling Dr. NW, Alexan-
dria, MN 56308 as Personal 
Representative of the Estate of the 
Decedent in an UNSUPERVISED ad-
ministration.  
Any objections to the petition must be 
filed with the Court prior to or raised
at the hearing. If proper and if no ob-
jections are filed or raised, the Per-
sonal Representative will be 
appointed with full power to adminis-
ter the Estate including the power to 
collect all assets, to pay all legal
debts, claims, taxes and expenses, to
sell real and personal property, and
to do all necessary acts for the Es-
tate.  
Notice is also given that (subject to
Minnesota Statutes section 524.3-
801) all creditors having claims 
against the Estate are required to
present the claims to the Personal 
Representative or to the Court Ad-
ministrator within four months after 
the date of this Notice or the claims 
will be barred.  
A charitable beneficiary may request 
notice of the probate proceedings be 
given to the Attorney General pur-
suant to Minnesota Statutes section
501B.41, subdivision 5.  
Dated: 7/25/22  
BY THE COURT  
Referee Susan Solheim  
District Court  
Dated: 7/25/22  
/s/ Sarah Schlauderaff, Deputy 
Court Administrator - Renelle Fenno 
The Hearing will be held remotely via 
Zoom. If you wish to participate, con-
tact Court Administration for the re-
mote hearing information prior to the 
hearing date.  
Attorney for: Personal Representative 
Name: Kelly L. Jenzen  
Firm: Johnston Law Office, P.A.  
Street: Easton Place, 510 22nd Ave.
E., # 101  
City, State, ZIP: Alexandria, MN
56308  
Attorney License No: 301917  
Telephone: (320) 762-8814  
FAX: (320) 762-9111  
Email: jenzen@johnstonlawoff.com  
(Aug. 7 & 14, 2022) 88047
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STATE OF MINNESOTA  
COUNTY OF BECKER  

SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
DISTRICT COURT  

PROBATE DIVISION 
Court File No. 03-PR-22-1412 
Estate of: MARY L. SIMON, AKA
MARY LOU SIMON,  
Decedent.  
NOTICE AND ORDER OF HEARING
ON PETITION FOR  
PROBATE OF WILL AND APPOINT-
MENT OF PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVE AND NOTICE TO
CREDITORS  
It is Ordered and Notice is given that
on September 7, 2022, at 1:15 p.m., 
a hearing will be held in this Court at
913 Lake Ave., Detroit Lakes, Min-
nesota, for the formal probate of an
instrument purporting to be the Will of 
the Decedent, dated March 21, 2022, 
and separate writing(s) under Min-
nesota Statutes section 524.2-513 
(“Will”), and for the appointment of 
Rebecca A. Sheggeby whose ad-
dress is 2605 Darling Dr. NW, Alexan-
dria, MN 56308 as Personal 
Representative of the Estate of the 
Decedent in an UNSUPERVISED ad-
ministration.  
Any objections to the petition must be 
filed with the Court prior to or raised
at the hearing. If proper and if no ob-
jections are filed or raised, the Per-
sonal Representative will be 
appointed with full power to adminis-
ter the Estate including the power to 
collect all assets, to pay all legal
debts, claims, taxes and expenses, to
sell real and personal property, and
to do all necessary acts for the Es-
tate.  
Notice is also given that (subject to
Minnesota Statutes section 524.3-
801) all creditors having claims 
against the Estate are required to
present the claims to the Personal 
Representative or to the Court Ad-
ministrator within four months after 
the date of this Notice or the claims 
will be barred.  
A charitable beneficiary may request 
notice of the probate proceedings be 
given to the Attorney General pur-
suant to Minnesota Statutes section
501B.41, subdivision 5.  
Dated: 7/25/22  
BY THE COURT  
Referee Susan Solheim  
District Court  
Dated: 7/25/22  
/s/ Sarah Schlauderaff, Deputy 
Court Administrator - Renelle Fenno 
The Hearing will be held remotely via 
Zoom. If you wish to participate, con-
tact Court Administration for the re-
mote hearing information prior to the 
hearing date.  
Attorney for: Personal Representative 
Name: Kelly L. Jenzen  
Firm: Johnston Law Office, P.A.  
Street: Easton Place, 510 22nd Ave.
E., # 101  
City, State, ZIP: Alexandria, MN 
56308  
Attorney License No: 301917  
Telephone: (320) 762-8814  
FAX: (320) 762-9111  
Email: jenzen@johnstonlawoff.com  
(Aug. 7 & 14, 2022) 88037
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this Notice and Order as provided by
law and by: Mailing a copy of this No-
tice and Order to each interested per-
son by United States mail at  
least 14 days before the time set for
the hearing.  
Dated: 8/2/2022 
BY THE COURT  
Referee Susan Solheim  
District Court 
Dated: 8/2/2022 
Sarah Schlauderaff 
Deputy, Court Administrator, Renelle 
Fenno 
Isl Nathan E. Ray  
Fabyanske, Westra, Hart & Thomson,
P.A. Nathan E. Ray  
MN# 0305236  
333 South Seventh Street, Suite 
2600 Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402 
Telephone: (612) 359-7634  
Facsimile: (612) 359-7602 
e-mail: nray@fwhtlaw.com  
(Aug. 7 & 14, 2022)  88877

Erie Township is holding a special 
meeting for its members regarding 
ARPA Funds.   
Date: August 24th, 2022 
Time:  6:30 p.m. 
Location: Becker County Courthouse 
Jury Room 
(Aug. 7, 2022) 89112

MN LEGALS

that on  
September 7, 2022, at 1:15 pm, a 
hearing will be held in this Court at  
Minnesota, on the petition. 913 Lake
A venue, Becker County Courthouse 
Detroit Lakes,  
The petition represents that the dece-
dent died more than three (3) years 
ago leaving property in Minnesota.
The petition requests the Court deter-
mine the descent of such property,
determine that the decedent died in-
testate and assign the property to the 
persons entitled.  
Any objections to the petition must be 
raised at the hearing or filed with the 
Court prior to the hearing. If the peti-
tion is proper and no objections are
filed or raised, the petition will be
granted.  
Notice shall be given by publishing
hi N i d O d id d b
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Fast feet thumped 
down the stairs and 
her husband’s terse 
voice followed. He was 
demanding to know 
who the man on their 
couch was, and why he 
was there.

“My childrens 
bedrooms are also 
upstairs,” Brown said. 
“My son is 6 and my 
daughter is 1½ . I went 
to check on them.”

When she opened the 
door to her son’s bed-
room, the family’s two 
powerful dogs burst 
through, and unfriendly 
growls followed. Brown 
was able to hold them 
back at where the stair-
case made an L-turn to 
the dining room. From 
there she saw the sil-
houette of a man on 
their couch.

“The lights were off, 
but I could see because 
the moonlight was 
shining in,” she said. 
“Then I saw a flash-
light coming from the 
kitchen.”

She said her husband 
saw the flashlight out 
of the corner of his 
eyes, as well. While the 
man behind the flash-
light reportedly did not 
declare he was a police 
officer, Brown said her 
husband saw the Per-
ham Police patrol car 
from the screen door.

Her husband “asked 
who they were and 
why they were in our 
house,” Brown recalled.

At that point, she 
said, the officer admit-
ted he had dropped off 
the man there, believ-
ing it was the man’s 
mother’s house.

On Tuesday, Aug. 2, 
Perham Police Chief 
James Gritz confirmed 
that Officer Emman-
uel Reyes, who has 
been with the depart-
ment less than a year, 
was told the residence 
belonged to the mother 
of the intoxicated man.

Brown said the officer 
then told the intoxicat-
ed man to get up off the 
couch, and when the 
man didn’t comply, the 
officer talked about tas-
ing him, which moti-
vated the man to his 
feet. She said the officer 
then brought the man 
to his patrol car and her 
husband followed them 
outside.

“Then the officer ran 
my husband’s license 
plate number to make 
sure he lived here,” 
Brown said. “Then, he 
left.”

Some details differed 
between the Browns’ 
version and what Gritz 
was told. Gritz said 
the license plate of 
the vehicle parked at 
the residence was run 
while the intoxicated 
man was making his 
way inside the house. 
He said that after the 
officer saw the plate 
owner’s name didn’t 
match the intoxicated 
man’s name, the offi-
cer walked to the door, 
knocked and announced 
himself. From the door, 
the officer observed a 
man come down the 
stairs and confront the 
stranger on his couch.

Gritz filled in missing 
details of how the eve-
ning began. A Perham 
establishment contact-
ed the police depart-

ment and notified them 
there was an intoxicat-
ed customer that need-
ed a safe ride home.

“We don’t do it ter-
ribly often,” Gritz said. 
“There was no taxi
service running that 
night.”

Gritz said the intox-
icated man had lost 
his phone and Officer 
Reyes agreed to provide 
a public service.

Gritz said after Reyes 
made contact with the 
man, Reyes checked the 
man’s driver’s license, 
as well the license plate 
on the vehicle he drove 
to the establishment. 
The problem was, the 
man had not updated 
his license informa-
tion from a previous 
address.

Gritz said the man
was brought to an old 
address, at which time 
the man informed the
officer that he no longer 
lived there. Instead, the 
man led the officer to
Brown’s farmstead.

“He was adamant that 
he was at his mother’s 
place,” Gritz was told.

Brown noted the 
doors at their home are 
normally locked at their 
residence.

“I don’t know if we 
forgot or if the door 
didn’t fully close,” she 
said. “But, this could’ve
been a very different
situation.”

After all, what if the 
dogs had attacked the 
intoxicated man or the 
police officer? What if 
a gun had been drawn? 
What if the officer had
left and the man found 
his way upstairs to 
one of their children’s 
rooms? Their son has 
also been troubled by
what he heard and saw, 
she said, noting sleep 
doesn’t come easy for 
him lately.

Brown empha-
sized the family sup-
ports police and rec-
ognizes they are vital 
to the community and 
do many great things. 
Brown said her hope is 
that the incident pro-
vides awareness that 
more training is needed 
in such situations, and 
perhaps a better policy.

Gritz said the Per-
ham Police Department 
does not have a policy 
in place for safe rides 
home.

Gritz said “there will 
be training from here 
on,” adding that anoth-
er good lesson learned 
from this experience 
was the importance of 
updating a license and
plate license informa-
tion promptly after
moving to a new resi-
dence.

The department has 
seven full-time officers, 
including the chief, and
one civilian assistant.

“We were trying to
perform a public ser-
vice and help someone 
get home,” Gritz said.
“This was an unfor-
tunate incident and 
thankfully no one got
hurt.”

It should be noted 
that Perham does not 
have a holding cell, and 
unless someone is under 
arrest or detained, they 
wouldn’t be transport-
ed to the jail in Fergus 
Falls or detox center in 
Moorhead.

“This person wasn’t 
causing problems, the 
establishment just 
didn’t want him driving 
home,” Gritz said.
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