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Get the latest weather news and alerts with 
up-to-date forecasts, current and future 

radar and more with the Stormtracker app. 
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Temperatures will warm up nicely for most 

A breeze will start out of the southwest and 
eventually switch to northwest as this front 

StormTRACKER forecast
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SPECIALS
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

Our Delicious 
Taco Salads 

$5.49 
Beef or Chicken 

Reg. $7.49

Our Famous

Coneys
 $2.49 
Reg. $3.79

Our Delicious

Hamburgers
 $3.49 

Fresh, Hand-Pattied 
USDA Choice 

Reg. $4.49

Big

Double 
Cheese 

Burgers
 $5.49 
Reg. $6.79

EVERYDAY   EVERYDAY   EVERYDAY   EVERYDAY   
Our Famous Hand-Battered Alaskan

Always served with our Fresh, Homemade Tartar Sauce

Fish 
Burger

$7.89 Fish 
& Chips

$9.59

OPEN DAILY 10AM - 8PM

Proudly celebrating 62 years

MATTERS OF RECORD

District Court
Carlton County
June 21

-
-

June 22
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-

-

time stayed on one year probation.

-

days stayed on three years probation 
with conditions.

stayed on two years probation with con-
ditions.

stayed on two years probation with con-
ditions.

-

-

hands-free law violation - second or 

June 23
-

-
tion with conditions.

-

-
-

June 24

June 25

-

June 26

The Pine Journal publishes Matters of 
Record as part of its obligation to serve as 
a keeper of the local historical record. All 
items are public records submitted by the 

courthouse in Carlton. Most defendants are 
also ordered to pay court and/or surcharge 

fees. Individual requests for items to be 
withheld will not be granted.

By Tom Olsen

CARLTON — A Fond du 
Lac Band veterans home 
resident dropped his bid 
to dismiss a homicide 
charge and will consider a 
potential plea agreement 
in the killing of a fellow 
resident.

Joel Jay 
Ammesma-
ki, 59, was 
s c h e d u l e d 
to appear 
Monday in 
State District 
Court for 
a contest-
ed hearing 
with testi-

mony following last Sep-
tember’s death of Clyde 
“Jody” Atwood, 60, dur-
ing a fight at the Cloquet 
housing complex.

Defense attorney Wil-

liam Gatton previously 
filed a motion to dismiss 
his client’s first-degree 
manslaughter charge for 
a lack of probable cause, 
citing a claim of self-
defense, and indicating 
he might call Ammes-
maki, a medical examiner 
and others as witnesses.

But Gatton and Carlton 
County prosecutor Jeff 
Boucher spent an extend-
ed period of time meeting 
in chambers with Judge 
Rebekka Stumme ahead 
of the hearing. Gatton 
then emerged and met 
privately with Ammes-
maki, who is free on 
bond and waited quietly 
in a hallway outside the 
courtroom.

When they finally went 
on the record nearly an 
hour after the scheduled 
hearing time, Gatton 

informed the court that 
his client was withdraw-
ing the pretrial dismissal 
motion.

“You have decided to 
waive that probable cause 
challenge in order to go 
ahead with some other 
strategies to see if we 
can settle this case?” the 
defense attorney asked.

“Yes,” Ammesmaki 
replied.

The attorneys requested 
that a scheduling confer-
ence be set to discuss the 
next steps; the date was 
not immediately deter-
mined.

No details of any 
potential agreement 
were disclosed, and while 
Ammesmaki dropped the 
probable cause challenge, 
he retains the right to 
take the case to trial.

The incident occurred 

Sept. 14 at the Fond du 
Lac Veterans Supportive 
Housing building, 1569 
Zhimaaganishag Road, 
Cloquet.

A criminal complaint 
states that Ammesma-
ki reported he got into 
a fight with Atwood and 
wanted him removed 
from his apartment 
before officers arrived on 
the scene and found the 
defendant standing near 
a couch, with the victim 
lying face-up on the floor 
with blood around his 
nose.

Atwood was unrespon-
sive and not breathing, 
the complaint states, and 
paramedics told officers 
he was dead.

While police and medics 
were tending to Atwood, 
Ammesmaki allegedly 
became distraught and 

said “that it wasn’t sup-
posed to go this way,” 
according to the com-
plaint, and told officers 
that he had punched the 
victim in the face while 
they were fighting.

Ammesmaki allegedly 
went on to state that he 
was drinking with Atwood 
and watching a football 
game and a movie. He 
said Atwood called him 
the name of another resi-
dent at the complex and 
attempted to punch him 
but did not make contact.

Ammesmaki then 
punched the victim twice 
and he fell down, accord-
ing to the complaint, 
but the defendant said 
he thought Atwood was 
sleeping.

Officers collected secu-
rity footage from the 
complex that reported-
ly showed Ammesmaki 
and Atwood entering his 
apartment at 12:34 a.m.

Footage showed 

Ammesmaki leave his 
apartment to visit the
security desk twice and 
once to knock on the 
door of another apart-
ment between Atwood’s
arrival and when police 
showed up at 2:11 a.m., 
the complaint states. No 
one else was seen leaving 
or entering the apartment 
during that time.

Ammesmaki has
remained free under pre-
trial supervision. He told 
Judge Stumme on Mon-
day that he recently com-
pleted an inpatient treat-
ment program and is now 
receiving outpatient ser-
vices.

Atwood served in the 
U.S. Navy from 1981-85 
and earned a bachelor’s 
degree in accounting. An 
obituary said he struggled 
with alcoholism for many 
years, but was “remem-
bered for his sense of 
humor and generosity.”

FDL vets home case could settle
Ammesmaki drops probable cause challenge

Ammesmaki

By Dylan Sherman

CARLTON — A Duluth 
man who was arrested 
on June 12 was found 
to have more than 11 
pounds of metham-
phetamine in his pos-
session, according to a 
criminal complaint.

Tyler Lee Hauta-
jarvi, 26, was charged 
with one count of first-
degree drug possession 

of metham-
phetamine, 
w h i c h 
comes with 
a maximum 
sentence of 
30 years in 
prison, a $1 
million fine 

or both.
According to the 

criminal complaint, the 
Carlton County Sheriff’s 
Office received a tip that 
Hautajarvi may be traf-

ficking drugs in May and 
learned he was in pos-
session of a “bulk” of 
U.S. currency and fire-
arms.

Two other tipsters told 
authorities Hautajarvi 
had large quantities of 
methamphetamine in 
the Duluth area and they 
had purchased metham-
phetamine from him.

After corroborating 
the information, the 
complaint said officers 

placed a trap and trace 
order on Hautajarvi’s 
phone.

Officers observed his 
phone was in contact 
with a number known 
to be associated with 
drug distributing, and 
on the night of June 11, 
saw him travel south to 
Hinckley before return-
ing north. Hinckley 
is frequented by drug 
dealers, the complaint 
said, as it is the midway 

point between Duluth 
and the Twin Cities.

St. Louis County Sher-
iff’s deputies pulled Hau-
tajarvi over on the morn-
ing of June 12.

Upon executing a 
search warrant, the com-
plaint said officers dis-
covered that Hautajarvi’s 
vehicle was being driven 
by a woman, with Hauta-
jarvi as the sole passen-
ger. During the search, 

officers found a hand-
gun and 11.61 pounds of a 
substance that field-test-
ed positive for metham-
phetamine, according to 
the criminal complaint.

Hautajarvi was arrest-
ed, He was transferred to 
the Carlton County jail on 
Monday, June 27.

Hautajarvi’s bail was
set at $300,000, and his 
initial appearance was 
scheduled for July 11.

Duluth man faces drug possession charge

Hautajarvi


