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If you’re facing surgery, know that having a procedure

done close to home offers you:

• The peace of mind of receiving expert surgical

care centered on you.

• The opportunity to heal in a place close to family,

friends and support.

• The assurance that surgeries done in a small

hospital are just as safe—if not safer—than at

large medical centers.*

Providing you with advanced surgical services

combined with compassionate care is part of our

promise to be here For You. Always.

When you
need us.

We’re here.
SURGERY CLOSE TO HOME.

We invite you to learn more about the

advanced laparoscopic LINX procedure

for acid reflux and GERD being performed

right here by one of our three general

surgeons, Dr. Lorant Divald.

Visit lrhc.org/reflux

Call 218.739.2221 to discuss your

surgical options & schedule a

comprehensive evaluation.

*JAMA, Association of Hospital Critical Access Status

with Surgical Outcome and Expenditure Among

Medicare Beneficiaries.
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BEAT THE HEAT!BEAT THE HEAT!

Stop in for the cooling
refreshments for your choice.

By Carl Hauser
Daily Journal

Recently, I shared with you some of the stadiums that I have visited in 
my lifetime and how I have a running bucket list, to see how many I can 
get to over the years. I named a few specific ones that have stuck out in my 
adventures but wanted to share with you a double dip feature, if you will.

This past spring, myself and a friend decided to go west and enjoy a 
weekend of baseball in the Bay Area. A chance to be at two different ball-
parks in less than 24 hours was an easy decision, I was hooked from the 
moment my friend asked if I was interested in going. To add to what was al-
ready going to be a sports filled weekend, the NFL draft was also going on. 
Being on the west coast and all, after arriving in San Francisco and to our 
air bnb, the first round of the draft was just starting (5 p.m. in San Fran) – it 
was a good way to kick off the weekend.

Our itinerary consisted of seeing a ball game at Oracle Park, home of the 
San Francisco Giants, on Friday evening and then a day game that Satur-
day, at the Oakland Coliseum (currently branded as RingCentral Colise-
um). After blending in as tourists during the day time on Friday (I suggest 
Alcatraz if you’re ever in the area), we headed towards the Giants ballpark.

One thing that I like to do when visiting a stadium for the first time is 
to see how well the stadium mixes in with its surrounding area. Oracle 
Park is well known for its setting next to the bay and the famous McCovey 
Cove over the right field wall. The stadium is well featured in the area and 
blends in nicely along the harbor. We elected to spend some time before 
the game at a local watering hole that was attached to the stadium, Public 
House was the name of the place.

I only mention that place because we were able to access the stadium 
from the sports bar. They had someone sitting at a doorway who scanned 
the tickets off of my friend’s phone. From there we were into one of the 
walking ramps that led you up to the main concourse of the stadium.

As soon as we made it to the main level and being able to see all of the 
field, it was an absolutely gorgeous sight. Even after seeing the stadium 
hundreds of times on tv (the Giants have had a lot of success in my life-
time), justice was being done by seeing it in person. The oversized coke 
bottle and baseball glove in left field looked fantastic. I also found out that 
there is a slide (I’m assuming it was for kids only, as I did not attempt to go 
down it) inside the coke bottle.

We took a spin around the park before finding our spots. There didn’t 
appear to be a bad seat in the house. I especially enjoyed standing by the 
right field wall and checking out the cove. A few people in different rafts 
were waiting for the game to begin and hoped a home run was hit out of 
the park. All in all, there was a really good ambiance inside and outside of 
Oracle Park. The Washington Nationals were intown for the weekend and 
ended up cruising to a victory that night.

While there was a large crowd in their seats for first pitch, over the early 
innings it seemed like every time there was a dead ball or in between bat-
ters, more people were walking in for the first time. By the middle innings, 
the place was at almost max capacity. The night was capped off by a very 
intense fireworks show that likely anyone around the Bay Area was able to 
take in.

The next day, we slowly made our way over to Oakland and to the ball-
park. We were fortunate enough to have another friend, who lives in San 
Fran, join us. His local expertise with public transportation was key.

I will admit there were fewer and fewer passengers on the train as we 
made our way down to the coliseum. I knew ahead of time that my experi-
ence with the two ballparks would be vastly different. And it was.

The struggle for the Oakland Athletics to get fans into the stands has 
been well documented over the last few years in the sports world. This par-
ticular Saturday, the A’s were playing the Cleveland Guardians and it was 
close to a 50/50 split on fans. Interestingly enough, we ran into a couple of 
Cleveland fans who had also been at the Giants game the night before.

You could feel the history of the stadium and I have to agree that “Mount 
Davis” really is a bit of a sore eye. After exploring some of the upper deck 
areas, we eventually moved to the lower level, where most of the fans were 
sitting. Besides the massive amount of stands that are covered in tarps in 
the upper decks, the park is also known for its vast foul territory behind 
home plate and down both of the foul lines.

Much like seeing the Giants stadium for the first time in person, the foul 
area was mind boggling to see. It felt like, at times, players making their 
way from the dugout to home plate took forever … but I’m sure pitchers 
don’t complain too much.

There wasn’t much weight to both of the games, being early season and 
non-divisional contests. I enjoyed both ballparks and the uniqueness they 
each offer. Ticket prices were relatively decent at both parks and surpris-
ingly food and beverage prices were not outlandish.

It was a brief visit but definitely worthy of a weekend get-away. It was my 
first visit to California and I suggest to anyone, if you have a chance for a 
Bay Area double dip in baseball, do it.
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This was the view from where the seats were located at, at Oracle Park, in San Francisco.




