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Exam stations 
continued from page 1
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VOTE YES NOVEMBER 2ND
PAID FOR BY SUPPORTERS OF THE GMR SCHOOL DISTRICT.
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#GMRVOTE2021

Harrington said he has also 
heard for individuals on this issue. 
The department has heard from 
farmers trying to figure out CDL 
tests for truck drivers to allow 
them to get their crops in. It has 
heard from school districts asking 
about school bus drivers’ tests to 
allow them to get their students to 
school. The department has also 
heard from parents inquiring 
about finding a driver’s test for 
their children, expressing their de-
sire to not have to travel a long dis-
tance for this. 

“They’re (parents) sometimes 
frustrated by how many availabili-
ties we have open and I want you to 
know we understand their frustra-
tion,” Harrington said, “and that 
DVS has been responding by stay-
ing open later, staying open on 
weekends. We freed up space at 100 
spots for our testing capacity. And 
so we are doing everything we can 
to try and meet as many of  the pub-
lic's needs that we're aware of.”  

Throughout Minnesota, it has 
hub locations that serve satellite 
locations.  Thief  River Falls and 
Bemidji serve as the northwest 
area’s (Area 10’s) two regional 
hubs. The satellite locations of  
Roseau and Hallock are served by 
the Thief  River Falls regional hub.  

According to a presentation 
given by Xiong at the hearing, on 
May 19, 2020, 15 exam stations—all 
regional hubs— reopened; this in-
cluded Bemidji, but not Thief  River 
Falls. From November 2020 
through March 2021, 10 more exam 
stations—all regional hubs— re-
opened, but this still did not in-
clude Thief  River Falls. 

Harrington expressed how the 
department is committed to getting 
100 percent of  these exam stations 
open “as soon as possible.” He ex-
pects many of  these exam stations 
to be open by the fall and all of  
them by January.  

Currently, the department has 
26 exam stations open. It antici-
pates having 32 open by the end of  

November, 41 by the end of  Decem-
ber, and all by the end of  January 
2021, according to Xiong.   

Staffing represents a factor be-
hind this slow reopening, as con-
firmed by Senator Johnson and 
Commissioner Harrington. In a 
conference call with DPS midsum-
mer, Senator Johnson said he re-
ceived word that the department 
was having difficulty hiring up. 

“Now that, that could be legiti-
mate,” Senator Johnson said. “We 
know that there's a labor short-
age.” 

But, he added how he is hearing 
of  people who work for DPS, such 
as at the Thief  River Falls location, 
getting shipped all over, including 
to Detroit Lakes and Bemidji to as-
sist them, versus opening up their 
own facilities.  

“Once the facilities open up 
again, I haven't heard any status or 
any indication,” Senator Johnson 
said, “that they're using the people 
that they already have on payroll to 
open up the places that were previ-
ously open.” 

Senator Johnson referred to this 
hearing as an opportunity to ask 
questions related to this issue, such 
as what DPS is doing with the staff 
that were hired and why they can’t 
have these staff members return to 
their home stations. 

Harrington addressed the 
staffing shortage at the hearing.  

“We like every other employer 
in the state and in the country,” 
Harrington said, “are struggling to 
get enough staff to meet the needs 
that we have.”  

Xiong passed along a message 
related to staffing during the hear-
ing. He asked for support in help-
ing identify and encourage 
Minnesotans to apply for DVS posi-
tions. 

“They are challenging positions, 
but this is really a noble service. 
And I think that they will, Min-
nesotans, will find a lot of  grati-
tude in working for the state and 
doing good work for Minnesotans,” 

Xiong said. “... We welcome you to 
invite others to apply for jobs that 
we have posted, and that will really 
aid in getting us to be able to open 
exam stations sooner.” 

Of  the issues he hears from his 
constituents in District One, only 
mask mandates and school issues 
are more common than testing 
sites. 

“It's mostly the extreme incon-
venience that we have in northwest 
Minnesota. Senate District One 
doesn’t have one facility in its juris-
diction for these testing sites,” Sen-
ator Johnson said. “So whether it's 
the CDL driver that we talked 
about earlier or you know mom or 
dad taking their new 16-year-old 
driver to take their driver's test, it's 
at least a day’s worth of  effort to go 
and do this... Why can't we have 
our sites open again like we’re used 
to?” 

Asked why this was an issue im-
portant to him, Senator Johnson 
pointed out how his district is a 
larger geographical district in the 
state, so for his district to not have 
one testing facility open he said is a 
“major” issue. 

“That's a bare bones, basic gov-
ernment service that we should be 
able to provide in this state. I know 
there are a lot of  demands across 
the state for services from our state 
government,” Senator Johnson 
said. “But when you think about 
the bread and butter of  what state 
services should be, this is definitely 
one of  those services, so to not 
have one is really a dereliction of  
our state's duty.” 

He said the state has to get to the 
basics of  how to serve its con-
stituents.  

“This is one simple way that... 
we need to fix, we need to remedy,” 
Senator Johnson said, “in order to 
make sure that we're functioning 
as a government should.”     

To view this committee hearing, 
visit the following link: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Trpn5
2icqPU&t=13s .

Minnesota DNR announces $13.3 million 
funding proposal to address 2021 drought 

impacts on natural resources
Minnesota DNR

Funding would sup-
port water conservation 
in communities, address 
high tree seedling mortal-
ity, and promote shade 
tree resiliency 

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of  Natural Re-
sources today announced 
$13.3 million in funding 
proposals in response to 
the significant effects of  
this summer’s drought on 
two of  the state’s critical 
natural resources: water 
and trees.   

The DNR proposes $3 
million in funding for 
municipal, tribal, and 
other community water 
suppliers to implement 
proactive water conserva-
tion measures related to 
the built infrastructure, 
including finding and re-
pairing leaks in pipes, 
meters, hydrants, and 
treatment plants, and in-
stalling water-
efficient equipment.  

These proven strate-
gies can help individual 
cities across the state to 
conserve millions of  gal-
lons of  water a year. The 
proposal also includes 
$300,000 for an individual 
and small community 
well interference fund. 

Additionally, the 
drought has stressed 
well-established shade 
trees in communities and 
caused an extremely high 
mortality rate for tree 
seedlings planted in 2021. 
The DNR proposes $5.5 
million in funding to re-
plant public and private 

forest lands where 
seedlings were irrevoca-
bly damaged by the 
drought and $4.5 million 
in community shade tree 
grants. Combined, this 
funding will be essential 
to support tree health, 
carbon storage, habitat, 
water quality and other 
benefits of  forests and 
shade trees.    

“This year’s drought 
was challenging on many 
natural resources fronts. 
While the DNR took nec-
essary steps to mitigate 
the drought’s impacts, in 
accordance with the 
Statewide Drought Plan, 
more needs to be done,” 
said DNR Commissioner 
Sarah Strommen. “This 
proposal includes high-
impact resiliency meas-
ures in order to conserve 
water and preserve our 
precious tree cover. This 
funding proposal will 
help protect the resources 
we all value and depend 
on for our quality of  life 
in Minnesota.”  

The entire state en-
tered the drought warn-
ing phase in mid-July of  
2021. With this designa-
tion, the Minnesota DNR 
took a number of  meas-
ures laid out in the 
Statewide Drought Plan, 
including convening the 
State Drought Task 
Force, a panel of  state, 
federal, regional and 
local experts with water-
related responsibilities.


