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Coming in April & May
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ReUse Warehouse
2620 Minnehaha Ave. S

RETAIL STORE
Stop by and see what bargains 
you find on recently reclaimed items. 

BUILD
A BETTER FUTURE

612-351-8657 
reusebfm.com

Help employ men so 
they can lift themselves 
up by learning the job 

skills needed to survive 
in today’s economy.

DECONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

Hire our crew and reduce your 
construction costs through 
a tax write-off by donating 
salvaged materials to Better 
Futures Minnesota. BFM is 
an environmental steward 
in the larger community. 
Deconstruction projects have 
saved items, including those of 
historical interest, from ending 
up in landfill. Call, text or email 
Jason today! 651-335-7700 or 
jburbul@betterfutures.net

kitchen cabinetry • bathroom fixtures • barn wood • appliances • lights • flooring • reclaimed lumber • and more

By PENNY FULLER

Longtime Feline Rescue volunteer 
Nancy Miller writes monthly newsletters 
and works as a shift lead. “I love this work 
because I see first-hand the difference that 
volunteering makes in the lives of so many 
cats,” said Miller.  

She and other leads oversee and coor-
dinate daily shifts of volunteers that help 
with feeding, cleaning and enrichment ac-
tivities. There are special adoption rooms 
set aside for interacting with the cats out-
side of the kennels. The shelter allows for 
easy access during open hours where vis-
itors may meet a variety of individuals. 
Visiting hours (currently only by appoint-
ment) are posted on the website where 
there is an interactive scheduling process 
listing available times and dates. “The cats 
do enjoy having visitors!” said Miller. 

Feline Rescue is staffed with individ-
uals at all levels including a veterinarian 
that provides on-site care. Much of the 
day-to-day tasks are completed by volun-
teers. There are also many other ways to 
get involved. 

According to Miller, volunteers and 
staff have a having real passion for their 
work and for the cats in their care. She 
also noted how the organization has ex-
panded to work alongside numerous ani-
mal welfare organizations and individuals, 
even participating in national initiatives 
such as Shelter Animals Count. She is 
fond of this saying: “Saving one cat won’t 
change the world, but it will surely change 
the world for that cat.”

Gail Frethem is a newer volunteer. 
Although she is more of a “dog person,” 
Frethem said she greatly enjoys her role 
and connects with the cats. “It’s relaxing,” 
she said, “without the challenges of work-
ing with people and politics.” 

EVERY CAT IS WANTED
Founded in 1997 by 23 people who 

wanted to continue shelter services from 

a predecessor organization, Feline Rescue 
has been operating out of its present loca-
tion at 593 Fairview Avenue North since 
2006, remarked Feline Rescue Executive 
Director Phil Manz. They are a limited ad-
mission, no-kill organization providing 
safe shelter, veterinary care and socializa-
tion for stray, abandoned or abused cats. 
Feline Rescue has also provided outreach 
services for people helping cats in their 
neighborhood. This past year the Cooler-
s4Cats program retrofitted and distributed 
over 150 coolers for sheltering homeless 
cats throughout Minnesota.

“Our vision guides our efforts,” com-
mented Manz. “A community where every 
cat is wanted.”

FINDING THE RIGHT HOME
Jenni Charrier began her work with 

Feline Rescue 20 years ago as a donor be-
cause she loved the premise of a positive 
organization that puts cats first. “It’s about 
finding the right home for each cat and 
it’s essential to rise above human issues to 
make that happen,” she said. 

Charrier is involved in many aspects 
of Feline Rescue, most recently joining 
their board in January 2022. She helps 
to connect Feline Rescue with the public 
through her media skills including vide-
ography, Facebook management and start-
up initiatives such as Coolers4Cats, the 
Cat Claw Clipping Clinic in Wayzata and 
many shelter improvements. She is also a 

foster mom.  
Charrier said, “Foster caregivers are 

very important to the organization. The 
private setting provides tailored care, par-
ticularly for cats with special needs. Preg-
nant cats or those with kittens prior to 
being weaned, as well as those in need of 
socialization or special medical care are 
included in this array.  When a cat is ready 
for adoption, Feline Rescue arranges an 
opportunity for potential adopters to meet 
at the foster cat home or the Feline Rescue 
administration building.”

WORKING FROM HOME
Stephanie Carver, a foster mom since 

2020, realized that working from home 
during the pandemic provided an ideal 
opportunity for this role. “Making ob-
servations on each cat’s personality and 
preferences is key to ultimately matching 
them to the right home,” she explained. 
She pointed out that food and medical 
care is supplied for fosters so those with a 
limited budget or who can’t have a long-
term pet commitment may find fostering 
provides an ideal opportunity to enjoy fe-
line companionship. 

“Feline Rescue also provides training 
for individuals, if needed,” she said. “I 
never imagined I could administer subcu-
taneous fluids to a cat, but I did and I’m 
very proud of myself for going outside of 
my comfort zone. It allowed me to care for 
a cat with special needs.”  

She described the role of foster as 
being flexible and well supported, and 
added,  “Volunteers are very helpful with 
one another.” 

She is impressed in general with Fe-
line Rescue’s leadership and vision. “As a 
lawyer I am very fussy about what charities 
I give support to. They really get my stamp 
of approval!” said Carver. “ I’m impressed, 
too, that their employee assistance pro-
gram is available to volunteers.”

For more, visit www.felinerescue.org.

FELINES FIND 'FUREVER' HOMES

Volunteer Gail Frethem plays with Tupelo at the shelter. (Photo by Penny Fuller)

FREE - estimates

Call today for an appointment

Office Space for Lease

Service is Our Specialty • Residential
• Industrial

• Restaurant
• Lighting Retrofits

• Commercial
• Solar

Robert Nelson - Owner  
www.nelsonelectricinc.com 
612-724-9500  or 763-444-1523

Contractor’s Lic. #20636575
Electric Lic. #EA001304

For hire: Presentations, parties, insect safaris, garden 
consult & more
www.etsy.com/shop/DragonsWyndInsects
jessica@dragonswynd.com


