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Grand Forks council members
give preliminary approval to
several infrastructure services
for Fufeng annexation area

By Meghan Arbegast
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS -
Updates on city infra-
structure services to
the Fufeng/Highway 81
area, including projects
related to wastewater
treatment and raw water
supply, were presented
to members of the Grand
Forks City Council during
Monday’s Committee of
the Whole meeting.

In June, the coun-
cil approved annexing
a portion of land north
of the city for the like-
ly future site of a wet
corn mill, which would
be operated by Fufeng
Group. With the annex-
ation comes the need for
several infrastructure
services not only to the
plant, but for others in
the area.

Infrastructure
improvements for the
annexation area will
include work on expand-
ing the sanitary sewer
collection system,;
expanding the storm
sewer collection system;
sanitary lift stations
along with forcemain for
domestic and industrial
users in the area; and
stormwater pond out-
fall and discharge infra-
structure.

City  Administrator
Todd Feland provided
council members with a
three-year timeline for
some of the annexation
area improvements. For
next year, improve-
ments will be made on
the 33rd Avenue North
roadway along with util-
ity improvements on the
storm pond, deep san-
itary sewer, pump sta-
tions and 27th Avenue
utilities.

In 2024, roadway
improvements will
be made to 27th Ave-
nue North with utility
improvements on the
Highway 81 shallow
sewer, the 30th/33rd/
Highway 81 watermain,
the trunk storm sewer

and pond outfall, raw
water to the Wastewa-
ter Treatment Plant and
forcemain to the Waste-
water Treatment Plant.

Improvements in 2025
will include roadway
upgrades on 33rd and
30th Avenue North and
utility improvements on
the north annexation
area watermain.

Council members on
Monday gave prelimi-
nary approval for sev-
eral projects related to
infrastructure services.
One project is to cre-
ate a special assessment
district and to direct
the engineering depart-
ment to prepare plans
and specifications along
with advertising for
bids for constructing a
new watermain along
27th Avenue North from
North 39th Street to
Highway 81. The water-
main will provide service
and fire protection to the
properties adjacent to
the project.

Another project entails
a new stormwater pond,
temporary outfall pipe
and temporary access
road to the end of public
right of way for High-
way 81 and the associ-
ated area. The pond will
be located on the west
side of North 30th Street
between 30th Avenue
North and 33rd Ave-
nue North. It will serve
the existing properties
near Highway 81 as well
as current and future
industrial and commer-
cial developments in the
area.

A series of engineering
task orders for design,
bidding and construc-
tion engineering ser-
vices related to the san-
itary master lift station
50, the watermain for
the Peony Addition and
Highway 81 area, Fufeng
raw water from near lift
station 50 to North 42nd
Street and the sanitary
forcemain from lift sta-
tion 50 to North 42nd
Street also received pre-

liminary approval from
the council.

Another large project
is the expansion of the
city’s Wastewater Treat-
ment Facility. A 2022
Facility Plan Update
is identifying ways to
increase the treatment
capacity. The update
recommends that the
Wastewater Treatment
Facility be expanded to
a total hydraulic capacity
of 22.2 million gallons
per day in the year 2045.

Council members have
already approved using a
construction manager at
risk project delivery for
Wastewater Treatment
Facility improvement
projects. Monday, coun-
cil members gave pre-
liminary approval for the
final design and a bid-
ding phase engineering
services agreement for
phase two design with
AE2S in the amount of
$5.12 million.

In other news Monday,
council members:

» Reviewed an ordi-
nance to establish a
Tech Accelerator Advi-
sory Board as the Tech
Accelerator is estimat-
ed to be substantially
complete by November.
The purpose of the board
will be to advise the Jobs
Development Authori-
ty on matters related to
both the physical facili-
ty and the programming
and activities. The board
will function in a capac-
ity similar to the Growth
Fund Committee and
will consist of nine vot-
ing and two non-voting
members.

» Considered giving
permission to Cities Area
Transit staff to accept
and move forward with
bus and bus facilities
funding for the second
phase of a project on
the CAT depot remodel,
addition and rehab in the
amount of $7,768,742.
The grant has a max-
imum of 90% Federal
funding and 10% local
match funding.
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School is ready to
start in Grand Forks

By Marilyn Hagerty
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS —
Dear Sandy Mason,

It’s good to hear from
you in August, even
though this is not your
best season in Arizona.

You say you are so
used to the muted sum-
mer shades of your
desert. It used to take
you a while to absorb
the dense green when
you came back to Grand
Forks in summers.

Well, Gerty the Grass-
hopper rests now on
my window screen in
the sun. She even has
nerve enough to think
of crawling in for the
winter.

That will be a while.
We are just switching
into a back-to-school
mode here in Grand

Forks. Would you believe
the high schools alread

are playing footballs
And, oh yes, there’s a
lot of shopping for new
shoes. And school sup-

plies.

I’m sure your husband
Earl Mason remembers
his many years as a pro-
fessor at UND. The cam-
pus is alive again with
the new year beginning.
President Andy Arma-
cost and his wife had
a picnic for faculty at
their house. Yes, people
come and go.

I miss Sarmila Suba,
who was a care partner
at Wheatland Terrace
recently. With her fam-
ily from Nepal, she lived
in Grand Forks for seven
years. Now she’s 21, and
she left with her fami-
ly for Columbus, Ohio.
They are resettling. She
and her brother both
graduated from Red
River High School.

She told me she loved
it at Red River.

Now she is moving on
with her parents, Aita
and Sita Suba, and her
brother Sanam. While in
Grand Forks, she said,
her mother found work
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housekeeping and her
father did truck driving.

Sarmila worked for
three years in dining
services at Wheatland
in Grand Forks and
was honored as a care
partner. She and her
family became U.S. cit-
izens. Now she seeks a
college education. She
would like to be a flight
attendant or do interior
designing.

Sugar beets

Time marches on.
Anyone looking for
work would find it in
the sugar beet harvest
coming up here. The
trucks will soon be run-
ning.

You probably will
enjoy the peace and
quiet of the grocery
stores for a while more
now. Then I am sure the
ice and snow will send
your winter people back
to Arizona.

Best regards,

Marilyn
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