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By Michael Achterling
Detroit Lakes Tribune

After searching for 
an apartment in Detroit 
Lakes for weeks with no 
luck, she finally found an 
affordable unit in town.

But Bailee Lewis says 
her physical and mental 
health have been tested 
in a five-month battle 
over living conditions 
in an apartment she 
thought she was lucky 
to find.

Lewis said she has 
been living at the Jack-
son apartments at 1210 

Jackson Ave. in Detroit 
Lakes since February 
2021. She is moving into 
a rental home nearby 
after ongoing disputes 
with the property man-
agement company and 
her own deteriorating 
respiratory health.

“I understood it was an 
older building, and I saw 
that there were cracks in 
the wall, but they did not 
inform me, anything, 
about the black mold,” 
Lewis said.

Lewis’ first concerns 
with her apartment were 
in her bathroom.

In February, right 
after moving in, she 
raised issues with her 
building manager about 
mold spots on the bath-
room tile, a toilet that 
would continuously run 
and a damaged bath-
room fan that sounded 
like “grinding” every 
time it was turned on. 
During her initial walk-
through with the build-
ing manager, she was 
told the bathroom fan 
would be replaced, but 
the replacement fan 
took over a month to be 
installed — and it was 

still installed incorrect-
ly, according to Detroit 
Lakes building officials. 
The fan was blowing air
from outside into the 
bathroom, not sucking
the bathroom air out the
exhaust vent.

When describing her 
conversations with the 
building’s maintenance 
man during the visit, she 
said, “There were these 
blue, what looked like 
fungus dots on the tile
of the shower, so I asked 
him about it … and he 

The last Becker County Fair Tractor Parade was held in 2019. 
This year’s event is set for Saturday, July 31, departing from 
Adkins Equipment at 10:30 a.m. and heading south to the 
county fairgrounds in Detroit Lakes.

Michael Achterling / Tribune
Bailee Lewis shows her dark ceiling drip in her 
apartment at Jackson Apartments at 1210 Jackson 
Ave. in Detroit Lakes. Lewis and other tenants have 
accused the building’s management company of 
unsanitary living conditions and are trying to raise 
awareness about the struggles within their building. RENTER: Page A9

Renter complains of mold, ‘goo’ and neglect

By Nathan Bowe
Detroit Lakes Tribune

Nine Detroit
Lakes-area hotels, 
resorts and city-owned 
recreational sites that 
took a financial beat-
ing during the COVID-
19 pandemic may now
share up to about
$342,000 in new busi-
ness relief grants from 
Becker County.

They were only par-
tially compensated in a
previous round of fund-
ing with money from 
the federal Coronavirus 

TRACTOR PARADE’S 
LEADING MAN

County to give DL hotels another 
boost after COVID-19 losses

Nathan Bowe / Tribune
Becker County is considering making several hotels, 
resorts and recreational facilities whole for their 
losses due to the pandemic. 

By Vicki Gerdes
Detroit Lakes Tribune

Becker County native Vern 
Hanson has been around 
Case tractors pretty much his 

whole life — but he didn’t start 
restoring them as a hobby until 
he and his wife Lanette decided 
to build one at one-quarter scale, 
so their son Derrick (who is 
handicapped) could ride it around.

“It was (modeled on) a 1175 
Case,” Vern said of that first 
effort. “We built it out of spare 
parts, so he could ride up and 
down the road ditches. That’s 
how all this started.”

By “this,” he means his favorite 
hobby of taking vintage Case 
tractors and restoring them to 
working order.

“Altogether, my wife and I have 

six Case tractors,” Vern said, 
adding, “I’ve fixed up three of 
them so far.”

Though he would love to have 
all three of his restored models 
featured in this Saturday’s Becker 
County Fair Tractor Parade, Vern 
said, it’s a Case 800 gas model he 
purchased in 2017 that will lead 
off the anticipated procession 
of 100 or so tractors of various 
makes, models and vintages.

Vern grew up on a 200-acre 
dairy farm, about a half mile 
east of Westbury. His father, Roy 
V. Hanson, purchased the farm 
just north of the one operated by 
his father (Vern’s grandfather), 
Arthur William Hanson, in the 
1950s.

IF YOU GO
What: Becker 
County Fair Tractor 
Parade
When: Saturday, 
July 31, 10:30 a.m. 
until approximately 
12 p.m.
Where: Parade 
route begins at 
Adkins Equipment 
on Richwood 
Road/Becker 
County Road 21 
and proceeds 
south, eventually 
winding up at the 
Becker County 
Fairgrounds in 
Detroit Lakes.
How: The 
festivities begin 
with a 9 a.m. 
pancake and 
sausage breakfast, 
which is free 
for all parade 
participants. 
Additional 
breakfasts can be 
purchased for $5 
each. Registration 
fee for the parade 
is $10, with $2 
going for the 
purchase of a fair 
button or armband 
for the driver. 
There is no cost to 
watch the parade.

Fair event to feature Hanson’s restored vintage Case 800
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Vern Hanson and his wife, Lanette, stand next to 
the Case 800 tractor that he purchased in 2017 

and restored to working order. It’s the same 

Becker County Fair Tractor Parade, which takes 
place this Saturday, July 31, in Detroit Lakes. 
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