
say Lottery leaders. The 
jackpot numbers were 
4-12-27-29-41.

The odds of winning 
the Gopher 5 jackpot 
are 1 in 1,533,939.

Casey’s will receive a 
$1,700 bonus for selling 
the jackpot-winning 
ticket.

This is one of two 
winning tickets pur-
chased in Minnesota 
over the weekend. A 
Northstar Cash ticket 
was sold at Townline 
Short Stop in Eveleth 

worth $164,945.
The release states 

lottery prizes over 
$50,000 must be 
claimed at Minnesota 
Lottery headquarters in 
Roseville. Prize claims 
must be submitted 
within one year of the 
date that appears on the 
winning ticket.

“We’ll have as many as 
2,000 pictures or some-
thing on a trail camera 
from just a day or two,” 
he said.

Everything has to be 
done so as not to disturb 
or distress the loons. For 
example, egg counts are 
done with great caution 
and respect, he said.

“We come up on the 
side, we don’t block the 
entrance in case a loon 
would decide to leave,” 
Maanum said.

If the loon stands up 
or leaves the nest, they 
count the eggs and leave 
right away. Volunteers 
also leave if the loon 
stays on the nest.

“We know that if that’s 
the response we’re get-
ting, chances are there’s 
at least one egg on there, 
so we mark that down 
on our tally sheet with 
a question mark,” Maa-
num said. “Maybe there’s 
a second egg. But on 
another occasion when 
we’re out there the next 
morning or something, 
maybe they’ll be off the 
nest and we can see it, or 
if we have a trail camera 
there that can document 
24 hours a day, we’re 
going to get a count.

“We don’t go in fast, 
we go very slowly, we go 
very quietly,” he said.

Maanum said data can 
sometimes change based 
on what volunteers, 
such as photographers, 
observe.

“From photographers’ 
viewpoints many times, 
research is being done, 
because with the hours 
we spend out there, we 
start seeing things that 
maybe back up research 
that’s been done, or all of 
a sudden find that, wait a 
minute, that research is 
old research and it’s not 
right anymore,” he said.

The volunteers on 
Mantrap Lake also have 
assisted in larger research 
projects, such as one that 
began in 2011 with the 
United States Geological 
Survey out of La Crosse, 
Wis.

The head research-
er, Kevin Kenow, had a 
grant to study loons and 
their migration patterns 
in relation to the BP oil 
spill, as many loons go to 
the Gulf of Mexico in the 
winter months, Maanum 
said.

Another part of the 
study detailed Lake 
Michigan, where many 
loons go in the fall before 
heading south, and where 
a type of botulism killed 
thousands of shorebirds, 
48% of which were com-
mon loons, Maanum said.

For the study, the group 
came to Mantrap Lake in 
2011 to capture loons and 
put leg bands on them, 
geolocator tags on adults, 
and surgically-implanted 
internal satellite trans-
mitters on the males.

The transmitters 
tracked the loons each 
day and sent the infor-
mation to a computer, 
Maanum said.

The researchers 
returned the next year 
to take the geolocator 
tags off, from which they 
gathered information 
including temperatures 
and dive depths, he said.

“It was fun for me to 
see how they handled 
everything so well and so 
respectfully,” Maanum 
said.

Although Minneso-
ta currently has more 
loons than most of the 
other states, Maanum 
said that could change 

in the future, pointing to 
a study by the Audubon 
Society that said by 2080, 
loons may no longer be 
here because of global 
warming.

“We’ll just have to wait 
and see,” he said. “It’s 
certainly our initiative to 
try and keep loons active 
and healthy here in our 
state.”

There are things ordi-
nary people can do, as 
well, such as avoiding 
nesting areas when they 
are boating or fishing, 
and not discarding fish-
ing line or lures in a lake, 
he said.

For his part, Maanum 
will continue to give pre-
sentations featuring his 
photographs to audiences 
of all ages.

“I hope each of them 
learns something about 
loons they didn’t know 
before,” he said. “I hope 
I can get them to smile 
or laugh at least once, 
and I hope that they will 
go away with the idea 
that they want to learn 
even more about loons or 
another wildlife species, 
and then find ways of 
sharing it, especially with 
kids.”

Maanum’s presenta-
tion was sponsored by 
Douglas County Library 
and Viking Library Sys-
tem. This project was 
funded in part or in whole 
with money from Minne-
sota’s Arts and Cultural 
Heritage Fund.
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VOTE NOW

Cutest Couple
Photo Contest

Present

Vote for your favorite couple!
See the January 28th edition of the  
Echo Press for a full listing of the  
couples and voting ballot
Votes of 25¢ must be placed
by Feb. 9 and can be cast by:
 

• Calling 320-763-3133 or
•  Completing the registration form  

and mailing
• Make checks to Echo Press

Winner will be announced in the  
February 18 issue of the Echo Press

The winning couples will receive:
First Place

A $200 value in gift cards and prizes  
from Elden’s Fresh Foods and a  

1 year Echo Press membership (subscription)

Second Place
A $50 gift card from Willy T’s  

Tavern & Grill and a 6 month Echo Press 
membership (subscription)

All money raised by votes will be donated to Someplace Safe.

NOW 
HIRING
SALES 
TEAM

AD DIRECTOR
Sales and leadership experience a must.

OUTSIDE SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Sales experience preferred. We provide training.

Call Diann Drew, Publisher, to learn more!  

320-763-3133 or email ddrew@echopress.com.

•  The Best Digital and Print 

     Media Options in the Market

•  Fun Team Environment

•  Great Earnings Potential

•  Generous PTO and Benefits 

                  AND a Sign-On Bonus!

Get a FREEMONTH added to

your subscription & be entered

to win a $200 gas gift card!

Already use EZ Pay?

You’re already entered to win!

Enroll in EZPay today!

SIGN UP FOR

E
E

Pleasemail to: Alexandria Echo Press
P.O. Box 549, Alexandria,MN56308

Call us: 320-763-3133

Online: echopress.news/ezpay

Must include a voided check

(please print)

LOTTERY
From Page 1

LOONS
From Page 1

Reuters / Lucy Nicholson
A woman holds Powerball lottery tickets on Jan. 12, 2016, outside Bluebird 
Liquor in Hawthorne, Los Angeles, California, United States. 

Contributed
On Feb. 2, loon expert Steve Maanum presented 
the history of Minnesota’s state bird at the Douglas 
County Library.


