Gas station

Wayzata granted approvals
included in a development
application for the site of a
vacant gas station.
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Defense

Over the past three decades,
Wayzata High's football
teams have always relied
heavily on a strong defense.
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(SUN PHOTO BY JASON JENKINS)
The downtown Wayzata lakefront is another step closer to getting a boardwalk now that design plans have been approved by the city council.

Wayzata City Council approves

design plans for Panoway boardwalk
Phase two work also includes community docks, Section Foreman House

By JASON JENKINS
jason.jenkins@apgecm.com

The Panoway on Way-
zata Bay initiative contin-
ues to move forward with
the recent completion of
design development for
phase 2A  (boardwalk

and community docks)
and phase 2B (the Section
Foreman House).

The Wayzata City
Council passed a resolu-
tion Aug. 16 approving
the designs and directing
city staff to prepare con-
struction documents and

permit applications.
Civitas, a Denver-based
urban design and land-
scape architecture firm,
has been working with
the city to develop the
designs. Civitas Principal
Scott Jordan, speaking at
the city council meeting,

provided a summary of
what he and other project
leaders heard from the
community during the de-
sign validation phase for
the boardwalk and com-
munity docks.

See Plans, Page 8

Council renames

County Road 47
to Chankahda Trail,

honoring

Dakota

Plymouth Council votes for change
despite opposition from Prom, Davis

By KAITLIN MCCOSKEY
kaitlin.mccoskey@apgecm.com

The Plymouth City
Council voted to rename
County Road 47 Aug.
16 at a regular meeting.
The new name will be
Chankahda Trail, in hon-
or of the Dakota people.

According to Plym-
outh’s Parks and Recre-

ation Director Jennifer
Tomlinson, “In Oct. of
2021, the city council ap-
proved a jurisdictional
transfer of County Road
47 from Hennepin Coun-
ty to the city.” She also
shared that in February,
naming options were
presented to the council,

See Rename, Page 14

Kelli Slavik appointed

to Plymouth Council

The former mayor has been chosen
to temporarily represent Ward 2

By KAITLIN MCCOSKEY
kaitlin.mccoskey@apgecm.com

At the Aug. 16 meet-
ing of the Plymouth city
council, the vacancy of
Ward 2 Council Member
Nick Rochl was filled.
Former Plymouth mayor
Kelli Slavik was chosen
to fill the seat, despite

council hesitation to her
appointment.

At the Aug. 16 meet-
ing, the council was
given two options to ad-
dress the empty seat. One
was to leave the seat open
until the Nov. 8 election,
with the winner sworn in

see Council, Page 6
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which decided that a pub-
lic naming contest should
be explored. In March,
the city announced that it
would be accepting name
suggestions. According
to Tomlinson, over 1,200
names were submitted,
and a large majority of
them requested a name
that honored the Dakota
people who once lived in
the area.

On the committee,
formed to finalize a list
of names for the council
from the many options
submitted, were former
Historical Society man-
ager Rebekah Coffman,
Dakota Elder and culture
expert Sydney Beane,
and Bob Gasch and Ted
Hoshal of the Plymouth
Historical Society. Tom-
linson said she oversaw
this committee and asked
them to find a name that
is “relevant to the area,
respects the Dakota his-
tory of the area, and to
try to stick with geogra-
phy, flora and fauna, etc.”
The group also worked
with a Dakota language
expert from the Universi-
ty of Minnesota to ensure
the names they came up
with were translated and
pronounced correctly.

“The language is sce-
nic. So we went up,
walked the road, studied
the history of the road,”
Beane said, sharing that
the committee finally
came up with a list of nine
names for the council to
pick from. “The one that
we thought would bring

(SUBMITTED PHOTO)

The city council voted to rename County Road 47 to Chankahda Trail.

the most attention to this
was Chankahda.”

Beane said that the
name Chankahda trans-
lates to “near the woods,”
and was chosen for its re-
lation to the Big Woods
area. He said they also
wanted aname that would
be phonetically easy to
pronounce, noting that
even young children can
pronounce the syllables
of Chankahda.

“A lot of effort has
gone into trying to nar-
row down a short list of
names for the council to
consider,” Mayor Jeff
Wosje said. “I just want
to say, on behalf of the
council, how much we
appreciate that work that
the [naming] commit-
tee has done and all the
research that went into
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trying to determine what
would be a good name.”

There was not whole-
hearted appreciation
from the council, how-
ever. Council Member
Jim Davis of Ward 3 said,
“At the beginning of this
process, I said I didn’t
want to accept a name
that you can’t pronounce
and you wouldnt know
how to spell,” he said. “T
don’t believe that we can
put a name on that road
that half the residents
of Plymouth pronounce
one way, and the other
half will do another way.
I don’t support this name
at all.”

Beane responded to
this point, saying, “When
we think about it, there
are a lot of multi-syllable
words in the English lan-

guage that people who
come here who don’t
know English  would
[mispronounce].” He
added, “There’s nothing
wrong, frankly, with pro-
nouncing things the way
we see them. We may not
always say the same thing
the same way.”

Beane also said that a
name that is foreign and
takes time to learn to pro-
nounce invites education
about the name and its
history, which is what the
naming committee want-
ed to encourage.

Council Member Ned
Carroll said that while
Davis is entitled to his
opinion, Carroll  dis-
agrees “strongly” with it.
He noted that people may
pronounce Davis’ name
differently in different
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accents and dialects, and
added “I would think if
we can pronounce Min-
neapolis and Minnesota,
we could handle more
than two syllables.”

He also added that
Chankahda is the name
preferred by the experts
on the naming commit-
tee, and he encouraged
the rest of the council to
respect its decision.

Council Member Jim
Willis agreed with Car-
roll’s points, and sup-
ported the diversity of
culture that this name
would bring to the Plym-
outh community, saying
he is “pleased” to support
this name change.

Resident Audrey Brit-
ton spoke at the council
meeting too, saying “This
is the will of the people,
not any one person. And
I truly believe that if you
are an elected official,
your job is to bring forth
or to actually represent
the will of the people.”

She added that an over-
whelming number of res-
idents want the name to
honor the Dakota. “We
say Mississippi, we say
Wayzata, there’s a whole
bunch of other words
we’ve grown up with that
are Dakota,” said Brit-
ton, noting that the spirit
and intent is what she be-
lieves matters most.

Wosje agreed that the
council should be honor-
ing the Dakota people,
while noting that other
names on the final list
might be easier to pro-
nounce. He said he would
ultimately support any
Dakota name however,
and his sentiment was

echoed by Council Mem-
ber Alise McGregor of
Ward 1.

The only other council
member to oppose this
name change was Jim
Prom of Ward 4..

“I'm looking at this
as not so much as hon-
oring, but an agenda,”
he said, citing an article
from the conservative,
biased news source Cen-
ter of the American Ex-
periment on the “weap-
onization” of renaming
landmarks with morally
questionable namesakes.
The article discusses the
renaming of the former
Lake Calhoun, Coffman
Student Union at the
University of Minne-
sota, Fort Snelling, and
other examples, telling
the reader to consider the
violence done by minori-
ty groups to “Indians and
whites,” and to remember
the “good things the U.S.
government did for the
Indians.”

“I think wokeness is a
real problem,” Prom con-
tinued. “We shouldn’t be
naming things just to be
woke. It’s great to honor
them with a plaque or
something like that, but
I’'m not in favor of this,
and I'm not in favor of
renaming lakes, or even
the city.”

After this delibera-
tion, the council voted
to adopt the ordinance
renaming County Road
47 to Chankahda Trail,
which passed with four
votes in favor and two
against.

Follow the Sun Sailor on Facebook
at facebook.com/mnsunsailor.
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