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Left: 2 Coast Guard members on board the USCGC Spar hold a navigational buoy in place while its anchor chain splashes into the Duluth harbor on Thursday. Right:
A crane on the USCGC Spar lifts a navigational buoy off the deck before placing it in the Duluth harbor Thursday as Coast Guard members help control it with taglines.

Brainerd lawyer to replace Florey

Walz picks environmental activist for appeals court seat

By Tom Olsen
Duluth News Tribune

DULUTH — Elise Lar-
son, an environmen-
tal advocacy lawyer in
Brainerd, will serve as
the next Northeastern
Minnesota representa-
tive on the Minnesota

Court of Appeals.
Gov. Tim Walz on
Thursday appointed

Larson to replace Judge
James Florey, a longtime
Virginia-based jurist
who retired from the
error-correcting court
April 1.

Larson, 36, is currently
the water program direc-
tor and a senior attorney
at the Minnesota Center
for Environmental Advo-
cacy, which has filed
legal challenges to sev-
eral high-profile North-
land projects, includ-
ing the proposed Poly-
Met copper-nickel mine
near Hoyt Lakes and the
Nemadji Trail Energy
Center in Superior.

She also serves as an
adjunct professor at the

University
of Minne-
sota Law
School,
teaching
environ-
mental law
and super-
vising the
Environ-
ment and Energy Law
Clinic.

“I am excited to
appoint Elise Larson to
the Minnesota Court
of Appeals,” Walz said
in a statement. “She
is a remarkable attor-
ney who has excelled at
every stage in her career.
Her extensive back-
ground practicing civil
and administrative law
— and her experience
clerking for some of the
region’s most renowned
judges — has prepared
her well for the bench.”

Larson was previous-
ly a law clerk for Chief
Justice Loria Gildea of
the Minnesota Supreme
Court, the late Judge
Myron Bright of the
8th U.S. Circuit Court of

Appeals and Chief Judge
John Tunheim of the U.S.
District Court in Min-
nesota. She also was an
attorney at Briggs and
Morgan P.A., represent-
ing private-sector clients

in complex litigation
matters.
“Elise Larson is an out-

standing choice to serve
as a judge on the Minne-
sota Court of Appeals,”
Tunheim said in a state-
ment. “She combines
a brilliant intellect, an
ethic of hard work and
a genuine compassionate
understanding of people.
She will be a great leader
in our judiciary in the
years to come.”

The Bagley, Minne-
sota, native is a gradu-
ate of Concordia Col-
lege and the U of M law
school. She has served
on numerous court- and
legislative-based com-
mittees,  particularly
those involving issues
of the environment and
natural resources.

“Elise Larson is smart,
hardworking, colle-

gial, and she has a keen
understanding of how
the law must make com-
mon sense and serve
the best interests of
the people,” said Paul
Anderson, retired Min-
nesota Supreme Court
justice and former Court
of Appeals chief judge.
“She is also a bona fide
daughter of Northern
Minnesota, an area she
has been selected to rep-
resent. She will be an
excellent addition to the
court.”

A merit-selection
panel appointed by Walz
previously recommend-
ed Larson and three
other finalists for the
seat: Judge Dale Harris,
of Duluth, Judge Korey
Wahwassuck, of Grand
Rapids, and Judge Stoney
Hiljus, of Mora.

The Minnesota Court
of Appeals was estab-
lished in 1983 as an
intermediate, error-cor-
recting court in order to
allow the state Supreme
Court to focus on dif-
ficult constitutional

and public policy cases.
Judges sit in panels of
three and serve as the
final arbiter in approxi-
mately 95% of the more
than 2,000 decisions that
are appealed from trial
courts, state agencies
and local governments
each year.

The court includes 19
judges: one appointed
from each of Minneso-
ta’s eight congressional
districts, along with 11
members at large. While
typically appointed by
a governor, the judges
serve six-year terms and
must run for election
in order to retain their
seats.

A date was not imme-
diately announced for
Larson’s investiture.
Once sworn in, she will
be only the fourth per-
son and first woman
to hold the 8th District
seat, after Florey, former
Duluth attorney Larry
Stauber and former Hib-
bing lawyer RA. “Jim”
Randall.

Boy, 14, charged with 10-year-old’s killing

Girl was strangled, sexually assaulted, authorities say

By Chris Vetter
The Leader-Telegram, Eau
Claire, Wis.

CHIPPEWA FALLS,
Wis. — The 14-year-old
boy accused of Kkilling
10-year-old
Iliana (Lily)
Peters was
charged
Wednesday
afternoon
in Chippe-
wa County
Court with
first-degree
intentional
homicide and two counts
of sexual assault.

He will remain in
custody on a $1 million
bond.

“He essentially stran-
gled her and hit her with
a stick,” said Chippewa
County District Attorney
Wade Newell.

He then sexually
assaulted her, Newell
told Chippewa County
Judge Ben Lane.

At least for now, the
case is in adult court.
However, it could later
be moved to juvenile
court.

“There is a process for

Peters

(the defense attorneys)
to seek a reverse waiv-
er,” Newell explained.

When asked if he
would oppose a waiver,
Newell said he couldn’t
answer that question at
this time. He wants to
see more evidence in the
case.

The defendant, iden-
tified by his initials C.
P-B., appeared via video
from the Eau Claire Juve-
nile Detention Center.
His defense attorneys,
Karl Schmidt and Kirby
Harless, sat with him
at the JDC. They waived
time limits on his pre-
liminary hearing.

Newell requested a S$1
million cash bond, say-
ing he was concerned he
would flee if he posted
bond.

“Given the statements
he gave to law enforce-
ment, that he intended
to rape and kill the vic-
tim, there is a need to
protect the community,”
Newell told Lane.

Lane agreed and set
the $1 million cash bond,
and he set the next court
hearing for May 5. If the
suspect is able to post
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bond, he cannot have any
contact with juveniles or
pOssess weapons.

“This is a serious
charge,” Lane said. “I
have to consider the
threats to the commu-
nity. The court is con-
cerned this could be a
further threat if he
wasn’t in custody.”

The defense had asked
for a $100,000 cash bond.

“We do not feel that
setting a bond in excess
of $100,000 is necessary
or appropriate in this
case,” Schmidt said to
Lane. “He is 14 and an
eighth grader. He can’t
drive.”

Schmidt added: “He
is a lifetime resident of
Chippewa County. We
believe a $100,000 cash
bond would be adequate
to ensure he doesn’t
flee.”

Lane ordered the
criminal complaint to
be sealed, so it is not
available to media or the
public.

After the hearing,
Newell outlined the three
charges in a press con-
ference with the media.
The suspect is charged
with first-degree inten-
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degree sexual assault of a

bodily harm; each of
those two Class A felo-
nies carry a maximum
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penalty of life in pris-
on. He also was charged
with first-degree sexual
assault, a Class B felony,
which carries a maxi-
mum penalty of 40 years
in prison and 20 years of
extended supervision.

“All three of the charg-
es require he intended
to do something — you
went into the situation
with that intent,” Newell
explained.

While Newell said the
suspect had a plan to kill
her, he couldn’t say how
long ago he formulated
that plan.

The court made the
decision for the suspect
to appear remotely rath-
er than appear in person,
Newell added.

Newell couldn’t divulge
details of how Peters and
the suspect knew each
other. He added he hasn’t
met with Peters’ fam-
ily. Peters was a fourth
grader at Parkview Ele-
mentary School.

Judge Lane issued a
ruling Wednesday morn-
ing, prior to the hear-
ing, barring photos of
the suspect, and also
requiring decorum in the
courtroom.

“We have to preserve
the juvenile’s rights but
also the rights of the vic-
tims,” Lane said.

Peters was reported
missing Sunday night.
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Her body was found
Monday morning near
a trail by Leinenkugel’s
Brewing Co. Chippewa
Falls is about 100 miles
east of St. Paul.

(c)2022 the Leader-Telegram
(Eau Claire, Wis.). Distributed by
Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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News Tribune, April
29,1982

» Business in Duluth
was extremely slow in
January and the area is
still plagued by a reces-
sion, according to the
Duluth Business Index.
The index for Janu-
ary shows Northeast-
ern Minnesota’s econ-
omy has little chance
of improving until the
national recession eases.

» More people than
ever before attended the
AAD Temple Shrine Cir-
cus at the Duluth Arena-
Auditorium last week.
Arena officials said
36,672 people watched
the seven shows staged
by the Garden Interna-
tional Circus, breaking
the old attendance record
by more than 2,500.

News Tribune, April
29,1922

» Ida Torseth of Vir-
ginia yesterday became
the first woman candi-
date for legislative office
in St. Louis County when
she filed as a candi-
date for senator in the
61st Legislative Dis-
trict. Incumbent Michael
Boylan and D.C. Reed
have also filed for the

office.
» The Duluth Home
Investment Company

will build 20 to 25 new
homes at City Home
Acres, a new plat cre-
ated in Duluth Heights
just past the end of the
Highland streetcar line.
The average cost of the
homes will be between
$1,200 and $1,500 each.

Bygones is researched and written
by David Ouse, retired reference
librarian from the Duluth Public

Library. He can be contacted at
djouse49@gmail.com.
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