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Coliseum unwrap reveals colorful murals

By IRIC NATHANSON

On July 11, the iconic Coliseum
building was “unwrapped” to reveal a
series of poems and colorful murals dis-
played in the building’s first floor window
bays. The unwrap project is the first step in
an ongoing effort to rebuild the East Lake
landmark by its new owner, Redesign Inc.

Redesign purchased the Coliseum in
2021 after the building had been aban-
doned and badly damaged during the civil
unrest following the murder of George
Floyd in 2020.

Robyn Robinson, who helped orga-
nize the Coliseum arts installation, said
that the idea for the wrap grew out of con-
versations between the Redesign staff and
a local arts group, five X five Public Art
Consultants, on how to acknowledge the
trauma caused by George Floyd’'s murder

A series of poems and colorful murals are displayed on the first floor of the Coliseum build-
ing. At right, Tish Jones of TruArtSpeaks talks about the project on July 11. The building
renovation project is $2 million shy of the funding needed to start. (Photos by Terry Faust)

sense of the
history and the
people who
have been en-
gaged with the
building over
the years,” she
said. “We hope
it will help
bring people
together and, in
doing so, help
strengthen the
idea of commu-
nity in Longfellow. The mural is really a
community-building effort.”

Holder and Eubanks designed the
fanciful murals on the Coliseum’s Lake
Street side that depict scenes of communi-
ty life in South Minneapolis. “We wanted
to create something bright and lively that
reflected the community, its history and
the people who were part of the history.
We hope the Coliseum’s neighbors will
see themselves in our work,” Holder said.

and the COVID-19 pandemic. “We also
recognized the realities of rebuilding in
a neighborhood where people were still
hurting and suspicious of any new devel-
opment that stood to potentially displace
them.”

“The arts project was a way for us to
provide a message of hope and to demon-

strate the continued strength of this com-
mumty, “ added Taylor Smrikarova, Rede-
sign’s Coliseum project coordinator.
Visitors to the Coliseum will find
poems by Marcia Rendon, Isha Camara
and Tish Jones displayed in the window

“Emma and I started working on this
project last winter,” he added. “We brain-
stormed about some ideas and then just
let the artwork evolve. Once construction
gets underway, we hope Redesign will
find a way to preserve the murals; maybe
by displaying them inside the building.”

bays, along with artwork by Precious Wal-
lace, Noah Lawrence Holder and Emma
Eubanks.

Wallace's abstract designs are exhibit-
ed on the 27th Avenue side of the build-
ing. "Our work is an effort to convey a

draw folks in.
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Community
Health Promotion
Fundraiser

$12 Advanced

Ticket and
$17 At-the-door

Ticket prices include ice cream

Bingo games and
packages starting
at $2/per game

Doors Open
at 1:30 pm

Prizes include
cash, gift cards
and certificates &

themed gift baskets

and live music by Sawyer’s Dream!

Under The Canopy @ T,ﬂ
3010 Minnehaha Ave., Minneapolis
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Go to www.thehookmpls.com
for advanced tickets and more information.

“Enabling community seniors to live healthy, independent,

and socially connected lives.”
LONGFELLOW/SEWARD HEALTHY SENIORS
N

612-729-5799 « Web: LShealthyseniors.org

All proceeds support LSHS senior services such as Senior Social & Health
Talks, Support Groups, Exercise for Health Classes, Senior Art Classes &
Technology Assistance Clinics.
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Your Neighborhood
Asian Grocer

2015 E 24th Street, Mpls.
612-721-6677
www.unitednoodles.com

unitednoodles

asian supermarket est 1972
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