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- Vern Hanson and

his wife, Lanette, stand next to
-the Case 800 tractor that he purchased in 2017

and restored to working order. It's the same
_model that he will be driving to lead off the 2021
. Becker County Fair Tractor Parade, which takes
place this Saturday, July 31, in Detroit Lakes.

Photos by Vicki Gerdes / Tribune
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TRACTOR PARADE'S

LEADING MAN

Fair event to feature Hanson's restored vintage Case 800

By Vicki Gerdes
Detroit Lakes Tribune

ecker County native Vern
BHanson has been around
Case tractors pretty much his
whole life — but he didn’t start
restoring them as a hobby until
he and his wife Lanette decided
to build one at one-quarter scale,
so their son Derrick (who is
handicapped) could ride it around.
“It was (modeled on) a 1175
Case,” Vern said of that first
effort. “We built it out of spare
parts, so he could ride up and
down the road ditches. That’s
how all this started.”
By “this,” he means his favorite
hobby of taking vintage Case

them so far.”

tractors and restoring them to 1950s.
working order.
“Altogether, my wife and I have ~PARADE: Page A8

six Case tractors,” Vern said,
adding, “I’ve fixed up three of

Though he would love to have
all three of his restored models
featured in this Saturday’s Becker
County Fair Tractor Parade, Vern
said, it’s a Case 800 gas model he
purchased in 2017 that will lead
off the anticipated procession
of 100 or so tractors of various
makes, models and vintages.

Vern grew up on a 200-acre
dairy farm, about a half mile
east of Westbury. His father, Roy
V. Hanson, purchased the farm
just north of the one operated by
his father (Vern’s grandfather),
Arthur William Hanson, in the

IF YOU GO

What: Becker
County Fair Tractor
Parade

When: Saturday,
July 31, 10:30 a.m.
until approximately
12 p.m.

Where: Parade
route begins at
Adkins Equipment
on Richwood
Road/Becker
County Road 21
and proceeds

south, eventually
winding up at the
Becker County
Fairgrounds in
Detroit Lakes.

How: The
festivities begin
with a 9 a.m.
pancake and
sausage breakfast,
which is free

for all parade
participants.
Additional
breakfasts can be
purchased for $5
each. Registration
fee for the parade
is $10, with $2
going for the

The last Becker County Fair Tractor Parade was held in 2019.
This year’s event is set for Saturday, July 31, departing from
Adkins Equipment at 10:30 a.m. and heading south to the
county fairgrounds in Detroit Lakes.

purchase of a fair
button or armband
for the driver.
There is no cost to
watch the parade.

Renter complains of mold, ‘g¢oo’ and neglect

City finds ‘extensive’ list of deficiencies at apartment building

Michael Achterling / Tribune
Bailee Lewis shows her dark ceiling drip in her
apartment at Jackson Apartments at 1210 Jackson
Ave. in Detroit Lakes. Lewis and other tenants have
accused the building’s management company of
unsanitary living conditions and are trying to raise
awareness about the struggles within their building.
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By Michael Achterling
Detroit Lakes Tribune

After searching for
an apartment in Detroit
Lakes for weeks with no
luck, she finally found an
affordable unit in town.

But Bailee Lewis says
her physical and mental
health have been tested
in a five-month battle
over living conditions
in an apartment she
thought she was lucky
to find.

Lewis said she has
been living at the Jack-
son apartments at 1210

Get the newspaper
format you love
EVERY DAY.

Open your phone
or tablet's camera
and pointit at
this code any
time after 6 a.m.
each day to access
that day's print
replica.

Available even on days your
print paper is not delivered!

Jackson Ave. in Detroit
Lakes since February
2021. She is moving into
a rental home nearby
after ongoing disputes
with the property man-
agement company and
her own deteriorating
respiratory health.

“Tunderstood it was an
older building, and I saw
that there were cracks in
the wall, but they did not
inform me, anything,
about the black mold,”
Lewis said.

Lewis’ first concerns
with her apartment were
in her bathroom.

In February, right
after moving in, she
raised issues with her
building manager about
mold spots on the bath-
room tile, a toilet that
would continuously run
and a damaged bath-
room fan that sounded
like “grinding” every
time it was turned on.
During her initial walk-
through with the build-
ing manager, she was
told the bathroom fan
would be replaced, but
the replacement fan
took over a month to be
installed — and it was

still installed incorrect-
ly, according to Detroit
Lakes building officials.
The fan was blowing air
from outside into the
bathroom, not sucking
the bathroom air out the
exhaust vent.

When describing her
conversations with the
building’s maintenance
man during the visit, she
said, “There were these
blue, what looked like
fungus dots on the tile
of the shower, so I asked
him about it ... and he

RENTER: Page A9

County to give DL hotels another
boost after COVID-19 losses

e Jop amendment to original Busi ief Grant CARES i3 g
. ing need and help ¢ Board consider further funding for Business
‘Mulari, 2 by Anderson. motlon carried.

fallowing businesses

CARES #3 — Exploring Applicants to b

Dba

- | MAPLELAG =~~~
AMERICAS BEST VALUE | NN

ciiDA staff sought direction at the recent Finance Col

businesses, and informational request letter (drafi - p..
would be sent the request letter in the table below:

GLIDAY INN DETROIT LAKES-LAKEFRONT l: 525,000

$20,000
b 525,000
P ] LLC DBA AMERICIN 559692 |
Kl | VISION HOSPITALITY LLC DBA AMERICINN _ 525,000 37 5
a TOTAL §197,500 | $463,755.87

*The $10,000 is considered an under-request - they did not know how much 1o ask for. CPA review of PEL Statement:

mmitiee meeting regarding the motion, applicable
2). Per Finance review and recommendation, the

Considercd Round 2 Funding Consideration

Max. Grant
Amount

Round 1
Amount

Paid

$71,655.07 | §
$10.000 | $10,00000% 1
17,500 $42,292.36 |

564,277.64

$40,800.00

T |__$25.000 . E
| _$25.000 X
25,000

Nathan Bowe / Tribune
Becker County is considering making several hotels,
resorts and recreational facilities whole for their

losses due to the pandemic.

s listed loss

By Nathan Bowe
Detroit Lakes Tribune

Nine Detroit
Lakes-area hotels,
resorts and city-owned
recreational sites that
took a financial beat-
ing during the COVID-
19 pandemic may now
share up to about
$342,000 in new busi-
ness relief grants from
Becker County.

They were only par-
tially compensated in a
previous round of fund-
ing with money from
the federal Coronavirus

HOTELS: Page A8
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said, ‘oh, it’s nothing,
nothing to worry about,’
so that was like a red flag
right there.”

In May, a board on her
third floor deck broke
through to the floor
below. She says it wasn’t
until a month later that
maintenance fixed the
broken section of plank-
ing by covering in with a
piece of plywood.

On June 20, she said
she found dirt and other
debris under her air
conditioning unit. Upon
further inspection, she
noticed the unit did not
have an air filter installed
and the inside was filled
with a rust-colored goo.
In moving the unit to
inspect it, part of her wall
fell away.

“The whole wall basi-
cally crumbled, expos-
ing rotten wood behind
it. There was more black
mold, there was more
water, and from there
it’s been downhill since,”
said Lewis. “We imme-
diately took pictures,
contacted them, nothing.
Absolutely nothing.”

Lewis’ boyfriend, who
was now on the lease as
well, emailed the man-
agement company after
receiving no reply to
their initial requests for
more than a week.

It took nearly three
more weeks for repairs
to be completed for her
air conditioning unit and
the wall, but, she said,
her new air conditioning
unit began leaking too;
wrecking the new dry-
wall.

However, the breaking
point for Lewis occurred
on July 19, when she dis-
covered a crack in her
ceiling that began leak-
ing a “reddish, brown,
soy sauce-looking” lig-
uid that stained her $300
ottoman.

“Thankfully my dog
didn’t lick it in the mid-
dle of the night,” she
said.

The Jackson apart-
ment building is one of
three rental properties
in Detroit Lakes that are
owned and operated by

Rose Management LLC,
a Fargo-based business
with dozens of proper-
ties across North Dako-
ta and Minnesota. River
Place apartments, at 1215
Long Avenue, and Lakev-
iew apartments, at 1333
Madison Avenue, are
the other two properties
under Rose Management.

Lewis posted her con-
cerns on various com-
munity social media sites
on July 19 and prompted
an inspection of Lewis’
unit by building code
compliance officials for
the city of Detroit Lakes.

“Our code and com-
pliance officials did an
inspection of her unit
.. and then, after prop-
er notice to the land-
lord, we did a reinspect
on the entire building,”
said Kelcey Klemm, city
administrator for Detroit
Lakes.

The reinspection of the
entire building yielded an
“extensive” list of defi-
ciencies, he said.

The next step, Klemm
said, is that a compliance
order will be issued to
the property owners to
correct the deficiencies
within 60 days. The city
will conduct follow-up
inspections and, if the
property isn’t brought
into compliance with-
in the 60 days, the city
may revoke Rose Man-
agement’s rental regis-
tration. The management
company can then appeal
the revocation within 35
days, which would bring
the issue to the Detroit
Lakes City Council to
judge the appeal.

If Rose Management
loses its rental license,
their tenants would face
eviction, Klemm said

He said Detroit Lakes
began a rental inspec-
tion program in 2017. The
Jackson Avenue apart-
ment building wasn’t
initially inspected until
2018.

“There was a list of
deficiencies that were
noted in the [initial]
inspection,” he said.
“They were given, basi-
cally, the three years,
until the next reinspec-
tion, to correct those
items.”

He added, if any other
renters in the city have

\’“r‘\f‘\

Photos by Mlchael Achterlmg I Tribune

Plywood covers a deck hole at Bailee Lewis’ apartment
at the Jackson Apartments at 1210 Jackson Avenue in
Detroit Lakes. Lewis and other tenants have accused
the building’s management company of unsanitary
living conditions and are trying to raise awareness
about the struggles within their building.

experienced similar
unsanitary conditions in
their buildings, the city’s
code compliance officers
want to know about it and
encouraged those tenants
to contact the city.

Jill Thompson, a man-
ager for Rose Manage-
ment, said the company
only found out about the
recent issues with the
Jackson Avenue property
on July 19 and said con-
tractors are scheduled to
be on site to fix the prob-
lems with the building.

“You know the thing
with social media is kind
of that it puts everybody
atriskand they don’t even
give anybody a chance to
do what they need to do,”
said Thompson. “We are
doing everything that
we can do to get every-
thing done that is on that
report.”

Lewis’ neighbor,
Amber Tesch, has lived in
a Jackson Avenue base-
ment apartment for four
years. She said she’s also
had problems with mold
and delayed mainte-
nance work. Additionally,
since she has a basement
apartment, she’s had
problems with flooding
and there is no portable
air conditioning unit in
her apartment, which can
get unbearably hot in the
summer, she said.

“The whole bottom
floor doesn’t get air con-
ditioning,” said Tesch.
“It doesn’t even cool
down at night, so it’s like
100 degrees in here. I'm
running off caffeine and
fumes because I can’t
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sleep in here.”

She works as house
cleaner and spends her
day cleaning expen-
sive homes in the area.
But when it’s time to go
home, she said she some-
times hesitates because
she doesn’t want to be in
her apartment.

When discussing Bail-
ee’s unit, Tesch said,
“That used to be the
landlord’s unit for years,
how did she not know
anything was wrong with
that place?”

Lewis also began to
notice that she’d been
using her inhaler more
often and saw her doctor
about her concerns.

“All of a sudden, I
started noticing that my
allergies were signifi-
cantly getting bad,” said
Lewis.

She said, while she’s
always been an asthmatic
with seasonal allergies,
she’s rarely needed to
use her inhaler until she
moved to Jackson Ave-
nue. Now, she’s on six
different medications
and is using her inhaler
daily to combat respi-
ratory stresses that she
said started after moving
into her apartment.

She said, during one
of her doctor’s visits, a
nurse told her, “if you
do not move out of this
apartment, your condi-
tion is going to get worse
and the medication will
not work.”

Bailee Lewis’ air conditioning unit shows a brown goo
at the Jackson Apartments at 1210 Jackson Avenue in
Detroit Lakes. Lewis and other tenants have accused
the building’s management company of unsanitary
living conditions and are trying to raise awareness
about the struggles within their building.

Both tenants, Lewis
and Tesch, said they

wouldn’t rent anything
from Rose Management
in the future.

“T will never, ever rent
from them again,” said

Lewis. “I cannot live
with myself without hav-
ing something done and
change happen because
I don’t want this to con-
tinually keep happen-
ing.”
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