Read your Albert Lea Tribune E-edition
on your desktop computer, smartphone

or iPad anywhere.

E-edition memberships available for S1
Jor current subscribers. Call 507-373-3421

GOLDMAN STURTZ & HALVORSEN

Attorney

ALLAN L. HALVORSEN

507-373-1409

137 North Broadway Ave. | Albert Lea, MN

WILLS | POWERS OF ATTORNEY | PROBATE
HEeALTH CARE DIRECTIVES | REAL ESTATE | TRANSFER ON DEATH DEEDS

SPORTS

Albert Lea football takes on
Austin in I-90 rivalry

Albert Lea

Tribune

INSIDE

Gov. Walz to open new rapid testing
sites across Minnesota

OPINION

Compassion fatigue can take

it’s toll on non-profit workers

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23-24, 2021 ¢ ALBERTLEATRIBUNE.COM ¢ $1.50

GROUP OF LOCAL OFFICIALS DECIDE TO

HANG UP THE WHISTLE

Dennis Flom, Jeff Rayman, Bob Rinaldi, Don Nolander and Al Schallock have a combined total of 195 years officiating high school football
games and have been on the same crew together for roughly 20 years. Wednesday night's game marked the retirement for all five. TYLER

JULSON/ALBERT LEA TRIBUNE

5 retire from officiating with 195 years of experience

By Tyler Julson

tylerjulson@albertleatribune.com

mong many other skills and
Aattributes, being a sports of-
ficial takes a lot of dedication,
responsibility, tough skin and passion

for the sport at hand.

After a combined 195 years of high
school football officiating experience
Don Nolander, Dennis Flom, Bob Ri-

naldi, Al Schallock and Jeff Rayman
have all of those qualities in droves.
Working on the same crew for rough-

ly 20 years, the group

it a career after the football game in
Alden Wednesday night, putting on
the uniform one last time as a crew.

Over the years, this crew has
coached countless regular season
games, 22 postseason games and one
state championship. They have wit-
nessed some of the very best games

Waseca officer Arik Matson retires at commendation ceremony

By Julian Hast
Owatonna People’s Press,
APG Southern Minnesota

It has been 21 months since
Waseca Officer Arik Matson was
shot in the head and critically
wounded while responding to a
report of a suspicious person,
and last week he officially
retired.

The ceremony for his retire-
ment took place at a commu-
nity commendation ceremony
Thursday night in which Waseca
residents, first responders and
members of public safety orga-
nizations received commenda-
tions inside the Performing Arts
Center at Waseca Junior/Senior

of five called

each other.

High School.

After all other commendations
were finished, Waseca Chief of
Police Penny Vought introduced
what was, in some ways, the big-
gest event of the evening.

“We understand very well that
this is a very sad event,” she
said about Matson’s retirement.
“But it’s also an event where we
should attempt to find and have
gratitude. We are grateful and
thankful for so many things, es-
pecially that Arik is here with
us tonight.”

Mary Williams, a Waseca
resident on whose property the
shooting took place, addressed

See MATSON, Page A8

with the best seats in the house, and
officiated games with athletes that
went onto become stars at the colle-
giate and professional levels.
However, after all of those special
moments and star athletes, the one
thing they all said was the best part
about it all — the comradery with

“I enjoy being around the young people. When you
go out and you have a game that’s a real competitive
good game, not a lot of penalties, you get done with
one of those and you say “That was a lot of fun.”

— Don Nolander

Rayman said the group is together
on the road every Friday night for
the entire season, beginning in late
summer and finishing at the onset
of winter, ending the season with a
chili-feed with one another. Depend-
ing on where the assigned game was,

See OFFICIALS, Page A10

Captain Kris Markeson, who was present at the scene of Matson’s
shooting, choked up as he presented Matson his retirement badge,
Law Enforcement Purple Heart and Medal Honor. JULIAN HAST/SOUTH-

ERNMINN.COM

Vaccinated
County
employees
sick time for
breakthrough
COVID cases

By Sarah Stultz
sarah.stultz@albertleatribune.com

The Freeborn County Board
of Commissioners on Tuesday
approved a revision to the coun-
ty’s employee COVID-19 response
plan to allow a bank of up to five
days of sick time for vaccinated
employees who have a break-
through positive
COVID testand are
unable to work.

Freeborn County
Administrator Tom
Jensen said since
the expiration of
the Families First
Coronavirus Re- Tom
sponse Act, which Jensen
required employers
to provide sick leave and expand-
ed family and medical leave tied
to COVID-19, employees have
had to use their PTO hours if they
were exposed to another person
who tested positive to COVID-19
and got sick themselves or had
to quarantine. Under current
guidelines, vaccinated employ-
ees who have been exposed can
remain at work, with masking
and monitoring for symptoms,
while a non-vaccinated person
who was exposed must isolate
for seven days or until he or she

See COUNTY, Page A8

Woman taken
into custody
after shots
fired at hotel

By Albert Lea Tribune

A Mason City woman was ar-
rested Friday morning after al-
legedly firing a bullet into a hotel
room at Motel 6 in Albert Lea.

Jessica Ann Hutfles, 31, was
taken into custody but official
charges remain pending due to
an ongoing investigation, accord-
ing to a press release from the
Albert Lea Police Department.

At approximately 8:50 a.m. of-
ficers from the Albert Lea Police
Department, Freeborn County
Sheriff’s Office and the Minne-
sota State Patrol responded to
Motel 6 on East Main Street after
receiving a call from a person
who said a woman had shot a
bullet into his hotel room door
and fled the scene.

The caller was able to de-
scribe Hutfles by the clothes
she was wearing, and officers
were able to locate her within
minutes of the initial call and
a short distance away from the
crime scene. Hutfles was taken
into custody and a firearm was
located.

The release stated there is no
ongoing risk to public safety.

If anyone has any informa-
tion they would like to share
pertaining to the case, contact
detectives David Miller or Julie
Kohl from the Albert Lea Police
Department.
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the crew could spend
multiple hours in the car
together every week. That
time adds up over numer-
ous years and has formed
abrotherhood between this
group of officials.

On top of the comrad-
ery, they all take pride in
teaching the athletes and
being a positive influence
on their lives.

“I enjoy being around
the young people,” No-
lander said. “When you go
out and you have a game
that’s a real competitive
good game, not a lot of
penalties, you get done
with one of those and you
say ‘That was a lot of fun.”

“If there’s been good
sportsmanship, then we
have fun,” Schallock added.

Each member of the
crew got into football offi-
ciating for their own indi-
vidual reasons, but they all
share a love of the sport.

The group has multiple
humorous stories from
their experiences over
the years. Whether it was
Nolander tripping over
the chains multiple times
in one play, Flom taking
numerous hits from play-
ers on the field or Rayman
doing laundry in the car on
the way to the game, there
will be no shortage of good
memories for the group to
look back on.

With the crew retiring,
that leaves five positions
open in the officiating
field. All across the state,
a shortage of officials has
become a rising concern.

Nolander said there are
a number of factors that
could discourage a poten-
tial official from picking
up the whistle. A long time
commitment, giving up a
lot of nights and standing
out in the cold fall weath-
er are some of the reasons.
But the biggest downfall is
the grief taken by unruly
and disrespectful fans.

“You take a lot of grief
during the game,” Rinaldi
said. “Most of the time you
hear it and you move on.
You just have to concen-
trate on the next play.”

Nolander said he under-
stands why those potential
officials would be dis-
heartened. And Schallock
said those types of things
make some nights worse
than others, but its about
moving on to the next play.

Flom said its usually
worse on the basketball
court because the fans
are closer to the action, but
Rayman said they can still
hear it on the football field.

“Spectators will come
right down from the
stands and meet us when
we’re going into halftime
or something and shout
about anything. ‘Hey, you
blew this call. Hey, you
blew that call,’ You’d like to
take that guy and put him
on the field and see if he

can do it any better.”

Rinaldi said there is a
good way for anyone inter-
ested in becoming an offi-
cial to get their foot in the
door — through mentoring.

“Get on with a crew,” Ri-
naldi said. “Shadow some-
one. Do a lot of the JV, the
little league games. The
more you do that, the more
you get acclimated and get
better at it. You’ll build
your confidence level.”

Now that their varsity of-
ficiating careers are over,
most of them will take on
different roles. Nolander,
Flom and Rayman said
they might still officiate
a lower level game every
once in a while, but Rinal-
di will trade in his stripes
and whistle for a Huskies
sweatshirt just in time to
watch his grandson suit up
for the Owatonna football
program.

All five members of
the crew wanted to thank
their wives for being un-
derstanding throughout
the years and the seasons.
They said being gone from
mid afternoon to some-
times 1 a.m. every Friday
night takes a lot of patience
from their partners.

“I’m not going to miss
those unsportsmanlike
coaches or fans,” Schallock
said. “Next year, I'm going
to think ‘Yeah, I don’t need
to hear that.’ But I'm going
to miss this. I'm going to
being with the group. This
is what keeps me coming
back every week.”

COVID cases rising faster on reservations in Minn.

ST. PAUL (AP) — Native
Americans have contract-
ed COVID-19 at two to
three times the rate of
white Minnesotans over
the past month, according
to state health officials.

There are large pockets
of unvaccinated people in
the 18 to 49 age range in
Minnesota’s tribal com-
munities and across the
country, according to
Mary Owen, director of
the Center for Ameri-
can Indian and Minority
Health at the University of
Minnesota medical school.

“We have some folks
who are not getting vac-
cinated, whether it’s be-
cause they’re resisting
it or because they’re not
able to get access. Not
quite sure. It’s probably a
combination of those. But
that’s impacting us again,
significantly,” said Owen,
who is also president of the
Association of American
Indian Physicians.

Owen says that’s es-
pecially concerning be-
cause Native Americans
have high rates of health
disparities that put them

at higher risk for serious
COVID-19 illness, such as
diabetes, Minnesota Public
Radio News reported.
“We have some very frail
people in our communities
that cannot afford to get
infected. We have to pro-
tect them,” Owen said. “So
please, do what’s right for
our communities, not just
for us as individuals.”
The Leech Lake reser-
vation has recorded its
highest numbers of posi-
tive COVID-19 cases over
the past month since the
pandemic began.

Minneapolis cop charged in
chase that killed innocent driver

MINNEAPOLIS (AP)
— A Minneapolis police
officer has been charged
with manslaughter and
vehicular homicide for a
crash in July that killed
an innocent motorist while
the officer was pursuing
a stolen vehicle, a prose-
cutor announced Friday.

Officer Brian Cum-
mings was driving nearly
80 mph (129 kph) in Min-
neapolis with his siren and
lights activated when his
squad car slammed into
another vehicle, Kkilling
40-year-old Leneal Fra-
zier, Hennepin County At-
torney Mike Freeman said
in a statement. The crash
ended a chase that lasted
more than 20 blocks, in-
cluding through residen-
tial neighborhoods where
the posted speed limit is
25 mph.

“Police are supposed to
protect and serve citizens,
and to act in a manner con-
sistent with their sworn
oath to do so. Officer
Cummings’ actions de-
viated from his oath and
his negligence caused the
death of Leneal Frazier,”
Freeman said.

During  Cummings’
chase, Frazier’s Jeep en-
tered an intersection on a
green light. According to
investigators, the driver
of the stolen vehicle nar-
rowly missed Frazier’s
Jeep before the squad car
struck it on the driver’s
side. An accident recon-
struction report said the
fatal collision “can be at-
tributed to the Defendant
for failure to operate his
vehicle with due regard
for the safety of other
motorists.”

Mayor Jacob Frey said
after Frazier’s death that
the city would review its
pursuit policy, and that
review was still ongoing
Friday. A police spokes-
man said this summer
that the policy was prop-
erly followed in the chase,
but the complaint clearly
suggested that prosecu-
tors don’t think it was by

“Police are supposed to protect and
serve citizens, and to act in a manner
consistent with their sworn oath to do

2»

SO.

— Mike Freeman, Hennepin County Attorney

quoting directly from the
policy:

“Officers shall not initi-
ate a pursuit or shall ter-
minate a pursuit in prog-
ress if the pursuit poses
an unreasonable risk to
the officers, the public or
passengers of the vehicle
being pursued who may be
unwilling participants.”

Cummings’ attorney,
Tom Plunkett, said Cum-
mings was pursuing a
suspect in a “violent
carjacking” and that the
occupants had been “on
a crime spree, a practice
that has unfortunately
become too common in
Minneapolis.”

The city’s police union
didn’t immediately re-
spond to a message.

Frazier was the uncle of
Darnella Frazier, whose
cellphone video of Min-
neapolis police Officer
Derek Chauvin kneeling
on George Floyd’s neck
was viewed worldwide
and helped launch a global
protest movement against
racial injustice. Chauvin
was convicted of murder
and sentenced this year in
Floyd’s 2020 death.

The Frazier family,
which had called for Cum-
mings to be prosecuted in
Frazier’s death, welcomed
the charges as a first step
toward justice, accord-
ing to their lawyers, Ben
Crump and Jeff Storms.

“The Frazier family and
our legal team are grateful
for the charges brought
against Brian Cummings
for the reckless Killing
of Leneal Frazier,” they
said in a statement. “We
commend the Hennepin

County Attorney’s Office
for having the courage to
hold law enforcement ac-
countable in this instance.
No innocent civilian
should ever lose their life
because of unwarranted
high-speed chases in res-
idential neighborhoods.”

Both charges against
Cummings carry a pre-
sumptive prison sentence
of four years under state
sentencing guidelines.
Jail records show he was
released on his own re-
cognizance without bail
required and has a hearing
set for Nov. 9.

The department’s policy
manual allows pursuits
for “serious and violent
crimes.” including rob-
bery, and “flagrantly
reckless driving that is
life-threatening to the
public.” The complaint
said the stolen vehicle
was suspected in thefts
from businesses that in-
volved “some limited use
of force” but none involv-
ing weapons or resulted in
injuries. Chases for simple
auto theft are not allowed.

Freeman made a fresh
plea Friday for law en-
forcement across the state
to change their pursuit pol-
icies, saying they don’t do
enough to protect human
life. He said responses to
previous criticism had
been “weak and ineffec-
tive.” He said Minnesota
agencies reported 40 fatal
injuries resulting from
pursuits from 2013-2020.

“This must stop,” Free-
man wrote. “Pursuits must
be reserved for only the
most serious crimes and
cases.”
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