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Kostemko
from front

There were times when
Kostemko thought she was
not going to make it safely to
this country or even be able
to obtain a visa.

In early March, she fled
Ukraine along with other ref-
ugees to Poland — normally,
an eight-hour journey by car.
However, because Russian
soldiers were posted on ev-
ery road leaving the country,
it took four days to get to
Poland, and the last 18 hours
were traversed by foot.

Their refugee convoy
was stopped seven times as
the Russians searched every
bag and pocket they had with
them. The goal, Kostemko
said, was intimidation.

“I couldn’t believe it
was really a war,” Kostemko
said. “You hear the bombs
and everything, but it was
hard for me to really believe
what was going on. Every
day was more dangerous and
less safe, and (we saw) death
after death after death.”

Kostemko and Svihel
were in contact regularly
at the outset of the war and
as she fled to Poland. There
were times when Kostemko
could not finish the conver-
sation because air-raid sirens
warned of incoming attacks.
Svihel was concerned for
Kostemko’s well-being and
encouraged her departure
from her home country.

During the interview be-
tween Kostemko and a Ben-
ton County News reporter
May 9, a tornado siren rang.
Kostemko instantly became
flush and tearful as she as-
sociated the noise with the
death and destruction that
shortly followed that same
sound when she was in
Ukraine.

After arriving in Poland,
Kostemko was relieved to

The war-torn city of Sumy, Ukraine, features many dilapidated buildings and structures after
Russians made their way through the city in March and April. The destruction, said Tania
Kostemko, can be seen from anywhere in the city.

find open arms both from
the government and the citi-
zens. She was given shelter,
nourishment, clothes, trans-
portation and anything else
she needed to get back on her
feet, and her gratefulness ex-
ceeded her sorrow — even if
briefly.

But her memories of her
last few weeks in Ukraine
are inescapable, even from
thousands of miles away in
Foley. Kostemko’s work visa
expires six months from now,
Nov. 1. Because it is impos-
sible to know what the situ-
ation in Ukraine will be like
six months from now, for
the first time ever, her return
ticket is not taking her home.
She plans on heading back to
Poland when her visa expires.

“I’'m proud of my coun-
try and my people,” Kostem-
ko said. “For example, if a
Russian soldier comes to the
hospital and asks for help, we
always help them. We always
do, not like them, who kill
children and women and ev-
eryone. But my country, I'm
really proud that I was born
in Ukraine.”
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Tania Kostemko works at a
farmers market in August
2021. Kostemko, now in
her ninth season at Svihel
Vegetable Farm, said she
loves the work she does in
the United States.

y 4 T.horst.en
Financial Services

Brian Thorsten
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Estate &

Consignment

Sunday, May 29th, 2022 @ 11 am

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES: Crusader horse clock, log welcome
sign, cream can, nail keg, action figures, medicine & liquor bottles,
carved horn, crystal moose & turtle, flatware chest, stoneware
bowls, butter churn, Miller & Schlitz beer signs, MGD bottle,
enamelware.

HOUSEHOLD: Toys, Ertl & Spec-Cast tractors, tin Oliver sign, Structo
rocker, tin sand loader, replica pedal cars, glassware, holiday décor,
dolls, framed art & prints, Willow Tree figurines, tin stars, electronics.
FURNITURE: Duncan Phyfe table, shelves, end tables & night
stands, dresser, wood cabinets, chest of drawers, painted commode,
press back chairs.

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING. B.P & MN tax applies. See website for more.

3825 Shadowwood Dr. NE., Sauk Rapids, MN
Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23, Left on 40th (Follow Signs)

F21-1B-RB

Keith Sharer Auction Service 320-267-1963 | www.midwestauctions.com/sharer
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“We will win Ehe war. For sure. We
won't give up, especially now, of

course Nnot. ...

This is our land. These

are our homes. We will win.

Ukraine will win.”

Part of the reason why
Ukrainians are willing to
help Russian soldiers is be-
cause, in Kostemko’s case
and many others, they have
family members in Russia.
Their sympathy is with Rus-
sians who have been propa-
gandized to believe the war is
a peace-keeping mission, and
especially those who know
what is going on but cannot
say anything out of fear.

“Unfortunately, we can’t
talk or even stay in contact
(with Russian family mem-
bers) because they're afraid to
even text message,” Kostem-
ko said. “They’re afraid to
even ask, ‘How are you?’”

Russians are afraid to
say something that might
be censored or monitored.
If they send a text message
that contains the word war,
they might face retribution
from their own government,
Kostemko said.

Despite the ongoing war
and the massive levels of car-
nage in Ukraine, Kostemko
has no doubts about the fu-
ture of her country.

“We will win the war,”
Kostemko said. “For sure.
We won’t give up, especially
now, of course not. ... This
is our land. These are our
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FRIDAY thru SUNDAY

May 27th - 29th
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Household, puzzles, kids
toys, tools and lots of
miscellaneous.
Something for Everyone!

12974 85th Street NE
Foley
L 2 miles north of school
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- Tania Kostemko

homes. We will win. Ukraine
will win.”

Kostemko, now hard at
work on Svihel’s farm, also
said she is grateful for the
support Ukrainians are re-
ceiving around the world.
She hopes, in the course of
victory, that her home city
will not endure the same fate
that cities like Mariupol did
— which has been almost en-
tirely demolished by Russian
forces. For that to happen,
it is critical that aid and re-
sources continue to pour into
Ukraine.

“I'm thankful for every-
one,” Kostemko said. “This
is the biggest support I've
experienced in all my life. ...
I’m thankful to Poland, I'm
thankful to the United States,
and I hope everything will be
done soon. There’s nothing
else we can do but believe
and hope.”
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ED: Scrap iron & metals, junk
vehicles, alum. cans

FOR SALE: New steel, Alum., stain-
less, Trailer parts, custom signs & art

SERVICES: Plasma, shear, brake, saw,
rolloff containers

Midway Iron & Metal, Inc.

Celebrating 60 years of serving you! gu,
648 NE Lincoln Ave, $t. Cloud &9

SCRAP: 252-4002 | NEW STEEL: 258-3003

800-246-4002 » www.midwayiron.com
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SALE

Thursday - Monday

May 26th - 30th
8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Over 500 traps and
accessories, hunting, fishing,
tools, collectibles, clothes,
dishware and knick-knacks

16811 89-1/2 St. NE =

L Oak Park g
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MOLACEK Dr. Kimberly Molacek

Optometrist

wcmiv% eyecare

\ MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED \

*Thorough Professional Eye Exams

*Detection/Treatment of Eye Disease
*Removal of Foreign Objects <Cataract Implant Care <Lasik Consult

FoLEY 968-6015 MiLAcA 320-983-3434

F2-tfnB-BL

Mast Insurances
accepted.

Steven W. O’Brien, D.D.S.
? E Stephanie A. Driessen, D.D.S

320-968-7062

311 Dewey St. - Foley
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Alfalfa, Hay & Grass Seed
Seed Oats

FIy C_ontrol

CO-OP CREAMERY = [ o

320296847864

Supplements

HUBBARD, HEIMS
& PURINA FEEDS

16623 Ironwood RD NE, Oak Park, MN
Store hours: M-F 8 to 5 & Sat 8 to 12

F18-4B-RB

WHAT'S HAPPENING

Tuesday, May 24, 9:45-10:30 a.m. — Author Appearance:
Featuring Kevin Lovegreen. Lovegreen shares experienc-
es of writing and illustrating children books and ends the
session with an animal call guessing game. Great River Re-
gional Library-Foley, 251 Fourth Ave. N., Foley.

Tuesday, May 24, 1:30-2:30 p.m. — Fun and Fitness for
Seniors. For adults age 60 and older. Must be vaccinated
for COVID-19 to attend. Dewey Place Community Room,
455 Dewey St., Foley. For more information, call CARE at
320-968-7848.

Tuesday, May 24,7 p.m. — Free Grace Recovery Meeting.
Hosted by Free Grace United. All are welcome; everyone
struggles with something. Food and fellowship beginning
at 6:30 p.m. The ROC, 141 Fourth Ave. N., Foley. For more
information or support, call 612-512-4745.

Thursday, May 26, 1:30-2:30 p.m. — Fun and Fitness for
Seniors. For adults age 60 and older. Must be vaccinated
for COVID-19 to attend. Dewey Place Community Room,
455 Dewey St., Foley. For more information, call CARE at
320-968-7848.

Saturday, May 28, 11 a.m. to noon — Author Appearance:
Lorna Landvik. Landvik talks about her life as a writer and
performer. For adults. Great River Regional Library-Foley,
251 Fourth Ave. N., Foley.

Monday, May 30 — Memorial Day.

Monday, May 30, 9:30 a.m. — Memorial Day Program.
Hosted by the Foley American Legion Post 298. Foley
High School auditorium, 621 Penn St., Foley.

Tuesday, May 31, 1:30-2:30 p.m. — Fun and Fitness for
Seniors. For adults age 60 and older. Must be vaccinated
for COVID-19 to attend. Dewey Place Community Room,
455 Dewey St., Foley. For more information, call CARE at
320-968-7848.

Tuesday, May 31,7 p.m. — Free Grace Recovery Meeting.
Hosted by Free Grace United. All are welcome; everyone
struggles with something. Food and fellowship beginning
at 6:30 p.m. The ROC, 141 Fourth Ave. N., Foley. For more
information or support, call 612-512-4745.

Join Us in Worship
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If you would like
parishioners to see your
church here,
please contact
Robin at 320-351-7837

FOLEY
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

306 Norway Drive
320-968-7928

www.foleyfpc.org

Plant Sale

[

 Clematis
* Daylilies Over 1,000
e Peonies plants to ,
e Hostas choose from!
¢ » Bleeding Hearts
. * Hydrangeas

- o Succulent Planters
. Yard & Garden Art

_ : Joan & Ray Otto
8502 135th Ave. NE
Foley, MN
I will welcome return of 1 gallon pots.
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Live and
Online

A Auctions
Henry Auction Service

Call Brandon Henry, 3rd Generation Auctioneer

We Are
Back!

320-241-5864
6774 Hwy 25 NE | Foley, MN 56329

Email: henryauctions@gmail.com
www.Midwestauctions.com/henry
www.Henryauctionservice.hibid.com
Find us on Facebook
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ANTIQUES | COLLECTIBLES | FARM | HOUSEHOLD

Tri—-County

Insurance
Protecting Your 'ﬁ(ﬂﬂ/ Insuring Your Jomorrow
ALL LINES OF INSURANCE
www.tricoins.net

Tri-County Insurance
800 Industrial Dr S Suite 206
Sauk Rapids, MN - (320) 251-2552

Tri-County Insurance Foley
Frandsen Auto Bank Lobby
Foley, MN - (320) 968-6496

vluto-Owne_rs

INSURANCE
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FOLEY FUN
DAYS

Invite your customers and friends to take
part in this annual celebration. Help gain
exposure for your business.

Ad Deadline
June 2, 2022
All ads full color

Coming

June 14, 2022

A Supplement to the

Benton County






