
www.fleetsupplymn.com
Hours: Mon-Sat 8am-8pm; Sun 9am-5pm

LITTLE FALLS
1800 1st Ave. NE. • 320-632-9240

Sale Dates: Oct 31st - Nov 13th 2021

YOUR COMPLETE FARM & HOME STORE

SALE PRICE10399

SALE
PRICE

Steel Handled Wheelbarrow
with Flat Free Tire
6 cu. ft.
Regular Price $136.99

2699

GP Hydraulic
Fluid 5 Gallon
Regular Price $31.99

3499
20 Lb. Propane Tank

Regular Price $44.99

34SALE
PRICE
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	 Little did Amber Mielke 
of Sobieski know at the time 
that the case of unleashed 
dogs attacking their horses 
during a trail ride in the 
Little Missouri State Park 
in Killdeer, N.D. in Au-
gust 2020, would ultimately 
be decided by Judge Judy 
Sheindlin in the premiere 
of her new TV reality show, 
“Judy Justice.”
	 The first episode will be 
streamed, Nov. 1, on IMD-
bTV. 
	 The dog attack caused 
several of the riders, some of 
whom were young children 
of Mielke and her friend, 
Elayna Harsh of Bloomer, 
Wis. to fall off of their hors-
es. As the horses’ natural in-
stinct set in to flee, the dogs 
then continued to chase the 
horses for a mile, including 
through a barbwire fence.
	 While the riders and the 
horses were injured, Poppy, 
Mielke’s son, Whyatt’s gam-
ing pony, was severely in-
jured. If she had not been 
small enough to fit into 
the back of an ATV to be 
transported from the area 
they were in, Mielke said the 
horse would have had to be 
put down on the spot. 
	 Poppy received continu-
ous veterinary care to heal 
from her injuries. After 
nearly a year of rehabilita-
tion, Whyatt was able to 
compete with her again. 
While it is a 
victory, they 
also know 
that because 
of her injury, 
she is more 
susceptible to 
injury. 
	 M i e l k e 
said that ini-
tially the dog 
owner, DiAn-
gelo Larranga 
of Killdeer, 
N.D. had said that he would 
pay for the veterinary costs. 
However, when it came 
down to it, he never did.
	 Because of the dog at-
tack, Larranga was charged 
with disorderly conduct by 
the Dunn County Attor-
ney’s Office in September 
2020. Mielke said that she 
had hoped that the court 
would award her compensa-
tory damages to at least cov-
er the veterinary expenses. 
	 However, to Mielke’s sur-
prise, the case was dismissed 
in January by the court. She 
later found out that the rea-
son the case was dismissed 
was because the prosecuting 
attorney had failed to ap-
pear at the hearing. 
	 “That gave me no hope 
of any restitution. Then to 
find out that they dropped 
the charges because the 
state’s attorney didn’t show 
up. Yeah, I was pretty upset 
at that point,” she said. 

	 Mielke said she could 
have brought Larranga to 
Conciliation Court. While 
she was confident in be-
ing awarded compensa-
tory damages, Mielke said 
she wasn’t sure if  Larranga 
would actually pay it. As a 
result, she contacted Judge 
Judy to see if  she was inter-
ested in hearing their case — 

she was. 
	 Any res-
titution that 
is awarded in 
cases heard by 
Judge Judy is 
also paid by 
the producers 
and not by the 
person who is 
ordered to 
pay. Both the 
plaintiff and 
the defendant 

also receive an appearance 
fee.
	 “They paid for our flight 
too, so that was nice,” Miel-
ke said. 
	 With the expenses paid, 
Mielke and Harsh flew to the 
Los Angeles International 
Airport (LAX) in July. Since 
they arrived early, the two 
rented a couple of scooters 
to do some sightseeing. 
	 The following morning, 
they were picked up from 
their hotel by staff from the 
show and were brought on 
set. Before the hearing was 
filmed, both Mielke and 
Harsh were made “camera 
ready.” Normally, Mielke 
said, both hair and makeup 
is done. However, because 
of COVID-19 restrictions, 
only makeup was applied. 
Because of the different 
COVID-19 precautions in 
place, the two were pretty 
much secluded to a small 
trailer for most of the time. 

	 One thing that Mielke 
really appreciated was that 
the staff had all of the docu-
ments of the case that she 
had submitted and needed 
provided. It made things a 
lot easier on her part, she 
said. 
	 Both the plaintiff and 
defendant were able to bring 
one witness with them. 
While Larranga brought his 
son, Mielke said she brought 
Harsh since she was the only 
other adult that was there 
when the dog attack hap-
pened. Harsh had also been 
brought to a nearby hospital 
by ambulance from injuries 
she received in the dog at-
tack.
	 The hearing that was 
held by Judge Judy was very 
short, about 15-20 minutes, 
Mielke said. She also avoid-
ed looking at the defendant 
since she knew it would only 
frustrate her even more. The 
only practice they had be-
fore the hearing was walking 
up front. 
	 Although the episode 
was filmed in July, all the 
parties have been asked to 
not to reveal the outcome 
until after the episode has 
aired. Mielke encourages 
people to watch it since 
it also includes a portion 
about dog owners and rules. 
	 When it comes to walk-
ing dogs in the Little Mis-
souri State Park, as well as 
other state parks, dog own-
ers are required to keep 
their dogs on a leash. Some 
state parks offer areas and 
dog parks where people’s 
four-legged friends can run 
around unleashed. 
	 The dog attack has made 
a permanent mark on all of 
the riders. While they still 

Judy Justice decides 
outcome of dog attack

“That gave me 
no hope of any 

restitution. Then 
to find out that they 
dropped the charges 
because the state’s 

attorney didn’t 
show up.”

—Amber Mielke

	 Submitted photo

Elayna Harsh, left, and Amber Mielke enjoyed their time at 
the set of Judy Justice. It was also an opportunity to get re-
imbursed for the veterinary expenses after unleashed dogs 
attacked their horses during a trail ride. 

By SHEILA BERGREN
Staff Writer

sheila.bergren@apgecm.com

	 “We run for those who 
can’t.” That’s the motto of 
the Pioneers cross-country 
team as each runner has 
dedicated their season to 
one person who cannot run 
for a variety of reasons. The 
idea started with a pair of 
slightly used running shoes 
Paul Kuske of Pierz donat-
ed to the Pierz Healy High 
School. The shoes belonged 
to his late wife, Joyce Kuske, 
who died June 27, after a 
three-year battle with breast 
cancer. 
	 Scott Her-
old, school 
counselor and 
cross-country 
coach, said 
the slightly 
used pair of 
running shoes 
was Joyce’s last pair that 
she had used. Rather than 
giving them away, the shoes 
now serve as a reminder 
of Joyce and how precious 
good health and life is and 
that everyone isn’t able to 
run.
	 Joyce’s son, Caleb, a se-
nior at Pierz Healy High 
School, said he has dedi-
cated his cross-country sea-
son to run for his mom. He 
knew how much she loved 
running. 
	 “We used to go for runs 
together. She was the one 
who convinced me to join 
cross-country to begin with. 
Throughout this season, 
I’ve gone through a lot of 
tough times of just never 
doing as good as I wanted 
to, but thinking of the effort 
my mom put in to achieve 
things that never seemed 
possible really motivated me 
to push myself harder than I 
ever imagined,” Caleb said. 
	 Joyce’s husband and Ca-
leb’s dad, Paul Kuske, said 
that was just who Joyce was 
as a person — always willing 
to help other people, believ-
ing in the power of making 

a difference in people’s lives 
through simple acts of kind-
ness. 
	 “That was her mission 
every day, to go out of her 
way to do something nice for 
somebody. She was always 
thankful for everything she 
had,” Paul said. 
	 The heart for helping 
others and being thankful 
was also something she in-
stilled deeply into her twin 
sons, Caleb and Grant. Ev-
ery evening at supper, she’d 
ask them to name some-
thing nice they had done 
for somebody that day and 
something they were thank-

ful for, Paul 
said. 
	 S e n i o r 
Alyssa Gall 
has also cho-
sen to dedicate 
her season for 
Joyce as both 
Caleb and 

Grant are good friends of 
hers. Knowing how much 
Joyce loved running and be-
ing outside has also made 
her want to run even harder 
and has helped her push 
herself this season, she said. 
	 “I loved the idea of dedi-
cating our seasons to some-
one. It has also created a 
really strong bond between 
my teammates and myself,” 
Gall said. 
	 Junior Carissa Andres 
said she is running for Der-
ek Marshik, a person in the 
community who was in an 
ATV accident and was para-
lyzed from the waist down. 
	 “Having someone to run 
for this season has really 
pushed me to a whole new 
level, being out there and 
thinking and feeling like I 
can’t keep running, just to 
remember that there are 
people who literally cannot 
do it, pushes me to keep go-
ing. Every time I feel like 
giving up, I think of Derek 
and keep on running for 
him,” Andres said. 
	 Connor Kruse, a junior 
at Pierz Healy High School, 
said he is running for his 

Grandpa Lloyd Kruse. Al-
though his grandfather had 
a stroke and died before 
Kruse was born, and as a 
result, he never had the op-
portunity to meet his grand-
father, Kruse likes to believe 
that he is somewhere watch-
ing him run. 
	 “I like to imagine that 
every time I race that he is 
there, cheering me on. This 
gives me strength to finish 
my race,” Kruse said. 
	 One thing Herold has no-
ticed throughout the season 
is that once the runners feel 
like they have nothing more 
to offer on the course physi-
cally, they are reminded of 
why they run and end up 
running on pure heart. As 
a result, it has made for a 
great season. 
	 After Joyce died, Paul 
started the Joyce Kuske Me-
morial Scholarship in her 
honor for a student who is 
going into the health care 
field. 
	 “Joyce was always used 
to caring for others and 
when she was sick, so many 
people stepped up and of-
fered her care. That just re-
ally impressed her, especially 
the people who came to our 
house to help her with stuff  
at home,” Paul said. 
	 In addition, Paul plans 
to donate a new pair of run-
ning shoes once a year that 
will be given to a student in 
need of good pair of shoes. 
It’s also a way to promote 
exercise and healthy liv-
ing — something Joyce was 
huge into. 
	 “Joyce has a very gener-
ous spirit, so that’s my way 
of keeping her spirit alive in 
things that she really liked,” 
Paul said. 
	 Paul remained Joyce’s 
caregiver throughout her 
battle with cancer. She was 
a fighter. It was also not the 
first time she had been diag-
nosed with cancer, he said. 
	 Paul said Joyce was first 
diagnosed with breast can-
cer in 2003. Shortly after her 
diagnosis, she discovered 
she was pregnant with Caleb 
and Grant. The twins were 
born prematurely and spent 
the first six weeks of their 
lives in the neonatal inten-
sive care unit in St. Cloud. 
	 “These two boys just 
cruised through life and 
they’ve been very healthy 
and Joyce was cancer free 
for 15 years. Then it came 
back in 2018,” he said. 
	 Throughout Paul and 
Joyce’s lives, their faith in 
God and Jesus Christ has 
been a cornerstone through 
both good and bad times. 
By living out their faith, 
Paul said it cultivated a life-

Pioneers cross-country team 
runs for those who can’t

	 Submitted photo

Throughout her life, Joyce Kuske’s daily goal was to make a difference in somebody else’s 
life through simple and kind deeds. Pictured are (from left, Caleb, Joyce and Grant Kuske. 

“Every time I feel 
like giving up, I 

think of Derek and 
keep on running

 for him.”
— Carissa Andres

(103121-KuskeShoes)	 Staff photo by Sheila Bergren

Joyce Kuske’s last pair of running shoes is a reminder of how 
precious good health and life is. Not everyone is able to run. 

(Continued on Page 10B)
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Hunting Directory
PROCESSING

PSYCK’S MARKET
Bowlus, MN • 320-584-5136

Home of SUPER
MARKET TRIM

Where Perfectionists are at work.
Call us for a job well done.

We don’t mix your sausage with
that of anyone else!

Home of Minnesota’s Best Head Cheese!
Complete Custom Processing
(Venison-Beef-Pork) Hams-
Bacon-Sausage Smoking

Calling All Hunters!

See your dealer for details. Warning: ATVs can be hazardous to operate. For your safety: Avoid operating Polaris ATVs
or RANGERs on paved surfaces or public roads. Riders and passengers should always wear a helmet, eye protection,
protective clothing, and a seat belt (on RANGER vehicles). Never engage in stunt driving, and avoid excessive speeds and
sharp turns. Polaris adult ATV models are for riders age 16 and older. Drivers of RANGER vehicles must be at least 16 years
old with a valid driver’s license. All ATV riders should take a safety training course. For ATV safety and training information
call the SVIA at (800) 887-2887, see your dealer, or call Polaris at (800) 342-3764. ©2021 Polaris Industries Inc.

Your Polaris
Headquarters

Polaris ATVs,
Rangers & RZRs

320-746-2165
Holdingford Just 20 min from

Little Falls or
St. Cloud on
Cty Rd 17

www.jimssnowmobileandmarine.com

ATVs

INSURANCE

“Trust in Tomorrow” and “Grinnell Mutual” are registered trademarks of Grinnell
Mutual Reinsurance Company. ©Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2017

Stop in and compare your current rates.
Let us save you money. Trust in tomorrow.®

Contact your agent today.

Hunting for
Insurance?

Long Prairie
320-732-6611

Albany
320-845-4020

Sauk Centre
320-352-6200
Holdingford
320-746-2938

Pierz
320-468-8000

St. Cloud
320-252-6650

Melrose
(320)

256-3611

Are You
Prepared???

INSURANCE

simple human sense

INSURANCEBROKERS
OF MINNESOTA , INC .

320.632.1881

REDNECK BLINDS

14731 Iris Rd.
Little Falls, MN
320-632-4408

www.hilmersonsportscenter.com

Meet the Best Hunting
Blinds on the Planet!

The Predator Platinum
360 Blind 5x6

WARNING: Polaris® off-road vehicles can be hazardous to operate and are not intended for on-road use. Driver
must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver’s license to operate. Passengers, if permitted, must be at least
12 years old. All riders should always wear helmets, eye protection, and protective clothing. Always use seat
belts and cab nets or doors (as equipped). Never engage in stunt driving, and avoid excessive speeds and sharp
turns. Riding and alcohol/drugs don’t mix. All riders should take a safety training course. Call 800-342-3764 for
additional information. Check local laws before riding on trails. ©2021 Polaris Inc

ATVs

Outdoor Fun Starts At...

131 E. Main St. Eagle Bend, MN
218-738-2582

www.northlandsports.com

OFF ROADOutdoor Fun Starts At... OFF ROAD

OWN THE OUTDOORS
ORDER YOUR 2022 POLARIS NOW!

HUNTING ESSENTIALS

Gilman, MN • 320-387-2770
M-F 7:30-7, Sat. 7:30-5, Sun. 9-1

www.gilmancreamery.com

GILmAN COOP
CREAmERY

Get YOUR
MN LICeNSeS

NOW!
Deer

Attractant
On Sale!

THE BUCK STOPS HERE

Main Street, Pierz • (320) 468-6478

& BAIT

Open Daily 5am - 10pm • Fridays 5am-11pm

• Hunting Licenses
• Deer Registration Station
• Hunting Gear
• Deer Calls
• Scents
• Propane
Fills

DEli
eat in or
take out

Breakfast
lunch
Dinner

RECORD EXTRA

2021 HUNTING

Find everything you need for
the hunt in the
Hunting
Guide in
our
Oct. 10th
issue!

SHOOTING NEEDS

21845 Hwy 27, Little Falls, MN 56345
Open Tuesday & Wednesday 9AM-6PM; Thursday 9AM-8PM; Friday 9AM-6PM;

Saturday 9AM-4PM and CLOSED Sunday & Monday

21845 Hwy 27, Little Falls, MN 56345
Open Tuesday & Wednesday 9AM-6PM; Thursday 9AM-8PM; Friday 9AM-6PM;

Saturday 9AM-4PM and CLOSED Sunday & Monday

See our latest specials at
www.ShootingSportsLittleFalls.com

Remington® 1911 R1 Pistol
45 Auto 4.25” with Novak® sights with tritium front sight

$699.99
Reg. Price $1,067.00

Item 96335
Carry

Commander
Model

Got ammo?
Get it now!

See us for all your
hunting needs.

BOOTS

RANDALL, MN
(320) 749-2355 (800) 893-1440

BOOTS!
Irish Setters, Danner and Rocky
Thinsulate warm & Gortex Dry.

Great
Selection!

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR HUNTING NEEDS

www.fleetsupplymn.com

•Sauk Centre
•Paynesville

•Glenwood
•Little Falls

•Glencoe
•Long Prairie

•Faribault
7 Locations to serve You!

your complete farm & Home store

®

Ammunition

EQUIPmENT REPAIR

14395 Hwy 25 • Pierz • 468-2168
REPAIR

Get Ready for the Season

We repair all makes and
models of ATVs, Side by Sides,
Snowmobiles, Snow Blowers,
Chainsaws and Pressure

Washers! We also repair electric
motors.

Sales
&

Service

RECORD EXTRA

Have a great
season!

Chopped Ham
Lunch
Meat ...................$349

We Accept EBT Cards

NOW IS A GREAT TIME TO BRING IN YOUR VENISON
TRIM. WE HAVE THE BEST PRICES AND QUALITY

Famous for quality since 1922.

468-6616
Pierz, MN
Hours:

Mon-Thurs: 7am-5:30pm
Fri: 7am-8:00pm
Sat: 7am-5:00pm

Check us out on the web at www.Thielen-Meats.com

lb.

USDA Choice Boneless
Chuck
Roast .................$599
Center Cut
Pork
Chops................

$299
lb.

only

only

only

lb.

Boneless
Beef Stew
Meat ...................$499lb.

only

Deli Style
Beer
Sausage ........

$599lb.
only

(103121-WhyattMielke)	 Staff photo by Sheila Bergren

Whyatt Mielke is happy that his gaming pony, Poppy, was able to recover from injuries she 
received in a dog attack last year. 

Judy Justice decides 
outcome of attack
(Continued from Page 1B)

enjoy going on trail rides, 
Mielke finds herself dis-
mounting her horse many 
times when walking past a 
potential situation. The chil-

dren are also quite nervous 
about any dogs they encoun-
ter while they are riding. 
It has made them nervous, 
she said. It is something the 
horses can sense too. 
	 The group has not re-
turned to the Little Mis-
souri State Park to go trail 

riding since the dog attack. 
Mielke said she isn’t sure if  
they ever will, given that the 
dog owner is a local resident 
and still own dogs. Running 
into him or his dogs is not 
something she wants to take 
a chance on doing again, she 
said.

Pioneers cross-
country team

(Continued from Page 1B)
style that was very calm and 
peaceful. 
	 Besides about 30 cross-
country team runners dedi-
cating their season to some-
one who can’t run, Herold 
said they also made a short 
video of each student hold-
ing a sign with the name of 
whom they were running 
for. Joyce’s last pair of run-
ning shoes also made it 
into the video. The video is 
a great inspiration to both 
runners and their coaches, 
Herold said.

	 Zion Lutheran Church 
will have a fall bazaar Satur-
day, Nov. 6 from 9 a.m. – 1 
p.m.
	  There will be Grandma’s 
Attic, along with baked 
goods, crafts and books for 
sale. In addition, a soup, 

sandwich, and dessert lun-
cheon will be served from 
10:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. for a 
freewill donation.
	 Zion Lutheran is located 
at 411 Third Ave. NE, Little 
Falls.

Fall bazaar planned at 
Zion Lutheran, Nov. 6

	 Pierz Community Educa-
tion is working with Alicia 
Kapus of Thrivent Finan-
cial to host Financial Aid 
101 Nov. 9, and Five Keys 
to Retiring Fearlessly Nov. 
11. 
	 Kapus will share infor-
mation, no products will be 
sold. 
	 For more information, 
times and location call the 
Community Education of-
fice at (320) 468-6458, ext. 
7 or check online at www. 
pierzschoolspayonline.org.

Classes 
offered in 
Pierz to 
focus on 
retirement


